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Prefatory   Note 


In  historic  value  this  volume  is  equal  to,  if  it  does  not  surpass,  any  one 
of  the  series  which  has  preceded  it.  It  comprises  the  eight  years  of  our 
history  from  March  4,  1841,  to  March  4,  1849,  and  includes  the  four 
years*  term  of  Harrison  and  Tyler  and  also  the  term  of  James  K.  Polk. 
During  the  first  half  of  this  period  the  death  of  President  Harrison 
occurred,  when  for  the  first  time  under  the  Constitution  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent succeeded  to  the  oflSce  of  President.  As  a  matter  of  public  interest, 
several  papers  relating  to  the  death  of  President  Harrison  are  inserted. 
A  number  of  highly  interesting  vetoes  of  President  Tyler  appear,  among 
which  are  two  vetoing  bills  chartering  a  United  States  bank  and  two 
vetoing  tariff  measures.  During  President  Tyler's  Administration  the 
protective  tariff  act  of  1842  was  passed;  the  subtreasury  law  was  re- 
pealed; the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  August  9, 1842,  was  negotiated, 
settling  the  northeastern-boundary  controversy,  and  providing  f©r  the 
final  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  and  for  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tive criminals;  and  acts  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  and 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  passed. 
The  treaty  of  annexation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  Texas  was  negotiated,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Senate. 

During  the  Administration  of  President  Polk  Texas  was  finally  an- 
nexed to  the  United  States;  Texas,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  were  admitted 
into  the  Union;  the  Oregon  boundary  was  settled;  the  independent- 
treasury  system  was  reenacted;  the  Naval  Academy  was  established; 
acts  were  passed  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  creating 
the  Department  of  the  Interior;  the  war  with  Mexico  was  successfully 
fought,  and  the  territory  known  as  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California 
was  acquired.  The  acquisition  of  territory  by  Mr.  Polk's  Administration 
added  to  the  United  States  California  and  New  Mexico  and  portions  of 
Colorado,  Utah,  and  Nevada,  a  territory  containing  in^oll  1,193,061 

square  miles,  or  over  763,000,000  acres,  and  constituting  a  country  more 
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6  Messages  aitd  Papers  of  tkf  Presidents  ^^^k 

□Dofiding  people,  I  too  well  uDdeTstand  the  dangerous  temptatioiis  to 
which  I  shall  be  exposed  from  the  inagniuide  of  the  power  which  ii  has 
been  the  pleasure  of  the  people  to  commit  to  my  hands  not  to  place 
my  chief  ccmfidence  upon  the  aid  of  that  Almighty  Power  which  has 
bkberto  protected  me  and  enabled  me  to  bring  to  favorable  issues  other 
iffiportaut  but  still  greatly  inferior  tnists  heretofore  confided  to  me  by  my 
OMiatry. 

The  broad  fouodation  upon  which  our  Coostitution  rests  being  the 
people — a  breath  of  theirs  ba\'ing  made,  as  a  t>reath  caiv unmake,  change, 
or  modify  it — it  can  be  assigned  to  none  of  the  great  divisions  of  gov- 
ernment but  to  that  of  democracy.  If  such  is  its  theory,  those  who 
are<alled  upon  to  administer  it  must  recognize  as  its  leading  principle 
the  duly  of  shaping  their  measures  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number.  But  with  these  broad  admissions,  if  we  would 
oompare  the  sovereignty  acknowledged  to  exist  in  the  mass  of  our  people 
L  with  the  power  claimed  by  other  sovereignties,  even  by  those  which  have 
K.lieen  cun^dered  most  purely  democratic,  we  shall  find  a  most  es.%ntial 
\  difference.  All  others  lay  claim  to  power  hmited  only  by  their  own  wilt. 
The  majority  of  our  citizens,  on  the  contrar}',  possess  a  sovereignty  with 
an  amount  of  power  precisely  equal  to  that  which  has  been  granted  to 
them  by  the  parties  to  the  national  compact,  and  notliing  beyond.  We 
admit  of  no  government  by  divine  right,  believing  that  so  far  as  power 
is  concerned  the  Beneficent  Creator  has  made  no  distinction  amongst 
men:  that  all  arc  upon  ail  equality,  and  that  the  only  legitimate  right 
Lto  govern  is  an  express  grant  of  power  from  the  goveme<l.  The  Con- 
Mtitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  instrument  containing  this  grant  *A 
,  power  to  the  se^-eTal  departments  composing  the  Government.  On  an 
Qxaminatiou  of  that  instrument  it  will  be  found  to  contain  declarations 
of  power  granted  and  of  power  withheld.  The  latter  is  also  susceptible  of 
division  into  power  which  the  majority  had  the  right  to  grant,  but  which 
the>'  did  not  think  proper  to  iutnist  to  their  agents,  and  that  which  they 
could  not  have  granted,  not  being  possessed  by  themselves.  1ti  other 
wOETds,  there  are  certain  rights  possessed  by  each  indi\'idual  Americau 
citizen  which  in  his  compact  with  the  others  he  has  never  surreudered. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  he  is  unable  to  surrender,  being,  in  the  language 
of  our  sj-stem.  uoahenable.  The  boasted  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen 
was  tn  him  a  sliield  only  against  a  petty  provincial  ruler,  whilst  tfae  proud 
democrat  of  Athens  would  console  himself  under  a  sentence  of  death  for 
a  supposed  \-iulatioii  of  the  national  faith — which  no  one  understood  and 
which  at  times  was  the  subject  of  the  mocIcer>'  of  all — or  the  banishment 
bam  his  home,  his  family,  and  bis  conntrj'  with  or  without  an  alleged 
cauae.  that  it  was  the  act  not  of  a  siitgle  tyrant  or  hated  aristocracy',  ^UbJ 
uif  his  assembled  oountri'men.  Far  different  is  the  power  of  onr  so^^H 
ci);niy.  It  can  interfere  with  no  one's  faith,  prescribe  fonus  of  woc^^H 
fur  uo  one's  ubser^-aoce,  lufiict  uo  punishment  but  after  wdlascertai^^H 
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guilt,  the  result  of  investigation  under  rules  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  These  precious  privileges,  and  those  scarcely  less  important 
of  giving  expression  to  his  thoughts  and  opinions,  either  by  writing  or 
speaking,  unrestrained  but  by  the  liability  for  injury  to  others,  and  that 
of  a  full  participation  in  all  the  advantages  which  flow  from  the  Gov- 
erpment,  the  acknowledged  property  of  all,  the  American  citizen  derives 
from  no  charter  granted  by  his  fellow-man.  He  claims  them  because  he 
is  himself  a  man,  fashioned  by  the  same  Almighty  hand  as  the  rest  of 
his  species  and  entitled  to  a  full  share  of  the  blessings  with  which  He 
has  endowed  them.  Notwithstanding  the  limited  sovereignty  possessed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  restricted  grant  of  power 
to  the  Government  which  they  have  adopted,  enough  has  been  given  to 
accomplish  all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created.  It  has  been  found 
powerful  in  war,  and  hitherto  justice  has  been  administered,  an  inti- 
mate tuiion  effected,  domestic  tranquillity  preserved,  and  personal  liberty 
secured  to  the  citizen.  As  was  to  be  expected,  however,  from  the  defect 
of  language  and  the  necessarily  sententious  manner  in  which  the  Consti- 
tiition  is  written,  disputes  have  arisen  as  to  the  amotmt  of  power  which 
it  has  actually  granted  or  was  intended  to  grant. 

This  is  more  particularly  the  case  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
instrument  which  treats  of  the  legislative  branch,  and  not  only  as 
regards  the  exercise  of  powers  claimed  under  a  general  clause  giving 
that  body  the  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  specified  powers,  but  in  relation  to  the  latter  also.  It  is,  however, 
consolatory  to  reflect  that  most  of  the  instances  of  alleged  departure 
from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution  have  ultimately  received  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  And  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
statesmen  most  distinguished  for  talent  and  patriotism  have  been  at  one 
time  or  other  of  their  political  career  on  both  sides  of  each  of  the  most 
warmly  disputed  questions  forces  upon  us  the  inference  that  the  errors, 
if  errors  there  Were,  are  attributable  to  the  intrinsic  difficulty  in  many 
instances  of  ascertaining  the  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion rather  than  the  influence  of  any  sinister  or  unpatriotic  motive.  But 
the  great  danger  to  our  institutions  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  in  a  usur- 
pation by  the  Government  of  power  not  granted  by  the  people,  but  by 
the  accumulation  in  one  of  the  departments  of  that  which  was  assigned 
to  others.  Limited  as  are  the  powers  which  have  been  granted,  still 
enough  have  been  granted  to  constitute  a  despotism  if  concentrated  in 
one  of  the  departments.  This  danger  is  greatly  heightened,  as  it  has 
been  always  observable  that  men  are  less  jealous  of  encroachments  of 
one  department  upon  another  than  upon  their  own  reserved  rights. 
When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  first  came  from  the  hands 
oi  the  Convention  which  formed  it,  many  of  the  sternest  republicans  of 
the  day  were  alarmed  at  the  extent  of  the  power  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  more  particnlarly  of  that  portion  which 
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bad  been  assigned  to  the  executive  branch.  There  were  in  it  features' 
which  appeared  not  to  be  in  harmony  witli  their  ideas  of  a  simple  rep 
resentative  democracy  or  republic,  and  knowing  the  tendencj-  of  power 
to  increase  itself,  particularly  when  exercised  by  a  single  indindual. 
predictions  were  made  that  at  no  ver>'  remote  period  the  Government 
would  terminate  in  virtual  monarchy.  It  would  not  become  me  to  say  that 
the  fears  of  these  patriots  have  been  already  realized;  but  as  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  tendency  of  measures  and  of  men's  opinions  for  some 
years  past  has  been  in  that  direction,  it  is,  I  conceive,  strictly  proper  that 
I  should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  I  have  heretofore 
given  of  my  determination  to  arrest  the  progress  of  that  tendency  if  it 
really  exists  and  restore  the  Government  to  its  pristine  health  and  \'igOT'. 
as  far  as  this  can  be  effected  by  any  legitimate  exercise  of  the 
placed  in  my  hands. 

I  proceed  to  state  in  as  summary  a  manner  as  I  can  my  opinion 
sources  of  the  evils  which  have  been  so  extensively  complained  of 
the  correctives  which  may  be  applied.  Some  of  the  former  are  unques- 
tionably to  be  found  in  the  defects  of  the  Constitution;  others,  in  ray 
judgment,  are  attributable  to  a  misconstruction  of  some  of  its  pro%'i- 
sions.  Of  the  former  is  the  eligibility  of  the  same  indi\-idual  to  a  second 
term  of  the  Presidency.  The  sagacious  mind  of  Mr.  JefiFerson  early  saw 
and  lamented  this  error,  and  attempts  have  been  made,  hitherto  without 
success,  to  apply  the  amendatory  power  of  the  States  to  its  correction. 
As,  however,  one  mode  of  correction  is  in  the  power  of  e\*ery  President, 
and  consequently  in  mine,  it  would  be  useless,  and  perhaps  invidious, 
to  enumerate  the  evils  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  this  error  of  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  may  have 
been  the  source  and  the  bitter  fruits  which  we  are  still  to  gather  from  it 
if  it  continues  to  disfigure  our  system.  It  may  be  observed,  however,  as  a 
general  remark,  that  republics  can  commit  no  greater  error  than  to  adopt 
or  continue  any  feature  in  their  systems  of  government  which  may  be  cal- 
culated to  create  or  increase  the  love  of  power  in  the  bosoms  of  those  to 
whom  nece^ty  obliges  them  to  commit  the  management  of  their  affairs; 
and  surely  nothing  is  more  likely  to  produce  such  a  state  of  mind  than 
the  long  continuance  of  an  office  of  high  trust.  Nothing  can  be  more 
corrupting,  nothing  more  destructive  of  all  those  noble  feelings  which 
belong  to  the  character  of  a  dev'oted  republican  patriot.  When  this  cor* 
Tupting  passion  unce  takes  possession  of  the  human  mind,  like  the  love 
of  gold  it  becomes  insatiable.  It  is  the  never-dying  worm  in  his  bosom, 
grows  with  his  growth  and  strengthens  with  the  declining  years  of  its 
victim.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a  republic  to  Umit  the 
service  of  that  officer  at  least  to  whom  she  has  intrusted  the  management 
of  ber  foreign  relations,  the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  the  command  of 
her  armies  and  navies  to  a  period  so  short  as  to  prex'ent  his  forgetting 
that  be  ia  tbe  accouatAble  agcnl,  not  the  piiudpal;  the  servant,  not  the 
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master.  Until  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  be  effected  public 
opinion  may  secure  the  desired  object.  I  give  my  aid  to  it  by  renewing 
the  pledge  heretofore  given  that  under  no  circumstances  will  I  consefit 
to  serve  a  second  temi. 

But  if  there  is  danger  to  public  liberty  from  the  acknowledged  defects 
of  the  Constitution  in  the  want  of  limit  to  the  continuance  o(  the  Execu- 
tive power  in  the  same  hands,  there  is,  I  apprehend,  not  much  less  from 
a  misconstruction  of  that  instrument  as  it  regards  the  powers  actually 
given.  I  can  not  conceive  that  by  a  fair  construction  any  or  either  of 
its  provisions  would  be  found  to  constitute  the  President  a  part  of  the 
legislative  power.  It  can  notl>e  claimed  from  the  power  to  recommend, 
since,  although  enjoined  as  a  duty  upon  him,  it  is  a  privilege  which  he 
holds  in  common  with  every  other  citizen;  and  although  there  may 
be  something  more  of  confidence  in  the  propriety  of  the  measures  recom- 
mended in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other,  in  the  obligations  of  ultimate 
decision  there  can  be  no  difference.  In  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, **all  the  legislative  powers"  which  it  grants  **are  vested  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States."  It  would  be  a  solecism  in  language  to 
say  that  any  portion  of  these  is  not  included  in  the  whole. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  Constitution  has  given  to  the  Execu- 
tive the  power  to  annul  the  acts  of  the  legislative  body  by  refusing  to 
them  his  assent.  So  a  similar  power  has  necessarily  resulted  from  that 
instrument  to  the  judiciary,  and  yet  the  judiciary  forms  no  part  of  the 
Legislature.  There  is,  it  is  true,  this  difference  between  these  grants 
of  power:  The  Executive  can  put  his  negative  upon  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature  for  other  cause  than  that  of  want  of  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution, whilst  the  judiciary  can  only  declare  void  those  which  violate 
that  instrument.  But  the  decision  of  the  judiciary  is  final  in  such  a  case, 
whereas  in  every  instance  where  the  veto  of  the  Executive  is  applied  it 
may  be  overcome  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  negative  upon  the  acts  of  the  legislative  by  the  executive  authority, 
and  that  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  would  seem  to  be  an  incongruity 
in  our  system.  Like  some  others  of  a  similar  character,  however,  it 
appears  to  be  highly  expedient,  and  if  used  only  with  the  forbearance 
and  in  the  spirit  which  was  intended  by  its  authors  it  may  be  productive 
of  great  good  and  be  found  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  Union.  At 
the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  the  principle  does  not 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  much  favor  in  the  State  governments.  It  existed 
but  in  two,  and  in  one  of  these  there  was  a  plural  executive.  If  we 
would  search  for  the  motives  which  operated  upon  the  purely  patriotic 
and  enlightened  assembly  which  framed  the  Constitution  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  provision  so  apparently  repugnant  to  the  leading  democratic 
principle  that  the  majority  should  govern,  we  must  reject  the  idea  that 
they  anticipated  from  it  any  benefit  to  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation. 
Tbey  knew  too  well  the  high  degree  of  inteUigence  which  existed  among 
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the  people  and  the  enlightened  character  wf  the  State  legislatures  riot  to 
have  the  fnllest  confidence  that  tlie  tiro  bodies  elected  by  Ihem  would  be 
B-orthy  representatives  of  wic^  eonstitnents,  and,  of  course,  that  thcj' 
would  rtqiiirc  uo  aid  in  conceiving  and  maiuring^  tlie  measiirts  which 
the  circtnnstaDces  of  the  country  might  require.     And  it  is  preposterous 
to  suppose  that  a  thong-ht  conld  for  a  moment  hare  been  entertained 
that  the  President,  placed  at  the  capital,  in  the  center  of  the  countrj-, 
ODUld  better  understand  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  than  their  1 
own  immediate  representatives,  who  spend  a  part  of  every  year  among' 
thein.  Uving  with  them,  often  laboring  Mith  them,  and  bound  to  thcin 
b\-  the  triple  tie  of  interest,  duty,  and  afEection.     To  assist  or  contnsl 
Congress,  then,  in  its  ordinan,'  legislation  conH  not,  I  concei^"e,  have 
been  the  motive  for  conferring  the  veto  power  on  the  President.     TliJs  J 
arRument  acqmres  additional  force  from  the  fact  of  its  never  having  h 
thus  used  by  the  first  six  Presidents — and  two  of  tbem  were  members  of  I 
the  Convention,  one  presiding  o\'eT  its  deliberations  and  the  other  bearing  1 
a  larger  share  in  consummating  the  labors  of  that  angust  I»dy  than  aiijr  I 
other  person.     But  if  bills  were  ne%"er  returned  to  Congress  by  either  I 
tif  the  Presidents  abo\e  referred  to  upon  the  ground  of  their  bdng  inexpe-  ^ 
dient  or  not  as  well  adapted  as  they  might  be  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  I 
the  veto  was  applied  upon  that  of  ^-airt  of  conformity  to  the  Constitu-  \ 
don  or  because  errors  had  lieen  committed  from  a  too  hasty  enactment, 

Tliere  is  another  ground  for  the  adojrtion  of  the  A-eto  principle,  which 
had  probably  more  influence  in  reconraiending  it  to  the  Con^'entioii  tlian 
any  other.  I  refer  to  the  security  which  it  gives  to  the  just  and  equitable 
action  of  the  Legislature  upon  all  parts  of  the  Union.  It  could  not  but 
have  occurred  to  the  Conv-ention  that  in  a  cotrntry  so  extensive,  embra- 
cing so  great  a  variety  of  schI  and  climate,  and  consequently  of  products, 
and  which  from  the  same  causes  must  ever  exhibit  a  great  difference 
in  the  amount  of  the  population  of  its  various  sections,  calling  for  a 
great  diversty  in  the  emploj-ments  of  the  people,  that  the  legislation  of 
the  majority  might  not  always  justly  regard  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  minority,  and  that  acts  of  this  character  might  be  passed  tmder  an 
express  grant  by  the  words  of  the  Constiimion,  »nd  therefore  not  ^^-ttlila  J 
the  competency  of  the  jmhciarj-  to  declare  void;  that  howCT-er  eulight-1^ 
ened  and  patriotic  they  might  suppose  from  past  experience  the  membc 
(Congress  might  be,  and  howe\'er  largely  partaking,  in  the  general,  o 

kiiberal  feelings  of  the  people,  it  was  impossible  to  expect  that  bodiesa 

t  constituted  sliould  not  sometimes  be  controlled  by  local  tnterestsi 

and  sectional  feelings.     It  was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  some  tna-v 
pire  from  *vhose  situation  and  mode  of  appointment  more  independeuce 
and  freedom  fra>m  such  inBncnces  might  be  expected.     Such  a  one  v 
aSorded  by  the  execntirc  department  constitntcd  by  the  Consti  lotion, I 
A  penton  eVccted  to  that  high  office,  having  his  constitnenfi  in  e^■ery  sec^ 
tJOM, State,  and  subdtvisionafllieVmoa.nmsteoiisidef  himitelf  Ixnindli 
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the  mo6t  iKsfenm  sanctions  to  ^^uard,  protect,  and  defend  the  t^btSiOf  ail 
and  (tf  every  portion,  great  or  smaHl,  from  the  injtKitice  tmd  oppreason  of 
tiae  rest.  I  :con»der  the  veto  power,  therefore,  given  by  theOonstitntiDn 
to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  solely  as  a  txmsenrative  power,  to 
be  used  <M2ly.,  £rst,  to  pfK)tect  the  Constittttion  from  violation;  secondly, 
the  people  from  the  e&cts  of  hasty  legislation  where  their  will  has  been 
probably  disregarded  or  not  iwell  nnderstood,  and,  thirdly,  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  coDibtnations  violative  of  the  rights  of  minorities.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  second  of  these  objects  I  may  observe  that  I  consider  it  the 
Tight  and  privik^  of  the  people  to  decide  disputed  points  of  the  Consti- 
tution arising  from  the  ^^eneral  ^ant  of  power  to  Congress  to  carry  into 
effect  the  powers  exfxessly  ^ven;  and  I  believe  with  Mr.  Madison  that 
' '  repeated  recognitions  under  varied  circtnnstances  in  acts  of  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Govemmest,  ncoompanied 
by  indications  in  different  modes  xA  the  oomcnrrence  of  the  general  will 
of  the  nation,"  as  affordii^  to  the  President  snffideot  authority  for  his 
considering  such  disputed  points  as  settled. 

Upward  of  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
form  of  govemraoit.  It  would  be  an  object  more  highly  desirable  than 
the  gratification  of  the  curioesity  of  speculative  statesmen  if  its  precise 
situation  could  be  ascertained,  a  fair  exhibit  made  of  the  operations  of 
each  of  its  departments,  of  the  powers  which  they  respectively  claim  and 
exercise,  of  the  collisions  -which  have  occurred  between  them  or  between 
the  whole  Government  and  those  of  the  States  or  either  of  them.  We 
could  then  compare  our  actual  condition  after  fifty  years'  trial  of  otu 
system  with  what  it  was  in  the  commencement  of  its  operations  and 
ascertain  whether  the  predictions  of  the  patriots  who  opposed  its  adop- 
tion or  the  confident  hopes  of  its  advocates  have  been  best  realized.  The 
great  dread  of  the  former  seems  to  have  been  that  the  reserved  powers  of 
the  States  would  be  absorbed  by  those  of  the  Federal  Government  and  a 
consolidated  power  established,  leaving  to  the  States  the  shadow  only 
of  that  independent  action  for  whidi  they  had  so  zealously  contended 
a^  on  the  preservation  of  which  they  relied  as  the  last  hope  of  liberty. 
Without  denying  that  the  result  to  which  they  looked  with  so  much 
appftehensioa  is  in  the  way  of  being  realized,  it  is  obvious  that  they  did 
not  clearly  see  the  mode  of  its  accnrnpHshment.  Hie  General  Govern- 
ment has  seized  upon  none  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  As  far 
as  any  c^ien  warfare  may  have  gone,  the  State  authorities  have  amply 
maintained  their  rights.  To  a  casual  observer  our  S3rstem  presents  no 
appeacance  of  discord  between  the  different  members  which  compose  it. 
Bnen  tlie  addition  of  many  liew  ones  has  produced  no  jarring.  They 
move  in  their  respective  lorbits  in  perfect  Siarmony  with  the  central  head 
and  witSi  each  other.  But  theve  is  still  an  undercurrent  at  wodc  by 
which,  if  not  Jeasonafaly  checked,  the  yvacsX  apprehensions  of  oar  anti- 
f ^dond  foatiBOts  will  :faeTealiKd,jBdiicit  onfy^wtttfaeSlai^  ttutharitieB 
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be  overehadowed  by  the  great  increase  of  power  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  General  Govemmenl.  but  the  character  of  that  Government, 
if  not  its  designation,  be  essentially  and  radically  changed.  This  state  of 
things  has  been  in  part  effected  by  causes  inherent  in  the  Constitution 
and  in  part  by  the  never-failing  tendency  of  political  power  to  increase 
itself.  By  making  the  President  the  sole  distributer  of  all  the  patronage 
of  the  Government  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  do  not  appear  to  have 
anticipated  at  how  short  a  period  it  would  become  a  formidable  instru- 
ment to  control  the  free  operations  of  the  State  governments.  Of  trifling 
importance  at  first,  it  had  early  in  Mr,  Jefferson's  Administration  become 
so  powerful  as  to  create  great  alarm  in  the  mind  of  that  patriot  from  the 
potent  influence  it  might  exert  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  the  elective 
franchise.  If  such  could  have  then  been  the  effects  of  its  influence,  how 
much  greater  must  be  the  danger  at  this  time,  quadrupled  in  amount  as 
it  certainly  is  and  more  completely  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
will  than  their  construction  of  their  powers  allowed  or  the  forbearing 
characters  of  all  the  early  Presidents  permitted  them  to  make.  But  it  is 
not  by  the  extent  of  its  patronage  alone  that  the  executive  department 
has  become  dangerous,  but  by  the  use  which  it  appears  may  be  made  of 
the  appointing  power  to  bring  under  its  control  the  whole  revenues  of  the 
country.  The  Constitution  has  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  and  it  makes  him  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Armies  and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  If  the  opinion  of 
the  most  approved  writers  upon  that  species  of  mixed  gm-emment  which 
in  modem  Europe  is  termed  monarchy  in  contradistinction  to  despotism 
is  correct,  there  was  wanting  no  other  addition  to  the  powers  of  our  Chief 
Magistrate  to  stamp  a  monarchical  character  on  our  Government  but  the 
control  of  the  public  finances;  and  to  me  it  appears  strange  indeed  that 
anyone  should  doubt  that  the  entire  control  which  the  President  pos- 
sesses over  the  officers  who  have  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  by 
the  power  of  removal  with  or  without  cause,  does,  for  all  mischievous 
purposes  at  least,  virtually  subject  the  treasure  also  to  hisdisposal.  The 
gist  Roman  Emperor,  in  bis  attempt  to  seize  the  sacred  treasure,  silenced 
the  opposition  of  the  officer  to  whose  charge  it  had  been  committed  by 
a  ^gnificant  allusion  to  his  sword.  By  a  selection  of  political  instru- 
ments for  the  care.of  the  pubUc  money  a  reference  to  their  commissions 
by  a  President  would  be  quite  as  effectual  an  argument  as  that  of  Csesar 
to  the  Roman  knight.  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  great  difficulty  that 
exists  in  drawing  a  proper  plan  for  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  re^'enues,  and  I  know  the  importance  which  has  been  attadied 
b>'  men  of  great  abilities  and  patriotism  to  the  divorce,  as  tt  is  called,  of 
the  Treasury  from  the  banking  iustitutious.  It  is  not  the  divorce  which 
is  complained  of.  but  the  unhallowed  union  of  the  Treasury  witli  the 
executive  department,  which  has  created  such  extensive  alarm.  To  this 
dangei:  to  our  republican  inatitatioos  and  that  created  by  the  infltigioe 
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given  to  the  Executive  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Federal  offi- 
cers I  propose  to  apply  all  the  remedies  which  may  be  at  my  command. 
It  was  certainly  a  great  error  in  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  not  to 
have  made  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  entirely 
independent  of  the  Executive.  He  should  at  least  have  been  removable 
only  upon  the  demand  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  have 
determined  never  to  remove  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  without  commu- 
nicating all  the  circumstances  attending  such  removal  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 

The  influence  of  the  Executive  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  franchise  through  the  medium  of  the  pubUc  officers  can  be 
effectually  checked  by  renewing  the  prohibition  pubUshed  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son forbidding  their  interference  in  elections  further  than  giving  their 
own  votes,  and  their  own  independence  secured  by  an  assurance  of  per- 
fect immunity  in  exercising  this  sacred  privilege  of  freemen  under  the 
dictates  of  their  own  unbiased  judgments.  Never  with  my  consent  shall 
an  officer  of  the  people,  compensated  for  his  services  out  of  their  pockets, 
become  the  pliant  instrument  of  Executive  will. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  means  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
which  might  be  used  with  greater  effect  for  unhallowed  purposes  than 
the  control  of  the  public  press.  The  maxim  which  our  ancestors  derived 
from  the  mother  country  that  ' '  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  the  great  bul- 
wark of  civil  and  religious  liberty*'  is  one  of  the  most  precious  legacies 
which  they  have  left  us.  We  have  learned,  too,  from  otu*  own  as  well  as 
the  experience  of  other  countries,  that  golden  shackles,  by  whomsoever 
or  by  whatever  pretense  imposed,  are  as  fatal  to  it  as  the  iron  bonds  of 
despotism.  The  presses  in  the  necessary  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  never  be  used  **to  clear  the  guilty  or  to  varnish  crime." 
A  decent  and  manly  examination  of  the  acts  of  the  Government  should 
be  not  only  tolerated,  but  encouraged. 

Upon  another  occasion  I  have  given  my  opinion  at  some  length  upon 
the  impropriety  of  Executive  interference  in  the  legislation  of  Congress — 
that  the  article  in  the  Constitution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  communicate  information  and  authorizing  him  to  recommend  meas- 
ures was  not  intended  to  make  him  the  source  in  legislation,  and,  in 
particular,  that  he  should  never  be  looked  to  for  schemes  of  finance. 
It  would  be  very  strange,  indeed,  that  the  Constitution  should  have 
strictly  forbidden  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  from  interfering  in  the 
origination  of  such  bills  and  that  it  should  be  considered  proper  that  an 
altogether  different  department  of  the  Government  should  be  permitted 
to  do  so.  Some  of  our  best  political  maxims  and  opinions  have  been 
drawn  from  our  parent  isle.  There  are  others,  however,  which  can  not 
be  introduced  in  our  system  without  singular  incongruity  and  the  pro- 
duction of  much  mischief,  and  this  I  conceive  to  be  one.  No  matter  in 
which  of  the  houses  of  Parliament  a  bill  may  originate  nor  by  whom 
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introduced — a  niinister  or  a  member  trf  the  uppoeition— bt-  the  Action  of 
law,  or  rather  of  constitutional  principle,  the  sovereign  is  supposed  lo 
have  prepared  it  agreeabh-  to  his  will  and  then  submitted  it  to  I'arlia- 
ment  for  their  advice  and  consent.      Now  the  very  reverse  is  the  case 
here,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  principle,  but  the  forms  prescri'.jed  by 
the  Constitution.    The  principle  certainly  assigns  to  the  only  bmly  cou- 
stituted  by  the  Constitution  (the  legislative  body)  the  power  to  make  < 
laws,  and  the  fonns  even  direct  that  the  enactment  should  be  ascribed  to  I 
them.     The  Senate,  iii  relation  to  revenue  bills,  have  the  right  to  pro-   ( 
poee  amendments,  and  .so  has  the  Executive  by  the  power  givai  him  to  I 
return  them  lo  the  House  of  Representatives  with  his  objectimis.     It  is  | 
iu  his  power  also  to  propose  amendments  in  the  existing  revenue  lawit, 
suggested  by  his  observations  upon  their  defective  or  injurious  opera- 
tion.    But  the  delicate  duty  of  devising  schemes  of  revenue  should  be  left 
where  the  Constitution  lias  placed  it — with  the  immediate  representa- 
tives of  the  people.      For  similar  reasons  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
treasure  should  be  prescribed  by  them,  and  the  further  removed  it  may   | 
he  from  the  control  of  the  Executive  the  more  wholesome  the  arrange- 
ment and  the  more  in  accordance  with  repubhcau  principle. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  character  of  the  currency.    The  idea  | 
of  making  it  exclusively  metallic.  howe\er  well  intended,  appears  to  me 
to  be  fraught  with  more  fatal  consequences  than  any  other  scheme  hav- 
ing no  relation  to  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizens  that  has  ever  been 
devised.     If  any  single  scheme  could  produce  the  effect  of  arresting  at 
ouce  that  mutation  of  condition  by  which  thousands  of  our  most  indigent  J 
fellow -citizens  by  their  industry  and  enterprise  are  raised  to  the  posses- 1 
sion  of  wealth,  that  is  the  one.     If  there  is  one  measure  better  calculated  I 
than  another  to  produce  that  state  of  things  so  much  deprecated  by  all  | 
true  republicans,  by  which  the  rich  are  daily  adding  to  their  hoards  and  I 
the  poor  sinking  deeper  into  penury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
Or  if  there  Is  a  process  by  which  the  cliaracter  of  the  country  for  gener- 
osity and  nobleness  of  feehng  may  be  destroyed  by  tlie  great  increa.se  and  | 
necessar>'  toleration  of  usury,  It  is  an  cxclusi\Te  metallic  currency. 

Amongst  Ihe  i>ther  duties  of  a  delicate  character  which  the  President 
is  called  upon  to  perform  is  the  supervifion  of  the  goveniraenl  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States.      Those  of  them  which  are  destined  to 
become  members  of  our  great  political  f;;tiuily  are  compensated  by  their  J 
mpi<t  progress  from  infancy  to  manhood  for  the  partial  and  temporary! 
depHv-atiou  of  their  poUtical  rights.      It  is  in  this  Dis'nct  only  whera 
American  citizens  are  to  be  found  who  under  9  %*,UeiI  jxilicy  are  dei>ri«-e< 
of  many  important  political  privileges  without  any  inspiring  hope  as  lofl 
the  futnre,     Their  only  consolation  under  circumstaun^  uf  such  depri-j 
vation  is  that  of  Ihe  dovoted  exterior  guards  ni  a  camp — tliat  their} 
sufferings  secure   tranquillity  and   sitfety  within.      Are  there   any  < 
tharoaratEsrmca  who  would  subject  them  to  greater  acrificcs,  to  aiqrl 
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otiwr  hmniUAtioiis  thatt  those  essentially  necessary  to  the  security  of  the 
oferiect  fior  which  they  were  thus  separated  from  their  fellow-dtizens? 
Are  their  ri^^hts  alone  not  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  application  of  those 
great  principles  upon  whieh  all  our  constitutions  are  founded?  We  are 
tcdd  by  the  greatest  of  British  orators  and  statesmen  that  at  the  com- 
meaccmept  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  most  stupid  men  in  Eng- 
land :^x)ike  of  *' their  American  subjects."  Are  there,  indeed,  citizens 
o£  any  ol  our  States  who  have  dreamed  of  their  subjects  in  the  District 
of  Columbia?  Such  dreams  can  never  be  realized  by  any  agency  of  mine. 
The  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  not  the  subjects  of  the  people 
of  the  States,  but  free  American  citizens.  Being  in  the  latter  condition 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  no  words  used  in  that  instrument 
could  have  been  intended  to  deprive  them  of  that  character.  If  there 
is  anything  in  the  great  principle  of  unalienable  rights  so  emphatically 
insisted  upon  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  they  could  neither 
make  nor  the  United  States  accept  a  surrender  of  their  liberties  and 
become  the  subjects — ^in  other  words,  the  slaves — of  their  former  fellow- 
citizens.  If  this  be  true — and  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  by  anyone  who 
has  a  correct  idea  of  his  own  rights  as  an  American  citizen — the  grant 
to  Congress  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  District  of  Columbia  can  be 
interpreted,  so  far  as  respects  the  aggregate  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  meaning  nothing  more  than  to  allow  to  Congress  the  controlling  power 
necessary  to  afford  a  free  and  safe  exercise  of  the  functions  assigned  to 
the  General  Government  by  the  Constitution.  In  all  other  respects  the 
legislation  of  Congress  should  be  adapted  to  their  peculiar  position  and 
wants  and  be  conformable  with  their  deliberate  opinions  of  their  own 
interests. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  respective  departments 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  all  the  other_  authorities  of  our  country, 
within  their  appropriate  orbits.  This  is  a  matter  of  difl&culty  in  some 
cases,  as  the  powers  which  they  respectively  claim  are  often  not  defined 
by  any  distinct  lines.  Mischievous,  however,  in  their  tendencies  as  col- 
lisions of  this  kind  may  be,  those  which  arise  between  the  respective 
communities  which  for  certain  purposes  compose  one  nation  are  much 
more  so,  for  no  such  nation  can  long  exist  without  the  careful  culture 
of  those  feelings  of  confidence  and  aflFection  which  are  the  efiEective 
bonds  to  union  between  free  and  confederated  states.  Strong  as  is  the 
tie  of  interest,  it  has  been  often  found  ineffectual.  Men  blinded  by  their 
passions  have  been  known  to  adopt  measures  for  their  country  in  direct 
opposition  to  all  the  suggestions  of  policy.  The  alternative,  then,  is  to 
destroy  or  keep  down  a  bad  passion  by  creating  and  fostering  a  good 
one,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  comer  stone  upon  which  our  American 
political  architects  have  reared  the  fabric  of  our  Government.  The 
cement  which  was  to  bind  it  and  perpetuate  its  existence  was  the  affec- 
tionate attachment  between  all  its  members.    To  insure  the  continuance 
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of  thl*  (adJllg,  pw»dlieeJ  «  fif«  br  a  cWHi—nity  of  dxagen,  a<  «dfar^ 
Iflga,  «ad  of  JaunM*.  tlw  adnatacEa  trf  eacfa  wnc  nade  a"**p*A-  to  iSL 
Ho  psrtidpaticn  ia  any  fpxid  poMCtd  liy  aay  manbcT  of  oar  extensive 
CtmiederaLy.  txctpi  in  iamatx  gomnttwnt,  was  witfabeld  from  tbe  ctti- 
Ken  <if  Btiy  (jOmt  membef .  By  s  proceSK  attended  with  no  difficnh^-,  no 
delay,  no  expente  bnl  thai  of  retDmral,  tbe  cttizcn  of  one  might  become 
the  iHtixen  'A  any  <f(her,  and  soocesri-ely  of  the  whole.  The  lines,  too. 
MjwrBtiiiK  \KMivn  to  be  exerciaed  by  the  cttiiens  of  ooe  State  from 
lIuHie  of  anijthcT  iieem  to  be  to  distinctly  drawn  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
mlaun'Ienitaiidirifc.  The  citizens  of  each  State  unite  in  tbeir  persons 
all  the  privilcKCK  which  that  chaiactcr  confers  and  all  that  they  may 
clnirn  as  dtizcnA  of  tlic  United  States,  but  in  no  case  can  tbe  same  per- 
nonn  ill  the  Miiti«  lime  ad  as  the  citizen  of  two  tieparate  States,  and  i^  is 
therefore  fiosithrly  preduded  from  any  interference  with  Ike  reserved  fx^trs 
of  any  Slalebut  that  o/whiek  he  is/or  the  lime  being  a  citizen.  He  may. 
ltid(-eil,  ofTcr  to  the  citizens  of  other  States  his  advice  as  to  their  manage- 
ment, and  the  fonn  in  which  it  is  tendered  is  left  to  bis  own  discretion 
and  UMise  of  propriety.  It  may  be  obaer\'ed,  Uowe\'er,  that  organized 
uHiMxrlntionn  of  cill/eiis  re(|uiring  compliance  with  their  wishes  too  much 
resciiiblc  the  rerommendaliom  of  Athens  to  her  allies,  supported  by  an 
nrmc'l  and  {xm'erful  fleet.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the  ambition  of  the  lead- 
iil|{  States  of  (Jrcccc  to  itintn)!  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  others  that 
the  dcstnictioH  of  that  celebrated  Confederacy,  and  subsequently  of  all 
its  memlHrm,  in  mainly  to  Ite  attributed,  and  it  is  owing  to  the  al>Btnce 
uf  that  wpirit  that  the  Hflvclic  Confederacy  ha.-?  for  so  many  years  been 
(mtacrvecl,  Never  Iiuh  there  licen  seen  in  the  institutions  of  the  separate 
tnetiilicnt  of  any  confederacy  more  elements  of  discord.  In  the  principles 
and  formn  >>f  itovemment  and  religion,  as  well  as  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  scvpral  Cantonn,  iu>  marked  a  discrepancy  was  observable  as  to  prom- 
lite  nnylliinK  hut  hanuony  in  their  intercourse  or  permanency  in  their 
alliance,  and  yel  fi>r  brcs  neither  has  been  interrupted.  Content  with 
the  jxwitiv-c  l)cnefits  which  their  union  produced,  with  the  independence 
Mtid  nafely  fnim  fnreiKii  aKK^'^^'^ui  which  it  secured,  these  sagacious 
(vxtpli-  ivsjwled  the  institutions  of  each  other,  howe\-er  repugnant 
llielr  own  principles  and  prejudices. 

t)nr  Confetleracy,  fellow-dtirens.  can  only  be  preser\-ed  by  the 
(otlieamnce.  thir  citizens  mnst  he  cmUeul  with  the  exercise  of  the 
(nwent  with  which  llic  Coiislituiion  clothes  them,  The  attempt  of  those 
<il  one  State  to  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  another  can  only 
rriMiIt  in  fechnjis  of  di>lnist  and  jcalousj-,  the  certain  harbingers  of  dis- 
iinkm.  violence,  nuil  civil  war,  ami  ilie  ultimate  destnictioo  of  our  free 
mMltuitiiiio  Out  CoiifMcnicy  is  pcricctir  illustrated  by  the  terras  and 
prinoi'l'  iiinon  coporincrship.    There  ts  a  fund  of  power 

to  be  >  ^  I   direction  of  the  joint  coancils  of  the  alUed 

tnnnbci  -  i.  has  been  reserved  by  tbe  individinl  ii 
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is  intangible  by  the  common  Government  or  the  individual  members 
composing  it.  To  attempt  it  fiuds  no  support  in  the  principles  of  our 
Constitution. 

It  should  be  our  constant  and  earnest  endeavor  mutually  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  concord  and  harmony  among  the  various  parts  of  our  Con- 
federacy. Experience  has  abundantly  taught  us  that  the  agitation  by 
citizens  of  one  part  of  the  Union  of  a  subject  not  confided  to  the  General 
Government,  but  exclusively  under  the  guardianship  of  the  local  authori- 
ties, is  productive  of  no  other  consequences  than  bitterness,  alienation, 
discord,  and  injury  to  the  very  cause  which  is  intended  to  be  advanced. 
Of  all  the  great  interests  which  appertain  to  our  country,  that  of  union — 
cordial,  confiding,  fraternal  union — is  by  far  the  most  important,  since 
it  is  the  only  true  and  sure  gUSiranty  of  all  others. 

In  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  business  and  the  currency, 
some  of  the  States  may  meet  with  diflBculty  in  their  financial  concerns. 
However  deeply  we  may  regret  anything  imprudent  or  excessive  in  the 
engagements  into  which  States  have  entered  for  piuposes  of  their  own, 
it  does  not  become  us  to  disparage  the  State  governments,  nor  to  dis- 
courage them  from  making  proper  efforts  for  their  own  relief.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  them  to  the  extent  of  our  con- 
stitutional authority  to  apply  their  best  means  and  cheerfully  to  make 
all  necessary  sacrifices  and  submit  to  all  necessary  burdens  to  fulfill 
their  engagements  and  maintain  their  credit,  for  the  character  and  credit 
of  the  several  States  form  a  part  of  the  character  and  credit  of  the  whole 
country.  The  resources  of  the  country  are  abundant,  the  enterprise  and 
activity  of  our  people  proverbial,  and  we  may  well  hope  that  wise  legis- 
lation and  prudent  administration  by  the  respective  governments,  each 
acting  within  its  own  sphere,  will  restore  former  prosperity. 

Unpleasant  and  even  dangerous  as  collisions  may  sometimes  be  between 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  citizens  of  our  country  in  relation  to  the 
lines  which  separate  their  respective  jurisdictions,  the  results  can  be  of 
no  vital  injury  to  our  institutions  if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted 
attachment  to  liberty,  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  for 
which  our  countrymen  were  once  distinguished,  continue  to  be  cherished. 
If  this  continues  to  be  the  ruling  passion  of  our  souls,  the  weaker  feel- 
ing of  the  mistaken  enthusiast  will  be  corrected,  the  Utopian  dreams  of 
the  scheming  politician  dissipated,  and  the  complicated  intrigues  of  the 
demagogue  rendered  harmless.  The  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  sovereign 
balm  for  every  injury  which  our  institutions  may  receive.  On  the  con- 
trary, no  care  that  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  our  Government,  no 
division  of  powers,  no  distribution  of  checks  in  its  several  departments, 
will  prove  effectual  to  keep  us  a  free  people  if  this  spirit  is  suffered  to 
decay;  and  decay  it  will  without  constant  nurture.  To  the  neglect  of  this 
dttty  the  best  historians  agree  in  attributing  the  ruin  of  all  the  republics 
with  whose  existence  and  fall  their  writings  have  made  us  acquainted. 
M  P— vol,  XV— a 
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iv»"t  'X  yj^'v  i^  i.  Q'jsiiixiact  passicir  of  iht  innaan  boson:,  sue  af  jod^  as 
lilt  riaa*^^"-^:!!^:^^*  yf  lae::  «ir  'ut  warpt:!  sac  ibeir  anecnoa*  changed  by 
'j^f^trationv  rrT^js  ih*sr  passnoa^  and  pre^ndicses  sc»  jung'  Trill  int  Ebenics 
of  a  tifr^jj^lt  d»rp*ac  ic  ibsir  own  consiart  ar-tsiticc:  t:-  hs  preserrariaxi. 
Tiit  dcO^'»r  t'j  fcll  iHTtlS-esiablibhed  fret  r:^*rT:nts:ir  arises  fron:  the 
urv3li:rii:ii*:%  of  li«t  pe'-Oit  "_•  btli*rrt  zz.  :"ir  cxisisn-jt  or  froc:  tLt  inflii- 
t^'j*:  of  desi^Tjin?  Tn»**n  civtnrtii;''  ibeir  tneztioz  zt'jc  ibt  cuaner  Trneace 
it  ap^roaiii*;*  to  &  Srouri*:  fron  whjir.  ::  'ji:z  n*r\'tr  ciint.  Tins-  is  ihe 
old  triii:  of  tbow:  who  wou^d  :i=;'^t-  '.bt  ir'-n-emints::  of  "^tdr  conrrrv. 
lu  the  narat  of  deniocrac}-  tbey  speLk.  warning  ihe  j»eM«bit  agains:  tbe 
infiuen'jt  'X  wea-'-b  and  tbt  dan;s:tr  of  aris!0'jracr>'.  Hisicr>-.  andcEi  and 
modem  i^  fr:Il  of  yuib  ex.ar2ple?.  Caesar  tfecsLSit  iht  nasr.er  of  ibe  Roman 
yfr'jpit  iLZiC  ibfc  s«enaie  nnder  ibt  preien«:  of  srprionini:  ihe  democratic 
claim-  of  tbt  fomitr  a^'ains:  tbt  arl^Locrar}'  of  iht  latter:  Crom-well. 
irj  tbt  iharj^'.'ler  of  projector  of  :b*:  liberties  c-f  ibe  peop-le  became  the 
Cr^MVJT  of  England,  and  Bolivar  possiessed  himsielf  of  unlimited  power 
Ti-jth  tbe  title  of  his  lountrv  *-  2it»erator.  There  is.  on  the  contrary-,  no 
'm'^M.zYjz  on  record  of  an  extensile  and  well-establiaiiec  rejrtzbbc  bcdn^ 
changed  into  an  ariytocTacy.  The  tendencies  oi  ali  such  go\'emment5 
in  their  de^.line  i^  to  monarchy,  and  the  antaponist  principle  to  liberty 
there  is  the  spirit  of  faction — a  spirit  which  assumes  the  character  and  in 
times  of  ^eat  excitement  imposes  it«:lf  upon  the  periple  as  the  genuine 
spirit  of  freedom,  and.  like  the  fair*  Christ?  whose  coming  was  foretold 
by  the  Savi'^^.  seeks  to.  and  were  it  pi^sible  wcnild.  impose  upon  the 
true  and  most  faithful  disciples  of  liljerty.  It  is  in  periods  like  this  that 
it  lx:hoo\*es  the  jieople  to  be  most  watchful  of  those  to  whom  they  have 
intrusted  power.  And  although  there  is  at  times  much  difficulty  in 
distinjruishing  the  false  from  the  true  spirit,  a  calm  and  dispiassionate 
investigation  will  detect  the  counterfeit,  as  well  by  the  character  of  its 
operations  as  the  results  that  are  produced.  The  true  spirit  of  liberty, 
although  de\-otef3.  perse\'ering.  bold,  and  tmcompromising  in  principle, 
that  secured  is  mild  and  tolerant  and  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  it 
em  ploy  Si.  whilst  the  spiirit  of  party,  assuming  to  be  that  of  liberty',  is 
har<^h.  vindictive,  and  intolerant,  and  totally  reckless  as  to  the  character 
of  the  allies  which  it  brings  to  the  aid  of  its  cause.  When  the  grenuine 
spirit  of  li^xrrty  animates  the  lyxiy  of  a  peoj>le  t':*  a  thorough  examination 
of  their  affair^,  it  leads  to  the  excision  of  ever^'  excrescence  which  mav 
have  fastened  itself  ujxjn  any  of  the  depanments  of  the  government,  and 
re'^tores  the  system  to  its  pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of  an 
intolerant  spirit  of  party  amongst  a  free  people  seldom  fails  to  result  in  a 
dangerous  accession  to  the  executive  power  introduced  and  established 
amidst  unusual  professions  of  de\*otion  to  democracy'. 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  almost  ezclusi\-ely  to  matters  connected 
with  our  domestic  conoerxiB.    It  may  be  proper,  however,  that  I  Aoald 
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give  some  indicarions  to  my  fellow-citizens  of  my  proposed  course  of  con- 
duct in  the  management  of  our  foreign  relations.  I  assure  them,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  my  intention  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  presence 
the  friendly  intercourse  which  now  so  happily  subsists  with  every  foreign 
nation,  and  that  although,  of  course,  not  well  informed  as  to  the  state  of 
pending  negotiations  with  any  of  them,  I  see  in  the  personal  characters 
of  the  sovereigns,  as  well  as  in  the  mutual  interests  of  our  own  and  of 
the  governments  with  which  our  relations  are  most  intimate,  a  pleasing 
guaranty  that  the  harmony  so  important  to  the  interests  of  their  subjects 
as  well  as  of  our  citizens  will  not  be  interrupted  by  the  advancement  of 
any  claim  or  pretension  upon  their  part  to  which  our  honor  would  not  per- 
mit us  to  yield.  Long  the  defender  of  my  country's  rights  in  the  field,  I 
trust  that  my  fellow-citizens  will  not  see  in  my  earnest  desire  to  preserve 
peace  with  foreign  powers  any  indication  that  their  rights  will  ever  be 
sacrificed  or  the  honor  of  the  nation  tarnished  by  any  admission  on  the 
part  of  their  Chief  Magistrate  unworthy  of  their  former  glory.  In  our 
intercourse  with  our  aboriginal  neighbors  the  same  Uberality  and  justice 
which  marked  the  course  prescribed  to  me  by  two  of  my  illustrious 
predecessors  when  acting  under  their  direction  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  superintendent  and  commissioner  shall  be  strictly  observed.  I 
can  conceive  of  no  more  sublime  spectacle,  none  more  likely  to  pro- 
pitiate an  impartial  and  common  Creator,  than  a  rigid  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  justice  on  the  part  of  a  powerful  nation  in  its  transactions 
with  a  weaker  and  unciviUzed  people  whom  circumstances  have  placed 
at  its  disposal. 

Before  concluding,  fellow-citizens,  I  must  say  something  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  the  parties  at  this  time  existing  in  our  country.  To  me  it 
appears  perfectly  clear  that  the  interest  of  that  country  requires  that  the 
violence  of  the  spirit  by  which  those  parties  are  at  this  time  governed 
must  be  greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  extinguished,  or  consequences 
will  ensue  which  are  appalling  to  be  thought  of. 

If  parties  in  a  republic  are  necessary  to  secure  a  degree  of  vigilance 
sufficient  to  keep  the  public  functionaries  within  the  bounds  of  law  and 
duty,  at  that  point  their  usefulness  ends.  Beyond  that  they  become 
destructive  of  pubUc  virtue,  the  parent  of  a  spirit  antagonist  to  that  of 
liberty,  and  eventually  its  inevitable  conqueror.  We  have  examples 
of  republics  where  the  love  of  country  and  of  liberty  at  one  time  were 
the  dominant  passions  of  the  whole  mass  of  citizens,  and  yet,  with  the 
continuance  of  the  name  and  forms  of  free  government,  not  a  vestige  of 
these  qualities  remaining  in  the  bosoms  of  any  one  of  its  citizens.  It 
was  the  b^utiful  remark  of  a  distinguished  English  writer  that  **in 
the  Roman  senate  Octavius  had  a  party  and  Antony  a  party,  but  the 
Commonwealth  had  none.''  Yet  the  senate  continued  to  meet  in  the 
temple  of  liberty  to  talk  of  the  sacredness  and  beauty  of  the  Common- 
IvtalUi  and  gaze  at  tbe  statues  of  the  elder  Brutus  aud  of  the  Curtii  and 
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Udtii.  and  the  people  assembled  in  the  forum,  not.  as  in  the  days  of 
Camillns  and  the  Scipios,  to  cast  their  free  votes  for  annoal  magistrates 
or  pass  upon  the  acts  of  the  senate,  but  to  Tecei\-e  from  the  hands  of  the 
leaders  of  the  respective  parties  their  share  of  the  spoils  and  to  shout  for 
one  or  the  other,  as  those  collected  in  Gaul  or  Egypt  and  the  lesser  Asia 
would  furnish  the  larger  di\-idend.  The  spirit  of  libertj-  had  fled,  and, 
avoiding  the  abodes  of  ct^Hlized  man,  had  sought  protection  in  the  wilds 
of  Scjlhia  or  Scandinavia;  and  so  under  the  operation  of  the  same 
causes  and  influences  it  mil  fly  from  our  Capitol  and  our  forums.  A 
calamitv'  so  awful,  not  only  to  our  country,  but  to  the  world,  must  be 
deprecated  by  every  patriot  and  everj'  tendencj'  to  a  state  of  things  hkely 
to  produce  it  immediately  checked.  Such  a  tendeno'  has  existed — does 
exist.  Always  the  friend  of  my  countrjnien,  neip-er  their  flatterer,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  say  to  them  from  this  high  place  to  which  their 
partiality  has  exalted  me  that  there  exists  in  the  land  a  spirit  hostile  to 
their  best  interests — hostile  to  liberty  itself.  It  is  a  spirit  contracted  in 
its  \-iews,  selfish  in  its  objects.  It  looks  to  the  aggrandizement  of  a  few 
even  to  the  destruction  of  the  interests  of  the  whole.  The  entire  remedy 
is  with  the  people.  Something.  howe\-er.  may  be  effected  hj'  the  means 
which  they  have  placed  in  my  hands.  It  is  union  that  we  want,  not  of  a 
party  for  the  sake  of  that  party,  but  a  union  of  the  wliole  country-  for  the 
sake  of  the  whole  countrj,  for  the  defense  of  its  interests  and  its  honor 
against  foreign  aggression,  for  the  defense  of  those  principles  for  which 
our  ancestors  so  gloriously  contended.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon  me  it 
shall  be  accomplished.  All  the  influence  that  I  possess  shall  be  exerted 
to  preA'ent  the  formation  at  least  of  an  Executive  party  in  the  halls 
of  the  legislative  body.  I  Wi-ish  for  the  support  of  no  member  of  that 
body  to  any  measure  of  mine  that  does  not  satisfy  his  judgment  and  his 
sense  of  duty  to  those  from  whom  he  holds  his  appointment,  nor  any 
confidence  in  advance  from  the  people  but  that  asked  for  b>'  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, "to  gi\-e  firmness  and  effect  to  the  legal  administration  of  tl 
affairs. ' ' 

I  deem  the  present  occasion  sufficiently  important  and  solemn  to  jus1 
me  in  expressing  to  ray  fell ow-citi? ens  a  profound  reverence  for  the  Chris- 
tian religion  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  sound  morals,  religious  lib- 
erty, and  a  just  sense  of  religious  responMbility  are  essentially  connected 
with  all  true  and  lasting  happiness:  and  to  that  good  Being  who  has 
blessed  ns  by  the  gifts  of  ci%-il  and  religious  freedom,  wlio  watched  o\-er 
and  prospered  the  labors  of  our  fathers  and  has  hitherto  preserved  tons 
institutions  far  exceeding  in  excellence  those  of  any  other  pe^le.  let 
us  unite  in  fer\'ently  commending  every  interest  of  our  belqved  country 
in  all  future  tinie. 

Fellow-citiiens,  being  fully  invested  with  that  high  office  to  which  the 
partiality  of  my  countr>'men  haa  called  me,  I  now  take  an  affectionate 
iMve  of  you.    You  will  bear  witb  you  to  yoar  homes  the  remembraQce  of 
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the  pledge  I  have  this  day  given  to  discharge  all  the  high  duties  of  my 
exalted  station  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  shall  enter  upon 
their  performance  with  entire  confidence  in  the  support  of  a  just  and 
generous  people. 

March  4,  1841. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  March  5,  1841. 

I  hereby  withdraw  all  nominations  made  to  the  Senate  on  or  before 
the  3d  instant  and  which  were  not  definitely  acted  on  at  the  close  of  its 
session  on  that  day.  ^_  ^^  HARRISON. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[Prom  Statutes  at  Large  (Little,  Brown  &  Co.).  Vol.  XI,  p.  786.] 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  sundry  important  and  weighty  matters,  principally  growing 
out  of  the  condition  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  country,  appear 
to  me  to  call  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  its 
next  annual  session,  and  thus  form  an  extraordinary  occasion,  such  as 
renders  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  the  convention  of  the  two  Houses 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable:  ' 

I  do  therefore  by  this  my  proclamation  convene  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  to  meet  in  the  Capitol,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  last 
Monday,  being  the  31st  day,  of  May  next;  and  I  require  the  respective 
Senators  and  Representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble,  in  order  to 
receive  such  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  Union  as  may  be 
given  to  them  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  measures  as  the  good  of 
the  country  may  seem  to  them,  in  the  exercise  of  their  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion, to  require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
rs«AL  1         I^ne  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  17th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1 84 1,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-fifth.  ^   jj   HARRISON. 

By  the  President: 

Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  HARRISON. 

PUBLIC  ANNOUNCEMENT. 
[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligenoer,  April  5. 1841.] 

Washington,  April  /,  1841, 

An  all- wise  Providence  having  suddenly*  removed  from  this  life  William 
Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  we  have  thought 
it  our  duty,  in  the  recess  of  Congress  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice- 
President  from  the  seat  of  Government,  to  make  this  afflicting  bereave- 
ment known  to  the  country  by  this  declaration  under  otu-  hands. 

He  died  at  the  President's  house,  in  this  city,  this  4th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1841,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  overwhelmed,  like  otnselves,  by  an 
event  so  unexpected  and  so  melancholy,  will  derive  consolation  from 
knowing  that  his  death  was  calm  and  resigned,  as  his  life  has  been 
patriotic,  useful,  and  distinguished,  and  that  the  last  utterance  of  his  Ups 
expressed  a  fervent  desire  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
preservation  of  its  true  principles.  In  death,  as  in  life,  the  happiness  of 
his  country  was  uppermost  in  his  thoughts. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State. 

THOMAS  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 

Attorney-  General. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-General. 

[The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  absent  from  the  dty.] 

AN'NOUNCEMENT  TO  THE  MCE-PRESIDENT. 
[From  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer.  April  5,  1841.] 

John  Tyler.  Washington.  April  4.  1841. 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  It  has  become  our  most  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  William 
Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  has  departed  this 
life. 

This  distressing  event  took  place  this  day  at  the  President's  manskmi 
in  th]3  dty,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  in  the  morning. 
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• 

We  lose  no  time  in  dispatching  the  chief  clerk  in  the  State  Department 
as  a  special  messenger  to  bear  you  these  melancholy  tidings. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient 

servants, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State, 

THOMAS  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War, 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney-  General, 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-  General, 


ANNOUNCEMENT   TO   REPRESENTATIVES    OF   THE   UNITED    STATES 

ABROAD. 

[Prom  official  records  in  the  State  Department.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington  y  April  4.,  184.1, 

Sir:  It  has  become  my  most  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
decease  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  afflicting  event  took  place  this  day  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  in 

this  city,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  WEBSTER. 


ANNOUNCEBIENT  to  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[From  official  records  in  the  State  Department.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  5,  1841, 

Sir:  It  is  my  great  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  an  event 
not  less  afficting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  than  distressing  to 
my  own  feelings  and  the  feeUngs  of  all  those  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  President  departed  this  life  yesterday  at  thirty  minutes  before  i 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

•  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies,  which 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  and  with  the  particular  arrange- 
ngfpXl^  fop  ^hich  ^ou  will  be  m$^de  accj^uainted  in  dt|e  tiipet 
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Not  doubting  your  sympathy  aud  condolence  with  the  ( 
and  people  of  the  countr>'  on  this  bereavement.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  with  high  condderation,  your  obedient  senaut. 

DANL.  ^"EBSTER. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO   THE  ARMY. 
[Fiom  olBciBi  remrils  in  ibe  Wat  Dejmrdnenl.J 

Department  of  War, 

Washington,  April  s.  1S41. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sorrow  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
announces  to  the  Army  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
William  Henr>-  Harrison  is  no  more.  His  long  and  faithful  services  in 
many  subordinate  but  important  statious,  his  recent  elevation  to  the 
highest  in  honor  and  power,  and  the  brief  term  allotted  to  him  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it  are  •ircumstances  of  themselves  which  must  awaken 
the  Uveliest  sympathy  in  every  bosom.  But  these  are  personal  con- 
siderations; the  dispensation  is  heaviest  and  most  afflicting  on  public 
grounds.  This  great  calamity  has  befallen  the  country  at  a  period  of 
general  anxiety  for  its  present,  and  some  apprehension  for  its  future,  con- 
dition— at  a  time  when  it  is  most  desirable  that  all  its  high  offices  should 
be  filled  and  all  its  high  trusts  administered  in  harmony,  wisdom,  and 
vigor.  The  generosity  of  character  of  the  deceased,  the  conspicuous 
honesty  of  his  principles  and  purposes,  together  with  the  still  and  firm- 
nes.s  with  whfch  he  maintained  them  in  all  situations,  had  won  for  him 
the  affection  and  confidence  of  his  countrymen;  but  at  the  moment  when 
by  their  voice  he  was  raised  to  a  station  in  the  discharge  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  which  the  most  beneficent  results  might  justly  have  been 
anticipated  from  his  great  experience,  his  sound  judgment,  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people,  and  his  unquestioned 
devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  Union,  it  has  pleased 
but  mysterious  Providence  to  remo\'e  him  suddenly  from  that  and  ev( 
other  earthly  employment. 

WTiile  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Array  share  in  the  general  grief 
which  these  considerations  so  naturally  and  irresistibly  inspire,  they  will 
doubtless  be  penetrated  with  increased  sensibility  and  feel  a  deeper  con- 
cern in  testifying  in  the  manner  appropriate  to  them  the  full  measure  of 
a  nation's  gratitude  for  the  eminent  services  of  the  departed  patriot  and 
in  rendering  just  and  adequate  honors  to  his  memory  because  he  was 
himself  a  soldier,  and  an  approved  one,  receiving  his  earhest  lessons  in 
a  camp,  and,  when  in  rip?r  years  called  to  the  command  of  armies,  illus- 
trating the  profession  of  arms  by  his  personal  qualities  and  coutributing 
largely  by  hb  successes  to  the  stock  of  his  country's  };lor>-. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  suddenness  of  the  emergency  has  miade  it 
necessary  to  aonotuice  thi$  sad  e\''ent  in  the  absence  of  the  Vtct-PresWrttt 
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from  the  seat  of  Government;  but  the  greatest  confidence  is  felt  that  he 
will  cordially  approve  the  sentiments  expressed,  and  that  he  will  in  due 
time  give  directions  for  such  further  marks  of  respect  not  prescribed 
by  the  existing  regulations  of  the  Army  as  may  be  demanded  by  the 

^^^^*^^-  JOHN  BELL,  Secretary  of  War. 

General  Orders,  No.  20. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-Generai^'s  Office, 

Washington,  April  7,  1841. 

The  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  having  been  oflBcially 
announced  from  the  War  Department,  the  Major- General  Commanding 
in  Chief  communicates  to  the  Army  the  melancholy  intelligence  with 
feelings  of  the  most  profound  sorrow.  The  long,  arduous,  and  faithful 
military  services  in  which  President  Harrison  has  been  engaged  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  Western  country,  from  the  rank  of  a  subal- 
tern to  that  of  a  commander  in  chief,  are  too  well  known  to  require  a 
recital  of  them  here.  It  is  suflBcient  to  point  to  the  fields  of  Tippecanoe, 
the  banks  of  the  Miami,  and  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  to  recall  to 
many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  present  Army  the  glorious  results  of  some 
of  his  achievements  against  the  foes  of  his  country,  both  savage  and 
civilized. 

The  Army  has  on  former  occasions  b6en  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  distinguished  patriots  who  have  occupied  the  Presidential  chair,  but 
this  is  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  it  has  to 
lament  the  demise  of  a  President  while  in  the  actual  exercise  of  the  high 
functions  of  the  Chief  "Magistracy  of  the  Union. 

The  members  of  the  Army,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  of 
all  classes,  deeply  deplore  this  national  bereavement;  but  although  they 
have  lost  a  friend  ever  ready  to  protect  their  interests,  his  bright  exam- 
ple in  the  paths  of  honor  and  glory  still  remains  for  their  emulation. 

The  funeral  honors  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  troops  in  paragraph  523 
of  the  General  Regulations  will  be  duly  observed,  and  the  troops  at  the 
several  stations  will  be  paraded  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  this  order  will 
be  read,  after  which  all  labors  for  the  day  will  cease;  the  national  flag 
will  be  displayed  at  half-stafif;  at  dawn  of  day  thirteen  guns  will  be 
fired,  besides  the  half-hour  gtms  as  directed  by  the  Regulations,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute.  The  standards,  guidons,  and 
colors  of  the  several  regiments  will  be  put  in  momning  for  ^he  period  of 
six  months,  and  the  officers  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  on 
the  left  arm  above  the  elbow  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword  for  the  same 
period. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  Major-General  Commanding  in  Chief: 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant-General, 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  THE  NAVY. 

IFrom  official  ncDTdi  in  ihe  Navy  IxpanmeBL] 

Generai,  Order. 

Saw  Department.  April  5,  iS^i. 

The  Department  announces  to  the  officers  of  the  Naii-j*  and  Marine 
Corps  the  death  of  Wittiam  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  occurred  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  directs  that,  uniting  n-ith 
their  fellow -citizens  in  the  manifestations  of  thor  respect  for  the  exalted 
character  and  eminent  public  services  of  the  illustrious  deceased,  and  of 
their  sense  of  the  bereavement  the  country  has  sustained  by  this  afflict- 
ing dispensation  of  Providence,  they  weir  the  usual  badge  of  mounmig 
for  six  montlis. 

The  Department  further  directs  that  funeral  honors  be  paid  him  atg 

each  of  the  nav>-yards  and  on  board  each  of  the  public  vessels  in  com-| 

mission  by  firing  twenty-six  minute  guns,  commencing  at  12  o'clock  n 

on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  by  wearing  their  flags  atl 

half-mast  for  one  week.  ,    rt   oTimc' 

J.  D.  SIMMS, 

Acting  Seeretary  of  the  Navy. 


■    OFFICIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNERAl,. 

IPiDOi  DfficUl  rcccTdi  in  ihc  SUIc  Dcpattneot.} 

Washington.  April  4.  1S4T. 

The  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  death  of  the  Prea- 
dent  render  it  indispensable  for  us,  in  the  recess  of  Congress  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  \' ice- President,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  funeral 
solemnities.  Having  consulted  with  the  family  and  personal  friends 
of  the  deceased,  we  haii-e  concluded  that  the  funeral  be  solemnized  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  at  12  o'clock.  The  religious  services  to  be 
performed  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
church  the  deceased  most  usually  worshiped.  The  body  to  be  taken  from 
the  President's  house  lo  the  Congress  Burjing  Grotmd,  accompanied  by 
a  raiUtary  and  a  ci\'ic  proc«ssiou.  and  deposited  in  the  receiving  tomb. 

The  militarj'  arrangements  to  l)e  under  the  direction  of  Major-General 
Macomb,  tlie  General  Commanding  in  Chief  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  Major -General  Walter  Jones,  of  the  militia  of  the  District  o 
Columbia. 

Commodore  Morris,  the  senior  captain  in  the  Xa\'y  ikiw  in  the  city 
to  Itave  the  direction  of  the  naval  arraugeuieuts. 

The  mar^Iial  of  the  District  to  have  the  direction  of  the  civic  proces- 
9tOD,  a'isisted  by  the  mayors  of  Washington,  G«orgeKm-u,  and  Alexandria, 
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the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  such  other 
citizens  as  they  may  see  fit  to  call  to  their  aid. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  ex-President  of  the  United  States,  members  of 
Congress  now  in  the  city  or  its  neighborhood,  all  the  members  of  the 
diplomatic  body  resident  in  Washington,  and  all  officers  of  Government 
and  citizens  generally  are  invited  to  attend. 

And  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  officers  of  Government  that 
they  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning. 

DANL.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State, 

T.  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

JNO.  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War, 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney-  General, 

FR.  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-  General, 

[The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  absent  from  the  city.] 

[Prom  official  records  in  the  War  Department] 

District  Orders. 

Washington,  April  jr,  1841. 

The  foregoing  notice  from  the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  informs  you  what  a  signal  calamity  has  befallen  us 
in  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prominent 
part  assigned  you  in  those  funeral  honors  which  may  bespeak  a  nation's 
respect  to  the  memory  of  a  departed  patriot  and  statesman,  whose  vir- 
tue and  talents  as  a  citizen  and  soldier  had  achieved  illustrious  services, 
and  whose  sudden  death  has  disappointed  the  expectation  of  still  more 
important  benefits  to  his  country. 

With  a  view  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  these  high  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment in  a  manner  befitting  the  occasion  and  honorable  to  the  militia 
corps  of  this  District,  I  request  the  general  and  field  officers,  the  general 
staff,  and  the  commandants  of  companies  to  assemble  at  my  house 
to-morrow,  Tuesday,  April  6,  precisely  at  10  o'clock,  to  report  the 
strength  and  equipment  of  the  several  corps  of  the  militia  and  to  receive 
final  instructions  for  parade  and  arrangement  in  the  mihtary  part  of  the 
funeral  procession. 

The  commandants  of  such  militia  corps  from  the  neighboring  States  as 
desire  to  unite  in  the  procession  are  respectfully  invited  to  report  to  me 
as  soon  as  practicable  their  intention,  with  a  view  to  arrange  them  in 
4tl^  and  uniform  order  as  a  part  of  the  general  miUtar^r  escort* 
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The  detail  of  these  arrangements,  to  which  all  the  military  accessories, 
both  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  are  expected  to  conform,  will  be  published 
in  due  time  for  the  information  of  all. 

For  the  present  it  is  deemed  sufficient  to  say  that  the  whole  military 
part  of  the  procession,  including  the  regular  troops  of  every  arm  and 
denomination  and  all  the  militia  corps,  whether  of  this  District  or  of 
the  States,  will  be  consolidated  in  one  column  of  escort,  whereof  Major- 
General  Macomb,  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  will  take 
the  general  command,  and  Brigadier-General  Roger  Jones,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  will  act  as  adjutant-general 
and  officer  of  the  day.  WALTER  JONES, 

Maj,  Gen.,  Comdg,  the  Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington  ^  AprU  6,  184.1. 

The  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and 
the  major-general  commanding  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Coltmibia, 
having  been  charged  by  the  executive  officers  of  the  Government  with 
the  military  arrangements  for  the  funeral  honors  to  be  paid  to  the  patriot 
and  illustrious  citizen,  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  direct  the  following  order  of  arrangement: 

Order  op  the  Procession. 

FUNBRAI.  escort. 

(In  column  of  march.) 

Infantry. 

Battalion  of  Baltimore  volunteers. 

Company  of  Annapolis  volunteers. 

Battalion  of  Washington  volunteers. 

Marines. 

United  States  Marine  Corps. 
Corps  of  commissioned  officers  of  the  Baltimore  volunteers,  headed  by  & 

major-general. 

Cavalry. 

Squadron  of  Georgetown  Light  Dragoons. 

Artillery. 

Troop  of  United  States  light  artillery. 
Dismounted  officers  of  volunteers,  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army  in  the 

order  named. 
Mounted  officers  of  volunteers,  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army  in  the 

order  named. 
Bfajor-General  Walter  Jones,  commanding  the  militia. 

Aids-de-camp. 
Bfajor-General  Macomb,  Commanding  the  Army. 

^^ids-de-camp. 
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CIVIC  PROCBSSION. 

United  States  marshal  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  mayors  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria. 
Clergy  of  the  District  of  Coltmibia  and  elsewhere. 
Ph3rsicians  to  the  President. 
Fimeral  car  with  the  corpse. 
Pallbearers, — R.  Cutts,  esq.,  for  Maine;  Hon.  J.  B.  Moore;  for  New  Hampshire;  Hon. 
C.  Cushing,  Massachusetts;  M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  esq.,  Rhode  I^and;  W.  B.  Lloyd, 
esq.,  Connecticut;  Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  Vermont;  General  John  Granger,  New 
York;  Hon.  G.  C.  Washington,  New  Jersey;  M.  Willing,  esq.,  Pennsylvania; 
Hon.  A.  Naudain,  Delaware;  David  Hoffman,  esq. ,  Maryland;  Major  Camp,  Vir- 
ginia; Hon.  £.  D.  White,  North  Carolina;  John  Carter,  esq..  South  Carolina; 
General  D.  L.  Clinch,  Georgia;  Th.  Crittenden,  esq.,  Kentucky;  Colonel  Rogers, 
Tennessee;  Mr.  Graham,  Ohio;  M.  Durald,  esq.,  Louisiana;  General  Robert 
Hanna,  Indiana;  Anderson  Miller, esq.,  Mississippi;  D.  G.  Gamsey, esq.,  Illinois; 
Dr.  Perrine,  Alabama;  Major  Russell,  Missouri;  A.  W.  Lyon,  esq.,  Arkansas; 
General  Howard,  Michigan;  Hon.  J.  D.  Doty,  Wisconsin;  Hon.  C.  Downing, 
Florida;  Hon.  W.  B.  Carter,  Iowa;  R.  Smith,  esq.,  District  of  Columbia. 

Family  and  relatives  of  the  late  President. 
#  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  heads  of  Departments. 

Ex-President  Adams. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  district  judges 

of  the  United  States. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  and  Secretary. 

Senators  and  officers  of  the  Senate. 

Foreign  ministers  and  suites. 

United  States  and  Mexican  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  imder  the 

convention  with  Mexico. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  officers. 

Governors  of  States  and  Territories  and  members  of  State  kgislatures. 

Judges  of  the  circuit  and  criminal  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the 

members  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  courts. 

The  judges  of  the  several  States. 

The  Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury,  Auditors,  Treasurer,  Register,  Solicitor,  and 

Commissioners  of  Land  Office,  Pensions,  Indian  Affairs,  Patents,  and  Public 

Buildings. 

The  clerks,  etc.,  of  the  several  Departments,  preceded  by  their  respective  chief 

clerks,  and  all  other  civil  officers  of  the  Government. 

Officers  of  the  Revolution. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war  who  served  under  the  command  of  the 

late  President. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Washington. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Georgetown. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Alexandria. 

Such  societies  and  fraternities  as  may  wish  to  join  the  proce^ion,  to  report  to  the 

marshal  of  the  District,  who  will  assign  them  their  respective  positions. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

The  troops  designated  to  form  the  escort  will  assemble  in  the  avenue 
north  of  the  President's  house,  and  form  line  precisely  at  11  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  with  its  right  (Captain  Ringgold's 
troop  of  light  artillery)  resting  opposite  the  western  gate. 

The  procession  will  move  precisely  at  12  o'clock  m.,  when  minute  guns 
will  \ft  fired  by  detachments  of  artillery  stationed  near  St.  John's  church 
and  the  City  Hall,  and  by  the  Columbian  Artillery  at  the  CapitoL    At 
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the  same  hour  the  bells  of  the  several  churches  in  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria  will  be  tolled. 

At  sunrise  to-morrow,  the  7th  instant,  a  Federal  salute  will  be  fired 
from  the  military  stations  in  the  \ncinity  of  Washington,  minute  guns 
between  the  hours  of  12  and  3,  and  a  national  salute  at  the  setting  of 
the  sun. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  on  the  left  arm  and  on  the 
hilt  of  the  sword. 

The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  is  charged  with  the  military 
arrangements  of  the  day,  aided  by  the  Assistant  Adjutants-General  on 
duty  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

The  United  States  marshal  of  the  District  has  the  direction  of  the  dvic 
procession,  assisted  by  the  mayors  of  the  cities  of  the  District  and  the 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

By  order:  ROGER  JONES, 

Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 


CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  HARRISON. 
[Prom  official  records,  written  on  parchment,  in  ftieCtate  Department.] 

Washington,  April 4,  A,  D.  1841. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States,  departed  this 
life  at  the  President's  house,  in  this  dty,  this  morning,  being  Sunday, 
the  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1841 ,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  in  the 
morning;  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  being  in  the  house, 
and  some  of  us  in  his  immediate  presence,  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

W.  W.  SEATON,  DANL.  WEBSTER, 

Mayor  of  Washington .  Secretary  of  State, 

THOMAS  MILLER,  M.  D.,  THOMAS  EWING, 

Attending  Physician.  Secretary  0/ the  Treasury, 

ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D.,       JNO.  BELL. 

Consulting  Physician,  Secretary  of  War, 

WM.  HAWLEY,  J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Rector  of  St,  John 's  Church .  Attorney-  General, 

A.  HUNTER,  FR.  GRANGER, 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia .  Postmaster-  General, 

WM.  THOS.  CARROLL,  JOHN  CHAMBERS, 

Clerk  of  Supreme  Court  U.  S.     c.  S.  TODD, 

FLETCHER  WEBSTER,  DAVID  O.  COUPLAND, 

Chief  Clerk  in  the  State  Dept,  Of  the  President's  Family. 

Let  this  be  duly  recorded  and  placed  among  the  rolls. 

DANL.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  ofSiaU. 
Recorded  in  Domestic  Letter  Book  by — 

A.  T,  Mccormick, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS. 
[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  April  5, 1841.] 

Hon.  D.  WEBSTBR.  Washington.  April  4, 1841. 

Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  made  to  us  by  yourself 
and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Cabinet,  the  attending  and  consulting 
physicians  have  drawn  up  the  abstract  of  a  report  on  the  President's 
case,  which  I  herewith  transmit  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  MILLER, 

Attending  Physician, 

On  Satnrday,  March  27,  1841,  President  Harrison,  after  several  da3rs*  previous 
indisposition,  was  seized  with  a  chill  and  other  symptoms  of  fever.  The  next  day 
pneumonia,  with  congestion  of  the  liver  and  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
was  ascertained  to  exist  The  age  and  debility  of  the  patient,  with  the  immediate 
prostration,  forbade  a  resort  to  general  blood  letting.  Topical  depletion,  blistering, 
and  appropriate  internal  remedies  subdued  in  a  great  measure  the  disease  of  the 
lungs  and  liver,  but  the  stomach  and  intestines  did  not  regain  a  healthy  condition. 
Finally,  on  the  3d  of  April,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  profuse  diarrhea  came  on,  under  which 
he  sasJc  at  thirty  minutes  to  i  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 

The  last  words  uttered  by  the  President,  as  heard  by  Dr.  Worthington,  were  these: 
"Sir,  I  wish  you  to  understand  the  true  principles  of  the  Government.    I  wish  them 
out    I  ask  nothing  more."  THO.  MILLER.  M.  D.. 

Attending  Physician, 

FRED.  MAY,  M.  D., 

N.  W.  WORTHINGTON,  M.  D., 

J.  C.  HALL,  M.  D., 

ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D., 

Consulting  Physicians, 


OATH  OF  OFFICE  ADMINISTERED  TO  PRESIDENT  JOHN  TYLER   IN 

THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE  CABINET.* 

[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  April  7, 1841.] 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  ability  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

APKn.6.1841.  JOHN  TYLER. 

District  op  Coi^umbia, 

City  and  County  of  Washington^  ss: 

I,  William  Cranch,  chief  judge  of  the  circnit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
certify  that  the  above-named  John  Tyler  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day, 
•lid  idthoQgh  he  deema  himself  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  and  ezerdae  the 

^Tbe  09cntaf3r  of  tl^e  Vvr^  waa  abtent  from  the  dtj. 
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powers  and  office  of  President  on  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  without  any  other  oath  than  that  which  he  has  taken  as 
Vice-President,  yet  as  doubts  may  arise ^  and  for  greater  caution,  took  and  subscribed 
the  forgoing  oath  before  me.  ^  CRANCH 

Aprii,  6,  1841. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  THB  PBOPLB  of  THE  UnITBD  STATBS. 

A  RBCOMMBNDATION. 

Washington,  April  ij,  1841. 

When  a  Christian  people  feel  themselves  to  be  overtaken  by  a  great 
public  calamity,  it  becomes  them  to  humble  themselves  under  the  dis- 
pensation of  Divine  Providence,  to  recognize  His  righteous  government 
over  the  children  of  men,  to  acknowledge  His  goodness  in  time  past,  as 
well  as  their  own  tmworthiness,  and  to  supplicate  His  merciful  protection 
for  the  future. 

The  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  so  soon  after  his  elevation  to  that  high  office,  is  a  bereavement 
peculiarly  calculated  to  be  regarded  as  a  heavy  affliction  and  to  impress 
all  minds  with  a  sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  things  and  of  {he 
dependence  of  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  upon  our  Heavenly  Parent. 

I  have  thought,  therefore,  that  I  should  be  acting  in  conformity  with 
the  general  expectation  and  feelings  of  the  community  in  recommend- 
ing, as  I  now  do,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  every  reUgious 
denomination  that,  according  to  their  several  modes  and  forms  of  worship, 
they  observe  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  by  such  religious  services  as 
may  be  suitable  on  the  occasion;  and  I  recommend  Friday,  the  14th  day 
of  May  next,  for  that  purpose,  to  the  end  that  on  that  day  we  may  all 
with  one  accord  join  in  humble  and  reverential  approach  to  Him  in 
whose  hands  we  are,  invoking  Him  to  inspire  us  with  a  proper  spirit 
and  temper  of  heart  and  mind  under  these  frowns  of  His  providence  and 
still  to  bestow  His  gracious  benedictions  upon  our  Government  and  our 

^^^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

[For  "A  resolution  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  Congress  upon 
the  event  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of 
the  United  States,"  see  p.  55.] 
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John  Tyi^r,  second  son  of  Jtidge  John  Tyler,  govenior  of  Virginia 
from  1808  to  181 1,  and  Mary  Armistead,  was  bom  at  Greenway,  Charles 
City  County,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was  graduated  at  William  and 
Mary  College  in  1807.  At  college  he  showed  a  strong  interest  in  ancient 
history;  was  also  fond  of  poetry  and  music,  and  was  a  skillful  performer 
on  the  violin.  In  1809  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  had  already 
begun  to  obtain  a  good  practice  when  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature. 
Took  his  seat  in  that  body  in  December,  181 1.  Was  here  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Madison's  Administration;  and  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  soon  followed,  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  become  conspicu- 
ous as  a  forcible  and  persuasive  orator.  March  29,  18 13,  he  married 
Letitia,  daughter  of  Robert  Christian,  and  a  few  weeks  afterwards  was 
called  into  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  militia  to  take  part 
in  the  defense  of  Richmond,  threatened  by  the  British.  This  military 
service  lasted  but  a  month.  He  was  reelected  to  the  legislature  annually 
until,  in  November,  18 16,  he  was  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives.  Was  reelected  to  the  Fifteenth  and 
Sixteenth  Congresses.  In  1 82 1 ,  his  health  being  seriously  impaired,  he 
declined  a  reelection  and  retired  to  private  life.  In  1823  he  was  again 
elected  uo  the  Virginia  legislature.  Here  he  was  a  friend  to  the  candi- 
dacy of  William  H.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency.  In  1824  he  was  a 
candidate  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  was  defeated. 
He  opposed  in  1825  the  attempt  to  remove  William  and  Mary  College  to 
Richmond,  and  was  afterwards  made  successively  rector  and  chancellor 
of  the  college,  which  prospered  signally  under  his  management.  In 
December,  1825,  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  to  the  governorship 
of  Virginia,  and  in  the  following  year  was  reelected  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  In  December,  1826,  the  friends  of  Clay  and  Adams  combined 
with  the  Democrats  opposed  to  John  Randolph  and  elected  Mr.  Tyler  to 
the  United  States  Senate.  In  February,  1830,  after  taking  part  in  the 
Virginia  convention  for  revising  the  State  constitution,  he  returned  to 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  found  himself  first  drawn  toward  Jackson  by 
the  veto  message  (May  27)  upon  the  Maysville  turnpike  bill;  supported 
Jackson  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1832,  but  broke  with  the  Admin- 
istration on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the  United 

35 
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States  Bank,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  to  censure  the  Prea- 
dent.  He  was  nominated  by  the  State-rights  Whigs  for  Vice-President 
in  1835,  and  at  the  election  on  November  8,  1836,  received  47  electoral 
votes;  but  no  candidate  ha\4ng  a  majority  of  electoral  votes,  the  Senate 
elected  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  The  legislature  of  Virginia 
having  instructed  the  Senators  from  that  State  to  vote  for  expunging  the 
resolutions  of  censure  upon  President  Jackson,  Mr.  Tyler  refused  to  obey 
the  instructions,  resigned  his  seat,  and  returned  home  February  29, 1836. 
On  Januar>'  10,  1838,  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  \'irginia  Coloni- 
zation Society.  In  the  spring  of  1838  he  was  returned  to  the  Virginia 
legislature.  In  Januar>',  1839,  he  was  a  candidate  for  reelection  to  the 
United  States  Senate;  the  result  was  a  deadlock,  and  the  question  was 
indefinitely  postponed  before  any  choice  had  been  made.  December  4, 
1839,  the  Wliig  national  convention,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  nominated  him 
for  Vice-President  on  the  ticket  with  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  at 
the  election  on  November  10,  1840,  he  was  elected,  receiving  234  elect- 
oral votes  to  48  for  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  By  the  death  of 
President  Harrison  April  4,  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  became  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  took  the  oath  of  ofl&ce  on  April  6.  Among  the  more 
important  events  of  his  Administration  were  the  "Ashburton  treaty" 
with  Great  Britain,  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war  in  Florida,  the 
passage  of  the  resolutions  b>'  Congress  providing  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  the  treaty  with  China.  On  May  27,  1844,  he  was  nominated 
for  President  at  a  convention  in  Baltimore,  but  although  at  first  he 
accepted  the  nomination,  he  subsequently  withdrew  his  name.  On  Jime 
26,  1844,  Mr.  Tyler  married  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  of  New  York,  his  first 
wife  ha\'ing  died  September  9,  1842.  After  leaving  the  White  House 
he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  estate,  Sherwood  Forest,  near  Greenway, 
Va. ,  on  the  bank  of  the  James  River.  Was  president  of  the  Peace  Con- 
vention held  at  Washington  Februar>-  4,  1861 .  Aften\'ards,  as  a  delegate 
to  the  Virginia  State  convention,  he  advocated  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance of  secession.  In  May,  1861 ,  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  member 
of  the  pro\'isional  congress  of  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  following 
autumn  he  was  elected  to  the  permanent  congress,  but  died  at  Richmond 
January  18,  1862,  before  taking  his  seat,  and  was  buried  in  Hollywood 
Cemeter>',  in  that  city. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

To  the  People  of  the  United  States.  Washington,  Apn7  p.  1S41. 

Fellow-Citizens:  Before  my  arrival  at  the  seat  of  Government  the 
painful  communication  was  made  to  you  by  the  oflScers  presiding  over 
the  several  Departments  of  the  deeply  regretted  death  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States.     Upon  htm  you  had 
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conferred  your  suffrages  for  the  first  ofl&ce  in  your  gift,  and  had  selected 
him  as  your  chosen  instrument  to  correct  and  reform  all  such  errors  and 
abuses  as  had  manifested  themselves  from  time  to  time  in  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Government.  While  standing  at  the  threshold  of  this 
great  work  he  has  by  the  dispensation  of  an  all-wise  Providence  been 
removed  from  amongst  us,  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  the 
efforts  to  be  directed  to  the  accompHshing  of  this  vitally  important  task 
have  devolved  upon  myself.  This  same  occurrence  has  subjected  the. 
wisdom  and  suflBciency  of  our  institutions  to  a  new  test.  For  the  fir?): 
time  in  our  history  the  person  elected  to  the  Vice- Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  happening  of  a  contingency  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, has  had  devolved  upon  him  the  Presidential  oflBce.  The  spirit 
of  faction,  which  is  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  a  lofty  patriotism, 
may  find  in  this  occasion  for  assaults  upon  my  Administration;  and 
in  succeeding,  under  circumstances  so  sudden  and  imexpected  and  to 
responsibiHties  so  greatly  augmented,  to  the  administration  of  pubUc 
affairs  I  shall  place  in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people  my 
only  sure  reliance.  My  earnest  prayer  shall  be  constantly  addressed  to 
the  all-wise  and  all-powerful  Being  who  made  me,  and  by  whose  dispen- 
sation I  am  called  to  the  high  oflSce  of  President  of  this  Confederacy, 
understandingly  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  that  Constitution  which 
I  have  sworn  ''to  protect,  preserve,  and  defend." 

The  usual  opportunity  which  is  afforded  to  a  Chief  Magistrate  upon 
his  induction  to  oflSce  of  presenting  to  his  countrymen  an  exposition  of 
the  policy  which  would  guide  his  Administration,  in  the  form  of  an 
inaugural  address,  not  having,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
have  brought  me  to  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  been  afforded  to  me,  a  brief  exposition  of  the  principles 
which  will  govern  me  in  the  general  course  of  my  administration  of 
public  affairs  would  seem  to  be  due  as  well  to  myself  as  to  you. 

In  regard  to  foreign  nations,  the  groundwork  of  my  policy  will  be  jus- 
tice on  our  part  to  all, ^submitting  to  injustice  from  none.  While  I  shall 
sedulously  cultivate  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  one  and  all, 
it  will  be  my  most  imperative  duty  to  see  that  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try shall  sustain  no  blemish.  With  a  view  to  this,  the  condition  of 
our  military  defenses  will  become  a  matter  of  anxious  solicitude.  The 
Army,  which  has  in  other  days  covered  itself  with  renown,  and  the 
Navy,  not  inappropriately  termed  the  right  arm  of  the  public  defense, 
which  has  spread  a  light  of  glory  over  the  American  standard  in  all  the 
waters  of  the  earth,  should  be  rendered  replete  with  eflSciency. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  well  avouched  by  history,  that  the  tendency  of  all 
human  institutions  is  to  concentrate  power  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man, 
and  that  their  ultimate  downfall  has  proceeded  from  this  cause,  I  deem  it 
of  the  most  essential  importance  that  a  complete  separation  should  take 
place  between  the  sword  and  the  purse.  No  matter  where  or  how  the 
public  moneys  shall  be  deposited,  so  long  as  the  President  can  exert 
the  power  of  appointing  and  removing  at  his  pleasure  the  agents  selected 
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for  their  custody  the  CommandeT  in  Chief  of  the  Anny  aud  Navy 
facl  the  treasurer.  A  permanent  and  radical  change  should  therefore 
decreed.  The  patronage  incident  to  the  Presidential  office,  aheady 
is  constantly  increasing.  Such  increase  is  destined  to  keep  pace  vA\ 
the  growth  of  our  population,  until,  without  a  iigure  of  speech,  an  arm] 
.  of  officeholders  may  be  spread  over  the  land.  The  unrestrained  poi 
exerted  by  a  selfishly  ambitious  man  in  order  either  to  "perpetuate  his 
authority  or  to  hand  it  over  to  some  favorite  as  his  successor  may  lead 
to  the  employment  of  all  the  means  within  his  control  to  accomplish 
his  object.  The  right  to  remove  from  office,  while  subjected  to  no  just 
restraint,  is  inevitably  destined  to  produce  a  spirit  of  crouching  servility 
tt-ith  the  official  corps,  which,  in  order  to  uphold  the  hand  which  feeds 
them,  would  lead  to  direct  and  active  iuterference  in  the  elections,  ?xjt 
Slate  and  Federal,  thereby  subjecting  the  course  of  State  legislation 
the  dictation  of  the  chief  executive  officer  and  making  the  will  of  tl 
officer  absolute  and  supreme.  I  will  at  a  proper  time  invoke  the  action' 
of  Congress  upon  this  subject,  and  shall  readily  acquiesce  in  the  adoption 
of  all  proper  measures  which  are  calculated  to  arrest  these  evils,  so  full  of 
danger  in  their  tendency.  I  wiU  remove  no  incumbent  from  ofBce  who 
has  faithfully  and  honestly  acquitted  himself  of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
except  in  such  cases  where  such  officer  has  been  guiltj-  of  an  active  parti- 
sanship or  by  secret  means — the  less  manly,  and  therefore  the  more  objec- 
tionable— has  given  his  official  influence  to  the  purposes  of  party,  thweby 
bringing  the  patronage  of  the  Government  in  conflict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections.  Numerous  removals  may  become  necessary  under  this  rule. 
These  will  be  made  by  me  Uirougli  no  acerbity  of  feeling — I  ha\'e  had  no 
cause  to  cherish  or  indulge  unkind  feelings  toward  any— but  my  con- 
duct will  be  regulated  by  a  profound  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  country' 
aud  its  institutions;  nor  shall  I  neglect  to  apply  the  same  unbending 
rale  to  those  of  my  own  appointment.  Freedom  of  opinion  will  be  toler- 
ated, the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  sufiVage  will  be  maintained  as 
the  birthright  of  everj-  American  citizen;  but  I  say  emphatically  to  the 
official  corps,  ' '  Thus  far  and  no  farther. ' '  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon 
this  subject  because  removals  from  office  are  hkely  often  lo  arise,  and  1 
would  have  my  countrymen  to  understand  the  principle  of  the  Executive 
action. 

In  all  public  expenditures  the  most  rigid  economy  should  be  res<Mted 
to,  and.  as  one  of  its  results,  a  public  debt  in  time  of  peace  be  sedulously 
avoided.  A  wise  and  patriotic  constituency  will  never  object  to 
imposition  of  necessary  burdens  for  useful  ends,  and  true  wisdom 
tales  the  resort  to  such  means  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
revenue,  rather  than  to  those  doubtful  expedients  which,  nitimating  in 
a  public  debt,  serve  lo  embarrass  the  resources  of  the  country  and  to 
lessen  its  ability  to  meet  any  great  emergency  which  may  arise.  All 
Secures  should  be  abolished.  The  appropriations  should  be  direct  and 
explicit,  so  as  to  le3\'e  as  limited  a  share  of  discretion  to  the  disbiuraing 
•gents  as  may  be  found  compatible  with  the  public  service.     A  strict 
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resi)onsibility  on  the  part  of  all  the  agents  of  the  Government  should  be 
maintained  and  peculation  or  defalcation  visited  with  immediate  expul- 
sion from  office  and  the  most  condign  punishment. 

The  pubUc  interest  also  demands  that  if  any  war  has  existed  between 
the  Government  and  the  currency  it  shall  cease.  Measures  of  a  financial 
character  now  having  the  sanction  of  legal  enactment  shall  be  faithfully 
enforced  until  repealed  by  the  legislative  authority.  But  I  owe  it  to 
myself  to  declare  that  I  regard  existing  enactments  as  unwise  and  impoli- 
tic and  in  a  high  degree  oppressive.  I  shall  promptly  give  my  sanction 
to  any  constitutional  measure  which,  originating  in  Congress,  shall  have 
for  its  object' the  restoration  of  a  sound  circulating  medium,  so  essentially 
necessary  to  give  confidence  in  all  the  transactions  of  life,  to  secure  to 
industry  its  just  and  adequate  rewards,  and  to  reestablish  the  public 
prosperity.  In  deciding  upon  the  adaptation  of  any  such  measure  to 
the  end  proposed,  as  well  as  its  conformity  to  the  Constitution,  I  shall 
resort  to  the  fathers  of  the  great  repubUcan  school  for  advice  and  instruc- 
tion, to  be  drawn  from  their  sage  views  of  our  system  of  government  and 
the  light  of  their  ever-glorious  example. 

The  institutions  under  which  we  live,  piy  countrymen,  secure  each 
person  in  the  perfect  enjo3anent  of  all  his  rights.  The  spectacle  is  exhib- 
ited to  the  world  of  a  government  deriving  its  powers  from  the  consent  of 
the  governed  and  having  imparted  to  it  only  so  much  power  as  is  neces- 
sary for  its  successful  operation.  Those  who  are  charged  with  its  admin- 
istration should  carefully  abstain  from  all  attempts  to  enlarge  the  range 
of  powers  thus  granted  to  the  several  departments  of  the  Government 
other  than  by  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  additional  grants,  lest  by  so 
doing  they  disturb  that  balance  which  the  patriots  and  statesmen  who 
framed  the  Constitution  designed  to  establish  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  States  composing  the  Union.  The  observance  of  these 
rules  is  enjoined  upon  us  by  that  feeling  of  reverence  and  affection  which 
finds  a  place  in  the  heart  of  every  patriot  for  the  preservation  of  union 
and  the  blessings  of  union — for  the  good  of  our  children  and  our  children's 
children  through  countless  generations.  An  opposite  course  could  not 
fail  to  generate  factions  intent  upon  the  gratification  of  their  selfish  ends, 
to  give  birth  to  local  and  sectional  jealousies,  and  to  ultimate  either  in 
breaking  asunder  the  bonds  of  union  or  in  building  up  a  central  system 
which  would  inevitably  end  in  a  bloody  scegter  and  an  iron  crown. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  exert  myself  to 
carry  the  foregoing  principles  into  practice  during  my  administration  of 
the  Government,  and,  confiding  in  the  protecting  care  of  an  everwatch- 
ful  and  overruling  Providence,  it  shall  be  my  first  and  highest  duty  to 
preserve  unimpaired  the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live  and  trans- 
mit them  to  those  who  shall  succeed  me  in  their  full  force  and  vigor. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[For  proclamation  of  President  Tyler  recommending,  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  President  Harrison,  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  see  p.  32.] 
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SPECIAL  SESSION  MESSAGE. 

WASHiNfiTON,  June  I,  1841.  ] 
■    To  the  Senate  and  ffottsf  of  Representalines  0/  the  Uniied  States. 

Fellow- Citizens:  You  have  been  assembled  in  yoiir  respective  halls 
of  legislation  under  a  proclamation  bearing  the  signature  of  the  illustri- 
ous citizen  whn  was  so  lately  called  l>y  the  direct  suffrages  of  the  people 
to  the  discharge  of  the  important  functions  of  their  chief  executi^x  office. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  a  single  month  from  the  day  of  his  installation  he 
has  paid  the  great  debt  of  nature,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  associated 
wnth  the  recollection  of  numerous  benefits  conferred  upon  the  countrj- 
during  a  long  life  of  patriotic  de\'-otioii.  With  this  public  bereavement 
are  connected  other  considerations  which  will  not  escape  the  attention 
of  Congress.  The  preparations  necessary  for  his  removal  to  the  seat  of 
Government  in  view  of  a  residence  of  four  years  must  have  devolved 
upon  the  late  President  heavy  expenditures,  which,  if  permitted  to  bur- 
then the  limited  resources  of  his  private  fortune,  may  tend  seriously  to 
the  embarrassment  of  bis  surviving  family;  and  it  is  therefore  respect- 
fully submitted  to  Congress  whether  the  ordinary  principles  of  justice 
vixjuld  not  dictate  the  propriel>-  of  its  legislative  interposition.  By  the 
provisions  of  the  fundamental  law  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  high 
station  to  which  he  was  elected  have  devoh-ed  upon  me.  and  in  the 
dispositions  of  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  will 
be  found,  to  a  great  extent,  a  solution  of  the  problem  to  which  our 
institutions  are  for  the  first  time  subjected. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  office  I  did  not  feel  that  it  would  be 
becoming  in  me  to  thsturb  what  had  been  ordered  by  ray  lamented  prede- 
cessor. W'batever,  therefore,  may  have  been  my  opinion  originally  as 
to  the  propriety  of  convening  Congress  at  so  early  a  day  from  that  of  its 
late  adjournment,  I  found  a  new  and  controlling  inducement  not  |o  inter' 
fere  with  the  patriotic  desires  of  the  late  President  in  the  novelty  of  the 
situation  in  which  1  was  so  unexpectedly  placed.  My  first  wish  under 
such  circumstances  would  necessarily  have  tieen  to  have  called  to  my 
aid  in  the  administration  of  pubhc  affairs  the  combined  wisdom  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  order  to  take  their  counsel  and  advice  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  extricating  the  Government  and  the  country  from  the 
embarrassments  weighing  hea\-ily  on  both.  I  am.  then,  most  happy  in 
finding  myself  so  soon  after  my  accession  to  the  Presidency  surrounded 
by  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  States  and  people. 

Xo  important  changes  having  taken  place  in  our  foreign  relations  since 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  on  this  occasion 
to  go  into  a  detailed  siatemeiit  tu  regard  to  them,  I  am  happ>*  to  say 
that  [  we  aotbing'  to  destroy  the  hope  of  being  able  to  preserve  peace. 
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The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal  has  been  duly  exchanged 
between  the  two  Governments.  This  Government  has  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  the  interests  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  claims  on  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  founded  on  express  treaty  stipulations,  and  a  hope  is 
indulged  that  the  representations  which  have  been  made  to  that  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject  may  lead  ere  long  to  beneficial  results. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  minister  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  accredited  to  this  Government 
on  the  subject  of  Alexander  McLeod's  indictment  and  imprisonment, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated  to  Congress. 

In  addition  to  what  appears  from  these  papers,  it  may  be  proper  to 
state  that  Alexander  McLeod  has  been  heard  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State  of  New  York  on  his  motion  to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment, 
and  that  the  decision  of  that  court  has  not  as  yet  been  pronoimced. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  addressed  to  me  a  paper  upon  two  subjects 
interesting  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which  will  receive  my  con- 
sideration, and  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Congress. 

So  far  as  it  depends  on  the  course  of  this  Government,. our  relations  of 
good  will  and  friendship  will  be  sedulously  cultivated  with  all  nations. 
The  true  American  policy  will  be  found  to  consist  in  the  exercise  of  a 
spirit  of  justice,  to  be  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  all  our  international 
obligations  to  the  weakest  of  the  family  of  nations  as  well  as  to  the  most 
powerful.  Occasional  conflicts  of  opinion  may  arise,  but  when  the  dis- 
cussions incident  to  them  are  conducted  in  the  lang^ge  of  truth  and 
with  a  strict  regard  to  justice  the  scourge  of  w^ar  will  for  the  most  part 
be  avoided.  The  time  ought  to  be  regarded  as  having  gone  by  when 
a  resort  to  arms  is  to  be  esteemed  as  the  only  proper  arbiter  of  national 
differences. 

The  census  recently  taken  shows  a  regularly  progressive  increase  in  our 
population .  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  our  num- 
bers scarcely  equaled  3,000,000  souls;  they  already  exceed  17,000,000, 
and  will  continue  to  progress  in  a  ratio  which  duplicates  in  a  period  of 
about  twenty-three  years.  The  old  States  contain  a  territory  sufficient 
in  itself  to  maintain  a  population  of  additional  millions,  and  the  most 
populous  of  the  new  States  may  even  yet  be  regarded  as  but  partially 
settled,  while  of  the  new  lands  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Motmtains,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  immense  region  which  stretches  from  the  base  of  those 
mountains  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  about  770,000,000  acres, 
ceded  and  imceded,  still  remain  to  be  brought  into  market.  We  hold  out 
to  the  people  of  other  countries  an  invitation  to  come  and  settle  among 
us  as  members  of  our  rapidly  growing  family,  and  for  the  blessings  which 
we  offer  them  we  require  of  them  to  look  upon  our  country  as  their  coim- 
try  and  to  unite  with  us  in  the  great  task  of  preserving  our  institutions 
and  thereby  perpetuating  our  liberties.  No  motive  exists  for  foreign 
conquest;  we  desire  but  to  r^laim  our  altpgst  illimitable  wildernesses 
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and  to  introduce  into  their  depths  the  lights  of  civilization.  Wliile  we 
shall  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  ^'indicate  the  national  honor,  our  most 
earnest  desire  will  be  to  maintain  an  unbroken  peace. 

In  presenting  the  foregoing  views  I  can  not  withhold  the  expressioa 
of  the  opinion  that  there  exists  nothing  in  the  extension  of  our  Empire 
over  our  acknowledged  possessions  to  excite  the  alarm  of  the  patriot  for 
the  safety  of  our  institutions.  The  federati\e  system,  lea\-ing  to  each 
State  the  care,  of  its  domestic  concerns  and  devolving  on  the  Federal 
Government  those  of  general  import,  admits  in  safety  of  the  greatest 
expansion;  but  at  the  same  lime  I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  there  will 
be  found  to  exist  at  all  times  an  imperious  necessity  for  restraining  all 
the  functionaries  of  this  Government  witliin  the  range  of  their  respective 
powers,  thereby  preseri-ing  a  just  balance  between  the  powers  granted  to 
this  Government  and  those  reserved  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj'  you  will  perceive 
that  the  fiscal  means,  present  and  accruing,  are  insufficient  to  supply 
the  wants  of  t!ie  Government  for  the  current  year.  The  balance  in  the 
Treasurj-  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last  not  covered  by  outstanding  drafts, 
and  e.xclusive  of  trust  funds,  is  estimated  at  $860,000.  This  includes 
the  sum  of  $215,000  deposited  iu  the  Mint  and  its  branches  to  procure 
metal  for  coining  and  in  process  of  coinage,  and  which  could  not  be 
withdrami  without  inconvenience,  thus  leaving  subject  to  draft  in  the 
various  depositories  the  sum  of  $645,000.  By  nrtue  of  two  several 
acts  of  Congress  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorizetl  to  issue 
on  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March  last  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$5,413,000,  making  an  aggregate  available  fund  of  $6,058,000  on  hand. 

But  this  fund  was  chargeable,  with  outstanding  Treasury  notes  re- 
deemable in  the  current  year  and  interest  thereon,  to  the  estimated 
amount  of  $5,280,000.  There  is  also  thrown  upon  the  Treasury  the 
jiayment  of  a  large  amoimt  of  demands  accrued  in  whole  or  in  part  in 
fonner  years,  which  will  exhaust  the  available  means  of  the  TreastuT 
and  leave  the  accruing  revenue,  reduced  as  it  is  in  amount,  burthened 
with  debt  and  charged  with  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government. 

The  aggregate  ainoUDt  of  nntstanding  appropriations  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  last  was  $33.4;g,6i6.50,  of  which  $24,210,000  will  be  re- 
quired during  the  current  year;  and  there  will  also  be  required  for  the 
use  of  the  War  Department  additional  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$2,511,132.98,  the  special  objects  of  which  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretarj'  of  War  The  anticipated  means  of  the 
Treasurj-  are  greatly  inadequate  to  this  demand.  The  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  last  year  and  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year  amounted  to  $12,100,000:  the  receipts  for  lands  for 
the  same  time  to  $2,742,450.  shewing  an  average  re\'enue  from  both 
sources  of  $1,236,870  per  mouth. 

A  gradual  expansion  of  trade,  growing  out  of  a  restoration  of  confi- 
dence, together  with  a  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  collecting  and  punc- 
tuality on  the  part  of  collating  officers,  may  cause  an  addition  to  iIm 
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monthly  receipts  from  the  customs.  They  are  estimated  for  the  residue 
of  the  year  from  the  4th  of  March  at  $12,000,000.  The  receipts  from 
the  pubHc  lands  for  the  same  time  are  estimated  at  $2,500,000,  and 
from  miscellaneous  sources  at  $170,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  avail- 
able fund  within  the  year  of  $15,315,000,  which  will  leave  a  probable 
deficit  of  $11,406,132.98.  To  meet  this  some  temporary  provision  is 
necessary  until  the  amount  can  be  absorbed  by  the  excess  of  revenues 
which  are  anticipated  to  accrue  at  no  distant  day. 

There  will  fall  due  within  the  next  three  months  Treasury  notes  of  the 
issues  of  1840,  including  interest,  about  $2,850,000.  There  is  charge- 
able in  the  same  period  for  arrearages  for  taking  the  Sixth  Census 
$294,000,  and  the  estimated  expenditures  for  the  current  service  are 
about  $8,100,000,  making  the  aggregate  demand  upon  the  Treasury 
prior  to  the  ist  of  September  next  about  $11,340,000. 

The  ways  and  means  in  the  Treasury  and  estimated  to  accrue  within 
the  above-named  period  consist  of  about  $694,000  of  funds  available 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  an  unissued  balance  of  Treasury  notes  authorized  by 
the  act  of  1841  amounting  to  $1,955,000,  and  estimated  receipts  from  all 
sources  of  $3,800,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  about  $6,450,000,  and  leav- 
ing a  probable  deficit  on  the  ist  of  September  next  of  $4,845,000. 

In  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Government,  an  intelligent  con- 
stituency, in  view  of  their  best  interests,  will  without  hesitation  submit 
to  all  necessar>-  burthens.  But  it  is  nevertheless  important  so  to  impose 
them  as  to  avoid  defeating  the  just  expectations  of  the  country  growing 
out  of  preexisting  laws.  The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  commonly 
called  the  ^'compromise  act,' 'should  not  be  altered  except  under  urgent 
necessities,  which  are  not  beheved  at  this  time  to  exist.  One  year  only 
remains  to  complete  the  series  of  reductions  provided  for  by  that  law, 
at  which  time  provisions  made  by  the  same  law,  and  which  then  will 
be  brought  actively  in  aid  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  Union, 
will  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  results.  Under  a  system  of 
discriminating  duties  imposed  for  purposes  of  revenue,  in  unison  with 
the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  pohcy  will 
in  the  futiu'e  be  fixed  and  permanent,  so  as  to  avoid  those  constant 
fluctuations  which  defeat  the  very  objects  they  have  in  view.  We  shall 
thus  best  maintain  a  position  which,  while  it  will  enable  us  the  more 
readily  to  meet  the  advances  of  other  countries  calculated  to  promote 
our  trade  and  commerce,  will  at  the  same  time  leave  in  our  own  hands 
the  means  of  retaliating  with  greater  effect  unjust  regulations. 

In  intimate  connection  with  the  question  of  revenue  is  that  which 
makes  provision  for  a  suitable  fiscal  agent,  capable  of  adding  increased 
facilities  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues,  ren- 
dering more  secure  their  custody,  and  consulting  a  true  economy  in  the 
great,  multiplied,  and  delicate  operations  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Upon  such  an  agent  depends  in  an  eminent  degree  the  establishment  of 
a  currency  of  tmiform  value,  which  is  of  so  great  importance  to  all  the 
esaential  interests  of  society,  and  on  the  wisdom  to  be  manifested  in  its 
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creation  much  depends.  So  intimately  interwoven  are  its  operatiof 
not  only  with  the  interests  of  individuals,  but  of  States,  that  it  may  I 
regarded  to  a  great  degree  as  controlling  both.  If  paper  be  used  a 
chief  medium  of  circulation,  and  the  power  be  vested  in  the  Go\-enim 
of  issuing  it  at  pleasure,  either  in  the  form  of  Treasury  drafts  or  a 
other,  or  if  banks  be  used  as  the  public  depositories,  with  liberty! 
regard  all  surpluses  from  day  to  day  as  so  much  added  to  their  act 
capital,  prices  are  exposed  to  constant  fluctuations  and  industry-  to  severe 
suffering.  In  the  one  case  political  considenitions  directed  to  party  pur- 
poses may  control,  while  excessive  cupidity  may  prevail  in  the  other. 
The  public  is  thus  constantly  liable  to  imposition.  Expansions  and 
contractions  may  follow  each  other  in  rapid  succession — the  one  engen- 
dering a  reckless  spirit  of  ad^-enture  and  speculation,  which  embraces 
States  as  well  as  indi%-idua1s,  the  other  causing  a  fall  in  prices  and 
accomplishing  an  entire  change  in  the  aspect  of  aSairs.  Stocks  of  all 
sorts  rapidly  decline,  individuals  are  ruined,  and  States  embarrassed 
e\'eo  in  their  efforts  to  meet  with  punctuality  the  interest  on  their  debts. 
Such,  unhappily,  is  the  condition  of  things  now  existing  in  the  United 
States.  These  effects  may  readily  be  traced  to  the  causes  above  referred 
to.  The  public  revenues,  being  removed  from  the  then  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  an  order  of  a  late  President,  were  placed  in  selected 
State  banks,  which,  actuated  by  the  double  motive  of  conciliating  the 
Government  and  augmenting  their  profits  to  the  greatest  possible  extent, 
enlarged  exlravagaiitlj-  their  discounts,  thus  enabhng  all  other  existing 
banks  to  do  the  same;  large  dividends  were  declared,  which,  stimulating 
the  cupidity  of  capitalists,  caused  a  rush  to  be  made  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  respective  States  for  similar  acts  of  incorporation,  which  bj' 
many  of  the  States,  tmder  a  temporarj-  infatuation,  were  readily  granted, 
and  thus  the  augmentation  of  the  circulating  medium,  consisting  almost 
exclusively  of  paper,  produced  a  most  fatal  delusion.  An  illustration 
derived  from  the  land  sales  of  the  period  alluded  to  will  sen-e  best  to 
show  the  effect  of  the  whole  system.  The  average  sales  of  the  public 
lands  for  a  period  of  ten  years  prior  to  1834  had  not  much  exceeded 
$a, 000. 000  per  annum.  In  1834  they  attained  in  round  numbers  to  the 
amount  of  $6,000,000;  in  the  succeeding  year  of  1835  they  reached 
Ji6,ooo.ooo,  and  the  next  year  of  1836  they  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  Sj5.ooo.ooo,  thus  crowding  into  the  short  space  of  three 
years  upward  of  twenty-three  years'  purchase  of  the  public  domain. 
So  apparent  had  become  the  necessitj'  of  arresting  this  course  of  things 
that  the  executive  department  assumed  the  highly  questionable  power  of 
discriminating  tn  the  funds  to  be  used  in  payment  by  different  classes 
of  public  debtors — a  discrimination  which  was  doubtless  designed  to 
correct  this  most  ruinous  state  of  things  by  the  exaction  of  spede  in  all 
payments  for  the  public  lands,  but  which  could  not  nt  once  arrest  the 
tide  which  had  s^t  ilrougly  set  in.     Hence  ibc  demands  for  .specie  t 
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unceasing,  and  corresponding  prostration  rapidly  ensued  under  the 
necessities  created  with  the  banks  to  curtail  their  discounts  and  thereby 
to  reduce  their  circulation.  I  recur  to  these  things  with  no  disposi- 
tion to  censure  preexisting  Administrations  of  the  Government,  but 
simply  in  exefiipli£cation  of  the  truth  of  the  position  which  I  have 
assumed.  If,  then,  any  fiscal  agent  which  may  be  created  shall  be 
placed,  without  due  restrictions,  either  in  the  hands  of  the  administra- 
tors of  the  Government  or  those  of  private  individuals,  the  temptation 
to  abuse  will  prove  to  be  resistless.  Objects  of  political  aggrandize- 
ment may  seduce  the  first,  and  the  promptings  of  a  boundless  cupidity 
will  assail  the  last.  Aided  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  it  will  be  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  so  to  guard  and  fortify  the  public  interests  in 
the  creation  of  any  new  agent  as  to  place  them,  so  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  accomplish  it,  on  a  footing  of  perfect  security.  Within  a  few 
years  past  three  different  schemes  have  been  before  the  coimtry.  The 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  expired  by  its  own  limitations 
in  1836.  An  effort  was  made  to  renew  it,  which  received  the  sanction 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  but  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States  exercised  his  veto  power  and  the  measure  was  defeated.  A  regard 
to  truth  requires  me  to  say  that  the  President  was  fully  sustained  in 
the  course  he  had  taken  by  the  popular  voice.  His  successor  to  the 
chair  of  state  unqualifiedly  pronounced  his  opposition  to  any  new  char- 
ter of  a  similar  institution,  and  not  only  the  popular  election  which 
brought  him  into  power,  but  the  elections  through  much  of  his  term, 
seemed  clearly  to  indicate  a  concurrence  with  him  in  sentiment  on  the 
part  of  the  people.  After  the  public  moneys  were  withdrawn  from 
the  United  States  Bank  they  were  placed  in  deposit  with  the  State  banks, 
and  the  result  of  that  policy  has  been  before  the  country.  To  say  noth- 
ing as  to  the  question  whether  that  experiment  was  made  under  pro- 
pitious or  adverse  circumstances,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  it  did 
receive  the  tmqualified  condenmation  of  most  of  its  early  advocates,  and,  it 
is  believed,  was  also  conden^ned  by  the  popular  sentiment.  The  existing 
subtreasury  system  does  not  seem  to  stand  in  higher  favor  with  the  peo- 
ple, but  has  recently  been  condemned  in  a  manner  too  plainly  indicated 
to  admit  of  a  doubt.  Thus  in  the  short  period  of  eight  years  the  popu- 
lar voice  may  be  regarded  as  having  successively  condemned  each  of  the 
three  schemes  of  finance  to  which  I  have  adverted.  .  As  to  the  first,  it 
was  introduced  at  a  time  (i8i6)  when  the  State  banks,  then  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  had  been  forced  to  suspend  specie  payments  by 
reason  of  the  war  which  had  previously  prevailed  with  Great  Britain. 
Whether  if  the  United  States  Bank  charter,  which  expired  in  181 1,  had 
been  renewed  in  due  season  it  would  have  been  enabled  to  continue 
specie  payments  during  the  war  and  the  disastrous  period  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  cotmtry  which  immediately  succeeded  is,  to  say  the  least, 
problematical,  and  whether  the  United  States  Bank  of  181 6  produced  a 
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restoration  of  specie  payments  or  the  same  was  accomplished  throt 
the  instnimentahty  of  other  means  was  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  at  that 
time  to  determine.  Certain  it  is  that  for  the  first  years  of  the  operation 
of  that  bank  its  course  was  as  disastrous  as  for  the  greater  part  of  its 
subsequent  career  it  became  eminently  successful.  As  to  the  second,  tlie 
experiment  was  tried  with  a  redundant  Treastir>-,  which  continued  to 
increase  until  it  seemed  to  be  tlie  part  of  wisdom  lo  distribute  the  sur- 
plus revenue  among  the  States,  which,  operating  at  the  same  lime  with 
the  specie  circular  and  the  causes  before  adverted  to,  caused  them  to 
suspend  specie  payments  and  in\olved  the  country  in  the  greatest  embar- 
rassment. And  as  to  the  third,  if  carried  through  all  the  stages  of  its 
transmutation  from  paper  and  specie  to  nothing  but  the  precious  metals, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  insecurity  of  the  pubhc  moneys,  its  injurious  effects 
liave  been  anticipated  by  the  country  in  its  unqualified  condemnation. 
What  is  now  to  be  regarded  as  the  judgment  of  the  American  people  on 
this  whole  subject  I  have  no  accurate  means  of  determining  but  by  appeal- 
ing to  their  more  immediate  representatives.  The  late  contest,  n'htcb 
terminated  in  the  election  of  General  Harrison  to  the  Presidency,  was 
decided  on  principles  well  known  and  openly  declared,  and  while  the 
subtreasury  received  in  the  result  the  most  decided  condemnation,  yet  no 
other  scheme  of  finance  seemed  to  have  been  concurred  in.  To  you, 
then,  who  have  come  more  directly  from  the  body  of  our  common  con- 
stituents, I  submit  the  entire  question,  as  best  qualified  to  give  a  full 
exposition  of  their  wishes  and  opinions.  I  shall  be  ready  to  concur 
with  you  in  the  adoption  of  such  system  as  you  may  propose,  reserving 
to  myself  the  ultimate  power  of  rejecting  any  measure  which  may.  in 
my  view  of  it,  conflict  with  the  Constitution  or  otherwise  jeopardize  the 
prosperity  of  the  country — a  power  which  I  could  not  part  with  e\'en 
if  I  would,  but  which  I  will  not  bdieve  any  act  of  yours  will  call  into 
requisition. 

1  can  not  avoid  recurring,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  to  the  neces- 
sity which  exists  for  adopting  some  suitable  measure  whereby  the  unlim- 
ited creation  of  banks  by  the  States  may  be  corrected  in  future.  Such 
result  can  be  most  readily  achieved  by  the  consent  of  the  States,  to  be 
expressed  in  the  form  of  a  compact  among  themselves,  which  they  can 
only  enter  into  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  this  Government — a 
consent  which  might  in  the  present  emergency  of  the  public  demands 
justifiably  be  gi^-en  by  Congress  in  advance  of  any  action  by  the  States,  as 
an  inducement  to  such  action,  upon  terras  well  defined  by  the  act  of  tender. 
Such  a  measure,  addressing  itself  to  the  calm  reflection  of  the  S 
would  find  in  tlie  experience  of  the  past  and  the  condition  of  the  p 
much  to  sustain  it:  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  whether  any  8 
of  finance  can  prove  for  any  length  of  time  successful  while  the  f 
shall  continue  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  power  of  creating 
banking  corporations.     This  power  can  only  l>e  Ittniud  by  their  consent. 
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With  the  adoption  of  a  financial  agency  of  a  satisfactory  character  the 
hope  may  be  indulged  that  the  country  may  once  more  return  to  a  state 
of  prosperity.  Measures  auxiliary  thereto,  and  in  some  measure  insepa- 
rably connected  with  its  success,  will  doubtless  claim  the  attention  of 
Congress.  Among  such,  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  provided  such  distribution  does  not  force  upon  Congress 
the  necessity  of  imposing  upon  commerce  heavier  burthens  than  those 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  1833,  would  act  as  an  efficient  remedial  meas- 
ure by  being  brought  directly  in  aid  of  the  States.  As  one  sincerely 
devoted  to  the  task  of  preserving  a  just  balance  in  our  system  of  Govern- 
ment by  the  maintenance  of  the  States  in  a  condition  the  most  free  and 
respectable  and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  their  power,  I  can  no  other- 
wise than  feel  desirous  for  their  emancipation  from  the  situation  to  which 
the  pressure  on  their  finances  now  subjects  them.  And  while  I  must 
repudiate,  as  a,  measure  founded  in  error  and  wanting  constitutional 
sanction,  the  slightest  approach  to  an  assumption  by  this  Government  of 
the  debts  of  the  States,  yet  I  can  see  in  the  distribution  adverted  to  much 
to  recommend  it.  The  compacts  between  the  proprietor  States  and  this 
Government  expressly  guarantee  to  the  States  all  the  benefits  which  may 
arise  from  the  sales.  The  mode  by  which  this  is  to  be  effected  addresses 
itself  to  the  discretion  of  Congress  as  the  trustee  for  the  States,  and  its 
exercise  after  the  most  beneficial  manner  is  restrained  by  nothing  in  the 
grants  or  in  the  Constitution  so  long  as  Congress  shall  consult  that  equal- 
ity in  the  distribution  which  the  compacts  require.  In  the  present  con- 
dition of  some  of  the  States  the  question  of  distribution  may  be  regarded 
as  substantially  a  question  between  direct  and  indirect  taxation.  If  the 
distribution  be  not  made  in  some  form  or  other,  the  necessity  will  daily 
become  more  urgent  with  the  debtor  States  for  a  resort  to  an  oppressive 
system  of  direct  taxation,  or  their  credit,  and  necessarily  their  power  and 
influence,  will  be  greatly  diminished.  The  payment  of  taxes  after  the 
most  inconvenient  and  oppressive  mode  will  be  exacted  in  place  of  con- 
tributions for  the  most  part  volimtarily  made,  and  therefore  compara- 
tively unoppressive.  The  States  are  emphatically  the  constituents  of  this 
Government,  and  we  should  be  entirely  regardless  of  the  objects  held  in 
view  by  them  in  the  creation  of  this  Government  if  we  could  be  indiffer- 
ent to  their  good.  The  happy  effects  of  such  a  measure  upon  all  the 
States  would  immediately  be  manifested.  With  the  debtor  States  it 
would  effect  the  relief  to  a  great  extent  of  the  citizens  from  a  heavy 
burthen  of  direct  taxation,  which  presses  with  severity  on  the  laboring 
classes,  and  eminently  assist  in  restoring  the  general  prosperity.  An 
immediate  advance  would  take  place  in  the  price  of  the  State  securities, 
and  the  attitude  of  the  States  would  become  once  more,  as  it  should  ever 
be,  lofty  and  erect.  With  States  laboring  under  no  extreme  pressure 
from  debt,  the  fund  which  they  would  derive  from  this  source  would 
enable  them  to  improve  their  condition  in  an  eminent  degree.    So  far 
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as  this  Government  is  concenied,  appropriations  to  domestic  objects 
approaching  in  amount  the  revenue  derived  front  the  tand  sales  might 
be  abandoned,  and  thus  a  system  of  unequal,  and  therefore  unjust, 
legislation  would  be  substituted  by  one  dispensing  equality  to  all  the 
members  of  this  Confederacj'.  \\'hetlier  such  distribution  should  be 
made  directly  to  the  States  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  in  the  form 
of  profits  by  \-irtue  of  the  operations  of  any  fiscal  agency  having  those 
proceeds  as  its  basis,  should  such  measure  be  contemplated  by  Congress, 
would  well  desen'e  its  consideration.  Nor  would  such  disposition  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  in  anj'  manner  prevent  Congress  from  time 
to  time  from  passing  all  necessary-  preemption  laws  for  the  benefit  of 
actual  settlers,  or  from  making  any  new  arrangement  as  to  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  which  might  in  future  be  esteemed  desirable, 

I  beg  leave  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  Besides  the  present  state  of  the 
war  which  has  so  long  afflicted  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  varii 
other  matters  of  interest  therein  referred  to,  you  will  learn  from  it 
the  Secretary  has  instituted  an  inquiry  into  abuses,  which  promises 
develop  gross  euormities  in  connection  with  Indian  treaties  which  have 
been  negotiated,  as  well  as  in  the  expenditures  for  the  removal  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  Indians.  He  represents  also  other  irregularities  of  a 
serious  nature  that  have  grown  up  in  the  practice  of  the  Indian  De] 
ment,  which  will  require  the  appropriation  of  upward  of  $200,000 
correct,  and  which  claim  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress. 

In  reflecting  on  the  proper  means  of  defending  the  country  we  can  not 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  consequences  which  the  introduction  and  use  of  the 
power  of  steam  upon  the  ocean  are  likely  to  produce  in  wars  between 
maritime  stales.  We  can  not  yet  see  the  extent  to  which  this  power 
maybe  applied  in  belligerent  operations,  coimecting  itself  as  it  does  with 
recent  improvements  in  the  science  of  gunnerj-  and  projectiles;  but  we 
need  have  no  fear  of  being  left,  in  regard  to  these  tilings,  behind  the 
most  active  and  skillful  of  other  nations  If  the  genius  and  enterprise 
of  our  fellow-citizens  receive  proper  encouragement  and  direction  from 
Government. 

True  wisdom  would  nevertheless  seem  to  dictate  the  necessity  of  placing^ 
in  perfect  condition  those  fortifications  which  ane  deigned  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  principal  cities  and  roadsteads.  For  the  defense  of  our 
extended  maritime  coast  our  chief  reliance  should  be  placed  on  our  Na^-y, 
sided  b)'  those  inventions  which  are  destined  to  recommend  themselves 
to  pubhc  adoption,  but  no  time  should  be  lost  in  placing  our  principal 
cities  on  the  seaboard  and  the  Lakes  in  a  state  of  entire  security  from  for- 
eign assault.  Separated  as  we  are  from  the  countries  of  the  Old  World, 
and  in  much  imaffected  by  their  policy,  we  are  happily  rehe\'ed  from 
necessity  of  maintaining  large  standing  armies  in  times  of  peace, 
policy  which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe  shortly  after  the  conclusji 
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tlie  late  war  with  Great  Britain  of  preserving  a  regularly  organized  staft 
sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  large  military  force  should  a  necessity 
for  one  arise  is  founded  as  well  in  economy  as  in  true  wisdom.  Provi- 
sion is  thus  made,  upon  filling  up  the  rank  and  file,  which  can  readily  be 
done  on  any  emergency,  for  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  discipline 
both  promptly  and  efficiently.  All  that  is  required  in  time  of  peace  is  to 
maintain  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  our  fortifications,  to  meet 
any  sudden  contingency,  and  to  encounter  the  first  shock  of  war.  Our 
chief  reliance  must  be  placed  on  the  miHtia;  they  constitute  the  great  body 
of  national  guards,  and,  inspired  by  an  ardent  love  of  country,  will  be 
found  ready  at  all  times  and  at  all  seasons  to  repair  with  alacrity  to  its 
defense.  It  will  be  regarded  by  Congress,  I  doubt  not,  at  a  suitable  time 
as  one  of  its  highest  duties  to  attend  to  their  complete  organization  and 
discipline. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  requires  the  immediate  attention  of 
Cong^ress.  By  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  entitled 
*  *  An  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  *  * 
that  fund  has  been  exhausted.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that  there  will  be  required  for 
the  payment  of  navy  pensions  on  the  ist  of  July  next  $88, 706.06 >4,  and 
on  the  ist  of  January,  1842,  the  sum  of  $69,000.  In  addition  to  these 
sums,  about  $6,000  will  be  required  to  pay  arrears  of  pensions  which  will 
probably  be  allowed  between  the  ist  of  July  and  the  ist  of  January,  1842, 
making  in  the  whole  $163,706.06^.  To  meet  these  payments  there 
is  within  the  control  of  the  Department  the  sum  of  $28,040,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  $i39,666.o6j4.  The  public  faith  requires  that  immediate 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  sums. 

In  order  to  introduce  into  the  Navy  a  desirable  efficiency,  a  new  sys- 
tem of  accountability  may  be  found  to  be  indispensably  necessary.  To 
mature  a  plan  having  for  its  object  the  accomplishment  of  an  end.  so 
important  and  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  coimtry  require  more 
time  than  has  yet  been  allowed  to  the  Secretary  at  the  head  of  the 
Department.  The  hope  is  indulged  that  by  the  time  of  your  next  regu- 
lar session  measures  of  importance  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the 
pubUc  service  may  be  matured  for  your  consideration. 

Although  the  laws  regulating  the  Post-Office  Department  only  require 
from  the  officer  charged  with  its  direction  to  report  at' the  usual  annual 
session  of  Congress,  the  Postmaster-General  has  presented  to  me  some 
facts  connected  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  Department  which 
are  deemed  worthy  the  attention  of  Congress.  By  the  accompanying 
report  of  that  officer  it  appears  the  existing  liabilities  of  that  Depart- 
ment beyond  the  means  of  payment  at  its  command  can  not  be  less  than 
$500,000.  As  the  laws  organizing  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
confine  the  expenditure  to  its  own  revenues,  deficiencies  therein  can  not 
be  presented  tinder  the  usual  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  Government. 
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It  must  therefore  be  left  to  Congress  to  determine  whether  the  i 
now  due  the  contractors  shall  be  paid  from  the  public  Treasui>'  or 
whether  that  Department  shall  continue  under  its  present  embarrass- 
ments. It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- General  that  the 
recent  lettings  of  contracts  in  several  of  the  States  have  been  made  at 
such  reduced  rates  of  compensation  as  to  encourage  the  belief  that  if 
the  Department  was  relieved  from  existing  difficulties  its  future  opera- 
tions might  be  conducted  without  any  further  call  upon  the  general 
Treasury. 

The  power  of  appointing  to  office  is  one  of  a  character  the  most  deh- 
cate  and  responsible.  The  appointing  power  is  evermore  exposed  to  be 
led  into  error.  With  anxious  solicitude  to  select  the  most  trustworthy 
for  official  station,  I  can  not  be  supposed  to  possess  a  personal  knowledge 
of  the  qualifications  of  e^ery  applicant.  I  deem  it,  therefore,  proper  in 
this  most  public  manner  to  invite  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  a  just  scru- 
tiny into  the  character  and  pretensions  of  every  person  I  may  bring  to 
their  notice  in  the  regular  form  of  a  nomination  for  office.  Unless 
persons  every  way  trustworthy  are  employed  in  the  public  service,  cor- 
ruption and  irregularity  will  inevitably  follow.  I  shall  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  that  body,  and,  regarding  it  as 
wisely  constituted  to  aid  the  executive  department  in  the  performance 
of  this  delicate  duty,  I  shall  look  to  its  "consent  and  advice"  as  gi\'en 
only  in  furtherance  of  the  best  interests  of  the  countrj'.  I  shall  also 
at  the  earliest  proper  occasion  inWte  the  attention  of  Congress  to  such 
measures  as  in  my  judgment  will  be  best  calculated  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol the  Executive  power  in  reference  to  this  i-itally  important  subject. 

I  shall  also  at  the  proper  season  invite  your  attention  to  the  statutory 
enactments  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  which  may  require 
to  be  rendered  more  efficient  in  their  provisions.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  traffic  is  on  the  increase.  Whether  such  increase  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  abolition  of  slave  labor  in  the  British  possessions 
in  our  vicinity  and  an  attendant  diminution  in  the  supply  of  those  arti- 
cles which  enter  into  the  general  consiunption  of  the  world,  tJiereby 
augmenting  the  demand  from  other  quarters,  and  thus  calhng  for  addi- 
tional labor,  it  were  needless  to  inquire.  The  highest  considerations  of 
public  honor  as  well  as  the  strongest  promptings  of  humanity  require 
a  resort  to  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  suppress  the  trade. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to  the  ini 
of  this  District;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  legis 
you  will  seek  to  advance  its  commercial  as  well  as  its  local  lotM 
Should  Congress  deem  it  to  be  its  duty  to  repeal  the  existing  s 
law,  the  necessity  of  providing  a  suitable  place  of  deposit  of  the  p 
moneys  which  may  be  required  within  the  District  must  be  s 
to  all. 

I  have  felt  it  due  to  the  coootry  to  prcseot  the  foregot&g  topics  to 
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your  consideration  and  reflection.  Others  with  which  it  might  not  seem 
proper  'to  trouble  you  at  an  extraordinary  session  will  be  laid  before 
you  at  a  future  day.  I  am  happy  in  committing  the  important  affairs  of 
the  country  into  your  hands.  The  tendency  of  public  sentiment,  I  am 
pleased  to  believe,  is  toward  the  adoption,  in  a  spirit  of  union  and  har- 
mony, of  such  measures  as  will  fortify  the  public  interests.  To  cherish 
such  a  tendency  of  public  opinion  is  the  task  of  an  elevated  patriotism. 
That  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  desir- 
able objects  should  exist  is  reasonably  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  all  be 
made  satisfied  with  any  system  of  measures;  but  I  flatter  myself  with 
the  hope  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  readily  unite  in  support 
of  those  whose  efforts  spring  from  a  disinterested  desire  to  promote  their 
happiness,  to  preserve  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  within  their 
respective  orbits;  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  nation^  of  the  earth  on 
just  and  honorable  grounds;  to  exact  obedience  to  the  laws;  to  intrench 
liberty  and  property  in  full  security;  and,  consulting  the  most  rigid 
economy,  to  abolish  all  useless  expenses.  TOHN  TYLER 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

City  of  Washington,  June  2,  184,1. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasiuy, 
exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  that  have  been  made  in 
that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  ^^iti- 
tled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.*' 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States:         Washington,  June  17,  1841. 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication*  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  17, 1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  Secre- 
tary (rf  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

*R«lirtiflg  to  tbe  cwninlirioncrs  appointed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  public  works  in 
'  WaiUagton,  D.  C,  and  tnuisniitting  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions  issued^to  them. 
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Department  or  Statb,  June  is,  fS4l. 
The  President. 

Sir:  In  answer  Eo  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  iith  instant,  calling  for  "any 
otders  which  may  have  been  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  in  relation 
to  political  offenses  in  elections."  etc,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  addressed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  by  this  Department  to  tbe  heads  of  the  other 
Departinenta,  and  know  of  no  other  order  to  which  the  resolution  can  be  si 


oha- 


and  know  of  n 
refeience. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoi 


■  obedient  servant, 


CiRcri., 


Dei'artmbkt  op  State,  March  j 

Str:  The  President  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  great  abuse  to  bring  tlie  patronage-fll 
the  General  Government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  that  this 
abuse  ought  to  be  correcteil  wherever  it  may  hn-.'e  been  permitted  to  eiist.  and  to  be 
prevented  for  the  future. 

He  therefore  directs  that  information  be  given  to  all  officers  sn<l  agents  in  your 
department  of  the  public  sen-ice  that  partisan  interference  in  popular  elections, 
whether  of  State  officers  or  officers  of  this  Government,  and  for  whomsoever  or 
against  whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  or  the  pa^inent  of  any  contribution  or 
assessment  on  salaries,  or  official  compensation  for  party  or  election  purposes,  will 
be  regarded  by  him  as  cause  of  removal. 

It  is  not  intended  that  any  officer  shall  be  restrained  in  the  free  and  proper  cxprc»- 
(uon  and  ttuintenance  of  his  opinions  respecting  public  men  or  public  measnres,  or  in 
tbe  exercise  to  the  fullest  degree  of  the  constitutional  right  of  suffrage.  But  persons 
employed  under  the  Government  and  paid  for  their  services  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury are  not  expected  to  take  an  active  or  officious  part  in  attempts  1o  influence  the 
minds  or  i-otes  of  others,  such  condoct  being  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  duties  of  public  agents  acting  under  it;  and  the  President  is 
resolved,  so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  that  while  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise 
by  the  people  shall  be  ftee  from  undue  influences  of  official  station  and  authority, 
opinion  shall  also  be  free  among  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government. 

The  President  vrishes  it  further  to  be  announced  and  distinctly  understood  that 
from  all  collecting  and  disbursing  officers  promptitude  in  rendering  accounts  and 
entire  punctuality  in  paying  balances  will  be  rigonDusly  exacted.  In  his  opinion  it 
is  time  to  return  in  this  respect  to  the  early  practice  of  the  Government,  and  to  hold 
any  degree  of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  tbe  public  money  just 
cause  of  immediate  removal.  He  deems  the  severe  observance  of  this  rule  to  be 
essential  to  the  public  service,  as  ever^'  dollar  lost  to  the  Treasury  by  unfaithfutaMM 
I   in  office  creates  a  necessity  for  a  new  charge  upon  the  people. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dr,  your  obedient  servant, 


DAXIEL  WEBSTl 


Washinoton.  D.  C./HUf  iS.  184^^ 
To  thf  Sfnaffoftke  CnUf4  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretar>-  of  the  Nal 
«-ith  accompanying  documents,*  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  (| 
inst^it. 

JOHN  TYI^I^ 

♦CorTypondgBCT  of  (he  mlDinirr  tn  Ensrland  itHtli  the  oA^en  nf  13 
iB  miuHiaeaccDC  which  t)w  iqiudroti  left  Ihsl  tUlion,BDd  Uii 
I  Secr<rU»7  of  tht  Navyconnnird  with   ' 
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To  the  Smate  of  the  United  States:  Washington,  June,  1841. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  accompanying  letter* 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  its  resolution  of  the 
8th  instant.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington ,^««^  22,  184.1, 
To  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompatiyingicorrespondence  between 
myself  and  the  Hon.  J.  Burnet,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others,  who  arrived 
some  days  ago  in  this  city  as  a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Cincinnati  for  the  purpose,  with  the  assent  of  the  family,  of  removing 
the  remains  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  to  North  Bend  for 
interment.  I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  thus  to  apprise  Congress 
of  the  contemplated  proceedings.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington  City,  June  16, 1841. 
The  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned  were  appointed  by  the  citizens  and  the  city  council 
of  Cincinnati  and  by  many  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  apply  to  the 
widow  and  family  of  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  permission  to  remove  his  remains  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  for  interment.  They  have  made  the  application  directed,  and  have 
received  permission  to  perform  that  sacred  trust.  They  have  now  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  you  their  arrival  in  this  city,  and  of  asking  your  approbation  of  the 
measure  contemplated  and  your  cooperation  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  high  estimate  you  placed  on  the  talents  and  virtues 
of  our  lamented  friend  and  fellow-citizen,  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
whose  friendship  and  confidence  you  possessed  many  years.  We  saw  the  tear  fall 
from  your  eye  and  mingle  with  the  tears  of  the  nation  when  the  inscrutable  will  of 
Heaven  removed  him  from  us. 

Knowing  these  things,  we  approach  you  with  confidence,  well  assured  that  you 
will  justly  appreciate  our  motive  for  undertaking  the  mournful  duty  we  have  been, 
deputed  to  perform,  and  that  the  same  kind  feeling  which  has  marked  your  course 
through  life  will  prompt  you  on  this  occasion  to  a£ford  us  your  countenance,  and,  if 
necessary,  your  cooperation. 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  the  committee  will  do  themselves  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing upon  you  at  the  President's  house  at  any  hour  you  may  please  to  designate. 
With  high  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  fellow-citizens, 

J.  BURNET. 
J.  C.  WRIGHT. 
[And  10  OTHERS.] 

Washington,  June  17,  1841. 
J.  BuRNBT,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others  or  the  Committee. 

GenTI«bmen:  Your  letter  of  the  i6th  was  duly  handed  me,  and  I  lose  no  time  in 
responding  to  the  feelings  and  sendments  which  you  have  expressed  for  yourselves 
and  those  you  represent,  and  which  you  have  correctly  ascribed  to  me  in  regard  to 

*  Relating  to  allpwan^^  sfnce  March  ^,  1A41,  of  claims  arising  und^r  t|)e  invas|oq  of  i$a9t  Fl9p<!|a 
l9  ^h 
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tlie  lamented  death  of  the  late  Presidenl,  As  a  dtlKli  I  respected  him:  as  a  patriot  ■ 
honored  him;  as  a  friend  he  was  near  aad  dear  to  iDc.  Tltat  thf  people  of  Cincia-'S 
nati  should  desire  to  keep  watch  otcc  tds  nmaina  \ff  cntiMnbiag  lliein  near  then  f 
city  \.»  both  natural  and  becomii^;  that  the  eoltre  West,  wbere  so  nuar  ciriilei>oe»  I 
of  his  public  tisefolness  ate  to  be  found,  should  unite  in  the  same  vtish  was  to  haw 
1)ecn  expected;  and  that  the  surviTing  soldieis  tA  hi*  nunj  battles,  led  on  b^  him 
to  victory  and  to  glory,  should  sigfa  to  pcfformitbe  last  mclaacJMlr  duties  to  the 
remains  of  their  old  commander  is  fuUy  in  coosonaoce  with  the  promptiiigB  of  a 
noble  and  generous  sympathy.  I  could  not.  if  I  was  anUtorizcd  to  do  so,  oppoac 
myself  to  their  wishes.  I  might  find  something  to  icge  txi  behalf  of  bia  nAtite 
Slate  in  my  knowledge  of  his  continued  attachment  to  bcr  throogfa  the  whole  period 
of  bis  useful  life;  in  the  claims  of  his  relatiTes  there,  whose  desiic  it  wootd  be  that 
the  mortal  remains  of  the  illnstrtons  sou  iboinld  sleep  nndet'  the  same  toH  with  tlraae 
of  his  distinguished  father,  one  of  the  signen  of  the  DedaiatMci  of  IttdependcBce; 
in  the  wish  of  the  citizens  of  bis  native  oonsty  to  claim  all  that  is  now  left  of  fai^ 
for  whom  they  so  lately  cast  their  almost  nnaniiacKis  snSiage;  to  say  nothing  of  mjr 
own  feelings,  allied  as  I  am  by  blood  to  stasy  of  his  near  idatives,  and  with  oar 
names  so  closely  associated  in  much  connected  with  the  late  excidng  polittcal  con- 
test. These  considerations  m^ht  present  some  reasomble  ground  for  opposing  yoor 
wishes;  but  the  assent  which  has  been  giren  by  his  respected  widow  and  netfeft 
relatives  to  the  request  of  the  people  ol  Cincinnati  admits  of  no  opposition  on  mj 
part,  neither  in  my  individual  nor  official  cbaiscter. 

I  shntl  feel  it  lo  be  my  duty,  howeTo-,  to  snhmit  onr  correspoodencc  to  the  tm 
Houses  of  Congress,  now  in  session,  but  aiiticip«tiiig  no  effort  btmt  that  qoaiter  to 
thwart  the  widics  expressed  by  youreclvea  in  consonaace  with  those  of  the  widow 
and  nearest  relatives  of  the  late  Piesdent.  I  leadilT  promise  yon  my  coopeiatioB 
toward  enabling  you  to  fulfiD  the  sacred  trast  which  brought  yon  to  this  city. 

I  tender  to  cAch  of  you.  gentlemen,  my  cordial  salatations. 

JOHS  TYLER. 


[Note. — The  remains  of  the  late  Preaident  of  the  United  States  Wde 
temoved  from  Wasluagton  to  North  Bend,  Ohio,  Jtme  36,  1841.] 


To  the  Sen«U  of  the  UmUd  States:  ■>  >-•    °* 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i4th  instant.  I 
ha%'e  the  honor  to  submit  the  a«xompan>-ing  reports  from  the  Secretarr 
of  State  and  Secretar>'  of  the  Treasan".  which  embrace  all  the  infonna* 
tion  possessed  by  the  executive  department  tipon  that  subject.*  ' 

JOHX  TYLER. 


r 

i 


Washiscton, /«w  30.  iSfl. 

To  lit  Hmx  4  RiprnmUlim  4  Iht  VnUid  Sinla: 

The  accompanviug  memorial  in  favor  oi  the  passage  of  a  faanknipt 
la»  siBiieii  by  norif  3.000  of  the  inhabitaMS  of  the  dt>-  of  Sew  York. 
has'beoi  tomaicM  to  me.  attended  by  a  lequest  that  I  trould  snbniit  it 
to  the  coosiJenitioii  o(  Congress.  I  can  not  waii-e  a  compUance  with  a 
reouest  urged  ui»>n  me  by  so  large  and  respectable  a  number  of  mj 
fellow-dtiiens.  That  a  Innlropt  law,  carefnlly  guarded  agatost  fniodl.- 
lent  practices  and  embracing  as  far  as  practieable  aU  dasses  of  society— 
the  failure  to  do  which  ha.s  heretofore  constituted  a  pn»nment  okjectini 

•  rwyBOH  M  iwmptisa  ol  SUM  ,loclu  bf  tk*  Oetwisl  O 
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to  the  measure — ^would  afford  extensive  relief  I  do  not  doubt.  The  dis- 
tress incident  to  the  derangements  of  some  years  past  has  \4sited  large 
numbers  of  our  fellow-dtizens  with  hopeless  insolvency,  whose  energies, 
both  mental  and  physical,  by  reason  of  the  load  of  debt  pressing  upon 
them,  are  lost  to  the  country.  Whether  Congress  shall  deem  it  proper 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject  at  its  present  extraordi- 
nary session  it  will  doubtless  wisely  determine.  I  have  fulfilled  my  duty 
to  the  memorialists  in  submitting  their  petition  to  your  consideration. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  /,  184.1, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  myself  to  Mrs.  Harrison  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  and  her  reply  thereto.  JOHN  TYLER 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Mrs.  ANNA  Harrison.  Washington,  June  13.  1S41. 

My  Dear  Madam:  The  acconipan3ring  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  will  convey  to  you  an  expression  of 
the  deep  sympathy  felt  by  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  in  the 
sad  bereavement  which  yourself  and  the  country  have  sustained  in  the  death  of 
your  illustrious  husband.  It  may  now  be  justly  considered  that  the  public  archives 
constitute  his  enduring  monument,  on  which  are  inscribed  in  characters  not  to  be 
effaced  the  proudest  evidences  of  public  gratitude  for  services  rendered  and  of  sorrow 
for  his  death.  A  great  and  united  people  shed  their  tears  over  the  bier  of  a  devoted 
patriot  and  distinguished  public  benefactor. 

In  conveying  to  you,  my  dear  madam,  the  profound  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  for  your  person  and  character,  and  their  sincere  condolence  on  the  late 
^afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  permit  me  to  mingle  my  feelingfs  with  theirs 
and  to  tender  you  my  fervent  wishes  for  your  health,  happiness,  and  long  life. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

A  RESOLUTION  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  Congress  upon  the  event  of  the  death  of  William 

Heniy  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  melancholy  event  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  having  occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the  two 
Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  and  desiring  to  manifest  their  sensibility  upon 
the  occasion  of  that  public  bereavement:  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  shrouded  in  black  diu-ing  the 
residue  of  the  session,  and  that  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  members  and  officers  of  both  Houses  wear 
the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  respect  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  her  person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere  cot;- 
4oleiice  on  the  late  afflictiiig  dispensation  of  Providence. 
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HU  Excrflencj-  John  Tyi.e«.  ^*»'^"  "■^°'  >"'  ■"•  '**'■ 

Presidenl  United  Siatet.  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

DEA.R.  Sir:  1  hat-e  received  with  seutiinents  of  deep  emotion  the  rvsoldtiiMU 
tlte  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  which  you  have  done  rac  the  bonor  of  f< 
warding,  relative  to  Ihe  decease  of  my  lamented  busband. 

I  can  not  Sufficiently  express  the  thanks  I  owe  to  the  nation  and  its  assembled 
TepresentBtives  for  ttadr  condolence,  sofeelinglycxpressed,  of  my  individual 
and  the  national  beieavement;  but,  mingling  my  tears  with  the  sighs  of  the 
patriots  of  the  land,  pray  to  Ueavea  for  the  enduring  happiness  and  prosperity 


r  belo\'ed  ci 


Jitrj-. 


ANNA  HARRISON. 


Washington,  July  j,  iS^t. 


To  Ike  Senate  of  the  Uniled  Slates. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  glli  instant  [l 
tirao] ,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretar\'  of  State, 
conveying  copies  of  the  correspondence.*  which  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation called  for  bj-  said  resolution.  lOHX  TYLER 

n  Ik  S^,ai,  of  Ik  U.iUd  SI.K,:  W.tSHIvOTON.  J.Jy  ,.  «,,. 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  answer  to  the 
lution  of  the  Senate  of  the  zd  instant,  calling  for  information  as  to 
progress  and  actual  condition  of  the  commissiont  under  the 
with  the  Mexican  Republic.  JOHN  TYLER 


Washinrton,  July  14.  tS^t.   , 
To  Ihe  Speaker  and  Members  of  Ihe  House  of  Reprenentafives 

In  comphance  n-ith  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represenlati\-es  of  t! 
2tst  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanyir 
tion|  from  the  Secreiarj'  of  State.  inHV  TVI  PR 

n  Ik  Hou«  ,/ K,pr,„,lali,«:  Washington.  /./,■  ,6.  iSf,. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to 
resolution  of  the  iist  ultimo,  a  report^  from  the  Secretarj-  uf  State. 
accompan>-ing  papers. 


he  dulie*  levied  on  American  tobacm  Imported  itIlAlhv  1 

il  Had  CoatmU'HDUK  L'nlen. 

oiler  Ih*  movemion  of  April  ii,  iSjj,  for  adjuHliiK  the 

[  mrmpaailence  viUi  Ciat  Britain  rcUtire  la  the  seiza 
niii>e(i  uDdeT  Oie  prrteoie  tlui  ihey  w«c  mgagnt  in  II 
N.  P.Trid.  I'mlKlSUtHcoflulal  R*bana,  ujun  Uie  mb 
f  SLvtibK  ihai  Uicre  i*  na  carTeAiundenc^  in  bit  offio*  i 


JOHN  T■^ 
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Washington,  July  /p,  184.1, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  March,  1838,  entitled  *'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
therein  mentioned,'  approved  20th  of  April,  1818,'*  expired  by  its  own 
limitation  on  the  loth  of  March,  1840.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to 
make  further  provision  for  preventing  military  expeditions  or  enterprises 
against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  prince  or  state  or  of  any  colony, 
district,  or  people  conterminous  with  the  United  States  and  with  whom 
they  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  the  act  of  April  20,  18 18,  entitled  **An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned.*' 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  10,  1838,  appears  to  have  had  a  very 
salutary  effect,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  Congress  that  it  be 
now  revived  or  its  provisions  be  reenacted.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  July  ^7,  184.1, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  appropriations  required  for  outfits  and  salaries  of 
diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  August  2,  184 1. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  i8th  of  February,  1832,  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted 
a  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  employ  Horatio 
Greenough,  of  Massachusetts,  to  execute  in  marble  a  fuU-length  pedestrian  statue  of 
Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol;  the  head  to 
be  a  copy  of  Houdon*s  Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  artist. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  month  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Greenough  a  letter  of  instructions  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
made  **to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  contract  with  a 
skillful  artist  to  execute  in  marble  a  pedestrian  statue  of  George  Wash- 
ington, to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,''  and 
several  appropriations  were  made  at  the  succeeding  sessions  in  further- 
ance of  the  same  object. 

Mr,  Greenough,  having  been  employed  upon  the  work  for  several  year§ 
fit  Florence,  completed  it  some  months  ago. 
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By  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  May,  1840,  it  was  directed 
"that  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Na\'>'  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  take 
measures  for  the  importation  and  erection  of  the  statue  of  Washington 
by  Greenough.'*  In  pursuance  of  this  authority  the  NaN'y  Department 
held  a  correspondence  with  Commodore  Hull,  commanding  on  the  Medi- 
terranean station,  who  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  owners  cm: 
master  of  the  ship  Sea  for  the  transportation  of  the  statue  to  the  United 
States.  This  ship,  with  the  statue  on  board,  arrived  in  this  city  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  and  now  lies  at  the  na\y-yard. 

As  appropriations  have  become  necessar>'  for  the  pa>Tnent  of  the  freight 
and  other  expenses,  I  communicate  to  Congress  such  papers  as  may 
enable  it  to  judge  of  the  amount  required.  TOHK  TV!  KR 

Hon.  John  White,  August  3,  1841. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  communication*  receiN'ed  from  the  Post- 
master-General, to  which  I  would  imite  the  attention  of  Congress. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  August  3,  1841. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Treasur>',  to 
whom  I  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  calhng  for  a  communica- 
tion f  addressed  to  him  bv  the  French  minister. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  ^Vashingtox.  August  d,  1841. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
1 6th  of  July.  1 84 1,  I  communicate  reports ;J  from  the  several  Executive 
Departments,  containing  the  information  requested  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  August  25,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution 
of  the  2 2d  ultimo,  copies  of  the  several  reports  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  in  March  last  to  examine  into  certain  matters  connected  with 
the  public  buildings  in  tliis  city  and  the  conduct  of  those  employed  in 
their  erection.  jq^N  TYLER. 

*  Asking  for  a  further  appropriation  for  completing  the  new  General  rost-Ofiice  building. 

t  Relating  to  tht-  cumnicrc«  and  navigation  between  France  and  the  Vnited  States. 

t  Transmitting  li*>t  of  oflTicrrs  deriving  their  appointments  from  the  nomination  of  the  PmkleDt 
and  tbeoonculrence  of  the  Senate  who  were  removed  from  ofl&ce  since  March  4, 1841,  and  wAao  tbofe 
who  were  removed  from  March  4,  ibJ9.  to  March  4, 1S41. 
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Washington,  August  27,  1841, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bear- 
ing date  this  day,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i6th  ultimo,  relative  to 
removals  from  office,  etc. 

These  statements  should  have  accompanied  those  from  the  other 
Departments  on  the  same  subject  transmitted  in  my  message  to  the 
House  on  the  7th  ultimo,*  but  which  have  been  delayed  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  above  referred  to. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  /,  1841, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  and  constitutional  action, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Oeyoowasha,  on  Minneesota  (or  St.  Peters)  River, 
in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  on  the  31st  day  of  July  last;  between  James 
Duane  Doty,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Seeseeahto,  Wofpato,  and  Wofpakoota  bands  of  the  Dakota  (or  Sioux) 
Nation  of  Indians. 

The  accompanjdng  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  fully 
sets  forth  the  considerations  which  have  called  for  the  negotiation  of 
this  treaty,  and  which  have  induced  me  to  recommend  its  confirmation, 
with  such  exceptions  and  modifications  as  the  Senate  may  advise. 

JOHN  TYLER. ' 

Department  of  War,  August  j/,  1841, 
The  Presidbnt  op  the  United  States. 

Snt:  I  transmit  herewith  a  treaty  concluded  with  certain  bands  of  the  Dahcota  Na- 
tion of  Indians,  commonly  called  Sioux,  which  has  been  received  at  this  Department 
from  His  Excellency  James  D.  Doty,  governor  of  Wisconsin,  who  was  appointed 
a  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating 
the  treaty;  and  I  desire  to  submit  the  following  facts  and  opinions  inducing  me  to 
request  its  favorable  consideration: 

It  was  known  on  my  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  Department  of  War  that  some 
provision  must  speedily  be  made  for  the  Winnebago  Indians  in  the  Northwest.  By 
the  treaty  with  those  Indians  in  1837  it  was  provided  that  they  should  move  tempo- 
rarily upon  a  narrow  strip  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  called  the  neu- 
tral ground,  from  the  object  of  its  purchase  in  1830.  That  strip  of  country  is  only 
40  miles  in  width,  20  miles  of  it  having  been  purchased  from  the  Sac  and  Pox 
Indians  and  20  miles  from  the  Sioux,  the  object  of  the  purchase  having  been  to 
place  a  barrier  between  those  tribes,  which  had  been  for  many  years  at  war  and  par- 
ties of  which  were  continually  meeting  and  destroying  each  other  upon  or  adjacent 
to  the  country  purchased. 

When  the  delegation  of  Winnebago  chiefs  was  in  Washington  negotiating  a  sale 
of  all  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  in  1837,  a  permanent  location  for  those 
Indiaiui  was  not  fixed  upon,  and  a  temporary  expedient  was  adopted,  and  acceded  to 

f  |l^  fooipd.   l^vl4enU^  refers  to  mesM|(e  of  Au^^t  6, 184 1,  on  preceding  pa^c, 
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by  the  Indians,  by  which  they  agreed,  within  eight  months  from  the  mtltoition  of 
the  treaty,  to  move  upon  and  occupy  a  portion  of  the  neutral  gronnd  witil  they 
should  select  a  permanent  home. 

.  Owing  to  the  small  extent  of  country-  thus  temporarily  assigned  to  the  Winnebft* 
goes,  utterly  destitute  of  all  preparation  for  the  reception  of  them,  slenderly  rap- 
plie<l  with  game,  and,  abo\*e  all,  the  circumstance  that  the  Sac  and  Fez  Indians 
were  continually  at  war  \inth  the  Sioux,  the  object  of  the  purchase  having  utterly 
failed,  the  neutral  ground,  so  called,  proving  literally  the  fighting  ground  of  the 
hostile  tribes — owing  to  all  these  circumstances  the  Winnebagoes  were  extremely 
reluctant  to  comply  with  the  treaty.  It  was  in  part  a  dictate  of  humanity  to  give 
them  more  time  for  removal  than  that  allotted  in  the  treaty,  in  the  hope  of  effectin^f 
their  permanent  removal  beyond  the  Missouri  or  clsc^^-here;  but  as  no  steps  were 
taken  to  select  their  future  home,  and  as  tlie  white  settlers  in  Wisconsin  were  fast 
crowding  upon  the  Indians,  overrunning  the  country',  as  usual,  in  search  of  town 
sites,  water  privileges,  and  farming  districts,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
some  efforts  toward  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect.  Owing  to  the  excited  state  of 
the  Indians  and  the  apprehension  of  disturbance,  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
in  1S40,  more  than  two  years,  instead  of  eight  months,  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  was  ordered  upon  the  Winnebago  frontier,  the  greater  part  of  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment being  already  there,  and  in  the  presence  of  that  force  the  Indians  were  required 
to  comply  with  the  treaty.  They  reluctantly  removed  from  the  banks  of  the  Wi^ 
consin  River  and  crossed  the  Mississippi,  but  did  not  go  to  that  portion  of  the 
neutral  ground  agreed  upon,  which  commenced  20  miles  from  the  river,  but  iwa^Mid 
of  it  they  spread  themselves  along  the  Ikink  of  the  Mississippi,  some  of  them  recross- 
ing  that  river  and  ascending  the  Chippewa  and  Black  rivers.  Only  a  small  portion 
of  the  tribe  has  yet  removed  to  the  portion  of  the  neutral  ground  assigned  to  them, 
and  it  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  local  attachments  have  not  been  formed,  since,  from 
the  position  of  the  country,  it  nv-as  not  and  never  could  have  been  intended  as  their 
permanent  home. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  country  in  the  Northwest  the  importance  of 
prt>viding  for  tlie  Winnebago  Indians,  though  immediate,  became  secondary  in  a 
more  national  and  wider  prospect  of  benefits  in  figure  years  by  arrangements 
which  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  as  not  only  practicable,  but  of  easy  accom- 
plishment. 

A  glance  at  the  map  and  at  the  efforts  hitherto  made  in  emigration  will  show  an 
extensive  body  of  Indians  accumulated  upon  the  Southwestern  frontier,  and,  looking 
to  the  numbers  yet  to  be  emigrated  from  within  the  circle  of  territory-  soon  to  become 
States  of  the  American  Union,  it  will  appear  upon  ver}*  many  considerations  to  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  separate  the  Indians  and  to  interpose  a  barrier  between 
the  masses  which  are  destined  to  Ixi  placed  upon  the  western  frontier,  instead  of 
accumulating  them  within  limits  enabling  them  to  unite  and  in  concert  qxead 
desolation  over  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to,  perhaps,  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  was  determined  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Sioox 
Indians  north  and  northwest  of  the  purchase  of  1830,  the  neutral  ground,  so  called, 
with  the  purpose  of  purchasing  sufficient  territory  l>evond  the  reasonable  limits  of 
Iowa  to  provide  a  resting  place  for  the  Winnebagoes,  intending  to  treat  also  with 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  and  with  the  Potawatamics  north  of  the  State  of  Miaaoori, 
and  thus  enable  our  citizens  to  expand  west  of  the  Missouri  River  north  of  the  State. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  in  a  condensed  report  all  the  reasons  now  imperatively  urg- 
ing the  adoption  of  these  measures.  Besides  the  af>s<)lute  necessity  of  providing  a 
home  for  the  Winnebagoes,  the  citizens  of  Iowa  and  ot  Missouri  are  crowding  upon 
the  territory  of  the  Sac  and  Pox  Indians  and  already  producing  those  irritations 
which  in  former  times  have  led  to  bloody  wars.    It  is  not  to  be  for  s  momeiit 
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Concealed  that  out  enterprising  and  hardy  population  must  and  will  occupy  the  terri- 
tor}'  adjacent  to  that  purchased  in  1837  from  the  Sacs  and  Poxes,  and  the  only  possible 
mode  of  its  being  done  in  peace  is  by  another  purchase  from  those  Indians.  But 
the  position  of  the  Potawatamies  will  then  become  relatively  what  that  of  the  Sac 
and  Pox  In^ans  now  is,  with  the  difference  that  access  to  their  country  by  the  Mis- 
souri River  will  hasten  its  occupancy  by  our  people.  The  only  mode  of  guarding 
against  future  collision,  near  at  hand  if  not  provided  against,  is  by  emigrating  not 
only  the  Sac  and  Pox  Indians,  but  also  the  Potawatamies. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  those  Indians,  as  also  the  Winnebagoes, 
to  move  south  of  tne  Missouri,  but  without  effect,  their  opposition  to  it  being  appar- 
ently insurmountable,  the  Potawatamies  expressing  the  most  decided  aversion  to  it 
on  being  urged  to  join  other  bands  of  Potawatamies  on  the  Marais  de  Cyg^e,  declar- 
ing that  they  would  rather  at  once  go  to  California,  being  determined  not  to  unite 
with  those  bands,  but  to  maintain  an  independence  of  them.  By  the  purchase  from 
the  Sioux  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  their  prejudices  may  be  advantageously  accom- 
modated, for  among  the  objects  in  contemplation  before  adverted  to  it  is  to  my 
mind  of  primary  importance  so  to  dispose  of  those  Indians  as  to  enable  this  Govern- 
ment to  interpose  a  State  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Indians  along  the 
Missouri  River,  and  thus,  by  dividing  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  and  separating 
the  divisions,  prevent  a  combination  and  concert  of  action  which  future  progress  in 
civilization  might  otherwise  enable  them  to  effect  in  the  prosecution  of  revenge  for 
real  or  imagined  grievances. 

Great  importance  is  attached  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  but  scarcely  less  to  the 
means  provided  by  the  treaty  for  inducing  the  remnants  of  other  Northern  tribes  to 
remove  to  a  climate  congenial  to  their  habits  and  disposition. 

From  the  earliest  efforts  at  emigration  certain  Northern  Indians  have  strenuously 
objected  to  a  removal  south  of  the  Missouri  on  account  of  the  climate;  and  where 
tribes  have  been  induced  to  dispose  of  all  right  to  live  east  of  the  Mississippi  within 
the  United  States,  many  individuals,  dreading  their  southern  destination,  have  wan- 
dered to  the  north  and  are  now  living  in  Canada,  annually  in  the  receipt  of  presents 
from  the  British  Government,  and  will  be  ready  without  doubt  to  side  with  that 
power  in  any  future  conflict  with  this  Government.  In  this  manner  considerable 
numbers  of  the  Delawares  and  Shawnees  and  other  Indians  have  disappeared  from 
our  settlements — a  fact  of  great  importance,  and  which  I  apprehend  has  not  been 
heretofore  sufficiently  considered.  There  are  many  Potawatamies  and  Ottawas,  as 
also  Winnebagoes  and  Menomonees,  who  may  be  easily  induced  to  move  into  Can- 
ada by  seductive  bribes,  in  the  use  of  which  the  British  Government  has  always 
displayed  a  remarkable  foresight. 

Of  the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas  now  in  the  northern  part  of  Michigan  it  is  believed 
there  are  over  5,000  under  treaty  obligations  to  remove  to  the  Southwest,  the  greater 
portion  of  whom  openly  declared  their  determination  to  cross  the  line  into  Canada 
and  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Government  in  preference 
to  a  removal  to  that  country.  These  Indians  may  be  accommodated  by  the  arrange- 
ments in  contemplation,  not  only  to  their  own  satisfaction,  but  under  circumstances 
pfxmiising  the  greatest  permanent  advantages  to  the  United  States,  and  separating 
them  frOrn  all  inducements  and  even  the  possibility  of  entering  the  British  service. 
I  am  not  without  hope,  also,  that  through  this  treaty  some  suitable  and  acceptable 
arrangement  may  be  made  with  the  New  York  Indians  by  which  they  may  be 
removed  with  safety  to  themselves  and  benefit  to  the  people  of  that  State.  The  very 
peculiar  situation  of  these  Indians  is  well  known;  that  while  they  are  under  treaty 
obligation  to  remove,  the  treaty  being  by  the  Constitution  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land  and  perfecting  in  this  instance  the  title  of  the  land  they  occupy  in  a  private 
land  company,  there  is  yet  every  reason  to  83rmpathize  with  them  and  the  highest 
.  moral  induoemeiits  for  extending  every  possible  relief  to  them  within  the  legitimate 
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powers  of  the  Govenunent.  I  have  been  assured  from  aoorces  entitled  to  my  fullest 
confidence  that  although  these  Indians  have  hitherto  eaprencd  the  most  ^^^^ 
aversion  to  a  removal  south  of  the  Missouri,  there  will  probably  be  no  difltodty  in 
persuading  them  to  occupy  a  more  northern  region  in  the  West.  I  have  erery  re^ 
son  for  believing  that  a  benevolent  interest  in  their  behalf  among  a  portion  of  cmr 
own  people,  which,  it  is  supposed,  has  heretofore  presented  an  obstocle  to  their  end* 
gration,  will  be  exerted  to  effect  their  removal  if  a  portion  of  the  Siouz  ommtry  cn& 
be  appropriated  to  them. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  a  multitude  of  objects  thus  reat  upon  the 
success  of  this  one  treaty,  now  submitted  for  examination  end  approbation. 

Of  the  Sioux  Indians  I  will  but  remark  that  they  occupy  an  «*"***'*«ft  oonntry 
spreading  from  the  Mississippi  north  of  the  neutral  ground  west  and  northirest, 
crossing  the  Missouri  River  more  than  i  ,300  miles  above  the  city  of  St.  Lonii.  They 
are  divided  into  bands,  which  nave  various  names,  the  generic  name  for  the  whole 
being  the  Dahcota  Nation.  These  bands,  though  speaking  a  common  langoage,  axe 
independent  in  their  occupancy  of  portions  of  country,  and  separate  treaties  may 
be  made  with  them.  Treaties  are  already  subsisting  with  some  of  the  bands  both 
on  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri.  The  treaty  now  submitted  is  believed  to  be  advan- 
tageous, and  from  its  provisions  contemplates  the  reduction  of  those  wandering 
Indians  from  their  nomadic  habits  to  those  of  an  agricultural  people. 

If  some  of  the  provisions  seem  not  such  as  might  be  desired,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  many  interests  have  to  be  accommodated  in  framing  an  Indian  treaty  whidi 
can  only  be  fully  known  to  the  commissioner,  who  derives  his  information  directly 
from  the  Indians  in  the  country  which  is  the  object  of  the  purchase. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  I  had  instructed  the  commissioner  expressly  not  to  take 
into  consideration  what  are  called  traders*  claims,  in  the  hope  of  correcting  a  ptao* 
tice  which,  it  is  believed,  has  been  attended  with  mischievous  consequences;  tmt  the 
commissioner  has  by  a  letter  of  explanations  fully  satisfied  me  that  in  this  ii 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  accommodate  those  claims  as  an  indispensable 
of  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  Indians  to  the  treaty.  This  results,  donbtless,  from 
their  dependence  upon  the  traders  for  articles,  in  a  measure  necessaries,  which  are 
for  the  most  txuI  furnished  without  competition,  and  of  the  proper  raluc  oi  irhich 
the  Indians  are  ignorant. 

To  compensate  in  some  degree  for  the  article  in  this  treaty  proyiding  for  the  pay- 
ment of  traders*  claims,  very  judicious  guards  are  introduced  into  the  treaty,  calcn- 
lated  effectually  to  exclude  that  source  of  interest  adverse  to  the  Government  in  all 
future  time  within  the  purchase  under  this  treaty. 

There  are  other  articles  in  the  treaty  which  I  have  not  been  able  fully  to  realiae 
as  judicious  or  necessary,  but  for  reasons  already  stated  they  deserve  respectful 
consideration. 

Notwithstanding  the  oticle  stipulating  that  a  rejection  of  any  of  the  pcovisiotia  of 
the  treaty  should  render  the  whole  null  and  void,  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
such  modified  acceptance  of  the  treaty  as  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  may  aeem 
just  and  proper,  conditioned  m\m.  the  assent  oi  the  Indians  subsequently  to  be 
obtained,  the  Senate  making  provision  for  its  reference  back  to  the  TimHmw  |f 
necessary. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  treaty  provides  for  a  power  of  regulation  in  the  Indian 
Territory  by  the  United  States  Government  under  circumstcnccc  not  hitherto 
attempted,  presenting  an  opportunity  for  an  experiment  well  worthy  of  mature 
consideration. 

I  ought  not  to  dismiss  this  subject  without  adverting  to  one  other  impoctant 
consideration  connected  with  the  integrity  of  our  Northwest  Indians  and 
The  Sioux  treaty  will  effectually  withdraw  from  British  influence  all  those  nho 
a  party  to  it  by  making  them  stipendiaries  of  the  United  States  and  \ff  opentiqg 
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a  change  in  their  wandering  habits  and  establishing  them  at  known  and  fixed 
points  under  the  observation  of  Government  agents,  and  as  the  British  can  only  have 
access  to  that  region  by  the  way  of  Pond  du  Lac,  one  or  two  small  military  posts  in 
a  direction  west  and  south  from  that  point,  it  is  believed,  will  completely  control  all 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  in  that  section  of  country. 

Very  respectfully,  yom*  obedient  servant,  j^^q    g^r  t 


Washington,  September  8,  184.1, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  8th  June,  to  commtinicate  a  letter*  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  correspondence  accompanying  it.  j^^n  TYLER. 

Washington,  September  13,  1841, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  July  last,  I 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accom- 
panied by  copies  of  the  correspondence  t  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  August  16,  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  has  been 
considered  by  me  with  a  sincere  desire  to  conform  my  action  in  regard  to 
it  to  that  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  By  the  Constitution  it  is  made 
my  duty  either  to  approve  the  bill  by  signing  it  or  to  return  it  with  my 
objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated.  I  can  not  conscientiously 
give  it  my  approval,  and  I  proceed  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  me 
by  the  Constitution — to  give  my  reasons  for  disapproving. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over 
the  Union  has  been  a  question  of  dispute  from  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Men  most  justly  and  deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high  intellec- 
tual endowments,  their  virtue,  and  their  patriotism  have  in  regard  to  it 
entertained  different  and  conflicting  opinions;  Congresses  have  differed; 
the  approval  of  one  President  has  been  followed  by  the  disapproval 
of  another;  the  people  at  different  times  have  acquiesced  in  decisions 
both  for  and  against.    The  country  has  been  and  still  is  deeply  agitated 

^Relatlpg  to  tbe  deposits  of  pubttc  moneys  in  banks  by  disbursing  officers  and  agents. 
tBelatiiig  to  the  oHgln,  mogrmi  and  oonclusion  of  the  treaty  of  November  26,  X83S,  between 
agidiaia  Md  the  Ualud  autet. 
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by  this  unsettled  question.  It  will  suffice  for  me  to  say  that 
opinion  has  been  uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  of  any 
such  power  by  this  Govenunent,  On  all  suitable  occasions  during  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years  the  opinion  thus  entertained  has  been  unre- 
servedly expressed.  I  declared  it  in  the  legislature  of  my  native  State; 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  it  has  been  openly 
vindicated  by  me;  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  many  who  are  at  this  time  members  of  that  body,  it  has  been  affirmed 
and  reaffirmed  in  speeches  and  reports  there  made  and  by  votes  there 
recorded;  in  popular  assemblies  I  have  unhesitatingly  announced  it,  and 
the  last  public  declaration  which  I  made — and  that  but  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  late  Presidential  election — I  referred  to  my  pre\iously  expressed 
opinions  as  being  those  then  entertained  by  me.  With  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  opinions  thus  entertained  and  never  concealed,  I  was  elected  by 
the  people  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  By  the  occturence  of 
a  contingency  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  and  arising  under  an 
impressive  dispensation  of  Providence  I  succeeded  to  the  Presidential 
office.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  I  look  an  oath 
that  I  would  "presene.  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States."  Entertaining  the  opinions  alluded  to  and  having  taken 
this  oath,  the  Senate  and  the  country  will  see  that  I  could  not  give  my 
sanction  to  a  measure  of  the  character  described  without  surrendering 
all  claim  to  the  respect  of  honorat>le  men,  all  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  all  self-respect,  all  regard  for  moral  and  religious  obligations, 
without  an  observ-ance  of  which  no  government  can  be  prosperous  and 
no  people  can  be  happy.  It  would  be  to  commit  a  crime  which  I  would 
not  willfully  commit  to  gain  any  earthly  reward,  and  which  would  justly 
subject  me  to  the  ridicule  and  scorn  of  all  \-irtuous  men, 

I  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  the  rea; 
which  have  brought  my  mind  to  the  convictions  1  feel  and  enti 
on  this  subject.  They  have  been  over  and  over  again  repeated. 
some  of  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  higli  office  have  entertained 
and  avowed  different  opinions,  I  yield  all  confidence  that  their  convic- 
tions were  sincere.  I  claim  only  to  have  the  same  measure  meted  out 
to  myself.  Without  going  further  into  the  argument,  I  will  say  that  in 
looking  to  the  powers  of  this  Go^-emment  to  collect,  safely  keep,  and  dis- 
burse the  public  re\"enue,  and  incidentally  to  regulate  the 
exchanges,  I  have  not  t>een  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  establisl 
by  this  Government  of  a  bank  of  discount  in  the  ordinary'  accepiai 
of  that  term  was  a  necessary  means  or  one  demanded  by  propriety 
execute  those  powers.  What  can  the  local  discounts  of  the  bank 
to  do  with  the  collecting,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursing  of  the  reveiii 
So  far  as  the  mere  discounting  of  paper  is  concerned,  it  is  quite  imi 
terial  to  this  question  whether  the  discount  is  obtained  at  a  State  l)3nk 
era  United  States  bank.    Tbey  are  both  equally  local,  both  beginning 


justly 

easo^^H 

lerta^^H 


John  Tyler  65 

and  both  ending  in  a  local  accommodation.  What  influence  have  local 
discotmts  granted  by  any  form  of  bank  in  the  regulating  of  the  currency 
and  the  exchanges?  Let  the  history  of  the  late  United  States  Bank 
aid  us  in  answering  this  inquiry. 

For  several  years  after  the  establishment  of  that  institution  it  dealt 
almost  exclusively  in  local  discounts,  and  during  that  period  the  country 
was  for  the  most  part  disappointed  in  the  consequences  anticipated 
from  its  incorporation.  A  uniform  currency  was  not  provided,  exchanges 
were  not  regulated,  and  little  or  nothing  was  added  to  the  general  cir- 
culation, and  in  1820  its  embarrassments  had  become  so  great  that  the 
directors  petitioned  Congress  to  repeal  that  article  of  the  charter  which 
made  its  notes  receivable  everywhere  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  It 
had  up  to  that  period  dealt  to  but  a  very  small  extent  in  exchanges, 
either  foreign  or  domestic,  and  as  late  as  i823.its  operations  in  that  line 
amounted  to  a  Httle  more  than  $7,(00,000  per  annum.  A  very  rapid  aug- 
mentation soon  after  occurred,  and  in  1833  its  dealings  in  the  exchanges 
amounted  to  upward  of  $100,000,000,  including  the  sales  of  its  own 
drafts;  and  all  these  immense  transactions  were  effected  without  the 
employment  of  extraordinary  means.  The  currency  of  the  country 
became  sound,  and  the  negotiations  in  the  exchanges  were  carried  on  at 
the  lowest  possible  rates.  The  circulation  was  increased  to  more  than 
$22,000,000  and  the  notes  of  the  bank  were  regarded  as  equal  to  specie 
all  over  the  country,  thus  showing  almost  conclusively  that  it  was  the 
capacity  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and  not  in  local  discounts,  which  fur- 
nished these  facilities  and  advantages.  It  may  be  remarked,  too,  that 
notwithstanding  the  immense  transactions  of  the  bank  in  the  purchase 
of  exchange,  the  losses  sustained  were  merely  nominal,  while  in  the  hue 
of  discotmts  the  suspended  debt  was  enormous  and  proved  most  disas- 
trous to  the  bank  and  the  country.  Its  power  of  local  discount  has  in 
fact  proved  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  favoritism  and  corruption,  alike 
destructive  to  the  pubUc  morals  and  to  the  general  weal. 

The  capital  invested  in  banks  of  discount  in  the  United  States,  created 
by  the  States,  at  this  time  exceeds  $350,000,000,  and  if  the  discounting 
of  local  paper  could  have  produced  any  beneficial  effects  the  United 
States  ought  to  possess  the  soundest  cturency  in  the  world;  but  the 
reverse  is  lamentably  the  fact. 

Is  the  measure  now  under  consideration  of  the  objectionable  character 
to  which  I  have  alluded?  It  is  clearly  so  tmless  by  the  sixteenth  funda- 
mental article  of  the  eleventh  section  it  is  made  otherwise.  That  article 
is  in  the  following  words: 

The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shaH  establish  one  competent  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  in  any  State  in  which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  sub- 
scribed or  may  be  held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  legislature  of  such  State, 
Congress  may  by  law  require  the  same.  And  the  said  directors  may  also  establish 
one  or  more  competent  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  Territory  or  Dis- 
trict of  the  United  States,  and  in  any  State  with  the  assent  of  such  State,  and  when 
M  P— vox.  XV— 5 
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established  the  said  office  or  offices  shall  be  only  withdrawn  or  removed  bj  the  said 
directors  prior  to  the  expiration  of  this  charter  ^idth  the  previous  aaaent  of  Con- 
gress: Provided,  In  respect  to  any  State  which  shall  not,  at  the  first  aeision  of  the 
legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  or  other  usual  legis- 
lative proceeding,  unconditionally  assent  or  dissent  to  the  establishment  of  such  office 
or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  the  said  State  shall  be  thereafter  presumed:  And 
provided,  nti^ertheless.  That  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  and  proper  for  CAr- 
rying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution  to  establish  an 
office  or  offices  in  any  of  the  States  whatever,  and  the  establishment  theieof  shall  be 
directed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  directors  to  establish  such  office  or 
offices  accordingly. 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  clause  the  directors  are  invested  with  the 
fullest  power  to  establish  a  branch  in  any  State  which  has  yielded  its 
assent;  and  having  once  established  such  branch,  it  shall  not  afterwards 
be  withdrawn  except  by  order  of  Congress.  Such  assent  is  to  be  implied 
and  to  have  the  force  and  sanction  of  an  actually  expressed  assent,  **pro- 
\nded,  in  respect  to  any  State  which  shall  not,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  or  other 
usual  legislative  proceeding ,  unconditionally  2iss^r\t  or  dissent  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  office  or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  said  State  shall 
be  thereafter  presumed. '  *  The  assent  or  dissent  is  to  be  expressed  uneon- 
ditionally  at  the  first  session  of  the  legislature,  by  some  formal  legislative 
act;  and  if  not  so  expressed  its  assent  is  to  be  implied,  and  the  directors 
are  thereupon  invested  with  power,  at  such  time  thereafter  as  they  may 
please,  to  establish  branches,  which  can  not  afterwards  be  withdrawn 
except  by  resolve  of  Congress.  No  matter  wliat  may  be  the  cause  which 
may  operate  with  the  legislature,  which  either  prevents  it  from  speak- 
ing or  addresses  itself  to  its  wisdom,  to  induce  delay,  its  assent  is  to 
be  implied.  This  iron  rule  is  to  give  way  to  no  circumstances;  it  is 
unbending  and  inflexible.  It  is  the  language  of  the  master  to  the  vas- 
sal; an  unconditional  answer  is  claimed  forthwith,  and  delay,  postpone- 
ment, or  incapacity  to  answer  produces  an  implied  assent  which  is  ever 
after  irrevocable.  Many  of  the  State  elections  have  already  taken  place 
without  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  such  a  question 
was  to  come  up.  The  representatives  may  desire  a  submission  of  the 
question  to  their  constituents  preparatory  to  final  action  upon  it,  but  this 
high  privilege  is  denied;  whatever  may  be  the  motives  and  views  enter- 
tained by  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  induce  delay,  their  assent  is 
to  be  presumed,  and  is  ever  afterwards  binding  unless  their  dissent  shall 
be  unconditionally  expressed  at  their  first  session  after  the  passage  of 
this  bill  into  a  law.  They  may  by  foniial  resolution  declare  the  question 
of  assent  or  dissent  to  l)e  undecided  and  ixjstponed,  and  yet,  in  opposition 
to  their  express  declaration  to  the  contrary-,  their  assent  is  to  be  implied. 
Cases  innumerable  might  be  cited  to  manifest  the  irrationality  of  such  an 
inference.  I<et  one  or  two  in  addition  suffice.  The  popular  branch  of 
the  legislature  may  express  its  dissent  by  an  unanimous  vote,  and  its 
resolution  may  be  defeated  by  a  tie  vote  of  the  senate,  and  yet  the 
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IS  to  be  implied.  Both  branches  of  the  legislature  may  concur  in  a  reso- 
lution of  decided  dissent,  and  yet  the  governor  may  exert  the  ve^  power 
conferred  on  him  by  the  State  constitution,  and  their  legislative  action 
be  defeated,  and  yet  the  assent  of  the  legislative  authority  is  implied,  and 
the  directors  of  this  contemplated  institution  are  authorized  to  establish 
a  branch  or  branches  in  such  State  whenever  they  may  find  it  conducive 
to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  to  do  so;  and  having  once  established 
it  they  can  imder  no  circumstances  withdraw,  it  except  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  State  may  afterwards  protest  against  such  unjust  inference, 
but  its  authority  is  gone.  Its  assent  is  implied  by  its  failure  or  inability 
to  act  at  its  first  session,  and  its  voice  can  never  afterwards  be  heard. 
To  inferences  so  violent  and,  as  they  seem  to  me,  irrational  I  can  not 
yield  my  consent.  No  court  of  justice  would  or  could  sanction  them 
without  reversing  all  that  is  established  in  judicial  proceeding  by  intro- 
ducing presumptions  at  variance  with  fact  and  inferences  at  the  expense 
of  reason.  A  State  in  a  condition  of  duress  would  be  presumed  to  speak 
as  an  individual  manacled  and  in  prison  might  be  presumed  to  be  in 
the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  Far  better  to  say  to  the  States  boldly  and 
frankly,  Congress  wills  and  submission  is  demanded. 

It  may  be  said  that  tlie  directors  may  not  establish  branches  under 
such  circumstances;  but  this  is  a  question  of  power,  and  this  bill  invests 
them  with  full  authority  to  do  so.  If  the  legislature  of  New  York  or 
Pennsylvania  or  any  other  State  should  be  found  to  be  in  such  condition 
as  I  have  supposed,  could  there  be  any  security  furnished  against  such  a 
step  on  the  part  of  the  directors?  Nay,  is  it  not  fairly  to  be  presumed 
that  this  proviso  was  introduced  for  the  sole  purpose  of  meeting  the  con- 
tingency referred  to?  Why  else  should  it  have  been  introduced?  And 
I  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  it  can  be  believed  that  any  State  would 
be  likely  to  sit  quietly  down  under  such  a  state  of  things.  In  a  great 
measure  of  public  interest  their  patriotism  may  be  successfully  appealed 
to,  but  to  infer  their  assent  from  circumstances  at  war  with  such  inference 
I  can  not  but  regard  as  calculated  to  excite  a  feeling  at  fatal  enmity  with 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country.  I  must  therefore  regard  this 
clause  as  asserting  the  power  to  be  in  Congress  to  establish  offices  of 
discotmt  in  a  State  not  only  without  its  assent,  but  against  its  dissent,  and 
so  regarding  it  I  caii  not  sanction  it.  On  general  principles  the  right  in 
Congress  to  prescribe  terms  to  any  State  implies  a  superiority  of  power 
and  control,  deprives  the  transaction  of  all  pretense  to  compact  between 
them,  and  terminates,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  total  abrogation  of  freedom 
of  action  on  the  part  of  the  States.  But,  further,  the  State  may  express, 
after  the  most  solemn  form  of  legislation,  its  dissent,  which  may  from 
time  to  time  thereafter  be  repeated  in  full  view  of  its  own  interest,  which 
can  never  be  separated  from  the  wise  and  beneficent  operation  of  this 
Government,  and  yet  Congress  may  by  virtue  of  the  last  proviso  overrule 
its  law,  and  upon  grounds  which  to  such  State  will  appear  to  rest  on  a 
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constructive  necessity  and  propriety  and  nothing  more.  I  regard  the  tmT 
as  asserting  for  Congress  tbe  right  to  incorporate  a  United  States  bank 
with  power  and  right  to  estabUsh  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the 
several  States  of  this  Union  with  or  without  their  consent— a  principle  to 
which  I  have  always  heretofore  been  opposed  and  which  can  nev-er  obtain 
my  sanction:  and  waiving  all  other  considerations  growing  out  of  its 
other  provisions,  I  return  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  with 
these  my  objections  to  its  approval. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  September  g.  184. 
To  tbe  House  of  Representatives  qf  the  United  States: 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  feel  myself  constrained  by  the  da^ 
faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  to  "preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitation 
of  the  United  States"  to  return  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  the 
bill  "to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe- keeping,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  by  means  of  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal 
Corporation  of  the  United  States,"  with  my  written  objections. 

In  my  message  sent  to  the  Senate  on  the  i6th  day  of  August  last, 
returning  the  bill  "to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  I  distinctly  declared  that  my  own  opinion  had  been 
uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  "of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  create  a  national  bank  to  operate /^^^  J^  over  the  Union,"  and, 
entertaining  that  opinion,  my  main  objection  to  that  bill  was  based  upon 
the  highest  moral  and  religious  obligations  of  conscience  and  the  Consti- 
tution. I  readily  admit  that  whilst  the  qualified  veto  with  which  the 
Chief  Magistrate  is  invested  should  be  regarded  and  was  intended  by 
tlie  wise  men  who  made  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution  as  a  great  conserva- 
tive principle  of  our  system,  without  tbe  exercise  of  which  on  important 
occasions  a  mere  representative  majority  might  urge  the  Government  in 
its  legislation  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  its  framers  or  might  exert  its 
just  powers  too  hastily  or  oppressively,  yet  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to 
be  most  cautiously  exerted,  and  perhaps  never  except  in  a  case  eminently 
involving  the  public  interest  or  one  in  wliich  the  oath  of  the  President, 
acting  under  his  convictions,  both  mental  and  moral,  imperiously  requires 
its  exercise.  In  such  a  case  he  has  no  alteruative.  He  must  either  exert 
the  negative  power  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Constitution  chiefly  for  its 
own  preservation,  protection,  and  defense  or  commit  an  act  of  gross 
moral  turpitude.  Mere  regard  to  the  will  of  a  majority  must  not  in  a 
constitutional  republic  like  ours  control  this  sacred  and  solemn  duty 
of  a  sworn  officer.  The  Constitution  itself  I  regard  and  ch«ish  as  Ibe 
eiiil>odied  and  written  will  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 
is  their  fixed  and  fundamental  law.  which  tliey  unanimously  precril 
Uie  public  functionaries,  their  tncre  trustees  and  servants.     This 
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will  and  the  law  which  they  have  given  us  as  the  rule  of  our  action  have 
no  guard,  no  guaranty  of  preservation,  protection,  and  defense,  but  the 
oaths  which  it  prescribes  to  the  public  ofl5cers,  the  sanctity  with  which 
they  shall  religiously  observe  those  oaths,  and  the  patriotism  with 
which  the  people  shall  shield  it  by  their  own  sovereign  will,  which  has 
made  the  Constitution  supreme.  It  must  be  exerted  against  the  will  of 
a  mere  representative  majority  or  not  at  all.  It  is  alone  in  pursuance 
of  that  will  that  any  measure  can  reach  the  President,  and  to  say  that 
because  a  majority  in  Congress  have  passed  a  bill  he  should  therefore 
sanction  it  is  to  abrogate  the  power  altogether  and  to  render  its  insertion 
in  the  Constitution  a  work  of  absolute  supererogation.  The  duty  is  to 
guard  the  fundamental  will  of  the  people  themselves  from  (in  this  case, 
I  admit,  unintentional)  change  or  infraction  by  a  majority  in  Congress; 
and  in  that  light  alone  do  I  regard  the  constitutional  duty  which  I  now 
most  reluctantly  discharge.  Is  this  bill  now  presented  for  my  approval 
or  disapproval  such  a  bill  as  I  have  already  declared  could  not  receive 
my  sanction?  Is  it  such  a  bill  as  calls  for  the  exercise  of  the  negative 
power  under  the  Constitution?  Does  it  violate  the  Constitution  by  cre- 
ating a  national  bank  to  operate/^  se  over  the  Union?  Its  title,  in  the 
first  place,  describes  its  general  character.  It  is  **an  act  to  provide  for 
the  better  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue by  means  of  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation  of  the 
United  States,'*  In  style,  then,  it  is  plainly  national  in  its  character.  Its 
powers,  functions,  and  duties  are  those  which  pertain  to  the  collecting, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue.  The  means  by  which  these 
are  to  be  exerted  is  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  corporation  created  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  character  of  a  national  legislature  for  the  whole 
Union,  to  perform  ih&  Jiscal  purposes,  meet  the ^scal  wants  and  exigen- 
cies, supply  the  Jiscal  uses,  and  exert  the  Jiscal  agencies  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  Such  is  its  own  description  of  itself.  Do  its  pro- 
visions contradict  its  title?  They  do  not.  It  is  true  that  by  its  first 
section  it  provides  that  it  shall  be  established  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; but  the  amount  of  its  capital,  the  manner  in  which  its  stock  is  to  be 
subscribed  for  and  held,  the  persons  and  bodies,  corporate  and  politic, 
by  whom  its  stock  may  be  held,  the  appointment  of  its  directors  and 
their  powers  and  duties,  its  fundamental  articles,  especially  that  to  estab- 
lish agencies  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  the  corporate  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  such  agencies,  the  prohibition  of  Congress  to  establish  any  other 
corporation  with  similar  powers  for  twenty  years,  with  express  reserva- 
tion in  the  same  clause  to  modify  or  create  anybank  for  the  Dist;rict  of 
Columbia,  so  that  the  aggregate  capital  shall  not  exceed  five  millions, 
without  enumerating  other  features  which  are  equally  distinctive  and 
chaiacteristic,  clearly  show  that  it  can  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  powers  seemingly  more  limited  than 
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have  heretofore  been  granted  to  such  au  institution.  It  operates  ^^w*] 
over  the  Union  h\  virtue  of  the  unaided  and,  in  my  \-icw,  assumed  author- 
ity of  Congress  as  a  national  legislature,  as  distinguishable  from  a  bank 
created  by  Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia  as  the  local  legislature 
of  the  District-  Every  United  States  bank  heretofore  created  has  had 
power  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  as  well  as  local  discounts.  Both 
were  trading  privileges  conferred,  and  both  were  exercised  by  virtue  of 
the  aforesaid  power  of  Confess  over  the  whole  Union.  The  question 
of  power  remains  unchanged  without  reference  to  the  extent  of  priiilege 
granted.  If  this  propt)sed  corporation  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  local  hank 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  invested  by  Congress  w4lh  general  powers 
to  operate  over  the  Union,  it  is  obnoxious  to  still  stronger  objections.  It 
assumes  that  Congress  may  invest  a  local  institution  with  general  or 
national  powers.  With  the  same  propriety  that  it  may  do  this  in  regard 
to  a  bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia  it  may  as  to  a  State  bank.  Yet 
who  can  indulge  the  idea  that  this  Go\'erament  can  rightfully,  by  mak- 
ing a  State  bank  its  fiscal  agent,  invest  it  with  the  absolute  and  unqitah- 
fied  powers  conferred  by  this  bill?  When  I  come  to  look  at  the  details 
of  the  bill,  they  do  not  recommend  it  strongly  to  my  adoption.  A 
notice  of  some  of  its  provisions  will  suffice. 

First.  It  may  justify  substantially  a  system  of  discounts  of  the 
objectionable  character.  It  is  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
one  State  and  payable  in  another  without  any  restraint.  The  bill  of 
exchange  may  have  an  unlimited  time  to  run.  and  its  renewability  is 
nowhere  guarded  against.  It  may.  in  fact,  assume  the  most  objection- 
able form  of  accommodation  paper.  It  is  not  required  to  rest  on  an\' 
actual,  real,  or  substantial  exchange  basis.  A  drawer  in  one  place  becomes 
the  accepter  in  another,  and  so  in  turn  the  accepter  may  become  the 
drawer  upou  a  mutual  understanding.  It  may  at  the  same  time  indulge 
in  mere  local  discounts  under  the  name  of  bills  of  exchange.  A  bill 
drawn  at  Philadelphia  on  Camden,  N.  J.,  at  New  York  on  a  border  town 
in  New  Jersey,  at  Cincinnati  on  Newport,  in  Kentucky,  not  to  multiply 
other  examples,  might,  for  anything  in  this  bill  to  restrain  it,  beccnoe 
a  mere  matter  of  local  accommodation.  Cities  thus  relatively  situated 
would  possess  advantages  over  cities  otherwise  situated  of  so  decided  a 
character  as  most  justly  to  excite  dissatisfaction. 

Second.  There  is  no  limit  prescribed  to  the  premium  in  the  purchase 
of  bills  of  exchange,  thereby  correcting  none  of  the  evils  under  which 
the  community  now  labors,  and  operating  most  injuriously  upon  the 
agricultural  States,  in  which  the  irregularities  in  the  rates  of  exchange 
are  most  severely  felt.  '  Nor  are  these  the  onlj'  consequences.  A  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  those  States  would  be  liable  to 
indefinite  postponement;  for  as  the  operation  of  the  agencies  of  the 
interior  would  ihitfly  coustsl  in  selling  hillt  of  exchanse,  and  the  pur- 
chases could  only  be  made  iu  spcdc  or  the  uotcs  of  buuka  [laj'iug  specie^ 
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the  State  banks  would  either  have  to  continue  with  their  doors  closed  or 
exist  at  the  mercy  of  this  national  monopoly  of  brokerage.  Nor  can  it 
be  passed  over  without  remark  that  whilst  the  District  of  Columbia  is 
made  the  seat  of  the  principal  bank,  its  citizens  are  excluded  from  all 
participation  in  any  benefit  it  might  afiFord  by  a  positive  prohibition  on 
the  bank  from  all  discounting  within  the  District. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  which  prominently  exist  against  the 
details  of  the  bill.  Others  might  be  urged  of  much  force,  but  it  would 
be  unprofitable  to  dwell  upon  them.  Suffice  it  to  add  that  this  charter 
is  designed  to  continue  for  twenty  years  without  a  competitor;  that  the 
defects  to  which  I  have  alluded,  being  founded  on  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  corporation,  are  irrevocable,  and  that  if  the  objections  be  well 
founded  it  would  be  overhazardous  to  pass  the  bill  into  a  law. 

In  conclusion  I  take  leave  most  respectfully  to  say  that  I  have  felt 
the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Congress  in  the  adop- 
tion of  a  fiscal  agent  which,  avoiding  all  constitutional  objections,  should 
harmonize  conflicting  opinions.  Actuated  by  this  feeling,  I  have  been 
ready  to  yield  much  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  to  the  opinions  of  others; 
and  it  is  with  great  pain  that  I  now  feel  compelled  to  differ  from  Con- 
gress a  second  time  in  the  same  session.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  inclined  from  choice  to  defer  to  the  legislative  will,  I  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  fiscal  agent  which,  with- 
out violating  the  Constitution,  would  separate  the  public  money  from 
the  Executive  control  and  perform  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  with- 
out being  burdensome  to  the  people  or  inconvenient  or  expensive  to 
the  Government.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  this  department  of  the 
Government  can  not  upon  constitutional  and  other  grounds  concur  with 
the  legislative  department  in  this  last  measure  proposed  to  attain  these 
desirable  objects.  Owing  to  the  brief  space  between  the  period  of  the 
death  of  my  lamented  predecessor  and  my  own  installation  into  office,  I 
was,  in  fact,  nol  left  time  to  prepare  and  submit  a  definitive  recommen- 
dation of  my  own  in  my  regular  message,  and  since  my  mind  has  been 
wholly  occupied  in  a  most  anxious  attempt  to  conform  my  action  to  the 
legislative  will.  In  this  communication  I  am  confined  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  my  objections  simply  to  this  bill,  but  the  period  of  the  regular 
session  will  soon  arrive,  when  it  will  be  my  duty,  under  another  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  **to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Union  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as '  *  I 
''shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.'*  And  I  most  respectfully  sub- 
mit, in  a  spirit  of  harmony,  whether  the  present  differences  of  opinion 
should  be  pressed  fiuther  at  this  time,  and  whether  the  peculiarity  6f 
my^tuation  does  not  entitle  ine  to  a  postponement  of  this  subject  to  a 
more  auspicious  period  for  deliberation.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
havtt  distinguished  themselves  at  this  extraordinary  session  by-  the  per- 
formance of  an  immense  mass  of  labor  at  a  season  very  imfavorable 
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both  to  health  and  action,  and, have  passed  many  laws  which  I 
will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  countr>-  atid  full 
answer  its  just  expectations.     It  has  been  my  good  fortune  and  pleasui 
to  concur  with  them  in  all  measures  except  this.     And  why  should 
difference  on  this  alone  be  pushed  to  extremes?    It  is  my  anxious  deare 
tiiat  it  should  not  be.      I  too  have  been  burdened  with  extraordinary 
lalwrs  of  late,  and  I  sincerely  desire  time  for  deep  and  deliberate  reflec- 
tion on  this  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  Administration.     May 
now  pause  until  a  more  favorable  time.  when,  with  the  most  j 
hope  that  the  Executive  and  Congress  may  cordially  unite,  some  mi 
ure  of  finance  may  be  dehberately  adopted  promotive  of  the  good  of 
common  country? 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that  the  conclusions  to  which 
have  brought  myself  are  those  of  a  settled  conviction,  founded, 
opinion,  on  a  just  view  of  the  Constitution:  that  in  arriving  at  it  I  ha' 
been  actuated  by  no  other  motive  or  desire  than  to  uphold  the  institti-: 
tious  of  the  country  as  they  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  hands  of  oui 
godlike  ancestors,  and  thai  I  shall  esteem  my  efforts  to  sustain  them, 
even  though  I  perish,  more  honorable  than  to  win  Ihe  applause  of  men 
by  a  sacrifice  of  my  duty  and  my  conscience. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[PramStalutciat  LargclLiltle,  Brown  &Ca),  Vol,  3tl,  p.  JSS.] 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  of 
United  States  that  sundr>'  secret  lodges,  c!ul>s,  or  assodation.s  exist 
on  the  northern  frontier;  that  the  members  of  these  lodges  are  bound 
together  by  secret  oaths;  that  they  have  collected  firearms  and  other 
mihtar>-  materials  and  secreted  them  In  sundry  places;  and  that  it  is 
their  purpose  to  violate  the  laws  of  their  country  by  making  military 
and  lawless  incursions,  when  opportunity  shall  offer,  into  the  territories 
of  a  power  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  and 

Whereas  it  is  known  that  tra\eling  agitators,  from  both  sides  of  tl 
line,  visit  these  lodges  and  harangue  the  members  in  secret  meetio^i 
stimulating  Uiem  to  illegal  acts;  and 

Whereas  the  same  persons  are  known  to  le\y  contributions  oo 
ignorant  and  credulous  for  their  own  benefit,  thus  suppoitiug  and  enrit^* 
ing  themselves  by  the  basest  means;  and 

^Hiereas  the  unlawful  intentions)  of  the  members  of  these  lodges  have 
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already  been  manifested  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Chippewa,  in  Canada,  and  the  piibhc  property  of 
ihe  British  Government  there  being: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  admonishing  all  such  evil-minded  persons  of  the 
condign  punishment  which  is  certain  to  overtake  them;  assuring  them 
that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  rigorously  executed  against 
their  illegal  acts,  and  that  if  in  any  lawless  incursion  into  Canada  they 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities  they  will  not  be  reclaimed 
as  American  citizens  nor  any  interference  made  by  this  Government  in 
their  behalf.  And  I  exhort  all  well-meaning  but  deluded  persons  who 
may  have  joined  these  lodges  immediately  to  abandon  them  and  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  their  secret  meetings  or  unlawful  oaths,  as 
they  would  avoid  serious  consequences  to  themselves.  And  I  expect 
the  intelligent  and  well-disposed  members  of  the  community  to  frown 
on  all  these  unlawful  combinations  and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist 
the  Government  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country  against  the 
mischievous  consequences  of  the  acts  of  these  violators  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 

r  -|     tember,  A.  D.  184 1.  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  the  sixty-sixth. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President: 

Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

General  Orders. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washing  ton  y  July  ^,  184,1. 

Brevet  Major-General  Wmfield  Scott  having  been  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  the  Major- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  he  is  directed  to  assume  the 
command  and  enter  upon  his  duties  accordingly. 

By  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

R.  JONES, 

Adjutant'  General. 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washington,  December  j,  /S^rM 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  coming  together,  feUow-citisens,  to  enter  again  upon  the  disclia 
of  the  duties  with  which  the  people  have  charged  us  se^'erally,  we  find 
great  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  We 
are  iu  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
with  unexampled  means  of  educatioa,  knon'ledge,  and  improvement. 
Through  the  jear  which  is  now  drawing  to  a  close  peace  has  been  in  our 
borders  and  plenty  in  our  habitations,  and  although  disease  has  \'i5ited 
some  few  portions  of  the  land  with  distress  and  mortality,  yet  in  genera] 
the  health  of  the  people  has  been  preser\-ed,  and  we  are  all  called  upoi; 
by  the  highest  obligations  of  duty  to  renew  our  thanks  and  our  devotion 
to  our  Heavenly  Parent,  who  has  continued  to  vouchsafe  to  us  the  eminent 
blessings  which  surround  us  and  who  has  so  signally  crowned  the  yeai 
with  His  goodness.  If  we  find  ourselves  increasing  beyond  example  in 
numbers,  in  strength,  in  wealth,  in  knowledge,  in  everything  which 
promotes  human  and  social  happiness,  let  us  ever  remember  our  depend- 
ence for  all  these  on  the  protection  and  merciful  dispensations  of  Divine 
Providence. 

Since  your  last  adjournment  Alexander  McLeod,  a  British  subject  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an  American  citizen,  and  whose  case  has 
been  the  subject  of  a  correspondence  heretofore  communicated  to  you, 
has  been  acquitted  by  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  and  intelligent  jur^-. 
and  has  under  the  judgment  of  t!ie  court  been  regularly  discharged. 

Great  Britain  ha\Tug  made  known  to  this  Go\'emment  that  the  expe- 
dition which  was  fitted  out  from  Canada  for  the  destruction  of  the  steam- 
boat Caroline  in  the  winter  of  1837,  and  which  resulted  in  the  destruction 
of  said  boat  and  in  the  death  of  an  American  citizen,  was  undertakes 
by  orders  emanating  from  the  authorities  of  the  British  Goveniraent  in 
Canada,  and  demanding  the  discharge  of  McLeod  upon  the  ground  that 
if  engaged  in  that  expedition  he  did  but  fulfill  the  orders  of  his  Govern- 
ment, has  thus  been  answered  in  the  only  way  in  which  she  could  be 
answered  by  a  government  the  pt>wers  of  which  are  distributed  among 
its  several  departments  by  the  fundamental  law.  Happily  for  the  peopi* 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States,  the  only  mode  Iqr 
which  an  individual  arraigned  for  a  criminal  offense  before  the  o 
either  can  obtain  his  discharge  is  by  the  independent  action  of  the  j' 
ciarj-  and  by  proceedings  equally  familiar  to  the  courts  of  both  cott 

If  in  Great  Britain  a  power  exists  in  the  Croivn  to  cause  to  be  e 
a  acWf  prosequi,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  Executive  power  0 
United  States  upon  a  prosecutioti  pending  in  a  State  court,  yet  tlu 
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more  than  here  can  the  chief  executive  power  rescue  a  prisoner  from 
custody  without  an  order  of  the  proper  tribunal  directing  his  discharge. 
The  precise  stage  of  the  proceedings  at  which  such  order  may  be  made  is 
a  matter  of  municipal  regulation  exclusively,  and  not  to  be  complained  of 
by  any  other  government.  In  cases  of  this  kind  a  government  becomes 
politically  responsible  only  when  its  tribunals  of  last  resort  are  shown  to 
have  rendered  unjust  and  injurious  judgments  in  matters  not  doubtful. 
To  the  establishment  and  elucidation  of  this  principle  no  nation  has  lent 
its  authority  more  eflBdently  than  Great  Britain.  Alexander  McLeod, 
having  his  option  either  to  prosecute  a  writ  of  error  from  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  which  had  been  rendered  upon  his 
application  for  a  discharge,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  submit  his  case  to  the  decision  of  a  jury,  preferred  the  latter,  deem- 
ing it  the  readiest  mode  of  obtaining  his  liberation;  and  the  result  has 
fully  sustained  the  wisdom  of  his  choice.  The  manner  in  which  the  issue 
submitted  was  tried  will  satisfy  the  English  Government  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  will  never  fail  to  govern  the  enlightened  decision  of 
an  American  tribunal.  I  can  not  fail,  however,  to  suggest  to  Congress 
the  propriety,  and  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  making  such  pro- 
visions by  law,  so  far  as  they  may  constitutionally  do  so,  for  the  removal 
at  their  commencement  and  at  the  option  of  the  party  of  all  such  cases 
as  may  hereafter  arise,  and  which  may  involve  the  faithful  observance 
and  execution  of  our  international  obligations,  from  the  State  to  the  Fed- 
eral judiciary.  This  Government,  by  our  institutions,  is  charged  with 
the  maintenance  of  peace  and  the  preservation  of  amicable  relations 
with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  ought  to  possess  without  question 
all  the  reasonable  and  proper  means  of  maintaining  the  one  and  preserv- 
ing the  other.  While  just  confidence  is  felt  in  the  judiciary  of  the 
States,  yet  this  Government  ought  to  be  competent  in  itself  for  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  high  duties  which  have  been  devolved  upon  it  under  the 
organic  law  by  the  States  themselves. 

In  the  month  of  September  a  party  of  armed  men  from  Upper  Canada 
invaded  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  forcibly  seized  upon 
the  person  of  one  Grogan,  and  under  circumstances  of  great  harshness 
hurriedly  carried  him  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and  deliv- 
ered him  up  to  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada.  His  immediate  dis- 
charge was  ordered  by  those  authorities  upon  the  facts  of  the  case  being 
brought  to  their  knowledge — a  course  of  procedure  which  was  to  have 
been  expected  from  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  which  was 
not  more  due  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States  than  to  its  own  regard 
for  justice.  The  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  Department 
of  State  and  the  British  envoy,  Mr.  Fox,  and  with  the  governor  of  Ver- 
mont, as  soon  as  the  facts  had  been  made  known  to  this  department,  are 
herewith  communicated. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  known  to  you  an  equally 
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Batisfactor\-  conclusicm  in  the  case  of  the  Carolint  steamer,  with  the  dr- 
cumstances  connected  with  the  destmction  of  which,  in  December,  1837, 
by  ad  armed  force  fitted  out  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  you  are 
already  made  acquainted.  Xo  such  atonement  as  was  due  for  the  public 
wrong  done  to  the  United  States  by  tliis  in\'aKon  of  her  lerritor>'.  so 
wholly  irreconcilable  with  her  rights  as  an  independent  power,  has  yet 
Ijeen  made.  In  the  \iew  taken  by  this  Government  the  inquiry  whether 
the  vessel  was  in  the  employment  of  those  who  were  prosecuting  ao 
imauthorized  war  against  that  Province  or  was  engaged  by  the  owner  in 
the  business  of  transporting  passengers  to  and  from  Navy  Island  in  hopes 
of  private  gain,  which  was  most  probably  the  case,  in  no  degree  alters 
the  real  question  at  issue  between  the  two  Governments.  This  Govern- 
ment can  never  concede  to  any  foreign  government  the  power,  except 
in  a  case  of  the  most  urgent  and  extreme  necessity,  of  invading  its  terri- 
tory, either  to  arrest  the  persons  or  destroy  the  property  of  those  who 
may  ha\e  violated  the  municipal  laws  of  such  foreign  government  or 
have  disregarded  their  obligations  arising  under  the  law  of  nations.  The 
territory  of  the  United  States  must  be  regarded  as  sacredly  secure  against 
all  such  invasions  until  they  shall  voluntarily  acknowledge  their  inability 
to  acquit  theraseh^es  of  their  duties  to  others.  And  in  announcing  this 
sentiment  I  do  but  affirm  a  principle  which  no  nation  on  earth  would  be 
more  ready  to  vindicate  at  all  hazards  than  the  people  and  Govemmi 
of  Great  Britain.  If  upon  a  full  investigation  of  all  the  facts  it  shi 
api:>car  that  the  o\nier  nf  the  Caroline  was  governed  by  a  hostile  intent 
had  made  common  cause  with  those  who  were  in  the  occupancy  of  Navy' 
Island,  then  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  there  can  be  no  claim  to  indemnity 
for  the  destruction  of  his  boat  which  this  Go\emment  would  feel  itself 
bound  to  prosecute,  since  he  would  have  acted  not  only  in  derogati 
of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  clear  violation  of  the  laws  of 
United  States;  but  that  is  a  question  which,  however  settled,  in  no  man' 
iier  involves  the  higher  consideration  of  the  Eolation  of  territorial  sov- 
ereignty and  jurisdiction.  To  recognize  it  as  an  admissible  practice  that 
each  0)vemment  in  its  turn,  iipon  any  sudden  and  unauthorized  out- 
break which,  on  a  frontier  the  extent  of  which  renders  it  impossible  for 
cither  to  have  an  efficient  force  on  e\-ery  mile  of  it,  and  which  outbreak, 
therefore,  neither  may  be  able  to  suppress  in  a  day,  may  take  vengeance 
into  its  own  hands,  and  without  e\'eii  a  remonstrance,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  pressing  or  o\'emiling  necessity  may  invade  the  lerritorj"  of  the 
other,  would  inevitably  lead  to  results  equally  to  be  deplored  by  both. 
When  t>'.>nicr  collisions  come  to  receive  the  sanction  or  to  be  made 
the  ijuthority  of  either  Go\'emmenl  general  war  must  be  the  inevital 
result.  While  it  is  the  ardent  desire  of  the  United  Stales  to  cull 
the  relAtioos  of  peace  with  all  aaiions  and  to  ftilfill  all  the  dtities  of 
neighborhood  tovrard  those  who  possess  territories  adjoining  their  own, 
that  vacy  datre  would  lead  them  to  deny  the  right  of  any  fordgs  ptnrcf 
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to  invade  their  boundary  with  an  armed  force.  The  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  on  this  subject  will  at  a  future  day  of 
your  session  be  submitted  to  your  consideration;  and  in  the  meantime  I 
can  not  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  British  Government  will  see  the 
propriety  of  renouncing  as  a  rule  of  future  action  the  precedent  which 
has  been  set  in  the  affair  at  Schlosser. 

I  herewith  submit  the  correspondence  which  has  recently  taken  place 
between  the  American  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  Mr.  Steven- 
son, and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  that  Government  on  the  right 
claimed  by  that  Government  to  visit  apd  detain  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  flag  and  engaged  in  prosecuting  lawful  commerce  in  the  Afri- 
can seas.  Our  commercial  interests  in  that  region  have  experienced  con- 
siderable increase  and  have  become  an  object  of  much  importance,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  protect  them  against  all  improper  and 
vexatious  interruption.  However  desirous  the  United  States  may  be 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  they  can  not  consent  to  interpola- 
tions into  the  maritime  code  at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  other  gov- 
ernments. We  deny  the  right  of  any  such  interpolation  to  any  one  or  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  without  our  consent.  We  claim  to  have  a  voice 
in  all  amendments  or  alterations  of  that  code,  and  when  we  are  given  to 
understand,  as  in  this  instance,  by  a  foreign  government  that  its  treaties 
with  other  nations  can  not  be  executed  without  the  estabhshment  and 
enforcement  of  new  principles  of  maritime  police,  to  be  applied  without 
our  consent,  we  must  employ  a  language  neither  of  equivocal  import  or 
susceptible  of  misconstruction.  American  citizens  prosecuting  a  laWful 
commerce  in  the  African  seas  under  the  flag  of  their  country  are  not 
responsible  for  the  abuse  or  unlawful  use  of  that  flag  by  others;  nor  can 
they  rightfully  on  account  of  any  such  alleged  abuses  be  interrupted, 
molested,  or  detained  while  on  the  ocean,  and  if  thus  molested  and 
detained  while  pursuing  honest  voyages  in  the  usual  way  and  violating 
no  law  themselves  they  are  unquestionably  entitled  to  indemnity.  This 
G<5vemment  has  manifested  its  repugnance  to  the  slave  trade  in  a  man- 
ner which  can  not  be  misunderstood.  By  its  fundamental  law  it  pre- 
scribed limits  in  point  of  time  to  its  continuance,  and  against  its  own 
citizens  who  might  so  far  forget  the  rights  of  humanity  as  to  engage  in 
that  wicked  traffic  it  has  long  since  by  its  municipal  laws  denounced  the 
most  condign  punishment.  Many  of  the  States  composing  this  Union 
had  made  appeals  to  the  civilized  world  for  its  suppression  long  before 
the  moral  sense  of  other  nations  had  become  shocked  by  the  iniquities  of 
the  traffic.  Whether  this  Government  should  now  enter  into  treaties  con- 
taining mutual  stipulations  upon  this  subject  is  a  question  for  its  mature 
deliberation.  Certain  it  is  that  if  the  right  to  detain  American  ships  on 
the  high  seas  can  be  justified  on  the  plea  of  a  necessity  for  such  detention 
arising  out  of  the  existence  of  treaties  between  other  nations,  the  same 
ptea  may  be  extended  and  enlarged  by  the  new  stipulations  of  new  treaties 


to  nbich  the  United  States  may  not  be  a  paity.  This  Goveminant  mffV 
uot  cease  to  urge  upon  that  of  Great  Britain  full  and  ample  remtmeratioa 
for  alt  losses,  whether  arising  from  detention  or  otherwise,  to  n-hich 
American  diizens  have  heretofore  been  or  may  hereafter  be  subjected 
b>"  the  exercise  of  rights  which  this  Government  can  not  recognize  as 
legitimate  and  proper.  Nor  vnl\  I  indulge  a  doubt  but  that  the  sense 
of  justice  of  Great  Britain  will  constrain  her  to  make  retribution  for  any 
nTong  or  loss  which  any  American  citizen  engaged  in  the  prosecutioa 
of  lawful  commerce  may  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  her  cruisers  or 
other  public  authorities.  This  Go^'emment,  at  the  same  time,  will  relax 
no  effort  to  prevent  its  citizens,  if  there  be  any  so  di^>05ed,  from  prose- 
cuting a  traffic  so  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  humanity.  It  seeks  to  do 
no  more  thaik  to  protect  the  fair  and  honest  trader  from  molestation  and 
injury;  but  while  the  enterprising  mariner  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  an 
honorable  trade  is  entitled  to  its  protection,  it  will  visit  with  condign 
punishment  others  of  an  opposite  character. 

I  invite  j-our  attention  to  existing  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  recommend  atl  such  alterations  as  may  give 
to  them  greater  force  and  efficacy.  That  the  American  fing  is  grossly 
abused  by  the  abandoned  and  profligate  of  other  nations  is  but  too  prob- 
able. Congress  has  not  long  since  had  this  subject  under  its  considera- 
tion, and  its  importance  well  justifies  renewed  and  anxious  attention. 

I  also  communicate  herewith  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Ste^'enson  and  Lord  Palmerston  upon  the  subject,  so  interesting  to 
se\-eral  of  the  Southern  States,  of  the  rice  duties,  which  resulted  hon- 
orably to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  and  advantageouslj-  to  the  United 
States. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  annual  session  the  President  informed  Con- 
gress of  the  progress  which  had  then  been  made  in  negotiating  a  conven- 
tion between  this  Go\-emment  and  that  of  Hngland  with  a  ^■iew  to  the 
final  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  boundar\-  between  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  two  countries.  I  regret  to  say  that  little  further  ad^-ance- 
ment  of  the  object  has  been  accomplished  since  last  year,  but  this  is 
on-ing  to  circumstances  no  way  indicative  of  any  abatement  of  the  desire 
of  both  parties  to  hasten  the  negotiation  to  its  conclusion  and  to  settle 
the  question  in  <tispute  as  early  as  possible.  In'  the  course  of  the  session 
it  is  my  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  some  further  degree  of  progress 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  higldy  desirable  end. 

The  commission  appointed  by  this  Govemment  for  the  exploration  and 
survey  of  the  line  of  tmundani-  separating  the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  from  the  conterminous  British  Prm-inces  is,  it  is  belie^-ed. 
about  to  close  its  field  labors  and  is  expected  soon  to  repoil  the  results 
of  its  examinations  to  the  Department  of  State.  The  rcpon.  when 
received,  will  W  laid  Ijcfore  Congress. 

The  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  pay  with  punchulity  tbc  itiierest 
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due  under  the  convention  of  1834  for  the  settlement  of  claims  between 
the  two  countries  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  call  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  that  Government  to  the  subject.  A  disposition  has 
been  manifested  by  it,  which  is  believed  to  be  entirely  sincere,  to  fulfill 
its  obligations  in  this  respect  so  soon  as  its  internal  condition  and  the 
state  of  its  finances  will  permit.  An  arrangement  is  in  progress  from 
the  result  of  which  it  is  trusted  that  those  of  our  citizens  who  have 
claims  under  the  convention  will  at  no  distant  day  receive  the  stipulated 
payments. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  Belgium  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  Washington  on  the  29th  of  March,  1840,  and  was  duly 
sanctioned  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  was  ratified 
by  His  Belgian  Majesty,  but  did  not  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Bel- 
gian Chambers  within  the  time  limited  by  its  terms,  and  has  therefore 
become  void. 

This  occurrence  assumes  the  graver  aspect  from  the  consideration  that 
in  1833  a  treaty  negotiated  between  the  two  Governments  and  ratified 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  failed  to  be  ratified  on  the  part  of  Bel- 
gium. The  representative  of  that  Government  at  Washington  informs 
the  Department  of  State  that  he  has  been  instructed  to  give  explana- 
tions of  the  causes  which  occasioned  delay  in  the  approval  of  the  late 
treaty  by  the  legislature,  and  to  express  the  regret  of  the  King  at  the 
occurrence. 

The  joint  commission  under  the  convention  with  Texas  to  ascertain 
the  true  boimdary  between  the  two  countries  has  concluded  its  labors, 
but  the  final  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States  has  not  been 
received.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  meridian  line  as  traced  by 
the  commission  lies  somewhat  farther  east  than  the  position  hitherto 
generally  .assigned  to  it,  and  consequently  includes  in  Texas  some  part 
of  the  territory  which  had  been  considered  as  belonging  to  the  States  of 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

The  United  States  can  not  but  take  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  relates 
to  this  young  but  growing  Republic.  Settled  principally  by  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  we  have  the  happiness  to  know  that  the  great 
principles  of  civil  liberty  are  there  destined  to  flourish  under  wise  insti- 
tutions and  wholesome  laws,  and  that  through  its  example  another  evi- 
dence is  to  be  afforded  of  the  capacity  of  popular  institutions  to  advance 
the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  permanent  glory  of  the  human  race.  The 
great  truth  that  government  was  made  for  the  people  and  not  the  peo- 
ple for  government  has  already  been  established  in  the  practice  and 
by  the  example  of  these  United  States,  and  we  can  do  no  other  than 
contemplate  its  further  exempUfication  by  a  sister  republic  with  the 
deepest  interest. 

Our  relations  with  the  independent  States  of  this  hemisphere,  formerly 
under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  not  undergone  any  material  change 
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nithin  the  past  year.  The  incessant  sangnJiiao'  conflicts  in  or  between 
those  countries  are  to  be  greatly  deplored  as  necessarily  tendtDg  to  dis- 
able them  from  performing  their  duly  as  members  of  the  conminnity 
of  nations  and  rising  to  the  destiny  which  the  position  and  natural 
resources  of  many  of  them  might  lead  them  justly  to  anticipate,  as  caa- 
stantly  gi\'ing  occasion  also,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  complaints  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  who  resort  thither  for  purposes  of  commercial  inter- 
course, and  as  retarding  reparation  for  wrongs  already  committed,  some 
of  which  are  by  no  means  of  recent  date. 

The  failure  of  the  Congress  of  Ecuador  to  hold  a  session  at  the  time 
appointed  for  tliat  purpose,  in  Januarj-  last,  will  probably  render  abor- 
tive a  treaty  of  commerce  with  that  Repubhc,  which  was  signed  at  Qtnto 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1S39,  and  had  been  duly  ratified  ou  our  part,  but 
which  required  the  approbation  of  that  body  prior  to  its  ratificatran  by 
the  Ecuadorian  Executive. 

A  convention  which  has  been  concluded  with  the  Republic  of  Pern, 
providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Vnited 
States  upon  the  Go\'ert]ment  of  that  Republic,  will  be  duly  submitted  to 
the  Senate. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Brazilian  Government  origi- 
nating from  captures  and  other  causes  are  still  unsadsfied.  The  United 
States  have,  ho\ve\-er,  so  uniformly  shown  a  disposition  to  cnlti^-ate 
relations  of  amity  with  that  Empire  that  it  is  hoped  the  unequivocal 
tokens  of  the  same  spirit  toward  us  which  an  adjustment  of  the  affairs 
referred  to  would  afford  will  be  given  without  further  avoidable  delay. 

The  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida  has  during 
the  last  summer  and  fall  been  prosecuted  with  untiring  acti«ty  and  zeaL 
A  simimer  campaign  was  resolved  upon  as  the  best  mode  of  bringing  it 
to  a  close.  Our  brave  officers  and  men  who  ha^-e  been  engaged  in  that 
service  have  suffered  toils  and  pri^'ations  and  exhibited  an  energy  which 
in  any  other  war  would  ha\'e  won  for  them  unfading  laurels.  In  despite 
of  the  sickness  incident  to  the  climate,  they  have  penetrated  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  Indians,  broken  up  their  encampments,  and  harassed  them 
unceasingly.  Numbers  have  been  captured,  and  still  greater  numbers 
liave  surrendered  and  have  been  transported  to  join  their  brethren  00 
the  lands  elsewhere  allotted  to  them  by  the  Go%'emroent,  and  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  under  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  officer  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  in  Florida  that  troublesome  and  expensive  war  is  des- 
tined to  a  speedy  tenniualion.  With  all  tbe  other  Indian  tribes  we  are 
enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace.  Our  duty  as  well  as  ooT  best  interests 
prompts  us  to  obser\-e  in  all  our  intercourse  wSlh  tbcm  fidelity  in  falGll- 
ing  our  engagements,  the  practice  of  strict  justkc,  as  n-ell  as  tbe  con- 
stant exercise  of  a<-ts  of  lji:ne\'^Iencc  and  kindness.  These  are  tbe  grat 
instruments  of  civitization,  and  through  the  use  of  tbem  olooe  can  tbe 
untutomed  child  of  the  forest  be  induced  to  listen  to  its  teacbiugs. 
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The  Secretary  of  State,  on  whom  the  acts  of  Congress  have  devolved 
the  duty  of  directmg  the  proceedings  for  the  taking  of  the  sixth  census 
or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  will  report  to  the 
two  Houses  the  progress  of  that  work.  The  enumeration  of  persons  has 
been  completed,  and  exhibits  a  grand  total  of  17,069,453,  making  an 
increase  over  the  census  of  1830  of  4,202,646  inhabitants,  and  showing 
a  gain  in  a  ratio  exceeding  32  J^  per  cent  for  the  last  ten  years. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  you  will  be  informed 
of  the  condition  of  the  finances.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
ist  of  January  last,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury submitted  to  Congress  at  the  extra  session,  was  $987,345.03.  The 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  this  year  from 
all  sources  amount  to  $23,467,072.52;  the  estimated  receipts  for  the 
fourth  quarter  amount  to  $6,943,095.25,  amounting  to  $30,410,167.77, 
and  making  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  of  January 
last  $31,397,512.80.  The  expenditures  for  the  first  three  quarters  of 
this  year  amount  to  $24,734,346.97.  The  expenditures  for  the  fourth 
quarter  as  estimated  will  amount  to  $7,290,723.73.  thus  making  a  total 
of  $32,025,070.70,  and  leaving  a  deficit  to  be  provided  for  on  the  ist  of 
January  next  of  about  $627,557.90. 

Of  the  loan  of  $12,000,000  which  was  authorized  by  Congress  at  its 
late  session  only  $5,432,726.88  have  been  negotiated.  The  shortness  of 
time  which  it  had  to  run  has  presented  no  inconsiderable  impediment 
in  the  way  of  its  being  taken  by  capitalists  at  home,  while  the  same 
cause  would  have  operated  with  much  greater  force  in  the  foreign  market. 
For  that  reason  the  foreign  market  has  not  been  resorted  to;  and  it  is 
now  submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  amend  the  law  by 
making  what  remains  undisposed  of  payable  at  a  more  distant  day. 

Should  it  be  necessary,  in  any  view  that  Congress  may  take  of  the 
subject,  to  revise  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  in 
the  performance  of  that  most  delicate  operation  moderate  counsels  would 
seem  to  be  the  wisest.  The  Government  under  which  it  is  our  happi- 
ness to  hve  owes  its  existence  to  the  spirit  of  compromise  which  pre- 
vailed among  its  framers;  jarring  and  discordant  opinions  could  only 
have  been  reconciled  by  that  noble  spirit  of  patriotism  which  prompted 
conciliation  and  resulted  in  harmony.  In  the  same  spirit  the  compromise 
bill,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  was  adopted  at  the  session  of  1833.  While 
the  people  of  no  portion  of  the  Union  will  ever  hesitate  to  pay  all  neces- 
sary taxes  for  the  support  of  Government,  yet  an  innate  repugnance 
exists  to  the  imposition  of  burthens  not  really  necessary  for  that  object. 
In  imposing  duties,  however,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  a  right  to  dis- 
criminate as  to  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  shall  be  laid,  as  well  as 
the  amount,  necessarily  and  most  properly  exists;  otherwise  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  placed  in  the  condition  of  having  to  levy  the  same 
duties  upon  all  artides,  the  productive  as  well  as  the  unproductive.  The 
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slightest  duty  upon  some  might  have  the  effect  of  causing  their  importa- 
tion to  cease,  whereas  others,  entering  extensively  into  the  consumptioii 
of  the  country,  might  bear  the  hea\nest  without  any  sensible  diminution 
in  the  amount  imported.  So  also  the  Government  may  be  justified  in  so 
discriminating  by  reference  to  other  considerations  of  domestic  policy 
connected  with  our  manufactures.  So  long  as  the  duties  shall  be  laid 
with  distinct  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  no  well-founded 
objection  can  exist  against  them.  It  might  be  esteemed  desirable  that 
no  such  augmentation  of  the  taxes  should  take  place  as  would  have  the 
effect  of  annulling  the  land-proceeds  distribution  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  act  is  declared  to  be  inoperative  the  moment  the  duties  are 
increased  beyond  20  per  cent,  the  maximum  rate  established  by  the 
compromise  act.  Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act,  which 
will  go  into  effect  on  the  30th  day  of  June  next,  may,  however,  be  found 
exceedingly  inconvenient  in  practice  under  any  regulations  that  Con- 
gress may  adopt.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  that  relating  to  the  home 
valuation.  A  difference  in  value  of  the  same  articles  to  some  ext^it 
will  necessarily  exist  at  different  ports,  but  that  is  altogether  insif^^nifi- 
cant  when  compared  with  the  conflicts  in  valuation  which  are  likely  to 
arise  from  the  differences  of  opinion  among  the  numerous  appraisers 
of  merchandise.  In  many  instances  the  estimates  of  value  must  be  con- 
jectural, and  thus  as  many  different  rates  of  value  may  be  established 
as  there  are  appraisers.  These  differences  in  valuation  may  also  be 
increased  by  the  inclination  which,  without  the  slightest  imputation  on 
their  honesty,  may  arise  on  the  part  of  the  appraisers  in  favor  of  their 
respective  ports  of  entry.  I  recommend  this  whole  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  with  a  single  additional  remark.  Certainty  and 
permanency  in  any  system  of  governmental  policy  are  in  all  respects  emi- 
nently desirable,  but  more  particularly  is  this  true  in  all  that  affects 
trade  and  commerce,  the  operations  of  which  depend  much  more  on 
the  certainty  of  their  returns  and  calculations  which  embrace  distant 
periods  of  time  than  on  high  bounties  or  duties,  which  are  liaUe  to 
constant  fluctuations. 

At  your  late  session  I  in\nted  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
currency  and  exchanges  and  urged  the  necessity  of  adopting  such  meas- 
ures as  were  consistent  with  the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  order  to  correct  the  unsoundness  of  the  one  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  inequalities  of  the  other.  No  country  can  be  in  the 
enjoyment  of  its  full  measure  of  prosperity  without  the  presence  of  a 
medium  of  exchange  approximating  to  uniformity  of  value.  What  is 
necessary  as  between  the  different  nations  of  the  earth  is  also  important 
as  between  the  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  the  same  country.  With 
the  first  the  precious  metals  constitute  the  chief  medium  of  drcnlatioa, 
and  such  also  would  be  the  case  as  to  the  last  but  for  inventions  oom- 
paratively  modem,  which  have  furnished  in  place  of  gold  and  silver  t 
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paper  diculation.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  comparative  analysis 
of  the  merits  of  the  two  systems.  Such  belonged  more  properly  to  the 
period  of  the  introduction  of  the  paper  system.  The  speculative  philoso- 
pher might  find  inducements  to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  but  his  researches 
could  only  lead  him  to  conclude  that  the  paper  system  had  probably 
better  never  have  been  introduced  and  that  society  might  have  been 
much  happier  without  it.  The  practical  statesman  has  a  very  different 
task  to  perform.  He  has  to  look  at  things  as  they  are,  to  take  them  as 
he  finds  them,  to  supply  deficiencies  and  to  prune  excesses  as  far  as  in 
him  lies.  The  task  of  furnishing  a  corrective  for  derangements  of  the 
paper  medium  with  us  is  almost  inexpressibly  great.  The  power  exerted 
by  the  States  to  charter  banking  corporations,  and  which,  having  been 
carried  to  a  great  excess,  has  filled  the  country  with,  in  most  of  the 
States,  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  is  an  evil  which  in  soipe  way  or 
other  requires  a  corrective.  The  rates  at  which  bills  of  exchange  are 
negotiated  between  different  parts  of  the  coimtry  finish  an  index  of  the 
value  of  the  local  substitute  for  gold  and  silver,  which  is  in  many  parts 
so  far  depreciated  as  not  to  be  received  except  at  a  large  discount  in 
pajrment  of  debts  or  in  the  purchase  of  produce.  It  could  earnestly  be 
desired  that  every  bank  not  possessing  the  means  of  resumption  should 
follow  the  example  of  the  late  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  and 
go  into  liquidation  rather  than  by  refusing  to  do  so  to  continue  embar- 
rassments in  the  way  of  solvent  institutions,  thereby  augmenting  the 
difficulties  incident  to  the  present  condition  of  things.  Whether  this 
Government,  with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  has  any  power 
to  constrain  the  banks  either  to  resume  specie  pa3rments  or  to  force  them 
into  liquidation,  is  an  inquiry  which  will  not  fail  to  claim  your  considera- 
tion. In  view  of  the  great  advantages  which  are  allowed  the  corpora- 
tors, not  among  the  least  of  which  is  the  authority  contained  in  most  of 
their  charters  to  make  loans  to  three  times  the  amount  of  their  capital, 
thereby  often  deriving  three  times  as  much  interest  on  the  same  amount 
of  money  as  any  individual  is  permitted  by  law  to  receive,  no  sufficient 
apology  can  be  urged  for  a  long-continued  suspension  of  specie  pa3anents. 
Such  suspension  is  productive  of  the  greatest  detriment  to  the  public  by 
expelling  from  circulation  the  precious  metals  and  seriously  hazarding 
the  success  of  any  effort  that  this  Government  can  make  to  increase 
commercial  facilities  and  to  advance  the  public  interests. 

This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  and  the  indispensable  necessity  for  a 
sound  currency  becomes  the  more  manifest  when  we  reflect  on  the  vast 
amount  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country.  Of  this  we  have  no 
statistics  nor  just  data  for  forming  adequate  opinions.  But  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  amount  of  transportation  coastwise  by  sea,  and 
the  transportation  inland  by  railroads  and  canals,  and  by  steamboats 
and  other  modes  of  conveyance  over  the  surface  of  our  vast  rivers  and 
immcwe  lakeSi  and  tbe  value  of  property  carried  and  interchanged  by 
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these  means  fonn  a  general  aggregate  to  whidi  the  foreign  commenre 
the  countrj-,  large  as  it  is,  makes  but  a  distant  approach. 

In  the  absence  of  any  controlling  power  over  this  subject,  which,  by 
forcing  a  general  resumption  of  specie  paytnents,  would  at  once  have  the 
eSect  of  restoring  a  sound  medium  of  exchange  and  would  lea\-c  to 
the  country  bnt  little  to  desire,  what  measure  of  relief  falUng  within  the 
limits  of  our  constitutional  competency  does  it  becbme  this  Go\- 
to  adopt?     It  was  my  painful  duly  at  your  last  session,  under  the 
of  most  solemn  obligations,  lo  <Uffer  with  Congress  on  the  measures  whu 
it  proposed  for  my  approval,  and  which  it  doubtless  regarded  as  corrective" 
of  existing  e\-ils.     Subsequent  reflection  and  events  since  occurring  hai-e 
only  ser\-ed  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinions  then  entertained  and  fninkly 
expressed.     I  must  be  permitted  to  add  tliat  no  scheme  of  go%-en«ni 
policy  unaided  by  individual  exertions  can  l>e  available  for  ameliorat 
the  present  condition  of  things.     Commercial  modes  of  exchange  and 
good  currency  are  but  the  necessary  means  of  commerce  and  int< 
not  the  direct  productive  sources  of  wealth.     Wcahh  can  only  be 
lated  by  the  earnings  of  industrv-  and  the  savings  of  frugaUty.  and  not 
ing  can  be  more  il!  judged  than  to  look  to  facilities  in  borrowing  or  to 
redundant  circulation  for  the  power  of  discharging  pecuniar;'  obligatioi 
The  countrj-  is  full  of  resources  and  the  people  full  of  energy,  and  tl 
great  and  permanent  remedy  for  present  embarrassments  must  be  sougl 
in  indnstrj-,  economy,  the  observance  of  good  faith,  and  the  favorahl 
influence  of  time.     In  pursuance  of  a  pledge  gi\-en  to  you  in  my  Ij 
message  lo  Congress,  which  pledge  I  urge  as  an  apology  for  ad^'enturing 
to  present  you  the  details  of  any  plan,  the  Secretar>-  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  ready  to  submit  to  you,  should  you  require  it.  a  plan  of  finance 
which,  while  it  throws  around  the  public  treasure  reasonable  guards  f< 
its  protection  and  rests  on  powers  acknowledged  in  practice  to  e: 
from  the  origin  of  the  Government,  will  at  the  same  time  furnish  to 
country  a  sound  paper  medium  and  afford  all  reasonable  facilities  for  regu- 
lating the  exchanges.     When  submitted,  yon  will  perceive  in  it  a  ptan 
amendatorj-  of  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasury-  Department, 
subordinate  in  all  respects  to  the  wnll  of  Congress  directly  and  the  will 
of  the  people  indirectly,  self-sustaining  should  tt  be  found  in  practice  to 
realize  its  promises  in  theory,  and  repealable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
It  proposes  by  effectual  restraints  and  by  invoking  the  true  sjMrit  ol 
our  instilutions  to  separate  the  purse  from  the  sword,  or.  more  properly 
to  speak,  denies  any  other  control  to  the  President  over  the  agents  who 
may  be  selected  to  carry  it  into  execution  but  what  may  Ije  indispensably 
necessary  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  audi  agents,  and  by  wise  regulations 
keeps  plainly  apart  from  each  other  private  and  public  funds.    It  contem- 
plates the  establishment  of  a  board  of  control  at  the  seat  of  govenimeni. 
with  agencies  at  pronuDCnl  commercial  points  or  wherever  else  Congress 
■hall  (^«ct,  for  the  nfe-keepiog  tnd  diibunemeat  o(  lite  public  looueTS, 
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and  a  substitution  at  the  option  of  the  public  creditor  of  Treasury  notes 
in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver.  It  proposes  to  limit  the  issues  to  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  $15,000,000  without  the  express  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
tive power.  It  also  authorizes  the  receipt  of  individual  deposits  of  gold 
and  silver  to  a  limited  amount,  and  the  granting  certificates  of  deposit 
divided  into  such  sums  as  may  be  called  for  by  the  depositors.  It  pro- 
ceeds a  step  further  and  authorizes  the  purchase  and  sale  of  domestic 
bills  and  drafts  resting  on  a  real  and  substantial  basis,  payable  at  sight 
or  having  but  a  short  time  to  run,  and  drawn  on  places  not  less  than  100 
miles  apart,  which  authority,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for 
Government  purposes  exclusively,  is  only  to  be  exerted  upon  the  express 
condition  that  its  exercise  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  State  in  which 
the  agency  is  situated.  In  order  to  cover  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
plan,  it  will  be  authorized  to  receive  moderate  premiums  for  certificates 
issued  on  deposits  and  on  bills  bought  and  sold,  and  thus,  as  far  as  its 
dealings  extend,  to  furnish  facilities  to  commercial  intercourse  at  the 
lowest  possible  rates  and  to  subduct  from  the  earnings  of  industry 
the  least  possible  sum.  It  uses  the  State  banks  at  a  distance  from  the 
agencies  as  auxiliaries  without  imparting  any  power  to  trade  in  its  name. 
It  is  subjected  to  such  guards  and  restraints  as  have  appeared  to  be  nec- 
essary. It  is  the  creatiu-e  of  law  and  exists  only  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Legislature.  It  is  made  to  rest  on  an  actual  specie  basis  in  order  to 
redeem  the  notes  at  the  places  of  issue,  produces  no  dangerous  redun- 
dancy of  circulation,  affords  no  temptation  to  speculation,  is  attended  by 
no  inflation  of  prices,  is  equable  in  its  operation,  makes  the  Treasury 
no«.es  (which  it  may  use  along  with  the  certificates  of  deposit  and  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks)  convertible  at  the  place  where  collected,  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  Government  dues,  and  without  violating  any  principle 
of  the  Constitution  affords  the  Government  and  the  people  such  facilities 
as  are  called  for  by  the  wants  of  both.  Such,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  are 
its  recommendations,  and  in  view  of  them  it  will  be  submitted,  whenever 
you  may  require  it,  to  ypur  consideration. 

I  am  not  able  to  perceive  that  any  fair  and  candid  objection  can  be 
urged  against  the  plan,  the  principal  outlines  of  which  I  have  thus  pre- 
sented. I  can  not  doubt  but  that  the  notes  which  it  proposes  to  furnish 
at  the  voluntary  option  of  the  public  creditor,  issued  in  lieu  of  the  reve- 
nue and  its  certificates  of  deposit,  will  be  maintained  at  an  equality  with 
gold  and  silver  everywhere.  They  are  redeemable  in  gold  and  silver  on 
demand  at  the  places  of  issue.  They  are  receivable  everywhere  in  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues.  The  Treasury  notes  are  limited  to  an  amount 
of  one- fourth  less  than  the  estimated  annual  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  and 
in  addition  they  rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  their  redemp- 
tion. If  all  these  assurances  are  not  sufficient  to  make  them  available, 
then  the  idea,  as  it  seems  to  me,  of  furnishing  a  sound  paper  meditmi  of 
exchange  may  be  entirely  abandoned. 
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If  a  fear  be  indulged  that  the  Government  may  be  tempted  to  rtm  inta" 
excess  in  its  issues  at  any  future  day,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  such  appre- 
hension can  reasonably  be  entertained  until  all  confidence  in  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Stales  and  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  people  them- 
selves, shall  be  lost.  The  weightiest  considerations  of  policy  require 
that  the  restraints  now  proposed  to  be  thrown  around  the  measure  should 
not  for  light  causes  t>e  removed.  To  argue  against  any  proposed  plan 
its  liabihty  to  possible  abuse  is  to  reject  everj'  expedient,  since  everj-- 
tbing  dependent  on  human  action  is  liable  to  abuse.  Fifteen  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  may  be  issued  as  the  maximum,  but  a  discretionary 
power  is  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  control  under  that  sum,  and  e%'ery 
consideration  will  unite  iu  leading  them  to  feel  their  way  with  caution. 
For  the  first  eight  years  of  the  existence  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  its  circulation  barely  exceeded  $4,000,000,  and  for  five  of  its  most 
prosperous  years  it  was  about  equal  to  $16,000,000:  furthermore,  the 
authority  given  to  recei\-e  private  deposits  to  a  limited  amount  and  to 
issue  certificates  in  such  sums  as  may  be  called  for  by  the  depositors 
may  so  far  fill  up  the  channels  of  circulation  as  greatly  to  diminish  the 
necessity  of  any  considerable  issue  of  Treasurj'  notes.  A  restraint  upon 
the  amount  of  private  deposits  has  seemed  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
from  an  apprehension,  thought  to  be  well  founded,  that  in  any  emergency 
of  trade  confidence  might  be  so  far  shaken  in  the  banks  as  to  induce  a 
withdrawal  from  them  of  private  deposits  with  a  view  to  insure  their 
unquestionable  safety  when  deposited  with  the  Government,  which 
might  prove  eminently  disastrous  to  the  State  banks.  Is  it  objected 
that  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  agencies  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange? 
It  is  answered  that  such  dealings  are  to  be  carried  on  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible premium,  are  made  to  rest  on  an  unquestionably  sound  basis,  are 
designed  to  reimburse  merely  the  expenses  which  wovdd  otherwise  devYilve 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  are  in  strict  subordination  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Augusta  against  Earle,  and 
other  reported  cases,  and  thereby  avoids  all  conflict  with  State  jurisdic- 
tion, which  I  hold  to  be  indispensably  requisite.  It  lea\'es  the  hanking 
pri\ileges  of  the  States  without  interference.  looks  to  the  Treasury  and 
the  Union,  and  while  furnishing  every  facilitj-  to  the  first  is  careful  of  the 
interests  of  the  last.  But  above  all,  it  is  created  by  law,  is  amendable  by 
law,  and  is  repealable  by  law,  and,  wedded  as  1  am  to  no  theory,  but  look- 
ing solely  to  the  advancement  of  the  pubhc  good,  I  shall  be  among  the 
%'eiy  first  to  urge  its  repeal  if  it  be  found  not  to  subserve  the  purposes  and 
objects  for  which  it  may  be  created.  Nor  will  the  plan  be  snbmitted  in 
any  m~erweening  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  my  own  judgment,  but 
with  much  greater  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Congress. 
I  can  not  abandon  this  subject  without  tyging  upon  you  in  the  » 
emphatic  manner,  whatewr  may  be  your  action  on  the  suggestions  whi 
I  ha\-c  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit,  to  Felie\'e  the  Chief  Kxccutr 
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• 

Magistrate,  by  any  and  all  constitutional  means,  from  a  controlling  power 

over  the  public  Treasury.     If  in  the  plan  proposed,  should  you  deem  it 

worthy  of  your  consideration,  that  separation  is  not  as  complete  as  you 

may  desire,  you  will  doubtless  amend  it  in  that  particular.     For  myself, 

I  disclaim  all  desire  to  have  any  control  over  the  public  moneys  other 

than  what  is  indispensably  necessary  to  execute  the  laws  which  you  may 
pass. 

Nor  can  I  fail  to  advert  in  this  connectioli  to  the  debts  which  many 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  have  contracted  abroad  and  under  which  they 
continue  to  labor.  That  indebtedness  amounts  to  a  sum  not  less  than 
$200,000,000,  and  which. has  been  retributed  to  them  for  the  most  part 
in  works  of  internal  improvement  which  are  destined  to  prove  of  vast 
importance  in  ultimately  advancing  their  prosperity  and  wealth.  For 
the  debts  thus  contracted  the  States  are  alone  responsible.  I  can  do  no 
more  than  express  the  belief  that  each  State  will  feel  itself  bound  by 
every  consideration  of  honor  as  well  as  of  interest  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments with  punctuality.  The  failure,  however,  of  any  one  State  to  do 
so  should  in  no  degree  affect  the  credit  of  the  rest,  and  the  foreign  capi- 
talist will  have  no  just  cause  to  experience  alarm  as  to  all  other  State 
stocks  because  any  one  or  more  of  the  States  may  neglect  to  provide  with 
punctuality  the  means  of  redeeming  their  engagements.  Even  such 
States,  should  there  be  any,  considering  the  great  rapidity  with  which 
their  resources  are  developing  themselves,  will  not  fail  to  haye  the  means 
at  no  very  distant  day  to  redeem  their  obHgations  to  the  uttermost  far- 
thing; nor  will  I  doubt  but  that,  in  view  of  that  honorable  conduct  which 
has  evermore  governed  the  States  and  the  people  of  the  Union,  they  will 
each  and  all  resort  to  every  legitimate  expedient  before  they  will  forego 
a  faithful  compliance  with  their  obligations. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  other  reports  accom- 
panying it  you  will  be  informed  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  fortifications  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  principal  cities,  road- 
steads, and  inland  frontier  during  the  present  year,  together  with  their 
true  state  and  condition.  They  will  be  prosecuted  to  completion  with 
all  the  expedition  which  the  means  placed  by  Congress  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Executive  will  allow. 

I  recommend  particularly  to  your  consideration  that  portion  of  the  Sec- 
retary's report  which  proposes  the  establishment  of  a  chain  of  military 
posts  from  Council  Bluffs  to  some  point  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  our 
limits.  The  benefit  thereby  destined  to  accrue  to  our  citizens  engaged 
in  the  fur  trade  over  that  wilderness  region,  added  to  the  importance  of 
cultivating  friendly  relations  with  savage  tribes  inhabiting  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  giving  protection  to  our  frontier  settlements  and  of  estab- 
lishing the  means  of  safe  intercourse  between  the  American  settlements 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  and  those  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Monntains,  would  seem  to  suggest  the  importance  of  carrying  into  effect 
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the  recoininendatioDs  upon  this  head  with  as  little  delay 
practicable. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  place  yoti  io 
of  the  present  condition  of  that  important  arm  of  the  national  defense. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  and  I  can  not  tod 
strongly  urge  upon  you  liberal  appropriations  to  that  branch  of  the  public 
ser\-ice.  Inducements  of  the  weightiest  character  exist  for  the  adoption 
of  this  course  of  policy.  Our  extended  and  other^vise  exposed  maritime 
frontier  calls  for  protection,  to  the  furnishing  of  which  an  efficient  naval 
force  is  indispensable.  We  look  to  no  foreign  conquests,  nor  do  we  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  competition  with  any  other  nation  for  supremacy  on 
the  ocean;  but  it  is  due  not  only  to  the  honor  but  to  the  securitj-  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  that  no  nation  should  be  permitted  to  invade 
our  watet5  at  pleasure  and  subject  our  towns  and  \'illages  to  conflagra- 
tion or  pillage.  Economy  in  all  branches  of  the  pubhc  senioe  is  due 
from  all  the  public  agents  to  the  people,  but  parsimony  alone  would 
suggest  the  withholding  of  the  necessary  means  for  the  protection  of  onr 
domestic  firesides  from  invasion  and  our  national  honor  from  disgrace. 
I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  to  Congress  to  abstain  from  all  appro- 
priations for  objects  not  absolutely  necessarj-;  but  I  take  upon  mj'self, 
without  a  moment  of  hesitancy,  all  the  responsibility  of  recommending 
the  increase  and  prompt  equipment  of  that  gallant  Na\y  which  has 
lighted  up  ever>-  sea  with  its  victories  and  spread  an  imperishable  gltoy 
over  the  couptiy. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster- General  will  claim  your  particular  atten- 
tion, not  only  because  of  the  ^'aluable  suggestions  which  it  contains,  but 
because  of  the  great  importance  which  at  all  times  attaches  to  that  inter- 
esting branch  of  the  public  service.  The  increased  expense  of  tninqioft- 
ing  the  mail  along  the  principal  routes  necessarily  claims  the  public 
attention,  and  has  awakened  a  corresponding  solicitude  on  the  port  of 
the  Government.  The  transmission  of  the  mail  must  keep  pace  with 
those  facilities  of  intercommunication  which  are  e\-er>-  day  becoming 
greater  through  the  building  of  railroads  and  the  apphcation  of  steam 
power,  but  it  can  not  be  disguised  that  in  order  to  do  so  the  Post-Offioe 
Department  is  subjected  to  heavy  exactions.  The  lines  of  communto- 
tion  between  distant  parts  of  the  Union  arc  to  a  great  extent  occupied  by 
railroads,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  possess  a  complete  monopoly, 
and  the  Department  is  therefore  liable  to  hea\y  and  unreasonable  charges. 
This  e\-il  b  destined  to  great  increase  in  future,  and  some  timely  meastuc 
may  become  necessary  to  guard  against  it. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  imder  your  consideration  a  jiractice  whidi 
has  grown  up  in  the  administration  of  the  Gowmment,  and  which,  !  am 
deeply  convinced,  ought  to  be  corrected.  I  allude  to  the  exeicise  of  the 
power  which  usage  rather  than  reason  has  vested  in  the  Presidents  of 
removing  incumbents  from  office  in  order  to  substitute  others  more  in 
favor  with  the  dominant  party.  My  own  conduct  in  this  respect  baa 
becD  governed  by  a  oonsckntiotis  purpose  to  exercise  the  removing  powtc 
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only  in  cases  of  unfaithfulness  or  inability,  or  in  those  in  which  its  exercise 
appeared  necessary  in  order  to  discountenance  and  suppress  that  spirit  of 
active  partisanship  on  the  part  of  holders  of  office  which  not  only  with- 
draws them  from  the  steady  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  official  duties, 
but  exerts  an  undue  and  injurious  influence  over  elections  and  degrades 
the  character  of  the  Government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  Chief 
Magistrate  as  being  a  party  through  his  agents  in  the  secret  plots  or  open 
workings  of  political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  exercise  of  this  power  nothing  should  be  left  to  dis- 
cretion which  may  safely  be  regulated  by  law,  and  it  is  of  high  impor- 
tance to  restrain  as  far  as  possible  the  stimulus  of  personal  interests  in 
public  elections.  Considering  the  great  increase  which  has  been  made 
in  public  offices  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  and  the  probability  of 
further  increase,  we  incur  the  hazard  of  witnessing  violent  political  con- 
tests, directed  too  often  to  the  single  object  of  retaining  office  by  those 
who  are  in  or  obtaining  it  by  those  who  are  out.  Under  the  influence  of 
these  convictions  I  shall  cordially  concur  in  any  constitutional  measure 
for  regulating  and,  by  regulating,  restraining  the  power  of  removal. 

I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  without  further 
delay  some  specific  application  of  the  funds  derived  imder  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  of  England,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  which  have 
heretofore  been  vested  in  public  stocks  until  such  time  as  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  give  them  a  specific  direction.  Nor  will  you,  I  feel  con- 
fident, permit  any  abatement  of  the  principal  of  the  legacy  to  be  made 
should  it  ttun  out  that  the  stocks  in  which  the  investments  have  been 
made  have  undergone  a  depreciation. 

In  conclusion  I  commend  to  your  care  the  interests  of  this  District, 
for  which  you  are  the  exclusive  legislators.  Considering  that  this  city  is 
the  residence  of  the  Govenunent  and  for  a  large  part  of  the  year  of  Con- 
gress, and  considering  also  the  great  cost  of  the  public  buildings  and  the 
propriety  of  affording  them  at  all  times  careful  protection,  it  seems  not 
unreasonable  that  Congress  should  contribute  toward  the  expense  of  an 
efficient  poUce.  ^^^^  TYLER. 
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Washington,  December  7,  184.T. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  calling  for  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  pubUc  defenses,  of  all  the 
preparations  and  means  of  defense,  and  of  the  actual  and  authorized 
strength  of  the  Army  on  the  ist  of  January,  1829,  and  the  ist  of  January, 

'^41.  JOHN  TYLER. 
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Washington,  December  7,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  oomplianoe 
with  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  3,  1841,  resgecX' 
ing  the  military  and  naval  defenses  of  the  country,  as  relates  to  the 
defenses  under  the  superintendence  of  that  Department. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  8,  1841. 

To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
4th  of  September  last,  requesting  information  touching  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  8,  1841, 

To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
in  that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809, 
entitled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments. " 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  j?p,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  27th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  4,  1842. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  ans\^'er  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19th  of  June,  1841, 
requesting  the  aggregate  amount  of  each  description  of  persons  within 
the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  by  counties  and  principal  towns. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

^SUting  that  no  proposition  has  been  made  by  either  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain  rekUivc 
to  the  mutual  right  of  search. 
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Washington,  January  10,  184.2, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  RepubHc  of  Peru, 
signed  at  Lima  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  providing  for  the  adjustment 
and  satisfaction  of  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Government  of  that  Republic. 

For  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  Senate  with  the  nature  and  amount 
of  those  demands  and  with  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  I  also  commu- 
nicate a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  the  agents  of  the 
two  Governments  as  relate  thereto.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  77,  184.2, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative 

to  the  proceedings  and  final  decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the 

convention  with  the  RepubHc  of  Texas  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary 

between  the  United  States  and  that  Republic. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Washington,  January  18,  1842, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  14th  instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  /p,  1842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
nth  instant.  ^^^^  TYI.ER. 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  January  27,  1842. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  t  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  August,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

•Relatitig  to  Amerietn  dtixens  captured  near  Santa  Pe,  Mexico,  by  the  Mexican  army. 

fTranamitting  correspondence  relative  to  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  Nassau,  New  Pxt>vl- 
dence,  in  the  impriaonment  of  slaves  charged  with  mutiny  and  murder,  the  refusal  to  surrender 
them  to  the  United  States  oonsol  for  trial  in  the  United  States,  and  the  liberation  of  slaves,  all  of 
ttid  slaves  being  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  United  States  brig  Creole. 

t  Relating  to  tlie  origin  of  the  Seminole  war,  slaves  captured  during  said  war  by  United  States 
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Washington,  February  5,  184s. 


To  Ike  Senate  of  the  UniUd  Slates. 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  copies  of  a  report  and  letter  from  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  exploration  and  survey 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
and  the  coutemiinoiis  British  Provinces,  showing  the  progress  made  iu 
that  work  during  the  past  season,  and  submitting  an  estimate,  to  which 
I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress,  of  the  funds  that  will  be  requisite  for 
completing  the  surveys  yet  lo  be  made  on  the  boundary,  and  the  office 
work  consequent  thereou,  and  for  completing  the  maps  of  surveys  ah 


1 


[The  same  message  v 


JOHN  TYLEl 
s  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 


K.>« 


le  oUtce        I 
cd  Sutea  I 


Hon.  DasipX  Webstkr, 

Secretary  of  Stale: 

The  undersigned,  conimissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  Uic  L'nilcil  Slatea 

for  the  purpose  oF  exploring  and  surveying  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of 

Maine  sod  New  Hatnp&liire  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North  America,  respectfully 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  duties  of  their  appoiulment  Ihey  have  in  the  course  of 
the  late  season  performed  the  following  surveys  and  explorations: 

t.  The  meridian  line  of  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  has.  under 
the  direction  of  J.  D.  Graham,  been  carefully  and  accurately  traced  from  the  station 
in  the  vicinity  of  Iloulton  where  the  labors  of  the  year  1S40  terminated  t  j  a  point 
4  miles  north  of  the  St.  John  River  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gtand  Falls,  being  a  dis- 
tance of  8t  miles  from  the  monument.  The  timber  has  been  removed  along  this  line 
to  a  width  necessary  for  its  accurate  prolongation  and  for  the  ivqaisite  astiunom- 
ieal  observations  at  various  points  upon  it,  and  a  correct  profile,  or  vertical  section, 
has  also  been  obtained  by  means  of  the  spirit  level  tlic  whole  of  the  distance  above 
mentioned. 

Besides  the  astronomical  observations  necessary  to  obtain  and  continue  the  dae 
north  direction  upon  this  line,  niunerau.s  magnetic  obseri'ations  have  also  been  made 
at  a.  number  of  points  upon  it,  in  order  to  show  the  physical  causes  which  must 
operate  to  produce  serious  discrepancies  between  a  meridian  line  properly  traced 
and  such  a  one  as  has  actually  sepamled  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Iwo  GoveramEVt* 
since  the  attempt  in  the  years  1S17  and  1818  to  define  and  mark  this  portion  of  the 
boundary  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  although  no  portion  of  that 
line  was  ever  ratified  or  made  binding  upon  tlie  parties  to  the  treaty. 

Upon  this  portion  of  the  survey  there  have  been  chained,  incloiding  messomt 
offsets  to  the  old  line  and  to  other  important  points,  85  miles. 

Pour  hundred  and  fifty-two  transit  observations  of  heavenly  bodies  Iiave  been 
made,  aided  by  three  excellent  chronometers,  for  the  drteimi nation  of  the  tmc 
meridian  direction,  most  of  which  also  served  for  the  computation  of  the  correct 

For  the  determination  of  the  longitude  of  thi$  meridian  west  of  the  Royal  Ob« 
toryof  Greenwich  and  tile  latitudes  of  tour  important  points  opon  it  there  w 
eighty-five  complete  sets  of  astronomical  observations,  including  altitudes  of  llM 
and  stars  and  (he  tiieriiHnn  transits  of  t)ie  tiuioxi  au'l  moon -culminating  si 

The  iiQmbcr  of  baronielrii.'  observations  made  up«ii  the  line  and  ici  'M 
5,767;  licsidcii  which  Ihi-n^  were  made  at  Calais,  for  cumparison  with  tiw  V 
an  tide  en  the  St.  Cruix,  1 ,336  tdmilftr  otMetvotioot. 
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There  have  been  determined  in  altitude  above  or  below  the  level  of  the  monu- 
ment, by  means  of  the  spirit  level,  1,716  points,  and  the  altitudes  of  1,816  other 
points  liave  been  similarly  observed  in-order  to  verify  the  altitude  of  the  monument 
above  the  level  of  mean  tide  at  Calais. 

For  the  determination  of  the  magnetic  variation  at  a  number  of  points  on  the  me- 
ridian line,  more  than  200  observations  have  been  made  upon  four  different  needles, 
and  for  the  determination  of  the  magnetic  dip  at  four  principal  stations  on  the  same 
meridian  300  observations  have  been  made  upon  two  different  needles. 

Under  the  directions  of  the  same  commissioner  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain 
from  Mars  Hill  and  that  recently  chosen  by  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Feathcrstonhaugh 
have  been  sm-veyed  westward  from  the  meridian  line  to  the  highlands  near  the  head 
waters  of  the  Axoostook,  and  the  necessary  data  obtained  for  the  construction  of  a 
correct  map  of  that  portion  of  country. 

Upon  this  survey,  without  reckoning  the  distances  traveled  for  approaching  many 
important  points  of  observation,  there  have  been  actually  measiu-ed  with  the  chain 
and  coursed  with  proper  instruments  267  miles,  including  the  Aroostook  River  from 
its  mouth  to  the  point  where  it  receives  the  Lapawmpeag  Stream,  a  profile  of  the 
country  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Molimcus  to  the  St.  John  at  Fish  River,  and 
such  other  important  lines  as  were  necessary  for  obtaining  the  correct  topography 
of  the  country,  and  the  altitudes  of  many  points  upon  the  line  claimed  by  Great 
Britain  as  the  boundary,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aroostook,  have  been  obtained. 

Ten  principal  points  have  been  determined  in  latitude  and  longitude  by  means  of 
f  15  sets  of  astronomical  observations,  aided  by  three  good  chronometers,  and  seven- 
teen other  points  have  been  determined  by  triangulation  with  a  portable  theodolite. 
Two  hundred  and  five  points  have  been  determined  in  altitude  by  means  of  1,319 
barometric  observations,  and  seventeen  by  means  of  the  theodolite  and  spirit  level. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-two  observations  have  been  made  for  determining  the  varia- 
tion of  the  magnetic  needle  at  three  important  points. 

The  field  duties  above  mentioned  are  considered  to  furnish  sufficient  data  for  a 
correct  map  of  the  line  reported  upon  by  the  late  British  commissioners.  Colonel 
Mudge  and  Mr.  Feathcrstonhaugh,  between  the  St.  John  River  and  the  head  of  the 
Aroostook,  besides  some  lateral  explorations  of  considerable  extent  that  will  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject.  The  work  accomplished  is  full 
as  much  as  could  have  been  properly  done  in  a  single  season,  marked,  as  the  last 
was,  by  an  unusual  drought  of  long  continuance,  which  rendered  it  impossible  to 
ascend,  even  with  light  canoes,  some  of  the  smaller  streams,  especially  those  forming 
the  northwestemmost  sources  of  the  Aroostook.  These  might  be  profitably  explored 
another  season. 

2.  The  division  under  the  direction  of  A.  Talcott  has,  besides  verifying  a  part  of  the 
line  of  1840  and  tracing  the  course  of  Indian  Stream  (a  branch  of  the  Connecticut) 
to  its  source,  explored  and  surveyed  the  line  of  highlands  which  extends  from  the 
Kennebec  road  to  the  Temiscouata  portage,  and  so  much  of  the  line  claimed  by 
Great  Britain  as  extends  from  the  Kennebec  road  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  the  head 
of  the  Aroostook  River. 

In  the  course  of  this  survey,  without  counting  the  lines  of  approach  or  ground  trav- 
eled over  more  than  once,  703  miles  have  been  passed  over  and  such  notes  taken  as 
will  form  the  basis  of  a  map.  Of  these  703  miles,  335  are  upon  the  lines  respectively 
claimed  as  bonndaries  by  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  In 
the  course  of  these  surveys,  in  order  to  the  geog^phical  determination  of  the  position 
of  the  line,  the  latitudes  of  54  points  have  been  determined  by  means  of  1 14  sets  of 
altitudes  of  heavenly  bodies,  and  the  sets  of  subsidiary  observations  for  time  and  for 
the  detetminatioii  of  longitnde  by  chronometers  amount  to  245.  The  number  of  points 
it  which  obMnwtiont  baye  been  made  by  barometers  for  the  purpose  of  detenniiiiiig 
thdr  altitiidoi  li  930,  of  wliich  669  are  upon  the  boundariei  respectively  claimed  bj 
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the  two  cotmtries.     The  nninber  of  separate  sets  of  bsiometric  readings  tztadc  aX  H 
points&iiuniiitstoi,93i,  whiletfaose  made  at  the  fixed  sUttiona,  willi  wliich  tJ 
■re  to  tie  cxnupared,  amoimt  to  1,671. 

3.  The  division  under  the  direction  of  J.  Renwick  has  explored  or  samjcA  ihe 
line  of  highlands  from  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Lake  Matapediac  to  the  vicinitj 
of  the  river  Du  Loup,  where  the  line  of  survey  has  been  connected  with  that  of  A. 
TaJcott,  In  this  survey  a  gap  is  yet  left  of  a  tew  miles  on  the  western  side  of  the 
valley  of  the  Rimouski  near  its  somce. 

In  the  course  of  the  operations  of  this  diviaoit  586  miles  have  been  passed  over 
and  such  notes  taken  as  will  form  the  basis  of  a  map.  Of  these  586  toiles.  175  btTC 
been  actually  measured,  aog  are  upon  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
and  about  30  upon  the  line  pointed  out  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Eitig  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  7th  of  October,  17G3,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  making  in  all  139  miles  of  the  height  of  land. 

In  the  counw  of  these  surrevs,  in  order  to  the  geographical  determination  of  the 
position  of  the  line,  the  latitudes  of  47  points  have  been  determined  by  means  of  8j 
sets  of  altitudes  of  heavenlj  bodies,  and  the  sets  of  subsidiary  observatiDns  for  time 
and  for  the  determination  of  longitude  by  chronometers  amount  10130.  The  number 
of  points  at  which  observations  have  been  made  by  barometers  for  the  purpose  uf 
determining  their  altitudes  is  407.  of  which  367  arc  upon  the  boundary  claimed  by 
the  United  States.  Tlie  number  of  separate  sets  of  bBrometric  readings  made  at  these 
points  amounts  to  i ,  153,  while  those  made  at  the  fixed  stations  aroonnt  to  837. 

The  division  of  Major  Graham  not  having  returned  from  the  field  until  within  a 
few  days,  neither  the  reduction  of  the  astronomical  observations  nor  any  of  Uie  offin 
work  preparatory  to  a  general  map  has  yet  been  commenced  by  his  division. 

The  office  work  of  the  divisions  of  A.  Talcott  and  J.  Renwick  has  been  steadily 
carried  on  nnce  the  return  of  those  commissioners  from  the  field  in  the  month  of 
October,  and  great  prepress  has  been  made  in  the  calculHtions  and  plotting  prepara- 
toiy  to  the  construction  of  maps,  and  necessary  as  materials  for  a  general  report. 

In  this  state  of  the  work  of  the  severul  divisions  the  undersigned  find  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  commitnicattng  to  the  State  Department  that  the  furtheT 
progress  of  their  opcrationa  b  about  to  be  arrested  by  the  exhaustion  of  the  appro- 
priation, and  of  stating  that  unless  speedy  provi^on  be  made  for  (he  supply  of  the 
necessary  funds  the  report  of  their  operations  can  not  be  made  op  in  time  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  its  present  sessioD. 

The  position  of  the  finances  of  the  commission  may  be  seen  by  the  fcUaina^^l 

I  the  appfxapriation  of  $75,000  IhcTe  haTc  tom  drawn-'  ^^^^^^^| 

ByJ.Rrnwk fti.«^^^H 

Br  A.  Talcott an^^^^^* 

By  J.  0.  Cnham - ■$.«•■                  ■ 

ToUIdnwn -^^                    I 

teavTDg  in  tbe  Tttanaj  of  the  rnttal  SUta  ||.Kn.  | 

T  a  catcful  «iiiiulc  11  i*  found  Uiai  ID  finiih  tbc  oDcc  work  of  the  sntnl  dM- 

nmi  thm  will  be  TCquitnl  om-  nnd  abcne  anr  halaucn  !■  the  haa^  o(  thr  1 


Uaklii8Jsaati5.3»,i 
late  Maaon  |iii,saa. 


id  IcETiog  to  be  pnxjdcd  (Or  the  comtiMiaa  of  Kb*  w 


The  undersigned  can  not  refrain  from  stating  that  the  mriMJty  nf  <() 
farther  fundi  wma  unexpected  by  each  of  them  individually.  M  it  !■  p 
tdUMthrdy.    There  ve,  however,  muomi  that  in  tbeiropdidoa  an  fa 
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which  have  led  to  an  expenditure  thus  exceeding  their  estimate  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  i  ith  of  January,  184 1 : 

I.  The  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  division  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Graham  amounted  to  ^2,500.  This  referred  only,  however,  to  the  continuation  of 
the  survey  of  the  meridian  line;  and  as  the  country  had  been  represented  by  the  most 
authentic  maps  as  gefnerally  rising  from  the  monument  to  the  north,  it  was  inferred 
that  the  timber  to  be  cut  away  in  opening  this  line  through  a  dense  forest  would  be 
of  the  description  generally  found  upon  elevated  and  dry  lands,  and  the  labor  sup- 
posed to  be  requisite  was  estimated  accordingly.  So  far,  however,  from  this  being 
the  case,  26  miles  out  of  the  32  between  the  base  of  Parks  Ridge,  near  Houlton,  and 
the  river  Des  Chutes  (6  miles  north  of  the  latitude  of  Mars  Hill)  have  actually  been 
found  to  be  below  the  level  of  the  monmnent  and  intersected  by  swamps  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  cedar  and  other  timber  common  to  such  land,  extremely  difficult 
to  cut  away.  More  than  double  the  labor  estimated  had  therefore  to  be  performed 
in  accomplishing  this  and  all  similar  portions  of  the  work,  and  a  corresponding 
increase  of  expense  was  unavoidable. 

In  addition  to  this  increased  labor  upon  the  meridian  line,  the  division  of  Major 
Graham  has  executed  the  stu^eys  between  that  line  and  the  head  waters  of  the 
Aroostook,  already  given  in  detail,  the  expenses  for  which  were  not  estimated  or 
included  in  the  stun  above  mentioned. 

The  cost  of  this  survey,  including  the  instruments  that  were  required  for  it,  has 
amounted  to  ^5,500,  and  while  this  sum  should  be  added  to  the  original  estimate  for 
this  division,  the  expenses  of  the  divisions  of  the  other  two  commissioners  have  not 
in  any  manner  been  thereby  diminished,  for  the  actual  quantity  of  work  performed 
by  them  has  exceeded  what  was  supposed  from  the  best  maps  extant  to  be  necessary 
upon  the  whole  of  the  lines  claimed  by  the  two  Governments,  respectively,  exclusive 
of  the  meridian  line,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown. 

There  was  another  cause  which  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  augment  the  expenses  of 
this  division  in  proportion  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  which  it  was  not  within  the 
power  of  human  agency  to  control,  and  which  we  should  not  omit  to  mention  here. 

The  severe  drought  which  prevailed  throughout  this  region  of  country  during 
the  month  of  August  and  the  greater  part  of  September  caused  the  fires  which  are 
annually  set  to  the  fallen  timber  upon  newly  cleared  lands  to  spread  far  and  wide 
into  the  growing  forest,  and  so  rapid  was  its  progress  and  so  serious  its  ravages  as 
to  compel  the  inhabitants  in  many  cases  to  fly  for  the  preservation  of  life.  Some 
check  was  experienced  in  the  duties  along  the  meridian  line  from  the  flames  that 
actually  embraced  it,  but  a  far  more  serious  one  from  the  dense  smoke  which  filled 
the  atmosphere  almost  incessantly  for  six  weeks,  and  so  obstructed  the  view  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  fix  the  stations  in  advance  with  the  requisite  precision. 

While  the  party  charged  with  the  astronomical  operations  was  thus  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  of  making  scarcely  any  progress  for  six  weeks,  the  expense  of  main- 
taining it  could  not  in  any  way  be  diminished,  because  there  was  a  daily  hope  that 
such  a  change  in  the  weather  might  occur  as  would  have  removed  this  difficulty. 

In  order  to  make  amends  as  far  as  practicable  for  so  much  time  unavoidably  lost, 
this  division  continued  to  prosecute  its  field  duties  north  of  the  forty-seventh  degree 
of  latitude  until  several  weeks  after  the  severities  of  winter  had  commenced,  with  no 
other  protection  than  their  tents,  the  commissioner  in  charge  of  it  believing  that  the 
expectations  of  the  Government  and  of  the  country  generally  would  but  be  fulfilled 
by  the  investigations  in  relation  to  this  important  line  being  pushed  to  the  utmost 
attainable  point.  But  for  this  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  reached  the  St. 
John  River  the  late  season. 

There  remains  to  be  surveyed  along  this  meridian  line,  in  order  to  reach  the  north- 
irest  angle  <rf  Nova  Sootia  as  claimed  by  the  United  States,  about  64  miles,  to  acoom* 
l^liab  which  will  ieq;iiii:t  another  season  of  active  field  duty. 
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3.  In  the  estimBte  for  the  work  of  the  divisions  of  A.  Talcott  and  ^ 
was  assumed  that  the  length  of  the  boundary-  remaining  en  the  Iiuc  claimed  by  the 
United  States  was  330  miles,  and  upOD  the  lines  claimed  by  Greal  Brilflio  170  miles. 

Of  the  latter.about  one-half  was  undertaken  by  Major  Graham's  dirisian.'leaTiiig 
for  the  estimated  distance  to  be  surveyed  by  the  divisions  of  A.  Taloott  and  J,  Ren- 
wick  405  miles. 

It  will  appear  by  the  statement  hereinbefore  given  that  the  joint  mrveys  of  tbe« 
two  divisions  npon  the  lines  of  bigjlilands  have  actually  amounted  to  574  mile). 
Upon  the  principle  of  their  estimate,  the  probable  cost  of  this  nronld  have  amounttd 
to  I^9i746.37.  and  with  tbe  addition  for  instruments  and  for  the  additioiiul  cost  of 
the  more  remote  parts  of  the  line  to  $57.079. 70L 

The  actual  cost,  including  the  foregoing  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
is  $54,000, 

It  will  appear,  therefore,  that  when  tbe  increased  extent  of  the  work  perfornied 
over  that  made  the  basis  of  the  estimate  is  considered,  tbe  cost  of  performing  it,  so 
far  from  having  exceeded  the  estimate,  has  fallen  short  of  it  by  fo.ooo. 

The  reason  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  real  extent  of  the  line,  as  octuallj 

measured,  and  that  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  calculation  is  that  the  latter  was 

de  by  reference  to  the  best  existing  maps,  which  were  considered  to  be  entitled  to 

L  M  certain  degree  of  credit.     L'pon  tbe  close  examination  which  the  operations  of  tbe 

\  late  seaaon  have  afforded,  these  maps  have  been  ascertained  to  be  exceedingly  erro- 

ms.     Well-known  streams  have  been  fotmd  to  extend  in  either  direction  many 

miles  beyond  tbe  points  at  which  their  sources  have  been  laid  down  on  the  maps, 

and  great  rii'ers  and  lakes  have,  as  it  were,  been  diunvered,  of  which  no  delineatian 

bad  ever  been  given  by  geographers.      The  extent  of  these  errors  tn  mnote  and 

difficultly  accessible  points  may  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  found  10  occur  in 

I  tbe  port  of  the  region  which  is  most  accessible,  best  known,  and  most  frequently 

I  baversed. 

On  the  Temiscouata  portage,  a  road  traveled  weekly  by  tbe  mail  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  continually  passed  by  the  officers  of  her  various  services,  whicli  hod  been 
carefully  surveyed  by  civil  engineers  preparatory  to  its  reconstruction,  and  which  hju 
been  traveled  by  the  surveyors  of  both  countries  under  the  joint  commission,  it  bod 
hitherto  been  believed,  and  it  was  so  represented  on  all  maps,  both  English  and 
American,  that  tbe  line  dividing  the  waters  crossed  the  road  three  times.  The  sur- 
veys of  the  late  season  show  that  tbe  bonndarj-  claimed  by  the  fnited  Slates  crossa 
tbb  road  five  times,  and  it  becamenecessary  to  explore  tbe  culminating  points  of  the 
vallej'sof  four  streams,  instead  of  two,  as  had  been  anticipated.  Instances  of  the  same 
sort^  but  which  do  not  admit  of  verbal  description,  have  occurred  on  e\-ery  part  of  the 
lines  of  highlands. 

The  two  commissioners  whose  operations  are  under  consideration  no  dodbt  h*d  It 
in  their  power  to  have  suspended  their  operations  and  returned  so  soon  as  the  por- 
tion of  the  appropriation  placed  at  their  disposal  was  90  far  exhausted  as  la  leave  no 
more  than  would  be  needed  to  complete  their  office  work;  but  they  feel  satined 
that  they  would  not  have  been  justified  in  so  doing  !o  long  as  any  portion  of  tbe  line 
remained  unsurveyed  or  tbe  weather  would  permit  a  party  to  keep  the  field.  Thnti, 
although  in  the  original  plan  for  tbe  partition  of  tliework  it  was  estimated  tbattbetr 
lines  wonld  probably  be  connected  in  tbe  parallel  of  the  rircr  Quelle,  a 
south  of  Temiscouata  portage,  when  it  was  found  that,  ftwn  unforeseen 
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6t  I^wrence  from  otte  station  to  another,  it  became  doubtful  whether  he  could  pass 
the  Temiscouata  portage  before  the  woods  became  impassable,  his  colleague  con- 
tinued his  parties  in  the  field  until  the  junction  was  effected.  In  this  way,  while  the 
expenses  of  the  division  of  J.  Renwick  have  not  been  materially  diminished,  those  of 
the  division  of  A.  Talcott  have  been  largely  increased;  but  a  portion  of  the  general 
work  has  been  accomplished  which  might  otherwise  have  been  left  incomplete. 

The  undersigned,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  lurge  the  importance  of  a 
speedy  appropriation  to  enable  them  to  make  up  their  report.  A  delay  of  any  con- 
tinuance will  be  productive  of  evil,  either  by  enhancing  the  cost  of  office  work  or  by 
rendering  it  difficult  in  consequence  of  the  dispersion  of  the  engineers  and  survey- 
ors by  whom  the  field  notes  have  been  taken.  Upon  the  completion  only  of  such  a 
report  will  it  be  possible  to  render  apparent  how  much  of  the  whole  task  has  been 
accomplished  and  how  much  remains  to  be  performed;  and  the  Department  will 
then  have  it  in  its  power  to  decide  whether  the  part  that  has  not  been  completed  is 
of  such  importance  to  the  question  at  issue  as  to  require  further  operations  upon  it. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  RENWICK, 

A.' TALCOTT, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Commissioners. 

Hon.  DANiBi,  WBBSTER.  WASHINGTON.  January  25, 1842. 

Secretary  of  State, 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  surve3dng  and  exploring  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  and  the  British  Provinces,  beg  leave,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  directions,  to  submit  an  estimate  for  the  operations  of  the  commis- 
sion for  the  ensuing  year. 

So  much  of  your  directions  as  regards  the  state  of  the  survey  and  the  amount 
required  to  complete  the  office  work  preparatory  to  a  report  has  already  been  laid 
before  you  in  their  report  of  the  4th  January,  1842,  prepared  in  anticipation  of  your 
orders.  By  reference  thereto  it  will  appear  that  the  delineation  of  the  meridian  of  the 
flouzce  of  St.  Croix  has  not,  in  spite  of  every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  commissioner 
to  whom  it  was  assigned,  been  pursued  farther  than  81  miles  from  the  monument. 
Sixty-four  miles,  therefore,  of  the  said  meridian  line  remain  to  be  surveyed  before 
this  part  of  their  task  is  completed.  The  other  two  commissioners,  while  they  would 
aot  have  hesitated  to  join  in  a  final  report  in  case  the  state  of  the  survey  of  the 
meridian  line  would  have  permitted  it,  are  aware  that  the  hasty  manner  in  which 
their  work  was  performed,  in  anticipation  of  completing  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment during  the  past  year,  leaves  room  for  a  more  accurate  examination  of  some 
parts  of  the  lines  tiiey  have  surveyed.  Some  portions,  also,  of  the  lines  intrusted  to 
them,  respectively,  were  not  reached;  and,  in  addition,  a  part  of  the  survey  which  was 
contemplated  in  their  original  instmctions  from  your  predecessor  was  not  included 
in  their  estimates  for  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  its  having  only  a  collateral 
relation  to  the  main  object. 

Thus  the  surveys  respectively  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Talcott  and  Graham  of  the 
lines  claimed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  by  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherston- 
haugh,  although  brought  near  to  each  other,  have  not  been  united,  and  a  part  of  the 
highlands  claimed  by  the  United  States  near  the  source  of  the  Rimouski  was  not 
.reached  by  the  parties  of  Professor  Renwick. 

The  height  of  a  part  of  the  line  ejcplored  by  Captain  Talcott  in  1840,  lying  at  the 
•sonrce  of  Arnolds  River,  was  not  determined  for  the  want  of  a  barometer. 

Two  or  three  miles  in  length  of  the  line  of  highlands  near  the  somxe  of  the  river 
f>a  I>>ap  require  to  be  reexamined. 

The  longitudes  of  Lake  Megantic,  Lake  Btchemin,  the  soturce  of  the  Metjarmette, 
Ji  P— vox.  IV— 7 
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upon  the  line  of  Captain  Talcott,  and  of  soaic  one  point  on  the  line  of  Profeswr  RiCB- 
wict  oi^ht  to  be  ascertained  with  greater  precision  thaa  the  time  that  could  be 
allowed  dnring  the  last  season  would  permit. 

The  instructions  of  Mr.  Forsyth  contemplated  an  exploration  of  Itie  liigblandi 
described  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  as  beginaing  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay 
of  Chaleurs.  The  existence  of  a  contiuuons  elevated  re^on  from  the  tide  of  that 
bay  to  the  termination  of  the  exploring  meridian  line  has  been  ascertained  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  commission,  but  the  heights  have  not  been  measured  on 
that  part  of  it  which  lies  nearest  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  nnder^^ed  are  of  opinion  that  as  no  delay  in  the 
presentation  of  a  final  report  will  arise  from  further  explorations  of  the  parts  of 
the  territory  thus  pointed  out  and  the  more  accurate  examination  of  the  nncertain 
matters,  it  would  add  to  the  confidence  which  may  be  placed  in  their  resalts  that  a 
party  be  employed  under  the  direction  of  each  of  the  ahove-natned  commiaaonera 
npoD  the  said  work.     For  this  object  it  iiS  estimated — 

I.  That  ^5,000  in  all,  say  (12,500  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  each  of 
the  two  above-named  commissioners,  will  suffice.  A  less  sum  than  this  will  not 
keep  two  parties  in  the  field  during  the  working  season;  a  larger  sum  could  not 
advantageously  be  expended  on  this  jjart  of  the  work. 

I.  In  estimating  the  amount  necessary  for  completing  the  delineation  of  the  mp- 
ridian  of  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  nnmerons 
astronomical  observations  must  be  made  in  aid  of  the  operations  with  the  tianait 
instrument,  in  order  constantly  to  presen'e  the  true  north  direction,  a  conditioii  of 
the  utmost  consequence,  not  alone  as  affecting  the  extent  of  territory'  that  wiU  be 
embraced  by  it,  but  more  particularly  because  the  character  and  position  of  the  high- 
lands alluded  to  in  the  treaty  of  1783  would  be  exhibited  in  a  very  different  light  ns 
encountered  by  a  line  running  due  norih,  as  is  required  by  the  treaty,  and  by  one 
varying  even  in  a  slight  degree  from  that  direction.  This  principle  has  already  beta 
exhibited  in  a  striking  manner  by  the  trace  of  the  meridian  line  as  far  as  it  has  now 
progressed,  for  instead  of  encountering  highlands  in  the  latitude  of  Mars  Hilt  baT- 
ing  a  claim  to  be  considered  those  described  in  the  treaty  bs  the  intended  boundary 
between  the  two  countries,  the  line  as  recently  traced  actually  passes  tliat  latitude  at 
■n  elevation  of  leas  than  10  feet  above  the  level  of  the  monument,  end  the  greatest 
elevation  encountered  by  this  line  in  passing  over  any  spur  connected  with  3iars 
Hill  is  63  feet  above  the  level  of  the  monnmcnL  In  advance  of  this  spur  tile  line 
becomes  again  depressed  below  the  level  of  the  monument  at  several  points  bcte^^ 
it  reaches  the  Aroostook. 

These,  however,  are  only  a  tew  of  the  many  facts  that  might  be  additced  fi 
■nrs'eys  already  made  to  show  how  important  it  is  to  the  question 
every  necessary  means  to  avail  of  the  aids  of  science  should  be  adopted  ii 
presence  scrupulously  the  direction  specified  in  the  treaty  while  tracing  thb  Uni 
must  also  be  remembered  that  in  the  further '^jtosecution  of  this  duty  %  wilE 
has  to  be  traversed,  totally  uninhabited  and  totally  without  roads.  The  only  n 
of  progressing  through  it  and  of  transporting  the  necessary  pro\  isions  and  the  ii 
ments  indispensable  to  accuracy  will  be  bj'  means  of  canoes,  for  supplying  Itt-o  or 
three  depots  at  points  where  Grand  River  and  the  waters  of  the  Restigoucbe  inter- 
»ect  the  line,  leaving  the  whole  transportation  along  the  meridian  to  be  performed 
by  packmen,  or  men  carrying  burdens  on  their  bocks.  That  the  usual  avennc  to  give 
•n  tmimpeded  view  along  the  line  must  be  opened  through  a  dense  forest,  which  ht 
the  neighborhood  of  all  streams  crossing  it  «ill  still  be  found  to  consist  «f  that 
,  nrampy  growth  described  in  the  report  from  the  umlcraigned  nf  the  4th  of  Jaiiuwy 
1  Instant  as  r^airing  f*>  much  labor  to  cut  through  it. 

\     With  all  these  circumstances  in  view,  the  following  estimate  for  the  ctRnpldion 
E  of  the  survey  of  the  nundiau  line  and  for  aome  further  surveys  betwwo  tlut  lla^ 
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and  the  source  of  the  Aroostook  is  submitted;  and  it  is  intended  to  embrace  the 
expense  of  completing  both  the  field  and  the  office  work  that  will  require  to  be 
done  in  order  to  a  final  accomplishment  of  the  duties : 

E^wuUtfor  the  meridian  line, 

I.  Pbj  of  4  aariftant  engineers  from  May  x,  1842,  to  March  31,  1843,  being  304 

daya,  at  $4  per  day  each $4,864.00 

3.  Fay  of  3  other  aaaistant  engineers  from  May  x,  x84a,  to  December  31,  1842, 

being  275  dajra,  at  I3  per  day  each 2,475.00 

5.  Hire  of  30  men  as  azmen,  and  for  preparing,  constructing,  and  erecting 
stations  and  signaUi  in  advance,  from  June  i  to  November  30,  1843,  being 
X83  days,  at  |i  each  per  day 5,490.00 

4.  Hire  of  3P  other  men  as  ixistmment  carriers,  chain  bearers,  canoe  men,  and 

padonen  for  x8t3  days,  as  above,  at|x  per  day  each 5,490.00 

5.  Hh«  of  x  carpenter  and  a  cooks  X83  days,  as  above,  at  |i.as  per  day  each 686. 35 

6w  Safaaisteiioe  of  x  commissioner,  7  assistant  engineers,  i  carpenter,  a  cooks, 

and  60  men,  as  above,  being  in  all  7X  persons,  while  in  the  field,  183  days, 
at  50  cents  per  day  each,  including  transportation  of  provisions  to  Grand 

Falls  of  St  John,  or  first  depot 6,496.50' 

7.  Porchase  of  barometers  and  repairs  of  instruments  heretofore  used 800.00 

%.  Salary  of  commissioner 3,000.00 

9^  Contingexicies,  including  stationery,  office  rent,  and  fuel,  and  transporta- 
tion of  engineers  and  commissioner  to  and  from  the  field 1,500.00 

Total  required  for  the  meridian  line. , 30, 801. 75 

That  is  to  say,  |30,8ox.75,  making  the  whole  amount  for  the  work  yet  to  be  performed 
in  the  field  on  all  parts  of  the  boundary  and  for  the  office  work  that  will  be  consequent 
from  the  said  field  work  IS5>8ox>75 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  * .  g  rbnwICK  1 

A.  TALCOTT,       \  Commisstaners, 
J.  D.  GRAHAM,  ) 

aBCA]>rruiJkTiozr. 

x.  Amount  of  estinuite  for  completing  the  snrvejrs  yet  required  to  be  made  on 

the  boundary,  as  above  stated |S5, 801. 75 

a.  Amount  of  estimate  rendered  with  report  of  January  4,  1843,  for  complet- 
ing maps  of  survejrs  already  made,  etc 10, 500. 00 

amount  required ^301.75 


^    .    rr         ..  ^  ...  Washington,  February  o,  1842, 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  '  J  y^     ^ 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th 
of  February,  1842,  in  the  following  words— 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  inform  this  House  under  what 
anthority  tiie  commiaaion,  consisting  of  George  Poindexter  and  others,  for  the 
investigation  of  the  concerns  of  the  New  York  custom-house  was  raised;  what  were 
the  purposes  and  objects  of  said  commission;  how  many  persons  have  in  any  way 
been  connected  with  it,  and  the  compensation  received  or  to  be  received  by  each; 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  every  description  of  said  commission,  and  out  of  what 
fond  the  said  expenditures  have  been  or  are  to  be  paid — 

I  have  to  state  that  the  authority  for  instituting  the  commission  men- 
tioned in  said  resolution  is  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  ''take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  to 
give  to  Congress  from  time  to  time  information  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  to  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary  and  expedient." 

The  expediency,  if  not  the  necessity,  of  inquiries  into  the  transactions 
of  our  costom-hoaaes,  especially  in  cases  where  abuses  and  malpractices 
are  alleged,  must  be  obvious  to  Congress,  and  that  investigations  of  this 
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kind  were  expected  to  be  made  appears  from  the  provision  in  the  ti 
first  section  of  the  act  of  1799,  "which  enjoins  collectors  of  the  customs  to 
submit  their  books,  papers,  and  accounts  to  the  inspection  of  such  persons 
as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. ' ' 

The  purposes  and  objects  of  the  commission  will  be  explained  by  the 
commissionitself,  acopyof  which,  together  with  ioformation  on  Uie  other 
subjects  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  will  at  the  proper  time  I 


before  Congress. 


JOHN 


ime  be  l^^^J 
If.  i84X^^^\ 


Washington,  February  it.  1842. 
To  Ike  Senate  0/  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  Territor?-  of 
Iowa,  I  ha\-e  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  memorials*  and  jtrint 
resolutions*  of  the  council  and  house  of  representatives  of  that  Tenritory 
to  your  cousideration. 


JOHN  T\XER. 


Washington.  February 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
3d  instant,  I  transmit  lierewith  a  reportt  from  the  Secretarj-  of  State, 
with  copies  of  the  papers  requested  by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER 


fthe 
.itate, 


Washington,  February  16,  /S42. 
To  th^  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  in  relation  to  certain  contracts  entered  into  by  a  board  of  medical 
ofiBcers  appointed  for  that  purpose  for  the  purchase  of  sites  on  the  west- 
em  waters  for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals;  and  concurring  fully  in 
his  views  of  the  subject,  I  recommend  that  either  an  appropriation  of 
$44,721  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  ujdi\-id- 
ua!s  with  whom  the  contracts  were  made  or  tliat  the  Department  of  War 
be  authorized  to  reconvey  to  them  their  lands  and  annul  the  contract 

JOHN  TYL 

Washington,  February  iS.  . 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  a 
ing  letter,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretarj-  of  State.    Yon  will  d 

•AaUiig  >n  iiittniphiiiion  to  defray  Ihc  expciucs  Hrowing  out  of  Ihc  dsputr  ly<wt*ii  Qi 
Slalcfc  iriltiin  tbe  TerriUity  ol  loin,  and  ihc  BUtc  of  Minnari  nislin  Id  tli 
liar.  An  api*rc>pnalioQ  Ca  dcfnj  the  exiwtua  of  ■  convcnfiou  for  Uk  fonc 


•   * 

John  Tyietr    .•:  loi 

•  •  •* 

perceive  the  importance  of  furnishing  a  unifbnft*  r<He  for  the  guidance 
of  the  public  officers  in  the  matter  referred  to  in  the -Sqprjetary's  letter.* 

jOHTfO^YLER. 

•*    •       • 
•  •        •  t 

Washington,  February  ig.^iS^ij  .^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives:  *  •  •'^/-  ^' 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of'-; 
the  8th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  communi- 
cation f  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  correspondence  on  the  subject 
referred  to  by  the  resolution  of  the  House.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  February  21,  184.2, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  an  accompan3dng  i)aper,J  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  i8th 
instant.  jqjj^  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  26,  184.2, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st  instant, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  that 
body,  *  *  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  state  of  the  nego- 
tiation between  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  the  northeastern  botmdary  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  also 
all  correspondence  on  that  subject  between  the  two  Governments  not 
hitherto  communicated, '  *  has  been  transmitted  to  me.  Desirous  always 
to  lay  before  Congress  and  the  public  everything  affecting  the  state  of 
the  country  to  the  fullest  extent  consistent  with  propriety  and  prudence, 
I  have  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  in  my  judgment  no 
commimication  could  be  made  by  me  at  this  time  on  the  subject  of  its 
resolution  without  detriment  or  danger  to  the  public  interests. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  28,  1842, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  the  correspondence  §  and  other 
documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  2d  February. 

*  Relating  to  the  mode  of  paying  salaries,  etc.,  of  ministers  and  other  diplomatic  agents  of  the 
United  States  at  the  several  Courts  of  Europe. 

fRelating  to  the  colonial  history  of  New  York. 

X  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  l>epartment  of  State  to  the  United  States  minister  at  I/>ndon  rela- 
tive to  the  case  of  the  brig  Creole. 

(Relating  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  providing  for  the  imprisonment  of  free 
negroes  found  on  board  vessels  entering  any  of  the  ports  of  that  State,  complaints  of  the  British 
GofcnuBenl  relative  to  the  operation  of  said  act,  etc. 


Messages.tknd  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


I  am  not  informeti-  of  the  existence  of  any  ofEdal  opmion  of  the  late 
Judge  Johnson. on  Vhe' unconstitutionality  of  the  act  or  acts  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolitis  upou  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

'•-.     '-  ■'■  JOHN  TYLER. 

:■."  Washington,  March  8,  1843. 

'.■To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  acoompan>-iiig 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the 
probable  demands  which  will  be  made  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  present 
quarter.  It  will  be  seen  that,  without  arresting  the  requisitions  which 
will  be  made  by  the  War  and  Nav>-  Departments  for  the  months  of 
March,  April,  and  May,  there  will  be  an  unprovided- for  deficit  of  upward 
of  three  millions. 

I  can  not  bring  myself,  however,  to  believe  that  it  will  enter  into  the 
view  of  any  department  of  the  Government  to  arrest  works  of  defense 
now  in  progress  of  completion  or  vessels  under  construction  or  prepa- 
ration for  sea.  Having  due  regard  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  our 
foreign  relations  and  the  exposed  ^tuation  of  our  inland  and  maritime 
frontier,  I  should  feel  myself  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  countrj'  if  I 
could  hesitate  in  urging  upon  Congress  all  necessary  appropriatioas  for 
placing  it  in  an  attitude  of  strength  and  security.  Such  recommenda- 
tion, however,  has  heretofore  been  made  in  full  reliance  as  well  on  Con- 
gress as  on  the  well-known  patriotism  of  the  people,  their  high  sense 
of  national  honor,  and  their  determination  to  defend  our  soil  from  the 
possibility,  however  remote,  of  a  hostile  invasion. 

The  diminution  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the  great  diminution  of 
duties  under  what  is  commonly  called  the  compromise  act  necessarily 
involves  the  Treasurj-  in  embarrassments,  which  have  been  for  some 
years  palliated  by  the  temporary  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury  notes — 
an  expedient  which,  affording  no  permanent  relief,  has  imposed  upon 
Congress  from  time  to  time  the  necessity  of  replacing  the  old  by  a  new 
issue.  The  amount  outstanding  on  the  4th  of  March,  1840,  varies  in  no 
great  degree  from  the  amount  which  «-ill  be  outstanding  on  the  ist  of 
January  next,  while  in  the  interim  the  new  issues  are  rendered  equiva- 
lent to  the  redemption  of  the  old,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  leave 
an  augmented  pressure  on  the  finances  by  the  accumulation  of  interest. 

The  contemplated  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  may,  and  doubtless 
will,  lead  in  the  end  to  a  relief  of  the  Treasurj-  from  these  constantly 
recurring  embarrassments,  but  it  must  be  obvious  that  lime  will  be 
necessary  to  realize  the  full  anticipations  of  financial  benefit  from  any 
modification  of  the  tariff  Laws.  In  the  meantime  I  submit  to  Congress 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  invite  its  prompt  and  speedy 
•cUoo.  jQUjj  TYLER. 
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Washington,  March  8,  184.2. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  my  message  of  the  7th  of  December  I  suggested  to  Congress  the 
propriety,  and  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  making  proper  provisions 
by  law  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  for  the  removal  at  their  com- 
mencement and  at  the  option  of  the  party  of  all  such  cases  as  might 
arise  in  State  courts  involving  national  questions  or  questions  touching 
the  faithful  observance  and  discharge  of  the  international  obligations  of 
the  United  States  from  such  State  tribtmal  to  the  Federal  judiciary.  I  am 
urged  to  repeat  at  this  time  this  recommendation  by  the  receipt  of  intel- 
ligence, upon  which  I  can  rely,  that  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  residing 
in  Upper  Canada  has  been  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  connection  with  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  the  Canadian  authorities  by  which  the  Caroline 
was  destroyed,  and  will  in  all  probability  be  subjected  to  trial  in  the 
State  courts  of  New  York.  It  is  doubtful  whether  in  this  state  of  things, 
should  his  discharge  be  demanded  by  the  British  Government,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  invested  with  any  control  over  the  subject  until  the  case  shall 
have  reached  the  court  of  final  resort  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  been 
decided  in  that  court;  and  although  such  delay  ought  not,  in  a  national 
point  of  view  to  give  cause  of  umbrage  to  Great  Britain,  yet  the  prompt 
and  instant  rendering  of  justice  to  foreign  nations  should  be  placed  among 
our  highest  duties.  I  can  not,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  what  prop- 
erly becomes  the  United  States,  and  in  anticipation  of  any  demand  from 
a  foreign  government  for  the  discharge  of  one  of  its  subjects,  forego  the 
duty  of  repeating  my  recommendation  to  Congress  for  the  immediate 
adoption  of  some  suitable  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  11,  184.2. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  conveying  copies  of  the  correspondence*  which  contains  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  said  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  March  12,  1842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  rejection  of  Silas  Reed  as  surveyor- 
general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the 
session  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  founded  in  a  mis- 
apprehension of  facts,  which,  while  it  deprived  the  public  of  the  services 

«Rekitiiig  to  oomidftints  of  Spain  and  Portugal  that  the  oi)exation  of  the  revenue  act  of  Scptea»- 
bcr  II,  1841,  lafdagad  ttwty  fldpulationt. 
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of  a  useful  officer,  left  him  to  suffer  a  considerable  degree  of  injustice 
his  reputatiou.    Afler  mature  reflection  upon  all  the  circumstances  of 
his  case,  and  particularly  of  facts  which  have  become  known  since  his 
rejection,  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  submit  his  nominatiou  for  the  same 
office  anew  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent. 

I  therefore  nominate  Silas  Reed  to  be  sur\-eyor-general  of  mip"'*  and 
Missouri,  in  place  of  Joseph  C.  Brown,  remo\-ed. 

JOHX  T\XKR. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  March  15.  1842, 

I  take  the  earhest  moment  to  correct  an  error  into  which  I  inadvert- 
ently fell  in  my  message  of  the  1 2th  instant,  nominating  Silas  Reed  to  be 
suri-ey  or -general  for  Illinois  and  Missouri.  In  that  message  I  represent 
the  nominee  as  being  rejected  by  the  Senate  on  the  e^'eniug  of  the  last 
day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  upon  a  more  accurate  inquiry 
I  find  that  he  was  rejected  on  the  14th  of  August,  1S41 ,  and  his  successor 
nominated  on  the  23d  August  and  confirmed  on  the  13th  September, 
which  was  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  which  fact 
had  become  identified  in  my  memorj'.  upon  which  I  drew  when  I  wrote 
the  message,  nith  the  fact  of  liis  rejection. 

I  hasten  to  make  the  correction,  not  deeming  it,  however,  of  much 
moment  in  regard  to  the  real  merits  of  the  nomination;  for  whether  the 
rejection  occurred  on  the  last  or  any  other  day  of  the  session,  if  done 
under  a  misapprehension  or  mistake  of  the  facts,  the  Senate,  I  doubt  not, 
will  take  equal  pleasure  in  correcting  the  error. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  March  17,  iSfg. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  zd  ultimo,  request! 
information  in  regard  to  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JOHN  T'i'LER. 


I 
I 

I 


Washington,  March  rj,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  Ihc  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  and  docnments*  1 
from  the  Postmaster- General,  in  comphance  with  the  resolution  of  the  J 


Senate  of  the  i6lh  Februarj'. 


JOHN  rsXER. 


ntcrUb  foe  (be  n 


John  Tyler  105 

Washington,  March  23,  184,2, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  i6th 
instant,  in  the  following  words,  viz,  ''Resolved,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  heads  of  the  several  Departments  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  names  of  such  of 
the  members  (if  any)  of  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Twenty-seventh  Con- 
gresses who  have  been  applicants  for  bflSce,  and  for  what  oflSces,  distin- 
guishing between  those  who  have  applied  in  person  and  those  whose 
applications  were  made  by  friends,  whether  in  person  or  by  writing," 
has  been  transmitted  to  me  for  my  consideration. 

If  it  were  consistent  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment, it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  furnish  in  this,  as  in  all  cases 
in  which  proper  information  is  demanded,  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  But  since,  in  my  view,  general 
considerations  of  policy  and  propriety,  as  well  as  a  proper  defense  of  the 
rights  and  safeguards  of  the  executive  department,  require  of  me  as  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  refuse  compHance  with  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it 
is  incumbent  on  me  to  urge,  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, my  reasons  for  declining  to  give  the  desired  information. 

All  appointments  to  oflSce  made  by  a  President  become  from  the  date 
of  their  nomination  to  the  Senate  oflScial  acts,  which  are  matter  of  rec- 
ord and  are  at  the  proper  time  made  known  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  and  to  the  country.  But  applications  for  office,  or  letters  respecting 
appointments,  or  conversations  held  with  individuals  on  such  subjects 
are  not  official  proceedings,  and  can  not  by  any  means  be  made  to  par- 
take of  the  character  of  official  proceedings  tmless  after  the  nomination 
of  such  person  so  writing  or  conversing  the  President  shall  think  proper 
to  lay  such  correspondence  or  such  conversations  before  the  Senate. 
Applications  for  office  are  in  their  very  nature  confidential,  and  if  the 
reasons  assigned  for  such  applications  or  the  names  of  the  applicants 
were  communicated,  not  only  would  such  implied  confidence  be  wantonly 
violated,  but,  in  addition,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  a  mass  of  vague,  inco- 
herent, and  personal  matter  would  be  made  public  at  a  vast  consumption 
of  time,  money,  and  trouble  without  accomplishing  or  tending  in  any 
manner  to  accomplish,  as  it  appears  to  me,  any  useful  object  connected 
with  a  sotmd  and  constitutional  administration  of  the  Government  in  any 
of  its  branches. 

But  there  is  a  consideration  of  a  still  more  effective  and  lofty  character 
which  is  with  me  entirely  decisive  of  the  correctness  of  the  view  that  I 
have  taken  of  this  question.  While  I  shall  ever  evince  the  greatest  readi- 
ness to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  all  proper  infor- 
mation which  the  House  shall  deem  necessary  to  a  due  discharge  of  its 
constitutional  obligations  and  functions,  yet  it  becomes  me,  in  defense  of 
the  Canstitutioii  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  the  executive 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


,  rights,  and  duties. 
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department  from  all  encroachment 
my  judgment  a  compliance  with  the  resolution  whidi  has  beca  trans- 
mitted to  me  would  be  a  surrender  of  duties  and  powers  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  conferred  exclusii'ely  on  the  Executive,  and  therefore  SDch 
compliance  can  not  be  made  by  me  nor  by  the  heads  of  Departments  by 
my  direction.  The  appointing  power,  so  far  as  it  is  bestowed  on  the 
President  by  the  Constitution,  is  conferred  without  reseri-e  or  qualifi- 
cation. The  reason  for  the  appointment  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
appointment  rest  with  him  alone.  I  can  not  percei%'e  anyTvhere  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  any  right  conferred  on  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  hear  the  reasons  which  an  applicant  may  urge  for  an 
appointment  to  office  under  the  executive  department,  or  any  duty  rest- 
ing upon  the  House  of  Representatives  by  which  it  may  become  respon- 
sible for  any  such  appointment. 

Any  assumption  or  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativ-es  of  its  duties  and  powers  in  respect  to  appointments  by  which 
it  encroaches  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  executive  department  is  to 
the  extent  to  which  it  reaches  dangerous,  impohtic,  and  unconstitutionaL 

For  these  reasons,  so  perfectly  convincing  to  my  mind,  I  b^  leax-c 
respectfully  to  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  I  can  not  comply  with  the 
request  contained  in  the  above  resolution.  TOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Manh  25.  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives  of  Ike  United  States: 

Notwithstanding  the  urgency  with  which  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  felt  it  my  dut>-  to  press  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing the  Government  H-ith  the  means  of  discharging  its  debts  and  main- 
taining inviolate  the  pubhc  faith,  the  increasing  embarrassments  of  the 
Treasurj-  impose  upon  me  the  indispensable  obligation  of  a^iii  inciting 
your  most  serious  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  finances.  Fortunately 
for  myself  in  thus  bringing  this  important  subject  to  your  view  for  a 
deliberate  and  comprehensive  examination  in  all  its  bearings,  and  I  trust 
I  may  add  for  a  final  adjustment  of  it  to  the  common  advantage  of  the 
whole  Union,  1  am  permitted  to  approach  it  with  perfect  freedom  and 
candor.  As  few  of  the  burdens  for  which  prm-ision  is  now  required  to 
be  made  have  been  brought  upon  the  country  during  my  short  adminis- 
tration of  its  affairs,  I  ha\-e  neither  motive  nor  wish  to  make  them  a 
matter  of  crimination  against  any  of  my  predecessors.  I  am  disposed  to 
regard,  as  1  am  bound  to  treat,  them  as  fatts  which  can  not  now  be 
undone,  and  as  deeply  interesting  to  us  all.  and  equally  imposing  upon 
all  the  most  solemn  duties;  and  the  only  use  I  would  make  of  the  errors 
of  the  past  is  by  a  careful  examination  of  their  causes  and  character  to 
avoid  if  possible  the  repetition  of  them  in  future.  The  condition  of 
the  country-,  indeed,  is  such  as  may  well  airest  the  conflict  of  putiea. 
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The  conviction  seems  at  length  to  have  made  its  way  to  the  minds  of  all 
that  the  disproportion  between  the  public  responsibilities  and  the  means 
provided  for  meeting  them  is  no  casual  nor  transient  evil.  It  is,  on  the 
contrary,  one  which  for  some  years  to  come,  notwithstanding  a  resort  to 
all  reasonable  retrenchments  and  the  constant  progress  of  the  country 
in  population  and  productive  power,  must  continue  to  increase  under 
existing  laws,  unless  we  consent  to  give  up  or  impair  all  our  defenses  in 
war  and  peace.  But  this  is  a  thought  which  I  am  persuaded  no  patriotic 
mind  would  for  a  moment  entertain.  Without  affecting  an  alarm,  which 
I  do  not  feel,  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations,  it  may  safely  be  aflSrmed 
that  they  are  in  a  state  too  critical  and  involve  too  many  momentous 
issues  to  permit  us  to  neglect  in  the  least,  much  less  to  abandon  entirely, 
those  means  of  asserting  our  rights  without  which  negotiation  is  without 
dignity  and  peace  without  security. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  it  is  estimated  that  after 
exhausting  all  the  probable  resources  of  the  year  there  will  remain  a 
deficit  of  about  $14,000,000.  With  a  view  partly  to  a  permanent  sys- 
tem of  revenue  and  partiy  to  immediate  rehef  from  actual  embarrass- 
ment, that  officer  recommended,  together  with  a  plan  for  establishing  a 
Government  exchequer,  some  expedients  of  a  more  temporary  character, 
viz,  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  and  the  extension  of  the  time  for 
which  the  loan  authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  act  of  the  last  session 
should  be  taken.  Congress  accordingly  provided  for  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000,  but  subject  to  the  condition  that 
they  should  not  be  paid  away  below  par. 

No  measure  connected  with  the  last  of  the  two  objects  above  men- 
tioned was  introduced  until  recently  into  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Should  the  loan  bill  now  pending  before  that  body  pass  into  a  law  for 
its  present  amount,  there  would  still  remain  a  deficit  of  $2,500,000.  It 
requires  no  argument  to  show  that  such  a  condition  of  the  Treasury  is 
incompatible  not  only  with  a  high  state  of  public  credit,  but  with  any- 
thing approaching  to  efficiency  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  It  must 
be  obvious  even  to  the  most  inexperienced  minds  that,  to  say  nothing  of 
any  particular  exigency,  actual  or  imminent,  there  should  be  at  all  times 
in  the  Treasury  of  a  great  nation,  with  a  view  to  contingencies  of  ordinary 
occurrence,  a  surplus  at  least  equal  in  amount  to  the  above  deficiency. 
But  that  deficiency,  serious  as  it  would  be  in  itself,  will,  I  am  compelled 
to  say,  rather  be  increased  than  diminished  without  the  adoption  of 
measures  adequate  to  correct  the  evil  at  once.  The  stagnation  of  trade 
and  business,  in  some  degree  incident  to  the  derangement  of  the  national 
finances  and  the  state  of  the  revenue  laws,  holds  out  but  little  prospect  of 
relief,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  for  some  time  to  come. 

Under  such  circumstances  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  meeting  the  crias  with  a  vigor  and  decision  which  it  imperatively 
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demands  at  the  hands  of  all  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  public  aSaiis.* 
The  grav-ity  of  the  evil  calls  for  a  remedy  proportioned  to  it.  No  slight 
palliatives  or  occasional  expedients  will  give  the  country-  the  relief  it 
needs.  Such  measures,  on  the  contrary,  will  in  the  end,  as  is  now  tnani-  ■ 
fest  to  all.  loo  surely  multiply  its  embarrassments.  Relying,  i 
bound  to  do.  on  the  representatives  of  a  people  rendered  iUnstiioiU 
among  nations  by  having  paid  off  its  whole  public  debt.  I  shall  not' 
shrink  from  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of 
pointing  out  such  measures  as  nnll  in  my  opinion  insure  adequate  relief. 
I  ara  the  more  encouraged  to  recommend  the  course  which  necessity 
exacts  by  the  confidence  which  I  have  in  its  complete  succes.  The 
resources  of  the  country  in  everj-thing  that  constitutes  the  wealth  and 
Strength  of  nations  are  so  abundant,  the  spirit  of  a  most  industrious, 
enterprising,  and  inlelligent  people  is  so  energetic  and  elastic,  that  the 
Government  will  be  without  the  shadow  of  excuse  for  ils  delinquenc>' 
if  the  difficulties  which  now  embarrass  it  be  not  speedily  and  eSectoally  . 
removed. 

From  present  indications  it  is  hardly  doubtful  that  Congress  will  fi 
it  necessary  to  lay  additional  duties  on  imports  in  order  to  meet  the  o 
nary  current  expenses  of  the  Government.      In  the  exercise  of  a  sound  I 
discrimination  having  reference  to  revenue,  but  at  the  same  lime  nece*-  \ 
sarily  affording  incidental  protection  to  mauufacluring  industry,  it  seems  * 
equally  probable  thai  duties  on  some  articles  of  importation  will  have 
to  be  advanced  above  20  per  cent.      In  performing  this  important  work 
of  revising  the  tariff  of  duties,  which  in  the  present  emergency  would 
seem  to  be  indispensable,  I  can  not  too  strongly  recommend  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  spirit  of  mutual  harmony  and  concession,  to  which  the  Go\tni- 
ment  itself  owes  its  origin,  and  without  the  continued  exercise  of  whidi 
jarriDg  and  discord  would  universally  prevail. 

An  additional  reason  for  the  increase  of  duties  in  some  instances 
beyond  the  rate  of  20  per  cent  will  exist  in  fulfilUug  the  recommen- 
dations  already  made,  and  now  repeated,  of  making  adequate  appropria- 
tions for  the  defenses  of  the  country. 

By  the  express  provision  of  the  act  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  its  operation  is  ipso  JaetoXa 
cease  so  soon  as  the  rate  of  the  duties  shall  exceed  the  limits  prescribed 
in  the  act. 

In  recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  for  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  pubhc  lands  among  the  States  at  the  commencement  o(  the 
last  ses»on  of  Congress  such  distribution  was  urged  bj-  arguments  and 
considerations  which  appeared  to  me  then  and  appear  lo  me  now  o( 
great  weight,  and  was  placed  on  the  condition  that  it  should  not  render 
necessary  any  departure  from  the  act  of  1833.  It  is  with  sincere  r 
that  1  now  perceive  the  necessity  of  departing  from  that  act,  beca 
am  well  aware  that  expectations  justly  cutertsiued  by  some  of  Uu:  S 
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will  be  disappointed  by  any  occasion  which  shall  withhold  from  them 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  But  the  condition  was  plainly  expressed  in  the 
message  and  was  inserted  in  terms  equally  plain  in  the  law  itself,  and 
amidst  the  embarrassments  which  surround  the  country  on  all  sides 
and  beset  both  the  General  and  the  State  Governments  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  object  first  and  highest  in  importance  is  to  establish  the  credit 
of  this  Government  and  to  place  it  on  durable  foundations,  and  thus 
afFord  the  most  effectual  support  to  the  credit  of  the  States,  equal  at 
least  to  what  it  would  receive  from  a  direct  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

When  the  distribution  law  was  passed  there  was  reason  to  anticipate 
that  there  soon  would  be  a  real  surplus  to  distribute.  On  that  assump- 
tion it  was  in  my  opinion  a  wise,  a  just,  and  a  beneficent  measure.  But  to 
continue  it  in  force  while  there  is  no  such  stuplus  to  distribute  and  when 
it  is  manifestly  necessary  not  only  to  increase  the  duties,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  borrow  money  in  order  to  liquidate  the  public  debt  and  disem- 
barrass the  public  Treasury,  would  cause  it  to  be  regarded  as  an  unwise 
alienation  of  the  best  security  of  the  public  creditor,  which  would  with 
diflSculty  be  excused  and  could  not  be  justified. 

Causes  of  no  ordinary  chaiacter  have  recently  depressed  American 
credit  in  the  stock  market  of  the  world  to  a  degree  quite  unprecedented. 
I  need  scarcely  mention  the  condition  of  the  banking  institutions  of  some 
of  the  States,  the  vast  amotmt  of  foreign  debt  contracted  during  a  period 
of  wild  speculation  by  corporations  and  individuals,  and,  above  all,  the 
doctrine  of  repudiation  of  contracts  solemnly  entered  into  by  States, 
which,  although  as  yet  applied  only  under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar 
character  and  generally  rebuked  with  severity  by  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  is  yet  so  very  licentious  and,  in  a  Government  depending 
wholly  on  opinion,  so  very  alarming  that  the  impression  made  by  it  to 
our  disadvantage*  as  a  pepple  is  anything  but  surprising.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  imperatively  due  from  us  to  the  people  whom  we  rep- 
resent that  when  we  go  into  the  money  market  to  contract  a  loan  we 
should  tender  such  securities  as  to  cause  the  money  lender,  as  well  at 
home  as  abroad,  to  feel  that  the  most  propitious  opportunity  is  afforded 
him  of  investing  profitably  and  judiciously  his  capital.  A  government 
which  has  paid  off  the  debts  of  two  wars,  waged  with  the  most  powerful 
nation  of  modem  times,  should  not  be  brought  to  the  necessity  of  chaf- 
fering for  terms  in  the  money  market.  Under  such  circumstances  as  I 
have  adverted  to  our  object  should  be  to  produce  with  the  capitalist  a 
feeling  of  entire  cojifidence,  by  a  tender  of  that  sort  of  sectuity  which 
in  all  times  past -has  been  esteemed  sufficient,  and  which  for  the  small 
amount  of  oiif  proposed  indebtedness  will  unhesitatingly  be  regarded  as 
amply  ad^i^ate.  While  a  pledge  of  all  the  revenues  amounts  to  no 
more  th^h  is  implied  in  every  instance  when  the  Government  contracts 
a  df&t|  and  although  it  ought  in  ordinary  circumstances  to  be  entirely 
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satisfactory,  yet  in  times  like  these  the  capitalist  would  feel  better  sattv^^H 
&ed  nnth  the  pledge  of  a  specific  fund,  ample  in  magnitude  to  the  paf- 
meat  of  his  interest  and  ultimate  reimbursement  of  his  principal.  Such 
is  the  character  of  the  land  fund.  The  most  ligilant  money  dealer  will 
readily  perceive  that  not  only  will  his  interest  be  secure  on  such  a  pledge, 
but  that  a  debt  of  $18,000,000  or  $20,000,000  would  by  the  surplus  of 
sales  over  and  abo\'e  the  pajiuent  of  the  interest  be  extinguished  within 
any  reasonable  time  fixed  for  its  redemption.  To  relieve  the  Treas- 
ury from  its  embarrassments  and  to  aid  in  meeting  its  requi^tions  until 
time  is  allowed  for  any  new  tariff  of  duties  to  become  available,  it  would 
seem  to  be  necessarj-  to  fund  a  debt  approaching  to  $15,000,000;  and  in 
order  to  place  the  negotiation  of  the  loan  bej'ond  a  reasonable  doubt  I 
submit  to  Congress  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
should  not  be  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  soch 
sales  to  purchase  the  stock,  when  it  can  be  procured  on  such  terms  as 
will  render  it  beneficial  in  that  way,  to  extinguish  the  debt  and  prevent 
the  acciunulation  of  such  surplus  while  its  distribution  is  suspended. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  were  the  Federal  Treasurj-  now  as  prosperxius 
as  it  was  ten  years  ago  and  its  fiscal  operations  conducted  by  an  efficient 
agency  of  its  own,  coextensi\e  with  the  Union,  the  embarrassments  of 
the  States  and  corporations  in  them  would  produce,  even  if  they  contin- 
ued as  they  are  (were  that  possible),  effects  far  less  disastrous  than  those 
now  experienced.  It  is  the  disorder  here,  at  the  heart  and  center  of  the 
system,  that  paralyzes  and  deranges  every  part  of  it.  VMio  does  not 
know  the  permanent  importance,  not  to  the  Federal  Government  alone, 
but  to  every  State  and  every  individual  within  its  jurisdiction,  ev-eu  in 
their  most  independent  and  isolated  iiidivndual  pursuits,  of  the  preser- 
vation of  a  sound  state  of  public  opinion  and  a  judicious  administration 
here?  The  sympathy  is  instantaneous  and  uni\'ersal.  To  attempt  to 
remedy  the  evil  of  the  deranged  credit  and  currency  of  the  States  while 
the  disease  is  allowed  to  rage  in  the  vitals  of  this  Government  would  be 
a  hopeless  imdertaking. 

It  is  the  full  convHction  of  this  truth  which  emboldens  me  most  ear- 
nestly to  recommend  to  your  early  and  serious  consideration  the  measures 
now  submitted  to  your  better  judgment,  as  well  as  those  to  which  your 
attention  has  been  already  incited.  The  first  great  want  of  the  country, 
that  without  answering  which  all  attempts  at  bettering  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  will  prove  fruitless,  is  a  complete  restoration  of  the  credit 
and  finances  of  the  Federal  Gov-emment.  The  source  and  foundatton 
of  all  credit  is  in  the  confidence  which  the  G<n'emnient  inspires,  and  jnst 
in  proportion  as  that  confidence  shall  be  shaken  or  ijjminished  will  be 
the  distrust  among  all  classes  of  the  community  and  the  dcraogemeiit 
and  demoraUzation  in  every  branch  of  business  aud  all  the  interests  of 
the  country.     Keep  up  the  standard  of  good  faith  and  punctuality  to  the 
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operations  of  the  General  Government,  and  all  partial  irregularities  and 
disorders  will  be  rectified  by  the  influence  of  its  example;  but  suffer  that 
standard  to  be  debased  or  disturbed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  to  what 
a  degree  of  degradation  and  confusion  all  financial  interests,  public  and 
private,  may  sink.  In  such  a  country  as  this  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  only  to  will  it,  and  the  public  credit  will  be  as  high  as  it 
ever  was. 

My  own  views  of  the  measures  calculated  to  effect  this  great  and  desir- 
able object  I  have  thus  frankly  expressed  to  Congress  under  circtunstances 
which  give  to  the  entire  subject  a  peculiar  and  solemn  interest.  The 
Executive  can  do  no  more.  If  the  credit  of  the  country  be  exposed 
to  question,  if  the  pubhc  defenses  be  broken  down  or  weakened,  if  the 
whole  administration  of  pubUc  affairs  be  embarrassed  for  want  of  the  nec- 
essary means  for  conducting  them  with  vigor  and  effect,  I  trust  that  this 
department  of  the  Government  will  be  found  to  have  done  all  that  was 
in  its  power  to  avert  such  evils,  and  will  be  acquitted  pf  all  just  blame 
on  account  of  them.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  ^5,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  i8th  February,  1842. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  jo,  1842. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  two  extracts  from  a  note  of 
the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  RepubUc  of  Texas  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  Department  of  State,  one  suggesting  in  behalf  of  his 
Government  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  will  impart  greater  facility  to  the  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
particularly  to  that  which  passes  across  their  frontier,  and  the  other 
expressing  a  desire  for  some  regulation  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
by  means  of  which  the  communication  by  post  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas  may  be  improved. 

As  the  wishes  of  the  Texan  Government  in  relation  to  those  subjects 
can  only  be  gratified  by  means  of  laws  to  be  passed  by  Congress,  they 
are  accordingly  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  two  Houses. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

*  Transmitting  list  of  agents,  etc.,  employed  by  the  Navy  Department  without  express  authority 
of  law,  etc 
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To  the  Senate:  WashisgTOs.  April  r.  1S42. 

In  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  Ju] 
1841,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  from  the  Department  of  War. 

JOHN  TYLER.  J 


Washington,  April  /,  iS^g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Untied  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  zist  of  March,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  communication  f  from  the  SecielaTy 


of  the  Na\'y. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  April  4,  1S4J.  B 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates:  ^ 

In  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  2ist  March,  1842,  I  herewith  communicate  a  report!  from  the 


Secretary  of  State. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washtngton,  April  7,  1842.* 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herennth  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  a 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners appointed  to  explore  and  sun-ey  the  boundary'  line  between 
the  Stales  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  and  the  adjoining  British  Prov- 
inces, together  with  the  report  of  the  operations  of  that  commission  to 
the  31st  ultimo,  and  a  profile  of  the  meridian  line  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix.  River  as  far  as  suri-eyed,  illustrative  of  the  report. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 


Department  of  State. 
Waskinglon,  March  jr. 


Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  0/ State. 

Sir:  By  directions  of  the  lioard  of  comniissioticn  for  exploring  ami  snrveying 
northeastern  btraniian,-,  I  have  handed  you  the  papers  hereinafter  specified,  tiz: 

1.  The  report  of  the  operations  of  the  commission  up  to  the  present  dAte. 

7.  A  profile  of  the  meridian  line  of  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  as  far  as  wmxyed. 
intended  to  illustrate  the  reporL 

J.  A  portfolio  of  drawings  intended  for  tbe  same  purpose. 


Hi 
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4.  A  roll  marked  Appendix  No.  i,  containing  the  narrative  of  the  field'bperations 
of  the  division  of  Professor  Renwick. 

5.  A  tin  case  containing  the  detail  of  the  snrve}^  of  the  division  of  Professor 
Renwick. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  said  papers,  I  am 
directed  respectfully  to  suggest  that  all  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  lay  before 
Congress  are  the  items  i  and  2,  which,  with  a  general  map  now  in  preparation,  will 
contain  all  that  will  be  of  any  general  public  interest. 

The  portfolio  (No.  3)  and  the  box  of  maps  and  profiles  (No.  5)  should  remain  on 
file  in  the  Department;  and  while  a  part  of  the  drawings  in  the  former  may  be  useful 
for  illustration,  the  latter  will  be  superseded  by  the  general  map,  in  which  will  be 
embodied  all  that  they  contain  of  importance  to  the  question  at  issue. 

Appendix  No.  i,  specified  as  No.  4  in  the  above  list,  will  probably  be  demanded 
hereafter  to  give  authenticity  to  the  conclusions  of  the  report  (No.  i).  It  ought 
not,  however,  to  be  communicated  until  the  Appendices  Nos.  2  and  3,  containing  the 
operations  of  the  divisions  of  Messrs.  Graham  and  Talcott,  are  handed  in;  and  of 
the  three  no  more  than  a  limited  number  of  copies  will  be  useful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  RENWICK. 

Chairman. 

Report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  surveying  and  exploring  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  and  the  British  Provinces, 

Washington,  March  28, 1842. 
Hon.  Danibi,  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Sir:  The  duties  assigned  to  the  undersigned  by  the  instructions  of  your  prede- 
cessor were  twofold: 

First.  To  exi^ore  and  survey  the  lines  respectively  claimed  by  the  Governments  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Second.  To  examine  and  report  upon  the  arguments  contained  in  the  report  of 
Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  for  foreign  affairs  under  date  of  i6th  April,  1840. 

I. 

In  order  to  the  more  exact  and  successful  performance  of  the  duties  included 
under  the  first  of  the  above  heads,  the  boundary  line  was  divided  by  their  instructions 
into  three  separate  portions,  one  of  which  was  assigned  to  each  of  the  commissioners; 
and  while  they  were  instructed  to  assemble  in  a  board  for  the  purpose  of  comparing 
their  respective  surveys,  in  view  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  included  in  the 
second  of  the  above  divisions  their  explorations  have  been  separately  conducted. 
Each  of  the  commissioners  has  employed  the  methods  and  course  of  action  most 
appropriate  in  hia  opinion  to  the  successful  fulfillment  of  his  appointed  task,  and 
the  nature  of  the  surveys  assigned  to  one  of  them  has  been  of  a  character  widely  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  his  colleagpies.  The  commissioners,  therefore,  while  uniting  in 
a  general  report  of  the  progress  made  up  to  this  time  in  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, beg  leave  to  submit,  in  the  form  of  appendices,  the  narrative  of  their  several 
operations,  with  so  much  of  the  records  of  their  observations  and  calculations  as 
they  have  tevtraUy  judged  necesiary  to  authenticate  the  conclusions  at  which  they 
have  arrived. 

M  P— VOX,  XV— 8 
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Tlic  progresawfak^  tusbecmnBdcinlheUboiraaf  Ilieci 
at  this  tine  to  Uj  before  yoa— 

I.  A  descHptioQ  of  the  phvdcal  features  of  the  disputed  tenitoiy. 

1.  A  comparisoti  of  the  heights  of  Ibe  line  claimed  br  the  United  Stales  widi 
lho«e  of  the  hoe  styled  the  "axis  of  maximum  eleratkm"  hy  SletsTt.  Vt  illx  iihai 
haugh  and  Madge,  la  laying  the  latter  before  jtm  ther  hare,  ia  ocder  to  Bt«id 
delay,  made  use  in  pan  of  the  published  results  obtained  bj  those  genUenen.  aad 
although  they  have  already  detected  eirms  in  theii  iiifemices  they  do  not  i  mniili  i 
that  by  accepting  them  for  the  moment  as  the  basis  of  comporisoa  they  ^m  he 
accused  of  exhibitiog  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Biitxia  in  an  nn&nMsbte  V^UL 

I.— Desouptios  op  the  Disptted  Terkitory. 

The  seacoast  of  the  State  of  Maine  is  n^ged  and  hilly.  The  prinntiTc  rocks  cf 
which  its  geological  structore  is  chiefly  composed  aiE  btoten  itito  ridges  which  nm 
parallel  to  the  great  streams,  and  therefore  in  a  direction  from  north  to  south.  These 
tidges  tenninate  in  an  irr^tilar  line,  which  to  the  ea^  of  the  Peoobscot  may  be 
identified  nearly  with  the  military  road  to  Honllon.  From  the  noitbeRi  soamnt 
of  these  ridges  an  extensive  view  of  the  disputed  territory  can  in  many  places  be 
obtained.  This  is  the  case  at  the  military  V^  ^'  Hoolton,  whence  a  wide  extent  of 
conntry  may  be  seen.  A  still  moie  perfect  i-iew  may  be  obtained  inyta  the  «»■■■«■"< 
of  Parts  Hill,  at  a  ptiint  about  400  yards  south  of  the  road  front  HoohoD  to  Wood- 
(tock  and  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  exploring  meridian  line.  At  the  time  lAea 
that  line  was  run  by  the  British  and  American  sorveyor^  under  the  fifth  article  of  tbe 
treaty  of  Ghent,  the  top  of  this  hill  waa  cov«red  with  wood,  and  they  woe  obliged 
to  content  themselves  with  the  view  &om  Park's  barn,  which  is  at  Ie*st  aoofcel 
beneath  the  mtnmit.  At  the  present  moment  the  latter  is  cleared,  and  the  view  bcm 
west-si>ath(resl  to  northeast  is  onimpeded  except  by  a  single  clump  of  trees,  wbidi 
cats  off  the  view  for  a  few  d^rees  in  the  northwest  direction;  but  by  a  ctiatige  of 
positioa  every  part  of  the  horizon  between  these  points  is  to  be  seen.  Toward  the 
west  are  seen  ridges  parallel  to  the  Penobscot,  over  which  Eatahdin  towers  to  a  great 
height,  bearing  by  compass  N.  85°  W.  In  a  direcdon  N.  75°  Vt.  are  seen  two  di»- 
taut  peaks,  one  of  which  was  identified  as  the  Traveller.  All  of  these  cminenoes 
lie  south  of  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  tiorth-northwest  directiaa 
there  appear  two  ridges  of  oomparativcly  small  elevation,  which  weie  pointed  out 
as  the  Aroostook  Mountains,  but  have  Muce  been  ascertained  to  lie  near  the  aourcea 
of  the  Meduxnikeag.     These  lie  in  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain  in  1S17. 

Between  these  and  the  other  mountains  there  is  evidently  DO  cootKCtiotL,  and  Oie 
test  of  the  country,  as  seen  from  the  hill,  bears  Ibe  aspect  of  a  wooded  pUIo.  It 
will  be  sofiicient  to  refer  to  this  view  to  be  satisfied  that  all  tbc  itnpressioos  whicfa 
have  been  circulated  of  a  continocnis  chain  of  elevations  exteodii^  along  the  Une 
claimed  by  Great  Britain  are  ntterly  fallacious. 

Toward  the  north  the  countiy  exhibits  the  same  general  features.  One  rat  md 
apparently  unbroken  plain  extends  to  the  ntmost  limits  of  the  visible  tuniaoo.  to 
the  midst  of  this,  and  at  a  distance  of  nearly  30  ntileSs  Uais  Hill  atcMic  btcaks  tb* 
noDotoDous  pnMpcct.  and  from  its  iiolated  positioR  assttmea  to  Ibe  eye  an  impar* 
tanoeto  whkb  rtsaltitnde  of  less  than  1,800  feet  would  not  otherwise  endtic  tt.  No 
other  enrinmoes  arc  to  be  seen  in  this  direction,  except  a  iDond  peak  bearing  a  few 
Jugrma  west  of  north  aad  aoaie  distant  ridges  about  an  equal  distanoe  to  tile  laat. 
Tbe  Got  of  theae  ha*  been  Mcertained  by  the  sarveys  of  Hajor  Grkban  to  be  •■ 
■aolaled  hill  near  the  peak  known  as  QoaqBajo.  The  eastern  ridges  toe  {MohaUy 
tboae  measnml  between  the  Tobvqae  and  the  Bay  d  Chaleors  by  the  Bdtiafa  co«n- 
miMiown,  A  sketch  of  this  view  from  Parks  Bin  ii  knnezed  to  the  Rpntt,  sad 
iMt  M7  donbt  tw  entcrtsiacd  of  ita  ucsncj  it  a  fcopa  to  Mate  tbtt  the  OBMliMi^.  t 


John  Tyler  115 

vision  was  not  relied  npon,  but  that  the  outlines  were  carefully  delineated  by  means 
of  the  camera  lucida. 

From  this  view  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  northern  part  of  the  admitted  posses- 
sions of  the  United  States  to  the  east  of  the  Penobscot  and  the  disputed  territory  as 
far  as  visible  constitnte  a  vast  table-land  slightly  inclined  toward  the  southeast. 

On  descendin^j^  into  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  the  appearances  change.  The  table- 
land is  cut  to  a  great  depth  by  that  stream,  and  from  its  bed  the  broken  edges  of  the 
great  plain  look  like  ridges  whose  height  is  exaggerated  to  the  senses  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  densely  clothed  with  wood.  The  same  is  the  case  with  all  the 
branches  of  this  river,  which  also  cut  the  table-land  to  greater  or  less  depths  accord- 
ing to  their  distance  from  the  stream  into  which  they  discharge  themselves. 

The  want  of  a  true  highland  or  mountainous  character  in  this  region  is  obvi- 
ous from  the  aspect  it  presents  in  the  two  different  points  of  view.  Mountainous 
regions  are  most  imposing  when  seen  from  a  distance  and  from  heights.  On  a  nearer 
approach,  and  from  the  valleys  which  intersect  them,  the  elevations,  so  important  in 
the  distant  view,  are  hidden  by  their  own  slopes  or  lose  the  appearance  of  relative 
elevation  in  consequence  of  the  absolute  heights  of  the  valleys  themselves.  In  con- 
formity with  this  character,  the  line  claimed  by  the  United  States  for  the  most  part 
presents,  when  seen  at  a  distance,  the  appearance  of  lofty  and  deeply  serrated  ridges, 
while  to  one  who  traverses  it  it  is  a  lab3rrinth  of  lakes,  morasses,  and  short  but  steep 
elevations  which  hide  its  peaks  from  the  valleys  and  streams. 

The  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  when  seen  from  a  distance  is 
as  level  as  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  with  no  greater  appearance  of  elevation  and  depres- 
sion than  would  represent  its  billows;  while,  seen  from  its  own  valleys,  the  heights 
assume  an  importance  which  their  elevation  above  the  valleys  when  actually  meas- 
ured does  not  warrant.  The  characteristics  of  the  region  through  which  the  line  of 
Messrs.  Mudge  and  Peatherstonhaugh  passes  are  therefore  the  opposite  of  those 
usually  remarked  in  highland  countries,  while  those  of  the  line  claimed  by  the 
United  States  are  the  same  as  are  always  observed'in  such  regions. 

This  character  of  a  table-land  deeply  cut  by  streams  is  well  exhibited  in  the  section 
of  their  "axis  of  maximum  elevation**  by  the  British  commissioners.  In  that  will 
be  seen  the  mountains  near  the  source  of  the  Aroostook,  Alleguash,  and  Penobscot  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  the  Tobique  on  the  other,  while  the  intervening  space  is  occu- 
pied by  a  curve  resembling  an  inverted  arch,  of  which  the  St.  John  occupies  the 
keystone.  In  a  country  of  this  character  any  line  whatever  would  present  the  appear- 
ance of  a  succession  of  eminences,  and  might  by  as  liberal  a  construction  of  the  term 
as  has  been  made  by  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Peatherstonhaugh  be  called  highlands. 

The  sameness  of  this  general  character  is  broken  only  by  a  single  chain  of  hills.* 
This  is  a  prolongation  of  Mars  Hill  toward  the  north,  and,  being  both  of  less  height 
and  breadth  than  that  mountain,  is  hidden  by  it  from  the  view  of  a  spectator  on 
Parks  Hill.  Mars  Hill  is  itself  an  isolated  eminence,  and  is  in  fact  nearly  an  island, 
for  the  Presque  Isle  and  Gissiguit  rivers,  running  the  one  to  the  north  and  the  other 
to  the  south  of  it,  have  branches  which  take  their  rise  in  the  same  swamp  on  its  north- 
western side.  To  the  north  of  the  Des  Chutes  the  ground  again  rises,  and  although 
cut  by  several  streams,  and  particularly  by  the  Aroostook,  the  chain  is  prolonged 
by  isolated  eminences  as  far  as  the  White  Rapids,  below  the  Grand  Falls  of  the  St. 
John,  where  it  crosses  that  river.  It  may  thence  be  traced  in  a  northern  direction 
to  the  Sugar  Ix)af  Mountain,  on  the  Wagansis  portage,  where  it  terminates. 

To  this  broken  chain  belongs  the  elevation  of  918  feet  given  by  Messrs.  Mudge 
and  Peatherstonhaugh  to  an  eminence  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Aroostook  Falls. 
An  accurate  profile  of  so  many  of  these  eminences  as  fall  in  the  line  of  the  connected 
meridian  is  herewith  submitted.  This  chain  of  eminences  is  not  prolonged  to  the 
westward,  as  it  is  entirely  unconnected  with  any  other  height  aspiring  to  the  name 
of  moimtain  in  that  direction. 

*  A  thiia  is  made  up  of  monntains  whose  bases  touch  each  other.  ^Balbi. 
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It  u  not  in  ■oy  sense  a  diriding  ridgv,  beitig  cat  br  all  ibe  Mrcams  in  the  i 
and  in  particular  to  a  gnat  depth  by  tbe  St.  John  and  the  Aroostook. 

A  section  oT  this  line  was  given  in  a  Tcport  to  the  Bntisb  ooamiMStoaeT  nader  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  by  Colonel  Bonchette,  the  stmrjor-gcnenl  of 
the  Province  of  Canada.  His  heights  were  determined  by  the  baroinetct,  and  esti- 
mated from  the  assumed  level  of  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Cnxx. 

It  would  now  appear  that  the  section  of  Colonel  Boochette  is  veer  inaocmatt,  and  ' 

that  the  heights  as  reported  by  bin  oie  not  only  much  beyond  the  tnitfa,  but  Ihat 
tbc  continually  ascending  slope  ascribed  by  him  to  tbe  country  from  the  nmuuiueat  i 

at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croii  to  the  point  where  the  iloe  north  line  cn>Me«  the  SL 
John  is  entirely  erroneons.  He,  however,  adroitly  availed  btmseU  of  this 
section  to  attempt  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  continuous  chain  of 
Eatahdin  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  St.  John,  and  tbence  aronad  Ibe 
branches  of  the  Restigouche  until  it  met  the  heights  rising  from  tlK  north  ibarc 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleuts.  For  this  reason  his  view  taken  from  ftrk's  bam  aod  llnC 
made  by  Mr.  Odel)  from  tbe  same  point  were  urged  for  admissioo  as  eridence  oo 
oath  by  the  British  agent,  and  the  map  of  Mr.  Johnson,  which  contradicted  tUa 
eridence.  was  carefully  excluded.  It  can  not  be  concealed  that  could  ColoDel  Bo«- 
cbette's  idea  founded  on  erroneous  premises  have  been  established  .by  indispotable 
facts  it  would  have  been  the  most  fatal  argument  that  has  ever  been  adduced  against 
the  American  claim,  for  be  would  have  argued  that  the  meridian  line  of  the  St. 
Croix  would  at  Mars  Hilt  have  first  intersected  highlands  which,  risiug  from  the 
north  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chalenrs,  would  have  appeared  to  divide  until  within  a  lew 
miles  of  the  Grand  Falls  of  the  St.  John  waters  which  fall  into  the  St.  Lawreooe 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  and  would  have  been  the  south  bomndaiy  of 
tbc  Province  of  Quebec. 

Mars  Hill  would  then  have  appeared  to  be  in  tmtb  as  well  as  in  claim  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  although  the  rest  of  tbe  line  wouU 
not  have  falfiUed  the  conditions,  tbe  United  States  might  by  an  arbitrator  have  been 
compelled  to  accept  this  point  as  the  b^mning  of  their  boundary.  Nor.  in  the  raex- 
plored  state  of  the  country,  is  it  by  any  meajis  certain  that  the  .\mencaa  agent,  who 
does  not  seem  to  have  seen  the  drift  of  the  proceedings  of  Colonel  Boncbette,  wenU 
have  been  prepared  with  the  adverse  facts,  which  are  now  known  to  be  nndeniaMe. 
It  may  therefore  he  considered  (ortnnate  for  the  claim  of  the  United  States  that  the 
(urvey  was  afterwards  intrusted  to  a  survej'or  who,  in  pursuit  of  the  doable  object  of 
encroachment  on  the  United  States  and  the  enlargement  of  his  ostire  Prorincc  at 
the  expense  of  Canada,  signally  failed  in  the  proof  of  either  of  his  posttkias. 

The  knowledge  now  acquired  sbows  tbat  tbe  idea  of  Cotonel  Boucbctte  is  nitsBp- 
ported  by  the  facts  of  the  case,  for  the  highlands  which  rise  from  the  tutth  shote  of 
the  Bay  of  Cbaleurs  do  not  meet  tlioee  in  which  the  most  southerly  bnmdi  of  tbe 
Restigouche  takes  its  rise. 

Tbe  British  commissioner^  although  they  give  a  profile  of  this  ridge,  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  examined  it  except  at  Mars  Hill,  near  the  Aroostook,  atid  at  tbc  Grand 
Falls  of  tbe  SL  John.  It  must  be  remarked  that  these  profiles  i  the  original  one  of 
Colonel  Bouchette  and  that  exhibited  by  themselves )  are  contrasted — one  British 
atrthority  with  another — for  tbe  purpose  of  inralidating  tbe  ground  on  which  the 
American  claim  u  founded. 

It  is  not  our  businesa  to  reconcile  these  oooflicting  authorities,  but  it  is  ow  duty 
to  recall  the  recollectians  of  tbe  fact  that  no  part  of  the  .\DieTican  argnmcnt  hnd 
before  tbe  Eiag  of  Ibe  Netbetlanda  was  fonnded  on  thb  or  any  other  cfljinate  of 
heights.  Many  elevations,  indeed,  were  mcaanrcd  with  gnal  puns  on  tbe  part  of 
Ibe  Americans  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain. 

On  behalf  of  the  United  States  Captain  pBftridge  mode  inanj>  Inrometiic  obaerr^ 
lisos  while  Ur.  Johtuom  took,  aa  cxtcoaive  vena  of  vatJal  unl  '     ~ 
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His  opentioiis  were  performed  in  the  presence  x>f  Mr.  Odell,  the  surveyor  on  behalf 
of  Great  Britain,  who  doutitless  made  similar  ones,  as  he  visited  the  same  stations 
with  a  better  instrument  and  for  the  same  avowed  purpose.  Mr.  Odeirs  observations 
were  not  presented  by  the  British  agent,  and  those  of  Mr.  Johnson  were  objected  to. 
If  received,  they  would  have  set  aside  the  pretensions  that  a  continuous  ridge  of 
mountains  existed  between  the  Metjarmette  portage  and  Mars  Hill.  They  are,  how- 
ever, superseded  by  the  operations  of  the  undersigned,  which  have  yielded  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  no  chain  of  highlands  in  the  sense  of  the  British  commissioners, 
or  even  an  "  axis  of  maximum  elevation,**  exists  where  it  is  laid  down  on  their  map. 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  operations  of  Mr.  Johnson  had  a  decided  advantage 
in  point  of  probable  accuracy  over  theirs.  The  exploring  meridian  line  iised  as  a 
base  was  measured  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  acciu'acy,  and  from  the  three  heights 
chosen  by  him  the  whole  country  is  visible. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  course  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh  being  con- 
fined, except  where  they  ascended  Mars  Hill,  to  the  valleys  of  the  streams,  they  were 
for  the  most  part  excluded  from  a  prospect.  In  describing  the  view  from  Mars  Hill, 
however,  they  have  pictured  in  most  accurate  terms  the  true  features  of  the  country: 

**The  character  of  the  country  may  be  well  discerned  and  understood  from  this 
insulated  hill.  It  presents  to  the  eye  one  mass  of  dark  and  gloomy  forest  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  sight,  covering  by  its  umbrageous  mantle  the  principal  rivers,  minor 
streams,  and  scanty  vestiges  of  the  habitation  of  man.*' 

This  description  can  only  agree  with  that  of  a  vast  table-land  into  which  the 
streams  cut  so  deep  and  form  such  narrow  valleys  as  to  be  invisible. 

But  if  a  chain  of  highlands,  or  even  an  "axis  of  maximum  elevation,**  had  existed 
as  they  lay  it  down,  within  20  miles,  it  would  have  been  visible,  and  it  need  not  be  said 
that  they  would  not  have  failed  to  describe  it.  The  inconsistency  between  their  map 
and  this  true  and  forcible  description  of  the  features  of  the  country  is  apparent. 

The  same  general  character  of  table-land  is  found  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John 
above  the  Grand  Palls.  Its  first  important  northern  tributary  is  the  Grand  River. 
In  ascending  this  stream  the  level  of  the  table-land  is  soon  reached.  The  river  runs 
bet¥reen  banks  of  very  moderate  elevation  and  on  a  regular  slope,  and  although  run- 
ning with  great  rapidity  upon  a  pebbly  bed  it  is  yet  so  tortuous  that  while  its  distance 
from  its  mouth  to  the  Wagansis  portage  in  a  straight  line  is  no  more  than  13  miles 
the  meanders  of  its  channel  amount  to  30. 

On  the  Wagansis  portage  the  table-land  is  terminated  by  a  ridge  whose  simmiit  is 
elevated  264  feet  above  the  wagansis*  of  Grand  River.  It  was  at  first  believed  that 
this,  although  of  small  elevation,  was  a  dividing  ridge,  and  that  it  might  correspond 
to  one  construction  which  has,  although  inaccurately,  been  put  on  the  treaty  of  1783. 
This  belief  was  speedily  removed,  for  the  rivulet  on  its  northern  side  was  found  to 
be  cut  off  from  the  Restigouche  by  the  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain,  and  is  therefore  a 
branch  either  of  the  Grand  River  or  of  the  stream  which  falls  into  the  St.  John  imme- 
diately above  the  Grand  Falls.  The  height  of  land  which  divides  this  rivulet  from 
the  wagan  of  the  Restigouche  is  not  elevated  above  the  former  more  than  117  feet. 
There  is,  in  fact,  at  this  place  a  gap  5  or  6  miles  in  breadth  in  the  great  system 
of  mountains  which  extend  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  at  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs 
to  the  river  St.  Lawrence  near  the  Temiscouata  portage.  At  the  northern  verge  of 
the  table-land  which  has  been  described,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  rises 
to  the  height  of  about  1,600  feet  a  mountain  known  from  the  name  of  that  stream. 
This  is,  like  Mars  Hill,  isolated,  and  affords  an  extensive  view.  To  the  north  and 
west  the  prospect  is  bounded  by  a  continuous  line  of  horizon,  which,  instead  of  being 

*  Wagan  is  a  term  in  the  Abenaki  language  rignifying  way.  Sis  is  a  dtminutive  particle.  Wagan- 
sis is  therefore  the  little  way;  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  name  ^f  Grand  River,  the  usual 
epithet  for  the  81.  John,  has  been  improperly  apj^ed  to  the  small  stream  which  bears  it  on  the 
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obriotUl^  below  tiie  lerel  of  the  eve.  as  in  the  view  of  the  di^nited  Uriilmy  froB 
Mars  Hill,  is  evidently  of  even  greater  bed^t  tliaa  the  Green  River  Uoamsin  it^^tt 

On  entering  into  this  region  from  the  soutli  by  aay  of  tbe  navigible  tfiemua  which 
traverse  it,  it  presents  a  more  decidedly  monntaiiKiiis  cbaiacter  than  tbe  caanSxj  lo 
the  south.  The  Grunde  Ponrche  of  Restigouche  is  botdered  by  two  canttBBOOS 
chains  of  mountains,  rising  when  it  first  issaes  from  them  to  the  hei^t  of  ■  tban- 
sand  feet  above  its  surface.  Tbe  stream  having  a  rapid  fall,  the  idalivc  devBtioa 
becomes  le^  until,  in  the  neighborfaood  of  the  lake  in  which  its  nonh  bcaach  fsA 
collects  its  watfrs.  the  relative  elevation  is  not  more  than  foor  or  five  hsiidied  fetL 

On  traversing  this  elevated  conntry  it  presents  a  different  aspect  bvxa  wlm  it 
seen  either  from  a  distance  or  where  it  is  entered  from  the  rivers.  Freqnetil  rtdges 
are  crossed;  the  tops  of  these  are  often  occupied  by  swamps  filled  with  «  thick 
growth  of  cedars.  Deep  and  small  basins  occur,  which  are  occnpied  by  takes  that 
give  rise  to  rivers  flowing  to  the  St.  Lawrence  or  to  the  SL  John.  These  are  inter- 
mingled with  thickets  of  dwarf  spruce,  and  the  streams  are  sometimes  bofdered  by 
marshes  covered  by  low  alders,  and  sometimes  cut  deep  into  rocky  cfaamKls.  In  this 
apparent  labyrinth  one  positive  circumstance  marks  tile  line  of  division,  or  the  liae 
height  of  land-.  Tbe  streams  which  run  to  tbe  St.  John  are  all  of  the  first  deacrip- 
tioD —sluggish — while  those  which  discharge  tbemselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  are 
rapid,  and  have  the  character  of  torrtnts. 

On  tbe  western  side  of  the  disputed  territory  are  ridges  of  roAy  hills  mmtiag 
neaily  north  and  south,  and  thus  tending  toward  the  St.  Lawrence,  wfaidi  they  in 
some  places  reach  and  shut  out  the  view  of  the  interior. 

It  thus  becomes  difficult  to  find  a  station  whence  the  heights  of  land  can  be  viewed 
and  its  charucter  exhibited.  It  has  therefore  been  hitherto  possible  for  fhmr  who 
have  argued  in  support  of  tbe  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  represent  witbunt  meet- 
ing with  contradiction  that  the  streams  which  fall  into  the  St.  John  bad  their  rise  in 
«  country  possessed  of  none  of  that  mountainous  character  wblch  they  urged  was 
essential  to  the  epithet  of  highlands.  There  are,  however,  points  where  a  different 
character  b  apparent,  and  some  of  these  are  easy  of  access.  Thus,  on  the  maio  tastl 
road,  along  the  Southeast  Branch  of  the  St.  Lawrence  a  mile  northeast  of  the  dunch 
of  L'Islctte.  a  rocky  eminence  is  passed,  whence  maybe  seen  a  bold  gnmp  of  mooB- 
tains  which  have  been  identified  with  the  soorces  of  the  Ouelle,  the  EanxNUW^a. 
and  Black  rivers.     A  view  of  this  group  is  herewith  presented. 

Prom  the  height  to  tbe  esut  of  river  Du  Loup  a  view  may  be  seen  on  a  dear  day 
extending  round  137°  of  the  horizon,  beginning  with  the  highlands  of  Bic,  bearing 
S.  58°  E..  and  terminating  in  a  conical  mountain  bearing  S.  15°  W. 

The  nearest  and  more  con^icnous  of  these  highlands  ( n^trnM  those  of  St.  Andre) 
are  on  the  river  Fourcbe.  a  brsnch  of  the  river  Du  Loup,  whose  waters  tbcy  divide 
from  those  of  the  St.  Francis.     A  view  of  these  is  also  submitted  hetewillt. 

A  similar  view  of  the  same  panoramB  of  highlands  is  obtained  from  Hare  Island, 
in  the  St.  Lawrence,  an  outline  of  which,  taken  with  the  camera  lucida,  is  like- 
wise sulimitted.  .\buut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  point  where  the 
Temiacouata  portage  crosses  Mount  Biort  the  bighlaods  may  be  seen  at  the  bead  of 
Rimouski,  bearing  nearly  east,  tlieuce  extending  round  by  tbe  luirth  to  the  waaa- 
tains  of  St.  Andre,  bearing  nearly  west,  forming  aboqloae-baU  of  the  entire  hociaoiL 
The  entire  panorama  from  the  latter  point,  taken  with  the  camera  lucida.  aloqg  with 
allies  of  some  dagnerreotypes  made  at  tbe  same  ptorce,  are  bcrewtlli  sabanlted.  Of 
tbe  part  of  the  line  which  extends  lo  the  northeast  from  the  Hituce  of  the  Etdwnla 
for  a  distance  of  many  miles,  a  view  may  be  almost  constantly  seen  from  tbe  dtadel 
of  Quebec  and  frtna  the  tops  of  tbe  booses  in  that  city.  One  ^ilt  more  tatlsfactDr* 
may  be  obtained  fm«n  the  road  between  Qoebec  and  the  Palls  of  MontnxvrncT. 
in  tbe  ncighbortiDad  of  tbe  vtll^e  of  Uclpon.  The  Utter  viewn  are  in  particular 
■ahtml  lOk  u  tbay  are  williiii  Ui*  mdi  of  aaanma  dvil  and  military  ■*&« 
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the  Britiah  Government,  who  must  assent  to  the  evidence  of  their  own  senses,  which 
wiU  prove  that  this  region,  the  position  of  the  path  pursued  during  the  present  year 
by  Captain  Talcott's  parties,  is  to  all  intents  a  range  of  highlands. 

The  boundary  presents  from  these  positions  the  aspect  of  a  continuous  and  deeply 
seriated  ridge. 

The  geological  character  of  the  country  can  not  be  admitted  as  having  any  bearing 
upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  It  never  entered  into  the  views  of  the  framers 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  therefore  could  afford  no  illustrations  of  their  intentions. 

Were  it  admissible,  however,  it  might  be  cited  as  an  additional  argimient  that  the 
dividing  height  'v<4iich  incloses  the  waters  of  the  Connecticut  continues  unchanged 
in  its  features  until  it  is  cut  off  by  the  deep  channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Opportunities  for  observations  of  this  character  were  most  frequent  on  the  Tem- 
iscouata  portage  and  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  itself.  It  was  only  on  the 
former  place  that  the  relative  geological  heights  of  the  rocks  could  be  observed  by 
means  of  their  outcrop. 

The  whole  of  the  portage  passes  over  stratified  rocks  dipping  rapidly  to  the  south- 
east. They  were  found  to  be  alternate  groups  of  common  and  talcose  slate  and  of  a 
rock  made  up  principally  of  angular  fragments  of  white  quartz  (grauwacke).  These 
are  in  all  respects  identical  with  rocks  which  have  been  observed  by  one  of  the  com- 
missioners in  place  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  in  Colimibia  and  Rensselaer 
counties,  N.  Y.,  and  the  description  of  geologists  at  various  intervening  points,  as 
well  as  the  observations  of  Captain  Talcott's  parties,  would  tend  to  establish  the  fact 
that  the  formations  are  continuous. 

From  these  data  it  would  appear  probable  that  the  rocks  are  a  prolongation  of  the 
western  slope  of  the  great  range  called  by  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  in  his  report  as 
United  States  geologist,  the  Atlantic  ridge.  This  formation,  which  is  but  a  few 
miles  in  width  where  it  crosses  the  Hudson,  appears  gradually  to  widen  as  it  pro- 
ceeds to  the  north,  and  was  on  the  St.  Lawrence  found  to  prevail  both  at  the  river 
Du  Loup  and  at  Grand  Metis,  dipping  in  the  two  places  in  opposite  directions  and 
covered  in  the  interval  by  the  thick  diluvial  deposits  which  form  the  valley  of  the 
Trois  Pistoles.  To  render  the  analogy  more  complete,  in  the  valley  of  the  outlet  of 
the  Little  Lake  (Temiscouata)  was  found  a  vein  of  metalliferous  quartz  charged  with 
peroxide  of  iron,  evidently  arising  from  the  decomposition  of  pyrites,  being  in  fact 
the  same  as  the  matrix  of  the  gold  which  has  been  traced  in  the  talcose  slate  forma- 
tion from  Georgia  to  Vermont;  and  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Temiscouata  Lake, 
about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  Fort  Ingall,  lie  great  masses  of  granular  carbonate  of 
lime,  identically  resembling  the  white  marbles  of  Pennsylvania,  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  Berkshire  County,  Mass. 

If  the  latter  be  in  place,  which,  although  probable,  was  not  ascertained  beyond  all 
question,  the  primitive  carbonate  of  lime  has  exactly  the  same  relation  to  the  slaty 
rocks  which  it  bears  in  the  latter  locality. 

The  formations  which  have  been  spoken  of  appear  to  occupy  the  whole  extent  of 
the  country  explored  by  the  parties  of  Professor  Renwick.  Everywhere  the  streams 
were  found  cutting  through  rocks  of  slate.  On  the  summits  of  many  of  the  hills 
were  found  weathered  masses  of  angular  quartz  rocks,  showing  that  while  the  slate 
had  3delded  to  the  action  of  the  elements,  the  harder  and  less  friable  rock  had  kept 
its  place.  The  ridges  which  intervene  between  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  river  Du 
Loup  and  Lake  Temiscouata  have  the  character,  so  well  described  by  £lie  de  Beau- 
mont, of  mountains  elevated  by  some  internal  force. 

To  the  eastward  of  Lake  Temiscouata,  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  has  the  aspect 
of  having  once  been  a  table-land,  elevated  on  the  average  about  1,700  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  of  having  been  washed  by  some  mighty  flood,  which,  wearing 
away  the  softer  rocks,  had  cut  it  into  valleys,  forming  a  complex  system  incapable 
of  being  described  in  words  and  only  to  be  understood  by  inspection  of  a  map. 
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a.— Comparison  of  thk  Elevatioss  op  thb  Bocxdary  Limb  CXumkd  bv 
United  States  with  those  of  thb  "Axis  of  Maxiuum  Ei-Evatiox' 

MBSSKS.    FEATH£)tSTON'HAt)CH    AJOI   MCDGE. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  relative  claims  of  the  two  linec  to  the  exi 
epitbet  of  "the  highlands"  in  the  most  clear  and  definite  manner,  each  of  tbem 
be  considered  as  divided  into  three  portions,  which  will  be  contrasted  with  each 
other  by  pairs.  The  first  portion  of  each  of  the  lines  is  that  which  lies  nearest  to 
the  point  of  bifurcation;  the  residue  of  the  Ameriatn  line  is  divided  at  tlie 
of  the  Onelle;  the  retnainder  of  the  line  of  Messrs.  FeaUi«stonbaugb  and  Ui 
at  that  of  the  Aroostook.  Metjarmetto  partagcr  is  taken  as  the  point  of 
whence  waters  run  to  the  Penobscot,  the  St.  Joliu,  and  the  SL  LaimenM:. 
On  the  American  line  [rom  Ibe  MH^artnctlc  (lOItage  to  Lake  Stdicnin— 

limnm  bright  b 


lem  win  1 


The  minimum  measured  height  ts  that  of  Lake  Etchemin,  which  i: 
the  actual  sourre  of  that  stream,  and  whose  omisMon  as  not  upon  the  dividing  ri 
would  make  the  minimum  greater.  This  height  was  determined  by  the  partteafl 
A.  Talcotl,  esq. ,  by  two  distinct  and  separate  sets  of  observations,  (. 
continued  hourly  for  several  days;  and  no  doubt  can  exist  that  it 
measure  as  the  barotneter  is  capable  of  affording.  In  the  report  of  Messra.  Fo 
erstoobaugh  and  Mudge  this  height  is  set  down  as  no  more  than  957  fe«t.  bnt  il 
determiocd  from  a  single  obHrrvation.  That  it  is  eimneons  must  be  conadereda 
dcmonsuated.  In  the  map  presented  by  those  gentlemen  they  have  made  n 
this  erroneous  determination  for  a  purpose  whid),  even  were  it  correct,  wouli 
be  warranted,  for  the3*  on  its  authority  leave  oat  all  the  symbols  by  which  heigfab 
are  represented,  and  substitute  therefor  a  dotted  line  with  the  inscriptioii  "  Fictitk 
hills  of  Mr.  Bumham's  map."  The  actual  character  of  this  part  of  the  Aine 
line  is  an  undulating  country'. 

On  the  Une  of  Menrs-  Fcni  hcnrton  haugtt  lud  Hnd^  between  I 
[onaSF  ■□<]  the  CocaBigan>ae  Moonuiaa— 


The  minimum  elewtion  » ^„,..,-        9S7 

This  part  of  the  line  of  Messrs.  Peatfaeistonhaugh  anA  Mudgc  derives  its  apparent 
advantage  from  the  fact  that  it  crosses  the  summit  and  occupies  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  highlands  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  difference 
in  their  elevation  is  not  such  as  to  give  it  any  decided  superiority  in  its  highland 
character. 

icsn  tine  (ram  loke  Slclietain  to  the  river  DncOt— 
imum  height  is... 

line  of  Meain.  FathenUmhiBsb  and  Mndfc  Fran  tte  C 
alns  10  Ibe  brad  *(t«n  ol  ihc  Anoalosk— 

Buimnmhei^tit i.m 

Htlniunm  h«l|fht  !■ _..._-  ...... ......--,.,..■.. n» 

On  the  parts  of  the  line  thus  contrasted  the  tnaxininm  height  of  llut  cULtned  by 
Great  Britain  is  less  elevated  than  the  lowest  gap  of  that  claimed  by  the  United 
States. 

On  Uietblrd  portion  of  the  Aneruan  Hoc: 

le  head  o[  the  Ouellc  to  the  TcmiscxiiBta  partake—  FceU 

ciuuimBB  height  U - i.jj» 

minimum  heisbl  i. ,        »« 

ratailiB- 
The  maalmom  hci«h(  i> 
Tbr  minimum  hrichi  t>  ... 
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On  the  third  portion  of  the  American  line  (continued): 

From  the  Temiscooata  portage  to  the  head  of  the  Abagnsquash—  Peet. 

The  nuudmum  height  is 1.510 

The  minimum  height  is 676 

Prom  Abagnsquash  to  the  Rimouaki  I^ake — 

The  maximtmi  height  is i,  824 

The  minimum  height  is 651 

Prom  the  Rimouski  I«ake  to  the  northwest  angle — 

The  maximum  height  is i,  841 

The  minimum  height  is i,  014 

The  greatest  elevation  of  the  whole  of  the  third  part  of  the  American  line, 

therefore,  is 2, 231 

The  minimum  is 651 

The  termination  of  the  exploring  meridian  line  falls  into  this  part  of  the  American 
line.  Its  height  of  i  ,5 19  feet  was  determined  by  two  separate  observations,  compared 
with  others  taken  on  Lake  Johnson.  The  height  of  the  latter  was  calculated  at  i  ,go7 
feet  from  a  series  of  observations  continued  for  seventeen  days,  and  is  believed  to  be 
as  accnzate  as  the  method  of  the  barometer  is  susceptible  of. 

This  height  of  the  termination  of  that  line  is  estimated  by  Messrs.  Featherston- 
haugh  and  Mudge  at  no  more  than  388  feet,  and  that  of  the  lake  at  no  more  than 
363.  In  this  estimate  they  reject  the  indications  of  their  own  barometers,  because 
the  results  of  them  would  have  contradicted  the  previous  impressions  which  seem  to 
have  governed  all  their  operations,  viz,  that  the  point  claimed  by  the  United  States 
as  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  not  in  an  elevated  region  of  country.* 

On  the  third  part  of  the  British  line  from  the  soiu-ces  of  the  Aroostook  to  the 
Grand  Falls  of  the  St.  John  no  height  is  reported  as  measmred  by  the  British  com- 
missioners which  exceeds  1,050  feet,  while  the  greatest  height  on  their  profile  is  1,150 
feet.  The  minimtun  height  on  their  profile,  excluding  the  Aroostook  at  its  mouth 
and  its  intersection  with  the  meridian  line,  is  243  feet,  and  the  mean  of  the  numbers 
entered  by  them  both  on  their  map  and  profile  is  665  feet. 

It  will  therefore  appear  that  if  the  profile  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge 
be  correct  the  lowest  gap  on  the  third  part  of  the  American  line  is  about  as  high  as 
the  mean  elevation  of  the  part  of  the  British  line  with  which  it  is  compared. 

The  line  claimed  by  the  United  States  therefore  possesses  throughout  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  the  highland  character  according  to  the  sense  at  one  time  contended 
for  in  the  argument  of  Great  Britain,  and  is,  to  use  the  term  of  the  British  commis- 
fiioners,  '*the  axis  of  maximum  elevation,*'  the  mean  of  all  the  heights  measiu'ed 
upon  it  being  1,459  ^^^^t  while  that  of  those  measured  on  the  line  of  Messrs.  Feath- 
erstonhaugh and  Mudge  is  no  more  than  1,085  feet. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  computations  of  the  barometric  and  other  observations  for 
the  determination  of  the  heights  of  that  portion  of  the  country  between  the  valley 
of  the  St.  John  and  the  sources  of  the  Aroostook,  explored  by  the  division  of  Major 
Graham,  could  not  be  completed  in  time  to  be  made  use  of  for  this  report  in  the 
description  of  that  portion  of  the  line  claimed  for  Great  Britain  by  Messrs.  Feather- 
stonhaugh and  Mudge.  This  delay  has  been  solely  caused  by  a  want  of  reasonable 
time  to  complete  this  portion  of  the  work,  the  commissioner  having  direction  of  the 
division  charged  with  it  having  only  returned  from  the  field  in  the  month  of  January. 

Sufficient  information  is  known,  however,  to  have  been  derived  from  those  sur- 
veys to  justify  the  assertion  that,  instead  of  the  strongly  marked  range  of  highlands 
represented  by  the  British  commissioners  as  constituting  a  part  of  their  "axis  of 

*A  continuous  line  of  leveling  was  carried  by  one  of  the  parties  of  Major  Graham's  division, 
by  means  of  two  spirit  levels  checking  one  another,  from  tide  water  at  Calais,  in  Maine,  to  the 
monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  and  thence  along  the  true  meridian  line  to  its  inter- 
section  with  the  river  St  John.  The  surface  of  the  St.  John  at  this  point  of  intersection  was  thus 
found  to  be  4x9^  feet  above  the  level  of  mean  tide  at  Calais.  The  basin  of  the  river  immediately 
above  the  Grand  Falls  may  be  stated  as  of  the  same  elevation  in  round  numbers,  as  there  is  very 
little  ciurrent  in  the.river  between  those  two  points. 
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maiimiun  elevation , ' '  the  country  in  Ibe  vicinity  of  the  Aroostook  lyii%  b 
sources  and  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  is  devoid  of  ilie  character  ibey  have  atuibtdej 
to  it.  mien  properly  tepresented  npon  3  map  it  will  appear  a«  on  extended  undu- 
lating surface  of  moderate  elevation  above  tlie  level  of  the  Aroostout  River,  spaivly 
interspersed  with  occa^onol  detached  elet-aiions  riang  to  biciglils  of  600  to  900  and 
1.400  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  but  forming  no  continnous  or  connected  chain 
whatever  in  the  direction  representol  by  (he  British  cummijeioners,  <k  Ibat  oosld  be 
coDstmed  into  the  character  of  highlands  sttch  as  are  described  in  the  treaty  of  JT%-* 
In  addition  to  the  surveys  upon  the  boundary  line  claimed  by  the  TTaited  Stales, 
an  exploring  line  was  run  ander  the  direction  of  Professor  Renwick.  as  is  more  pu- 
ticularly  described  in  Appendix  No.  i.  This  line  extended  to  an  ewinetice  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Lake  Maiapediac,  elevated  1,743  feet  above  the  level  of  (heaea.  The 
views  obtained  from  this  eminence  established  tbe  fact  that  a  chain  o{  highLuidi 
extended  thence  to  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  des  Chalenrs.  They  are  believed  to 
terminate  in  an  eminence,  which  from  its  imposing  appearance  has  been  called  by 
the  Scotch  settlers  at  its  foot  Ben  Lomond.  This  was  measured  during  the  opera- 
tions of  the  sumiQCt  of  iSjo,  and  found  to  rise  from  the  tide  of  the  bay  tq  the  he^t 
of  1. 014  feet.  This  exploring  line,  coupled  with  the  more  accurate  surveys,  ippean 
to  establish  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  continuons  chain  of  ei    ~ 


n  MajckT  GraliaiD'B  nuip  iiTid  (he  cfnoputatioiu  of  ttie  faan^ 

lits  in  their  proper  posalioni  the  tmaecDiu  altilnds  which  were  dctemlocd 
nnlry  waler^  by  tbe  Aroostook  and  its  principa]  Iributanes.  exleadiAg  latcr^j 
to  the  heights  which  bound  the  taslo  o(  thil  river  od  eltber  nde;  along  the  due  west  line  traced 

forks  of  Ibe  Crest  Madiiu  Rivn",  along  and  Id  Ihe  viciuily  of  Ihe  road  rcceallj  opened  by  ihe  StUe 
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itnd  dained  by  1 
Ihal  have  thus  been  careTuH;  meacvTcd  uuninU  to  upward  of  »o. 
This  survey  «bowi  tbat  altbougb  the  promiDent  FmiDeoces  which  occnr  aX 
the  "sxb  of  nuximnm  elevUion"  of  Mesis.  Mudgc  and  FnlhentoDbsaEb 
Uie  moulh  and  the  soorctof  the  Anulaol:  (nrreBpond  lery  nearly  la  height 
nie*»reiDeDts  with  thoK  imported  by  Ihrmsrlvea.  yel  the«c  nniDcncn  are 
•nothet  by  spaces  of  mmpoiatiTf  iy  low  and  very  often  swampy  eoanlry,  so  citcBded 
dude  the  idea  of  a  costinuous  range  of  highlands  in  tbe  direction  represealed  BpDn  tl 

If  a  range  or  chain  of  highlands  is  to  be  made  lo  appear  by  drawing  a  stnmgly 
over  vidctv  extended  valley*  or  district*  of  comparatircly  low  country  v>  as  to  reach  aod 
Ibc  DKBt  prvmlncBt  enaldeBcei  which  aiay  fall  within  the  aaaamed  dlirretif 
oc  chain  of  highlands  may  here  be  made  as  piausitriy  in  any  other  dircctioi 
Mcian.  Kudjccand  Frathentoabsagh.  for  the  detached  elcnled  peak*  are  s> 
•ucha  priaciple  to  favor  any  one  direction  as  much  as  another,  and  might  thus  be  made  U>  sat 
in  an  equal  degree  whatever  conflicting  thentie*  the  object  in  view  might 

We  may  alKD  refer,  in  farther  it  lustration  of  the  character  of  the  country  thmu^h  whl^ 
lioD  of  this  pretended  "  axis  of  maximum  elevation  **  is  mar 

la  Octobrr.  1S41.  by  one  of  Btajor  Cnhani'a  awistaiits  from  the  nmmit  of  Bine  tiill,  whi 
by  the  Inje  meridian  of  the  mommenl.  at  the  aoaree  of  the  &t.  Croix.  This  potftiott  H 
alove  the  level  of  the  sea  and  47S  miles  north  of  the  monument.  llcommaoiUaiaialalisfacluiy 
view  of  the  whole  country  embraced  within  a  ndias  of  40  lo  to  miles,  iaelDdiag.  as  Uie  laods^pe 
■bows,  Parks  Hill  to  the  south.  Eatahdin.  the  Ttaveller,  and  Mars  ftilt  laihewHUhweal:  <^iaqni]4 
the  Honeback.  the  nayHaek,  andenc  ollwo  peaks  bejondUic  .Vnialcuk  lolhewnd:  the  '  '  "^ 
upon  tbe  Fish  kiver  and  the  aooihem  margin  of  the  Sagle  I^kcs  to  the  notibwinL  and  tin 
of  the  fit  John  (taceplaamall  sDele  obatmcied  by  the  AnnMcok  llilif  lo  (be  nestb. 

The  character  of  the  grtal  liulii  ol  tlie  AruMtook,  doltol  witlt  the  detached  psafca  wl 
abraptty  fnnn  It  al  iDlervml*  of  many  tnllea  apart,  ii  bere  exhlMled  IhTDugfa  at  tniit  twM 
■la  extent  in  K  lallifaelarv  a  manner  u  is  iiHrU  to  pttdode  the  idea  of  an  ~  axil  of  IB 
cleratien~  compaadol  aajrihiBg  like  a  con  nertnl  ar  wmHnnoya  chaia  iatldarc(lMiaf« 
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the  epithet  of  highlands  from  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  at  its  western 
extremity  to  the  sources  of  the  Connecticut  River.  Returning  from  the  latter  point, 
they  exhibit  the  aspect  of  well-marked  ranges  of  mountains  as  far  as  the  sources  of 
the  Metjarmette.  Thence  to  the  sources  of  the  Etchemin  extends  an  undulating 
country  whose  mean  height  is  1,300  or  1,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
boundary  line  is  thence  prolonged  to  the  Temiscouata  portage  over  well-defined 
ridges  to  the  eastern  side  of  Lake  Temiscouata.  At  the  sources  of  two  of  the  streams 
which  run  into  this  lake  the  minimum  heights  of  651  feet  and  676  feet  have  been 
observed. 

With  these  exceptions,  the  sources  of  the  streams  which  rise  to  the  north  of  the 
Temiscouata  portage  and  between  the  lake  of  that  name  and  I,ake  Matapediac  aver- 
age more  than  900  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  For  the  purpose  of  describing 
this  ^rtion  of  the  line  claimed  by  the  United  States,  we  may  take  this  height  of 
900  feet  as  the  elevation  of  a  horizontal  plane  or  base.  On  this  are  raised  knolls, 
eminences,  and  short  ridges  whose  heights  above  this  assumed  base  vary  from  300 
to  1,300  feet.  The  more  elevated  of  these  are  universally  designated  by  the  hunters 
who  occasionally  visit  the  country  and  the  lumberers  who  search  it  for  timber  as 
mountains  clothed  to  the  summit  with  wood,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  rigor  of 
the  climate,  attains  but  a  feeble  growth.  They  have  an  aspect  of  much  greater  alti- 
tude than  they  in  reality  possess,  but  their  character  as  highlands  is  indisputable. 
This  term,  which  the  first  English  visitors  ascribed  without  hesitation  to  the  hills 
of  New  Jersey,*  whose  altitude  is  about  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  is  much 
better  merited  by  a  g^oup  of  eminences  rising  from  300  to  1,300  feet  above  a  base 
itself  900  feet  in  height,  and  which  exceed  in  elevation  the  well-known  highlands 
of  the  Hudson  River. 

Not  to  rest  merely  on  instances  drawn  from  the  language  of  those  of  English  birth 
who  first  settled  or  traded  on  the  coast  of  the  present  United  States,  there  are  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  region  in  question  a  range  of  eminences  the  highest  of 
which  is  no  more  than  1,206  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  These,  on  the  authority 
of  a  distinguished  officer  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  navy,t  are  named  the  "high- 
lands of  Bic,**  and  have  long  been  thus  known  by  all  the  navigators  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence who  use  the  English  tongue. 

To  sum  up  the  results  of  the  field  operations  of  the  commissioners: 

( 1 )  The  meridian  has  been  traced  by  astronomic  observations  from  the  monument, 
established  by  the  consent  of  both  nations  in  1798,  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
to  a  point  4  miles  beyond  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  John  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Grand  Falls.  In  the  course  of  this  not  only  has  no  highland  dividing  waters  which 
run  into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  run  into  the  Atlantic  been  reached,  but 
no  common  source  or  reservoir  of  two  streams  running  in  opposite  durectionsl  J  No 
place  has,  therefore,  been  found  which  by  any  construction  proposed  or  attempted  to 
be  put  on  the  words  of  the  treaty  of  1783  can  be  considered  as  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia.  This  point  must,  in  consequence,  lie  in  the  fiuther  prolongation  of 
the  meridian  line  to  the  north. 

(2)  The  streams  whose  title  to  the  name  of  the  northwesternmost  head  of  the  Con- 
necticut River  is  in  dispute  have  been  explored,  and  the  line  of  the  highlands  has 
been  traced  from  their  soiu-ces  to  the  point  at  which  the  lines  respectively  claimed 
by  the  two  nations  diverge  from  each  other. 

(3)  The  line  claimed  by  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  in  a  great  measiure  explored. 

*The  highlands  of  Neversink. 

t  Captain  Byfield. 

I  The  levelings  carried  along  this  meridian  line  by  means  of  spirit  levels,  alluded  to  in  the  note 
at  bottomof  page  121,  passed  Mars  Hill  at  a  depression  of  12  feet  below  the  level  of  the  base  of  the 
monument  which  stanOto  (except  at  icaaons  of  extreme  drought)  in  the  water  at  the  source  of  the  Si> 
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(4)  Tlie  line  of  highlands  claimed  bj  the  1'nited  States  has.  with  some  small 
exceptions,  been  thoronghly  examined,  and  its  prolongntlon  as  far  as  the  Dartb  shore 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  reconnoitered.  The  parta  of  the  line  which  have  not  been 
actually  reached  have  been  seen  from  a  ilistunce,  and  streams  flowing  from  them 
crossed  and  leveled.  From  the  tonnet  indication  it  is  probable  that  the  avei^e 
height  of  those  parts  exceeds  that  of  the  neighboring  parts  of  the  line.  Prcnn  Ibe 
heights  of  the  streams  it  is  certain  that  the  lowest  gaps  in  the  tmcxplored  portiotl  of 
the  line  can  not  be  less  elevated  than  i.ooo  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

That  part  of  this  line  of  highlands  which  lies  east  of  the  sources  of  the  RimoiBki 
fulfills  to  the  letter  the  words  of  the  royal  prodamaticn  of  1763  and  the  fx>ntempo«a- 
neous  commission  of  Governor  Wihnot.  The  Gist  of  those  instruments  defines  the 
mouth  of  the  tiver  SL  Lawrence  by  a  tine  drawn  from  Cape  Rozier  to  the  St-  John 
River  (on  the  I^brodor  coast),  and  therefore  all  to  the  eostwanl  of  that  line  is  'the 
sea."  The  height  of  land  thus  traced  by  the  commission,  rising  from  the  itoitb 
shore  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity,  divides  waters  which  fall 
into  the  river  St.  LawTenoe  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and  is  the  sontbcra 
boundary  of  the  Province  establbhed  by  the  proclamation  of  1763  under  the  name 
of  Quebec.  The  identity  of  the  line  defined  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  and  the 
boundary  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  treaty  of  1783  has  been  uniformly  maintained 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not  merely  admitted  but  strenuously  orgned 
for  in  the  report  of  Messrs.  FeaUierstonhaiigh  and  Uudge. 

The  undersigned  therefore  report  that  they  have  explored  and  in  a  great  measme 
stuveyed  and  leveled  a  line  of  highlands  in  which  the  northwest  angle  of  Nora 
Scotia  lies,  and  which  in  their  opinion  is  the  true  boundary  between  the  States  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  and  the  British  Provinces. 

n. — Examination  o 


T%e  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  first  portion  of  the  duties  of  the  com- 
missioners  has  been  set  forth  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report. 

Although,  as  will  be  there  seen,  the  task  of  running  the  meridian  line  of  the  mono- 
ment  marking  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and  of  exploring  and  surveying  the  lines  of 
highlands  respectively  claimed  by  the  Governments  of  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain  has  not  been  completed,  yet  enough  has  been  done  to  furnish  materials  for 
on  examination  of  the  argument  preferred  by  Messrs.  Slndge  and  Featherstonhaugh 
in  support  of  the  novel  form  in  which  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  has  been  ptesented 
by  them. 

In  the  surveys  made  by  direction  of  the  commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
ticatjof  Ghent  the  difficult  character  of  the  country  had  prevented  any  other  method 
of  exploration  than  that  of  ascending  rivers  to  their  sources.  It  was  believed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates  that  the  determination  of  the  position  of  these  sources  was 
Bttfficient  for  the  demarcation  of  the  line  of  highlands  in  relation  to  which  the  con- 
troversy exists,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  meet  tlie  British  argument  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  fact  that  the  lines  joining  these  sources  run  in  some  cases  along  ndgcs 
and  in  other  cases  pass  over  elevations  to  which  in  any  sense  of  the  term  the  epithet 
of  "highlands"  maybe  justly  applied.  The  denial  of  this  mode  of  determiniiig  Ihe 
line  of  highlands  by  Great  Britain  lias  made  it  important  that  both  the  lines  chumej 
by  Great  Britain  and  by  the  United  States  should  be  explored  and  leveled — a 
which  until  recently  had  not  been  attempted  on  cither  part  The 
the  Jineadaimed  by  the  two  nations,  respectively,  has  been  in  a  great 
plished,  as  w\M  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  field  operations  of  the 
while  snch  of  tlic»e  delenninations  as  have  a  direct  befliing  on  the  argumeat  wilt  be 
dted  in  their  proper  place  in  this  report. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  document  now  under  consideration  exhibits  many 
instancfs  of  an  unfriendly  spirit.  Charges  of  direct  and  implied  fraud  are  made,  and 
language  is  used  throughout  that  is  irritating  and  insulting.  It  is  fondly  hoped  that 
these  passages  do  not  express  the  sentiments  of  the  British  nation,  as  in  a  state  of 
feeling  such  as  this  report  indicates  little  hope  could  be  entertained  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  this  question.  Any  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  language  of  the 
report  under  consideration  is  contradicted  by  the  official  declarations  of  the  British 
Government,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  as  the  individual  act  of  the  authors, 
not  as  the  deliberate  voice  of  the  nation  by  which  they  were  employed. 

It  might  have  been  easy  to  have  retorted  similar  charges,  and  thus  have  excited 
in  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  feelings  of  irritation  similar  to  those  which  per- 
vaded the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  on  the  reception  of  that  report. 
While,  however,  it  is  due  to  the  honor  of  the  United  States  to  declare  that  no  desire 
of  undue  aggrandizement  has  been  felt,  no  claim  advanced  beyond  what  a  strict 
construction  of  their  rights  will  warrant,  it  is  trusted  that  the  pretensions  of  Great 
Britain,  however  unfounded  in  fact  or  principle,  have  been  advanced  with  a  like 
disregard  to  mere  extension  of  territory,  and  urged  with  the  same  good  faith  which 
has  uniformly  characterized  the  proceedings  of  tlic  United  States. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  have  been  lu'ged  with  the 
utmost  pertinacity  and  supported  by  every  possible  form  of  argument.  The  territory 
in  question  is  of  great  value  to  her,  by  covering  the  only  mode  of  communication 
which  can  exist  for  nearly  six  months  in  the  year,  not  only  between  two  valuable 
colonies,  but  between  the  most  important  of  all  her  possessions  and  the  mother 
country.  The  time  is  not  long  past  when  the  use  of  this  very  communication  was 
not  an  unimportant  part  of  the  means  by  which  that  colony  was  restrained  from  an 
attempt  to  assert  its  independence.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  the  feelings 
of  British  statesmen  and  of  those  who  desired  to  win  their  favor  have  been  more 
obvious  in  the  several  arguments  which  have  appeared  on  that  side  of  the  question 
than  a  sober  view  of  the  true  principles,  on  which  alone  a  correct  opinion  of  the  case 
can  be  founded. 

To  the  United  States  in  their  collective  capacity  the  territory  in  dispute  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  of  comparatively  little  moment.  No  other  desire  is  felt  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  Union  than  that  the  question  should  be  settled  upon  just 
principles.  No  regret  could,  therefc  3,  be  widely  felt  if  it  should  be  satisfactorily 
shown  that  the  title  of  Great  Britain  to  this  region  is  indisputable.  But  should  it 
be  shown,  as  is  beyond  all  question  the  fact,  that  the  title  is  in  truth  in  the  United 
States,  national  honor  forbids  that  this  title  should  be  abandoned.  To  the  States  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  who  are  the  joint  proprietors  of  the  unseated  lands,  the 
territory  is  of  a  certain  importance  from  the  value  of  the  land  and  timber,  and  to 
the  latter,  within  whose  jurisdiction  it  falls,  as  a  future  means  of  increasing  her 
relative  importance  in  the  Union,  and  a  just  and  proper  feeling  on  the  part  of  their 
sister  States  must  prevent  their  3delding  to  any  unfounded  claim  or  the  siurender  of 
any  territory  to  which  a  title  can  be  established  without  an  equivalent  satisfactory  to 
those  States. 

To  show  the  basis  on  which  the  title  rests — 

It  is  maintained  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  the  territory  they  held  on 
the  continent  of  North  America  prior  to  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas 
was  possessed  by  a  title  derived  from  their  own  Declaration  of  Independence  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  assertion  of  that  independence  in  a  successful  war,  and  its 
acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain  as  a  preliminary  to  any  negotiation  for  a  treaty 
of  peace.  It  is  admitted  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  a  territory  designated  by 
certain  limits  was  granted  to  the  United  States  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  As  a  matter 
of  natiofial  pride,  the  question  whether  the  territory  of  the  original  United  States 
WM  held  \fj  the  right  of  war  or  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Crown  is  not 
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DnimporUnt;  as  a  basis  of  title  it  has  not  the  least  bearing  on  the  snbjed. 
the  date  of  the  treaty  of  1783  all  pretensions  of  the  British  Crown  to  jiuudic 
property  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  that  instrument  ■ 
and  when  a  war  arose  in  l8l3  between  tlic  two  nations  it  was  terminated 
treaty  of  Ghent,  in  whjcli  the  original  boundaries  were:  confirmed  and  acknowledged 
on  both  sides. 

The  treaty  of  1783,  therefore,  is,  in  reference  to  this  territory,  the  only  instrument 
of  binding  force  upon  the  two  parties;  nor  can  any  other  docoiDent  be  with  pro- 
priety brought  forward  in  the  discussion  except  for  the  pttrpose  of  explaining  and 
rendering  definite  snch  of  the  provisions  of  that  treaty  as  are  obscure  or  appannitty 
tmcertain. 

The  desire  of  full  and  ample  illustration,  which  has  actnaled  both  parties,  has  led 
to  tbe  search  among  neglected  archive?  for  documents  almost  innumerable,  sod 
their  force  and  bearing  upon  the  question  have  been  exhibited  in  arguments  of  grtM 
sbility.  Such  has  been  the  talent  shown  in  this  task  of  illustration  and  so  cnpions 
have  been  the  materials  employed  for  the  purpose  that  the  great  and  only  impor- 
tant question,  although  never  lost  sight  of  by  the  writers  themselves,  lias  to  tlie  eye 
of  the  casual  observer  been  completely  hidden.  In  tbe  report  under  consideration 
this-distindiou  between  treaties  of  binding  force  and  documents  intended  for  »efc 
illustration  has  not  been  regarded,  and  the  vague  as  well  as  obviously  inaccurate 
delineations  of  a  French  or  a  Venetian  map  maker  are  gravely  held  forth  as  of  eqnal 
value  for  a  basis  of  argument  as  the  solemn  and  latilied  acts  of  the  two  nations. 

In  pursuance  of  this  desire  of  illustration,  every  known  docnment  which  coold  in 
any  form  support  either  claim  has  been  advanced  and  set  forth  in  the  statements  laid 
before  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  when  acting  as  umpire  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  If  not  yet  given  entire  to  the  public.*  they  are 
in  the  possession  of  both  Governments  in  a  printed  form,  together  with  the  opinion  of 
the  arbiter  in  respect  to  them;  and  although  it  is  necessary  that  the  aignincnts  then 
adduced  in  favor  of  the  .American  claim  should  be  in  part  repeated,  and  althotigh 
new  illustrations  of  the  correctness  of  that  argument  have  since  been  brought  to 
light,  the  present  docimient  11-ilI  be  confined  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  itself,  and  wiU  adduce  no  more  of  illustration  than  is  barely  snfficient 
to  render  the  terms  of  that  treaty  certain  and  definite. 

The  boundaries  of  the  United  States  are  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783  in  the 
following  words:  t 

"And  IhaX.  all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaria 
of  the  said  United  States  may  be  prevented  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that 
following  arc  and  shall  be  their  boundaries,  viz:  From  the  northwest  angle  of  No 
Scotia,  viz,  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  time  drawn  dtie  north  from  Ihesourtti 
SI.  Croix  River  to  the  highlands;  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  Ihoie 
thai  empty  themselves  into  the  river  SI.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  imlp  Ik^ 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  northweslrmmost  bead  of  Connecticut  River;  Ikenre  down 
along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  Istitnde;  frtm 
by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cat 
thence  along  the  middle  of  jaid  river  into  Lake  Ontario;  through  the  middle  of 
Uke  until  it  strikes  tlie  communication  by  water  between  that  lake  and  Laki 
thence  along  the  middle  of  said  communication  into  Lake  Erie  through  the 
of  said  lake  until  it  arrix-es  at  tile  water  communication  between  that  lake  and 
tluron;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water  communication  into  the  Lake  Ht 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  w 
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lake  and  Lake  Superior;  thence  throngh  Lake  Superior  northward  of  the  Isles  Royal 
and  Phelipeanz  to  the  Long  Lake;  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  Lake  and 
the  water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  tlie  snid  I^kc  of 
the  Woods;  thence  through  the  said  lake  to  the  most  nortliwestem  point  thereof, 
and  from  thence  on  a  due  west  course  to  the  river  Mississippi;  tlience  by  a  line  to  Iks 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Mississippi  until  it  sliall  intersect  the  north- 
ernmost part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude;  south  by  a  line  to  Iks  drawn 
due  east  from  the  determination  of  the  line  last  mentioned  in  tlie  latitude  of  31'' 
north  of  the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  or  Catahouclic;  tlienoe 
along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  River;  thence  straight  to  the 
head  of  St.  Marys  River,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Marys  River  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean;  east  by  a  line  to  be  draivn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St,  Croix 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  source  and  from  its  source  directly  north 
to  the  aforesaid  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  comprehending  all  islands  within 
20  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States  and  lying  between  lines 
to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Florida  on  the  other  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are  or  heretofore 
have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.'* 

So  far  as  the  present  question  is  concerned,  five  points  of  discussion  are  presented 
by  this  article  of  ^e  treaty  of  1783: 

I.  What  stream  is  to  be  understood  by  the  name  of  the  river  St.  Croix  ? 

II.  The  determination  of  the  line  due  north  from  the  source  of  that  river. 
IIL  What  is  the  position  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia? 

r\*.  The  delineation  of  the  line  passing  through  the  highlands  from  that  angle  to 
the  northwest  head  of  Connecticut  River. 
V.  l^liat  is  to  be  ooosidexed  as  the  northwestern  head  of  Connecticut  Rivcrr? 

I. — DRIVER  ST.  CROIX. 

DonhCs  in  reelect  to  the  particular  river  intended  to  be  understood  by  the  name  of 
the  St-  Ctcmx  ha%ing  arisen^  an  article  was  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  crmimcrrcc  signed 
in  Loodoo  in  Nowsnber.  1794^  by  Lord  Grenville  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  by 
John  Jar  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.*  This  article,  the  fifth  of  that  treaty,  j/ro- 
Tided  for  the  appointraest  of  a  joint  commission  with  full  powers  \fj  decide  that  ques- 
tioo.  This  f  ■miiwftiop  was  constituted  in  conformity,  and  the  award  was  accepteri 
by  both  GoTCzmnentSL'*^  The  rirer  designated  in  this  award  became  thencef^^rth  the 
true  St.  Crccx,  however  enoDeoos  may  have  been  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
drridrd  so  to  he.  Whesi.  therefoie.  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treat  v  of  Ghent  it  it 
decjsxed  ibic,  ^le  dae  norrh  Hae  £roci  the  sonrce  of  the  St.  Cr^>ix  h^%  n^^t  l^^een  vjr- 

*^a&  and  the  other  articles  of  the  same  treat r  all  *fSn*fT  "jnc^rrtain 

ci  ^le  V  n„  rijgr  are  m'jr.tiL  the  validitv  of  the  decision  ^/f  the  r'/mmisvy/oer* 

ctkje  of  Jay's  treaty  is  virtnallv  ackiKnr!e^j^*:d.     *»iy.  jn^/r'z:  iht 

is  tjB' jalf^rd  ^-j  the  scipclataoa  ii:  the  "^sc^/nd  an:«'.l':  of  *?.*:  *T*ai\y 

'•laoesw  aad  posaes»o:is  takes  oy  *r*jz.*iz  j/ir*.y  ^i'lTirr/^ 
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cxcesC30QS  are  the  *vaTvis  in  Pa wai?r.^.cy>ic v  hAv:  ^rA  'uA 

b:  re*pPtct  to  tlie  iC^ottrt  ttrriv/rT  *rxiyfjA 
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yjssKse^jz  ar  tbe  ti=it  tbt  treat  r  of  ^^h^oA 
to  tie  ~^^rV>"  'jf  tbe  ITsied 


128  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  PresiJenii 

\Vhen,  also,  it  became  necessary  to  proceed  to  the  investigation  tA  the  Kcond 
of  the  discussion,  tlie  agents  and  surveyors  of  both  parties  proceeded  as  a  mattci  <A 
course  to  the  point  marked  in  1798  as  tlic  source  of  the  St.  Croix.*  This  point  is 
tbercfore  fixed  and  established  bej'oad  the  possibility  of  cavil,  and  the  faith  of 
Govemments  is  pledged  that  it  shall  not  be  disturbed. 


I  LINE  I" 


1  THB  SnPRCK  (! 


TBE  St.  I 


The  treaty  of  1783  provides  that  the  boumlary  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Crou 
shall  be  drawn  "directly  north."  In  relation  to  this  expression  no  possible  doiabt  can 
arise.  It  is  neither  susceptible  of  more  tlian  a  single  meaning  nor  does  it  require 
illustration  from  any  extrinsic  source.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  do  not  consider 
that  so  niuch  of  the  argument  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  reatlieistonhaugh  as  attempts  to 
show  that  this  line  ought  to  be  drawn  in  any  otlier  direction  than  due  north  requires 
any  reply  on  the  port  of  the  United  States.  Admitting  that  the  words  had  been  origi- 
tmJly  used  as  a  mistranslatioci  of  terms  in  the  Latin  grant  of  Jamcd  I  to  Sir  William 
Alexander,  tlie  miscouception  was  equally  shared  by  both  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
17S3;  and  it  will  be  shown  hereafter  that  this  misconception,  if  any,  had  its  origin 
in  British  ofBcial  papers.  Were  it  capable  of  proof  beyond  aU  possibility  of  denial 
that  the  limit  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  was  intended  to  be  a  line  drawn 
toward  the  northwest  instead  of  the  north  it  would  not  affect  the  question.  So  far 
as  that  grant  was  used  by  American  negotiators  to  illustrate  the  position  of  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia  it  would  have  failed  to  fulfill  the  object,  but  such  failnrc 
in  illmtration  does  not  involve  the  nullity  of  the  treaty  itself. 

That  the  translation  which  has  hitherto  been  univetsally  nxeivcd  as  correct  of  the 
terms  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  is  the  true  one,  and  that  the  new  con- 
struction which  is  now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it  is  inaccurate,  will  be  shown  in 
another  place.f  where  will  also  be  exhibited  an  error  committed  in  rendering  the 
sense  of  another  part  of  that  instrument.  The  consideration  of  the  correctness  or 
incorrectness  of  the  se\'eral  translations  can  form  no  part  of  the  present 
Wliile,  therefore,  it  is  denied  that  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonliaugh  have 
ceeded  in  showing  that  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  has  been 
it  is  maintained  that  an  error  in  tile  translation  of  tliis  document  can 
in  setting  aside  the  simple  and  positive  terms  tif  the  treaty  of  1783.  That  trot^ 
and  its  confirmation  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  must  be  admitted  to  be  null  and  void 
before  that  line  can  be  drawn  in  any  other  direction  than  "due  north." 


H 


m.- 


KST  A.VGLK  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


The  term  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  was  used  in  the  secret  instructions  of 
Congress  and  is  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  17SJ.     In  the  instructions  it  is  named  w 
out  any  explanation,  as  if  it  were  a  point  perfectly  wcU  known.     In 
was  so,  for  although  it  never  had  been  marked  by  a  mouotncot,  nor  perlupa  vj 
by  the  foot  of  man,  its  position  could  be  laid  down  upon  a  map;  nay.  WKl  safl 
many  existing  maps,  and  the  directions  for  finding  it  on  the  ground  were  clearf 
explicit    These  directions  arc  to  be  found  in  the  royul  proclamation  of  October,  vA 
end  in  the  commission  to  Montague  Wihnot,  goi-emor  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  ci 
raueons  date.     Any  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  position  of  tliis  angle  whi^  n 
have  existed  in  relation  to  the  meaning  of  the  first  of  these  iitstruRients  is  ri 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1774.  commonly  called  the  Quebec  act. 

Before  citing  these  instroments  it  will  be  proper  to  refer  to  tl 
under  which  the  two  Gt«t  were  ismed.  * 

Great  Britain,  after  *  successful  war,  fooad  hcnclf  in  posscssjon  ti  the  wH 
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eutem  side  of  the  eontinent  of  North  America.  So  much  of  this  as  lay  to  the  south 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude  had  been  previously 
made  the  subject  of  charters  from  the  British  Crown  under  a  claim  of  right  from 
priority  of  discovery.*  The  possession  of  tliis  wide  tract  was  not  uncontested,  and 
various  other  European  nations  had  attempted  to  found  settlements  within  the  limits 
of  the  British  charters.  In  such  cases  it  was  held  as  a  matter  of  law  that  where  the 
occupation  or  defense  of  the  territory  granted  had  been  neglected  the  right  had 
ceased,  and  the  country,  when  recovered  by  conquest  or  restored  !*y  treaty,  was  again 
vested  in  the  Crown,  to  be  made  the  subject  of  new  grants  or  governed  as  a  royal 
colony.  Thus,  when  the  settlements  made  by  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  which  by 
the  fortune  of  war  had  become  wholly  vested  in  Holland,  were  reduced,  the  Crown 
exercised  its  rights  by  conveying  them  to  the  Duke  of  York,  although  covered  in  a 
great  part,  if  not  wholly,  by  previous  charters;  and  when  these  countries  were  again 
occupied  by  the  Dutch  and  restored  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  it  was  thought  necessary 
that  the  title  of  the  Duke  of  York  should  be  restored  by  a  fresh  grant.  In  both  of 
these  charters  to  that  prince  was  included  the  Province  of  Sagadahock,  within  whose 
chartered  limits  was  comprised  the  territory  at  present  in  dispute.  This  Province, 
confined  on  the  sea  between  the  rivers  St.  Croix  and  Kennebec,  had  for  its  opposite 
limits  the  St.  Lawrence,  or,  as  the  grant  expresses  it,  *' extending  from  the  river  of 
Kenebeque  and  so  upward  by  the  shortest  course  to  the  river  Canada  northward." 
The  shortest  course  from  the  source  of  the  Kennebec  to  the  St.  Lawrence  is  by  the 
present  Kennebec  road.  This  grant  therefore  covered  the  whole  space  along  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  about  the  mouth  of  the  Chaudiere  River  f  to  the  eastern  limit  of  the 
grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander.  By  the  accession  of  James  II,  or,  as  some  maintain, 
by  the  act  of  attainder,  it  matters  not  which,  this  Province  reverted  to  the  Crown, 
and  was  by  it  granted,  in  1691,  to  the  colony  of  Massachusetts;  In  the  same  charter 
Nova  Scotia  also  was  included.  This  has  been  called  a  wir  grant,  as  in  fact  it  was, 
and  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  speedily  availed  themselves  of  it  by  conquering  the 
whole  of  the  territory  conveyed  except  the  island  of  Cape  Breton.  The  latter,  too, 
fell  before  the  unassisted  arms  of  the  New  England  Provinces  in  1745,  at  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  the  contest  of  a  civil  war  to  give  aid  either 
in  money  or  in  men  to  her  transatlantic  possessions. 

The  colony  of  Massachusetts,  therefore,  could  not  be  charged  with  any  want  of 
energy  in  asserting  her  chartered  rights  to  the  territory  in  question.  It  is,  in  fact, 
due  to  her  exertions  that  both  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  came  at  so  early  a 
period  into  the  possession  of  the  British  Crown.  In  1654  the  French  settlements  as 
far  as  Port  Royal,  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  were  reduced  by  Major  Sedgwick, 
but  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  they  were  restored  to  France. 

In  1690  Sir  William  Phips,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  force  of  700  men, 
raised  in  that  colony,  again  conquered  the  country,  and  although  on  his  return  the 
French  dislodged  the  garrison  possession  was  forthwith  resumed  by  an  expedition 
under  Colonel  Church.  Acadic,  however,  or  Nova  Scotia,  was  ceded  again  to  France 
by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick.  After  several  spirited  but  unsuccessful  attempts  dining 
the  War  of  the  Succession,  General  Nicholson,  with  a  force  of  five  regiments,  four  of 
which  were  levied  in  Massachusetts,  reduced  Port  Royal,  and  by  its  capitulation  the 
present  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  were  permanently  annexed 
to  the  British  Crown.  ^  Finally  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  War  of 
1776,  took  possession  of  the  territory,  and  occupied  it  until  the  date  of  the  treaty  of 

•  Sebaatian  Cabot,  in  the  employ  of  Henry  VII,  discovered  the  continent  of  North  America  a4th 
Jane,  1497,  and  explored  it  from  Hudsons  Bay  to  Florida  in  1498.  Columbus  discovered  South 
America  ist  August,  1498,  while  the  vojmge  of  Vespucci,  whose  name  has  been  given  to  the  conti- 
nent, was  not  performed  until  1499.— Humboldt. 

fSee  Note  VI.  p.  147. 
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M  P— vol.  IV— 9 


130  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

1783.     This  occupation  was  not  timitedbj  the  SL  Croix,  or  ctcq  tn- the  St.  John,  bl 
inclnded  the  whole  of  the  southern  part  of  New  Brunswiclc,  while  the  peninsala  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  only  preserved  to  Great  Britain  by  the  fortification  of  the  isthimw 
which  unites  it  to  the  raaitiland,* 

The  lecession  of  Acadie.  or  Nova  Scotia,  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Rjswv^  di- 
vested Massachusetts  only  of  the  territory  granted  her  in  the  chsitel-  of  1691  anda 
the  latter  name.  Her  war  title  to  Sagadahock  was  confirmed  by  a  conquest  with  her 
own  unaided  arms;  and  even  the  cession  of  Nova.  Scotia  was  a  manifest  injustice  to 
her,  as  she  was  at  the  moment  in  full  possessiaii  of  it.  It.  however,  suited  the  par- 
pose  of  Great  Britain  to  baiter  this  part  of  the  conquest  of  that  colony  for  object*  of 
more  immediate  interest. 

Admitting  that  England  did  convey  a  port  or  the  whole  of  Sagadabock  to  Fiance 
*  under  the  t-agne  name  of  Acadie  or  Nova  Scotia.t  the  conquest  by  MjMSucbnsetta  in 
1710  renewed  her  rights  to  this  much  at  least,  and  although  the  Ciown  appropriated 
to  itself  the  lion's  shore  of  the  spoils  by  making  Nova  Scotia  a  n>yal  province,  it  did 
not  attempt  to  disturb  her  possesion  of  Sagadahock.  So  far  from  so  doing,  the  con^ 
mission  of  the  royal  governors  was  limited  to  the  west  by  the  St.  Croix,  althongfa 
it  was  stated  in  a  saving  clause  that  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  extended  of  right 
to  the  PenobscoL  From  that  time  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
a  space  of  more  than  sixty  years,  the  Province  of  Sagadahock  was  left  in  the  undi*- 
turbed  possession  of  Massachusetts  nndei  the  charter  of  1691. 

In  defiance  of  this  charter  the  French  proceeded  to  occnpy  the  right  bonk  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  which  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Quebec  and  the  cession  in  the 
treaty  of  1763  was  paitially  held  by  settlements  of  Canadians.  The  Crown  there- 
fore acted  upon  tlie  principle  that  the  right  of  Massachusetts  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  had  thus  become  void ,  and  proceeded  by  proclamation  to  form  the 
possessions  of  Prance  on  both  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  into  a  royal  colony  under 
the  name  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

This  was  not  done  without  a  decided  oppodtion  on  the  pert  of  Massocbnsctts,  but 
any  decision  in  respect  to  her  claims  was  rendered  needless  by  the  totalling  out  of 
the  War  of  Independence.  It  is  outy  proper  to  remark  that  this  opposUion  was  in 
fact  made  and  that  her  claim  to  the  r^ht  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  only  aban- 
doned by  the  treaty  of  1783.  The  country  of  which  it  was  intended  to  divest  her 
by  the  proclamation  of  1763  is  described  in  a  letter  of  her  agent,  Mr.  Mandoit,  to 
the  general  court  of  that  colony  as  "the  narrow  tract  of  land  which  lies  beyond 
the  sources  of  all  your  rivers  and  is  watered  by  those  which  run  into  the  St.  Law- 

It  is  assigned  by  him  as  a  reason  why  the  Prorittce  of  Massadiusetts  should  assent 
to  the  boundary  assigned  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  by  the  proclamation  that  "  it 
would  not  be  of  any  great  consequence  to  you"  (MassachasettsK  "but  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  Crown  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  Province  of  Quebec."  The 
part  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  whose  continuity  with  the  rest  of  that  colony  was  to 
be  preserved  is  evidently  the  district  of  Gaspe,  of  which  Nova  Scotia,  a  royal  colony, 
was  divested  by  the  same  proclamation.  For  this  continuity  no  nu 
than  a  road  along  the  St.  Lawrence  itself,  and  the  reason  would  have  been  a 
applied  to  any  country  lying  beyond  the  streams  which  fall  into  thai  river,  for  ■ 
to  the  present  day  no  communication  between  parts  of  Canada  exists  throogb  a 
part  of  the  disputed  territory.  The  narrow  territory  thus  advised  ti 
extends,  according  to  the  views  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugb,  frotn  fl 
Great  Falls  of  the  St  John  to  Quebec,  a  distance  in  a  straight  line  of  160  n  " 
has  a  figure  not  far  from  triangular,  of  which  this  line  is  the  perpendicular  and  d 
■bore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  Chaodiere  to  the  Metis  the  base.  It  coi 
about  16,000  squATC  miles.  It  would  have  been  a  pel  icision  of  Unguage  it 
imy,  VoL  I,  pp.  1**-^  ISMNotcnLlip.  MT.  M^ 


John  Tyler  131 

Hsndnit  to  deacribe  tliis  to  his  employers  as  a  narrow  tract.  But  the  space  whose 
cession  he  really  intended  to  advise  is  in  every  sense  a  narrow  tract,  for  its  length 
along  the  St.  Lawrence  is  abont  200  miles,  and  its  average  breadth  to  the  sources  of 
the  streams  30.  It  contains  6,000  square  miles,  and  is  described  by  him  in  a  manner 
that  leaves  no  question  as  to  its  extent  being  **  watered  by  streams  **  which  **  run  into 
the  St.  Lawrence.'*  It  therefore  did  not  include  any  country  watered  by  streams 
which  nm  into  the  St.  John. 

It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  the  term  narrow  has  Qvei 
been  applied  to  a  triangle  almost  right  angled  and  nearly  isosceles,  and  it  is  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  this  very  expression  was  relied  upon  in  the  statement  to  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  as  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  justice  of  the  American 
claim. 

Admitting,  however,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  Crown  did  demand  this 
territory,  and  that  the  mere  advice  of  an  agent  without  powers  was  binding  on  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  fact  would  have  no  direct  bearing  upon  the  point  under  considera- 
tion. The  relinquishment  by  Massachusetts  of  the  whole  of  the  territory  west  of 
the  meridian  of  the  St.  Croix  would  not  have  changed  the  position  of  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  title  of  the  United  States  collectively  under  the  treaty 
of  1783  to  a  boundary  to  be  drawn  from  that  angle,  however  it  might  have  affected 
the  right  of  property  of  that  State  to  the  lands  within  it. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  two- 
fold— ^that  of  the  individual  States  and  that  of  the  Federal  Union.  It  would  be 
possible,  therefore,  that  all  right  of  property  in  unseated  lands  within  a  State's  juris- 
diction might  be  in  the  General  Government,  and  this  is  in  fact  the  case  in  all  the 
new  States.  Even  had  Massachusetts  divested  herself  of  the  title  (which  she  has 
not)  the  treaty  of  1783  would  have  vested  it  in  the  Confederation.  She  had  at  least 
a  color  of  title,  under  which  the  Confederation  claimed  to  the  boundaries  of  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  east  and  to  the  southern  limits  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  on  the  north, 
and  this  claim  was  allowed  by  Great  Britain  in  the  treaty  of  1783  in  terms  which  are 
at  least  admitted  to  be  identical  in  meaning  with  those  of  the  proclamation  creating 
the  latter  Province.* 

To  illustrate  the  subject  further: 

Of  the  seventeen  British  colonies  in  North  America,  thirteen  succeeded  in  asserting 
their  independence;  the  two  Floridas  were  conquered  and  ceded  to  Spain;  while  of 
her  magnificent  American  domain  only  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia  were  left  to  Great 
Britain.  The  thirteen  colonies,  now  independent  States,  claimed  all  that  part  of  the 
continent  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  bounds  of  Florida  which 
was  not  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  last-named  colonies,  and  this  claim  was 
fully  admitted  by  the  boundary  agreed  to  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  Within  the  limits 
thus  assigned  it  was  well  known  that  there  were  conflicting  claims  to  parts  which 
had  more  than  once  been  covered  by  royal  charters;  it  was  even  possible  that  there 
were  portions  of  the  wide  territory  the  right  to  which  was  asserted  by  the  United 
States  and  admitted  by  Great  Britain  that  had  not  been  covered  by  any  royal  grant; 
but  the  jurisdiction  in  respect  to  disputed  rights  and  the  title  to  land  not  conveyed 
forever  ceased  to  be  in  the  British  Crown — first  by  a  successful  assertion  of  independ- 
ence in  arms,  and  finally  by  the  positive  terms  of  a  solemn  treaty. 

If  it  should  be  admitted,  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
as  inherited  by  the  State  of  Maine,  to  the  disputed  territory  is  unfounded,  it  is  a 
circumstance  that  can  not  enter  into  a  discussion  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America.  Massachusetts  did  claim,  under  at  least  the  color  of  a  title, 
not  merely  to  *^the  highlands,**  but  to  the  St.  Lawrence  itself,  and  the  claim  was 
admitted  as  far  as  the  former  by  the  treaty  of  1783.  If  it  should  hereafter  appear 
that  this  daim  can  not  be  maintained,  the  territory  which  is  not  covered  by  her 

*  Report  of  Mcttn.  Peatherstonhaugh  and  Mudge,  p.  6. 
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title,  if  within  the  boundary  o(  the  treaty  of  1783.  can  not  revert  to  Gnat  Britain, 
which  has  ceded  its  rights  tj  the  thirteefl  independent  States,  but  lo  the  Utter  in 
their  confederate  capacity,  and  is  thus  the  pcoperty  of  the  whole  Union.  As  well 
might  Great  Britain  set  up  a  claim  to  the  Stales  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  which, 
although  claimed  by  the  State  of  Geor^a,  were  found  not  to  be  covered  by  its  royal 
charter,  as  to  any  part  of  the  territory  contained  within  the  line  defined  by  the  treaty 
of  17S3.  under  pretenae  that  the  rights  of  Massachusetts  arc  not  indefeasible. 

While,  therefore,  it  is  maintained  Lhst  whether  the  title  of  Massachoaetti  be  valid 
or  not  isimmaterial  to  the  present  (jncstion,  it  may  he  further  nrged  that  not  even  the 
shadow  of  a  pretense  esisled  for  divesting  her  of  her  rights  by  the  protdamatiaa 
of  1763.  except  to  territory  which  by  neglect  she  had  permitted  France  to  occupy. 
On  this  point  the  French  are  the  best  authority,  for  it  can  not  be  pretended  that 
the  Crown  of  Bnf^land  intended  in  forming  the  Province  of  Quebec  to  go  beyood  the 
utmost  limits  of  the  claim  of  France  to  her  colony  of  Canada.  The  a 
the  part  of  France  in  the  argument  preceding  tlie  War  of  [  756  vrare : 

First  That  botli  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  arc  included  in  Canada. 

Second.  That  witli  the  exception  of  Miscou  and  Cape  Breton,  her  grants  e; 
10  leagues  from  the  river. 

Third.  That  the  commissions  of  the  governors  of  Canada  in  the  most  formal  and 
precise  manner  extended  their  jurisdiction  to  tbe  sources  of  the  rivers  which  dis- 
charge themselves  into  the  St,  Lawrence. 

Now  the  distance  of  \o  French  leagues  and  that  of  the  sources  of  the  rivets,  on  an 
at'crage,  are  nearly  identical,  and  this  narrow  tract,  of  which  alone  the  Crown  coold 
with  any  shadow  of  justice  assume  the  right  of  disposing,  is  that  of  which  Massa- 
chusetts was  intended  to  be  divested  by  the  proclamation  of  1763. 

It  was  because  Great  Britain  held  that  these  claims  on  the  part  of  France  were  too 
extensive  that  the  War  of  1756  was  waged.  In  thbwarat  least  one-half  of  theforee 
which  under  Wolfe  took  Louisburg  and  reduced  Quebec,  and  under  Amheist  forced 
the  French  artnics  in  Canada  to  a  capitulation,  was  raised  and  paid  by  the  f:oloaies. 
The  Creadon  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  covering  a  part  of  their  chartered  limits,  was 
therefore  a  just  subject  of  complaint. 

The  bounds  assigned  to  tlic  new  IVivince  of  Quebec  to  the  south  by  the  proclama- 
tioo  of  7th  October,  1763,  arc  as  follows: 

"The  line,  crossing  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lake  Champlain  in  45*  of  north 
latitude,  passes  along  tile  highlands  which  divide' the  rivers  that  empty  themselves 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and  also  along  the  north 
coast  of  the  Bay  des  Chalcurs  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  Cape  Rosieres,"  etc 

In  the  same  moulli  of  October,  1763,  the  limits  of  the  royal  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia  are  fixed,  in  the  commission  to  Governor  Wilmot,  on  the  west  "by  the  said 
river  St.  Croix  to  jts  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  thence  lo  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  our  Province  of  Quebec;  to  the  northward,  by  the  same  boundary, 
as  far  as  the  western  extremity  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs. ' ' 

Here,  then,  we  find  the  first  mention  in  an  English  dress  of  the  line  to  be  drawn 
due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix.  There  is  no  evidence  that  it  waa  a 
biuishilion  of  the  terms  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  but  if  it  wenr  it  was 
nutdc  not  byAmcricaus,  but  by  Englishmen;  and  not  only  made,  but  set  fofth  UDdcr 
the  high  authority  of  the  royal  sign  manual  aud  authenticated  by  the  gicat  seal 
of  tlie  rniteil  Kingdom  of  EngUml  and  Scotlan.1. 

The  due  nortb  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  meeting  the  south  Ixmnils  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  forms  two  angles.  One  of  these  was  the  noilbaut  angle 
o(  the  Prfwince  of  Sigpidaliocl;-.  ihc  other  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nota  ScotJn.  It 
might  be  dcbateil  whjfh  of  the  .''Ireams  Ibnt  fall  into  Passamaquoildy  Bay  was  the 
true  St.  Crnix,  but  such  a  qne*tiiio  cnuld  be  seltlnl  by  n:ferrnce  to  cridcnrr.  anil 
B  Uiw  tettled  bx  Uic  award  of  Uic  commiaHioucrs  under  ibe  fiftli  u 
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Jay's  treaty.  Among  the  many  branches  of  a  stream  it  may  for  a  moment  be  doubted 
which  is  to  be  considered  as  its  principal  source,  but  this  can  be  ascertained  by  proper 
methods,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  and  marked  with  a  monument  by  the  same 
commissioners^  The  tracing  of  a  meridian  line  may  be  a  difficult  operation  in  prac- 
tical surveying,  but  it  can  be  effected  by  proper  instruments  and  adequate  skill,  and 
this  task  has  in  fact  been  performed  by  one  of  the  present  commissioners,  after  being 
attempted  by  the  surveyors  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  The 
highlands  are  defined  in  the  commission  of  Governor  Wilmot  and  the  proclama- 
tion of  1763  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  They  are  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
Bay  of  Chaleurs  as  described  in  the  one  instrument,  and  on  the  western  extremity 
of  that  bay  as  described  by  the  other.  They  can  therefore  be  found,  and  they  have 
been  found. 

The  Congress  of  1779  and  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783  were  therefore  warranted 
in  speaking  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  if  it  were  a  known  point.  It 
could  have  been  laid  down  with  precision  on  any  good  map;  it  could  be  discovered 
by  the  use  of  adequate  methods  and  the  expenditure  of  a  sufficient  appropriation;  it 
was,  in  fact,  as  well  known  as  the  forty-fifth  and  thirty-second  parallels  of  latitude, 
which  are  named  in  the  same  article  of  the  treaty,  or  as  the  boundaries  of  very  many 
of  the  States  which  had  united  in  the  Confederation.  These  were  defined  by  the 
course  and  sources  of  rivers — by  parallels  of  latitude  and  circles  of  longitude,  eitlier 
of  indefinite  extent  or  setting  out  from  some  prescribed  point  whose  position  was  to 
be  determined.  At  the  time  of  making  these  grants,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  many 
of  the  boundaries  had  never  been  visited  by  civilized  men.  Some  of  these  lines  had, 
indeed,  been  sought  and  traced  upon  the  ground  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the 
privy  council  of  Great  Britain  or  the  high  court  of  chancery,  and  the  recollection  of 
the  operation  was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  both  parties.  Thus  in  1750  it  was  ordered 
by  the  latter  tribunal  that  the  boundary  on  the  lower  counties  on  the  Delaware  ( now 
the  State  of  that  name)  and  the  Province  of  Maryland  should  be  marked  out.  The 
boundary  was  an  arc  of  a  circle  described  around  the  town  of  Newcastle,  with  a  given 
radius,  and  a  meridian  line  tangent  thereto.  This  was  a  far  more  difficult  operation 
than  to  draw  a  meridian  line  from  a  given  point,  such  as  the  source  of  a  river.  It 
was  thought  in  1763  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  first  assistant  in  the  Royal  Observ- 
atory at  Greenwich,  and  the  American  Rittenhouse  was  associated  with  him.  This 
operation  was  not  only  of  great  contemporary  fame,  but  is  still  quoted  in  English 
books  among  the  data  whence  we  derive  our  knowledge  of  the  magnitude  and  figure 
of  the  earth.  So  also  the  same  astronomer  (Mason)  had  but  a  few  years  before  the 
War  of  Independence  commenced  the  tracing  of  a  parallel  of  latitude  from  the  former 
line  to  the  westward,  thus  marking  the  respective  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia.  With  such  examples  before  them  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
were  warranted  in  considering  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  a  point  suffi- 
ciently definite  to  be  made  not  merely  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  new  nation,  but 
the  comer  at  which  the  description  of  its  boundaries  should  begin.  It  has  been  well 
remarked  by  one  of  the  commentators*  on  the  report  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh 
and  Mndge  that  if  the  treaty  of  1783  be  a  grant  the  grantors  are  bound  by  rule  of  law 
to  mark  out  that  comer  of  their  own  land  whence  the  description  of  the  grant  com- 
mences. The  British  Government  therefore  ought,  if  it  be,  as  it  is  maintained  on  its 
part,  a  grant,  to  have  traced  the  line  of  highlands  dividing  their  Provinces  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada.  Had  this  been  done  in  conformity  with  the  proclamation  of  1763 
and  the  commission  to  Governor  Wilmot,  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  would 
be  given  by  the  trace  of  the  meridian  of  the  St.  Croix.  So  far  from  doing  this,  the 
question  has  been  complicated  by  the  denial  that  the  boundaries  defined  in  that 
{iroclaxiiation  and  in  the  treaty  of  1783  were  intended  to  be  identical.  The  argument 
on  this  point  was  so  ingenious  that  the  arbiter  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 

*Hon.  John  Holmes,  of  Maine. 
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Ghent  did  wJ.  consider  the  American  case  as  made  out,*  and  ttu5  donbt  « 
principal  ground  on  which  his  decision  rested.  It  is  therefore  an  earnest  of  a  more 
favorable  state  of  feeling  that  the  sophistiy  with  which  this  fact  had  been  TieUiEd,  at 
least  in  part,  is  now  withdrawn,  and  that  the  commission  whose  report  is  under  con- 
sideration  fiankly  admit  this  identity. t  This  admission  being  made,  it  is  obirions 
that  the  origin  of  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  must  be  sought  on  the  north  ahon 
of  the  Bay  des  Chalenra  and  at  its  western  extremity,  and  k  follows  thst  the  point 
where  this  line  of  highlands  is  cut  by  the  meridian  of  the  monument  at  the  source 
of  the  St.  Croin  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  of  the  treaty  of  17S3,  and  mmt 
lie  Id  the  north  of  the  Restigouchc,  or  in  the  very  spot  claimed  by  the  United  States. 

The  British  Covcrmuent  bos  not  only  failed  iu  marking  out  tbe  comer  of  their  ter- 
ritory at  which  the  bonndary  o(  the  United  States  begins,  but  has  in  practice  adopted 
a  very  different  point  as  the  northwest  angle  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick, 
which  now  occupies  the  place  of  ancient  Nova  Scotia  in  its  contiguity  to  the  Ameri- 
can lines.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  discussion  before  the  King  of  the  Netherlamls  tlie 
cotnmissions  of  the  governors  of  New  Brunswick  had  been,  so  far  as  the  western 
and  northern  boundaries  are  concerned,  copies  of  that  to  Co\-emor  Wilmot.  The 
tindersigned  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  when  or  how  the  form  of  these  camim»- 
sions  was  changed,  but  it  was  found  during  the  exploration  of  the  country  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  Brunswick,  limited  at  least  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John  by  the 
exploring  meridian  line,  did  not  leave  the  Bay  of  Cbaleitrs  at  its  western  extremity 
and  follow  thence  the  old  bounds  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  It.  on  the  contrary, 
was  ascertained  that  it  was  limited  by  the  Restigouchc  as  far  as  the  conSuence  of  its 
southwestern  branch,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Chacodi,  and  thence  followed 
the  latter  up  to  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  exploring  meridian  line.  On 
all  the  territory  thus  severed  from  the  ancient  domain  of  Nova  Scotia  permits  to  cut 
timber  were  found  to  have  been  issued  by  Canadian  authorities,  and  the  few  scttlen 
derived  their  titles  to  land  from  the  same  source. 

Although  this  demarcation  involves  a  double  deviation  from  the  proclamation  of 
1763  (first,  in  following  a  river  instead  of  highlands;  second,  in  taking  a  small  branch 
instead  of  pursuing  the  uiain  supply  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs),  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  may  be  considered  as  at  last  fixed  by  British  authority  at  a  point  many 
miles  north  of  the  point  claimed  to  be  such  in  the  statements  laid  before  Ibe  King 
of  the  Netherlands  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  48  miles  to  the  north  of  whete 
the  line  of  "  abraded  highlands  "  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhangli  and  Mudge  crosses  the 
St.  John.  Were  it  not  that  the  .American  claim  would  be  weakened  by  any  dui^  in 
the  strong  ground  on  which  it  has  always  rested,  it  might  be  granted  that  this  is 
in  fact  the  long-lost  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  highlands  allowed  to 
be  traced  from  that  point  through  the  sources  of  the  branches  of  the  SL  John  and 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

In  proof  of  the  position  now  assigned  to  this  angle  of  New  Brunswick,  and  OOH- 
lequently  of  ancient  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  absence  of  documents  which  the  archives  of 
Great  Britain  alone  can  furnish,  the  map  published  by  the  Society  for  the  Eacoor- 
agement  of  Useful  Knowledge,  the  several  maps  of  the  sm'veyor-general  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Canada,  and  the  most  recent  map  of  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  aiid  New 
Brunswick,  by  John  Wyld,  geographer  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  may  be  cited. 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  no  longer 
an  unknown  point.     It  can  be  found  by  a  search  conducted  in  compliance  w '  ' 
proclamation  of  1763  and  the  contemporaneous  commission  of  Governor  ^ 
and  the  researches  of  the  present  commission  show  that  it  can  not  be  far  d 
from  the  point  originally  assigned  to  It  in  the  exploring  meridian  line.    The  id 
of  the  first  of  these  documents  with  the  boundary  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is  a." 


•B«  Nou  vm.  p.  14S. 
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and  the  litter  \b  irofd  fSor  irofd  the  same  with  the  description  of  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  the  United  States  in  the  same  treaty.  Moreover,  a  northwest  angle  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  by  British  authority,  which,  did 
it  involve  no  dereliction  of  principle,  might  without  sensible  loss  be  accepted  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

IV.— HIGHIANDS  OF  THK  TREATY  OP  1 783. 

The  highlands  of  the  treaty  of  1783  are  described  as  those  **  which  divide  those 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.'*  It  has  been  uniformly  and  consistently  maintained  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  that  by  the  term  ''highlands*'  was  intended  what  is  in 
another  form  of  the  same  words  called  the  height  of  land.  The  liae  of  highlands 
in  this  sense  was  to  be  sought  by  following  the  rivers  described  in  the  treaty  to  their 
source  and  drawing  lines  between  these  sources  in  such  manner  as  to  divide  the  sur- 
face waters.  It  was  believed  that  the  sources  of  such  rivers  as  the  Connecticut  and 
the  St.  John  must  lie  in  a  country  sufficiently  elevated  to  be  entitled  to  the  epithet 
of  highlands,  although  it  should  appear  on  reaching  it  that  it  had  the  appearance  of 
a  plain.  Nay,  it  was  even  concluded,  although,  as  now  appears,  incorrectly — and 
it  was  not  feared  that  the  conclusion  would  weaken  the  American  argument — ^that 
the  line  from  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  at  least  as  far  as  the  sources  of 
Tuladi,  did  pass  through  a  country  of  that  description.  Opposite  ground  was  taken 
in  the  argument  of  Great  JBritain  by  her  agent,  but  however  acute  and  ingenious 
were  the  processes  of  reasoning  by  which  this  argument  was  supported,  it  remained 
in  his  hands  without  application,  for  the  line  claimed  by  him  on  the  part  of  his  Gov- 
enunent  was  one  having  the  same  physical  basis  for  its  delineation  as  that  claimed 
by  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  namely,  one  joining  the  culminating  points  of  the 
valleys  in  which  streams  running  in  opposite  directions  took  their  rise.  The  argu- 
ment appears  to  have  been  drawn  while  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  include  Katahdin 
and  the  other  great  mountains  in  that  neighborhood  in  his  claimed  boundary,  and  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  become  aware  how  inapplicable  it  was  in  every  sense  to  the 
line  by  which  he  was,  for  want  of  a  better,  compelled  to  abide.  The  British  Govern- 
ment, however,  virtually  abandoned  the  construction  of  their  agent  in  the  convention 
signed  in  London  the  27th  September,  1827.* 

In  this  it  was  stipulated  that  MitchelPs  and  Map  A  should  be  admitted  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others  '*as  the  only  maps  that  shall  be  considered  as  evidence**  of 
the  topography  of  the  country,  and  in  the  latter  of  these  maps,  constructed  under 
the  joint  direction  of  the  British  and  American  negotiators  by  the  astronomer  of  the 
British  Government,  it  was  agreed  that  nothing  but  the  water  courses  should  be  repre- 
sented. Finally,  it  was  admitted  in  the  report  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge 
that  the  terms  highlands  and  height  of  land  are  identical.  The  decision  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  to  which  Great  Britain  gave  her  assent  in  the  first  instance,  rec- 
ognizes the  correctness  of  the  views  entertained  in  the  American  statements.!  All 
discussion  on  this  subject  is,  however,  rendered  imnecessary  by  the  knowledge  which 
the  undersigned  have  obtained  of  the  country.  The  line  stu*veyed  by  them  not  only 
divides  rivers,  but  possesses  in  a  preeminent  degree  the  character  by  which  in  the 
British  argument  highlands  are  required  to  be  distinguished. 

It  is  sufficient  for  the  present  argument  that  the  identity  of  the  lines  pointed 
out  by  the  proclamation  of  1763  and  the  act  of  1774  with  the  boimdary  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  be  admitted.  Such  has  been  the  uniform  claim  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  such  is  the  deliberate  verdict  of 
the  Britiah  cofniniiwioner8.t    The  words  of  the  proclamation  of  1763  have  already 

*  See  Note  IX,  p.  148.  fSee  Note  X,  pp.  148, 149. 

IBeport  of  Fcathentonbaugh  and  Mudge,  pp.  6,  93. 
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been  cited.  By  reference  to  thero  it  will  be  seen  that  tbecri^nof  "theh 
is  to  be  sought  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs.  If  Ihevatv  not  lo  be 
found  there,  a  gap  exists  in  the  boundary  of  the  proclamatioD,  whi^  it  is  eridettt 
could  not  have  been  intended.  It  has  been  thought  bj'  some  that  the  gap  did  actnallv 
exist,  but  this  idea  was  founded  on  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  countrj.  Tlie  "Bxj 
of  Chaleuis  seems,  in  fact,  to  have  been  better  known  to  the  franiers  aS  the  procla- 
mation of  1 763  and  the  act  of  1 774  than  to  any  subseqneot  authorities,  whether  Britidi 
or  American.  Kesearches  made  in  the  yesir  1840  show  that  at  the  head  of  the  tide 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  a  mountain  rises  immediately  on  the  northern  bank,  which 
from  its  imposing  appearance  has  been  called  by  the  Scotch  settlera  at  its  foot  Ben 
Lomond.  This,  indeed,  has  by  measurement  been  found  to  be  no  mote  than  1.034 
feel  in  height,  but  no  one  can  deny  its  title  to  the  name  of  a  highland.  From  this 
in  of  heights  has  been  ascertained  to  eiist,  bounding  in  the  Crid 
e  the  vallej*  of  the  Malapediac  to  the  sources  of  that  stream,  which  they  tcp- 
arate  from  those  of  the  Metis.  The  height  of  land  then  passes  between  the  waten  of 
Aletis  and  Restigouche,  and.  bending  around  the  sources  of  the  latter  to  the  sounxa 
of  the  Rimouski.  begins  there  to  separate  waters  which  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  St.  John,  which  they  continue  to  do  aa  f ar  a«  the  potnt 
where  they  merge  in  the  line  admitted  by  both  parties. 

These  highlands  have  all  the  characteristics  necessary  to  constitute  them  the 
highlands  of  the  treaty.  Throughout  their  whole  northern  and  western  slopes  Bow 
streams  which  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  Beginning  at  the  Bay  of 
Chaleurs,  they  in  the  first  place  divide,  as  it  is  necessary  they  should,  waters  which 
fall  into  that  bay;  they  next  separate  the  waters  of  Restigoticbe  from  those  of  Metis; 
they  then  make  a  great  detour  to  the  south  and  inclose  the  valley  of  Rtmooski,  sq»- 
rating  its  waters  from  those  of  Matapediac  and  Restigoucbe,  the  Green  River  of  SI. 
John  and  Tuladi;  they  next  perform  a  circuit  around  Lake  Temiscouata,  separat- 
ing its  basin  from  those  of  the  Otty  and  Trois  Pistoles,  until  they  reach  the  Tentis- 
conala  portage  at  Mount  Paradis.  This  portage  they  cross  five  times,  and  finally/ 
bending  backward  to  the  notth,  inclose  the  stream  of  the  St.  Francis,  whose  waten 
they  divide  from  those  of  Trois  Pistoles.  Du  Loup,  and  the  Green  River  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Leaving  the  Temiscouata  portage  at  the  sixteenth  tnilepost.  a  region 
positively  mountainous  is  entered,  which  character  continues  to  the  sources  nf  the 
I^tchemin.  It  there  assumes  for  a  short  spoce  the  character  of  a  rolling  country,  no 
point  in  which,  however,  is  less  than  1,300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  spe«dily 
resumes  a  mountainous  character,  which  continttes  unaltered  to  the  sources  of  the 
Connecticut, 

Now  it  is  maintained  that  all  the  streams  and  waters  which  hare  been  named  as 
flowing  from  the  southern  and  eastern  sides  of  this  line  are  in  the  intended  sense  of 
the  treaty  of  17B3  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Atlantic  The  first  argn- 
ment  adduced  in  support  of  this  position  is  that  the  tamers  of  that  treaty,  having,  as 
ia  admitted,  Mitchell's  map  before  thcia,  speak  only  of  two  classes  of  rivers — those 
which  discharge  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean;  yet  upon  this  map  were  distinctly  seen  the  St.  John  and  the 
RestigoQChe.  The  latter,  indeed,  figures  twice — once  as  a  tributary  to  the  Bay  of 
.Minunichi  and  once  as  flowing  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs."  It  can  not  reaaonably  be 
ptetended  that  men  honestly  engaged  in  framing  an  article  to  prevent  "all  dis- 
pute! which  might  arise  in  future"  should  have  intentionally  passed  over  and  left 
undefined  tliesc  important  rivers,  when  by  the  simplest  phraseolc^  they  might  bare 
described  them  had  they  believed  that  in  any  future  time  a  question  coold  haiv 
■risen  whether  they  were  inclnded  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  classes  of  rivErv 
they  named.  Had  it  been  intended  that  the  dne  north  line  should  have  stopped  sboct 
«( the  St.  John,  the  bighland»  muat  have  boeo  describol  as  those  which  divide  rivets 
■SMKeteXl.it.M9. 
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which  foil  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  St,  John  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  The  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  had  been  defined  in  the  procla- 
mation of  1763  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  river  St.  John  (on  the  Labrador  coast)  to 
Cape  Rosier.  If,  then,  it  had  been  intended  that  the  meridian  line  should  not  have 
crossed  the  Restigouche,  the  phraseology  must  have  been  highlands  which  divide 
rivers  which  fall  into  the  river  and  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Where  such  obvious  modes  of  expressing  either  of  these  inten- 
tions existed,  it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  they  would  have  been  omitted;  but  had 
they  been  proposed  to  be  introduced  the  American  negotiators  would  have  been 
compelled  by  their  instructions  to  refuse  them.  Such  expressions  would  have  pre- 
scribed a  boundary  different  not  only  in  fact,  but  in  terms,  from  that  of  the  procla- 
mation of  1763  and  the  contemporaneous  commission  to  Governor  Wilmot.  Either, 
then,  the  British  plenipotentiaries  admitted  the  American  claim  to  its  utmost  extent 
or  they  fraudulently  assented  to  terms  with  the  intention  of  founding  upon  them  a 
claim  to  territory  which  if  they  had  openly  asked  for  must  have  been  denied  them. 
The  character  of  the  British  ministry  under  whose  directions  that  treaty  was  made 
forbids  the  belief  of  the  latter  having  been  intended.  The  members  of  that  ministry 
had  been  when  in  opposition  the  constant  advocates  of  an  accommodation  with  the 
colonies  or  of  an  honorable  peace  after  all  hopes  of  retaining  them  in  their  alle- 
giance had  ceased.  They  showed  on  coming  into  power  a  laudable  anxiety  to  put 
an  end  to  the  profitless  effusion  of  hiunan  blood,  and  they  wisely  saw  that  it  would 
be  of  more  profit  to  their  country  to  convert  the  new  nation  into  friends  by  the  free 
grant  of  terms  which  sooner  or  later  must  have  been  yielded  than  to  widen  the 
breach  of  kindred  ties  by  an  irritating  delay.  The  debates  which  ensued  in  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  were  made  known  show  the  view  which 
the  party  that  had  conducted  the  war  entertained  of  this  question.  The  giving  up 
of  the  very  territory  now  in  dispute  was  one  of  the  charges  made  by  them  against 
their  successors,  and  that  it  had  been  given  up  by  the  treaty  was  not  denied.  Nay, 
the  effect  of  this  admission  was  such  as  to  leave  the  administration  in  a  minority 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  thus  became  at  least  one  of  the  causes  of  the  resig- 
nation of  the  ministry*  by  which  the  treaty  had  been  made.  At  this  very  moment 
more  maps  than  one  were  published  in  London  which  exhibit  the  construction 
then  put  upon  the  treaty  by  the  British  public.  The  boundary  exhibited  upon  these 
maps  is  identical  with  that  which  the  United  States  now  claim  and  have  always 
claimed. 

The  full  avowal  that  the  boundary  of  the  treaty  of  1783  and  of  the  proclamation 
of  1763  and  act  of  1774  are  identical  greatly  simplifies  the  second  argument.  It  has 
been  heretofore  maintained  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  the  word  *'sea**  of 
the  two  latter-named  instnmients  was  not  changed  in  the  first  to  * 'Atlantic  Ocean  '* 
without  an  obvious  meaning.  All  discussion  on  this  point  is  obviated  by  the  admis- 
sion. But  it  is  still  maintained  that  the  Bay  of  Fundy  is  not  a  part  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  because  it  happens  to  be  named  in  reference  to  the  St.  Croix  in  the  same 
article  of  the  treaty.  To  show  the  extent  to  which  such  an  argument,  founded  on  a 
mere  verbal  quibble,  may  be  carried,  let  it  be  supposed  that  at  some  future  period  two 
nations  on  the  continent  of  North  America  shall  agree  on  a  boundary  in  the  follow- 
ing terms:  By  a  line  drawn  through  the  Mississippi  from  its  mouth  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  its  source;  thence  a  parallel  of  latitude  until  it  meet  the  highlands  which 
divide  the  waters  that  empty  themselves  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  Atlantic.  Could  it  be  pretended  that  because  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
Is  said  to  be  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the  boundary  must  be  transferred  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  the  Alleghanies?  Yet  this  would  be  as  reasonable  as  the  pretensions 
so  long  set  up  by  the  British  agents  and  commissioners. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  the  line  claimed  by  the  United  States  fulfills  at  least  one 

^Hamard's  PBrliamentary  Register  for  1783. 
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of  the  conditions.  The  streams  which  flow  from  one  side  of  it  fait  withoat 
lion  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  adverse  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain  in  the 
reference  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  divides  until  within  a  few  miles  of  Mars 
Hill  waters  which  fall  into  the  St.  John  from  those  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kenne- 
bec The  latter  do  not  discbarge  their  waters  directly  into  the  ocean,  but  Sagadahock 
and  Penobscot  bays  intervene,  and  the  former  falls  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy;  hence, 
according  to  the  argument  in  respect  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  this  line  fulfills  neither 
condition. 

The  line  of  Uessrs.  Fcather^onhaugh  and  Mudge  is  even  less  in  conformity  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty.  In  order  to  find  mountains  to  form  a  part  of  it  they  arc  com- 
pelted  to  go  south  of  the  source  of  branches  of  tlie  Penobscot;  thence  from  moon- 
tains  long  well  known,  at  the  sources  of  the  Allcguasli.  well  laid  down  on  the 
rejected  map  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  becomes  entangled  in  the  stream  of  the  Aroostook, 
which  it  crosses  more  than  once.  In  neither  part  does  it  divide  waters  at  alL  It 
then,  OS  if  to  make  its  discrepancy  with  the  line  defined  in  the  proclamation  of  1763 
apparent,  crosses  the  St.  John  and  extends  to  the  south  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs, 
although  that  instrument  fixes  the  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Qnebec  on  the  north 
shore  of  the  bay.  In  this  part  of  its  course  it  divides  waters  which  fall  into  the  said 
ba}'  from  those  which  fall  into  tlie  St.  John.  But  the  proclamation  with  whose 
terms  this  line  ^s  said  to  be  identical  directs  that  the  highlands  ^all  diride  waters 
which  fall  into  tlie  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea.  If  the  branches 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  fulfill  the  first  condition,  which,  however,  is  denied,  the  St. 
John  must  fulfill  the  latter.  It  therefore  falls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  as  the 
identity  of  the  boundary  of  the  treaty  with  that  of  the  proclamation  of  1763  and  act 
of  1774  is  admitted,  then  is  the  St.  John  an  Atlantic  river,  and  the  line  claimed  by 
the  United  States  fulfills  both  conditions,  and  is  the  only  line  to  the  west  of  the 
meridian  of  the  St.  Croix  which  can  piossibly  do  so. 

The  choice  of  a  line  different  from  that  presented  to  the  choice  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  is  no  new  instance  of  the  uncert^nty  which  has  affected  all  the  forms 
in  which  Great  Britain  has  urged  her  claim. 

In  fact,  nothing  shows  more  conclusively  the  weakness  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
British  claim  rests  than  the  continual  changes  which  tt  ha3  been  necessary  to  make 
in  order  to  found  any  feasible  argument  upon  it.*  In  the  discussion  of  179S  it  was 
maintained  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  the  meridian  line  must  cross  the  St.  John 
River;  in  the  argument  before  the  commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  it  was  denied  that  it  ever  could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  framcrs  of 
the  treaty  of  1783  that  it  should.  Yet  the  mouthpiece  by  which  both  arguments 
delivered  was  one  and  the  same  person.  The  same  agent  chose  as  the  terminatit 
what  he  attempted  to  represent  as  a  continuous  rmige  of  hills  an  isolated 
Mars  Hill;  and  the  commissioners  whose  report  is  under  consideration  pid 
of  abraded  highlands,  "the  maximam  axis  of  elevation."  in  a  region  o 
British  engineers  have  proposed  to  carry  a  railroad  as  tlie  most  lei-cl  and  I 
which  exists  between  St,  Andrews  and  Quebec. t- 

On  the  other  hand,  the  American  claim,  based  on  the  only  practicable  inte 
don  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  bos  been  consistent  throughout:  "Lettlie  meridian  lEoebe 
extended  until  it  meets  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  as  defined 
by  the  pTOcUmation  of  1763  and  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1774." 

No  argument  can  be  drawn  against  the  American  claim  from  the  secret  instruc- 
tions of  Congress  dated  August,  1779.  All  tliat  is  shown  by  tbcsc  instructioiia  ia  the 
willingnesB  to  accept  ■  more  convenient  boundary — one  defined  by  a  great  naCund 
feature,  and  which  would  have  rendered  the  difficult  operation  of  tracing  th«  " 
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of  highlands  and  that  of  determining  the  meridian  of  the  St.  Croix  by  astronomic 
methods  unnecessary.    The  words  of  the  instructions  are: 

**And  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  St.  John  from  its  source 
to  its  month  in  the  Bay  of  Pundy,  <7r  by  a  line  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  formerly  called  the  Province  of  Maine 
and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective  rights,  comprehending 
all  islands  within  20  leagues  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States  and  lying  between  lines 
to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Florida  on  the  other  part  shall  respectively  touch 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 

The  proposal  in  the  first  alternative  was  to  appearance  a  perfectly  fair  one.  From 
an  estimate  made  by  Dr.  Tiarks,  the  astronomer  of  Great  Britain  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  conformity  with  directions  from  Colonel  Barclay,  the 
British  commissioner,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  whole  disputed  territory  contained' 
10,705  square  miles;  that  the  territory  bounded  by  the  St.  John  to  its  mouth  con- 
tained 707  square  miles  less,  or  9,998  square  miles.  The  difference  at  the  time  was 
probably  believed  to  be  insensible.  The  first  alternative  was,  however,  rejected  by 
Great  Britain,  and  obviously  on  grounds  connected  with  a  difference  in  supposed 
advantage  between  the  two  propositions.  The  American  commissioners  were  satis- 
fied that  they  could  urge  no  legal  claim  along  the  coast  beyond  the  river  St.  Croix; 
they  therefore  treated  on  the  other  alternative  in  their  instructions — ^the  admitted 
limits  between  Massacht&etts  and  Nova  Scotia.  Even  in  the  former  alternative. 
Nova  Scotia  would  still  have  had  a  northwest  angle,  for  the  very  use  of  the  term 
shows  that  by  the  St.  John  its  northwestern  and  not  the  southwestern  branch  was 
intended. 

At  that  moment,  when  the  interior  of  the  country  was  unknown,  the  adoption  of 
the  St.  John  as  the  boundary,  even  admitting  that  the  Walloostook,  its  southwestern 
branch,  is  the  main  stream,  would  have  given  to  the  United  States  a  territory  of 
more  immediate  value  than  that  they  now  claim.  For  this  very  reason  the  propo- 
sition was  instantly  rejected  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts  was 
forced  to  be  contented  with  the  distant  region  now  in  debate — a  region  then  believed 
to  be  almost  inaccessible  and  hardly  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Even  now,  were  there  not  vested  private  rights  on  both  sides  which  might  render 
such  a  plan  difficult  of  application,  the  undersigned  would  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend that  this  line  should  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  one  which  is  claimed  under  the 
treaty  of  1783. 

It  is  finally  obvious,  from  the  most  cursory  inspection  of  any  of  the  maps  of  the 
territory  in  question,  that  the  line  claimed  for  Great  Britain  in  the  argument  before 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands  fulfills  no  more  than  one  of  the  two  conditions,  while 
that  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge  fulfills  neither;  and  as  the  line  claimed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  denied  to  be  capable  of  meeting  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  of  1783  by  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  line  that,  in  conformity  with  the  British 
argument,  can  be  drawn  within  the  disputed  territory  or  its  vicinity  that  will  comply 
with  either  of  the  conditions.  This  is  as  well  and  as  distinctly  shown  in  the  map 
of  Mitchell  as  in  the  map  of  the  British  commission.  It  would  therefore  appear,  if 
these  views  be  correct,  that  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783  went  through  the  sol- 
emn farce  of  binding  their  respective  Governments  to  a  boundary  which  they  well 
knew  did  not  and  could  not  exist 

v.— NORTHWBSr  HBAD  OP  CONNBCTICUT  RIVBR. 

The  tme  mode  of  determining  the  most  northwesterly  of  any  two  given  points 
need  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  discussion.  It  has  already  been  a  matter  adjudicated 
and  assented  to  by  both  Governments,  in  the  case  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The 
point  to  be  conaldered  as  most  to  the  northwest  is  that  which  a  ruler  laid  on  a  map 
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diawn  according  to  Mercator's  projection  in  a  direction  nortbesat  aad  s 
and  moved  parallel  to  itself  toirard  the  norttiwest  would  last  toucti.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Connecticut,  which  fonna  the  lake  of  thai 
name,  is  excluded,  for  its  source,  so  far  from  lying  to  the  northwest  of  those  at  the 
other  two  branches  which  have  been  explored,  actually  lies  to  the  south  ol  the  sonroe 
of  the  Indian  Stream.  The  question  must  therefore  lie  between  the  twi>  othcn,  aad 
it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  decide  which  of  them  is  best  entitled  to  the  e{Mtfaet,  as  tbeii 
•ources  lie  very  nearly  in  the  same  northeast  and  southvrest  rhomb  line.  Another 
circumstance  would,  however,  render  the  decisioD  betweeti  them  ea*;^.  The  lortf- 
fifth  parallel  of  latitude,  as  laid  out  by  the  surveyors  of  the  Provinces  o(  Quebec  and 
New  York  in  conformity  with  the  proclamation  of  1763,  crosses  Halls  Stresun  above 
its  junction  with  the  united  current  of  the  other  two.  In  thu  case  the  latter  is  the 
Connecticut  River  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  Halls  Streajn,  which  has  not  yci  joined 
it.  must  be  excluded.  The  parallel,  as  corrected  by  the  united  opciations  of  the 
British  and  American  astronomers  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  tieBty  of  Ghent, 
does  not  touch  Halls  Stream,  and  the  Connecticut  River,  to  which  it  is  praduced,  ii 
the  united  current  of  the  three  streams.  It,  then,  the  corrected  parallel  aboold 
become  the  boundary  between  the  United  Sta.tes  and  the  British  Prorinces,  Balla 
Stream  must  become  one  of  those  the  claim  of  whose  source  to  the  title  of  the  notth- 
westemmost  head  of  Connecticut  River  is  to  be  examined.  And  here  it  may  be 
suggested,  although  with  the  hesitation  that  is  natui^  in  impeaching  such  high 
authority,  that  the  commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  in  all 
probability  misconstrued  that  instrument  when  tbey  reopened  the  question  of  the 
forty-fifth  parallel.  It  can  not  be  said  that  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude  had  "  »al 
been  surveyed, ' '  when  it  is  notorious  that  it  had  been  traced  and  marked  throughout 
the  whole  extent  from  St.  Regis  to  the  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River. 

Id  studying,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration,  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  boundary 
line  it  will  be  found  that  a  change  was  made  in  it  by  the  Quebec  act  of  1774.  The 
proclamation  of  1763  directs  the  forty-fifth  parallel  to  be  continued  only  until  ii 
meets  highlands,  while  in  that  bill  the  Connecticut  River  is  made  the  boundary  of 
the  Pmvitice  of  Quebec  Now  the  earlier  of  these  instruments  was  evidently  founded 
BpOQ  the  French  claim  to  extend  thctr  possession  of  Canada  to  leagues  from  the  St. 
I^wrence  River,  and  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  looking  to  tbc  south,  are  seen 

I  iDOuntsins  whence  rivers  flow  to  the  St,  Lawrence.  On  their  oppoate  slope  tberc 
a  probabiUty  that  streams  might  flow  to  the  Atlantic.  These  mountains,  bow- 
r,  are  visibly  separated  from  those  over  which  the  line  claimed  by  the  United 

'  States  runs  by  a  wide  gap.  This  b  the  valley  of  the  Chaudiere;  and  the  St.  Praocts 
also  rises  on  the  soutbeastem  side  of  these  mountains  and  makes  its  way  Ihroagh 
them.  It  is  not.  therefore,  in  any  sense  a  dividing  ridge.  Vet  under  the  procla- 
mation of  1763  the  ProiHuces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  claimed  and  were 
entitled  to  the  territory  lying  behind  it,  which  is  covered  by  their  royal  charters. 
The  Qacbec  act,  it  would  appear,  was  intended  to  divest  them  of  it.  and  accord- 
ing to  the  construction  of  the  treaty  of  1783  now  contended  for  the  United  States 
acquiesced  in  this  diminution  of  the  territory  of  those  members  of  the  Union.  If. 
however,  it  be  true,  as  maiDtained  by  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugb  and  3lud^,  Ih^I 
the  highlands  seen  to  the  south  of  Qnebec  are  a  portion  of  the  ridge  seen  from  soruth- 
east  to  northeast,  and  if,  as  they  maintain,  so  deep  and  wide  a  valley  as  that  of  the 
St  John  is  no  disruption  of  the  continuity  of  highlands,  it  would  be  possible  to  sbtxw 
that  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  of  1783  are  made  up  of  these  two  ridges  «f  moantaiiis 
and  that  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  eastern  ti>wmlli]is.  Tliis 
ruige  of  highlands  would  coincide  with  the  terms  of  the  pmclamatiain  of  1763  bj 
terminating  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Choleurs.  while  the  ofandad  highlands 
of  Messrs.  PealherstonhaDgh  and  Mudge  Icrminale  on  lis  south  abon.  In  fact,  tberr 
ii  so  tftisi  in  their  vvunidi  which  might  not  be  adduced  to  snppoct  tlus  clatnii  mr 
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ftiiy  apparent  absnrdity  in  preferring  it  which  wonld  not  find  its  parallel  in  one  or 
other  of  the  poaitionfl  they  assume. 

In  this  view  of  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  line  it  becomes  evident,  however, 
that  in  divesting  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  by  the  Quebec  act 
of  territory  admitted  to  belong  to  them  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  the  British  Par- 
liament must  have  intended  to  make  the  encroachment  as  small  as  possible,  and  the 
first  important  branch  of  the  Connecticut  met  with  in  tracing  the  forty-fifth  parallel 
must  have  been  intended.  This  intention  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  words  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  which  chose  from  among  the  branches  of  the  Connecticut  that  whose 
source  is  farthest  to  the  northwest. 

It  has  therefore  been  shown  in  the  foregoing  statement — 

1.  That  the  river  to  be  considered  as  the  St.  Croix  and  its  true  source  have  been 
designated  by  a  solemn  act,  to  which  the  good  faith  of  the  majesty  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  pledged,  and  can  not  now  be  disttu-bed. 

2.  That  tlie  boundary  line  must,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  be  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  that  river,  and  in  no  other  direction 
whatever.  ^ 

3.  That  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  was  a  point  sufficiently  known  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty  of  1783  to  be  made  the  starting  point  of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States;  that  it  was  both  described  in  the  treaty  and  defined,  without  being  named 
in  previous  official  acts  of  the  British  Government,  in  so  forcible  a  manner  that  no 
difficulty  need  have  existed  in  finding  it. 

4.  That  the  line  of  highlands  claimed  by  the  United  States  is,  as  the  argument  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  has  maintained  it  ought  to  be,  in  a  mountainous  region, 
while  that  proposed  by  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge  does  not  possess  this 
character;  that  it  is  also,  in  the  sense  uniformly  maintained  by  the  United  States,  the 
height  of  land,  which  that  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  Mudge  is  not;  that  it 
fulfills  in  every  sense  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  of  1763,  the  Quebec  act  of 
1774,  and  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  no  other  line  that  c^  possibly  be  drawn  in  the 
territory  in  question  can  perform. 

5.  That  as  far  as  the  Indian  Stream  and  that  flowing  through  Lake  Connecticut 
are  concerned,  the  source  of  the  former  must  in  the  sense  established  by  the  assent  of 
both  parties  be  considered  as  the  northwestern  source  of  the  Connecticut  River,  but 
that  if  the  old  demarcation  of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  be  disturbed  the  question  must 
lie  between  the  sources  of  Halls  and  of  Indian  streams. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  y^c  r£>jwtck 

JAMES  D.  GRAHAM, 
A.  TAIX^OTT, 

Cofnmissioners, 

Note  I. 

[Treaty  of  1794,  Article  V.] 

Whereas  doilbts  have  arisen  what  river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of 
the  river  St.  Croix  mentioned  in  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  and  forming  a  part  of  the 
boundary  therein  described,  that  question  shall  be  referred  to  the  final  decision  of 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

One  commissioner  shall  be  named  by  His  Majesty  and  one  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  the  said 
two  commissioners  shall  agree  on  the  choice  of  a  third,  or,  if  they  can  not  so  aeree, 
they  shall  each  propose  one  person,  and  of  the  two  names  so  proposed  one  shall  be 
drawn  by  lot  in  the  presence  of  the  two  original  commissioners;  and  the  three  com- 
missioners so  appointed  shall  be  sworn  impartially  to  examine  and  decide  the  said 
question  accordmg  to  such  evidence  as  shall  respectively  be  laid  before  them  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  and  of  the  United  States.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  Halifax,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places 
as  they  shall  think  fit.    They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  secretary  and  to  employ 
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Bucli  Burveyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge  necessary.     The  said  c 
aioners  shall,  hy  a  declaration  under  their  hands  and  seals,  decide  what  r 
river  St.  Croix  intended  by  the  treaty.     The  said  dectaratioQ  shall  contain 
tion  of  the  said  Tiver  sad  shall  particnlarize  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  its  n 
snd  of  its  aonice.      Duplicates  of  this  declaration  and  of  the  statemen'"     ' 
accounts  and  of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  shall  be  delivered  by  tl 
agent  of  Ilia  Majesty  mid  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  n  _ 
appointed  and  authorized  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  the  respective  G 
ments.     And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  decision  as  final  and  condi 
as  that  the  same  shall  never  thereafter  be  called  into  question  or  made  the  » 
dispute  or  difference  between  them. 

Note  IL 

Declaration  of  the  comtnissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  tr-eaty  of  i. 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  true  river  St.  Croix,  t , 
Thomas  Barclav,  Dawd  Uowcll,  and  Egbert  Benson,  commissioners  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  finally  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion "What  river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the  river  St- Croix  mentiooed 


DECtARATION. 

We,  the  said  commissioners,  having  been  sworn  impartislly  to  examifie  and  decide 
the  said  question  according  to  such  evidence  as  should  respectively  be  laid  before  us 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Govemmeutandof  the  United  States,  respectii-ely,  appointed 
and  authorized  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  the  respective  Governments, 
have  decided,  and  hereby  do  decide,  the  river  hereinafter  particularly  described  and 
mentioned  to  be  the  river  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the  river  St.  Croix  in 
the  said  treaty  of  peace,  and  forraingapaitofthe  boundary  therein  described;  that  is 
to  say,  the  mouth  of  the  said  river  is  in  Passomaquoddy  Bay  at  a  point  of  land  called 
Joes  Point,  about  I  mite  northward  from  the  northern  part  of  St.  Andrews  Island, 
and  in  the  latitude  of  45°  5'and5"north,  andiatlielongittideof  67"  la*  and  30"  west 
from  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  in  Great  Britain,  and  3°  S4'  atid  is" 
east  from  Harvard- College,  in  the  I'niversity  of  Cambrid^,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  the  oourse  of  the  said  river  up  from  its  said  mouth  is  northerly  to  a 
point  of  land  called  the  Devils  Head;  tlien,  turning  thesaid  point,  is  westerly  to  where 
It  divides  into  two  streams,  the  one  coming  from  the  westward  and  the  other  from 
the  northward,  having  the  Indian  name  of  Cheputnatccook,  or  Chebuitcook.  as  the 
same  may  be  variously  spelt;  then  up  the  said  stream  so  coming  from  the  north- 
ward to  its  source,  which  is  at  a  stake  near  a  yeUow-birch  tree  hooped  with  iron  and 
marked  S.  T.  and  J.  H..  1797,  by  Samuel  Titcomb  and  John  Harris,  the  Borveyors 
employed  to  survey  the  above-mentioned  stream  coming  from  the  oorthwatd. 


[Article  V  of  the  tiwHy  ot  Ghent  1814.] 

Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  highlands  lying  due  north  from  the  sc 
river  St.  Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powen 
as  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwestermnost  bead  of  Connecti- 
cttt  River  has  yet  been  ascertained;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  powers  which  extends  from  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix  directly  north  to  the  above-mentioned  northwest  angle  of  Nora  Scotia; 
thence  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themaelves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  th«  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  River;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river 
to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  by  a  line  due  west  on  said  lotitodt) 
until  it  strikes  the  nver  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  lias  not  yet  been  surveyed,  it  is  agreed 
that  for  these  several  purposes  tvro  commissioners  sltall  be  appointed,  swam,  and 
authorized  to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  with  respect  to  those  mmtiolied  tB 
the  next  preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  qiecified  in  the  present  aiticie.  TlH 
said  commissioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  Province  of  New  Bnii 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they  iUibII  Ifa 
The  said  commtssioaers  shall  bavepo««rtoascert&ia  and  determine  thcpoinUi 
mcntioiied  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  tic«^  of  peace  of  17^ 
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shall  cause  the  txrandary  aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  river 
Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  according  to  the  said  provisions. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  make  a  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a 
dedaratioii  under  their  hands  and  seals  certifying  it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said 
boundary,  and  particularizing  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  oTthe  northwestemmost  head  of  Connecticut  River,  and  of  such  other 
points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they  mav  deem  proper;  and  both  parties  agree  to  con- 
sider such  map  and  declaration  as  finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  boundary. 
And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  differing,  or  both  or  either  of  them 
refusing,  declining,  or  willfully  omittine  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  state- 
ments shall  be  made  by  them  or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  sov- 
ereign or  state  diaU  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article 
is  contauied,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herem  repeated. 

Note  IV. 

The  point  orinnally  chosen  by  the  commissioners  in  1798  as  the  source  of  the  St 
Croix  was  to  all  appearance  the  act  of  an  tunpire  who  wished  to  reconcile  two  con- 
tending claims  by  giving  to  each  party  about  half  the  matter  in  dispute.  No  one 
who  compares  Mitchell's  map  with  that  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhau^h  and  Mudge 
can  fail  to  recognize  in  the  St.  Croix  of  the  former  the  Magaguadavic  of  the  latter. 
That  this  was  the  St.  Croix  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  main- 
tained, and,  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  proved  on  the  American  side.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  river  called  St.  Croix  by  De  Monts  was  the  Schoo- 
diac;  and  the  agent  of  Great  Britain  insisted  that  the  letter  of  the  instrument  was  to 
be  received  as  the  only  evidence,  no  matter  what  might  have  been  the  intentions 
of  the  framers.  The  Ajnerican  ai]^ument  rested  on  the  equity  of  the  case,  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  strict  legal  interpretation  of  the  document.  The  commissioners  were 
divided  in  opinion,  each  espousing  the  cause  of  his  country.  In  this  position  of 
things  the  umpire  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  1794  was  chosen,  and  in  the  United 
States  it  has  always  been  believed  unfort  mately  for  her  pretensions.  A  lawyer  of 
eminence,  who  had  rrached  the  seat  of  a  iudge,  first  of  a  State  court  and  then  of 
a  tribunal  of  the  General  Government,  he  prided  himself  on  his  freedom  from 
the  influence  of  feeling  in  his  decisions.  As  commissioner  for  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  he  had  offended  the  former, 
of  which  he  was  a  native,  by  admitting  the  claim  of  the  latter  in  its  full  extent,  and 
it  was  believed  that  he  would  rather  encounter  the  odium  of  his  fellow-citizens  than 
run  the  risk  of  being  charged  with  partiality  toward  them.  Colonel  Barclay,  the 
British  commissioner,  who  concurred  in  choosing  him  as  imipire,  had  been  his 
schoolfellow  and  youthful  associate,  and  it  is  believed  in  the  United  States  that  he 
concurred  in,  if  he  did  not  prompt,  the  nomination  from  a  knowledge  of  this  feature 
of  character.  Had  he,  as  is  insmuated  by  Messrs.  Peatherstonhau^h  and  Mudge, 
been  inclined  to  act  with  partiality  toward  his  own  country,  he  had  most  plausible 
grounds  for  givine  a  verdict  in  her  favor,  and  that  he  did  not  found  his  decisions 
upon  them  is  evidence  of  a  determination  to  be  impartial,  which  his  countr3rmen 
have  said  was  manifested  in  a  leaning  to  the  opposite  side.  Those  who  suspect  him 
of  being  biased  by  improper  motives  must  either  be  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  or  else  incapable  of  estimating  the  purity  of  the  character  of  Egbert  Ben- 
son. His  award,  however,  has  nothings  to  do  with  the  question,  as  it  was  never  acted 
upon.  Both  parties  were  dissatisfied  with  the  conclusions  at  which  he  arrived,  and  in 
consequence  a  conventional  line  in  which  both  concurred  was  agreed  upon,  and  the 
award  of  the  commissioners  was  no  more  than  a  formal  act  to  make  this  convention 
binding. 

If,  then,  both  Governments  should  think  it  expedient  to  unsettle  the  vested  rights 
which  have  arisen  out  of  the  award  of  1798,  there  is  a  strong  and  plausible  ground 
on  which  the  United  States  may  claim  the  Magaguadavic  as  their  boundary,  and  the 
meridian  line  of  its  source  will  throw  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  from  Woodstock  to 
the  Grand  Palls  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maine.  While,  therefore.,  it  is 
maintained  that  it  would  violate  good  faith  to  reopen  the  question,  there  is  good 
reason  to  hope  that  an  impartial  umpire  would  decide  it  so  as  to  give  the  United 
States  the  boundary  formerly  claimea. 

Note  K 

The  angle  made  by  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  with  the  due 
north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St  Croix  first  appeared  in  an  English  dress  in  the 
.    , .    ^  Governor  "V^^ilmot    This  was  probably  intended  to  be  identical  in  its 


't  singulas  terras 
intra  caput  seu  promonCoHui 
tudineni  quadragjnta  trii 
trioneni,  a  quo  promontt 
Sancta;  Maria;  nai-imn  vulgo  Satidt 
per  directam  li ■--—-■ - 
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meaning  with  the  terras  in  the  Latin  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  allhongh  tl 
is  no  evidence  to  that  effect.     If.  therefore,  it  were  a  false  transLalion.  Ibe  cm 
been  committed  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  on  that  of  the  Tnited  S 
But  it  is  not  a  false  translation,  as  may  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  merest  V\ 
in  classical  literature.  ,^^ 

The  words  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  as  quoted  hj  Messrs.  Featlur- 
stonhaugh  and  Sludge,  are  a$  follows,  \-\3.: 

'"'  '    '        '      '  's  ac  insulas  situatas  el  jaccntes  in  Ajnerica 

liter  Cap  dt  Sable  appellal,  jacen.  prope  lali- 
t  CO  circa  ab  equinoctial!  linea  versus  septea- 
s  maris  tenden.  ad  occidenlem  ad  stationrm 
ns  Bay.  Et  deinceps,  versus  aeptentrionem 
im  magns  illius  statiottis  navium  trajidcn, 
qnsexcurritin  terrx  orientalem  plagam  inter  rcgiones  Suriquorum  et  Etcheminorum 
vulgo  Suriquois  et  ^VfAflwinri  ad  fluvium  ^■ulgo  nomine -Saflrf*' Crarw  appellat.  El 
ad  scaturiginem  rcmotissimam  sive  fcintem  ex  occidental!  parte  ejusdem  qui  se  pri- 
mum  prediclo  fluvio  immiscet,  Unde  per  imaginariam  directam  hneam  qu^  pergere 
per  terrain  seu  curxere  versus  Be^tentrionem  concipietur  ad  proiimam  naviltm  statio- 
nem,  fluvinm,  sk\  scaturiginem  m  magno  fluvio  de  Canada  sese  exonerantem.  El  ab 
eo  pergendo  versi!s  orientem  per  mans  oris  littorales  ejusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvinm.  stationem  na^-iuni,  portum.  aut  littus  communiter  nomine  de  Gathepe  vel 
Ga^>ee  notum  el  appellatum." 

The  authentic  Latin  copy  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Aleicatider.  as  communicated 
officially  by  the  British  Government,  contains  no  commas,  and  would  read  as  follow*: 

"  Omncs  et  singidas  terras  coittiitcntis  ac  insulas  situatas  et  jacenles  in  America 
intra  caput  seu  promontorium  conimuniter  Cap  de  Sable  appellat.  Jaccn.  prope  lati- 
tudinem  quadraginta  trium  graduum  aut  co  circa  ab  cquinoctjali  linea  versus  aepten- 
trionem a  quo  proroontorio  versus  litt!!s  maris  tenden.  ad  occidenlem  ad  staliotKi^ 
Sanely  Maris  na\-iun!  %-ulgo  Sanctmareis  Bay.  El  deinceps  versus  septcntrti  ^ 
per  dircctan!  lineam  introitum  slve  ostium  magnzc  illius  stationis  navium  trajii 
qua;  eicurrit  in  terrje  orientalem  plagam  irter  regionesSuriqnomm  et  Etechemiac 
\'ulgo  Suriquois  et  Etechemines  ad  miviu  j  vulgo  nomine  Sands  Crucis  appcllat. 
ad  scatnriginem  remotissimam  sive  font  :sn  eiocddenlali  parte  ejusdem  qui  se  ^_. 
m!im  predicto  fluvio  immiscet.  L'lide  per  imaginariam  directam  lineam  quic  pergen 
per  terrani  seu  currcrc  versus  septentrionein  concipietur  ad  proximam  navium  statio- 
nctn  fluvium  vel  scatnriginetn  in  magno  fluvio  dc  Canada  sese  exonerantem.  Et  ab 
eo  pergendo  versus  orientem  per  maris  oris  littorales  ejusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvium  stationem  navium  portum  aut  littus  communiter  nomine  de  Galbepc  vcl 
Gasp^  notum  et  appellatum." 

The  translation  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh  is  as  follows: 

"All  and  each  of  the  lands  of  the  continent  and  the  islands  situated  and  lying  in 
America  within  the  headland  or  promontory  commonly  called  Cape  Sable,  lying  near 
the  forty-third  degree  of  latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line  or  thereabout:  from  which 
promontory  stretching  wcstwardly  toward  the  north  bv  the  seashore  to  the  nairal 
Btation  of  St.  Mary,  commonly  called  St  Marys  Bay;  from  thence  nassing  toward 
the  nortli  by  a  straight  line,  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  tllat  great  naval  station  which 
penetrates  the  interior  of  the  eastern  shore  betwixt  tlie  countries  of  the  Suriqi  *" 
and  EtchemiiiE.  to  the  river  commonly  called  the  St.  Croix,  and  to  the  most  rcn 
source  or  spring  of  tile  same  on  the  western  side  which  first  mingles  itself  with 
aforesaid  nver;  from  whence,  by  an  imaginary  straight  line,  whicn  may  be  supi 
(concipietur)  to  ad%-ance  into  the  country  or  to  run  toward  the  north  to  the  tn 
naval  station,  river,  or  spring  discharging  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada  and 
from  thence  advancing  toward  the  east  by  tlie  gulf  shores  of  the  said  river  of  Canada 
to  the  river,  naval  station,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  or  called  by  the  name  of 
Gathepe  orGaspe." 

The  only  American  translations  which  have  ever  been  pieaented  in  aigiiment  aie 
as  fijllows: 


(Tn.M 


t>cltir< 


KlnaofH. 


It) 


"Beginning  at  Cape  Sable,  in  43"  north  latitude  or  thereabout;  extending  tl 
wcstwardly  along  the  scasltore  to  the  road  cotumonly  called  St.  .Marys  Bay;  tT 
tuwanl  the  north  by  a  direct  line.  crriGsinj!;  the  entrance  or  mouti!  of  that  gie*< 
road  which  runs  into  the  eastern  tnirt  of  land  between  the  trrriturics  of  the  S 
quois  and  of  the  Etchemins  (  Ba\'of  Fundy  t,  to  the  river  commonly  oilleit  St.  C 
and  to  the  moil  remote  spring  or  noiircr  which  from  the  western  part  tliertod  _ 
mingles  itself  with  the  river  afoFesaid;  and  from  tltencc,  by  at)  imoguuty  dkect  U 
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which  may  be  conceived  to  stretch  through  the  land  or  to  run  toward  the  north,  to 
the  nearest  road,  river,  or  spring  empt3rinf  itself  into  the  great  river  de  Canada  (river 
St.  Lawrence);  and  from  tnence,  proceeding  eastwardly  along  the  seashores  of  the 
yaid  river  de  Canada,  to  the  river,  road,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called 
by  the  name  of  Gathepe  or  Gaspe.*' 

[Translatioii  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  American  agent  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.] 

' '  By  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter  we  do  give,  grant,  and  convey  to  the  said 
Sir  William  Alexander,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  all  and  singular  the  lands  of  the  con- 
tinent and  islands  situated  and  l3dn^  in  America  within  the  headland  or  promon- 
tory commonly  called  Cape  Sable,  Ivme  near  the  latitude  of  43°  or  thereabout,  from 
tlie  equinoctial  line  towanl  the  norui;  from  which  promontory  stretching  toward  the 
shore  of  the  sea  to  the  west  to  the  road  of  ships  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay,  and 
then  toward  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  tliat  great 
road  of  ships  which  runs  into  the  eastern  tract  of  land  between  the  territ^es  of  the 
Souriquois  and  the  Etchemins,  to  the  river  called  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  and  to 
the  most  remote  spring  or  foimtain  from  the  western  part  thereof  which  first  mingles 
itself  with  the  river  aforesaid;  whence,  by  an  imaginary  direct  line,  which  may  be 
conceived  to  go  through  or  run  toward  the  north,  to  the  nearest  road  of  ships,  river, 
or  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada;  and  from  thence  proceeding 
toward  the  east  by  the  shores  of  tlie  sea  of  the  said  river  of  Canada  to  the  river,  road 
of  ships,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Gachepe  or  Gaspe." 

But  the  translations  of  the  Americans  were  merely  for  form's  sake,  as  the  original 
Latin,  in  a  copy  fiuTiished  from  a  British  public  office,  was  laid  before  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands;  and  no  fear  need  have  been  felt  that  the  imipire  would  not  have 
been  able  to  jud^  whether  the  translations  were  true  or  not.  It  was  rather  to  be 
inferred  that  he,  in  examining  a  question  submitted  in  a  language  foreign  to  him, 
would  have  found  the  Latin  quite  as  intelligible  as  the  English.  This  examination, 
honvever,  is  wholly  superfluous. 

From  whatever  source  the  nej^tiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  derived  their  view  of 
the  boundary,  that  instrument  directs  that  it  shall  be  a  due  north  line  from  the  source 
of  the  river  St.  Croix.  This  expression  is  too  definite  to  require  explanation  or  illus- 
tration, and  it  is  only  for  those  purposes  that  any  other  instrument  can  be  permitted 
to  be  quoted. 

In  the  passages  referred  to  the  words  **  versus  septentrionem  "  occur  three  times, 
and  in  two  of  uie  instances  are  qualified  by  tlie  context  in  such  manner  as  to  leave 
no  possible  doubt  as  to  the  meaning.  The  first  time  they  occur  the  words  of  the 
passage  are,  *'pn^  latitudinem  quadraginta  trium  graduum  aut  eo  circa  versus 
septentrionem.**  The  free  translation  into  modem  idiom  is  beyond  doubt,  "near 
the  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  or  thereabout;**  and  tlie  direction  toward  the 
north  must  be  along  a  meridian  line  on  which  .latitude  is  measured,  or  due  north. 
Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh,  instead  of  connecting  in  their  translation  the 
words  "  versus  septentrionem  *  *  with  the  words  *  *  prope  latitudinem, ' '  etc. ,  witli  which 
they  stand  in  juxtaposition  in  the  Latin  text  which  they  quote,  connect  them  with 
the  wonls  **ad  occiaentem  tendentem,*'  which  occur  in  the  next  clause  of  the  sen- 
tence, even  according  to  their  own  punctuation.  We  note  this  as  a  false  translation, 
altliough  it  does  not  touch  the  point  in  dispute.  They  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  use 
it  in  their  argument;  but  even  if  the  use  they  make  of  it  had  been  successful  their 
inferences  fall,  because  drawn  from  erroneous  premises. 

The  second  clause  in  which  the  words  occur  is  as  follows:  '*Ad  stationcni  navium 
Sanctae  Maris  vul^o  St.  Marys  Bay,  et  deinceps  versus  septentrionem  per  directam 
lineam  introitum  sive  ostium  magnse  illius  stationis  navium  trajicientem,**  etc.,  "ad 
fluvium  vulgo  nomine  Sanctse  Crucis  appellatum. ' '  Here  the  line,  altliough  directed 
to  be  drawn  toward  the  north,  is  also  directed  to  be  drawn  between  two  given  points, 
and  it  is  clear  that  under  the  double  direction,  if  they  should  differ  from  each  other, 
the  position  of  the  given  points  must  govern,  and  the  line  be  traced  from  one  of  them 
to  the  other,  no  matter  what  may  be  their  bearings. 

The  last  time  the  words  occur  is  after  the  direction  that  the  line  shall  pass  up  the 
St  Croix  and  to  the  most  remote  western  spring  or  fountain  of  that  stream,  "unde 
per  imaginariam^  lineam  directam  quae  pergere  per  terram  sen  currere  versus  sep- 
tentrionem concipietnr.**  Here  alone  can  any  doubt  exist  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
terms,  and  that  is  easily  solved. 

The  boundary  pointed  out  in  the  instrument  is  **  such  as  may  be  conceived  to  go  or 
run  toward  the  north  by  (per)  a  direct  (directam)  line.**  Now  a  direct  line  toward 
the  north  OtA  be  no  other  than  a  meridian  line.  Had  it  been  merely  a  straight  line  of 
vague  northerly  direction  which  was  meant,  rectum,  the  usual  expression  for  a  mathe- 
matical stiBight  line,  would  have  been  used  instead  of  directam .    It  is,  moreover,  to  be 
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coji^ered  tliai  the  Romans  Iiad  tiames  belli  for  tbe  nartlieaa  and  nartliweal  poanU 
of  Ibe  compass,  and  that  ttlc  espTESatun  "-versus  septentiiaocm"  in  its  unit,  la^ue 
appKcatiflii  could  not  possibly  luivc  adniittud  of  a  deriatioD  of  moce  Itun  too  putnU 
oa  either  hand.  Had  the  ditectioo.  intended  deviate  more  than  Hut  aii»iuiL  from 
the  true  north,  the  Ijatin  term  correspmiding  tu  uortlicastor  nwtliwest.  mtut  hove 
been  used.     Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  mere  sutmfce,  for  in  a  passage  inimedlitelT  foU 


bility  of  doubt  tliatbad  the  line  (lire«i«d  to  be  drnvm  froia  Uwac 
been  intanded  to  have  a  i]oitl»mtf>eil]  bewing  the  sjijMupii  ~~ 
hove  been  emploTed. 

It  is,  besides,  to  be  rectiUccted  that  the  in^nnneiit  was  drawn  br-  a  \\\  imm  villE 
babituklly  and  thinking  in  a  modeni  kUna.  and  that  in  tRuuladn^  the  UngtbS 
vrotdsdue  nortli  intolAtin  uo other  pueiible  ccpiesaion  could  suggcn  iIkeU  Ihaii  Itiv 
one  employed.  Sul'Ii.  I  hen,  wait  the  senae  appnipiiMcly  Kiven  to  tile  l,atiii.  wonb. 
first  in  thevommi«ion  of  Uovetnor  Wilmot  aind  his  suiazasaiB.  (jmBrtmni  uf  Nont 
Scotia,  and  subaeqnenUy  iu  the  comuiiseion  of  all  the  gavemors  cA  New  Utrinswick 
from  the  time  that  il  na»  eie«tei)  inlo  a  pravince  nntil  the  question  m*  refiand  to 
tltc  King  of  the  Nelherlands.  In  thi&  reference,  allhou)^  a  tramdalina  in»  gi*eB 
in  the  American  otguntent.  it  was  not  og  quoted  W  Meass,  Pcwbem>oiihmij;lt  ool 
Mud^c.  but  naa  in  the  words  \*liidi  have  already  been  ciwd. 

Coniwctoil  with  this  subject,  altbou^;h,  like  it,  idtaUj  irrdcTaot,  \»  anodier  co«- 
cIujMa  vihii.*li.Hcsa&.  Mudge  and  FcstherstoithauEh  attempt  to  draw  ivoea  tbe  same 
gntnt  to  Sir  XVilliam  Alexander.  That  cbarter  direcb  tbe  line  "i-srsas  srpteiitria- 
nem"  Iu  be  ptoiluci-d  "ad  proximsm  nanum  statiotiem,  Rnvimn,  vel  scatnrigiiMin 
i»  iusj::no  fluvio  de  Canada  sese  cxoncraiitem. "  It  can  hardly  be  credited  that, 
although  a  literai  translation  of  thia  passaee  is  ^ven.  inclndit^  tiie  «iiote  of  tbe 
three  terms  naval  station,  river,  or  spring,  that  it  is  attempted  to  limit  the  nMsmnj; 
to  the  firet  expression  only,  and  to  infer  that  aa  Qnebec.  in  their  ophrion.  ts  tbe  first 
naval  st:ition  above  Gaspc  on  the  St.  Laicrence,  the  line  "  versna  seiitBnlriowcm  "  waa 
intended  to  be  drawn  toward  that  ptocc.  but  that  as  "spring"  is  ^so  mentioned  tbe 
line  must  sto|>  at  the  source  of  the  Chaudieie.  Noirithasbeen  nnifi'Trah  iiuiniti-ni^d 
by  British  antliontics.  and  most  stnnigli-  in  the  discussion  'nhj.''^ 
of  1756.  that  Nai«  Scotia  cxtcndred  to  t£c  St.  Lawrence.  Tlir  > 
liani  Alexander's  grant  was  therefore  to  bt  changed  from  a  ij. 
wmter  course  as  soon  aa  il  met  with  one.  and  tb«  apparvntK 
introduced  to  meetcvery  possible  contingcnrr.  Supposing.  h<i»' 
extend  sw  (ax,  the  t»rlh»TSl  aui^  of  his  Nova  Scotta  will  be  whi-i 
of  the  St.  Croix  crowcs  the  Bea^'cr  Stream  lunainginto  Lake  JotinKm,  only  a  d 
tbe  nortli  of  the  ptnnt  maintained  by  tfac  American  daim  Xo  be  sucli. 

The  map  of  L'EscaTbot.  quoted  by  Measr*  Mud^  ami  Tu  irTl.i^<.in!iaii| 
tratcs  l«rth  this  p«iint  and  the  second  instance  in  win  ■'!    ' 
ncm ' '  is  umduyni.     On  that  map.  due  north  of  the  \\ 
the  Bay  of  i'liluiy  is  reprerented .  and,  continuing  in  :' 
of  tbe  St.  L^iwrenre  ia  figuted-     The  latter  does  not  . 
it  was  lietievul  to  exist  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  am!  it  - 
that  instramriit. 

Thin  inlet  of  the  Bay  of  Fnndy  occupies  the  postion  of  the  St.  John, 
almokt  due  north  by  tbe  moat  recent  determination  from  St.  Marys  Bay,  and  is 
representefl  on  tlieir  own  map.     That  the  SI,  John  was  hy  mistake  arising  fraat "" 
cause  taken  for  tbe  St.  Croix  in  the  charter  to  .'Alexander  is  obvious  fr«m  ita  b<    .^ 
dcKribed  a*  IjHng  between  tbe  territories  of  tbe  Etchemin  and  Souiiqnois.     ^o« 

Etchemin,  or  canoe  men,  is  the  name  given  by  the  Micmac  tndiaiirs  "-  " -*   -' 

the  Abcnakivi  fmm  (heir  skill  in  the  mansgement  of  the  canne:  rirn! 
alwavviiiliiihitcl  ilit  rtror,  wbenceoneof  theirtribefl  i's'.tjn  i-iili-i  Si  ! 
Tli.  i<-i)«.  altfaou^  theybaye  liveii  --\< 

f  11  Indinnsof  thePeno!>5cot.njiij 

111  '■:  perfect  Ciiae  with  the  luittni. 

t!..  ■■■i'tii;  !r.  iW  ?t.  J..lin  :.^  t)lf  . 


wcMccn  wnsne,  tjic  .^iJierfaijil).  wirirh  flow^ititn  Ihe  <>pprrmdnf-t>akeTai 
Nonk  ScxiUm  w*U  ttwu  Itnw^  tcoDVutMl  ber  loM  nontiivett:  oi^gfe,  wtaidL  a 


John  Tyler  147 

found  in  any  of  the  many  shape*  under  which  the-  Briti^  argument  has  beeii  pre- 
sented, although  it  forms  the  place  of  beginning  of  what  is  called  a  grant  to  the 
United  autea. 

Note  VL 

The  fact  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  source  of  the  Kennebec  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Chaudiere  or  thereabout  must  be  one  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  grant  to  the  Duke 
of  York  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  ]U\idj£re;  but 
they  have  not  derivecf  the  true  result  from  this  discovery.  The  Keimebec  being  tlie 
western  limit  of  the  grant,  the  line  in  question  bounds  the  territor\^  on  the  southwest, 
while  they  infer  that  it  bounds  it  on  the  northeast.  In  making  this  inference  they 
appear  to  have  forgotten  that  the  St.  Croix  is  the  eastern  boumiarj'  of  the  grant.  By 
tneir  argument  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  blotted  wholly  from  the  map,  or, 
rather,  becomes  a  mathematical  line  which  is  absiurd. 

Note  VI L 

Xo  name  which  has  ever  been  applied  to  any  part  of  North  America  is  as  vague  as 
that  of  Acadie.  The  charter  to  De  Monts  in  1604  extended  from  the  fortietii  to  tile 
forty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude;  that  is  to  say,  from  Sandy  Hook,  at  ihe  mouth 
of  the  Hudson,  to  the  peninsula  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  therefore  included  New  York, 
parts  of  New  Jersey  anci  Pennsylvania,  and  all  the  New  England  States,  but  excluded 
the  disputed  territor}-.  His  settlement  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Cn)ix,  but  was 
speedily  removed  to  Port  Royal.  The  latter  place  was  soon  after  destroyed  by  an 
expedition  from  Virginia  under  Argall.  Under  the  title  derived  from  this  coiujuest 
it  would  appear  probable  that  the  celebrated  grant  to  Sir  William  Stirling  was  made; 
but  when  liis  agents  attempted  to  make  settlements  in  the  country  they  found  that 
the  French  had  preoccupied  it.  Although  the  son  of  Alexander  succeeded  in  con- 
quering the  country  granted  to  his  fatlier,  and  even  beyond  it  to  the  Penobscot ,  it  u-as 
restore<l  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Gemiains  in  1634,  and  the  Alexanders  were 
indemnified  for  the  loss  by  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  subsequent  cessions  to  France  after  its  occupations  by  the  arms  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  in  its  finil  cession  to  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713, 
the  countr\-  ceded  is  describe<l  as  Accidie  or  Nova  Scotia,  with  its  ancient  ]>ounds 
[cum  finihus  aniiquis).  Tlie  imccrlainty  arising  from  this  vague  description  became 
in  1750  a  subject  of  controversy  between  France  and  England,  aiirl  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  war  of  1756.  In  this  di.scussion  both  jxu^ics  admitted  that 
the  names  Acadie  and  Nova  Scotia  were  convertible  tenus.  England  maintained 
that  tlie  territory'  thus  named  extended  to  the  St.  Lawrence;  the  I*rench,  on  the 
other  liand,  insisted  tliat  their  Acadie  had  never  extended  more  tlian  10  leagues  from 
the  Bay  of  Fundy;  while  by  geographers,  as  quoted  by  the  British  coniiuissioners, 
the  name  was  limited  to  the  peninsula  wliich  forms  tlie  present  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia.*  If  Acadie  liad  been  limited  to  the  iiortli  by  tlie  forty -sixth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  as  expressed  in  the  charter  of  De  ^lonts,  tliat  parallel  is  to  the  south  of 
Mars  IlilL  The  British  Government,  tlierefore,  derives  no  title  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory from  this  source,  as  the  title  of  Massachusetts  and  of  >Ldne  as  her  succes.sor  is 
adnutted  to  all  country*  south  of  that  parallel,  f 

It  is  very  easy  to  tell  what  country  was  actually  settled  by  the  French  a.s  Acadie. 
Its  chief  town  was  Port  koyal,  now  Annapolis,  at  the  haul  <^f  the  15av  of  Fundy. 
Nearly  all  the  settlements  of  the.  Acadians  were  in  tliat  vicinity,  and  ^or  the  iiu)st 
part  within  the  peninsula. 

From  these  seats  tliey  were  removed  in  1756  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  tliem  a  rem- 
nant was  permitted  to  return.  The  most  western  settlement  of  Acadians  was  on  the 
St.  JohxL  River  near  the  present  site  of  Fredericton,  and  no  permanent  occupation  was 
ever  made  by  them  of  country  west  of  the.  St.  Croix.  It  Ls  even  doubtful  whether  tlie 
settlement  near  Fredericton  was  a  part  of  French  Acadie,  fur  it  seems  to  have  been 
formed  t^  persona  who  escaped  from  the  general  seizure  aud  transportation  of  tlieir 
countrymen. 

This  settlement  waa- broken  up  in  17S3,  and  its  inhabitants  sought  refuge  at  Mada- 
waska;  but  it  can  not  be  pretended  that  this  forced  removal  of  Acadians  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  of  1783  was  an  extension  of  the  name  of  tlicir  country.     Tlie  whole 

•  Report  of  Fcathetsifmhwigh  and  Miadgc,  pt  & 

t  It  can  not  be  serioiuly  pretended  that  when  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Oermnins,  in  1632,  Acadie  wa» 
rwtored  to  Fiafice.the  intentioa.  was  to  cede  to  her  the  colonies  already  settled,  in  New  Kngland. 
Yetthahmg— gP^the-BrWattoMmniwImii  111  would  imply  that  this  wan  the'caae  were  it  not  that 
lliijuriiiliMiljiiiM^HiiMii  ftiiljiriaHiiiiwiillil  iiillii  imibII Iiiimlaij  iif  tho grmtito Dc:lfCHila» 
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tt-votol  Uie  nritisb  claim  foanded  on  the  limits  of  aiK 

Fint.  Bceaaae  of  tbe  inherent  vagitcnew  of  tbc 


1 


PttatidtngwaseTerhaid,^thai^  Englaodbeldi 


bcsymajmoiBwiUi  XotmSeeoa 
o  Icafros  {rom  the  Bay  of  Pmidy. 
fHruwL   xicuuoc  uy  lut  uniipJiBi  wvuuuu  lu  the  ^^Tvnt  to  De  ^lontA  it  CLCluon  the 
Khole  dispnted  tnritoij  ob  the  one  side;  and 

Thiid.  Because  in  its  pc*ctic*l  sense,  as  a  teal  settleiacat,  ii  is  whoDr  to  the  ^^ 
of  tbc  meridian  of  the  SC  Cnnx,  and  this  excludes  the  whole  of  the  dispated  tern- 
tary  on  the  other. 
The  pottioti  of  tbc  tenitorj  gntited  to  tbe  Omke  of  \oA,  aod  which  u  Dow  the 

k  Babiect  of  dilute,  therefore  can  not  be  i-tato^*!  as  a  put  of  Acadie.  as  it  a '-" 

1  within  its  liauts     -■      ■       ■     - 


IS  lioits  either  bv  charter  o 


Mote   VI It. 

n  Ui«  awud  of  iHc  Ki>8  of  tkc  KHhnlB&I 


Considering  that  in  1763,  i:«5.  1773,  i 
ehonld  be  bounded  at  the  noilh  as  far  *t  tbe  wcstera  extreatiiy  of  tbc  Bay  de* 
Chalcurs  by  the  southern  boandaryof  the  Province  of  JJnrfKc;  t'    "  "'  '    '  '' 
is  again  found  wUh  reelect  la  tbe  Province  of  (Quebec  ir  ■*■-  "- 


moftbcGoi- 


emor-Gencial  of  Quebec  of  17S6,  wbercin  tbe  Iwwna^  cf  the  proclamation  of  i]«t 
■ndof  the  Quebec  act  of  1774  has  been  vsed,  aa  dso  in  the  coomiisEions  of  ■  786  aad 
b  MheiE  of  sobsequent  dates  of  the  goveniots  of  New  Bmoswick,  with  ic^ioct  to  the 
[  lut-iDeiitioned  PrDvince,  as  irell  asinagi««t  mtmberof  maps  antoior  and  pOBterior 
■  liothetieatj-of  17S3:  and  that  the  first  anide  of  the  (aid  trea^  specifies  by  taante  tbe 
Stales  whose  independence  is  acknowtedged;  but  that  this  mentSon  does  not  implf 
{lflrf(7ii^>tf )  the  entire  coincidence  of  the  bonndanes  between  the  two  powov  as  set- 
tled by  the  following  article,  witb  tbe  ancient  delimitatiMi  of  the  Bri&th  Pnmacei. 
whose  pceaen'BliiMi  is  not  mentioned  in  the  tnstv  of  1 783,  and  wfaicfa .  owiiq;  to 
a>ntiiiua]  dianges  and  the  uncertainty  wbii^  continned  to  exist  icspccting  il,  ~— 
from  time  to  time  difieiences  between  tbe  pcovincial  anthaiities. 


Sou  IX. 


The  map  called  Mttctadl'! 


Lvfaidlbas 


S.  br  which  the  frxmers  of  Ibe 
_  eir  joint  and  official  proceedings,  and  the  Ui^  A, 

n  agreed  o«i  by  tbc  omtractitig  ponies  as  a  detineatioa  of  tbc  water 
if  the  boundaiy  lines  in  reference  to  the  said  water  ootmes,  as  oa»- 
Fleilded  for  by  each  paity.  lespectivcly.  and  which  has  accoidinglT  been  signed  bj 
Ltbe  aboce-named  pletupoteMnties  at  the  same  time  with  this  coaTvatwa.  iliall  be 
f  Wmexed  to  the  statanents  of  the  contractile  poities  and  be  the  only  maps  thai  dial] 
:s  crideBce  mutually  acknowledged  by  the  contnduig  paities  of  the 


1,  bowCTer.  be  lawfnl  for  cither  party  to  annex  to  its  lespectlTC  fint  ttali 


mcM,  for  thepnrpncea  of  general  illasttatton.  any  of  the  maptK,  wu  reya,  oa  ,  ,. 
ical  deliaeationa  which  «-««  filed  with  the  commiasioners  ondcr  the  SRb  anwle  of 
the  tnaty  cf  Ghent,  any  engiavnl  map  heretofore  publidtcd.  and  dIsci  a  tianaenpt 
of  the  above-menlioincd  Mnp  A  r  of  a  s-ction  theieof ,  in  which  transcript  eacji  patty 
tnay  lay  down  the  highlands  or  other  features  of  the  country  cs  ic  diall  think  fit.  tlse 
water  courses  and  the  bouodarv  lines  as  ctaimed  by  each  party  rcnwining  as  laiil 
lown  in  the  said  Map  A.  But  this  transcript,  as  well  as  all  the  other  man,  ameia. 
r  topographical  delineations,  other  than  t2ie  Map  K  and  Mitcd>ell's  tnap,  intended  to 
>"  'Vtu  atutcicd  b}-  either  party  to  the  nspective  itateiiicnis.  shall  be  ctiniatiiaic^ted 
c  other  party,  in  the  mme  maimer  as  aforesaid,  withia  nine  taoMht  after  tkr 
BDge  of  Oic  ratificatioas  of  Urn  coRventioa.  and  diaQ  be  subject  to  mkIi  «h]ec- 

s  and  obeervalioos  as  the  other  contracting  party  nr--''—  ■•  — — Ji— -■■  • *— 

^llwictD,  and  sbatl  annex  lo  bis  first  stalcment.  cttber  ir 
aps,  or  otherwise. 


may  deem  it  expedto 
n  the  Biaigin  of  radi 
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less  hillv  and  elevated,  of  the  country  throueh  which  are  drawn  the  two  lines  respec- 
tively claimed  at  the  north  and  at  the  south  of  the  river  St.  John  can  not  form  the 
basis  of  a  choice  between  them. 

Note  XL 

The  reason  of  the  double  delineation  of  the  Restigouche  on  the  map  of  Mitchell 
and  several  others  of  ancient  date  is  obvious.  A  mistake  was  common  to  them  all  by 
which  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  was  laid  down  too  far  to  the  north.  The  main  branch,  ur 
Grande  Fourche,  of  Restigouche  (Katawamkedgwick)  has  been  reached  by  parties 
setting  out  from  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Metis,  and  was  known  to  fall  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  while  the  united  stream  had  also  been  visited  by  persons  cross- 
ing the  wagansis  of  Grand  River  and  descending  the  Southwestern  Branch.  The  map 
makers  could  not,  in  consequence  of  the  error  m  latitude,  make  their  plat  meet,  and 
therefore  considered  the  part  of  the  united  streams  reached  in  the  two  aifferent  direc- 
tions as  different  bodies  of  water,  and  without  authority  sought  an  outlet  for  that 
which  they  laid  down  as  the  southernmost  of  the  two  in  another  bay  of  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence.  On  many  of  the  maps,  however,  the  small  stream  which  modern 
geographers  improperly  call  Restigouche  is  readily  distinguishable  under  the  name 
of  Chacodi. 

Note  XI I , 


In  the  ammient  of  the  British  commis- 
sioners under  Jay's  treaty  the  following 
points  were  maintained,  and,  bein^  sanc- 
tioiyd  by  the  decision  of  the  tunpu-e,  be- 
came the  groimds  of  an  award  acceded  to 
by  both  Governments: 

First.  That  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia 
had  been  altered  from  the  southern  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  highlands  de- 
scribed in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Second.  That  it  the  river  Schoodiac 
were  the  true  St.  Croix  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  could  be  formed  by 
tlie  western  and  northern  boundaries  (the 
meridian  line  and  the  highlands). 

Third.  That  the  territory  of  Acadie,  or 
Nova  Scotia,  was  the  same  territory 
granted  to  Sir  William  Alexander. 

Fourth.  That  the  sea  and  Atlantic 
Ocean  yrere  used  as  convertible  terms. 

Fifth.  That  from  the  date  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  the  boundary  between  Massa- 
chusetts and  Nova  Scotia  was  that  of  the 
patent  to  Sir  William  Alexander. 

Sixth.  That  the  Provinces  of  Quebec 
and  Nova  Scotia  belonged  to  and  were 
in  possession  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in 
1783,  and  that  he  had  an  undoubtea  right 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  such  part  of 
them  as  he  might  think  fit. 

Seventh.  Tmtt  the  due  north  line  from 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  must  of  neces- 
sity cross  the  St  John. 


It  has  since  been  maintained  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain: 


First.  That  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia 
never  did  extend  to  the  St.  I^wrence. 


Second.  That  tlie  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  unknown  in  1783. 


Third.  That  Acadie  extended  south  to 
the  forty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  was  not  the  same  with  Nova  Scotia. 

Fourth.  That  tlie  sea  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  were  different  things. 

Fifth.  That  the  claims  and  rights  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  extend  to  the  west- 
em  bounds  of  tlie  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander. 

Sixth.  That  this  beiii^  the  case  the 
cession  of  territory  not  included  within 
her  limits  is  void. 


Seventh.  That  it  could  never  have  been 
intended  that  the  meridian  line  should 
cross  the  St.  John. 


Note  XI I L 

It  has  been  pretended  that  the  grant  of  the  fief  of  Madawaska  in  1683  can  be 
urged  as  a  bar  to  the  claim  of  Massachusetts.  That  fief,  indeed,  was  among  the  early 
grants  of  the  French  governors  of  Canada,  but  it  is  not  included  in  the  claim  wliicli 
the  French  themselves  set  up.  It  was  therefore  covered  by  the  Massachusetts  char- 
ter, because  the  grant  had  never  been  acted  upon.  Even  up  to  the  present  day  this 
fief  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  settled  or  occupied  except  by  the  retainers  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Port  Ingall,  and  from  all  the  evidence  which  could  be  found  on  the  spot  it 
appeared  that  no  settlement  had  ever  been  made  upon  it  until  the  establishment  of 
a  posthooae  flome  time  between  the  date  of  the  treaties  of  1 783  and  1 794.     It  therefore 
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^PBS  not  at  the  ttxne  the  diarter  of  MmwiiIiiihi  \\\\ 'was  gnmted  (1691)  ^'octmllj po*- 
■esaed  or  iidiabited  by  any  other  Christian  prince  or  state.'* 

An  argument  has  also  been  attempted  to  be  drawn  fnan  -thr  limits  fflien  onGiBen- 
leaf's  map  to  a  purchase  made  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  by  Watkins  and 
Flint.  This  purchase  is,  however,  by  the  patent  extended  to  the  highlands,  and  the 
surveyors  who  laid  it  out  crossed  the  Wailoostook  in  search  of  thptn.  Here  they 
met,  at  a  short  distance  from  *  that  stream,  with  wateis  nnmmg  *to  thie  north,  ninch 
they  conceived  to  be  waters  of  tiie  St.  Lawrence,  and  they  terminated  their  sorrey. 
The  lines  traced  on  Greenlears  map  are  therefore  incorrect,  ctdRT  as  comuaied  irim 
the  grant  or  the  actual  survey,  and  althoi^h  from  a  want  of  knowledge  ot  the  ooan- 
tr>'  the  sur\'e\'ors  stopped  at  wateis  rmraing  into  Lake  Tesmsconata  instead  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  the  verj-  error  ^ows  the  nndeistanding  they  had  of  the  tme  design 
of  the  patent,  and  this  transaction,  so  fer  from  being  an  available  aignment  against 
the  American  claim,  is  an  act  of  posseBsion  at  an  cady  date  "within  the  Itmhs  of  the 
disputed  territory. 


W.A»nNGTON,  April  8,  7S42, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  31st  March,  1842,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  documexrt  and  report  *  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OflByce.  70HN  TYLER 

Washington.  April  g,  1&42, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  here\\'itli  to  the  House  of  Representati\-es  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  nith  a  copy  of  the  oozzespoudeiicet  Teqnested  by  their 
resolution  of  the  7th  instant.  TOilX  TYLER 

Washixgton,  April  11,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ignited  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  J  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  Miflsiamppi,  ivith 
a  request  that  I  should  communicate  the  same  to  Congress.  This  I  do 
not  feel  myself  at  hberty-  to  decline,  inasmuch  as  I  think  that  same 
action  l>y  Concjess  is  called  for  by  justice  to  the  memorialists  and  in 
compliance  witli  the  pHghted  national  faith.  TOHX  TYLER. 


Washtn-gtok,  April  12,  T84.2, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  f^nited  States: 

In  further  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
February  last,  reciuesting  infonnation  touching  tlie  demarcation  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  Lnhed  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  and  the  accompanying 

<*«^"^'*^^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

*  Relattnc  to  rtitrvc^'^  and  sakm  of  the  public  bmrl^  dirrni(r  i^i  -md  1S42.  etc 

f  With  Great  Britain  rrlatfve  to  an  fattrmaitioFnal  copyrifrht  law. 

\  Helatmg  to  an  alleged  vioUtion  bjrtlie  UnHed  States  of  the  treaty  of  DiiiciaK  IblMill 
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Washington,  April  /j,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  UmUd  States: 

In  compliance  with  aTesoltxtion  of  the  Senate  of  the  a^th  of  July  last, 
I  commtmicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  State,  convey- 
ing copies  of  the  correspondence  *  which  contains  the  information  called 
for  by  that  resolution.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  ij,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  July  last,  I 
coramimicate  Xo  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  convey- 
ing copies  of  the  correspondence  f  which  contains  the  information  called 
for  bv  said  resolution. 

In  communicating  these  papers  to  the  Senate  I  call  their  particular 
attention  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  which 
he  suggests  the  propriety  of  not  making  pubUc  certain  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it.  TOHN  TYT  VV. 

Washington,  April  18,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  %  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i8th  Feb- 
ruar>',  1842.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  April  /p,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  Eebruary  18,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  inclosing  a  list  of  all 
officers,  agents,  and  commissioners  employed  under  the  War  Department 
who  are  not  such  by  express  provision  of  law,  with  other  information 
required  l)y  the  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  ig,  1842. 
To  the  Hfwse  of  Jbepresentafives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a 

list  of  appointments  to  office  made  in  that  Department  since  the  4th  day 

of  April,  T84'i,inpart  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  21st  ultimo.  TOHN  TYLER 

*OfiheTil|>lamatte«g«lt«ia^nlnlrtea'<lf  the'United -States  at  the  Court  of  Austria  relative  to  the 
oommenkil  iatererts  of  the  United  States. 

f  Betwecn*theT>epaxtmciit  of  State  atid  Belgium  relative  tothe  rejection  by  that  Government  of 
the  treaty  talified  by  the  Senate  February  9,  1833,  and  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  cxchangiug  the 
mtificaHoaaof  the  txcaty.xatified  by  the  Senate  December  31,  1840. 

t  Transmitting  namea  of  agents  employed  by  the  State  Department  without  express  provision 
of  law. 
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Washington,  April  lo,  /.>\ 
To  ike  SenaU  and  House  of  Represenlatixts  of  Ike  United  Stales: 

I  submit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompc 
by  documents  relating'  to  an  application  by  the  captain  and  c 
the  Spanish  ship  Sabitta,*  which  is  recommeoded  to  their  fa\-or3bIe  ci 
sideration.  jj^j^,.  tylHR. 


Washington,  Apri/  sS.  r^fg.   , 
To  the  StnaU  of  the  I'niied  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that  body.  ; 
treaty  concluded  on  the  nth  day  of  August  last  with  the  Minda  Wan 
kanton  bands  of  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Nation  of  Indians,  with  the  p 
iiecessar>-  to  an  understanding  of  the  subject.  lOHX  TVI  ER 

Washinctos,  April  iS,  fXfi.  J 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that  body,,] 
treaty  concluded  with  the  half-breeds  of  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Xation  q 
the  31st  day  of  July  last,  together  with  the  papers  referred  to  iu 
accompanying  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  as  necessary  fl 
a  full  view  of  the  whole  subject.  lOHN"  T\XER.  I 


Washington.  April  jo,  rttftA 
To  the  Ifouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  29th  instant.  I  have  I 
honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Keiley  and  Steiiart.  two  of  C 
commissioners  originally  appointed,  along  with  Mr.  Poindexter,  to  inn 
tigate  the  aSairs  of  the  custom-house  of  Xew  York,  together  v 
the  correspondence  and  testimony  accompanying  the  same,  and  aJso  t] 
report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  to  which  is  annexed  two  letters,  subscribed  | 
Mr,  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Bradley.     The  last-nanieii  gentleman  was  s 
stituted  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Keiley,  whose  inclinations  and  duties  c 
him  to  his  residence  in  Ohio  after  the  return  of  the  comniisstoners  to  t] 
city,  about  the  last  of  August.     One  of  the  letters  just  mcnttoncd  m 
addressed  to  the  Secretar>-  of  the  Treasury  and  licars  date  the  i  ;tfc 
April  instant,  and  tlie  other  lo  myself,  dated  Uie  3oth  of  tbw  hum 
From  the  former  you  will  leam  tliat  a  most  interesting  portion  of  l 
iuciuJr>-  instituted  by  this  Department  (v\i.  that  relating  to  light-hou< 
buoys,  beacons,  revenue  cutters,  and  revenue  boats)  is  proposed  1 
made  the  subject  of  a  further  report  by  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Poindcxtc 
You  will  also  Icam,  through  the  accompanying  letter  frnm  Mr.  Strm 

*  Tor  cAtDfiFtiiniffiti  Xtn  t 
■te  Ckpe  ot  12004  nope. 
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the  reasons  which  have  delayed  him  in  making  a  supplemental  and  addi- 
tional report  to  that  already  made  by  himself  and  Mr.  Kelley,  embra- 
cing his  views  and  opinions  upon  the  developments  made  subsequent 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Kelley  from  the  commission  and  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  place.  I  also  transmit  two  documents 
furnished  by  Mr.  Steuart,  and  which  were  handed  by  him  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  7th  instant,  the  one  being  '*  memoranda 
of  proceedings,"  etc.,  marked  No.  i,  and  the  other  '* letters  accompany- 
ing memoranda,"  etc.,  marked  No.  2. 

The  commission  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  existing 
defects  in  the  custom-house  regulations,  to  trace  to  their  true  causes  past 
errors,  to  detect  abuses,  and  by  wholesome  reforms  to  guard  in  future 
not  only  against  fraud  and  peculation,  but  error  and  mismanagement. 
For  these  purposes  a  selection  was  made  of  persons  of  acknowledged 
intelligence  and  industry,  and  upon  this  task  they  have  been  engaged 
for  almost  an  entire  year,  and  their  labors  remain  yet  to  be  completed. 
The  character  of  those  labors  may  be  estimated  by  the  extent  of  Messrs. 
Kelley  and  Steuart*s  report,  embracing  about  100  pages  of  closely  written 
manuscript,  the  voluminous  memoranda  and  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Steuart,  the  great  mass  of  evidence  accompanying  Messrs.  Kelley  and 
Steuart's  report,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  extending  over  394 
pages,  comprised  in  the  volume  accompanying  this,  and  additional  reports 
still  remaining  to  be  made,  as  before  stated. 

I  should  be  better  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  communicate 
the  entire  mass  of  reports  made  and  contemplated  to  be  made  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  still  more  should  I  have  been  gratified  if  time 
could  have  been  allowed  me,  consistently  with  the  apparent  desire  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  put  into  immediate  possession  of  these 
papers,  to  have  compared  or  even  to  have  read  with  deliberation  the  views 
presented  by  the  commissioners  as  to  proposed  reforq^  in  the  revenue 
laws,  together  with  the  mass  of  documentary  evidence  and  information 
by  which  they  have  been  explained  and  enforced  and  which  do  not  admit 
of  a  satisfactory  comparison  until  the  whole  circle  of  reports  be  completed. 
Charges  of  malfeasance  against  some  of  those  now  in  office  will  devolve 
upon  the  Executive  a  rigid  investigation  into  their  extent  and  character, 
and  will  in  due  season  claim  my  attention.  The  readiness,  however, 
with  which  the  House  proposes  to  enter  upon  the  grave  and  difficult 
subjects  which  these  papers  suggest  having  anticipated  that  considera- 
tion of  them  by  the  Executive  which  their  importance  demands,  it  only 
remains  for  me,  in. lieu  of  specific  recommendations,  which  under  other 
circumstances  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  make,  to  urge  upon  Con- 
gress the  importance  and  necessity  of  introducing  the  earliest  reforms 
in  existing  laws  and  usages,  so  as  to  guard  the  countr>^  in  future  against 
frauds  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  and  the  Treasur>'  against  pecula- 
tion, to  relieve  trade  and  commerce  from  oppressive  regulations,  and  lo 
guard  law  and  morality  against  violation  and  abuse. 

As  from  their  great  volume  it  has  been  necessary  to  transmit  the  original 
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papers  to  the  HotiBe,  T  hare  to  suggest  the  pmpriet>'  of  the  Hooselald 
order  for  their  restoration  to  the  Treastirj-  3>cpamnent  at  such  t" 
may  comport  with  its  pleasure.  TOHK 


To  the  ffoitse  of  Jtepresentatisjes  of  the  I'nilcd  States: 

I  have  this  day  received  and  now  transmit  to  the  House  of  J 
sentalives  the  accompanyiag  comtaiinicatioH  from  Benjamin  F.  i 
having  relation  to  the  reports  of  the  coinmiii&ioQers  appointed  by  b 
examine  into  the  ^fEaiis  connected  with  the  New  York  cui^tom-l; 
As  tlie  whole  suhjcct  is  in  possession  of  tlie  House.  I  deeni  it  also  ji 
to  commnuicalc  Mr.  Butler's  letter.  TOITK  TYLEB 


Wasbikgiok,  A/ay  jo.  rS^ 
To  the  Smote  and  Jd^ise  of  Jiepreseaiaticej: 

The  seosom  fnr  active  hostilities  in  Florida  having  nearly  t 
my  attention  has  necessarily  been  directed  to  the  cotiise  of  measti 
be  pursued  hereafter  in  relation  to  the  few  Indians  j"et  remaining  h 
Territorj-.     Their  number  in  believed  not  to  exceed  240,  of  whom  t 
are  supiKiseU  to  be  about  So  warriorB.  or  males  capable  of  bearing  a 
The  farther  pursuit  of  these  miserable  beings  by  a  lai^e  military  f 
seems  to  be  as  injudidons  as  h  is  miavailing.     Tlie  history  of  t1ie( 
year'scarapaigii  in  Florida  has  satisrfactorily  shown  that  notwttbstmfll 
the  vifioroiis  and  incessant  operations  of  our  troops  ("which  can  1 
exceeded ),  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare,  their  dispersed  condition,  and|l 
ven.-  smallness  of  their  nwmber  (which  increases  the  dtfficiiJty  nf  f. 
them  in  the  abundant  nnd  almost  inaccessible  hiding  places  of  tbcl 
tor>- )  render  any  fnrtber  attempt  to  aecwre  them  by  fon-e  inipsact 
excei>t  by  the  einplw-nient  of  the  most  crpensive  means.     The  c 
tioii  of  force  and  the  constant  efforts  to  capture  or  destroy  them  of  ci 
places  them  beyond  the  reach  of  overltires  to  surrender.     It  is  bdiej 
by  tile  distinguished  officer  in  command  there  that  a  dififerwit  sy! 
shoisld  now  be  'pnrsned  to  attain  the  entire  removal  of  all  the  Indi 
in  Florida,  and  he  recommends  that  hostilities  shmild  cease  unless  ^ 
renewal  of  them  he  rendered  necessarT,-  b\-  new  aggressions;  that  c 
ntcalioDS  should  be  opened  by  means  of  the  Indiatis  with  him  lo  ti 
them  a  peaceful  and  voluntary  surrender,  and  that  the  military  o 
should  hereofter  be  directed  to  tbe  protection  of  the  inhabitants. 

These  T.'icwB  are  slrengthcned  and  corroborated  by  the  gwremor  rtf  ^ 
Terrilorj ,  \iy  mauy  of  its  most  intelligent  citizens,  and  l)^"  nntneroBS^ 
cers  of  the  Army  who  have  served  and  are  still  serving  "ra  fhat  r 
Mature  reflection  has  ratisficd  me  tliat  these  Tveomawnaations  are  « 
and  just:    ami  1    rejoice  that  consistently  ¥.-itb  fiut>-  tn  Flnridfl   I  1 
indolgc  my  dcain:  to  prnmotc  the  great  inteiests  nf  iitmuinity  and  « 
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the  rdgn  of  peace  and  f;Dod  will  by  terminatixig  the  tmhapf^  wBrfare 
that  has  so  long  been  carried  on  >tbere,  and  at  .the  same  time  gmtify 
my  anxiety  to  reduce  the  demands  upon  ithe  l}reasary  by  curtailing  the 
extxaordinary  expenses  wbxc^  ha'v^  attended  the -contest.  I  have  there- 
fore authorized  the  cc^nel  in  onnniand  there  as  soon  as  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient  to  declare  'that  hostilities  against  the  Indians  have  ceased, 
and  that  they  will  not  be  renewed  miless  provoked  and  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  new  outrages  on  their  part,  but  that  neither  citizens  nor 
troops  are  lo  be  restrained  from  any  necessary  and  proper  acts  of  self- 
defense  against  any  attempts  to  molest  them.  He  is  instructed  to  open 
cornmnnicadTons  with  these  yet  remaining,  and  endeavor  by  all  peaceable 
means  to  persuade  them  to  tmnsnlt  their  'true  interests  by  joining  their 
brethren  at  the  West;  and  directions  have  been  given  for  establishing 
a  cordon  or  Hne  of  protection  for  the  inhabitants  by  the  necessar>^  num- 
ber of  troops. 

But  to  render  .this  sy^atem  cf  protection  ^ectual  it  is  essential  that 
settlements-of  our  critbens  sboBld  Ik  made  within  the  line  so  established, 
and  that  they  :should  4>e  armed,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attack.  In 
order  to  afford  inducements  to  such  settlements,  I  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  -pnopriety 'of  allowing  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
krad  to  the  head  of  each  fieunily  tiiat  shall  permanently  occupy  it,  and 
of  eictendxng  the  existing  pnrTifiioos  on  that  subject  so  as  to  permit  the 
issue  of  TBtiDfns  ior  'the  subsistence  of  the  settlers  for  one  year;  and  as 
few  of  themiidll  probably  be  provided  with  arms,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  authoriae  the  loan  of  muskets  and  the  delivery  of  a  proper  quantity  of 
cartridges  or  of  powder  and  balls.  By  such  means  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  hardy  population  will  soon  occupy  the  rich  soil  of  the  frontiers  of 
Florida,  whoiwdll  be  as  capable  as  willing  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
houses,  and  .thus  reheveliheOovBrmDent  from  further  anxiety  or  expense 
for  then:  protection.  ^^^^  TYLTvR. 

Washingcfon,  May  /j,  1842, 

To  Hie  Hmtse  of  M-eprese9Uatia9es  of  ike  Uniied  Siates: 

I  transmit  hjQrewith.aj»paEt*from  the  Postmaster- General,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolutiDn  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  2  ist 
of  March  last,  together  with  the  accompan3ang  documents. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  t}u  Senate:  Washington,  May  16,  1842. 

Having  directed  hostilities  in  Florida  to  cease,  tlie  time  seems  to  have 
arrived  ior  distinguishing  wkli  appropriate  honors  .the  brave  army  that 
have  so  long  encountered  the  perils  of  savage  warfare  in  a  country  pre- 
senting every  imaginable  difficulty  and  in  seasons  and  under  a  climate 

*TTBti8iiiitting  lists  of  postmasters  and  others  appointed  by  the  President  and  Post-Office  Dei^rt' 
nient  from  April  4, 1841,  to  March  21, 1842. 


Tlie  words  of  the  grant  t 
stonhaugli  and  Muclgc,  aie  a 

"Omnes  c't  singulas  terrs 
intra  caput  scu  promontori 
'    ''      n  (juadraginta  t '  — 
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meaning  with  the  terms  in  the  I^atin  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexatiiicr.  althoogb 
ia  no  evidence  to  that  effect.  If.  therefore,  it  were  a  false  translation,  the  errxir  naa 
been  cottunitted  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  on  that  tA  the  United  Sute«. 
But  it  ia  not  a  false  translation,  as  may  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  merest  tyro 
in  classical  literature. 

Q  Sir  William  Alexander,  as  quoted  by  Mtss^.  Feathtr- 
"is  follows,  viz; 

9  continentis  ac  insulas  situatas  et  jacentes  in  America 
im  ccmmunitcr  Cap  de  Sable  appellat,  Jaccn.  propc  lali- 
n  graduum  aut  eo  circa  ab  equinoctial!  linea  versus  aepten; 
trionem,  a  quo  promontorio  versus  littos  maris  tendea.  ad  ocddentem  ad  statior-^ 
Sanctx  Mario;  navimn  vulgo  Sanctmarris  Bay.  Et  deinceps,  versus  septeotrioi 
per  directam  lineam  introitura  sive  ostium  magus  illius  stationis  navium  trajidi 
quie  excurrit  in  teiTEe  orientalem  plagani  inter  regionesSuriquorumet  Etchemiirar* 
vulgo  Suriquois  c\.  ^/tAfTBjnM  ad  fluvium  i-ulgo  nomine  54i«r/<z'OT«TJ  appellaL 
ad  scatnriginem  remotissimam  sive  fontem  ex  occidentali  parte  eiusdem  qui  se  pri- 
Dium  predicto  fluvio  imniiscet.  Unde  per  imaginariain  directam  hneatnqua;peTgcre 
per  terrain  sen  currere  versus  septenlrionem  concipietur  ad  proiimam  na\num  statio- 
nem,  fluvium,  vel  scaturiginem  in  magno  Huvio  de  Canada  sesc  cxonecantem.  Et  Ha 
eo  pergendo  versus  orieolem  per  mans  oris  littorales  ejusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvium,  stationem  navium,  portum.  aut  littus  communitcr  noniine  de  Gathepe  v«l 
Gaspee  notum  et  appellatum." 

The  authentic  Latm  copy  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  as  communicated 
officially  by  the  British  Government,  contains  no  commas,  and  would  read  as  follows: 

' '  Omnes  ct  singillas  terras  continentis  ac  insulas  situatas  et  jacentes  in  America 
intra  caput  sen  promontorium  communiter  Cap  de  Sable  appellat.  Jacen.  prope  lati- 
tudinem  quadraginta  triiim  graduum  aut  eo  circa  ab  eijuinoctiali  linea  versus  septen- 
trioncm  a  quo  promontorio  versus  littus  maris  teuden.  ad  occidcntem  ad  stationem 
Sancts  Mariffi  navium  vulgo  Sanctmareis  Bay,  Et  deinceps  versus  scptentrionem 
per  directam  lineam  introitum  sive  ostium  magns  illius  stationis  navium  trajiden. 
qute  excnrrit  in  terrs  orientalem  plagam  ir  ter  regiones  Suriquorum  et  Eteclieminonun 
Milgo  Suriquois  et  Etechemines  ad  fluviu  J  vulgo  nomine  Sanctae  Cruris  appellat.  Et 
ad  scaturiginem  remotissimam  sive  font  <m  ex  occidentali  parte  ojusdem  qui  se  pri- 
muEi  predicto  fluvio  immiscet.  Unde  per  imaginDriam  directam  lineam  quae  pergerc 
per  terrain  sea  currere  versus  septentHonem  concipietur  ad  proximam  navium  statio- 
nem lluvium  vel  scaturiginem  in  magno  fluvio  de  Canada  sese  exooerantem.  Et  ab 
eo  pergendo  versus  orienttsn  per  uiaris  oris  littorales  cjusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvium  stationem  navium  portum  aut  littMS  communiter  nomine  de  Gathepe  vel 
Gespce  notum  et  appellatum." 

The  translation  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  reatherstonhaugh  is  as  follows: 

"All  and  each  of  the  lands  of  the  contineut  and  the  islands  situated  and  lying  in 
America  within  the  hea»lland  or  promontory  commonly  called  Cape  Sable,  lying  near 
the  forty-third  d^rce  of  latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line  or  thereabout:  from  which 
promoutorj-  stretching  westwardly  toward  the  nortli  bv  the  seashore  to  the  naval 
station  of  St.  Mary,  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay:  from  thence  passing  toward 
the  noitli  1^  a  straight  line,  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  that  great  naval  station  which 
penetrates  the  interior  of  the  eastern  shore  betwixt  the  countries  of  the  Suriquois 
and  Etchemins,  to  the  river  commonly  called  the  St.  Croix,  and  to  the  most  remote 
source  or  spring  of  the  same  on  the  western  side  which  lirst  mingles  itself  with  the 
aforesaid  nver;  from  whence,  by  an  imaginary  straight  line,  which  may  be  supposed 
( concipietur )  to  advance  into  the  country  or  to  run  toward  the  north  to  the  neartat 
naval  station,  river,  or  spring  discharging  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada  and 
from  thence  advancing  towanl  the  east  by  the  gulf  sboresof  the  said  river  of  Canada 
to  the  nvcr,  nni'al  station,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  or  called  by  the  name  of 
Gathepe  orGaspe." 

The  only  American  translations  which  have  ever  been  presented  in  aigument  are 
as  follows: 


"Beginning  tit  Cape  Sable,  in  43°  north  latitude  or  thereabout;  extending  tl 
westwardly  along  tlie  seashore  to  the  road  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay:  '^ 
toward  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  entrance  or  month  uf  that  gicf 
mad  which  runs  into  (be  eastern  tract  of  land  between  tlie  territories  of  the 
qnois  and  of  the  Etchemins  (Bay  of  Pnndy  1,  to  the  river  commonly  called  St-  C 
■Oil  to  the  most  remote  spniig  or  source  which  from  the  western  j)«rt  tlu 
mjpgii—  itacU  with  the  river  aforesaid;  and  fiunt  ihena:,  by  oa  ima^uary  di 
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which  may  he  conceived  to  stretch  through  the  land  or  to  run  toward  the  north,  to 
the  nearest  n»d,  river,  or  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  de  Canada  (river 
St.  Lawrence);  and  from  mence,  proceeding  eastwardly  along  the  seashores  of  the 
said  river  de  CEUiada,  to  the  river,  road,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called 
by  the  name  of  Gathepe  or  Gaspe." 

[Traitflation  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  American  agent  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.] 

**  By  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter  we  do  g^ve,  g^nt,  and  convey  to  the  said 
Sir  William  Alexander,  his  neirs  or  assigns,  all  and  singular  the  lands  of  the  con- 
tinent and  islands  situated  and  lyin^  in  America  within  the  headland  or  promon- 
tory commonly  called  Cape  Sable,  lying  near  the  latitude  of  43°  or  thereabout,  from 
the  equinoctial  line  toward  the  north;  irom  which  promontory  stretching  toward  the 
shore  of  the  sea  to  the  west  to  the  road  of  ships  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay,  and 
then  towaxd  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  that  great 
road  of  ships  which  nms  into  the  eastern  tract  of  land  between  the  territories  of  the 
Souriquois  and  the  Etchemins,  to  the  river  called  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  and  to 
the  most  remote  spring  or  fountain  from  the  western  part  thereof  which  first  mingles 
itself  with  the  river  aforesaid;  whence,  by  an  imaginary  direct  line,  which  may  be 
conceived  to  go  through  or  run  toward  the  north,  to  the  nearest  road  of  ships,  river, 
or  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada;  and  from  thence  proceeding 
toward  the  east  by  the  shores  of  the  sea  of  the  said  river  of  Canada  to  the  river,  road 
of  ships,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called  by  tlie  name  of  Gachepe  or  Gaspe. ' ' 

But  the  translations  of  the  Americans  were  merely  for  form's  sake,  as  the  original 
Latin,  in  a  copy  furnished  from  a  British  public  office,  was  laid  before  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands;  and  no  fear  need  have  been  felt  that  the  umpire  would  not  have 
been  able  to  jud^  whether  the  translations  were  true  or  not.  It  was  rather  to  be 
inferred  that  he,  in  examining  a  question  submitted  in  a  language  foreign  to  him, 
would  have  found  the  Latin  qiute  as  intelligible  as  the  English.  This  examination, 
however,  is  wholly  superfluous. 

Prom  whatever  source  the  nejB^otiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  derived  their  view  of 
the  boundary,  that  instrument  directs  that  it  shall  be  a  due  north  line  from  the  source 
of  the  river  St.  Croix.  This  expression  is  too  definite  to  require  explanation  or  illus- 
tration, and  it  is  only  for  those  purposes  that  any  other  instrument  can  be  permitted 
to  be  quoted. 

In  tne  passages  referred  to  the  words  "versus  septentrionem "  occur  three  times, 
and  in  two  of  Uie  instances  are  qualified  by  the  context  in  such  manner  as  to  leave 
no  possible  doubt  as  to  the  meaning.  The  first  time  they  occur  the  words  of  the 
passage  are,  **prope  latitudinem  quadraginta  trium  graduum  aut  eo  circa  versim 
septentrionem."  The  free  translation  into  modem  idiom  is  beyond  doubt,  '*near 
the  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  or  thereabout;*'  and  the  direction  toward  the 
north  must  be  along  a  meridian  line  on  which  latitude  is  measured,  or  due  north. 
Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh,  instead  of  connecting  in  their  translation  the 
wonls  "  versus  septentrionem  '*  with  the  words  **  prope  latitudinem,"  etc.,  with  which 
they  stand  in  juxtaposition  in  the  Latin  text  which  they  quote,  connect  them  with 
the  words  **ad  occinentem  tendentem,"  which  occur  in  the  next  clause  of  the  sen- 
tence, even  according  to  their  own  punctuation.  We  note  this  as  a  false  translation, 
although  it  does  not  touch  the  point  in  dispute.  They  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  use 
it  in  their  argument;  but  even  if  the  use  they  make  of  it  had  been  successful  their 
inferences  fall,  because  drawn  from  erroneous  premises. 

The  second  clause  in  which  the  words  occur  is  as  follows:  "Ad  stationeni  navium 
Sanctse  Marise  vul^  St.  Marys  Bay,  et  deinceps  versus  septentrionem  per  directam 
lineam  introitum  sive  ostium  magnse  illius  stationis  navium  trajicientem,''  etc.,  "ad 
fluviom  vulgo  nomine  Sanctae  Crucis  appellatum."  Here  the  line,  although  directed 
to  be  drawn  toward  the  north,  is  also  directed  to  be  drawn  between  two  given  points, 
and  it  is  clear  that  under  the  double  direction,  if  they  should  differ  from  each  other, 
the  position  of  the  given  points  must  govern,  and  the  line  be  traced  from  one  of  them 
to  the  other,  no  matter  wnat  may  be  uieir  bearings. 

The  last  time  the  words  occur  is  after  the  direction  that  the  line  shall  pass  up  the 
St.  Croix  and  to  the  most  remote  western  spring  or  fountain  of  that  stream,  "  unde 
per  imaginariam  lineam  directam  quae  pergere  per  terram  seu  currere  versus  sep- 
tentrionem concipietur.'*  Here  alone  can  any  doubt  exist  as  to  liie  meaning  of  the 
terms,  and  that  is  easily  solved. 

The  boundary  pointed  out  in  the  instrument  is  "  such  as  may  be  conceived  to  go  or 
run  toward  the  north  by  (per)  a  direct  (directam)  line."  Now  a  direct  line  toward 
the  north  can  be  no  other  tnan  a  meridian  line.  Had  it  been  merely  a  straight  line  of 
vague  northerly  direction  which  was  meant,  rectum ^  the  usual  expression  for  a  mathe- 
matical straight  line,  would  have  been  used  instead  of  directam .    It  is,  moreover,  to  be 
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n  favor  of  the  British  claim  founded  on  the  limits  of  ancit 


It  Acadie  then- 
First.  Because  of  the  inherent  vagueness  of  the  term,  on  which  no  settled  vatAm- 

Glanding  was  ever  bad.  although  England  held  it  to  be  synoD]mu>uii  with  Nova  Scclii 

a.nd  France  denied  thst  it  extended  more  than  10  leases  from  the  Bar  of  Fimdy. 
Second.  Because  by  its  oriKinal  definition  in  the  grant  to  De  Moots  il  ezcladc«  th* 

■whole  disputed  territory  on  the  one  side;  and 

Third.   Because  in  its  practical  sense,  as  a  real  settlement,  it  is  wholly  to  the  east 

of  the  meridian  of  the  St.  Croii,  and  this  excludes  the  whole  ot  the  disputed  teiri- 

torv  on  the  other. 

The  portion  of  the  territory  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  whi^  is  now  the 

subject  of  dispute,  therefore  can  not  be  claimed  as  a  part  of  Acadie.  as  it  nera-  feU 

within  its  limits  either  by  charter  or  by  occupation. 


Nole  Via. 


[Hrtrai 


ig  a\  the  XeilierUBdi.] 


Considering  that  in  1763,  1765.  1773,  and  \-fi.i  it  was  established  that  Nova 
should  be  bounded  at  the  north  as  far  as  the  western  extremity  of  the  Bay  de* 
Chflleunsbythesouthemboundaryof  the  Proi-ince  of  Quebec;  that  Ihb  deliiniutiaii 
is  again  found  with  respect  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  the  commwaion  of  the  Gov* 
emor-General  of  Quebec  of  17S6,  wherein  the  language  of  the  proclamatioii  of  1761 
and  of  the  Quebec  act  of  1774  has  been  used,  as  also  in  the  oommiasioiis  of  1786  u>d 
others  of  subsequent  dates  of  the  governors  of  New  Brunswick,  with  respe47t  to  the 
latt-mentioned  Province,  aa  well  as  in  a  great  number  of  maps  anterior  and  posterior 
tothe  tnaty  of  1783;  and  that  the  first  article  of  the  said  treaty  specifies  by  name  the 
States  whose  independence  is  acknowledged;  but  that  this  mention  does  not  impli 


whose  preservation  is  not  mentioned  in  the  treatv  of  17^3.  and  which.  < 
continual  changes  and  the  uncertainty  which  continued  to  exist  respecting  it,  c 
from  time  to  time  differences  between  the  pro\-{ncial  authorities. 


[Ai 


■s^I 


The  map  called  Mitchell's 
acknowledged  to  have  regulated  tJ        _ 

which  has  Deen  agreed  on  by  the  contracting  parties  as  a  delineation  uf  the  « 
courses,  and  of  the  boundary  lines  in  reference  to  the  said  water  courses 
tended  for  by  each  party,  rtspeclively,  aud  which  has  accordingly  been  s; 
the  above-named  plenipotentiaries  at  the  same  lime  with  this  convention, 
annexed  to  the  statements  of  the  contracting  parties  and  be  the  onlv  mapis  that  ■ 
be  considered  as  evidence  mutnally  ncltnowledged  by  tlic  contractikg  parties  o(^ 
topography  of  the  country- 
It  shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  either  party  to  annex  to  its  respective  first  ■( 
ment,  for  the  purposes  of  general  illustration,  any  of  tlie  maps,  surveys,  ortopQgit, 
ical  dc1tneatioi:s  which  were  filed  with  the  commissioners  under  die  fifth  artic^ 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  any  engraved  map  heretofore  published,  and  also  a  trans 
of  the  above-mentioned  Map  A  r  of  a  section  thereof,  in  which  transcript  eatji  p 
may  lay  down  the  highlancte  or  other  features  ot  the  country  as  it  shall  think  filj^ 
water  counes  and  the  boundary  lines  as  claimed  by  each  parry  remaimng  aafl 
down  in  the  said  Map  A.  Buttliis  transcript,  as  well  as  all  the  other  maps,  s  ~ 
or  topographical  delineations,  other  than  t!ie  Map  A  and  Mitchell's  map.  i~*— 
be  thus  annexed  by  either  party  to  the  respective  staletnents.  shall  be  com 
to  the  other  party,  in  the  same  manner  as  aforesaid,  within  nine  months  after  tb- 
rxdiangc  of  Uie  tBtifications  of  this  convention,  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  objec- 
tions RIM  observations  as  the  othercontiacting  party  may  deem  it  expedient  totnakr 
thereto,  aud  shall  annex  to  his  first  statement,  either  in  the  margin  of  such  tranacripl, 
map  or  maps,  or  otherwise. 

Nole  -V. 


[Kmrs 


imMotthpKliiKoftl: 


1«nd.I 


Conndering  that,  according  to  the  instances  alltsed.  the  term  highland*  Kpplk* 
not  only  to  a  billy  or  eln-alcd  countrv.  but  also  to  land  which,  without  bcitq;  nillj. 
-^  Bowing  in  diSerent  directions,  and  thai  thua  the  cbantflf,  aoM  v 
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found  in  any  of  the  many  shapes  under  which  the:  British  argument  has  been  pre- 
sented, although  it  forms  the  place  of  beginning  of  what  is  called  a  grant  to  the 
United  SUtes. 

Note  Vr. 

The  fact  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  source  of  the  Kennebec  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Chaudiere  or  thereabout  must  be  one  of  tite  boundary  lines  of  the  grant  to  the  Duke 
of  York  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  Messrs.  Featherstonhaugh  and  MXidjEj^e;  but 
they  have  not  derireci  the  true  result  from  this  discovery.  The  Kennebec  being  the 
western  limit  of  the  grant,  the  line  in  question  bounds  the  territory'  on  the  southwest, 
while  they  infer  that  it  bounds  it  on  the  northeast.  In  making  tliis  inference  they 
appear  to  have  forgotten  that  the  St.  Croix  is  the  eastern  boundary'  of  the  grant.  By 
their  argument  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  blotted  wholly  from  the  map,  or, 
rather,  becomes  a  mathematical  line  whicli  is  absurd. 

Note  VI L 

No  name  which  has  ever  been  applied  to  any  part  of  North  America  is  ns  vague  as 
that  of  Acadie.  The  charter  to  De  Monts  in  1604  extended  from  the  fortietli  to  the 
forty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitnde;  that  is  to  say,  from  Sandy  Hook,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Hudson,  to  tlie  peninsnla  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  therefore  includefl  New  York, 
parts  of  New  Jersey  ami  Pennsylvania,  and  all  the  New  England  States,  l)ut  excludetl 
the  disputed  teiiitoiy.  His  settlement  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Crobc,  but  was 
speedily  removed  to  Port  Royal.  The  latter  place  was  soon  after  destroyed  by  an 
expedition  from  Virginia  under  Argall.  Under  the  title  derived  from  this  conquest 
it  "would  appear  probable  that  the  celebrated  grant  to  Sir  William  Stirling  was  made; 
but  when  his  agents  attempted  to  make  settlements  in  the  country'  they  fcnind  that 
the  French  had  preoccupied  it.  Although  the  son  of  Alexander  succeeded  in  con- 
quering the  country  granted  to  his  father,  and  even  beyond  it  to  the  Penobscot,  it  was 
restored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains  in  1634,  and  the  Alexanders  were 
indemnified  for  the  loss  by  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  subsequent  cessions  to  France  after  its  occupations  by  the  amis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  m  its  finil  cession  to  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713, 
the  countr>'  ceded  is  described  as  Acadie  or  Nova  Scotia,  with  its  ancient  lx>unds 
{cum  finihus  ant  iq  it  is).  The  uncertainty  arising  from  this  vague  description  became 
in  1750  a  subject  of  controversy  between  France  and  England,  an<l  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  tlie  war  of  1756.  In  this  discussion  l)Oth  parties  admitted  tliat 
the  names  Acadie  and  Nova  Scotia  were  convertible  terms.  England  maintained 
that  the  territorj'  thus  named  extended  to  the  St.  LawTence;  the  I^reiich,  on  the 
other  hand,  insisted  tliat  their  Acadie  had  never  extended  more  tluui  10  leagues  from 
the  Bay  of  Fundy;  while  by  geographers,  as  quoted  by  the  Britisli  connnissioners, 
the  name  was  limited  to  the  peninsula  wliich  forms  tlie  present  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia.*  If  Acadie  had  been  limited  to  the  north  by  tlie  forty-sixth  degree  oi  north 
latitude,  as  expressed  in  the  charter  of  De  Monts,  tliat  i)arallcl  is  to  the  south  of 
Mars  Hill.  The  British  Government,  therefore,  derives  no  title  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritorv  from  this  source,  as  the  title  of  Massachusetts  and  of  ]Midiie  as  her  successor  is 
admitted  to  all  countn'  south  of  that  parallel. t 

It  is  very  easy  to  tell  what  country  was  actually  settled  by  the  French  as  Acadie. 
Its  chief  town  was  Port  Aoyal,  now  Annapolis,  at  the  lieatl  of  the  liav  of  I'undy. 
Nearly  all  the  settlements  of  the  Acadions  were  in  tliat  vicinity,  and  for  the  most 
part  within  the  peninsula. 

From  these  seats  they  were  removed,  in  1756  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  tlieni  a  rem- 
nant waa  permitted  to  return.  The  most  western  settlement  of  Acadians  was  on  tlie 
St.  John.  River  near  the  present  site  of  Fredericton,  and  no  permanent  occupation  waa 
ever  made  by  them  of  country  west  of  the  SL  Croix.  It  is  even  doubtful  wnether  the 
settlement  near  Fredericton  was  a  part  of  French  Acadie,  for  it  seems  to  have  been 
formed  by  persona  who  earaped  from  the  general  seizure  aud  transportation  of  their 
countrymen. 

This  settlement  waa- broken  up  in  1783,  and  its  inhabitants  souglit  refuge  at  Modor 
waska;  but  it  can  not  be  pretended  that  this  forced  removal  of  Acadians  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  of  1783  was  an  extension  of  the  name  of  their  country.     Tlie  whole 

*  Report  of  Pcatheffrtonhangh  and  Mudge,  pu  & 

fit  can  not  be  aerioosly  pretended  that  when  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Cermains,  in  1632,  Acadie  wan 
restored  to  Fnmoctbe  intentioa  wma  to  cede  to  her  the  colonies  already  settled,  in  New  England. 
Yetthttlaiig— gr-^f  theHritisitcoMniiarioucia  wcmld  imply  that  this  was  the  case  were  it  not  thai 
niijmwiiliiiiiiljm—iiliiiMii  ftiil|irial1iuiMiilUI  iiiillii  imibIIiiiii  t>u«nil«ijof  thegranttto DcMdnta^ 


Sootu 

adT.  ! 
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argimieiit  in  favor  of  the  Britisb  claiiD  foDnded  oa  the  limiu  of  ancii 
fore  fails: 

First.  Because  of  the  inherent  vagueness  of  the  tenn.  on  which  uo  settled 
sLandiiig  was  ever  had,  although  England  held  it  to  be  synonvmoua  with  No*a 
and  France  denied  that  it  extended  more  than  10  leases  fixtm  the  Bay  of  Fnadr. 

Second.  Because  by  its  original  definition  in  the  grant  to  De  Monts  rt  excludes  the 
whole  disputed  territory  on  Uie  one  side;  and 

Third.  Because  in  its  practical  senae,  as  a  real  settlement,  it  is  wholly  to  the  eau 
of  the  tneridion  of  the  St.  Croix,  ajid  this  excludes  the  whole  of  the  disputed  tan- 
lory  on  the  other. 

The  portion  of  the  territory  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  vrfaicb  ' "■- 

subject  of  dispute,  therefore  can  not  be  claimed  as  a  part  of  Acadie.  as  i 
within  its  limits  either  by  charter  or  by  occupation. 

NoU  I'l/f. 

[Exina  from  th«  mward  oF  Ihc  King  ot  (hF  NMlier1a«<t*.] 

Considering  that  in  1763,  1765.  1773,  and  178a  it  was  established  that  Nova  9 
should  be  bounded  at  the  north  as  far  as  the  western  extremity  of  the  Bay  d  .. 
Chaleuts  by  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Province  of  JJuebec;  that  this  delimttatMO 
is  again  found  with  respect  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  the  commission  of  the  Gov- 
ernor-General ot  Quebec  of  1786,  wherein  the  langni^  of  the  proclamation  of  1^1 
and  of  the  Quebec  act  of  1774  hai  been  used,  as  also  in  tbecominisGioiisof  I786ana 
others  of  subsequent  dates  of  the  governors  of  New  Brunswick,  with  respect  to  tbe 
last-mentioned  Province,  as  well  as  in  a  great  number  of  maps  anterior  and  posterior 
to  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  that  the  first  aiticleof  the  said  treaty  specifies  by  name  the 
Stales  whose  independence  is  acknowledged;  but  that  this  mention  does  not  imply 
t  implique )  the  entire  coincidence  of  the  boundaries  between  the  tvo  powers,  a*  *et- 
tled  by  the  following  article,  with  the  ancient  delimitation  of  the  British  Province, 
whose  preser\'ation  is  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  and  which,  owing  to  its 
continual  changes  and  the  uncertaiutywhich  continued  to  exist  respecting  it.acBttd 
from  time  to  time  diSerences  between  the  provincial  authorities. 

NoU  IX. 

The  map  called  Mitchell's  map,  liy  which  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  178J  are 
ackuowledeed  to  ha^-e  regulated  tlieir  joint  and  official  proceedings,  and  the  Hap  A, 
which  has  been  agreed  m\  by  the  contracting  parties  as  a  delineation  of  the  wato- 
courses,  and  of  the  boundary  lines  in  reference  to  the  said  water  courses,  ss  con- 
tended for  by  each  party,  respectii-ely,  and  which  has  accordingly  been  signed  bjr 
the  above-named  plenipotentiaries  at  the  same  time  with  this  convention,  shall  be 
annexed  to  the  statements  of  the  contracting  parties  and  be  the  ontv  maps  that  dull 
be  considered  as  evidence  mntoally  acknowledged  by  the  contracting  parties  of  tbe 
topography  of  the  country. 

It  shall,  however,  be  Inwful  for  either  party  to  annex  to  its  respectire  first  stat^ 
ment,  for  the  purposes  ot  general  illostrabon.  any  of  the  maps,  surveys,  or  lopt^jnpb- 
ical  delineations  which  were  £1ed  witli  the  commissioners  unrlcr  Ibc  Cflh  arttcle  of 


the  treaty  of  Ghent,  anv  engraved  map  heretofore  published,  and  also  a  traoKriiit 
rrf  the  abo\'e-nientioned  Slap  A  r  of  a  section  thereof,  in  which  transcript  c*cb  pufy 
may  lay  down  the  highlands  or  other  features  of  the  country  ns  it  shall  think  fit,  the 
water  courses  and  the  boundary  lines  as  claimed  by  each  parly  rcmoininff  as  laid 
down  in  the  said  Map  A.  But  this  transcript,  as  well  as  all  tbe  other  b 
or  topographical  delineations,  other  than  l!ie  Map  A  and  Mitchell 's  map,  11 
be  thus  annexed  by  cither  party  to  the  respective  statements,  shall  be  com 
to  the  other  party,  in  the  same  manner  as  aforesaid,  within  nine  months  ai 
exchange  of  the  ratificntions  of  this  convention,  and  ^all  be  subject  t 

lions  and  observations  as  the    ■' ' ■ ■* -" 

thereto,  and  shall  annex  ti>  hi 
map  or  maps,  or  otherwise. 


Considering  thai,  acconhng  to  Ihc  instances  atliyecl.  the  term  higUoada  ap^c* 
not  only  to  a  hilly  or  elevated  country,  but  also  to  land  which,  without  bcioi;  Billy, 
divides  mten  flcnvlng  in  different  dirtctioua,  and  that  thua  the  d " 
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less  hilly  and  elevated,  of  the  country  throueh  which  are  drawn  the  two  lines  respec- 
tively churned  at  the  north  and  at  tne  south  of  the  river  St.  John  can  not  form  the 
basis  of  a  <±oice  between  them. 

Note  XL 

The  reason  of  the  double  delineation  of  the  Restigonche  on  the  map  of  Mitchell 
and  several  others  of  ancient  date  is  obvious.  A  mistake  was  common  to  them  all  by 
which  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  was  laid  down  too  far  to  the  north.  The  main  branch,  or 
Grande  Fourche,  of  Restigouche  (Katawamkedgwick)  has  been  reached  by  parties 
setting  out  from  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Metis,  and  was  known  to  fall  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  while  the  imited  stream  had  also  been  visited  by  persons  cross- 
ing the  wagansis  of  Grand  River  and  descending  the  Southwestern  Branch.  The  map 
makers  could  not,  in  consequence  of  the  error  in  latitude,  make  their  plat  meet,  and 
therefore  consid«red  the  part  of  the  united  streams  reached  in  the  two  different  direc- 
tions as  di£ferent  bodies  of  water,  and  without  authority  sought  an  outlet  for  that 
which  they  hdd  down  as  the  southernmost  of  the  two  in  another  bay  of  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence.  On  many  of  the  maps,  however,  the  small  stream  which  modern 
geographers  improperly  call  Restigouche  is  readily  distinguishable  under  the  name 
of  Chacodi. 

Note  XII , 


In  the  argument  of  the  British  commis- 
sioners under  Jay's  treaty  the  foUovring 
points  were  maintained,  and,  bein^  sanc- 
tioqpd  by  the  decision  of  the  umpire,  be- 
came the  grounds  of  an  award  acceded  to 
by  both  Governments: 

First  That  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia 
had  been  altered  from  the  southern  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  highlands  de- 
scribed in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Second.  That  if  the  river  Schoodiac 
were  the  true  St.  Croix  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  could  be  formed  by 
the  western  and  northern  boundaries  (the 
meridian  line  and  the  highlands). 

Third.  That  the  territory  of  Acadie,  or 
Nova  Scotia,  was  the  same  territory 
granted  to  Sir  William  Alexander. 

Fourth.  That  the  sea  and  Atlantic 
Ocean  were  used  as  convertible  terms. 

Fifth.  That  from  the  date  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  the  boundary  between  Massa- 
chusetts and  Nova  Scotia  was  that  of  the 
patent  to  Sir  William  Alexander. 

Sixth.  That  the  Provinces  of  Quebec 
and  Nova  Scotia  belonged  to  and  were 
in  possession  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in 
1753,  and  that  he  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  such  part  of 
them  as  he  might  think  fit 

Seventh.  That  the  due  north  line  from 
the  source  of  the  St  Croix  must  of  neces- 
sity cross  the  St.  John. 


It  has  since  been  maintained  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain: 


First.  That  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia 
never  did  extend  to  the  St.  Lawrence. 


Second.  That  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  unknown  in  1783. 


Third.  That  Acadie  extended  south  to 
the  forty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  was  not  the  same  with  Nova  Scotia. 

Fourth.  That  the  sea  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  were  different  things. 

Fifth.  That  the  claims  and  rights  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  extend  to  the  west- 
em  bounds  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander. 

Sixth.  That  this  being  the  case  the 
cession  of  territory  not  included  within 
her  limits  is  void. 


Seventh.  That  it  could  never  have  been 
intended  that  the  meridian  line  should 
cross  the  St.  John. 


Note  XI I L 

It  has  been  pretended  that  the  grant  of  the  fief  of  Madawaska  in  1683  can  be 
nrged  as  a  bar  to  the  claim  of  Ma.ssacnusetts.  That  fief,  indeed,  was  among  the  early 
grants  of  the  French  governors  of  Canada,  but  it  is  not  included  in  the  claim  wliicli 
the  French  themselves  set  up.  It  was  therefore  covered  by  the  Massachusetts  char- 
ter, because  the  grant  had  never  been  acted  upon.  Even  up  to  the  present  day  this 
fief  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  settled  or  occupied  except  by  the  retainers  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Port  Ingall,  and  from  all  the  evidence  which  could  be  found  on  the  spot  it 
appeared  that  no  settlement  had  ever  been  made  upon  it  until  the  establishment  of 
a  posthonae  some  time  between  the  date  of  the  treaties  of  1783  and  1794.     It  therefore 
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was  not  at  the  time  the  diarter  of  MuBmiliuiieHi;  -was  grmnted  ( 1691 )  "actnallj  pos- 
sessed or  inliabited  by  any  other  Christian  prince  or  state.'* 

An  argument  has  also  been  attempted  to  be  dra'^'n  fram  theimtitsf^wen  onGteen- 
leaf's  map  to  a  purchase  made  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  by  Watkins  and 
Flint.  This  purchase  is,  however,  by  the  patent  extended  to  the  highlands,  and  the 
surveyors  who  laid  it  out  crossed  the  Walloostook  in  search  of  them.  Here  they 
met,  at  a  short  distance  from  that  stream,  with  'waters  nmning  to  the  north,  which 
thej'  conceived  to  be  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  they  terminated  their  sorvey. 
The  lines  traced  on  Greenlears  map  are  therefore  incorrect,  either  as  oompored  witii 
the  grant  or  the  actual  survey',  and  althonjgh  from  a  want  of  knowledge  01  the  conn- 
tr\'  the  suri'ej'ors  stopped  at  waters  nmmnff  into  Lake  Temiscouata  instead  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  the  ver\'  error  shows  the  understanding  they  had  of  the  true  design 
of  the  patent,  and  this  transaction,  so  far  from  being  an  available  aigumeut  against 
the  American  claim,  is  an  act  of  possession  at  an  early  date  within  the  limits  of  the 
disputed  territory'. 


Washington,  April  8,  1842. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  31st  March,  1842,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  dociunent  and  report  *  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofl&ce.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  g,  1842, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  mth  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  fTeqaested  bj'  their 
resolution  of  the  7th  instant.  TQFLN'  TYLER 

Washington,  April  11,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ignited  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  J  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  MiasiflBippi,  with 
a  request  that  I  should  communicate  the  same  to  Congress.  This  I  do 
not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  decline,  inasmuch  as  I  think  that  some 
action  by  Con  caress  is  called  for  by  justice  to  the  memorialists  and  in 
compliance  witJi  the  plighted  national  faith.  TOTTX  TYLER 


Washtngtcfn,  April  12,  T842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  T^nited  States: 

In  furtlier  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
February  last,  requesting  information  touching  tlie  demarcation  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Teacas, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary-  of  State  and  the  accompanying 

*^'^^"""*^'^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

*  Kelatms;  to  wirvcy*  and  sales  of  the  imblic  linid!t  rtorinR  1841  nnd  iK\7,  etc. 

t  With  (ireAt  Britnin  Tftathrr  to  nn  nitmuitiomal  co|>>'ripht  law. 

)  Helating  to  on  alleged  vtoUtioii  by  the  United  States  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek. 
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Washington,  April  ij,  184,2. 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  Umied  Slates: 

In  campliance  whh  a  Teaolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  34th  of  July  last, 
I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State,  convey- 
ing copies  of  the  correspondence  *  which  contains  the  information  called 
for  by  that  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  ij,  1842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  July  last,  I 
communicate  Xo  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State,  convey- 
ing copies  of  the  correspondence  f  which  contains  the  information  called 
for  by  said  resolution. 

In  communicating  these  papers  to  the  Senate  I  call  their  particular 
attention  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  which 
he  suggests  the  propriety  of  not  making  pubHc  certain  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  18,  1842, 
To  the  Seriate  0/  ike  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  %  of  the  Secretarj^  of 
State,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i8th  Feb- 
ruar>%  1842.  j^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  April  ip,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  Pebruarj'  18,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  inclosing  a  list  of  all 
officers,  agents,  and  commissioners  eraploj^ed  under  the  War  Department 
who  are  not  such  by  express  provision  of  law,  with  other  information 
required  by  the  resolution.  TOHN  TYJLER 

Washington,  April  ig,  1842, 
To  the  House  of  fi!epresmta fives: 

I  transmit  'herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a 

list  of  appointments  to  office  made  in  that  Department  since  the  4th  day 

of  April,  t84'i, in  part  compKance  ivith  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 

Representatives 'Of  the  21st  ultimo.  torn  Tvt  kb 

M>rifie'4l|MBiiMtic4ifeittwid«ihitelePof  the  United 'States  at  the  Cmx  Austria  mlative  tothe 
oomaaeMlal  iafcvrests  of  the  U&ked  States. 

tBctwecxi*the  Department  of  State  and  Belgium  relative  tothe  rejection  by  that  Government  of 
the  treaty  ntHfied  fay  the  Senate  Febnaary  9,  18^  and  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  exchanging  the 
TatificaiiosU'Of  the  tvaaty .ratified  by  the  Senate  December  31,  iS^o. 

t Transmitting  names  of  agents  employed  by  the  State  Department  without  expxess  provision 
of  law. 
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Washington,  April  ^o. 
To  the  Senate  atid  Hoitse  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States. ■ 

I  submit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  accompatiie^ 
by  documentii  relating  to  an  application  by  the  captain  and  ownei 
the  Spanish  ship  Sabtna*  whic^  is  recommended  to  thdr  fa\-orablt- 

"''"«"»°-  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  .'fprit  zS,  /.•iff. 
To  the  Senate  of  Oic  United  States. 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  tlie  constitulional  action  of  that  body,  i 
treaty  concluded  on  the  1  ith  day  of  August  last  with  the  Minda  Waa-j 
kanton  bands  of  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Nation  of  Indians,  with  the  f 
necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  subject.  lOHN  TVI  FR 

Washint.ton.  April  z/i.  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that  body,  (_ 
treaty  concluded  with  the  half-breeds  of  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Nation  on 
the  31st  day  of  July  last,  together  with  the  papers  referred  to  in  the 
accompanying  communication  from  the  Secretar>'  of  War  as  necessary  to 
a  full  view  of  the  whole  subject.  lOHN  TVI  FR 


Washington,  April  ja.  rSfx. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  29th  instant,  I  have  t 
honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Kelley  and  Steuart,  two  of  tla 
commissioners  originally  appointed,  along  wJtU  Mr.  Poindexter,  to  ii 
tigate  the  affairs  of  the  custom-house  of  New  York,  together  with  a 
the  correspondence  and  testinionj-  accompanying  the  same,  and  also  tl 
report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  to  which  is  aunexed  two  letters,  subscribed  b 
Mr.  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Bradley.     The  last-named  gentleman  was  sul 
stituted  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Kellej-,  whose  inclinations  and  duties  c 
him  to  his  residence  in  Ohio  after  the  return  of  the  commissioners  to  ll 
city,  about  the  last  of  August.     One  of  the  letters  just  mentioned  * 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj-  and  bears  date  the  1  JtJ 
April  instant,  and  the  other  to  myself,  dated  the  20tli  of  Uiis  nioi 
From  the  former  you  will  learn  that  a  most  interesting  portion  of  t 
inquiry-  instituted  by  this  Department  (^-iz,  that  relating  to  light -how 
buoys,  beacons,  revenue  cutters,  and  revenue  Iwats)  is  proposed  t 
made  the  subject  of  a  further  report  by  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Poindextvt 
YoQ  will  also  learn,  through  the  accotufianying  letter  from  Mr.  Stet 

•  PoTMmipciwtiiri  lorn-fnilng  unil  inpi 
of  ihe  Amrrifiin  ilitii  f>»™»,  of  New  Yort 
Uw  Cap*  of  ComI  Hoix. 
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the  reasons  which  have  delayed  him  in  making  a  supplemental  and  addi- 
tional report  to  that  already  made  by  himself  and  Mr.  Kelley,  embra- 
cing his  views  and  opinions  upon  the  developments  made  subsequent 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Kelley  from  the  commission  and  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  place.  I  also  transmit  two  documents 
furnished  by  Mr.  Steuart,  and  which  were  handed  by  him  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  7th  instant,  the  one  being  ''memoranda 
of  proceedings,"  etc.,  marked  No.  i,  and  the  other  "letters  accompany- 
ing memoranda,''  etc.,  marked  No.  2. 

The  commission  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  existing 
defects  in  the  custom-house  reg^ations,  to  trace  to  their  true  causes  past 
errors,  to  detect  abuses,  and  by  wholesome  reforms  to  guard  in  future 
not  only  against  fraud  and  peculation,  but  error  and  mismanagement. 
For  these  purposes  a  selection  was  made  of  persons  of  acknowledged 
intelligence  and  industry,  and  upon  this  task  they  have  been  engaged 
for  almost  an  entire  year,  and  their  labors  remain  yet  to  be  completed. 
The  character  of  those  labors  may  be  estimated  by  the  extent  of  Messrs. 
Kelley  and  Steuart's  report,  embracing  about  100  pages  of  closely  written 
manuscript,  the  voluminous  memoranda  and  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Steuart,  the  great  mass  of  evidence  accompanying  Messrs.  Kelley  and 
Steuart's  report,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  extending  over  394 
pages,  comprised  in  the  volume  accompanying  this,  and  additional  reports 
still  remaining  to  be  made,  as  before  stated. 

I  should  be  better  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  communicate 
the  entire  mass  of  reports  made  and  contemplated  to  be  made  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  still  more  should  I  have  been  gratified  if  time 
could  have  been  allowed  me,  consistently  with  the  apparent  desire  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  put  into  immediate  possession  of  these 
papers,  to  have  compared  or  even  to  have  read  with  deliberation  the  views 
presented  by  the  commissioners  as  to  proposed  reforq^  in  the  revenue 
laws,  together  with  the  mass  of  documentary  evidence  and  information 
by  which  they  have  been  explained  and  enforced  and  which  do  not  admit 
of  a  satisfactory  comparison  until  the  whole  circle  of  reports  be  completed. 
Charges  of  malfeasance  against  some  of  those  now  in  office  will  devolve 
upon  the  Executive  a  rigid  investigation  into  their  extent  and  character, 
and  will  in  due  season  claim  my  attention.  The  readiness,  however, 
with  which  the  House  proposes  to  enter  upon  the  grave  and  difficult 
subjects  which  these  papers  suggest  having  anticipated  that  considera- 
tion of  them  by  the  Executive  which  their  importance  demands,  it  only 
remains  for  me,  in_lieu  of  specific  recommendations,  which  under  other 
circumstances  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  make,  to  urge  upon  Con- 
gress the  importance  and  necessity  of  introducing  the  earliest  reforms 
in  existing  laws  and  usages,  so  as  to  guard  the  country  in  future  against 
frauds  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  and  the  Treasury  against  pecula- 
tion, to  relieve  trade  and  commerce  from  oppressive  regulations,  and  to 
guard  law  and  morality  against  violation  and  abuse. 

As  from  their  great  volume  it  has  been  necessary  to  transmit  the  original 


154  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  PrcsiJents 

papers  "to  the  House.  I  Iiav«  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  Honse  6 
-order  for  their  restnnitioii  to  the  Treasury  Depnrtineiit  at  such  t" 
may  comport  with  its  pleasnre.  TQHK  TV'L. 


■Washington.  May  2,  1842. 
To  tie  ITouse  of  Hepreicnlalbies  0/ ihf  Cnited  Statfs: 

I  have  this  day  received  and  uow  transmit  to  the  House  of  £e]Ke- 
seutatives  the  accompauyiug  conimuiiicatioii  from  Benjaniiu  K.  Bntlcf, 
having  relation  to  the  reports  of  tlie  cuiuuiissioneTs  appoiuiLti  tjy 
examine  into  the  affairs  conuected  wilh  the  New  York  custom- 
As  the  whole  subject  is  iu  possession  of  the  House.  I  deem  it  also, 
to  communicate  Mr.  Butler's  letter. 


]OHK  TYLER. 


U'assdcgtoh,  May  10,  r€4x. 

To  the  Snurte  and  Mouse  vf  ^eprestntatis.-es: 

The  scastm  for  active  hostilities  in  Florida  having  nearly  tenninated. 
ray  nttmtiou  has  necessarily  been  directed  to  the  conrae  of  measures  to 
be  pursued  hereafter  in  relation  to  the  few  Indians  j-et  remaining  in  that 
Teiritorj".  Their  number  is  believed  not  I0  exceed  240,  of  whom  there 
aru  supposed  to  be  about  So  WBrrion;,  or  males  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
The  further  pursuit  of  these  miserable  beings  by  a  large  nii!itnT>'  force 
seeius  to  be  as  injudicions  as  it  is  unavailing.  The  histon'  of  the  last 
year's  campdgn  in  Florida  has  satisfactorily  shown  that  notwiih-standitig 
the  vigorons  and  iucessant  operations  of  our  troops  (which  can  not  be 
exceeded),  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare,  their  dispersed  condition,  and  the 
ver>'  aaalliK.-as  of  their  number  (which  increases  the  difficult^'  of  Urn 
tbem  in  the  abugdant  nnd  ainiost  inaccessible  hiding  places  of  the 
tory  1  Tender  any  frather  attempt  to  secnrc  thciu  by  force  impnctn 
except  by  the  eniployiiient  of  the  most  expensi\'e  means.  The  e^l 
tion  of  force  and  the  coDStant  efforts  to  capture  or  destroy  them  of 
places  tbem  beyond  the  reach  of  overtures  to  surrender.  It  is  bolitrtrd 
by  the  distinginsbed  officer  in  command  tiiere  that  a  different 
should  now  be  pnrsned  to  attniu  the  entire  removal  of  all  the 
in  Florida,  and  he  recommends  that  hostilities  should  cense  nn! 
renewal  of  them  be  tendered  neeessary  by  new  aggrestions;  tbitt 
nicatioDS  should  be  opened  by  means  of  the  Indians  with  him  to 
them  a  peacefnl  and  volnutar^'  surrender,  and  that  the  military 
should  hereafter  be  directed  lo  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants. 

These  tows  are  .^trongtheDed  and  corttiborated  by  the  governor 
Territory,  \i\  loauy  of  its  most  intelligeiit  citizens,  unA  bynui 
cers  of  the  Army  who  bav^  sensed  and  are  still  serving  in  that 
Maiare  redection  has  BstiaBed  ine  tlial  these  ivemnraendatiotM  rnn 
and  iu.st;  and  I  rejoioe  that  eonsisieinly  wiih  thrt\-  to  Fl(jrifta 
indulge  my  deMntoi>R»DO<cthe  grctn  hnerasts  of  liotnnnity  and 
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the  leign  €if  peace  and  good  will  by  tennuiating  the  tmbappy  WHrfare 
that  has  80  long  been  oarried  on  there,  and  at  the  same  time  gmtify 
my  anxiety  to  reduce  the  dcmaads  upon  the  CDreasmy  by  cnrtailing  the 
extxaordmary  expenses  which  have  att?ended  the  contest.  I  have  there- 
fore anthorized  the  colonel  in  command  there  as  soon  as  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient  to  declare  that  hostilities  against  the  Indians  have  ceased, 
and  that  they  "will  not  be  renewed  nnless  provoked  and  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  new  outrages  on  their  part,  but  that  neither  citizens  nor 
troops  are  lo  be  restrained  from  any  necessary  and  proper  acts  of  self- 
defense  against  an^'  attempts  to  molest  them.  He  is  instructed  to  open 
commimicatians  with  those  yet  Temaining,  and  endeavor  by  all  peaceable 
means  to  persuade  them  to  consult  their  'true  interests  by  joining  their 
brethren  at  the  West;  and  directions  have  been  given  for  establishing 
a  cordan  or  line  of  pn>tection  for  the  inhabitants  by  the  necessar>'  num- 
ber of  troops. 

But  to  render  tiiis  system  of  protection  effectual  it  is  essential  that 
settlements  of  onr  citiBsns  shoold  be  made  within  the  line  so  established, 
and  that  they  :shciuld  'be  armsd/so  as  to  beready  to  repel  any  attack.  In 
order  to  afford  inducements  to  such  settlements,  I  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  iiie  propriety 'of  allowing  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
land  to  the  head  -of  each  £amily  that  shall  permanently  occupy  it,  and 
of  extending  the  existing  pnyvisions  on  that  subject  so  as  to  permit  the 
isBue  of  lations  ior  :the  subsistence  of  the  settlers  for  one  year;  and  as 
few  of  them 'will  probably  be  provided  ^nth  arms,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  authorize  the  loan  of  muskets  and  the  deliver}'  of  a  proper  quantity  of 
cartridges  or  of  powder  and  balls.  By  such  means  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  hardy  population  will  soon  occupy  the  rich  soil  of  the  frontiers  of 
Florida,  who  will  be  as  ca^soble  as  willii^  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
hooses,  and  ithus  relieve  the  Oovermnent  from  fmrther  anxiety  or  expense 
for  their  ptotectum.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

WASHiNGa?ON,  May  /?,  1842, 

To  the  Himse  of  J^-^^resetUaiives  of  ike  Utiiicd  5%iat€s: 

I  transmit  huigwith . a  jcport *  from  the  Postmaster- General,  made  in 
pnnmattce  of  the  resolution  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  21st 
of  March  last,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  tJu  Senate:  Washtncton.  May  16^  1842. 

Having  directed  hostilities  in  Plorida  to  cease,  tlie  time  seems  to  have 
arrived  for  xiistixjgtushing  with  appropriate  honors  the  brave  army  that 
have  so  long  encountered  tlie  perils  of  savage  warfare  in  a  countr\'  pre- 
senting every  imaginable  difficulty  and  in  seasons  and  under  a  climate 

*TniiumittingtiflU  of  postmasters  and  others  appointed  by  the  President  and  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment fiom  April  4,  iSfX,  to  March  21, 1842. 
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meaning  with  tbe  terms  iu  the  Latin  ^ant  to  Sir  Wtlham  Alexander,  although  tbO^B 
is  no  evi(rence  to  that  effect.     If,  therefore,  it  were  a  faJse  translaticn.  the  error  has 
been  committed  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  on  that  of  the  United  States 
But  it  is  not  a  false  translation ,  as  may  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  merest  t jra 
in  classical  literature. 

The  words  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  as  quoted  by  Mea&rs.  Feathec- 
stonbaugh  and  Kludge,  are  as  follows,  \4z: 

"Omncs  et  singulas  terras  continentis  ac  insulas  situatas  ct  jacentes  in  America 
intra  caput  seu  jjromontorium  ccmmuniter  Ca^  A- &i/^appeUat,  jacen.  propelati- 
tudinem  quadraginta  trium  gradnum  aut  eo  circa  ab  equinoctiali  liaea  versus  seplen- 
trionem,  a  quo  promontorio  versus  littus  maris  tendeu.  ad  occidentcm  ad  stationem 
SanctK  Maris  navium  vulgo  Saneimarfis  Bay.  Et  deinceps,  versus  septentiionem 
per  directum  lineani  introitum  sive  ostium  tnagiuc  illius  stalionis  navium  trajicicn. 
queescurrit  in  lemeorientalemplagam  inter  regiones  Suriquoram  et  Etcheniinotuui 
wwlgo  Suriguais  ct  EUhffttines  e.A  (iuvium  \-ulgo  nomine  iiinj-/i?£l>HiTjappel]at.  Et 
ad  scaturiginem  rcmotissimam  sive  fontem  es  occidentali  parte  ejusdem  qui  se  pri- 
mum  prcdicto  fiuvio  immiscct.  Unde  per  imnginariam  directam  lineam  quic  pergere 
perterram  seu  cnrrere  versus  septentriotiemcoucipicturad  proximam  navium  statio- 
nem,  flu\'ium,  vcl  scaturiginem  in  magno  fluvio  de  Canada  sese  cxonerantem.  Bt  ab 
eo  pergendo  versus  orientem  per  mans  oris  littorales  cjusdcm  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvium.  stationeni  naiKum,  portum,  aut  littus  conimuniter  nomine  de  Gathepe  vel 
Gaspee  notum  et  appellatuni." 

The  authentic  Latin  copy  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  as  communicated 
officially  bvtiic  British  Government,  contains  no  commas,  and  would  read  as  follows: 

"  Omnes  ct  singiilas  terras  continentis  ac  insulaa  situatas  et  jacentes  in  America 
intra  caput  seu  promontorium  comntuniter  Cap  de  Sable  appellat.  Jacen.  prope  lati- 
tudinem  quadraginta  trium  graduuni  aut  eo  circa  ab  equinoctiali  linea  versus  septen- 
trioncm  a  quo  promontorio  versus  littus  maris  tenden.  ad  occidentcm  ad  stationetn 
SanctiE  MariiE  navium  vulgo  Sanctmareis  Bay.  Et  deinceps  versus  septentrionem 
per  directam  lineam  introitum  si\-c  ostium  tnagnte  illius  slationis  navium  trajicien. 
t)Us  excurri t  in  terr^e  orientalem  plogam  irter  regiones  Suriquorum  et  Etechcminorura 
vulgo  SuriquoisetEtechemincs  ad  fluviu  j\Tilgo  nomine  SanctaeCrucis  appellat.  Et 
ad  scaturiginem  remotissimam  sive  fontem  ex  occidentali  parte  ejusdem  qui  sc  pri- 
muDi  predicto  fluvio  immiscet.  Unde  perimaginariam  directam  lineam  qu::e  pergere 
per  terram  seu  cunere  versus  septentrionem  concipietur  ad  proximam  navium  statio- 
nem  fluvium  \e\  scaturiginem  in  niagno  fluvio  de  Canada  sese  exonerantem.  El  ab 
eo  pergendo  versus  orientem  per  maris  oris  littorales  ejusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
fluvium  stationcm  navium  portum  aut  littus  communiter  nomine  de  Gathepe  vel 
Gaspee  notum  et  appellatum. ' ' 

The  translation  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Feathcriitonhaueh  is  as  foUows: 

"All  and  each  of  the  lands  of  the  continent  and  the  islands  situated  and  lying  id 

*         ■"'  ' '  '        "    I  Cape  Sable,  lying  neai 

thereabout;  from  which 
a  the  naval 
ling  toward 


estwardly  toward  the  north  by  the  seashore  to  the  naval 
"    '  •"-    "       J  Bay:  from  thence  passing  toward 


promontory  stretching  n 

station  of  St.  Maty,  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay:  from  thence  p 
the  north  by  a  straight  line,  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  tliat  great  n 
penetrates  tbc  interior  of  the  eastern  shore  betwixt  the  countries  of  the  Suriquois 
and  Elchemina,  to  the  river  commonly  called  the  St.  Croix,  and  to  the  most  remote 
source  or  spring  of  the  same  on  the  western  side  which  first  mingles  itself  with  the 
aforesaid  nver:  from  whence,  by  an  imaginary  straight  line,  which  may  be  supposed 
(concipietur  I  to  advance  into  the  country  or  to  run  toward  the  north  to  the  nearest 
naval  station,  river,  or  spring  discharging  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada  and 
from  thence  advancing  towanl  the  east  by  the  gulf  shores  of  the  said  river  of  Canada 
to  the  river,  naval  station,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  or  called  by  the  name  of 
Gathepe  or  Gaspe." 

The  only  American  translations  which  have  ever  been  presented  in  argument  are 
as  follows: 


[Train 


s  ctnploy«!  to  tiT*p«rEthe  Malnutil  laid 


"Beginning  at  Cape  Sable,  in  43°  north  latitude  or  Ihereahoul:  rxtonding  Ihn 
westwaidly  along  the  seashore  to  the  road  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay;  Ihei 
toward  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  that  great  af 
road  wbich  runs  into  tlic  eaxtem  tract  ofland  between  the  territories  of  the  Soi 
quoisand  of  the  Etchemins  j  Bay  of  I'undy),  to  the  river  commonly  en  I!  c<i  St.  CfO 
and  Co  the  most  remote  spntig  or  source  which  from  the  western  part  thitvof  d 
auiigles  iuclf  witli  the  river  aforeaud;  and  frvui  thcucc,  by  ui  iniagtoiuy  dim.1  lii 
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which  may  be  conceited  to  stretch  through  the  land  or  to  run  toward  the  north,  to 
the  nearest  road,  river,  or  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  de  Canada  (river 
St.  Lawrence);  and  from  thence,  proceeding  eastwardly  along  the  seashores  of  the 
said  river  de  Canada,  to  the  river,  road,  port,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called 
by  the  name  of  Gathepe  or  Gaspe.** 

[Translation  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  American  agent  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.] 

*'  By  the  tenor  of  this  omr  present  charter  we  do  gfive,  grant,  and  convey  to  the  said 
Sir  William  Alexander,  his  neirs  or  assigns,  all  and  singular  the  lands  of  the  con- 
tinent and  islands  situated  and  lyin^  in  America  within  the  headland  or  promon- 
tory commonly  called  Cape  Sable,  Ivmc^  near  the  latitude  of  43°  or  thereabout,  from 
the  equinoctial  line  toward  the  north;  fiom  which  promontory  stretching  toward  the 
shore  of  the  sea  to  the  west  to  the  road  of  ships  commonly  called  St.  Marys  Bay,  and 
then  toward  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  tliat  great 
road  of  ships  which  nms  into  the  eastern  tract  of  land  between  the  territories  01  the 
Souriquois  and  the  Btchemins,  to  the  river  called  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  and  to 
the  most  remote  spring  or  fountain  from  the  western  part  thereof  which  first  mingles 
itself  with  the  river  aforesaid;  whence,  by  an  imaginary  direct  line,  which  may  be 
conceived  to  go  through  or  run  toward  the  north,  to  the  nearest  road  of  ships,  river, 
or  spring  emptying  itself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada;  and  from  thence  proceeding 
toward  the  east  by  the  shores  of  the  sea  of  tlie  said  river  of  Canada  to  the  river,  road 
of  ships,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Gachepe  or  Gaspe." 

But  the  translations  of  the  Americans  were  merely  for  formes  sake,  as  the  original 
Latin,  in  a  copy  furnished  from  a  British  public  office,  was  laid  before  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands;  and  no  fear  need  have  been  felt  tliat  the  umpire  would  not  have 
been  able  to  judg|e  whether  the  translations  were  true  or  not.  It  was  rather  to  be 
inferred  that  he,  m  examining  a  question  submitted  in  a  language  foreign  to  him, 
would  have  found  the  Latin  quite  as  intelligible  as  the  English.  This  examination, 
however,  is  wholly  superfluous. 

From  whatever  source  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  derived  their  view  of 
the  boundary,  that  instrument  directs  that  it  shall  be  a  due  north  line  from  the  source 
of  the  river  St.  Croix.  This  expression  is  too  definite  to  require  explanation  or  illus- 
tration, and  it  is  only  for  those  purposes  that  any  other  instnmient  can  be  p>emiitted 
to  be  quoted. 

In  the  passages  referred  to  the  words  "versus  septentrionem "  occur  three  times, 
and  in  two  of  Uie  instances  are  qualified  bv  the  context  in  such  manner  as  to  leave 
no  possible  doubt  as  to  the  meaning.  Tne  first  time  they  occiu*  the  words  of  the 
passage  are,  **prope  latitudinem  quadrag^nta  trium  ^raduum  aut  co  circa  versus 
septentrionem.'*  The  free  translation  into  modem  idiom  is  beyond  doubt,  "near 
the  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  or  thereabout;"  and  the  direction  toward  the 
north  must  be  along  a  meridian  line  on  which  latitude  is  measured,  or  due  north. 
Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh,  instead  of  connecting  in  their  translation  the 
words  "  versus  septentrionem  *  *  with  the  words  *  *  prope  latitudinem, ' '  etc. ,  with  which 
they  stand  in  juxtaposition  in  the  Latin  text  whicn  they  quote,  connect  them  with 
the  words  "ad  occiaentem  tendentem,"  which  occur  in  the  next  clause  of  the  sen- 
tence, even  according  to  their  own  punctuation.  We  note  this  as  a  false  translation, 
although  it  does  not  touch  the  point  in  dispute.  They  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  use 
it  in  their  an^ument;  but  even  if  the  use  they  make  of  it  had  been  successful  their 
inferences  fall,  because  drawn  from  erroneous  premises. 

The  second  clause  in  which  the  words  occiu*  is  as  follows:  "Ad  stationem  navium 
Sanctse  Mariae  vul^  St.  Marys  Bay,  et  deinceps  versus  septentrionem  per  directam 
lineam  introitum  sive  ostium  magnse  illius  stationis  navium  trajicientem,"  etc.,  "ad 
fluvium  vulgo  nomine  Sancts  Crucis  appellatum."  Here  the  line,  although  directed 
to  be  drawn  toward  the  north,  is  also  directed  to  be  drawn  between  two  given  pK)ints, 
and  it  is  clear  that  under  the  double  direction,  if  they  should  differ  from  each  other, 
the  position  of  the  given  points  must  govern,  and  the  line  be  traced  from  one  of  them 
to  the  other,  no  matter  wnat  may  be  uieir  bearings. 

The  last  time  the  words  occiu*  is  after  the  direction  that  the  line  shall  pass  up  the 
St.  Croix  and  to  the  most  remote  western  spring  or  fountain  of  that  stream,  "unde 
per  imaginariam  lineam  directam  quae  pergere  per  terram  seu  currere  versus  sep- 
tentrionem concipiettu:."  Here  alone  can  any  doubt  exist  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
terms,  and  that  is  easily  solved. 

The  boundary  pointed  out  in  the  instrument  is  **  such  as  may  be  conceived  to  go  or 
run  toward  the  north  by  (per)  a  direct  (directam)  line."  Now  a  direct  line  toward 
the  north  can  be  no  other  than  a  meridian  line.  Had  it  been  merely  a  straight  line  of 
vague  northerly  direction  which  was  meant,  rectum,  the  usual  expression  for  a  mathe- 
matical straight  line,  would  have  been  used  instead  of  directam.    It  is,  moreover,  to  be 
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[The  followiofif  are  inaerted  bcarase  they  pertain  to  the  treaEty  tnuMmitted  with  the 

President  Tyler  immediately  preceding.] 

Dkpartbcent  op  Statb, 
To  ihe  Scnait  of  the  United  Staies:  Uashin^ton,  August  j.  1S4S, 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compltanoe 

with  a  resolution  adopted  by  it  on  the  29tli  ultimo,  a  copy  of  ihe  joint  report  of  the 
c»mmissioners  under  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  August  9,  1842,  together  u-ith  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  American  commissioner  transmitting  the  same  to  the  State 
Department.  j^j,Pg  BUCHANAN. 

Mr,  Smith  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Washington,  April  20,  1S4S. 

Sir:  In  presenting  to  3'ou  the  joint  rej>ort  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  treaty  of  Washington  of  August  9,  1842,  to  survey  and  mark  the  line  of  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Provinces,  which  I  ha\'e  the  honor  here- 
with most  respectfully  to  submit,  I  have  to  p>erform  the  painful  doty  of  infofrming 
3nou  that  the  maps  of  that  line  and  of  the  adjacent  country,  which  had  been  elabo- 
rately constructed  by  tlic  scientific  corps  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
contained  upon  100  sheets  of  drawing  paper  of  the  largest  size,  together  with  the 
tables  of  the  survey,  have  been  destroyed  by  tlie  conflagration  of  the  building  in 
which  they  were  contained.  This  house  had  been  occupied  by  Major  James  D. 
Graham,  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  and  principal  astronomer  of  tl^  American 
commission,  as  his  office  tmtil  his  departure  for  Mexico.  All  the  maps,  dra^4ngs, 
and  tables  had  been  completed  and  duly  authenticatefl  by  the  joint  commissioners, 
and  were  rea<ly  to  be  deposited  wnth  their  joint  report  under  their  hands  and  seals 
in  the  archives  of  this  Government.  Of  this  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  24tli  ultimo. 

I  can  hardly  express  the  pain  which  this  unfortunate  event  has  occasioned  me. 
But  I  can  not  perceive  tliat  any  imputation  of  blame  cau  properly  be  attached  to  any 
officer  of  tlie  commLssion.  The  care  and  custody  of  all  tlie  work  of  the  United  States 
scientific  cor])s  were  properly  placed  in  charge  of  Major  Graham,  as  the  head  of  that 
corps,  who  had  had  the  immediate  direction  and  superintendence  of  it  from  the  first 
organization  of  the  commission.  He  recpiired  the  maps  and  tables  at  his  office  for 
reference  and  revision  in  the  progress  of  the  astronomical  work.  Upon  his  depar- 
ture for  Mexico  he  placed  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  in  his  rooms  with  an  injunction 
to  guard  with  the  utmost  care  the  valuable  property  of  the  commission.  On  tlie  day 
after  he  left  the  city,  and  when  for  the  first  time  informed  of  the  fact,  I  called  upon 
Lieutenant  Whipple  and  requested  him  to  have  all  the  maps,  drawings,  and  tables 
ready  to  be  turned  over  to  the  State  IX»partment  on  the  following  day.  On  the  24th 
ultimo  I  acquainted  yon  ^\^th  that  fact. 

No  censure  can  possibly  Ix?  attributed  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  whose  great  care 
and  attention  to  all  his  duties  have  been  on  all  occasions  highly  distinguished.  He 
escaj)e<l  from  tlie  fire  with  scarcely  an  article  of  his  dress,  and  his  loss  in  money  and 
clothing  is  at  Icikst  ^i,oaj.  Major  Graham  has  lost  his  valuable  library,  together 
witli  i)ersonal  effects  to  a  large  amount.  The  fire  was  communicateil  from  the  base- 
ment of  the  house,  and  by  no  effort  could  an\-thing  Ije  saved. 

There  are  tracings  of  the  maps  npcm  '*ti.ssue  paper,"  without  the  topography,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  but  they  are  not  signed  by  the  commissioners. 

The  field  books  of  the  engineers  were,  fortunately,  not  in  Major  Graham^s  office, 
and  are  preaer\^. 

Duplicates  of  the  maps,  duly  authenticated,  have  been  placed  in  the  British  ar- 
chives at  London,  which,  although  they  have  not  the  topography  of  the  country  so 
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fully  laid  down  upon  titem  as  it  was  upon  onr  own,  represent  with  equal  exactness 
the  surv^'  of  the  boundaiy  itself.  ShoaJd  it  be  deemed  expedient  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  procure  copies  of  them,  access  to  those  archhres  for  that  purpose  would 
undoabledly  be  permitted,  and  the  object  aooomplished  at  small  expense,  and  when 
completed  these  copies  could  be  authenticated  by  the  joint  conuniasiaiiers  in  accord- 
ance with  the  piovisions  of  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  humt)]e  servant, 

ALBERT  SMITH. 


Report  of  the  jmmt  rommissum  of  boHudary  appoinied  under  tft^  treaty  of 

IVashimg'ion  of  August  9,  iS^. 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty'  of  Washington  to  trace 
and  mark  the  boundary,  as  directed  by  that  treaty,  bet\¥ecu  the  Britisli  possessions 
in  North  America  and  the  United  States— tluit  is  to  say,  James  Bucknall  Bucknall 
Hstcourt,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  British  aruiy,  appointed  commissioner  by  licr 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  Albert  Smith,  appointed  commissioner  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States — having  accomplished  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  do  now,  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  said  treaty,  submit  the  following  report  and 
the  accompanying  maps,  jointly  signed,  to  their  respective  Governments. 

In  obedience  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the  undersigned  met  at  Bangor,  in  Uie  State 
of  Maine,  on  the  ist  day  of  May,  1843,  where  they  produced  and  verified  the  author- 
ity under  which  they  each  were  respectively  to  act.  They  then  adjourned,  because 
the  weather  was  not  sufficiently  open  for  taking  the  field,  to  the  ist  of  the  following 
month  (June),  and  agreed  to  meet  again  at  that  time  at  Houlton. 

Accordingly,  they  did  meet  at  that  place,  and  began  their  operations. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  state  at  the  outset  that  for  the  sake  of  convenience  the 
whole  line  of  boundary  marked  by  the  undersigned  has  been  divided  in  the  mention 
made  of  the  different^j>ortions  into  the  following  grand  divisions,  ^^z: 

•'North  line,**  from  the  soiu-ce  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  intersection  of  the  St.  John. 

**  River  St.  John,**  from  the  intersection  of  the  north  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Francis. 

"River  St.  Francis,"  from  its  mouth  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pohcnaganiook. 

'*  Southwest  line,**  from  the  outlet  of  Tvake  Pohenagamook  to  the  Nt)rthwest  Branch 
of  the  St.  John. 

"South  line,**  from  the  Northwest  Branch  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  46°  25'  on 
the  Southwest  Branch. 

"Southwest  Branch,"  from  the  parallel  46°  25^  to  its  source. 

"Highlands,**  from  the  source  of  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John  to  the 
source  of  Halls  Stream. 

"Halls  Stream,'*  from  its  source  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  (»f  Valentine  and 
Collins. 

"West  line,**  from  Halls  Stream  to  the  St.  LawTence  near  St.  "Regis,  along  tlie  line 
of  Valentine  and  Collins. 

To  return  to  the  narration  of  operations: 

The  exploring  line  of  Colonel  Bouchette  and  Mr.  Johnson,  as  directed  by  the 
treaty,  was  traced  from  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  St.  John. 

The  monument  found  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  as  described  in  the  report  of 
Colonel  Bouchette  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  course  of  their  exploring  line,  was 
traced  by  blazes  or  marks  upon  the  trees. 

An  old  line,  cut  out  by  the  assistant  surveyors  of  Colonel  Bouchette  and  Mr.  John- 
son, was  also  found,  which  terminated  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  South  Branch  of 
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the  Meduxnikeag,  where,  by  records  to  which  the  undersigned  referred,  they  ascer- 
tained that  it  had  been  abandoned  because  of  its  deviation  from  the  exploring  line 
of  Colonel  Bouchette  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

After  the  exploration  and  re-marking  of  the  north  line  it  was  cut  out  50  feet  wide. 
The  same  was  afterwards  done  in  all  parts  where  the  boundary  passed  through 
woodland.  After  thus  opening  the  north  line  it  was  surveyed,  and  iron  posts  were 
erected  at  intervals  to  mark  it. 

The  general  bearing  of  the  line  was  rather  to  the  west  of  the  meridian  of  the  monu- 
ment at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix.  The  precise  line  laid  down  by  the  undersigned 
was  determined  by  successive  coiu'ses,  of  which  each  was  made  to  be  as  long  as  was 
convenient,  provided  it  did  not  pass  out  of  the  opening  of  30  feet. 

At  each  angle  of  deflection  an  iron  monument  was  erected,  and  placed  anglewise 
with  the  line.  Other  monuments  were  erected  at  the  crossing  of  roads,  rivers,  and 
at  every  mile,  commencing  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix.  Those  which  were  not 
intended  to  mark  angles  of  deflection  were  placed  square  with  the  line. 

At  the  intersection  of  the  St.  John  by  the  north  line  the  river  is  deep  and  broad. 
The  boundary  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  river,  as  indicated  by  the 
maps,  dividing  the  islands  as  follows: 

No.    I.  Ryan's  Island United  States. 

No.    2.  King's  Island United  States. 

No.    3.  I.,es  Trois  Isles United  States. 

No.    4.  La  Septieme  Isle United  States. 

No.    5.  Quissibis Great  Britain. 

No.    6.  La  Grand  Isle United  States. 

No.    7.  Thibideau's  Islands United  States. 

No.    8.  Madawaska  Islands Great  Britain. 

No.    9.  Joseph  Michaud's  three  islands United  States. 

No.  10.  Pine  Island Great  Britain. 

No.  II.  Baker's 

Turtle 

Dagle's 

Fourth 

Fifth 

No.  12.  Kennedy's  Island Great  Britain. 

No.  13.  Crock's 

Cranberry  ?  islands Great  Britain. 

Gooseberry 

No.  14.  Savage's  Island United  States. 

No.  15.  Wheelock's  Island United  States. 

No.  16.  Caton's  Island United  States. 

No.  17.  Honeywell's  Island United  States. 

No.  18.  Savage  and  Johnson's  Island United  States. 

No.  19.  Grew's  Island United  States. 

No.  20.  Kendall's  Island Great  Britain. 

The  islands  were  distributed  to  Great  Britain  or  to  the  United  States,  as  they  were 
found  to  be  on  the  right  or  left  of  the  deep  channel.  There  was  but  one  doubtful 
case,  La  Septieme  Isle,  and  that  was  apportioned  to  the  United  States  because  the 
majority  of  the  owners  were  ascertained  to  reside  on  the  United  States  side  of 
the  river. 

Monuments  were  erected  upon  the  islands,  marking  them  for  Great  Britain  or 
the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  have  been. 

After  leaving  the  St.  John  the  boundary  enters  the  St.  Francis,  dividing  the  isUnds 
at  the  mouth  of  that  river  in  the  manner  shown  in  the  maps.    It  tnen  rans  np  tbe 
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St.  Francis,  through  the  middle  of  the  lakes  upon  it,  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenaga- 
mook,  the  third  large  lake  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  At  the  outlet  a  large  monu- 
ment has  been  erected. 

In  order  to  determine  the  point  on  the  Northwest  Branch  to  which  the  treaty 
directed  that  a  straight  line  should  be  run  from  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook, 
a  survey  of  that  stream  was  made,  and  also  of  the  main  St.  John  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  month  of  the  Northwest  Branch,  and  a  line  was  cut  between  the  St. 
John  and  the  point  on  the  Northwest  Branch  ascertained  by  the  survey  to  be  10 
miles  in  the  nearest  direction  from  it,  and  the  distance  was  afterwards  verified  by 
chaining. 

It  was  ascertained  also,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  tlie  treaty,  by  a 
triangulation  of  the  country  toward  the  highlands  dividing  the  waters  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  of  the  St.  John,  that  more  than  7  miles  intervened  between  the  point 
selected  on  the  Northwest  Branch  and  the  crest  of  the  dividing  ridge.  A  large  iron 
monument  was  afterwards  erected  on  the  point  thus  selected,  and  the  space  around 
was  cleared  and  sown  with  grass  seed.  It  is  a  short  distance  below  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Ishaganalshegeck. 

The  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  and  the  point  on  the  Northwest  Branch  des- 
ignated by  the  treaty  having  been  thus  ascertained  and  marked,  in  the  spring  of 
1S44  a  straight  line  was  run  between  them.  Along  that  line,  which  passes  entirely 
through  forest,  monuments  were  erected  at  every  mile,  at  the  crossings  of  the  prin- 
cipal streams  and  rivers,  and  at  the  tops  of  those  hills  where  a  transit  instrument  had 
been  set  up  to  test  the  straightness  of  the  line. 

As  soon  as  the  parallel  of  latitude  46®  25^  had  been  determined  on  the  Southwest 
Branch,  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1844,  ^  straight  line  was  drawn  from  the 
boundary  point  on  the  Northwest  Branch  to  a  large  monument  erected  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Southwest  Branch  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of  latitude 
46°  25^.  The  line  so  drawn  crosses  the  Southwest  Branch  once  before  it  reaches 
the  parallel  of  latitude  46^  25^,  and  at  about  half  a  mile  distance  from  that  parallel. 
There  also  a  large  monument  has  been  set  up  on  the  left  bank. 

From  the  intersection  of  the  parallel  46°  25'  the  boundary  ascends  the  Southwest 
Branch,  passes  through  a  lake  near  its  head,  and  so  up  a  small  stream  which  falls 
into  the  lake  from  the  west  to  the  source  of  that  stream,  which  has  been  selected  as 
the  source  of  the  Southwest  Branch. 

On  the  Southwest  Branch  there  are  two  principal  forks,  at  each  of  which  two 
monuments  have  been  erected,  one  on  each  bank  of  the  river  immediately  above 
the  forks  and  upon  the  branch  established  as  the  boundary.  The  maps  point  out 
their  positions.  At  the  mouth  of  the  small  stream  selected  as  the  source  of  the 
Southwest  Branch  a  monument  has  been  erected  upon  a  delta  formed  by  two  small 
outlets.  Above  those  outlets  three  other  monuments  have  been  placed  at  intervals 
upon  the  same  stream. 

Upon  the  crest  of  the  dividing  ridge,  very  close  to  the  source  of  the  Southwest 
Branch,  a  large  monument  has  been  erected.  It  is  the  first  point  in  tlie  highlands, 
and  from  it  the  boundary  runs  along  the  crest  in  a  southerly  direction,  passing  near  to 
the  southeastern  shore  of  the  Portage  Lake,  and  so  on  to  a  large  monument  erected 
on  a  small  eminence  on  the  east  side  of  the  Kennebec  road.  Thence  it  passes  through 
a  dwelling  house  called  Tachereau's,  which  was  standing  there  at  the  time  the  line 
was  run;  so,  by  a  tortuous  course,  it  runs  to  the  top  of  Sandy  Stream  Mountain; 
thence,  inclining  to  the  southwest,  it  runs  over  Hog  Back  tlie  First,  as  shown  in  the 
maps;  thence  toward  Hog  Back  the  Second,  which  it  leaves  on  the  north  side. 
Further  on,  at  the  head  of  Leech  Lake,  there  is  a  stream  which  divides  its  waters 
and  flows  both  intt  Canada  and  into  the  United  States.  The  boundary  has  been 
made  to  run  up  that  stream  a  short  distance  from  the  fork  where  the  waters  divide 
to  a  second  fork;  thence  between  the  streams  which  unite  to  form  that  fork,  and 
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tbm  \a  ascmil  :igaiti  the  dividii^  rklge.     A  monuaKOt  has  been  erected  si 
fork  first  mratkHied,  wtaere  the  waters  divide. 

As  Iht  bouniiarj-  approaches  tbe  valley  of  Spider  River  il  1i«nda  to  the  soiilhi-aat. 
and.  by  a  wide  cinsitt  over  tiigh  amd  steep  hills,  il  Innu  the  head  of  Sptifer  RJtrr; 
thence  il  bends  to  the  northweat  aotil  it  appmacbcs  within  abont  4  tnUcs  ti  Lake 
M^autic;  thence  it  turns  sf^aiii  south,  haviiif;  llie  raltcf  of  Arnolds  River  or  (he 
riglu  aitil  of  Dead  River  nu  the  left.  It  ksTCs  GMfoid  Mooelaiu  in  Canada,  ttiroid* 
its  way  over  very  high  gromd  between  tbe  bead  of  Arnolds  River  anlthrtribntarie* 
of  Uie  MagoUcnray:  indinesthen  to  tbe  noclb.so  to  tbewest,ovei-venrrock.v.mo«m* 
taiiious,  anil  difficult  country,  leaving  Gipps  Peak  in  llie  United  States,  and  tmis  b» 
a  sharp  angle  at  Saddle  Back  to  the  aooth.  AAer  that  it  aicaiii  indiDes  to  tbe  west, 
and  then  to  the  south,  and  again  to  the  w^st.  and  paases  tbetaeadaf  tfaeConaectJciit. 
About  3  luilea  and  a  half  east  of  the  bead  of  the  Couuectkut  there  is  a  divuioit  of 
WDt(.-re  similar  to  tliat  described  near  Leech  Lake.  The  bonndary  raos  down  a 
stieam  from  near  its  source  to  the  fork  nbere  it  divides,  and  then  again  foJlows  tbe 
dividing  ridge.     The  spot  i*  DOlod  on  (he  ma^ 

After  tiic  tioundary  has  passed  the  bead  of  tbe  Connecticut  it  rum  to  the  nofth- 
wesl,  deseeniiing  into  very  low,  swampy  ground  between  the  heads  of  Iwiiuu  Strram 
and  tin  tributaries  of  the  SL  Francia.  Thns  it  paseson.  beading  a)^ia  to  Ibe  moth 
of  west,  over  a  bi^  bilL  to  the  .source  of  Balk  StreanL 

IioD  mtmucaeDta  havr  beca  erected  al  intervals  akxi]^  the  higblands  froM  tbe 
sonrce  <A  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John  to  tbe  soorrc  of  Hall*  Stream, 
the  position  of  each  of  vihich  i?  shown  upon  tlie  inapv 

Froan  .the  source  oj  Halls  Stream  the  bounilary  dcseemU  that  river,  dividii^  the 
ifilanda,  which  are.  liowever,  mcrdy  unimpottantL  atlnvial  deposits,  in  tbe  iii^nwr 
indicated  bj  the  maps  until  it  readies  Ilie  iutetsectinn  of  that  stream  bv  the  tine 
fonneriy  run  by  Valentine  and  Collins  aa  the  forty-Hfth  degree  of  mirtb  latitude. 

At  that  poitit  a  \»XTgc  tnonnmeitt  ba«  bcrn  erected  i-n  tbe  right  and  ■  small  uor  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  stTcain.  UooimieDta  bave  aL^D  been  erected  aUttig  iIm  bsok  of 
[bis  stream,  as  indicated  on  the  maifB. 

The  line  of  VoleiUine  and  Collins  was  explofvd  and  found  by  the  Idar^  stilt 
temaitmig  in  the  original  forest. 

IJpwi  cutting  inlo  those  blaics  it  was  aten  that  deep  seated  in  the  tree  thetv  wM 
a  scar,  the  surface  of  the  original  blaze,  slightly  decayed,  and  mfon  aniMia^  the 
rings  (which  ittdkate  each  year's  growth  of  the  treel  it  was  fovnd  that  tbe  Maaei 
dated  beek  to  17;3,  177^  arid  1774.  Tbe  lio*  of  Valentine  and  CoUiM  was  ran  in 
1771.  1771.  1773,  and  1774.  The  coincidence  of  the  dates  uf  the  falaacs  with  ihnse  of 
the  above  liuc.  confimied  bj  the  testimony  of  the  people  of  the  country,  satisfnil  the 
under^igoed  that  the  line  tlicy  had  found  was  tliat  mauioaed  in  tbe  licMy.  .ilong 
Ibis  portion  of  the  bouitdar)'.  which  is.  knuwa  as  Uie  forty-fifUi  degree  ot  \'nli 
and  Collins,  and  which  extends  from  Hnlls  Stream  to  St.  Regis.  Iherv  are  several 
interruptions  to  tbe  Man^  la  those  ports  where  clearings  have  \-kk\\  made,  uid  lliar« 
the  autbenlic  marks  of  the  precise  situation  of  the  olil  line  have  beeu  lost.  In  IboM 
cases  the  undersigned  have  drawn  the  Ixmndory  tjnc  straight  fniai  tbe  origiiial  blaie* 
on  tbe  one  side  of  n  clearing  to  the  original  blates  on  the  other  dde  of  the 
clearing. 

It  can  not  be  pomtirely  stated  that  the  line  as  it  has  been  traced  Ifaroogb 
ctearingTt  pevcisely  coiineides  with  thf  old  line.  b«t  the  nndwstgnevl  belli 
dots  not  differ  materially  from  it;  nor  have  they  had  tbe  inenns  nf  Ht^rrmininif 
nearer  or  a  sarer  applDzimation. 

AIcuK  tlm  line,  at  ererr  point  of  dcBcction,  an  iron  nmnmiriM  ha»  been  ervdH; 
nbiu  al  the  ctnaBtnK  ol  rti«r»,  lakes,  and  looda.  Tboac  nlucdt  nuA  de&ctioiM  are 
placed,  as  on  the  "north  tine."  anghnritc  with  the  Uno;  all  the  otiKn  am  plaanl 
ur<utr«  Willi  il.     The  maps  nhow  Uw  potUtioa  uf  each. 

On  tlw  caMBD  ahoT*  oJE  Lalcq  MMBptkmwgufi 
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lished,  and  on  a  large  flat  rock  of  granite,  which  happened  to  lie  between  the  astro- 
nomical station  and  the  boundary,  was  cut  the  following  inscription: 

j^^  Capt:  Robinson. 

J^  Ast:  Station 

«  422  feet  north.  .§ 

."^  Boundar>'  Line  ^ 

•5  59S  feet  south  ^ 

^  August,  1S45. 

A  marie  was  cut  upon  the  stone,  as  indicated  b\'  the  dot  upon  the  meridian  line 
above,  from  which  these  measurements  were  made. 

At  Rouses  Point  a  monument  of  wrought  stone  was  set  up  at  the  intersection  of 
the  boundary  by  the  meridian  of  the  transit  instrument  used  there  by  Major  Graham, 
and  an  inscription  was  cut  upon  it  stating  the  latitude  and  longitude,  the  names  of 
the  observer  and  his  assistant,  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  territories 
dmded. 

To  mark  the  position  of  the  instruments  used  at  the  following  astronomical  sta- 
tions along  the  west  line,  two  monuments  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other  ha\^  been 
erected  at  each  station,  and  they  have  been  placed  on  the  boundani-  line  due  north 
or  south  of  the  instrument,  as  the  case  may  have  been. 

The  stations  are:  I^ke  Memphpemagog,  Richford,  John  McCoy's,  Trout  River. 

Tl:e  boundary  along  the  west  line,  though  very  far  from  being  a  straight  line,  is 
generally  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  true  parallel  of  latitude  45**  from  Halls 
Stream  to  Rouses  Point.  At  about  28  miles  west  of  Rouses  Point  it,  however,  crpsses 
that  parallel  to  the  south  until  it  reaches  Chateaugay  River,  where  it  bends  north- 
wartl,  and,  crossing  the  parallel  again  about  4  miles  east  of  St.  Regis,  it  strikes  the  St. 
Lawrence  151  feet  north  of  45®.  At  that  point  a  large  monument  has  been  erected 
on  the  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Two  large  monuments  have  also  been  erected,  one 
on  either  side  of  the  river  Richelieu  near  Rouses  Point. 

No  marks  of  the  old  line  were  to  be  found  about  St.  Regis.  It  was  therefore  agreed 
to  run  a  line  due  west  from  the  last  blaze  which  should  be  found  in  the  woods  on  the 
cast  side  of  St.  Regis.     That  blaze  occurred  about  i  mile  east  of  the  St.  Regis  River. 

The  maps,  which  exhibit  the  boundary  on  a  scale  of  4  inches  to  r  statute  mile,  con- 
sist of  62  consecutive  sheets  of  antiquarian  paper  as  constructed  by  the  British  and  of 
61  as  constructed  by  the  American  commission.  A  general  map  has  also  been  con- 
structed on  a  scale  of  8  miles  to  i  inch  by  the  British  and  of  10  miles  to  i  inch  by 
the  American  commission,  upon  which  the  before-mentioned  sheets  are  represented. 

The  following  portions  of  the  boundary  have  been  laid  down  by  the  British  com- 
mission, on  detached  maps,  on  a  scale  of  12  inches  to  r  mile,  which  have  been  signed 
bv  both  commissioners: 

Grand  Falls  of  the  St.  John,  including  the  intersection  of  that  rix-er  by  the  north 
line;  islands  of  the  St.  John;  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook ;  the  turning  point 
of  the  boundary  on  the  Northwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John;  the  intersection  of  the 
Southwest  Branch  by  the  parallel  of  latitude  46**  25':  the  source  of  the  S<^ntliwest 
Branch;  the  source  of  Halls  Stream;  the  intersection  of  Halls  Stream  by  the  west 
line;  Rouses  Point;  St.  Regis;  Derby. 

But  similar  maps  have  not  been  prepared  by  the  American  commission,  because 
donng  the  interval  between  the  finishing  of  the  maps  of  the  British  commission  and 
those  of  the  American  it  was  tliought  that  the  maps  already  constructed  upon  a  scale 
of  4  inches  to  i  mile  represented  the  boundarj*  with  sufTicient  clearness  and  accuracy. 

The  astronomical  observations  were  begun  at  the  Grand  Falls  early  in  June.  1843, 
rnd  were  carried  up  the  St.  John  River  to  the  Northwest  Branch  by  a  chain  of 
statioas^  vhidi,  together  with  the  results  obtained,  care  tabulated  in  the  appendix 
accompanying  this  report. 

From  tlie  Talleyof  the  St.  John  an  astronomical  connection  was  made  with  Quebec, 
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aiid  theuce  to  Montreal,  and  so  to  Roitsea  Point.     From  Koiues 
was  obtained  with  Cambridge  University,  near  Boston. 

The  astronomical  stations  on  the  west  line  were:  tntersection  of  Halls  Sticam  by 
the  west  line.  Lake  Memphremagog.  Richford.  Rouses  Point.  John  McCoy's,  Trout 
River,  St.  Regis. 

Latitnde  was  also  obtained  at  an  astranomical  station  established  for  the  purpose 
St  the  head  of  tlie  Connecticut. 

Volumes  containing  the  astronomical  observations  of  both  commissionB  are  here- 
witli  submitted.  From  them  it  will  be  observed  that  the  results  for  absolnte  lon- 
gitude obtained  by  the  British  and  American  astronomers  do  not  agree.  It  being  a 
difference  in  no  way  affecting  the  survey  of  the  boundary'  line,  the  undersigned  da 
not  feel  called  upon  to  attempt  to  reconcile  it.  The  data  upon  which  those  results 
are  tjased  may  be  seen  in  the  volumes  ot  observations  accompanying  this  report. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found,  in  a  tabular  form,  the  following: 

\n  abstract  of  the  sur\'ey  of  Ibe  boundary  along  the  north  line;  an  abstract  of 
the  survey  of  the  boundary  along  the  southwest  Uae;  an  abstract  of  the  survey  of  the 
))oundary  along  the  south  line;  an  abstract  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  along 
the  highlands;  an  abstract  ot  the  survey  of  the  boundary  along  the  west  line;  the 
position  of  the  monimients  erected  on  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John  and 
Halls  Stream;  the  distribution  of  the  islands  of  the  St.  John  and  the  i 
them;  the  guide  lines  and  offsets  run  by  each  commission  for  the 
highlands;  the  azimuths  of  verification  for  the  aurveyof  the  higlilands;  the  lalil 
and  longitudes  obtained  from  the  astronomical  observations;  the  compamlii 
giludes  obtained,  and  the  methods  used  for  the  purpose. 

Upon  comparing  the  maps  of  the 
can  commission  numbers  two 
found,  one  on  the  "Fourth  Island,"  in  the  1 
highlands  between  the  source  of  the  Soutliw 
the  Kennebec  road. 

On  the  maps  of  the  Britisli  commission  representing  the  "west  line"  Ilic  name  of 
the  town  of  "Derby"  has  been  improperly  placed  north  of  the  line  instead  of  soutll 
of  ii.  Also,  on  the  same  maps  the  direction  of  Salmon  River,  near  the  western 
extremity  of  the  "west  line,"  has  been  incorrectly  laid  down  from  the  boundary  line 
northward.     A  direction  has  been  given  to  it  northeasterly  instead  of  northwesterly. 

The  above  tivo  corrections  the  British  commissioner  is  authorized  to  make  on  bis 
maps  after  his  return  to  England. 

To  avoid  unnecessary  delay  in  making  their  joint  report,  the  undersigned  liave 
attached  their  signatures  to  the  maps,  altbongli  the  lettering  of  some  of  the  astro- 
nomical stations  upon  the  maps  of  the  American  commission,  as  well  as  tlie  i 
ttons  before  mentioned  in  the  maps  of  the  British  commission,  ore  \-et  to  be 
but  in  the  maps  of  both  the  boundary  has  been  laid  down  accurately  and  1 
tively,  and  the  undersigned  engage  tliat  it  shall  not  be  altered  in  any  respect. 

In  conclusion  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  line  of  boui 
described  in  the  foregoing  statement  has  been  run,  marked,  and  surveyed,  at 
accompanying  maps  faithfully  constructed  from  tlmt  survey. 

The  undersigned  take  leave  to  add  that  the  most  perfect  harmony  has 
between  the  two  commissions  from  first  to  last,  and  that  no  differences  have 
between  the  undersigned  in  the  executioTi  of  the  dulic.i  intrusted  to  theni. 

Signed  and  seated  in  duplicate,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  jStb  day  of 
A.  D.  1847. 

J.  B.  BUCKNALL  ESTCOURT.    [1 
Lieulenaal-Culotirl,  Her  Brilannic  Majir%ly' 
ALBERT  SMITH, 

Untied  SfaUi  Commiait 

Note. — The  astronomical  computatiomi  of  ibc  American  oommbdon  Dot  b 
completed,  And  it  being  unncceseary  to  defer  the  dgning  of  the  report  on  J 
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acconnt,  the  American  commissioner  engages  to  transmit  them,  with  any  other 
papers  or  tables  not  yet  finished,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  so,  to  the  British  commis- 
sioner, throngh  the  American  minister  resident  in  London,  to  whom,  upon  delivery 
of  the  documents,  the  British  commissioner  will  g^ve  a  receipt,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  American  commissioner. 

J.  B.  BUCKNALL  ESTCOURT, 
LieulcnanUCoUmel^  H.  B.  M.  Commissioner  of  Boundary. 

ALBERT  SMITH, 

United  States  Commissioner, 


Washington,  August  18,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  its  ratifi- 
cation, a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  negotiated  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States 
between  the  Secretary  of  State,  duly  empowered  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  charg6  d'affaires  of  that  Republic. 

In  forming  the  first  commercial  treaty  between  the  two  Governments 
an  anxious  desire  has  been  felt  to  introduce  such  provisions  as  should 
promote  the  interests  of  both  countries.  The  immediate  proximity  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States  and  the  consequent  facility  of  intercourse,  the 
nature  of  its  principal  agricultural  production,  and  the  relations  which 
both  countries  bear  to  several  large  rivers  which  are  boundaries  between 
them,  and  which  in  some  part  of  their  course  run  within  the  territories 
of  both,  have  caused  peculiarities  of  condition  and  interests  which  it  has 
been  necessary  to  guard. 

The  treaty  provides  that  Texas  shall  enjoy  a  right  of  deposit  for  such 
of  her  productions  as  may  be  introduced  into  the  United  States  for 
exportation,  but  upon  the  condition  that  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  may  prescribe  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
enjoyment  of  the  privilege  within  our  territory.  It  was  thought  no 
more  than  reasonable  to  grant  this  facility  to  the  trade  of  Texas,  under 
such  conditions  as  seem  best  calculated  to  guard  against  abuse  or  incon- 
venience. 

The  treaty  further  provides  that  raw  cotton  may  be  imported  from 
either  country  into  the  other  free  of  duties.  In  general  it  is  not  wise 
to  enter  into  treaty  stipulations  respecting  duties  of  import;  they  are 
usually  much  better  left  to  the  operation  of  general  laws.  But  there 
are  circumstances  existing  in  this  case  which  have  been  thought  to 
justify  a  departure  from  the  general  rule,  and  the  addition  of  it  to  the 
number  of  instances,  not  large,  in  which  regulations  of  duties  of  imports 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  national  compact. 

The  United  States  consume  large  quantities  of  raw  cotton,  but  they 
are  exporters  of  the  article  to  a  still  greater  extent.  Texas,  for  the 
present  at  least,  exports  her  whole  crop.  These  exportations  are,  in 
H  P— vox,  IV— 12 
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general,  to  tlie  same  foreign  markets,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  of  no  o 
aderable  importance  to  the  American  producer  whether  he  meets  K 
Texan  product  at  home  or  abroad. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  thought  that  a  useful  comraercia!  intercourse 
would  be  promoted  in  several  ways  by  receiving  the  raw  cotton  of  Texas 
at  once  into  the  United  States  free  of  duty.  The  tendency  of  such  a 
measure  is  to  bring  to  the  United  States,  in  the  first  instance,  Texan 
cotton  u'tiniately  destined  to  European  markets.  The  natural  effect  of 
this,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  to  increase  the  business  of  the  cities  of  the 
United  States  to  the  extent  of  this  importation  and  exportation,  and  to 
secure  a  further  degree  of  employment  to  the  navigation  of  the  counto'. 
But  these  are  by  no  means  all  the  benefits  which  may  be  reasonably 
expected  from  the  arrangement.  Texas,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time 
to  come,  must  import  all  the  manufactured  articles  and  much  of  the  sup- 
plies and  provisions  necessary  for  her  use  and  consumption.  These  com- 
modities she  will  Ije  Ukely  to  obtain,  if  to  be  had.  in  the  markets  of  the 
counlrj'  in  which  .she  disposes  of  her  main  annual  product.  The  manufac- 
tures of  the  North  and  East,  therefore,  and  the  grain  and  provisions  tif 
the  Western  States  are  likely  to  find  in  Texas  a  demand,  increased  by 
whatever  augments  intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  and  especially 
by  whatever  tends  to  give  attraction  to  the  cities  of  the  United  States 
as  marts  for  the  sale  of  her  great  and  principal  article  of  export. 

As  a  security.  ho\vever.  against  unforeseen  results  or  occurrences,  it 
has  been  thought  advisable  to  give  this  article  of  the  treaty  a  fimitation 
of  five  years.  JOHN- TYLER.  J^ 


Washington,  August  23,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  o/tke  United  States: 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  of  June  last  requested  the  Presi- 
dent to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  be  might  deem  it  compe 
ble  \vith  the  public  interests,  what  measures,  if  any,  had  been  takes 
obtain  the  recognition  by  the  Mexican  Goveoiment  of  such  claim 
American  citizens  as  were  laid  before  the  late  joint  commission,  but  a 
not  finally  acted  on  by  it,  and  the  satisfaction  of  such  claims  a 
admitted  by  said  commission;  also  whether  any  facts  had  come  to  J 
knowledge  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  any  such  claims  had  i 
rejected  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  thereof  having  been  withheld] 
the  Mexican  Government,  its  ofEcers  or  agents,  and  any  other  infor 
tion  which  he  might  deem  it  expedient  to  communicate  relative  to  a 
claims;  and  another  resolution  of  the  6th  instant  requested  the  I 
dent,  so  far  as  he  might  deem  it  compatible  with  the  public  ser\'ice,J 
communicate  to  the  Senate  the  measures  taken  to  obtain  the  perfoi 
atice  oE  the  stipulations  contained  iu  the  convention  with  Mexico  11 
tion  to  the  awards  made  by  the  cotmuissioners  and  imipine  under  I 
conveiiUoii. 
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In  the  present  state  of  the  correspondence  and  of  the  relations  between 
the  two  Governments  on  these  important  subjects  it  is  not  deemed  con- 
sistent with  the  public  interest  to  communicate  the  information  requested. 
The  business  engages  earnest  attention,  and  will  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  full  communication  to  Congress  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  August  24,  184.2, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  15th  day  of  April,  1842,  in  virtue  of  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial  regularly  convened  under  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  received  my  approval,  John  H.  Clack,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
Navy,  was  dismissed  the  service.  Since  the  confirmation  of  that  sentence 
a  letter  has  been  addressed  by  Mr.  Paulding,  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  Captain  Clack,  which  leads  to  the  beUef  that  he  had  analyzed  the 
charges  made  against  Captain  Clack,  and  for  reasons  which  appeared  to 
him  satisfactory  and  which,  according  to  his  letter,  he  indorsed  on  the 
charges,  disposed  of  the  case  by  refusing  to  submit  it  to  a  court-martial. 

Notwithstanding  a  diligent  search  has  been  made  for  this  document, 
none  such  can  be  found;  but  the  only  paper  in  the  ofl&ce  having  reference 
to  this  subject  is  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Paulding  to  Lieutenant 
Buchanan,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  original  of  that  of  Mr.  P. 
to  Captain  C,  is  herewith  communicated.  I  felt  it,  however,  every  way 
due  to  the  high  character  of  Mr.  Paulding  to  consider  the  fact  stated 
by  him  to  be  as  well  sustained  by  his  declaration  to  that  effect  as  if  the 
record  was  found,  and  as  the  court-martial  would  not  have  been  ordered 
by  the  present  Secretary  with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  stated  by  Mr. 
Paulding,  since  it  would  have  been  improper  to  have  reopened  a  case 
once  finally  disposed  of,  I  have  felt  that  it  was  aUke  due  to  the  general 
service  of  the  Navy  as  to  Mr.  Clack  to  nominate  him  for  reappointment 
to  the  service. 

I  therefore  nominate  John  H.  Clack  to  be  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States.  ^^^^  ^YLER. 


Washington,  August  25,  1842. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i  ith 
of  June  last,  upon  the  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  under  the  late  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  that  Republic.  TOHN  TYLER. 
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WashingT(»(,  June  20.  /J/a"! 
To  the  House  of  Represettlaih-es  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  relurn  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  House  of  Representati^'fiS, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  present  laws  for  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  on  imports,"  with  the  following  objections: 

It  suspends — in  other  words,  abrogates  for  the  time — the  pro\'ision 
of  the  act  of  1S33.  commonly  called  the  "compromise  act."     The  only 
ground  on  which  this  departure  from  the  solemn  adjustment  of  a  great 
and  agitating  question  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  expedient  is  t! 
alleged  necessity  of  establishing  by  legislative  enactments  rules  and  refl 
lations  for  assessing  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  imports  after  the  ; 
June  according  to  the  home  valuation ,  and  yet  the  bill  expressly  pro\-i4| 
that  "if  before  the  1st  of  August  there  be  no  further  legislation  upj 
the  subject,  the  laws  for  laying  and  collecting  duties  shall  be  the  s 
as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed."     In  other  words,  that  the  act 
of  1833.  imperfect  as  it  is  considered,  shall  in  that  case  continue  to  be 
and  to  be  executed  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  previous  statutes 
had  prescribed  or  had  enabled  the  executive  department  to  prescribe  for 
that  purpose,  leaving  the  supposed  chasm  in  the  re\'enue  laws  jtist  as  it 
was  before. 

I  am  certainly  far  from  being  disposed  to  deny  that  additional  legi 
tion  upon  the  subject  is  very  desirable;  on  the  contrary,  the  necess 
as  well  as  difGculty,  of  establishing  uniformity  in  the  appraisements  \ 
he  made  in  conformity  with  the  true  intention  of  that  act  was  bronght 
to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its 
present  session.  But  however  sensible  I  may  be  of  the  embarrassments 
to  which  the  Executive,  in  the  absence  of  all  aid  from  the  superior  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature,  will  be  liable  in  the  enforcement  of  the  existing 
laws,  I  Iiavc  not,  with  the  sincerest  wish  to  acquiesce  in  its  expressed 
will,  been  able  to  persuade  myself  that  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  is 
so  great  as  to  justify  nie  in  signing  the  bill  in  question  with  my  present 
views  ot  its  character  and  effects.  The  existing  laws,  as  I  am  advised, 
are  sufficient  to  authorize  and  enable  the  collecting  officers,  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  levy  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  act  of  1833. 

That  act  was  passed  under  peculiar  drcumstauces,  to  which  it  is  n 
neeessar>'  that  I  should  domore  than  barely  allude,     'ft'batevcr  tnay^ 
in  theory,  its  character.  I  have  always  regarded   it  as  importing  X 
highest  moral  obligation.     It  has  now  existed  for  nine  yxars  tincbi 
in  any  essential  particular,  with  as  general  acquiescence,  it  is  belie 
the  whole  country  &s  that  country  has  ever  manifested  for  any  o(  \ 
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wisely  established  institutions.  It  has  insured  to  it  the  repose  which 
always  flows  fiom  truly  wise  and  moderate  counsels — a  repose  the  more 
striking  because  of  the  long  and  angry  agitations  which  preceded  it. 
This  salutary  law  proclaims  in  express  terms  the  principle  which,  while 
it  led  to  the  abandonment  of  a  scheme  of  indirect  taxation  founded  on  a 
false  basis  and  pushed  to  dangerous  excess,  justifies  any  enlargement  of 
duties  that  may  be  called  for  by  the  real  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 
It  provides  **that  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such 
revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment." It  is  therefore  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  duties  as  high 
as  its  discretion  may  dictate  for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  Government 
without  infringing  upon  the  objects  of  the  act  of  1833.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  do  require  an  increase  of  the  tariff 
of  duties  above  20  per  cent,  and  I  as  little  doubt  that  Congress  may, 
above  as  well  as  below  that  rate,  so  discriminate  as  to  give  incidental 
protection  to  manufacturing  industry,  thus  to  make  the  burdens  which  it 
is  compelled  to  impose  upon  the  people  for  the  purposes  of  Government 
productive  of  a  double  benefit.  This  most  of  the  reasonable  opponents 
of  protective  duties  seem  willing  to  concede,  and,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  all  quarters,  this  is  all  that  the 
manufacturing  interests  really  require.  I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion 
that  this  double  object  can  be  most  easily  and  effectually  accomplished  at 
the  present  juncture  without  any  departure  from  the  spirit  and  principle 
of  the  statute  in  question.  The  manufacturing  classes  have  now  an 
opportunity  which  may  never  occur  again  of  permanently  identifying 
their  interests  with  those  of  the  whole  countr>',  and  making  them,  in 
the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  a  national  concern.  The  moment  is  propi- 
tious to  the  interests  of  the  whole  country  in  the  introduction  of  har- 
mony among  all  its  parts  and  all  its  several  interests.  The  same  rate  of 
imposts,  and  no  more,  as  will  most  surely  reestablish  the  public  credit 
will  secure  to  the  manufacturer  all  the  protection  he  ought  to  desire,  with 
every  prospect  of  permanence  and  stability  which  the  hearty  acquiescence 
of  the  whole  country  on  a  reasonable  system  can  hold  out  to  him. 

But  of  this  universal  acquiescence,  and  the  harmony  and  confidence 
and  the  many  other  benefits  that  will  certainly  result  from  it,  I  regard 
the  suspension  of  the  law  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  as  an  indispensable  condition.  This  measure  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, called  for  by  a  large  number,  if  not  a  great  majority,  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  by  the  state  of  the  public  credit  and  finances;  by 
the  critical  posture  of  our  various  foreign  relations;  and,  above  all,  by  that 
most  sacred  of  all  duties — ^public  faith.  The  act  of  September  last,  which 
provides  for  the  distribution*  couples  it  inseparably  with  the  condition 
that  it  shall  cease — first,  in  case  of  war;  second,  as  soon  and  so  long  as 
the  rate  of  duties  shall  for  any  reason  whatever  be  raised  above  20  per 
cent.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear,  express,  or  imperative  than  this  lan- 
guage.    It  is  in  vain  to  allege  that  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury  was  known 
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to  exist  and  that  means  were  taken  to  supply  this  deficit  5iy  loan 
the  act  was  passed.  It  is  true  that  a  loan  was  authorized  at  the  same 
session  during  which  the  distribution  taw  was  passed,  but  the  most  san- 
guine of  the  friends  of  the  two  measures  entertained  ho  doubt  but  that 
the  loan  would  be  eagerly  sought  after  and  taken  up  by  capitalists  and 
speedily  reimbursed  by  a  country  destined,  as  they  hoped,  soon  to  euio>' 
an  overflowing  prosperity.  Thevery  terms  of  the  loan,  making  it  redeem- 
able in  three  years,  demonstrate  this  beyond  alt  cavil.  l^Tio  at  the  time 
foresaw  or  imagined  the  possibility  of  the  present  real  state  of  things, 
when  a  nation  that  has  paid  off  her  whole  debt  since  the  last  peace, 
while  all  the  other  great  powers  have  been  increasing  theirs,  and  whose 
resources,  already  so  great,  are  yet  but  in  the  infancy  of  their  develop- 
ment, should  be  compelled  to  haggle  in  the  money  market  for  a  paltrj' 
sum  not  equal  to  one  years  re\'enue  upon  her  economical  sj-stem?  If 
the  distribution  law  is  to  be  indefinitely  suspended,  according  not  only 
to  its  own  terms,  but  by  uni%'ersal  consent,  in  the  case  of  war.  wherein 
are  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  country  or  the  moral  obligation  to  pro- 
vide for  them  less  under  present  circumstances  than  they  could  be  were 
Ve  actually  involved  in  war?  It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  indispensable 
duty  of  all  concerned  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs  to  see  that  a 
State  of  things  so  humiliating  and  so  perilous  should  not  last  a  moment 
longer  than  is  absolutely  unavoidable.  Much  less  excusable  should 
be  in  parting  with  any  portion  of  our  available  means,  at  least  until 
demands  of  the  Treasury  are  fully  supplied.  But  besides  the  urgency 
of  such  considerations,  the  fact  is  undeniable  that  the  distribution 
could  not  have  Ijecome  a  law  without  the  guaranty  in  the  proviso  of 
act  itself. 

This  connection,  thus  meant  to  be  inseparable,  is  sCT-ered  by  the 
presented  to  me.  The  bill  violates  the  principle  of  the  acts  of  1S53  and 
September,  1841,  by  suspending  the  first  and  rendering  for  a  time  the 
last  inoperative.  Duties  above  20  per  cent  are  proposed  to  lie  levied, 
and  yet  \h.'i proxnso  in  the  distribution  act  is  disregarded.  Tlic  proceeds 
of  the  sales  are  to  be  distributed  on  the  1st  of  August,  so  that,  while 
the  duties  proposed  to  be  enacted  exceed  20  j^r  cent,  no  suspension  of 
the  distribution  to  the  Stales  is  pemiitted  to  take  place.  To  abandon  the 
principle  for  a  month  is  to  open  the  way  for  its  total  abandonment.  If 
such  is  not  meant,  why  jjostpone  at  all?  Why  not  let  the  distribution 
take  place  on  the  ist  of  July  if  the  law  so  directs  (which,  liowe\-cr,  is 
regarded  as  questionable)?  But  why  not  have  limited  the  provisuon  to 
that  effect?  Is  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Treasur.'?  I  see  no 
son  to  believe  that  the  Treasurj'  will  I>e  in  l>etter  condition  to  mo 
payment  on  the  ist  of  August  than  on  the  ist  of  July, 

TIic  bill  assumes  that  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pul>lic 
is,  by  existing  laws,  to  Ijc  made  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1843.  nol 
standing  there  has  been  an  imposition  of  duties  on  imports  exi 
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per  cent  up  to  that  day,  and  directs  it  to  be  made  on  the  ist  of  August 
next.  It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that  this  conclusion  is  equally  errone- 
ous and  dangerous,  as  it  would  divert  from  the  Treasury  a  fund  sacredly 
pledged  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Government  in  the  event  of  a 
rate  of  duty  above  20  per  cent  being  found  necessary  for  an  economical 
administration  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  designed  only  as  a  temporary  measure; 
and  thus  a  temporary  measure,  passed  merely  for  the  convenience  of 
Congress,  is  made  to  affect  the  vital  principle  of  an  important  act.  If 
the  pro\aso  of  the  act  of  September,  1841,  can  be  suspended  for  the 
whole  period  of  a  temporary  law,  why  not  for  the  whole  period  of  a  per- 
manent law?  In  fact,  a  doubt  may  be  well  entertained,  according  to 
strict  legal  rules,  whether  the  condition,  having  been  thus  expressly  sus- 
pended by  this  bill  and  rendered  inapplicable  to  a  case  where  it  would 
otherwise  have  clearly  applied,  will  not  be  considered  as  ever  after  satis- 
fied and  gone.  Without  expressing  any  decided  opinion  on  this  point, 
I  see  enough  in  it  to  justify  me  in  adhering  to  the  law  as  it  stands  in 
preference  to  subjecting  a  condition  so  vitally  affecting  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  so  solemnly  enacted  at  a  momentous  crisis,  and  so  stead- 
fastly adhered  to  ever  since,  and  so  replete,  if  adhered  to,  with  good  to 
every  interest  of  the  country,  to  doubtful  or  captious  interpretation. 

In  discharging  the  high  duties  thus  imposed  on  me  by  the  Consti- 
tution I  repeat  to  the  House  my  entire  willingness  to  cooperate  in  all 
financial  measures,  constitutional  and  proper,  which  in  its  wisdom  it  may 
judge  necessary  and  proper  to  reestablish  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
I  believe  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  being  restored 
to  the  Treasury — or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  proviso  of  the  act  of 
September,  1841,  being  permitted  to  remain  in  full  force — a  tariff  of 
duties  may  easily  be  adjusted,  which,  while  it  will  yield  a  revenue  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  Government  in  vigor  by  restoring  its  credit,  will 
afford  ample  protection  and  infuse  a  new  life  into  all  our  manufacturing 
establishments.  The  condition  of  the  country  calls  for  such  legislation, 
and  it  will  afford  me  the  most  sincere  pleasure  to  cooperate  in  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  August  p,  184.2, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
returning  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  my  objections  a  bill 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Nothing  can  be  more  painful  to  any  individual  called  upon  to 
perform  the  Chief  Executive  duties  under  our  limited  Constitution  than 
to  be  constrained  to  withhold  his  assent  from  an  important  measure 
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adopted  by  the  Legislature.  Yet  he  would  neither  fulfill  the  high 
poses  of  his  station  nor  consult  the  true  interests  or  the  solemn  will  of 
the  people — the  common  constituents  of  both  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment— by  yielding  his  well-considered,  most  deeply  fixed,  and  repeatedly 
declared  opinions  on  matters  of  great  public  concernment  to  those  of  a 
coordinate  department  without  requesting  that  department  seriously  to 
reexamine  the  subject  of  tlieir  difference.  The  exercise  of  some  inde- 
pendence of  judgment  in  regard  to  all  acts  of  legislation  is  plainly 
implied  in  the  responsibility  of  approving  them.  At  all  times  a  duty, 
it  becomes  a  peculiarly  solemn  and  imperative  one  when  the  subjects 
passed  upon  by  Congress  happen  to  involve,  as  in  the  present  instance, 
the  most  momentous  issues,  to  affect  variously  the  various  parts  of  a 
great  countn.',  and  to  have  given  rise  in  all  quarters  to  such  a  conflict 
of  opinion  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  conjecture  with  any  certainty  on 
which  side  the  majority  really  is.  Surely  if  the  pause  for  reflection 
intended  by  the  wise  authors  of  the  Constitution  by  referring  the  subject 
back  to  Congress  for  reconsideration  be  ever  expedient  and  iiecessar>'  it 
is  precisely  such  a  case  as  "the  present. 

On  the  subject  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  existing  state  of  the  finances  it  has  been  m>'  duty  to  make 
known  my  settled  con\'ictions  on  various  occasions  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  the  extra  session,  upward  of  twel^'e 
mouths  ago,  sharing  fully  in  the  general  hope  of  reluming  prosperity 
and  credit,  I  recommended  such  a  distribution,  but  that  recommenda- 
tion was  even  then  expressly  coupled  with  the  condition  that  the  duties 
on  imports  should  not  exceed  the  rate  of  so  per  cent  provided  by  the 
compromise  act  of  1833.  These  hopes  were  not  a  little  encouraged  and 
these  views  strengthened  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Ewing,  then  Secrelar>' 
of  the  Treasurj',  which  was  shortly  thereafter  laid  before  Congress,  In 
which  he  recommended  the  imposition  of  duties  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent 
ad  valorem  on  all  free  articles,  with  specified  exceptions,  and  stated  "If 
this  measure  be  adopted  there  will  be  received  in  the  Treasury  from 
customs  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  present  year  (1841)  $5,300,000;  in 
all  of  the  year  1842.  about  $22,500,000;  and  in  the  year  1843,  after 
final  reduction  under  the  act  of  March  z,  1833,  about  $20,800, 
adds: 

It  is  believed  Ibal  after  the  beavy  expendittires  required  by  the  publir  service 
the  present  year  shall  have  becD  provided  tor,  the  re^-enues  which  will  accrue  fnnn 
that  or  a  ncurly  approiiiiiate  rate  of  duty  will  tw  sufBcicnt  to  defray  tlie  expenses 
of  the  Government  and  leave  a  surplus  to  be  annually  applied  to  the  gradual  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt,  leaving  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lundi  to  be  disposed  o( 
as  Congress  shall  see  fit. 

I  was  most  happy  that  Congress  at  the  time  seemed  entirely  to  coocui 
in  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive,  and,  anticipating  the  c 
ness  of  the  Secretary's  conclu^ons,  and  in  view  of  an  actual  t 
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passed  the  distribution  act  of  the  4th  September  last,  wisely  limiting  its 
operation  by  two  conditions  having  reference,  both  of  them,  to  a  possible 
state  of  the  Treasury  different  from  that  which  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  to  the  paramount  necessities  of  the 
public  service.  It  ordained  that  **if  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of 
that  act  there  "should  be  an  imposition  of  duties  on  imports  inconsistent 
with  the  provision  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  and  beyond  the 
rate  of  duties  fixed  by  that  act,  to  wit,  20  per  cent  on  the  value  of  such 
imports  or  any  of  them,  then  the  distribution  should  be  suspended,  and 
should  continue  so  suspended  until  that  cause  should  be  removed."  By 
a  previous  clause  it  had,  in  a  like  spirit  of  wise  and  cautious  patriotism, 
provided  for  another  case,  in  which  all  are  even  now  agreed,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pubHc  lands  should  be  used  for  the  defense 
of  the  country.  It  was  enacted  that  the  act  should  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  unless  the  United  States  should 
become  involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power,  in  which  event,  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  act  should  be  suspended  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities. 

Not  long  after  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  the 
unprecedented  and  extraordinary  difficulties  that  have  recently  embar- 
ra^ed  the  finances  of  the  country  began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect.  It 
soon  became  quite  evident  that  the  hopes  under  which  the  act  of  4th 
September  was  passed,  and  which  alone  justified  it  in  the  eyes  either 
of  Congress  who  imposed  or  of  the  Executive  who  approved,  the  first  of 
the  two  conditions  just  recited  were  not  destined  to  be  fulfilled.  Under 
the  pressure,  therefore,  of  the  embarrassments  which  had  thus  unexpect- 
edly arisen  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  course  to  be  pursued  had  been 
clearly  marked  out  for  the  Government  by  that  act  itself.  The  condi- 
tion contemplated  in  it  as  requiring  a  suspension  of  its  operation  had 
occurred.  It  became  necessary  in  the  opinions  of  all  to  raise  the  rate  of 
duties  upon  imports  above  20  per  cent;  and  with  a  view  both  to  provide 
available  means  to  meet  present  exigencies  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a  successful  negotiation  of  a  loan,  I  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  urge  upon 
Congress  to  raise  the  duties  accordingly,  imposing  them  in  a  spirit  of  a 
wise  discrimination  for  the  twofold  object  of  affording  ample  revenue  for 
the  Government  and  incidental  protection  to  the  various  branches  of 
domestic  industry.  I  also  pressed,  in  the  most  emphatic  but  respectful 
language  I  could  employ,  the  necessity  of  making  the  land  sales  avail- 
able to  the  Treasury,  as  the  basis  of  public  credit.  I  did  not  think  that  I 
could  stand  excused,  much  less  justified,  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  nor  could  I  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  recommend  the  imposition  of 
additional  taxes  upon  them  without  at  the  same  time  urging  the 
employment  of  all  the  legitimate  means  of  the  Government  toward 
satisfying  its  wants.  These  opinions  were  communicated  in  advance 
of  any  definitive  action  of  Congress  on  the  i^ubject  either  of  the  tariff  or 
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laud  sales,  under  a  high  sense  of  public  duty  and  in  coiDpliance  with 
express  injunction  of  the  Constitution,  so  that  if  a  collision,  extrerady 
to  l>e  deprecated,  as  such  colhsions  always  are,  has  seemingly  arisen 
between  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  Gm'emment,  it 
has  assuredly  not  been  owing  to  any  capricious  interference 
want  of  a  plain  and  frank  declaration  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
former.     Congress  differed  in  its  views  with  those  of  the  l^xecutive,  as 
had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  do,  and  passed  a  bill  virtually  for  a  time 
repealing  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  the  4lh  Septeinlwr,   1841.     The  bill 
was  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  with  my  objections  to 
its  becoming  a  law.     With  a  view  to  prevent,  if  possible,  an  open 
agreement  of  opinion  on  a  point  so  important,  I  took  occasion  to  decli 
that  I  regarded  it  as  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  an  increase 
duties  above  20  per  cent  that  the  act  of  the  4th  September  should  remau 
unrepealed  in  its  provisions.     My  reasons  for  that  opinion  were  elal 
rately  set  forth  in  the  message  which  accompanied  the  return  of  the  bill, 
which  no  constitutional  majority  appears  to  have  been  found  for  passing 
into  a  law. 

The  bill  which  is  now  before  me  proposes  in  its  twcnty-se^'enth  section 
the  total  repeal  of  one  of  the  provisos  in  the  act  of  September,  and,  while 
it  increases  the  duties  above  20  per  cent,  directs  an  unconditional  distri- 
bution of  the  land  proceeds.  I  am  therefore  subjected  a  second  tirae 
the  period  of  a  few  days  to  the  necessity  of  either  giving  my  appro\*al 
a  measure  which,  in  my  deliberate  judgment,  is  in  conflict  with 
public  interests  or  of  returning  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  originati 
with  my  objections.  With  all  my  anxiety  for  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
would  replenish  an  exhausted  Treasury  and  furnish  a  sound  and  healthy 
encouragement  to  mechanical  industry,  I  can  not  consent  to  do  so  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country  and  the  clearest 
\'ictions  of  public  duty. 

For  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  brought  me  to  this  conch 
I  refer  to  my  previous  messages  to  Congress,  and  briefly  subjoin 
following: 

I.  The  bill  unites  two  subjects  which,  so  far  from  ha^nng  any  affini 
to  one  another,  are  wholly  incongruous  in  their  character.     It  is  Ixjth  a 
rewnue  and  an  appropriation  bill.     It  thus  imposes  on  the  Kxecutive, 
in  the  first  place,  the  necessity  of  either  approvnng  that  whidi  he  would 
reject  or  rejectiug  that  which  he  might  utherwise  app'ro\-e.     This 
species  of  constraint  to  which  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  ought 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  subjected.     But  that  is  not  my  only  objection  to 
act  in  its  present  form.     The  union  of  subjects  wholly  dissimilar  in 
character  in  the  same  bill,  if  il  grew  into  a  practice,  would  not  fail  to 
to  consequences  destructive  of  all  wise  and  conscientious  lc( 
\^arious  measures,  each  agreeable  only  to  a  small  minority,  might 
being  thus  united — and  the  more  the  greater  cbaace  of  success — ^lead 
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the  passing  of  laws  of  which  no  single  provision  could  if  standing  alone 
command  a  majority  in  its  favor. 

2.  While  the  Treasury  is  in  a  state  of  extreme  embarrassment,  requir- 
ing every  dollar  which  it  can  make  available,  and  when  the  Government 
has  not  only  to  lay  additional  taxes,  but  to  borrow  money  to  meet  pressing 
demands,  the  bill  proposes  to  give  away  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue — 
which  is  the  same  thing  as  raising  money  by  loan  and  taxation — not  to 
meet  the-wants  of  the  Government,  but  for  distribution — ^a  proceeding 
which  I  must  regard  as  highly  impolitic,  if  not  unconstitutional. 

A  brief  review  of  the  present  condition  of  the  public  finances  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  true  condition  of  the  Treasury  and  exhibit  its  actual 
necessities: 

On  the  5th  of  August  (Friday  last)  there  waa  in  the  Treasury,  in  round  num- 
bers  $2,150,000 

Necessary  to  be  retained  to  meet  trust  funds I360, 000 

Interest  on  public  debt  due  in  October 80, 000 

To  redeem  Treasury  notes  and  pay  the  interest 100, 000 

Land  distribution  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  September,  1841 640, 000 

1,180,000 

I«eaving  an  available  amount  of 970, 000 

The  Navy  Department  had  drawn  requisitions  on  the  Treasury  at  that 
time  to  meet  debts  actually  due,  among  which  are  bills  under  protest  for 
$1,414,000,  thus  leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  $444,000. 

There  was  on  hand  about  $100,000  of  imissued  Treasury  notes,  assisted 
by  the  accruing  revenue  (amoimting  to  about  $150,000  per  week,  exclu- 
sive of  receipts  on  unpaid  bonds) ,  to  meet  requisitions  for  the  Army  and 
the  demands  of  the  civil  list. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  sum  of  $640,000  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States,  so  soon  as  the  statements  and  accounts  can  be  made  up  and  com- 
pleted, by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  September  last 
(of  which  nearly  a  moiety  goes  to  a  few  States,  and  only  about  $383,000 
is  to  be  divided  among  all  the  States) ,  while  it  adds  materially  to  the 
embarrassments  of  the  Treasury,  affords  to  the  States  no  decided  relief. 

No  immediate  relief  from  this  state  of  things  is  anticipated  unless 
(what  would  most  deeply  be  deplored)  the  Government  could  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  negotiation  of  loans  already  authorized  by  law  at  a  rate  of 
discount  ruinous  in  itself  and  calculated  most  seriously  to  affect  the 
public  credit.  So  great  is  the  depression  of  trade  that  even  if  the  pres- 
ent bill  were  to  become  a  law  and  prove  to  be  productive  some  time 
would  elapse  before  sufl&cient  supplies  would  flow  into  the  Treasury, 
while  in  the  meantime  its  embarrassments  would  l>e  continually  aug- 
mented by  the  semiannual  distribution  of  the  land  proceeds. 

Indeed,  there  is  but  too  much  ground  to  apprehend  that  even  if  this 
bill  were  permitted  to  become  a  law — alienating,  as  it  does,  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales — an  actual  deficit  in  the  Treasury  would  occur,  which 
would  more  than  probably  involve  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation. 


i88  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Let  it  be  also  remarked  that  $5,500,000  of  the  public  debt  bccoi 
redeemable  in  about  two  years  and  a  half,  which  at  any  sacrifice  must 
be  met,  while  the  Treasury  is  always  liable  to  demands  for  the  payment 
of  outstanding  Treasury  notes.  Such  is  the  gloomy  picture  which  our 
financial  department  now  presents,  and  which  calls  for  the  exercise  of 
a  rigid  economy  in  the  public  expenditures  and  the  rendering  a\-ailab1e 
of  all  the  means  within  the  control  of  the  Government.  I  most  respect- 
fully submit  whether  this  is  a  time  to  give  away  the  proceeds  of  the 
land  sales  when  the  pubUc  lands  constitute  a  fund  wliich  of  all  others 
may  be  made  most  useful  in  sustaining  the  public  credit.  Can  the  Gov- 
ernment be  generous  and  munificent  to  others  when  every  dollar  it 
can  command  is  necessary  to  supply  its  own  wants?  And  if  Congress 
would  not  hesitate  to  suffer  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  4th  Septem! 
last  to  remain  unrepealed  in  case  the  country  was  involved  in  war, 
not  tlie  necessity  for  such  a  course  now  just  as  imperative  as  it  woi 
lie  then? 

3.  A  third  objection  remains  to  be  urged,  which  would  be  sufficient 
in  itself  to  induce  me  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  with  my  objections. 
By  uuiting  two  subjects  so  incongruous  as  tariff  and  distribution  it  ine%-- 
itably  makes  the  fate  of  the  one  dependent  upon  that  of  the  other  in 
future  contests  of  party.  Can  anjlhing  be  more  fatal  to  the  merchant 
or  manufacturer  than  such  an  alliance?  What  they  most  of  all  require 
is  a  system  of  moderate  duties  so  arranged  as  to  withdraw  the  tariff 
question,  as  far  as  possible,  completely  from  the  arena  of  political  conten- 
tion. Their  chief  want  is  permanency  and  stability.  Such  an  increase 
of  the  tariff  I  believe  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  economical 
expenditures  of  Go^■emment.  Such  an  increase,  made  in  the  spirit  of 
moderation  and  judicious  discrimination,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people.  In 
the  way  of  accomplishing  a  measure  so  salutary  and  so  imperatively 
demanded  by  ever>'  public  interest,  the  legislative  department  will  meet 
with  a  cordial  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Executive.  This  is  all  that 
the  manufacturer  can  desire,  and  it  would  be  a  burden  readily  borne 
by  the  people.  But  1  can  not  too  earnestly  repeat  that  in  order  to 
beneficial  it  nmst  be  permanent,  and  in  order  to  be  permanent  it 
command  general  acquiescence.  But  can  such  permanency  be  ji 
hoped  for  if  the  tariff  question  be  coupled  with  that  of  distribution, 
to  which  a  serious  conflict  of  opinion  exists  among  the  States  and  the 
people,  and  which  enlists  in  its  support  a  bare  majority,  if,  indeed,  there 
be  a  majority,  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress?  What  permanency 
stability  can  attach  to  a  measure  which,  warring  upon  itself,  gives 
a  fruitful  source  of  re%-enue  at  the  moment  it  proposes  3  large  ii 
of  taxes  on  the  people?  Is  the  manufacturer  prepared  to  stake 
and  his  interests  upon  such  an  issue? 

I  know  that  it  is  ui^ed  (but  most  erroneou&ly,  tn  my  opinxm)  that 
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instability  is  just  as  apt  to  be  produced  by  retaining  the  public  lands  as 
a  source  of  revenue  as  from  any  other  cause,  and  this  is  ascribed  to  a 
constant  fluctuation,  as  it  is  said,  in  the  amount  of  sales.  If  there  were 
anything  in  this  objection,  it  equally  applies  to  every  imposition  of  duties 
on  imports.  The  amount  of  revenue  annually  derived  from  duties  is  con- 
stantly liable  to  change.  The  regulations  of  foreign  governments,  the 
varying  productiveness  of  other  countries,  periods  of  excitement  in  trade, 
and  a  great  variety  of  other  circumstances  are  constantly  arising  to  afifect 
the  state  of  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  and,  of  consequence,  the 
revenue  levied  upon  it.  The  sales  of  the  public  domain  in  ordinary 
times  are  regulated  by  fixed  laws  which  have  their  basis  in  a  demand 
increasing  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  population.  In  recurring 
to  the  statistics  connected  with  this  subject  it  will  be  perceived  that  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  preceding  1834  the  average  amount  of  land  sales 
did  not  exceed  $2,000,000.  For  the  increase  which  took  place  in  1834, 
1835,  and  1836  we  are  to  look  to  that  peculiar  condition  of  the  country 
which  grew  out  of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  excitements  in  business 
and  speculation  that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  commerce  and 
currency.  It  was  the  fruit  of  a  wild  spirit  of  adventure  engendered  by 
a  vicious  system  of  credits,  under  the  evils  of  which  the  country  is  still 
laboring,  and  which  it  is  fondly  hoped  will  not  soon  recur.  Considering 
the  vast  amount  of  investments  made  by  private  individuals  in  the  public 
lands  during  those  three  years,  and  which  equaled  $43,000,000  (equal 
to  more  than  twenty  years'  purchase),  taking  the  average  of  sales  of 
the  ten  preceding  years,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  result  of  the 
public-land  sales  can  hold  out  nothing  to  alarm  the  manufacturer  with 
the  idea  of  instability  in  the  revenues  and  consequently  in  the  course  of 
the  Government. 

Under  what  appears  to  me,  therefore,  the  soundest  considerations  of 
public  policy,  and  in  view  of  the  interests  of  every  branch  of  domestic 
industry,  I  return  you  the  bill  with  these  my  objections  to  its  becoming 
a  law. 

I  take  occasion  emphatically  to  repeat  my  anxious  desire  to  cooperate 
with  Congress  in  the  passing  of  a  law  which,  while  it  shall  assist  in  sup- 
plying the  wants  of  the  Treasury  and  reestablish  public  credit,  shall 
afford  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  all  the  incidental 
protection  they  require. 

After  all,  the  effect  of  what  I  do  is  substantially  to  call  on  Congress  to 
reconsider  the  subject.  If  on  such  reconsideration  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  should  be  in  favor  of  this  measure,  it  will  become 
a  law  notwithstanding  my  objections.  In  a  case  of  clear  and  manifest 
error  on  the  part  of  the  President  the  presumption  of  the  Constitution 
is  that  such  majorities  will  be  found.  Should  they  be  so  found  in  this 
case,  having  conscientiously  discharged  my  own  duty  I  shall  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  the  result.  jqjjj^  TYLER. 
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Washington,  August  30,  1S42. 
To  the  Hmtse  of  Representatives: 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  provided  that  "ever 
bill  which  shall  ha\'e  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Sen- 
ate shall  before  it  become  a  law  be  preseiited  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  vot,  he  shall  return  _ 
it  with  his  objections  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have  originatet 
who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  the  Journal  and  proceed  ti 
reconsider  it." 

In  strict  compliance  with  the  positive  obligation  thus  imposed  upon 
me  by  the  Constitution,  not  having  been  able  to  bring  myself  to  approve 
a  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  J 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes, ' '  I  returned  the  sanie,J 
to  the  House  ttnth  my  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law.    These  objec-J 
tions,  which  had  entirely  satisfied  my  own  mind  of  the  great  impolicy,] 
if  not  unconstitutiouahty,  of  the  measure,  were  presented  in  the  r 
respectful  and  even  deferential  terms,     I  would  not  ha\-e  been  so  f 
forgetful  of  what  was  due  from  one  department  of  the  Govenunent  I 
another  as  to  have  intentionally  employed  in  my  official  intercourse  widl 
the  House  any  language  that  could  be  in  the  slightest  degree  offensiw 
to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.     If  in  assigning  my  objections  to  Lbt 
bill  I  had  so  far  forgotten  what  was  due  to  the  House  of  Representative 
as  to  impugn  its  motives  in  passing  the  bill,  I  should  owe,  not  only  ti 
that    House,  but    to  the  countrj-,  the  most   profoutid  apology. 
departure  from  propriety  is,  however,  not  complained  of  in  any  j 
ceeding  which  the  House  has  adopted.      It  has,  on  the  contrarj'.  l 
expressly  made  a  subject  of  remark,  and  almost  of  complaint,  that  Ibe 
language  in  which  my  dissent  was  couched  was  studiously  guarded  and 
cautious.  

Such  being  the  character  of  the  official  communication  in  question, '. 
confess  I  was  wholly  unprepared  for  the  course  which  has  been  p 
in  regard  to  it.  In  the  exercise  of  its  power  to  regulate  its  ow 
ceedings  the  House  for  the  first  time,  it  is  behe\'ed.  in  the  Iiistory  of  thj 
Government  thought  proper  to  refer  the  message  to  a  select  committed 
of  its  own  body  for  the  purpose,  as  my  respect  for  the  House  would  bni^ 
compelled  me  to  infer,  of  deUberately  weighing  tlie  objectious  ur% 
against  the  bill  by  the  Executive  with  a  \'iew  to  its  own  judgment  n 
the  question  of  the  final  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  measure. 

Of  the  temper  and  feelings  in  relation  to  myself  of  some  cf  the  n 
bers  selected  for  the  performance  of  this  dnt>"  I  bax-e  nothing  to  9 
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That  was  a  matter  entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  that  committee,  taking  a  different  view  of  its  duty  from 
that  which  I  should  have  supposed  had  led  to  its  creation,  instead  of  con- 
fining itself  to  the  objections  urged  against  the  bill  availed  itself  of  the 
occasion  formally  to  arraign  the  motives  of  the  President  for  others  of  his 
acts  since  his  induction  into  office.  In  the  absence  of  all  proof  and,  as  I 
am  bound  to  declare,  against  all  law  or  precedent  in  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, and  at  the  same  time  in  a  manner  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  the  comity  hitherto  sacredly  observed  in  the  intercourse 
between  independent  and  coordinate  departments  of  the  Government,  it 
has  assailed  my  whole  official  conduct  without  the  shadow  of  a  pretext 
for  such  assault,  and,  stopping  short  of  impeachment,  has  charged  me, 
nevertheless,  with  offenses  declared  to  deserve  impeachment. 

Had  the  extraordinary  report  which  the  committee  thus  made  to  the 
House  been  permitted  to  remain  without  the  sanction  of  the  latter,  I 
should  not  have  uttered  a  regret  or  complaint  upon  the  subject.  But 
unaccompanied  as  it  is  by  any  particle  of  testimony  to  support  the 
charges  it  contains,  without  a  deliberate  examination,  almost  without 
any  discussion,  the  House  of  Representatives  has  been  pleased  to  adopt 
it  as  its  own,  and  thereby  to  become  my  accuser  before  the  country  and 
before  the  world.  The  high  character  of  such  an  accuser,  the  gravity 
of  the  charges  which  have  been  made,  and  the  judgment  pronounced 
against  me  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  upon  a  distinct  and  separate 
vote  of  the  House  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  enter  my  solemn  pro- 
test against  this  proceeding  as  unjust  to  myself  as  a  man,  as  an  invasion 
of  my  constitutional  powers  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  American  people, 
and  as  a  violation  in  my  person  of  rights  secured  to  every  citizen  by  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution.  That  Constitution  has  intrusted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  sole  power  of  impeachment.  Such  impeachment 
is  required  to  be  tried  before  the  most  august  tribunal  known  to  our  insti- 
tutions. The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  composed  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  is  converted  into  a  hall  of  justice, 
and  in  order  to  insure  the  strictest  observance  of  the  rules  of  evidence  and 
of  legal  procedure  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  highest  judi- 
cial functionary  of  the  land,  is  required  to  preside  over  its  deliberations. 
In  the  presence  of  such  a  judicatory  the  voice  of  faction  is  presumed  to  be 
silent,  and  the  sentence  of  guilt  or  innocence  is  pronounced  under  the 
most  solemn  sanctions  of  religion,  of  honor,  and  of  law.  To  such  a  tri- 
bunal does  the  Constitution  authorize  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
carry  up  its  accusations  against  any  chief  of  the  executive  department 
whom  it  may  believe  to  be  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
Before  that  tribunal  the  accused  is  confronted  with  his  accusers,  and  may 
demand  the  privilege,  which  the  justice  of  the  common  law  secures  to  the 
humblest  citizen,  of  a  full,  patient,  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  facts, 
upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses  rigidly  cross-examined  and  deposing  in 
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the  face  of  day.  If  such  a  proceeding  had  been  adopted  toward  me.  unj 
35  I  should  certainly  have  regarded  it,  I  should,  I  trust,  ha%'e  met  with  a 
becoming  constancy  a  trial  as  painful  as  it  would  have  been  undeserved. 
I  would  have  manifested  by  a  profound  submission  to  the  laws  of  my 
country  my  perfect  faith  in  her  justice,  and,  relying  on  the  purity  of 
my  motives  and  the  rectitude  of  my  conduct,  should  have  looked  forward 
with  confidence  to  a  triumphant  refutation  iu  the  presence  of  that  ooon- 
tr>-  and  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  such  a  tribunal  not  only  of  whatever 
charges  might  have  been  formally  preferred  against  me,  but  of  all  the 
calumnies  of  which  I  have  hitherto  been  the  unresisting  victim.  .\s  il  is, 
I  have  been  accused  without  evidence  and  condemned  without  a  bearing. 
As  far  as  such  proceedings  can  accomplish  it,  I  am  deprived  of  public 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  Government  and  denied  e^-en  the 
boast  of  a  good  name — a  name  transmitted  to  me  from  a  patriot  father, 
prized  as  my  proudest  inheritance,  and  carefully  preserved  for  those  who 
are  to  come  after  me  as  the  most  precious  of  all  earthly  possesions,  I 
am  not  only  subjected  to  imputations  affecting  my  character  as  an  indi- 
\'idual,  but  am  charged  wilh  offenses  against  the  country  so  gra\-e  and 
so  heinous  as  to  deserve  public  disgrace  and  disfranchisement.  I  am 
charged  with  %-ioIating  pledges  which  1  never  gave.  and.  because  I  exe- 
cute what  I  believe  to  be  the  law,  with  usurping  powers  not  conferred 
by  law,  and,  above  all,  with  using  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution  from  corrupt  motives  and  for  unwarrantable 
ends.  And  these  charges  are  made  without  any  particle  of  exidence  to 
sustain  them,  and,  as  I  solemnly  affirm,  without  any  foundation  in  truth. 
Why  is  a  proceeding  of  this  sort  adopted  at  this  time?  Is  the  occaaoa 
for  it  found  in  the  fact  that  having  been  elected  to  the  second  office  under 
the  Constitution  by  the  free  and  voluntary  suffrages  of  the  people,  I 
have  succeeded  to  the  first  according  to  the  express  proxnsions  of  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  same  people?  It  is  true  that  the  succesdom  of 
the  Vice-President  to  the  Chief  Magistracj'  has  ne\-er  occurred  before 
and  that  all  prudent  and  patriotic  minds  have  looked  on  this  new  trial  of 
the  wisdom  and  stability  of  our  institutions  with  a  somewhat  anxious 
concern.  I  have  been  made  to  feel  too  sensibly  the  difficulties  of  ray 
unprecedented  position  not  to  kno«-  all  that  U  intended  to  be  conveyed 
in  the  reproach  cast  upon  a  President  without  a  party.  But  I  found 
myself  placed  in  this  most  responsible  station  by  no  usurpation  or  con* 
irivance  of  my  own.  I  was  called  to  it,  under  Providence,  by  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  and  the  deliberately  declared  will  of  the  people.  It  » 
by  these  that  I  liax-e  been  clothed  with  the  high  powers  which  they  ha%'e 
seen  fit  to  confide  to  their  Chief  Executive  and  been  charged  with  the 
solemn  responsibility  jmder  which  those  powers  are  to  be  exercised.  It 
is  to  them  that  I  hold  myself  answerable  as  a  moral  agent  for  a  free  and 
conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  which  they  hare  imjxMcd  upon  me. 
It  is  not  as  an  Individual  merely  that  I  am  now  called  upon  to  reaiM 
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the  encroachments  of  unconstitutional  power.  I  represent  the  executive 
authority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  in  their  name, 
whose  mere  agent  and  servant  I  am,  and  whose  will  declared  in  their 
fundamental  law  I  dare  not,  even  were  I  inclined,  to  disobey,  that  I  pro- 
test against  every  attempt  to  break  down  the  undoubted  constitutional 
power  of  this  department  without  a  solemn  amendment  of  that  funda- 
mental law. 

I  am  determined  to  uphold  the  Constitution  in  this  as  in  other  respects 
to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  and  in  defiance  of  all  personal  consequences. 
What  may  happen  to  an  individual  is  of  little  importance,  but  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country,  or  any  one  of  its  great  and  clear  principles  and 
provisions,  is  too  sacred  to  be  surrendered  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever by  those  who  are  charged  with  its  protection  and  defense.  Least  of 
all  should  he  beheld  guiltless  who,  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  great 
departments  of  the  Government,  should  shrink  from  the  exercise  of  its 
unquestionable  authority  on  the  most  important  occasions  and  should 
consent  without  a  struggle  to  eflFace  all  the  barriers  so  carefully  erected 
by  the  people  to  control  and  circumscribe  the  powers  confided  to  their 
various  agents.  It  may  be  desirable,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  has  declared  it  is,  that  no  such  checks  upon  the  will 
of  the  Legislature  should  be  suffered  to  continue.  This  is  a  matter  for 
the  people  and  States  to  decide,  but  until  they  shall  have  decided  it  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  execute,  without  fear  or  favor,  the  law  as  it  has 
been  written  by  our  predecessors. 

I  protest  against  this  whole  proceeding  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  ex  parte  and  extrajudicial.  I  protest  against  it  as  subversive  of  the 
common  right  of  all  citizens  to  be  condemned  only  upon  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial,  according  to  law  and  evidence,  before  the  country.  I  protest 
against  it  as  destructive  of  all  the  comity  of  intercourse  between  the 
departments  of  this  Government,  and  destined  sooner  or  later  to  lead  to 
conflicts  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  integrity  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  that  Constitution  which 
is  not  only  my  own  shield  of  protection  and  defense,  but  that  of  every 
American  citizen.  I  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  the  people,  by  whose 
will  I  stand  where  I  do,  by  whose  authority  I  exercised  the  power  which 
I  am  charged  with  having  usurped,  and  to  whom  I  am  responsible  for  a 
firm  and  faithful  discharge  according  to  my  own  convictions  of  duty  of 
the  high  stewardship  confided  to  me  by  them.  I  protest  against  it  in  the 
name  of  all  regulated  liberty  and  all  limited  government  as  a  proceeding 
tending  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, or  a  bare  majority  of  Congress  for  the  time  being,  an  uncontrolled 
and  despotic  power.  And  I  respectfully  ask  that  this  my  protest  may  be 
entered  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  a  solemn 
and  formal  declaration  for  all  time  to  come  against  the  injustice  and 
unconstitutionality  of  such  a  proceeding.  JOHN  TYLER 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washington,  December  6,  iSfx,  I 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jiepresenlalivfs  of  Hie  United  Slates: 

We  have  contiuued  reason  to  express  our  profound  gratitude  to  t 
Great  Creator  of  All  Things  for  numberless  benefits  conferred  upon  tis  as 
a  people.  Blessed  nilh  genial  seasons,  the  husbattdman  has  his  gamers 
filled  with  ahundance,  aud  the  necessaries  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  lux- 
uries, aliound  in  everj-  direction.  While  in  some  other  nations  steady 
aud  industrious  labor  can  hardly  find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  great- 
est evil  which  we  have  to  encounter  is  a  surplus  of  production  tteyond 
the  home  demand,  which  seeks,  and  with  difficulty  fiuds,  a  partial  mar- 
ket in  other  regions.  The  health  of  the  country,  with  partial  exceptions, 
has  for  the  past  year  been  well  preserved,  and  tinder  their  free  and  wise 
institutions  the  United  States  are  rapidly  advancing  toward  the  consum- 
mation of  the  high  destiny  which  an  overruling  Providence  seems  to  have 
marked  out  for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion  and  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  we  are  left  free  to  consult  as  to  the  best  means  ^ 
securing  and  advancing  the  happiness  of  the  people.  Such  are  the  c 
cumstances  under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  respective  chambt 
and  which  should  lead  us  to  unite  in  praise  and  thauksgiving  to  that 
great  Being  who  made  us  and  who  preserves  us  as  a  nation. 

I  congratulate  you,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy  change  in  the  a 
of  our  foreign  affairs  since  my  last  annual  message.     Causes  of  complai 
at  that  time  exi.sted  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  n-hkj 
attended  by  irritating  circumstances,  threatened  most  seriously  the  pul 
lie  peace.     The  difficulty  of  adjusting  amicably  the  questions  at  issue 
between  the  two  countries  was  in  no  small  degree  augmented  by  the 
lapse  of  time  since  they  had  their  origin.     The  opinions  entertained  by 
the  Executive  on  several  of  the  leading  topics  in  dispute  were  frankly 
set  forth  in  the  message  at  the  opening  of  your  late  session.      The 
appointment  of  a  special  minister  by  Great  Britain  to  the  I'nited  States 
with  power  to  negotiate  upon  most  of  the  points  of  difference  indicata 
a  desire  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjust  them,  and  that  minister  was  n 
by  the  Executive  in  the  same  spirit  which  had  dictated  his  mis 
The  treaty  consequent  thereon  ha\'ing  been  duly  ratified  by  the  Ivfo 
Govemnienls,  a  copy,  together  with  the  correspondence  wWcli  accom* 
paiiied  it ,  is  herewith  communicated.     I  trust  that  whilst  you  may  see  in 
it  nothing  objectionable,  it  may  be  the  means  of  preseri-ing  for  a 
nite  period  the  amicable  relations  happily  existing  Ixjtween  the  two  C 
eraraents.     The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the  United  States  a 
Great  Britain  is  a  question  of  the  deepest  interest,  not  ouly  to  them- 
selves, but  to  the  civilized  world,  sttce  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  a  war 
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could  exist  between  them  without  erfdangering  the  peace  of  Christen- 
dom. The  immediate  eflFect  of  the  treaty  upon  ourselves  will  be  felt  in 
the  security  afforded  to  mercantile  enterprise,  which,  no  longer  appre- 
hensive of  interruption,  adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
seas,  and,  freighted  with  the  diversified  productions  of  every  land,  returns 
to  bless  our  own.  There  is  nothing  in  the  treaty  which  in  the  slightest 
degree  compromits  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation.  Next  to  the 
settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which  must  always  be  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty between  states  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which  seemed 
to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment  was  that  connected  with  the 
African  slave  trade. 

By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  it  was  expressly  declared 
that— 

Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice,  and  whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  both 
the  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object. 

In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain 
a  practice  had  threatened  to  grow  up  on  the  part  of  its  cruisers  of  sub- 
jecting to  visitation  ships  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  which,  while 
it  seriously  involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vexation  a 
branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  increasing,  and  which  required 
the  fostering  care  of  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys  at  London  expressly  dis- 
claimed all  right  to  detain  an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if 
found  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the  British  preten- 
sion to  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  inquire,  yet  it  could  not  well  be  dis- 
cerned by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  inquiry 
could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voyage  and  consequent  interrup- 
tion to  the  trade.  It  was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search  presented  only 
in  a  new  form  and  expressed  in  different  words,  and  I  therefore  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  distinctly  to  declare  in  my  annual  message  to  Congress  that 
no  such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  United  States  had  both 
the  wnll  and  the  ability  to  enforce  their  own  laws  and  to  protect  their 
flag  from  being  used  for  purposes  wholly  forbidden  by  those  laws  and 
obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure  of  the  world.  Taking  the  message  as 
his  letter  of  instructions,  our  then  minister  at  Paris  felt  himself  required 
to  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  remonstrance  which  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  present  to  Mr.  Guiz6t,  and  through  him  to  the  King  of  the 
French,  against  what  has  been  called  the  "quintuple  treaty;*'  and  his 
conduct  in  this  respect  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Government.  In 
dose  conformity  with  these  views  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  was 
framed,  which  provides  *  *  that  each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  the  Afri- 
can seas  a  force  not  less  than  80  guns,  to  act  separately  and  apart,  under 
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instnictions  from  their  respective  Goveraments.  and  for  the  enf( 
of  their  respecthe  laws  and  obligations. ' '  From  this  it  ^vill  be  see 
the  ground  assumeil  in  the  message  has  been  fully  maintained  at  thi 
time  that  iJie  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to  be  carried  out  in 
good  faith  by  the  two  countries,  and  that  all  pretense  is  removed  for 
interference  witli  our  commerce  for  any  purpose  whatever  by  a  foreign 
goveniment.  While,  therefore,  the  United  States  have  been  standing  ap 
for  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to  make  that  a 
pretext  for  avoiding  a  fulfillment  of  their  treaty  stipulations  or  a  grotUMl 
for  givTng  countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws.  A  similar 
arrangement  by  the  other  great  powers  could  not  fail  to  s^\-eep  from  the 
ocean  the  slave  trade  without  the  interpolatiou  of  any  new  principle  into 
the  maritime  code.  We  may  be  permitted  to  hope  that  the  example  thus 
set  will  be  followed  by  some  if  not  all  of  them.  We  thereby  also  afford 
suitable  protection  to  the  fair  trader  in  those  seas,  thus  fulfilling  at  the 
same  time  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy  and  compl>Tng  with  the  claims 
of  justice  and  humanity. 

It  would  have  furnished  additional  cause  for  congratulation  if  the  treaty 
could  ha\e  embraced  all  subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to 
derstanding  between  the  two  Governments.  The  Territory  of  the  TJnil 
States  commonly  called  the  Oregon  Territorj-.  lying  on  the  Pacific 
north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portion  of  which  Gi 
Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract  the  attention  of  our  fellow-citi 
and  the  tide  of  population  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately 
unbroken  wilderness  in  more  contiguous  regions  is  preparing  to  fl< 
o\*er  those  vast  districts  which  stretch  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  In  advance  of  the  acquirement  of  individual  rights  to  these 
lands,  sound  policy  dictates  that  ever>'  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
two  Governments  to  settle  their  respective  claims.  It  became  manifest 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  late  negotiations  that  any  attempt  for  the  time 
being  satisfactorily  to  determine  those  rights  would  lead  to  a  protracted 
discussion,  which  might  embrace  in  its  failure  other  more  pressing  mat- 
ters, and  the  Executii.-e  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  to  waive  all  the  advan- 
tages of  an  honorable  adjustment  of  other  difficulties  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance  because  this,  not  so  immediately  pressing,  stood  in  the 
way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may  not  for  several  years  to 
come  involve  the  peace  of  the  two  coimtries,  yet  I  shall  not  delay  to 
on  Great  Britain  the  importance  of  its  early  settlement.  Xor  will  < 
matters  of  commercial  importance  to  the  two  countries  be  0%*erlo(; 
and  I  have  good  reason  to  bclie\'e  that  it  will  comport  with  the 
England,  as  it  does  with  that  of  the  United  Stales,  to  sei«  a 
moment,  when  most  of  the  causes  of  irritation  ha\e  passed  away,  toi 
the  peace  and  amitj'  of  the  two  countries  by  wisely  ^emo^■ing  all 
of  probable  future  collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relatious  coatinue  uu  tlK  n 
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amicable  footing.  Treaties  now  existing  with  them  should  be  rigidly 
observed,  and  every  opportunity  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  should  be  seized  upon  to  enlarge  the  basis  of  commercial 
intercourse.  Peace  with  all  the  world  is  the  true  foundation  of  our 
policy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permanent  by  the  practice  of  equal 
and  impartial  justice  to  all.  Our  great  desire  should  be  to  enter  only 
into  that  rivalry  which  looks  to  the  general  good  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
sciences,  the  enlargement  of  the  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical 
arts,  and  the  spread  of  commerce — that  great  civilizer — to  every  land  and 
sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  interference  in  all  questions  exclusively 
referring  themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  hope  an  equal  exemption  from  the  interference  of  European 
Governments  in  what  relates  to  the  States  of  the  American  continent. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  under  the  convention  with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  nth  of 
April,  1839,  made  to  the  proper  Department  a  final  report  in  relation  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  commission.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amotmt  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  commissioners  and  the  umpire 
appointed  under  that  convention  was  $27026,079. 68.  The  arbiter  having 
considered  that  his  functions  were  required  by  the  convention  to  termi- 
nate at  the  same  time  with  those  of  the  commissioners,  returned  to  the 
board,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  claims  which  had  been  allowed  by  the 
American  commissioners  to  the  amount  of  $928,620.88.  Other  claims, 
in  which  the  amount  sought  to  be  recovered  was  $3,336,837.05,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  late  for  its  consideration.  The  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Mexico  has  been  duly  authorized  to  make  demand 
for  payment  of  the  awards  according  to  the  terms  of  the  convention  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  June,  1840.  He 
has  also  been  instructed  to  communicate  to  that  Government  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  those  claims 
which  were  not  disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Mexican 
Government.  He  has  also  been  furnished  with  other  instructions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Government  of  Mexico  should  not  find  itself 
in  a  condition  to  make  present  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards  in 
spede  or  its  equivalent. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  information  which  is  esteemed 
favora,ble  both  to  a  just  satisfaction  of  the  awards  and  a  reasonable  provi- 
sion for  other  claims  has  been  recently  received  from  Mr.  Thompson,  the 
minister  of  the  United  States,  who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed 
the  instructions  of  his  Government  in  regard  to  this  important  subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accompanied  the  late  Texan 
expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  and  who  were  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as 
prisoners  of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  Department  of  State 
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and  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  upon  the  complaint  of  Mex- 
ico  tliat  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  permitted  to  give  aid  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Texas  in  the  war  existing  between  her  and  that  Republic 
Copies  of  this  correspondence  are  herewith  communicated  lo  Congress, 
together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the  same  subject  addressed  to  the 
diplomatic  corps  at  Mexico  by  the  American  minister  and  the  Mexican 
secretary  of  state. 

Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  the  mission  of  the  United 
States  to  that  Government  by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the 
rank  as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico.     From 
the  circumstances  connected  with  his  mission  favorable  restJts  are  anl 
ipated  from  it.     It  is  so  obviously  for  the  interest  of  both  countries 
neighbors  and  friends  that  all  just  causes  of  mutual  dissatisfaction  should 
be  removed  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the  employ- 
ment of  any  practicable  and  honorable  means  to  accomplish  that  eiitl. 

The  aSairs  pending  between  this  Government  and  several  others 
the  States  of  this  hemisphere  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain 
again  within  the  past  year  been  materially  obstructed  hy  the  militi 
revolutions  and  conflicts  in  those  countries. 

The   ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Republic  of  Ecuador  of  the  13th  of  June,  1839,  liave  been  exchangf 
and  that  instrument  has  been  dnly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  this 
emment.     Copies  are  now  communicated  to  Congress  with  a  new  to 
enable  that  body  to  make  such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our 
intercourse  with  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

Provision  has  l>een  made  by  the  Government  of  Chile  for  the  pa>r 
of  the  claim  on  account  of  the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  U'a 
Coquimbo  in  1820.     This  Government  has  reason  to  expect  that  otl 
claims  of  our  citizens  against  Chile  will  be  hastened  to  a  final  and  sat 
factory  dose. 

The  Empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether  exempt  from  those 
vtilsions  which  so  constantly  afflict  the  neighboring  republics.     Distorb- 
ances  which  recently  broke  out  are,  howe\'er,  now  understood  to  be 
quieted.     But  these  occurrences,  by  threatening  the  stability  of  the 
emnients,  or  by  causing  incessant  and  violent  changes  in  them  or  in 
persons  who  administer  them,  tend  greatly  to  retard  provisions 
just  indenuiity  for  losses  and  injuries  suffered  hy  indi\-idual  subji 
or  citizens  of  other  states.     The  GoA'cnmienl  of  the  United  States 
feel  it  to  be  its  duty;  however,  lo  consent  to  no  delay  not  unavoidable 
making  satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries  sustained  by  its  own 
zens.    Many  years  having  in  some  cases  elapsed,  a  decisive  and  elFt 
course  of  proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective  go\" 
against  whom  claims  ha\-c  been  preferred. 

The  vexatious,  h.arassing,  and  expeusiw  war  whidi  so  long  pr( 
with  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  peninsula  of  Floridu  has  haj 
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been  terminated,  whereby  our  Army  has  been  relieved  from  a  service  of 
the  most  disagreeable  character  and  the  Treasury  from  a  large  expendi- 
ture. Some  casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident  to  the 
close  proximity  of  border  settlers  and  the  Indians,  but  these,  as  in  all 
other  cases,  may  be  left  to  the  care  of  the  local  authorities,  aided  when 
occasion  may  require  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States.  A  sufficient 
number  of  troops  will  be  maintained  in  Florida  so  long  as  the  remotest 
apprehensions  of  danger  shall  exist,  yet  their  duties  will  be  limited 
rather  to  the  garrisoning  of  the  necessary  posts  than  to  the  maintenance 
of  active  hostilities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  territory  so  long  retarded 
in  its  growth  will  now  speedily  recover  from  the  evils  incident  to  a  pro- 
tracted war,  exhibiting  in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  productions 
true  evidences  of  returning  wealth  and  prosperity.  By  the  practice  of 
rigid  justice  toward  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  residing  within  our  ter- 
ritorial limits  and  the  exercise  of  a  parental  vigilance  over  their  interests, 
protecting  them  against  fraud  and  intrusion,  and  at  the  same  time  using 
every  proper  expedient  to  introduce  among  them  the  arts  of  civilized  life, 
we  may  fondly  hope  not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  love  of  war,  but 
to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  all  its  avocations.  With  sev- 
eral of  the  tribes  great  progress  in  civilizing  them  has  already  been  made. 
The  schoolmaster  and  the  missionary  are  found  side  by  side,  and  the 
remnants  of  what  were  once  numerous  and  powerful  nations  may  yet  be 
preserved  as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  of  January,  1842,  exclusive  of 
the  amoimt  deposited  with  the  States,  trust  funds,  and  indemnities,  was 
$230,483.68.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  three  first  quar- 
ters of  the  present  year  from  all  sources  amount  to  $26,616,593.78,  of 
which  more  than  fourteen  millions  were  received  from  customs  and  about 
one  million  from  the  public  lands.  The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter  are 
estimated  at  nearly  eight  millions,  of  which  four  millions  are  expected 
from  customs  and  three  milUons  and  a  half  from  loans  and  Treastuy 
notes.  The  expenditures  of  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year 
exceed  twenty-six  millions,  and  those  estimated  for  the  fourth  quarter 
amount  to  about  eight  miUions;  and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  half  a  million  on  the  ist  of  January  next,  but  that  the  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants  (estimated  at  $800,000)  will  leave  an  actual 
balance  of  about  $224,000  in  the  Treasury.  Among  the  expenditures  of 
this  year  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  public  debt  and  about 
$600,000  on  account  of  the  distribution  to  the  States  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  present  tariff  of  duties  was  somewhat  hastily  and  hurriedly  passed 
near  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have 
defects  can  therefore  be  surprising  to  no  one.  To  remedy  such  defects 
as  may  be  found  to  exist  in  any  of  its  numerous  provisions  will  not 
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fail  to  claim  your  serious  attention.  It  may  well  merit  inquiry  whether 
thel^fectioD  of  all  fluties  in  cash  does  not  call  for  the  introduction  of  a 
system  which  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  countries  where  it  has  been 
adopted.  I  refer  to  the  warehousing  system.  The  first  and  most  promi- 
nent effect  which  it  would  produce  would  be  to  protect  the  market  alike 
against  redundant  or  deficient  supplies  of  foreign  fabrics,  both  of  which 
ill  the  long  run  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  manufacturer  as  the  importer. 
The  quantity  of  goods  in  store  being  at  all  times  readily  known,  it  would 
enable  the  importer  with  an  approach  to  accuracy  to  ascertain  the  actual 
wants  of  the  market  and  to  regulate  himself  accordingly.  If.  however, 
he  should  fall  into  error  by  importing  an  excess  above  the  pubhc  wants, 
he  could  readily  correct  its  evils  by  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehouse  the  goods 
imjwrted  would  await  the  demand  of  the  market  and  their  issues  would 
be  go\'enied  bj-  the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Thus  an 
approximation  would  be  made  to  a  steadiness  and  uniEonnity  of  price, 
which  if  attainable  would  conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mercan- 
tile and  mechanical  operations. 

The  apprehension  may  he  well  enlertaiued  that  without  something  to 
ameliorate  the  rigor  of  cash  payments  the  entire  import  trade  may  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
The  small  importer,  who  requires  all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  Juv 
ments  abroad,  and  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lowest  duty,  woi 
have  to  subduct  in  ad\'ance  a  portion  of  his  funds  in  order  to  pay 
duties,  and  would  lose  the  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for 
the  time  the  goods  might  remain  unsold,  which  might  absorb  his  profil 
The  rich  capitalist,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  would  thus  possess  afu 
a  short  time  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  import  trade,  and  taws 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  all  would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few — a  result  wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  and 
an ti republican  in  all  its  tendencies.      The  warehousing  system  wotdd 
enable  the  importer  to  watch  the  market  and  to  select  his  own  time  for 
offering  his  goods  for  sale.     A  profitable  portion  of  thecarrj-ing  trade  in 
articles  entered  for  the  benefit  of  drawback  must  also  be  most  serioi 
affected  without  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to  reheve  the  cash  S] 
tem.     The  warehousing  system  would  afford  that  relief,  since  the 
would  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  storehouses  and  might  withi 
advancing  the  duty  reshtp  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign 
A  further  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  supersede  the  Hj-stem 
drawbacks,  thereby  effectually  protecting  the  Government  against  fmi 
as  the  right  of  debenture  would  not  attach  to  goods  after  their  withdrawal 
from  the  public  stores. 

In  revising  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  should  you  deem  it  proper 
do  so  at  your  present  session,  I  can  only  repeat  the  suggestions  and 
ommendatious  which  upon  several  occasions  I  have  heretofore  fdt  it 
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be  my  duty  to  ofifer  to  Congress.  The  great  primary  and  controlling 
interest  of  the  American  people  is  union — union  not  only  in  the  mere 
forms  pf  government,  forms  which  may  be  broken,  but  union  founded 
in  an  attachment  of  States  and  individuals  for  each  other.  This  union 
in  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  adoption  of  that 
course  of  policy  which,  neither  giving  exclusive  benefits  to  some  nor 
imposing  unnecessary  burthens  upon  others,  shall  consult  the  interests 
of  all  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moderation  and  thereby  seeking  to  harmo- 
nize public  opinion,  and  causing  the  people  everywhere  to  feel  and  to 
know  that  the  Government  is  careful  of  the  interests  of  all  alike.  Nor  is 
there  any  subject  in  regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  a  wise 
discrknination,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the  imposition  of  duties  on 
imports.  Whether  reference  be  had  to  revenue,  the  primary  object  in 
"^e  imposition  of  taxes,  or  to  the  incidents  which  necessarily  flow  from 
^^>^ir  imposition,  this  is  entirely  true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their 
^Vl  and  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind  an  hostility 
^' Vie  manufacturing  interests,  but  by  inducing  a  system  of  smuggling 
uu  an  extensive  scale  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraud  upon 
the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigilance  of  Government  can  not  effec- 
tually suppress.  An  opposite  course  of  poUcy  would  be  attended  by 
results  essentially  different,  of  which  every  interest  of  society,  and  none  ' 
more  than  those  of  the  manufacturer,  would  reap  important  advantages. 
Among  the  most  striking  of  its  benefits  would  be  that  derived  from  the 
general  acquiescence  of  the  country  in  its  support  and  the  consequent 
permanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given  to  all  the  operations  of 
industry.  It  can  not  be  too  often  repeated  that  no  system  of  legisla- 
tion can  be  wise  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  No  interest  can 
thrive  under  it.  The  prudent  capitalist  will  never  adventure  his  capital 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading  pursuit  of  life, 
if  there  exists  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  Government  will 
repeal  to-morrow  what  it  has  enacted  to-day.  Fitful  profits,  however 
high,  if  threatened  with  a  ruinous  reduction  by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the 
part  of  Government,  will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  trust  the  money  which  he 
has  acquired  by  a  life  of  labor  upon  the  uncertain  adventure.  I  therefore, 
in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other  desire  than  to 
rescue  the  great  interests  of  the  country  from  the  vortex  of  political  con- 
tention, and  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  solemn  duties  of  the  place 
which  I  now  occupy,  recommend  moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise 
discrimination  as  to  their  several  objects,  as  being  not  only  most  likely  to 
be  durable,  but  most  advantageous  to  every  interest  of  society. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  exhibits  a  very 
full  and  satisfactory  account  of  the  various  and  important  interests  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  that  oflScer.  It  is  particularly  gratifjdng  to  find 
that  the  expenditures  for  the  military  service  are  greatly  reduced  in 
amoantT-that  a  strict  system  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into  the 
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service  and  the  abuses  of  past  years  greatly  reformed.  The  fortifi) 
tious  on  our  maritime  frontier  have  been  prosecuted  with  much  vigi 
and  at  many  points  our  defenses  are  in  a  very  considerable  state  of  f 
warduess.  The  suggestions  iu  reference  to  the  estabhshment  of  n 
of  communication  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific  and  to  t!ie  s 
so  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  intermediate  c 
are  entitled  to  the  most  favorable  consideration.  While  I  would  propose 
nothing  inconsistent  with  friendly  negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of 
our  claims  in  that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  points  out  the  necessity 
of  such  measures  as  may  enable  us  to  maintain  our  rights.  The  arrange- 
ments made  for  preserving  our  neutral  relations  on  the  boundary  between 
us  and  Texas  and  keeping  in  check  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  will  be 
maintained  so  loug  as  circumstances  may  require.  For  several  yei 
angry  contentions  have  grown  out  of  the  disposition  directed  by  1, 
be  made  of  the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  Go\'ernment  in  se\eral  of  tj 
States.  The  Government  is  constituted  the  landlord,  and  the  citiz 
of  the  Stales  wherein  lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  relation  i 
unwise  one,  and  it  would  be  much  more  conducive  of  the  public  in*; 
that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should  be  made  than  that  they  should  remain  ii 
their  present  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ore  would  be  more  abun- 
dantly and  certainly  furnished  when  to  be  drawn  from  the  enterprise  and 
the  industry  of  the  proprietor  than  under  the  present  sj'slem. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  the  improvemei 
of  the  Western  waters  and  certain  prominent  harbors  on  Ibe  Lakes  n 
and  I  doubt  not  will  recei\e,  your  serious  attention.     The  great  ii 
tance  of  these  subjects  to  the  prosperity  of  the  extensive  region  r 
to  and  the  security  of  the  whole  country  in  time  of  war  can  not  t 
observation.    The  losses  of  life  and  property  which  annually  oi 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  alone  because  of  the  dangerous  obstruction 
in  the  river  make  a  lond  demand  upon  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  e 
cient  measures  for  their  removal. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\->'  will  bring  yon  acquainted  m 
that  important  branch  of  the  public  defenses.  Considering  the  aire 
vast  and  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  country,  apart  from  ) 
exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of  an  extended  seaboard,  all  tliat  relates  I 
the  Navy  is  calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  Whatever  teni 
to  add  to  its  efEciency  without  entailing  unnecessary  cluirges  t 
Treasury  is  well  worthy  of  your  serious  consideration.  It  will  be  s 
that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more  than  a  million  the  ap] 
priations  of  the  current  year  is  asked  by  the  Secretar\-.  yet  that  in 
sum  is  proposed  to  be  included  18400,000  for  the  purcliase  of  clo 
which  when  once  expended  will  be  aumially  reimbursed  by  the  s 
the  clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund  without  ai 
appropriation  to  the  same  object.  To  this  may  also  be  added  J 
asked  to  cover  the  arrearages  of  past  years  and  $250,000  in  < 
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maintain  a  competent  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  all  of  which  when 
deducted  will  reduce  the  expenditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  current  year.  While,  however,  the  expenditures  will  thus  remain 
verj'  nearly  the  same  as  of  the  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add 
greatly  to  the  operations  of  the  marine,  and  in  lieu  of  only  25  ships  in 
commission  and  but  little  in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep  with  the  same 
expenditure  41  vessels  afloat  and  to  build  12  ships  of  a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountabiUty  is  established  and  great  pains  are 
taken  to  insure  industry,  fidelity,  and  economy  in  every  department  of 
duty.  Experiments  have  been  instituted  to  test  the  quality  of  various 
materials,  particularly  copper,  iron,  and  coal,  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and 
imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  that  the  great 

'^int  which  for  several  years  has  been  so  much  desired  has  during  the 

V-'^ent  year  been  fully  accomplished.     The  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 

''^^Vt  for  current  service  have  been  brought  within  its  income  without 

^    tning  its  general  usefulness.     There  has  been  an  increase  of  revenue 

^^unf  to  $166,000  for  the  year  1842  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  is 

believed,  any  addition  having  been  made  to  the  number  of  letters  and 

newspapers  transmitted  through  the  mails.     The  post-office  laws  have 

been  honestly  administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  in  accounting 

for  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates  of  the  Department  the  moneys 

which  have  been  received.     For  the  details  of  the  service  I  refer  you  to 

the  report. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  administration  will  serve  to  convince  you  that  every  proper  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who  have  been 
called  to  the  heads  of  the  different  Departments.  The  reduction  in  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  Government  already  accomplished  furnishes 
a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of  the  public  moneys  is 
regarded  as  a  paramount  duty. 

At  peace  with  all  the  world,  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  sacredly 
maintained  and  his  rights  secured  under  political  institutions  deriving 
all  their  authority  from  the  direct  sanction  of  the  people,  with  a  soil 
fertile  almost  beyond  example  and  a  country  blessed  with  every  diversity 
of  climate  and  production,  what  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  advance 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  such  a  people?  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances this  inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  that  prob- 
ably could  be  done  for  a  people  inhabiting  such  a  country  would  be  to 
fortify  their  peace  and  security  in  the  prosecution  of  their  various  pur- 
suits by  guarding  them  against  invasion  from  without  and  violence  from 
within.  The  rest  for  the  greater  part  might  be  left  to  their  own  energy 
and  enterprise.  The  chief  embarrassments  which  at  the  moment  exhibit 
themselves  have  arisen  from  overaction,  and  the  most  difficult  task 
which  remains  to  be  accomplished  is  that  of  correcting  and  overcoming 
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its  effects.  Between  the  years  1S33  atid  183S  additions  were  made  to 
bank  capital  and  batik  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designed  for  circu- 
lation, to  an  extent  enormously  great.  The  question  seemed  to  be  not 
how  the  best  currency  could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  {great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  put  in  circulation.  Thus  a  ^-ast 
amount  of  what  was  called  money — since  for  the  time  being  it  answered 
the  purposes  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  country,  an  o\-erissue  which 
was  attended,  as  a  necessan.-  consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of 
the  prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a  speculative  mania 
all  over  the  country,  and  has  finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  States  and  individuals,  the  prostration  of  public  and  pri^-ate 
credit,  a  depreciation  in  the  market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate, 
and  has  left  large  districts  of  country  almost  entirely  wilhont  auj* 
dilating  medium.  In  %*iew  of  the  fact  that  in  1S30  the  whole 
note  circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted  to  but  $61,323.8] 
according  to  the  Treasun,'  statements,  and  that  an  addition  had 
made  thereto  of  the  enormous  sum  of  $88,cxio,ooo  in  seven  years 

circulation  on  the  i.st  of  January.  1837,  being  stated  at  $149.185/6, 

aided  by  the  great  facilities  afforded  in  obtaining  loans  from  European 
capitalists,  who  were  seized  with  the  same  speculative  mania  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  United  States,  and  the  large  importations  of  funds  from 
abroad — the  result  of  slock  sales  and  loans — no  one  can  l>e  surprised  at 
the  apparent  but  unsubstantial  slate  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  as  little  cause  of  surprise  should  be  fell  at  ihe 
present  prostration  of  e\'erything  and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so 
many  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal  from  circulation  of 
so  large  an  amount  of  bank  issues  since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  believed, 
the  amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar  period  antecedent 
to  1837 — it  ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  such  extensive 
shipwreck  should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes  or  that  difficul- 
ties should  exist  in  meeting  their  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  debtor 
States;  apart  from  which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  immense 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  numerous  banks,  itis  less  a  matter 
of  surprise  ihat  insolvency  should  have  visited  many  of  our  fellow- 
<fitizens  than  that  so  many  should  have  escaped  the  blighting  influences 
of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths  and  with  an  ardent  d< 
to  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  country,  1  fell  it  to  be  my  Aal' 
cause  to  be  submitted  to  you  at  the  commencement  of  your  last 
the  plan  of  an  exchequer,  the  whole  power  and  duty  of  matutait 
which  in  purity  and  vigor  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  representati' 
the  people  and  the  Stales,  and  therefore  virtually  by  the  peojjle  tl 
sel\'es.     It  was  proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direction 
Treasury'  iKwrd  to  consist  of  three  commissioners.  «lio«:  duty  it  si 
be  to  see  that  the  law  of  it£  creation  was  faithfully  executed  and 
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the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  at  all  times  con- 
vertible into  gold  and  silver  should  be  attained.  The  board  thus  consti- 
tuted was  given  as  much  permanency  as  could"  be  imparted  to  it  without 
endangering  the  proper  share  of  responsibility  which  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.  In  order  to  insure  all  the  advantages  of  a  well-matured 
experience,  the  commissioners  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  respective 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years,  thereby  securing  at  all  times  in  the 
management  of  the  exchequer  the  services  of  two  men  of  experience;  and 
to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect  independence  of  mind 
and  action  it  was  provided  that  their  removal  should  only  take  place  for 
actual  incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be  followed  by  the  Pres- 
ident with  an  exposition  of  the  causes  of  such  removal,  should  it  occur. 
It  was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each  of  the  States, 
under  the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  power  of  removal,  which, 
with  the  central  board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  And  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound  paper  medium  of  exchange 
the  exchequer  should  retain  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  $5,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  apart  as  required  by  its  opera- 
tions, and  to  pay  the  pubHc  creditor  at  his  own  option  either  in  specie  or 
Treasury  notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  $5  nor  exceeding  $100, 
which  notes  should  be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue,  and  to  be 
receivable  at  all  times  and  ever3rwhere  in  payment  of  Government  dues, 
with  a  restraint  upon  such  issue  of  bills  that  the  same  should  not  exceed 
the  maximum  of  $15,000,000.  In  order  to  guard  against  all  the  haz- 
ards incident  to  fluctuations  in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested  with  authority  to  issue  $5,000,000  of  Government  stock,  should 
the  same  at  any  time  be  regarded  as  necessary  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which  might  be  thrown  into 
circulation;  thus  in  fact  making  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  of  exchequer 
bills  rest  substantially  on  $10,000,000,  and  keeping  in  circulation  never 
more  than  one  and  one-half  dollars  for  every  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this 
it  is  added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  receivable  in  Govern- 
ment dues,  but  that  the  Government  itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ulti- 
mate redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the  paper  which  the 
exchequer  would  furnish  would  readily  enter  into  general  circulation 
and  be  maintained  at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
thereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  the  age  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  In  order  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses  of  the 
plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  exchequer  with  the  limited  authority 
to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  (unless  prohibited  by  the  State  in  which  an 
agency  might  be  situated)  having  only  thirty  days  to  run  and  resting  on  a 
fair  and  bona  fide  basis.  The  legislative  will  on  this  point  might  be  so 
plainly  announced  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for  partiality  or  favoritism. 
It  was  furthermore  proposed  to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority 
to  reodve  on  deposit  to  a  limited  amount  the  specie  funds-of  individuals 
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and  to  grant  certificates  therefor  to  be  redeemed  on  presentati 
tile  idea,  which  is  beheved  to  be  well  founded,  that  such  certificates  woi 
come  in  aid  of  the  exchequer  bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  pa] 
circulation.     Or  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings  in  exchange 
exchequer  shonld  be  authorized  not  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual 
dejxjsilsof  specie,  but,  for  specie  or  its  equivalent,  to  sell  drafts,  charging 
therefor  a  small  but  reasonable  premium,  I  can  not  doubt  but  that  the 
benefits  of  the  law  would  be  speedily  manifested  in  tllere^■i^■aI  of  thecredit, 
trade,  and  business  of  the  whole  country.     Entertaining  this  opinion,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  urge  its  adoption  upon  Congress  by  reference  to  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  interests,  with  such  alterations 
its  details  as  Congress  may  in  its  wisdom  see  fit  to  make. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  proposed  alteration  and  amendment  of 
laws  establishing  the  Treasury  Department  has  encountered  various  obj< 
tions,  and  that  among  others  it  has  been  proclaimed  a  Government  li 
of  fearful  and  dangerous  import.     It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  it 
extraordinary  power.      It  purports  to  do  no  more  than  pay  the  debts  of 
the  Government  with  the  redeemable  paper  of  the  Government,  in  wliich 
respect  it  accomplishes  precisely  what  the  Treasury  does  daily  al  this  time 
in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the  Treasury  notes  which  under  law  it 
is  authorized  to  issue.     It  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinarj-  bank,  as 
it  furnishes  no  profits  to  private  stockholders  and  lends  no.  capital  X\ 
individuals.     If  it  be  objected  to  as  a  Government  bank  and  the  obj< 
tion  be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasiir>' 
repealed  and  the  capacity  of  the  Government  to  collect  wliat  is  due  to 
or  pay  what  it  owes  be  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  the  proposed  exchequer,  and  surely  if 
the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose  so  essential  it  affords  a  sound  cii 
ing  medium  to  the  country  and  facilities  to  trade  it  should  be  regai 
as  no  slight  recommendation  of  it  to  public  consideration.     Pro] 
guarded  by  the  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous  evil, 
can  any  abuse  arise  under  it  but  such  as  the  Legislature  itself  will 
answerable  for  if  it  be  tolerated,  since  il  is  but  the  creature  of  the  lai 
and  is  susceptible  at  all  limes  of  modification,  amendment,  or  repeal  at 
the  pleasure  of  Congress,     I  know  that  it  has  been  objected  that  the 
system  would  be  Uable  to  be  abused  by  the  Legislature,  by  whom  alone 
it  could  be  abused,  in  the  party  conflicts  of  tlie  day:  that  such 
would  manifest  itself  in  a  change  of  the  law  which  would  authorize 
excessive  issue  of  paper  for  the  purpose  of  inflating  prices  and  wii 
popular  favor.     To  tliat  it  may  be  answered  that  tlie  ascription  of 
a  motive  to  Congress  is  altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible. 
theor>-  of  our  institutions  would  lead  tis  to  a  different  conclu^on.     1 
perfect  security  against  a  proceeding  so  reckless  would  be  found  to 
in  the  very  nature  of  Things,     The  political  party  which  should  be  so 
to  the  true  interests  of  the  coimtry  as  to  resort  to  such  an  ex] 
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would  inevitably  meet  with  final  overthrow  in  the  fact  that  the  moment 
the  paper  ceased  to  be  convertible  into  specie  or  otherwise  promptly 
redeemed  it  would  become  worthless,  and  would  in  the  end  dishonor  the 
Government,  involve  the  people  in  ruin  and  such  political  party  in  hope- 
less disgrace.  At  the  same  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  furnishing  any  currency  other  than  that  of  the  precious  metals; 
for  if  the  Government  itself  can  not  forego  the  temptation  of  excessive 
paper  issues  what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations  upon  whom  the 
temptations  of  individual  aggrandizement  would  most  strongly  operate? 
The  people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themselves  for  any  injury 
that  might  arise  from  a  course  so  reckless,  since  their  agents  would  be 
the  wrongdoers  and  they  the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currency — first,  gold  and 
silver;  second,  the  paper  of  State  institutions;  or,  third,  a  representative 
of  the  precious  metals  provided  by  the  General  Government  or  under  its 
authority.  The  subtreasury  system  rejected  the  last  in  any  form,  and 
as  it  was  believed  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  local 
institutions  for  the  purposes  of  general  circulation  it  necessarily  and  una- 
voidably adopted  specie  as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  own  use;  and 
this  must  ever  be  the  case  unless  one  of  the  other  kinds  be  used.  The 
choice  in  the  present  state  of  pubUc  sentiment  lies  between  an  exclusive 
specie  currency  on  the  one  hand  and  Government  issues  of  some  kind  on 
the  other.  That  these  issues  can  not  be  made  by  a  chartered  institu- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  conclusively  settled.  They  must  be  made,  then, 
directly  by  Government  agents.  For  several  years  past  they  have  been 
thus  made  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable 
purpose.  Their  usefulness  has  been  limited  by  their  being  transient  and 
temporary;  their  ceasing  to  bear  interest  at  given  periods  necessarily 
causes  their  speedy  return  and  thus  restricts  their  range  of  circulation, 
and  being  used  only  in  the  disbursements  of  Government  they  can  not 
reach  those  points  where  they  are  most  required.  By  rendering  their 
use  permanent,  to  the  moderate  extent  already  mentioned,  by  offering 
no  inducement  for  their  return  and  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute  to  a  certain  extent  the  general  cur- 
rency so  much  needed  to  maintain  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
And  this  is  the  exchequer  plan  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in  furnishing  a 
currency. 

I  can  not  forego  the  occasion  to  urge  its  importance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Government  in  a  financial  point  of  view.  The  great  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  every  proper  and  becoming  expedient  in  order  to  place  the  Treas- 
ury on  a  footing  of  the  highest  respectability  is  entirely  obvious.  The 
credit  of  the  Government  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself — ^a  principle  of  vitality  without  which  all  its  movements 
are  languid  and  all  its  operations  embarrassed.  In  this  spirit  the  Exec- 
utive felt  itself  bound  by  the  most  imperative  sense  of  duty  to  submit 
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to  Congress  at  its  last  session  the  propriety  of  making  a  specific  pl< 
of  the  laud  fund  as  the  basis  for  the  negotiation  of  the  loans  authorized 
to  be  contracted.  I  then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  the  pubhc 
domain  would  without  doubt  have  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Go\-em- 
ment  ample  funds  to  relieve  the  Treasurj-  from  the  temporarj-  embarrass- 
ments underwhich  it  labored.  American  credit  has  suffered  a  considerable 
shock  in  Europe  from  the  large  indebtedness  of  the  States  and  the  tempo- 
rary inabihty  of  some  of  them  to  meet  the  interest  on  their  debts.  The 
utter  and  disastrous  prostration  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Peiins>'l- 
vania  had  contributed  largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  of  distrust  by 
reason  of  the  loss  and  ruin  sustained  by  the  holders  of  its  stock,  a  Urge 
portion  of  whom  were  foreigners  and  many  of  whom  were  alike  ignorant 
of  our  political  organization  and  of  our  actual  responsibihties. 

It  was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Executive  that  in  the  effort  to  nego- 
tiate the  loan  abroad  the  American  negotiator  might  be  able  to  point  the 
money  lender  tothe  fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  any  loan  he  might  contract,  and  thereby  vindicate  the 
Government  from  all  suspicion  of  bad  faith  or  inability  to  meet  its 
engagements.  Congress  differed  from  the  Executive  in  this  \'iew  of  the 
subject.  It  became,  nevertheless,  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  resort 
to  every  expedient  in  its  power  to  do  so. 

After  a  failure  in  the  American  market  a  citizen  of  high  character  and 
talent  was  sent  to  Europe,  with  no  better  success;  and  thus  the  mortify- 
ing spectacle  has  been  presented  of  the  inability  of  this  Government  to 
obtain  a  loan  so  small  as  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  its  ordinary  annual  income,  at  a  time  when  the  Governments  of 
Europe,  although  involved  in  debt  and  with  their  subjects  heav-ily  bur- 
thened  vrith  taxation,  readily  obtained  loans  of  any  amount  at  a  greatly 
reduced  rate  of  interest.  It  would  be  unprofitable  to  look  further  into 
this  anomalous  state  of  things,  but  I  can  not  conclude  without  adding 
that  for  a  Government  which  has  paid  off  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the 
largest  maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owing  a  debt  which  is  almost 
next  to  nothing  when  compared  with  its  boundless  resources — a  Govern- 
ment the  strongest  in  the  world,  because  emanating  from  the  popular  will 
and  firmly  rooted  in  the  affections  of  a  great  and  free  people,  and  whose 
fidelity  to  its  engagements  has  never  been  questioned — for  such  a  Gov- 
ernment to  have  tendered  to  the  capitalists  of  other  countries  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  small  investment  in  its  stock,  and  yet  to  lia\'e  failed,  implies 
either  the  most  unfounded  distrust  in  its  good  faith  or  a  piu^xise  to  obtain 
which  the  course  pursued  is  the  most  fatal  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious  to  all  men  that  the  Government  must  look  to 
its  own  means  for  supplying  its  wants,  and  it  is  consoling  to  know  that 
these  means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object.  The  exchequer, 
if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in  bringing  about  this  result.  Upon  what 
I  regard  as  a  well-founded  supposition  that  its  bills  would  be  readily 
sought  for  by  the  public  creditors  and  that  the  issue  would  in  s  short 
time  reach  the  maximum  of  $15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  $10,000,000 
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would  thereby  be  added  to  the  available  means  of  the  Treasury  without 
cost  or  charge.  Nor  can  I  fail  to  urge  the  great  and  beneficial  effects 
which  would  be  produced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pursuits  of  life.  Its 
effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it  would  force  into  liquida- 
tion those  of  an  opposite  character  through  its  weekly  settlements,  would 
be  highly  beneficial;  and  with  the  advantages  of  a  sound  currency  the 
restoration  of  confidence  and  credit  would  follow  with  a  numerous  train 
of  blessings.  My  convictions  are  most  strong  tliat  these  benefits  would 
flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure;  but  if  the  result  should  be  adverse 
there  is  this  security  in  connection  with  it — that  the  law  creating  it  may 
be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  without  the  slightest  impli- 
cation of  its  good  faith. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
reimbursing  a  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  and  defense  of  that  city,  and  paid  by  him.  Without 
designing  any  reflection  on  the  judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine, 
the  remission  at  this  day  may  be  regarded  as  not  unjust  or  inexpedient. 
The  voige  of  the  civil  authority  was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms  and 
obeyed  by  those  who  held  the  sword,  thereby  giving  additional  luster  to 
a  memorable  military  achievement.  If  the  laws  were  offended,  their 
majesty  was  fully  vindicated;  and  although  the  penalty  incurred  and  paid 
is  worthy  of  little  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  it  would  be  gratifjring  to  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  retire- 
ment and  in  the  winter  of  his  days,  to  be  relieved  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  judgment  placed  him.  There  are  cases  in  which  pub- 
lic ftmctionaries  may  be  called  on  to  weigh  the  public  interest  against 
their  own  personal  hazards,  and  if  the  civil  law  be  violated  froin  praise- 
worthy motives  or  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and  public  neces- 
sity punishment  may  well  be  restrained  within  that  limit  which  asserts 
and  maintains  the  authority  of  the  law  and  the  subjection  of  the  military 
to  the  dvil  power.  The  defense  of  New  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city 
from  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  General  Jackson  among 
those  of  the  greatest  captains  of  the  age  and  illustrated  one  of  the 
brightest  pages  of  our  history.  Now  that  the  causes  of  excitement  exist- 
ing at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is  believed  that  the  remission 
of  this  fine  and  whatever  of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  the 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  general  feeling  and  wishes  of  the  American  people. 

I  have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  acquitted  myself  of  my  duty  under  the  Con- 
stitution by  laying  before  you  as  succinctly  as  I  have  been  able  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to  measures  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  country.  The  executive  will  most  zealously  unite  its  efforts 
with  those  of  the  legislative  department  in  the  accomplishment  of  all  that 
i§  reqtdred  to  relieve  the  wants  of  a  common  constituency  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country.  JOHN  TYLER 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington  City,  December  ij,  184.2, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  hereby  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  accompan5dng  documents.*  TOHN  TYLER 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

« 

Washington,  December  14,,  1842. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  recently  concluded  with  the  Chip- 
pewa Indians  of  the  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior,  with  communications 
from  the  War  Department  in  relation  thereto,  and  ask  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  14,  1842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  recently  concluded  with  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians,  with  communications  from  the  War  Department  in  relation 
thereto,  and  ask  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  ratification 
of  the  said  treaty.  ^^^^  TYI.ER. 

Washington,  December  23,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  22d  instant,  requesting  me  "to 
inform  the  Senate  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  *  the  informal  communica- 
tions'  which  took  place  between  the  American  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  special  minister  during  the  late  negotiations  in  Washington 
City  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,"  and  also  to 
inform  the  Senate  what  were  the  reasons  which  prevented  * '  any  agree- 
ment upon  the  subject  at  present"  and  which  made  it  *' inexpedient  to 
include  that  subject  among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

In  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, in  adverting  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  north  latitude,  a  port  of  which 

*  Communication  from  Commodore  Charles  W.  Morgan,  commanding  the  United  Stales  navat 
forces  in  the  Mediterranean,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  differences  with  Motoooo;  trinthiHon  of 
a  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocoo,  etc 
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is  claimed  by  fireat  Britain,  I  remarked  that  "in  advance  of  the  acquire- 
ment of  individual  rights  to  these  lands  sound  policy  dictates  that  every 
effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the  two  Governments  to  settle  their 
respective  claims,*'  and  also  stated  that  I  should  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britain  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement.  Measures  have 
been  already  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  thus  expressed,  and 
under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  deem  it  consistent  with  the  public 
interest  to  make  any  communication  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  23,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  *  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  2 2d 

^^^°^*  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  2g,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  t  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
27th  instant.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  jo,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  December,  I  trans- 
mit herewith  the  accompanying  letter  J  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  statement  thereto  appended  from  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and 
Construction.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  jo,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  recently  taken  place  between  certain  agents  of  the  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  condition  of  those  islands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest,  which 

•  stating  that  the  special  minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  no  proposition, 
informal  or  otherwiae,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  assumption  or 
guaranty  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders  of  said  debts. 

t Transmitting  correspondence  between  the  United  States  minister  at  London  and  the  British 
Government  in  relation  to  certain  slaves  taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Hrrmosa  and  lib- 
erated by  the  authorities  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

I  Relating  to  the  strength  and  expense  of  maintaining  the  African  Squadron  under  the  late 
British  treaty,  the  number  of  guns  it  is  expected  to  have  afloat  in  the  United  States  Navy  during 
1843,  and  Uie  cflUmated  expense  of  the  naval  establishment  for  1843. 
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is  increasing  by  every  successive  proof  that  their  inhabitants  are  "is^ing 
progress  in  civilization  and  becoming  more  and  more  competent  to  n 
tain  regular  and  orderly  civil  government.  They  lie  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
much  nearer  to  this  continent  than  the  other,  and  have  become  an  impor- 
tant place  for  the  refitment  and  prmTsioning  of  American  and  Enropean 
vessels. 

Owing  to  their  locality  and  to  the  course  of  the  winds  which  prevail  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world,  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  the  stopping  place  for 
almost  all  vessels  passing  from  continent  to  continent  across  tlie  Pacific 
Ocean.  They  are  especially  resorted  to  by  the  great  number  of  vessels 
of  the  Vnited  States  ivhich  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fisherj-  in  those 
seas.  The  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts  and  the  amount  of  property 
omied  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  which  are  found  in  those  islands 
in  the  course  of  the  jear  are  Stated  probably  with  sufficient  accuracy  in 
the  letter  of  tlie  agents. 

Just  emerging  from  a  state  of  barbarism,  the  Government  of  the  islands 
is  as  yet  feeble,  but  its  dispositions  appear  to  be  just  and  pacific,  and  it 
seems  anxious  to  improve  the  condition  of  its  people  by  the  introduction 
of  knowledge,  of  religious  and  moral  institutions,  means  of  education,  and 
the  arts  of  civilized  life. 

It  can  not  but  be  in  conformity  with  the  interest  and  wishes  of  the 
Government  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  this  community, 
thus  exi.sting  in  the  midst  of  a  ^-ast  expanse  of  ocean,  should  be  respected 
and  all  its  rights  strictly  and  conscientiously  regarded;  and  this  must 
also  be  the  true  interest  of  all  other  commercial  states.  Far  remote  from 
the  dominions  of  European  powers,  its  growth  and  prosperity  as  an  inde- 
pendent statt;  may  yet  be  in  a  high  degree  useful  to  all  whose  trat^ 
is  extended  to  those  regions;  while  its  near  approach  to  this  contii 
and  the  intercourse  which  American  vessels  have  ivith  it,  such  vi 
constituting  five-sixths  of  all  which  annually  visit  it,  could  not  but 
dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  at  any  attempt  by  anol 
power,  should  such  attempt  be  threatened  or  feared,  lo  take  possession 
the  islands,  colonize  them,  and  subvert  the  native  Government.  Coi 
ering,  therefore,  that  the  United  States  possesses  so  large  a  sliare  of 
intercourse  with  thase  islands,  it  is  deemed  not  imfit  to  make  the  declara- 
tion that  their  Government  seeks,  nevertheless,  no  peculiar  advantages, 
no  exclusive  control  over  the  Ha\vaiian  Government,  but  is  content  with 
its  independent  existence  and  anxiousJy  vi-ishes  for  its  security  and  pros- 
perity. Its  forbearance  in  this  respect  nnder  the  circumstancts  of  the 
very  large  intercourse  of  their  citizens  with  the  islands  wo>uId  y 
this  Government,  should  events  hereafter  arise  to  require  it,  in  mat 
a  decided  remonstrance  against  the  adoption  of  an  opposite  policy  by 
other  power.  Under  the  circumstances  I  recommend  to  Congress  lo 
vide  for  a  moderate  allowance  to  be  made  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
sul  residing  there,  that  in  a  Govertuneut  so  new  and  a  couutry  90 
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American  citizens  may  have  respectable  authority  to  which  to  apply  for 
redress  in  case  of  injury  to  their  persons  and  property,  and  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  country  may  also  make  known  any  acts  committed 
by  American  citizens  of  which  it  may  think  it  has  a  r;ght  to  complain. 

Events  of  considerable  importance  have  recently  transpired  in  China. 
The  military  operations  carried  on  against  that  Empire  by  the  English 
Government  have  been  terminated  by  a  treaty,  according  to  the  terms  of 
which  four  important  ports  hitherto  shut  against  foreign  commerce  are 
to  be  open  to  British  merchants,  viz,  Amoy,  Foo-Choo-Foo,  Ningpo,  and 
Chinghai.  It  can  not  but  be  interesting  to  the  mercantile  interest  of  the 
United  States,  whose  intercourse  with  China  at  the  single  port  of  Canton 
has  already  become  so  considerable,  to  ascertain  whether  these  other 
ports  now  open  to  British  commerce  are  to  remain  shut,  nevertheless, 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  between  the 
Chinese  Government  and  the  British  commissioner  provides  neither  for 
the  admission  nor  the  exclusion  of  the  ships  of  other  nations.  It  would 
seem,  therefore;  that  it  remains  with  every  other  nation  having  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  China  to  seek  to  make  proper  arrangements  for 
itself  with  the  Government  of  that  Empire  in  this  respect. 

The  importations  into  the  United  States  from  China  are  known  to  be 
large,  having  amounted  in  some  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
tables,  to  $9,000,000.  The  exports,  too,  from  the  United  States  to  China 
constitute  an  interesting  and  growing  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. It  appears  that  in  the  year  1841,  in  the  direct  trade  between  the 
two  countries,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $715,000  in  domestic  produce  and  $485,000  in  foreign  merchandise. 
But  the  whole  amount  of  American  produce  which  finally  reaches  China 
and  is  there  consumed  is  not  comprised  in  these  tables,  which  show  only 
the  direct  trade.  Many  vessels  with  American  products  on  board  sail 
with  a  primary  destination  to  other  countries,  but  ultimately  dispose  of 
more  or  less  of  their  cargoes  in  the  port  of  Canton. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  Chinese  character 
are  well  known.  An  Empire  supposed  to  contain  300,000,000  subjects, 
fertile  in  various  rich  products  of  the  earth,  not  without  the  knowledge 
of  letters  and  of  many  arts,  an(f  with  large  and  expensive  accommoda- 
tions for  internal  intercourse  and  traffic,  has  for  ages  sought  to  exclude 
the  visits  of  strangers  and  foreigners  from  its  dominions,  and  has  assumed 
for  itself  a  superiority  over  all  other  nations.  Events  appear  likely  to 
break  down  and  soften  this  spirit  of  nonintercourse  and  to  bring  China 
ere  long  into  the  relations  which  usually  subsist  between  civilized  states. 
She  has  agreed  in  the  treaty  with  England  that  correspondence  between 
the  agents  of  the  two  Governments  shall  be  on  equal  terms — a  concession 
which  it  is  hardly  probable  will  hereafter  be  withheld  from  other  nations. 

It  is  true  that  the  cheapness  of  labor  among  the  Chinese,  their  ingenuity 
in  its  application,  and  the  fixed  character  of  their  habits  and  pursuits 
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may  discourage  the  hope  of  the  opening  of  any  great  and  sudden  d 
for  the  fabrics  of  other  countries.  But  experience  proves  that  the 
productions  of  western  nations  find  a  market  to  some  extent  amoag 
the  Chinese:  Ibat  tliat  market,  so  far  as  respects  the  productions  of  the 
United  States,  although  it  has  considerably  varied  in  successi\'e  sea- 
sons, has  on  the  whole  more  than  doubled  within  the  last  ten  years;  aud 
it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  opening  of  several  new  and  important 
ports  connected  with  parts  of  the  Empire  heretofore  seldom  \-isited  by 
Europeans  or  Americans  would  exercise  a  favorable  influence  upon  the 
demand  for  such  productions. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  immediate  establishment  of  correspondent 
embassies  and  missions  or  the  permanent  residence  of  diplomatic  func- 
tionaries with  full  powers  of  each  country  at  the  Cotul  of  the  otber  is 
contemplated  between  England  and  Chiua,  although,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  it  has  been  stipulated  that  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries shall  hereafter  be  ou  equal  terms.  An  ambassador  or  envoy  extraor- 
dinary' and  minister  plenipotentiary  can  only  be  accredited,  according  to 
the  usages  of  western  nations,  to  the  head  or  sovereign  of  the  state,  and 
it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  Court  of  Pekiu  is  yet  prepared  to  con- 
form to  these  usages  so  far  as  to  receive  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
reade  near  it. 

Being  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States  connected  ivith  China  require  at  the  present  moment  a  degree  of 
attention  and  vigilance  such  as  there  is  no  agent  of  this  Government  on 
the  spot  to  Ijestow,  1  recommend  to  Congress  to  make  appropriation  for 
the  compensation  of  a  commissioner  to  reside  in  China  to  exercise  a  watch- 
ful care  o\er  the  concerns  of  American  citizens  and  for  the  protecliou  of 
their  persons  and  property,  empowered  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  local 
authorities,  and  ready,  under  instructions  from  his  Government,  should 
such  instructions  become  necessary  and  proper  hereafter,  to  address  him- 
self to  the  high  functionaries  of  the  Empire,  or  through  them  to  tbe 
Emperor  himself. 

It  will  not  escape  the  obsen*ation  of  Congress  that  in  order  to  sectire 
the  important  object  of  any  sudi  measure  a  citizen  of  much  intelligei 
and  weight  of  character  should  be  employed  on  such  agency,  aud  t 
secure  the  ser\Hces  of  such  an  individual  a  compensation  should  tie  n 
corresponding  with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  miseioo. 

JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  December  31,  1S42A 
To  the  Hmtse  of  Represenlalives: 

In  corai>liance  with  your  resolution  of  the  12th  of  February, 
requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representati\'e:ii  lite  d 
tneute  aud  other  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  r 
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claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government  of  Hayti,  I 
now  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  ^^^^  TYLER. 


Washington, /<:i«warj/  p,  184.3, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  of  December,  in 
the  following  terms: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  if  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  whether  the  quintuple  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  has  been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  any  form 
whatever,  and,  if  so,  by  whom,  for  what  purpose,  and  what  answer  may  have  been 
returned  to  such  communication.  Also  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  infor- 
mation which  may  have  been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
going  to  show  that  the  ^^ course  which  this  Government  might  take  in  relation  to 
said  treaty  has  excited  no  small  degree  of  attention  and  discussion  in  Europe. ' '  Also 
to  inform  the  Senate  how  far  the  "  warm  animadversions^^  and  the  ^^  great  political 
excitement ''^  which  this  treaty  has  caused  in  Europe  have  any  application  or  refer- 
ence  to  the  United  States.  Also  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger  there  was  that 
*^the  laws  and  the  obligations''*  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade  would  be  *^ executed  by  others^*'  if  we  did  not  **  remove  the  pre- 
text  and  motive  for  violating  our  flag  and  executing  our  laws''  by  entering  into 
the  stipulations  for  the  African  squadron  and  the  remonstrating  embassies  which 
are  contained  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty.  Also  that 
the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  correspondence  with 
our  ministers  abroad  relating  to  the  foregoing  points  of  inquiry.  Also  that  the 
President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  such  information  upon 
the  negotiation  of  the  African  squadron  articles  as  will  show  the  origin  of  such  arti- 
cles and  the  history  and  prog^ress  of  their  formation. 

I  informed  the  Senate,  in  the  message  transmitting  the  treaty  with 
England  of  the  9th  of  August  last,  that  no  application  or  re;quest  had 
been  made  to  this  Government  to  become  a  party  to  the  quintuple  treaty. 
Agents  of  the  Government  abroad,  regarding  the  signature  of  that  treaty 
as  a  poHtical  occurrence  of  some  importance,  obtained,  unofficially,  copies 
of  it,  and  transmitted  those  copies  to  the  Department  of  State,  as  other 
inteUigence  is  communicated  for  the  information  of  the  Government. 
The  treaty  has  Jiot  been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  from  any  other  quarter,  in  any  other  manner,  or  for  any  other 
purpose. 

The  next  request  expressed  in  the  resolution  is  in  these  words: 

Also  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  information  which  may  have  been 
received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  going  to  show  that  the  "course 
which  this  Government  might  take  in  relation  to  said  treaty  has  excited  no  vSmall 
degree  of  attention  and  discussion  in  Europe."  Also  to  inform  the  Senate  how  far 
the  "warm  animadversions'*  and  the  "great  political  excitement"  which  this  treaty 
has  caused  in  Europe  have  any  application  or  reference  to  the  United  States. 
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The  words  quoted  in  tbis  part  of  the  resolution  appear  to  be  taken 
from  my  message  above  mentioned.     In  that  communication  1  said: 

No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  tbis  Government  to  become  a  paiij  to 
this  treaty,  but  the  courw  it  might  take  in  regard  to  it  has  excited  no  small  ilegree 
of  attention  and  discussion  in  Europe,  as  the  principle  upoa  which  it  is  fotinded 
and  the  stipulations  which  it  contains  have  caused  warm  animadveraioiis  and  great 
political  excitement. 

In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  I  endeav- 
ored to  state  the  principles  which  tbis  Goveminent  supports  respecting  the  right  of 
search  and  the  immunity  of  flags.  Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles  fnlly, 
at  the  same  time  that  existing  obligations  should  be  fulfilled,  I  have  thought  it  most 
consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country  that  it  should  execute  its  own 
laws  and  perform  its  own  obligations  by  its  own  means  and  its  own  power.  The 
examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation  by  the  craiaers 
of  another  for  any  purposes  except  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of 
nations,  under  whatever  restraints  or  regulations  it  may  take  place,  way  lead  to 
dangerous  results.  It  is  far  better  by  other  means  to  supersede  any  supposed  neces- 
sity or  any  motive  for  such  examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  tnerchajit 
vessel  by  an  armed  cruiser  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch  the  point  of 
national  honor  as  well  as  \>i  aSect  the  interests  of  individuab.  It  has  been  thought, 
therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  but  at  the  same  time  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  others  for  violat- 
ing the  immunities  of  the  American  flag  upon  the  seas  as  they  exist  and  are  defined 
by  the  law  of  nations,  to  enter  into  the  articles  now  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  treaty  which  I  now  submit  to  you  proposes  no  alteration,  mitigation,  or  modi- 
fication of  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations.  Il  provides  simply  that  each  of  the  two 
Governments  shall  maintain  on  the  coa&t  of  Africa  a  sufficient  squadron  to  enforce, 
separately  and  respectively,  the  laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of  the  two  countries 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

These  opinion.s  were  expressed  by  lue  officially  tipon  the  occadon  oi 
making  to  the  Senate  a  communication  of  very  great  importance.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  the  acctiracy  of  this  general  statement  can  be  doubted 
by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  debates  of  pubHc  bodies  in  Hurope, 
the  productions  of  the  press,  and  the  other  modes  by  which  public  opin- 
ion is  manifested  in  an  enlightened  age.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
excited  attention  to  public  and  national  transactions  or  general  political 
discussions  in  Europe  on  subjects  open  to  all  the  world  are  known  only 
in  consequence  of  private  information  communicated  to  the  Govemnient, 
and  feeling  a  strong  persuasion  that  it  would  be  improper  in  the  Exectl- 
tivc  to  go  into  any  discussion  or  argument  upon  such  a  subject  with  th« 
Senate.  I  have  no  further  remarks  to  make  upon  this  part  of  the  inquiry^ 

The  third  inquirj-  is: 

What  danger  there  was  that  "the  laws  and  the  obligations"  of  the  United  SUM 
in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  would  he  "executed  by  others" 
we  do  not  "  remove  Ihe  pretext  and  motive  for  violating  our  flag  and  execnting  our 
laws." 

I  have  already  quoted  from  the  message  the  entire  paragrapli  to  a 
part  of  which  this  portion  of  the  inqnir>-  is  supposed  to  refer. 
As  to  the  danger  there  was  that  the  laws  and  the  oUigations  of  tbe 
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United  States  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  would  be 
executed  by  others  if  we  did  not  remove  the  pretext  and  motive  for 
violating  our  flag  and  provide  for  executing  our  laws,  I  might  say  that 
this  depends  upon  notorious  facts  and  occurrences,  of  which  the  evidence 
has  been  in  various  forms  before  the  country  and  all  the  branches  of  the 
Government. 

When  I  came  to  occupy  the  Executive  chair  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  numerous  complaints  which  had  been  made  on  account  of  alleged 
interruptions  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  by  British  cruisers  on  the  ground  of  their  being  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade.  I  could  not  be  ignorant,  at  the  same  time,  of  the 
well-grounded  suspicions  which  pervaded  the  country  that  some  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  engaged  in  that  odious  and  unlawful  traflfic.  There  were 
two  dangers,  then,  to  be  guarded  against — the  one,  that  this  traffic  would 
continue  to  be  carried  on  in  American  ships,  and  perhaps  much  increased, 
unless  some  new  and  vigorous  effort  should  be  made  for  its  suppression; 
the  other,  that  acquiescence  in  the  capture  of  American  vessels,  notorious 
slave  dealers,  by  British  cruisers  might  give  countenance  to  seizures  and 
detentions  of  vessels  lawfully  employed  on  light  or  groundless  suspi- 
cions. And  cases  had  arisen  under  the  administration  of  those  who  pre- 
ceded me  well  calculated  to  show  the  extent -and  magnitude  of  this  latter 
danger;  and  believing  that  very  serious  consequences  might  in  time  grow 
out  of  the  obvious  tendency  and  progress  of  things,  I  feU  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  arrest  that  progress,  to  rescue  the  immunity  of  the  American  flag  from 
the  danger  which  hung  over  it,  and  to  do  this  by  recommending  such 
a  provision  for  the  execution  of  our  own  laws  as  should  remove  all 
pretense  for  the  interference  of  others. 

Among  the  occurrences  to  which  I  have  alluded,  it  may  be  useful  to 
particularize  one  case. 

The  schooner  Catharine,  an  American  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  was  seized  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  British  cruiser 
called  the  Dolphin  and  brought  into  the  port  of  New  York  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1839.  Upon  being  brought  into  port,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  esq., 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  appeared  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  that  district 
and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States  libeled  the  schooner, 
her  apparel  and  furniture,  for  a  violation  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
passed  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  The  schooner  l)eing  ar- 
rested by  the  usual  process  in  such  cases  and  possession  taken  of  her  from 
the  hands  of  the  British  captors  by  oflficers  of  the  United  States,  the 
cause  proceeded,  and  by  a  decree  of  the  circuit  court  in  Decemljer,  1840, 
a  forfeiture  was  pronounced.  From  this  decree  an  appeal  was  taken, 
which  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  true  that  in  another  case,  that  of  the  Tigris,  of  like  general  char- 
acter, soon  after  arising,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  ist  of  March, 
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its  effects,  Between  the  years  1833  and  1838  additions  were  made  to 
bauk  capital  and  bank  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designed  for  circu- 
lation, to  an  extent  enormously  great.  The  question  seemed  to  be  not 
how  the  best  currency  could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  put  in  circulation.  Thus  a  ^-ast 
amount  of  what  was  called  money — since  for  the  time  being  it  ansnered 
the  purposes  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  country,  an  overissue  which 
was  attended,  as  a  necessar>-  consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of 
the  prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a  speculative  mania 
all  over  the  country,  and  has  finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  States  and  individuals,  the  prostration  of  public  and  private 
credit,  a  depreciation  in  the  market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate, 
and  has  left  large  districts  of  country  almost  entirely  without  any  cu 
culating  medium.  In  %'iew  of  the  fact  that  in  1830  the  whole  bai 
note  circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted  to  but  $61,323, 
according  to  the  Treasury'  statements,  aud  that  an  addition  bad 
made  thereto  of  the  enormous  sum  of  $88,000,000  in  seven  years 
circulation  on  the  ist  of  Januarj-,  1S37,  being  stated  at  $149. 185/s,^^ 
aided  by  the  great  facilities  afforded  in  obtaining  loans  from  European 
capitalists,  who  were  seized  with  the  same  speculative  mania  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  United  States,  and  the  large  importations  of  funds  from 
abroad — the  result  of  slock  sales  and  loans — no  one  can  be  surprised  at 
the  apparent  but  unsubstantial  slate  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  as  little  cause  of  surprise  should  be  fell  at  the 
present  prostration  of  everything  and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so 
many  of  our  fellow -citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal  from  circulation  of 
so  large  an  amount  of  bauk  issues  since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  believed. 
the  amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar  period  antecedent 
to  1837 — it  ceases  to  l>e  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  such  exten^ve 
shipwreck  should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes  or  that  difficul- 
ties should  exist  in  meeting  their  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  del 
States;  apart  from  which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  ir 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  numerous  banks,  it  is  less  a 
of  surprise  that  insolvency  should  have  visited  many  of  our 
rtlizens  than  that  so  many  should  have  escaped  the  blighting  lnfla< 
of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths  and  with  an  ardent 
to  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  countrj',  I  felt  it  to  be  my  t 
cause  lo  be  submitted  to  you  at  the  commencement  of  your  last 
the  plan  of  an  exchequer,  the  whole  power  and  duty  of  mala 
which  iu  purity  and  vigor  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  representati\-es 
the  people  and  the  Stales,  and  therefore  virtually  bj'  the  people  thi 
selves.  It  was  proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direction 
Treasur>'  board  to  consist  of  three  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  .sh 
be  to  see  that  the  law  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  executed  and 
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the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  at  all  times  con- 
vertible into  gold  and  silver  should  be  attained.  The  board  thus  consti- 
tuted was  given  as  much  permanency  as  could' be  imparted  to  it  without 
endangering  the  proper  share  of  responsibility  which  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.  In  order  to  insure  all  the  advantages  of  a  well-matured 
experience,  the  commissioners  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  respective 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years,  thereby  securing  at  all  times  in  the 
management  of  the  exchequer  the  services  of  two  men  of  experience;  and 
to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect  independence  of  mind 
and  action  it  was  provided  that  their  removal  should  only  take  place  for 
actual  incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be  followed  by  the  Pres- 
ident with  an  exposition  of  the  causes  of  such  removal,  should  it  occur. 
It  was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each  of  the  States, 
under  the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  power  of  removal,  which, 
with  the  central  board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  And  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound  paper  medium  of  exchange 
the  exchequer  should  retain  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  $5,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  apart  as  required  by  its  opera- 
tions, and  to  pay  the  public  creditor  at  his  own  option  either  in  specie  or 
Treasury  notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  $5  nor  exceeding  $100, 
which  notes  should  be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue,  and  to  be 
receivable  at  all  times  and  everjrwhere  in  payment  of  Government  dues, 
with  a  restraint  upon  such  issue  of  bills  that  the  same  should  not  exceed 
the  maximum  of  $15,000,000.  In  order  to  guard  against  all  the  haz- 
ards incident  to  fluctuations  in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested  with  authority  to  issue  $5,000,000  of  Government  stock,  should 
the  same  at  any  time  be  regarded  as  necessary  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which  might  be  thrown  into 
circulation;  thus  in  fact  making  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  of  exchequer 
bills  rest  substantially  on  $10,000,000,  and  keeping  in  circulation  never 
more  than  one  and  one-half  dollars  for  every  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this 
it  is  added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  receivable  in  Govern- 
ment dues,  but  that  the  Government  itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ulti- 
mate redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the  paper  which  the 
exchequer  would  furnish  would  readily  enter  into  general  circulation 
and  be  maintained  at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
thereby  realizing  the  g^eat  want  of  the  age  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  In  order  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses  of  the 
plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  exchequer  with  the  limited  authority 
to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  (unless  prohibited  by  the  State  in  which  an 
agency  might  be  situated)  having  only  thirty  days  to  run  and  resting  on  a 
fair  and  bona  fide  basis*  The  legislative  will  on  this  point  might  be  so 
plainly  announced  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for  partiality  or  favoritism. 
It  was  furthermore  proposed  to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority 
to  receive  on  deposit  to  a  limited  amount  the  specie  funds-of  individuals 
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1841,  informed  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  that  "howe\'er  strong 
unchangeable  may  be  the  determination  of  this  Go\'«mment  to  punish 
any  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  who  violate  the  laws  against  the  A/rican 
slave  trade,  it  will  not  permit  the  exercise  of  any  authority  bj-  foreign 
armed  vessels  in  the  execution  of  those  laws." 

But  it  is  evident  that  this  general  declaration  did  not  relieve  the  subject 
from  its  difficulties.  Vessels  of  the  United  States  found  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade  are  guilty  of  piracy  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  It 
is  difficult  to  say  that  such  vessels  can  claim  any  interference  of  the 
Government  in  their  behalf,  into  whosesoe\'er  hands  they  ma}"  happen  to 
fall,  any  more  tlian  vessels  which  should  turn  general  jMrates.  Notori- 
ous African  slave  traders  can  not  claim  the  protection  of  the  American 
character,  inasmuch  as  they  are  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of 
their  countrj'  and  stand  denounced  by  those  laws  as  pirates.  In  case 
of  the  'seizure  of  such  a  vessel  by  a  foreign  cruiser,  and  of  her  being 
brought  into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  what  is  to  be  done  with  herj 
Shall  she  be  libeled,  prosecuted,  and  condemned  as  if  arrested  by  a 
of  the  United  States?  If  this  is  to  be  done,  it  is  clear  thai  the  agenc/i 
a  foreign  power  has  been  instrumental  in  executing  the  laws  ol 
United  States.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  vessel,  with  all  her  ofTt 
flagrant  upon  her,  to  be  released  on  account  of  the  agency  by  which 
was  seized,  discharged  of  all  penalties,  and  left  at  Uberty  to 
illegal  and  nefarious  traffic? 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  mode  of  avoiding  these 
and  other  difficulties  was  bj-  adopting  such  a  provision  as  is  contained  in 
the  late  treaty  with  England. 

The  Senate  asks  me  for  the  reasons  for  entering  into  the  stipulations 
for  the  ' '  remonstrating  embassies ' '  contained  in  the  late  treaty.  Surely 
there  is  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  for  any  "remouslrating  embsissies." 
or  any  other  embassies,  nor  auy  reference  or  allusion  to  any  such  thing. 
In  this  respect  all  that  the  treaty  provides  is  in  the  ninth  article  and  ta 
in  these  words: 

The  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that  they  will  unite  in  nil  becoming  represeittationa 
and  remonstrances  with  any  and  all  powers  within  whose  doniiiiions  such  n 
[for  African  slaves]  arv  allowed  to  exist,  aail  thai  Ihcy  will  ur^  upon  all  such  p 
the  pn>priety  and  duty  of  closing  such  tnarkels  effcctusDy,  at  nucc  and  forever. 

It  always  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  communicate  to  both  Ifouses  \ 
Congress  anything  in  my  power  which  may  aid  them  iu  the  c 
of  their  high  duties  and  which  the  public  interest  does  not  require  to  f 
withheld.  In  transmitting  the  late  treaty  to  the  Senate  everything  « 
caused  to  accompany  it  which  i(  was  supposed  could  enlighten  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  upon  its  x-arious  pra\HsJons.  The  \-icws  of  the  Exec- 
utive, in  agreeing  to  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles,  were  fully  expre 
and  pending  the  discus.>*ion  in  the  Senate  e%-er>-  call  for  further  ] 
tuation  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  notbtug  kept  back  •% 
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Senate  desired.  Upon  this  information  and  upon  its  own  knowledge  of 
the  subject  the  Senate  made  up  and  pronounced  its  judgment  upon  its 
own  high  responsibility,  and  as  the  result  of  that  judgment  the  treaty 
was  ratified,  as  the  Journal  shows,  by  a  vote  of  39  to  9.  The  treaty  has 
thus  become  the  law  of  the  land  by  the  express  advice  of  the  Senate, 
given  in  the  most  solemn  manner  known  to  its  proceedings. 
The  fourth  request  is — 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  correspond- 
ence with  our  ministers  abroad  relating  to  the  foregoing  points  of  inquiry. 

If  this  branch  of  the  resolution  were  more  definite,  some  parts  of 
it  might  perhaps  be  met  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest  by 
extracts  from  the  correspondence  referred  to.  At  a  future  day  a  com- 
munication may  be  expected  to  be  made  as  broad  and  general  as  a  proper 
regard  to  these  interests  will  admit,  but  at  present  I  deem  any  such  com- 
munication not  to  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest. 

The  fifth  and  last  is— 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  such  informa- 
tion upon  the  negotiation  of  the  African  squadron  articles  as  will  show  the  origin  of 
such  articles  and  the  history  and  progress  of  their  formation. 

These  articles  were  proposed  to  the  British  minister  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  under  my  express  sanction  and  were  acceded  to  by  him  and  have 
since  been  ratified  by  both  Governments.  I  might  without  disrespect 
speak  of  the  novelty  of  inquiring  by  the  Senate  into  the  history  and 
progress  of  articles  of  a  treaty  through  a  negotiation  which  has  termi- 
nated, and  as  the  result  of  which  these  articles  have  become  the  law  of 
the  land  by  the  constitutional  advice  of  the  Senate  itself.  But  I  repeat 
that  those  articles  had  their  origin  in  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  fulfill  its  obligations,  entered  into  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  to  do  its  utmost  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  to  accomplish  this  object  by  such  means  as  should  not  lead 
to  the  interruption  of  the  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  States  or  any 
derogation  from  the  dignity  and  immunity  of  their  flag.  And  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  both  the  Executive,  in  negotiating  the 
treaty  of  which  these  articles  form  part,  and  the  Senate,  in  advising  to 
its  ratification,  have  effected  an  object  important  to  the  Government  and 
satisfactory  to  the  people. 

In  conclusion  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe  that  I  have,  out 
of  a  profound  respect  for  the  Senate,  been  induced  to  make  this  commu- 
nication in  answer  to  inquiries  some  of  which  at  least  are  believed  to  be 
without  precedent  in  the  history  of  the  relations  between  that  body  and 
the  executive  department.  These  inquiries  were  particularly  unexpected 
to  me  at  the  present  moment.  As  I  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find 
my  own  views  of  the  expediency  of  ratifying  the  late  treaty  with  Eng- 
land confirmed  by  a  vote  of  somewhat  more  than  four- fifths  of  the  Sena- 
tors present,  I  have  hitherto  flattered  myself  that  the  motives  which 
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influenced  my  conduct  had  been  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  advised 
and  approved  it,  and  that  if  a  necessity  should  ever  arise  for  any  ^)ecial 
explanation  or  defense  in  regard  to  those  motives  it  could  scarcely  be  in 
that  assembly  itself.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  i8,  1843, 
To  ihe  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  I  now  transmit  the  letter  and  pamphlet*  which  accom- 
panics  this.  jQjjj^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  23,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
19th  instant,  reports  f  from  the  State  and  War  Departments. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  fanuary  23,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
5th  instant,  a  report  %  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying 
documents.  ^q^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  31,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
24th  instant,  requesting  me  to  communicate  answers  to  certain  queries 
therein  contained  respecting  instructions  given  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  adjudicate  claims  arising  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835, 
I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  referred  to.  TOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  31,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  requesting  me  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the 


•Entitled  "Acts  and  Resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,*' 
at  its  twentieth  session.  January  3  to  March  5.  1842. 

t  Relating  to  a  grant  of  land  in  Oregon  Territor>'  to  the  HudM>ns  Bay  Company  l>y  the  Brftiali 
Government. 

t  Transmitting  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  atcuaboaft 
Caroline  at  Schlosser,  N.  V.,  December  39, 1837.    • 
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House  "the  several  reports  made  to  the  Department  of  War  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hitchcock  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
together  with  all  information  communicated  by  him  concerning  the 
frauds  he  was  charged  tq  investigate;  also  all  facts  in  the  possession  of 
the  Executive  relating  to  the  subject.'* 

A  resolution  of  the  same  import  had  been  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  1 8th  of  May  last,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  same  reports  and  matters.  After  consul- 
tation with  me  and  under  my  directions,  the  Secretary  of  War  informed 
the  House  that  the  reports  referred  to  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Chero- 
kees  contained  information  and  suggestions  in  reference  to  the  matters 
which  it  was  supposed  would  become  the  subject  of  a  negotiation  between 
that  Department  and  the  delegates  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  It  was 
stated  by  him  that  the  nature  and  subject  of  the  report,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President  and  the  Department,  rendered  its  publication  at  that  time 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interest.  The  negotiation  referred  to  subse- 
quently took  place,  and  embraced  the  matters  upon  which  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hitchcock  had  communicated  his  views.  That  negotiation 
terminated  without  the  conclusion  of  any  arrangement.  It  may,  and  in 
all  probability  will,  be  renewed.  All  the  information  communicated  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  respecting  the  Cherokees — their  condition 
as  a  nation  and  their  relations  to  other  tribes — is  herewith  transmitted. 
But  his  suggestions  and  projects  respecting  the  anticipated  propositions 
of  the  delegates  and  his  views  of  their  personal  characters  can  not  in  any 
event  aid  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  in  my  opinion  the  promulga- 
tion of  them  would  be  unfair  and  unjust  to  him  and  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest,  and  they  are  therefore  not  transmitted. 

The  Secretary  of  War  further  stated  in  his  answer  to  the  resolution 
that  the  other  report  referred  to  in  it,  relating  to  the  alleged  frauds  which 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  was  charged  to  investigate,  contained  such 
information  as  he  (Colonel  Hitchcock)  was  enabled  to  obtain  by  ex  parte 
inquiries  of  various  persons  whose  statements  were  necessarily  without 
the  sanction  of  an  oath,  and  which  the  persons  implicated  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  contradict  or  explain.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that 
to  promulgate  those  statements  at  that  time  would  be  grossly  unjust  to 
those  persons  and  would  be  calculated  to  defeat  rather  than  promote  the 
objects  of  the  inquiry,  and  he  remarked  that  sufficient  opportunity  had 
not  been  given  to  the  Department  to  pursue  the  investigation  or  to  call 
upon  the  parties  affected  for  explanations  or  to  determine  on  the  meas- 
ures proper  to  be  adopted.  And  he  hoped  these  reasons  would  be  satis- 
factory for  not  transmitting  to  the  House  at  that  time  the  reports  referred 
to  in  its  resolution. 

It  would  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  whom  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  referred,  and 
which  report  has  been  transmitted  to.  me,  together  with  the  resolutions 
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of  the  House  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
from  those  resolutions,  that  the  reasons  giveii  by  the  Secrctao'  wen 
deemed  satisfactory  and  that  the  House  of  Representali\-es  claims 
right  to  demand  from  the  Executive  and  heads  of  I>epartm«its  such 
information  as  may  be  in  thetr  possession  relating  to  ''subjects  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  House  and  v.nthin  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate 
poft-ers,"  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  the  reports  and  facts 
called  for  by  its  resolution  of  the  i8lh  of  May  related  to  sabjects  o(  its 
deliberations  and  were  mthin  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  powers,  and 
should  have  been  commuuicated. 

If  by  the  assertion  of  this  claim  of  right  to  call  upon  the  Executi^-e  for 
all  the  information  in  its  possession  relating  to  any  subject  of  the  delib- 
eration of  the  House,  and  within  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  powers,  it  is 
intended  to  assert  also  that  the  Executive  is  bound  to  comply  with  such 
call  without  the  authority  to  exercise  any  discretion  on  its  part  in  refer- 
ence to  the  nature  of  the  information  required  or  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  or  of  individuals  to  be  affected  by  such  compliance,  then  do  I 
feel  bound,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  duty  imposed  upon  me  "lo  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  to 
declare  in  the  most  respectful  maimer  my  entire  dissent  from  such  a 
proportion.  The  instrument  from  which  the  several  departments  of  the 
Government  derive  their  authority  makes  each  independent  of  the  other 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  functions.  The  injunction  of  the 
Constitution  that  the  President  "shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed"  necessarily  confers  an  authority  commensurate  with 
obligation  imposed  lo  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  all  publi 
perform  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  law.  To  be  effective  tl 
inquiries  must  often  be  confidential.  They  may  result  in  the  coll 
of  truth  or  of  falsehood,  or  they  may  be  incomplete  and  may 
further  prosecution.  To  maintain  that  the  President  can  exercise 
discretion  as  to  the  time  in  which  the  matters  thus  collected  slial!  he' 
promulgated  or  in  respect  to  the  character  of  the  information  obtained 
would  deprive  him  at  once  of  the  means  of  performing  one  of  tlte  most 
salutary  duties  of  his  office.  An  inquiry  might  be  arrested  at  its  first 
stage  and  the  officers  whose  conduct  demanded  investigation  may  be 
enabled  to  elude  or  defeat  it.  To  require  from  the  Executive  the  transfer 
of  this  discretion  to  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government  is  equtv 
to  the  denial  of  its  possession  by  him  and  would  render  him  depei 
upon  that  branch  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  purely  executive. 

Nor  can  it  be  a  sound  position  that  all  papers,  docimients.  and  ii 
matiou  of  every  description  which  may  happen  by  any  means  In  oinue 
into  the  possession  of  the  President  or  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
must  necessarily  be  subject  lo  the  call  of  the  House  of  Representati 
merely  fiecausc  they  relate  to  a  subject  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
although  ih&t  subject  may  be  within  the  spheie  of  its  legitimate 
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It  can  not  be  that  the  only  test  is  whether  the  information  relates  to  a 
legitimate  subject  of  deliberation.  The  Executive  Departments  and  the 
citizens  of  this  country  have  their  rights  and  duties  as  well  as  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  maxim  that  the  rights  of  one  person  or  body 
are  to  be  so  exercised  as  not  to  impair  those  of  others  is  applicable  in  its 
fullest  extent  to  this  question.  Impertinence  or  malignity  may  seek  to 
make  the  Executive  Departments  the  means  of  incalculable  and  irreme- 
diable injury  to  innocent  parties  by  throwing  into  them  libels  most  foul 
and  atrocious.  Shall  there  be  no  discretionary  authority  permitted  to 
refuse  to  become  the  instruments  of  such  malevolence? 

And  although  information  comes  through  a  proper  channel  to  an 
executive  officer  it  may  often  be  of  a  character  to  forbid  its  being  made 
public.  The  officer  charged  with  a  confidential  inquiry,  and  who  reports 
its  result  under  the  pledge  of  confidence  which  his  appointment  implies, 
ought  not  to  be  exposed  individually  to  the  resentment  of  those  whose 
conduct  may  be  impugned  by  the  information  he  collects.  The  knowl- 
edge that  such  is  to  be  the  consequence  will  inevitably  prevent  the  per- 
formance of  duties  of  that  character,  and  thus  the  Government  will  be 
deprived  of  an  important  means  of  investigating  the  conduct  of  its  agents. 

It  is  certainly  no  new  doctrine  in  the  halls  of  judicature  or  of  legisla- 
tion that  certain  communications  and  papers  are  privileged,  and  that  the 
general  authority  to  compel  testimony  must  give  way  in  certain  cases 
to  the  paramount  rights  of  individuals  or  of  the  Government.  Thus 
no  man  can  be  compelled  to  accuse  himself,  to  answer  any  question  that 
tends  to  render  him  infamous,  or  to  produce  his  own  private  papers  on 
any  occasion.  The  communications  of  a  client  to  his  counsel  and  the 
admissions  made  at  the  confessional  in  the  course  of  religious  disci- 
pline are  privileged  communications.  In  the  courts  of  that  country  from 
which  we  derive  our  g^eat  principles  of  individual  liberty  and  the  rules 
of  evidence  it  is  well  settled — and  the  doctrine  has  been  fully  recognized 
in  this  country — ^that  a  minister  of  the  Crown  or  the  head  of  a  department 
can  not  be  compelled  to  produce  any  papers  or  disclose  any  transactions 
relating  to  the  executive  functions  of  the  Government  which  he  declares 
are  confidential  or  such  as  the  public  interest  requires  should  not  be 
divulged;  and  the  persons  who  have  been  the  channels  of  communication 
to  officers  of  the  State  are  in  like  manner  protected  from  the  disclosure 
of  their  names.  Other  instances  of  privileged  communications  might  l)e 
enumerated  if  it  were  deemed  necessary.  These  principles  are  as  appli- 
cable to  evidence  sought  by  a  legislature  as  to  that  required  by  a  court. 

The  practice  of  the  Government  since  its  foundation  has  sanctioned 
the  principle  that  there  must  necessarily  be  a  discretionary  authority  in 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  information  called  for  by  either  House  of 
Congress. 

The  authority  was  claimed  and  exercised  by  General  Washington  in 
1796.     In  1825  President  Monroe  declined  compliance  with  a  resolution 
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of  the  House  of  RepreseQtatives  calling  for  lUe  correspondence 
the  Executive  Departments  of  this  Go\-enunent  and  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  Na\-j'  and  irthers  at  or  near  the  ports  of  South  America  on 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  a  communication  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  1833  to  the  Commfttee  of  the  House  on  the  Public  I^ands.  by  direction 
of  President  Jackson,  he  denies  the  obUgation  of  the  Executi^'e  to  fninish 
the  information  called  for  and  maintains  the  authority  of  the  President 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  complying  with  calls  of  that  description 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  or  its  committees.  Without  multiply- 
ing other  instances,  it  is  not  deemed  improper  to  refer  to  the  refusal  of 
the  President  at  the  last  session  of  the  present  Congress  to  comj^y 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  the  names  of 
members  of  Congress  who  liad  applied  for  offices.  As  no  further  n< 
was  taken  in  any  form  of  this  refusal,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  fair  inference 
that  the  House  itself  admitted  that  there  were  coses  iu  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  discretionarj-  authority  in  respect  to  the  transmission  of  infor- 
mation in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  Executive  Departments, 

Apprehensive  that  silence  under  the  claim  supposed  to  be  set  np  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  under  consideration  might 
be  construed  as  an  acquiescence  in  its  soundness,  I  have  deemed  it  due 
to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  to  state  my  views,  that  a  compli- 
ance iu  part  with  the  resolution  may  not  be  deemed  a  surrender  of  a 
necessar>'  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Many  of  the  reasons  which  existed  at  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retarj-  of  War  of  June  i,  1842,  for  then  declining  to  transmit  the  report 
of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  frauds  which  he  was 
charged  to  investigate  have  ceased  to  operate.      It  has  been  found  wholly 
impracticable  to  pursue  the  investigation  in  consequence  of  the  death  and 
removal  out  of  the  countrj'  of  those  who  would  Iw  called  upon  to  ti 
and  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  adequate  authority  or  means  to 
it  effectual.     It  could  not  be  conducted  without  expense.     Congress 
its  last  session  prohibited  the  payment  of  any  account  or  charge  wl 
ewr  growing  out  of  or  in  any  way  coimected  with  any  commission 
inquiry,  except  militarj"  and  naval  courts-marttal  and  courts  of  inqi 
unless  special  appropriations  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  si 
accounts  and  charges.     Of  the  policy  of  that  provision  of  law  it  does 
become  me  to  speak,  except  to  say  that  the  institution  of  inquiries  " 
the  conduct  of  public  agents,  however  urgent  the  necessity  for 
inquir>'  may  be,  is  tliereby  \-irtually  deiiic;d  to  the  Executive, 
e\'ils  of  magnitude  sltall  arise  in  consequence  of  the  law  I  take  to  xa\ 
no  portion  of  the  responsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  directing  prosecutions  against 
contractors  to  furnish  Indians  rations  who  are  charged  with  inx\ 
conduct,  a  correspondence  has  been  had  between  the  War  Departi 
and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  is  lierewith  Imnsmitted  in 
conviction  that  such  jirosecution  would  be  entirely  ineffectual. 

Under  these  arcumstapces  I  have  thought  proper  to  direct  tlut  tbQ.. 
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report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  frauds  which  he 
was  charged  to  investigate  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  it  accordingly  accompanies  this  message.  At  the  same  time,  I 
have  to  request  the  House  to  consider  it  so  far  confidential  as  not  to  direct 
its  publication  until  the  appropriate  committee  shall  have  examined  it 
and  expressed  their  opinion  whether  a  just  regard  to  the  character  and 
rights  of  persons  apparently  implicated,  but  who  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  the  imputations  on  them,  does  not  require  that  portions 
at  least  of  the  report  should  not  at  present  be  printed. 

This  course  is  adopted  by  me  from  a  desire  to  render  justice  to  all  and 
at  the  same  time  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to  screen  any, 
and  also  to  prevent  the  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the 
information  which  is  likely  to  be  made  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  being 
withheld. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  also  calls  for  *  *  all  facts  in  the  possession 
of  the  Executive,  from  any  source,  relating  to  the  subject."  There  are 
two  subjects  specified  in  the  resolution — one  *  *  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,"  and  another  '*  concerning  the  frauds  he  [Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hitchcock]  was  charged  to  investigate." 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Department  or  its  bureaus  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  it  is  believed,  have  been  from  time  to 
time  communicated  to  Congress  and  are  contained  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  are  now  transmitted,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock's  report  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and 
excepting  the  correspondence  with  the  Cherokee  delegates  in  the  nego- 
tiations which  took  place  during  the  last  summer,  which  are  not  supposed 
to  be  within  the  intent  of  the  resolution  of  the  House.  For  the  same 
reason  a  memorial  from  the  Old  Settlers,  or  Western  Cherokees,  as  they 
term  themselves,  recently  presented,  is  not  transmitted.  If  these  or  any 
other  pubUc  documents  should  be  desired  by  the  House,  a  specification  of 
them  will  enable  me  to  cause  them  to  be  furnished  if  it  should  be  found 
proper. 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  OflBce  or  its  bureaus  known  or  supposed  to 
have  any  relation  to  the  alleged  frauds  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitch- 
cock was  charged  to  investigate  are  herewith  transmitted. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  8,  184.3. 

To  the  House  of  RepreseniaHves  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to 
their  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 

^^*^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

^Steting^  Uuitno  information  is  in  pomcotrion  of  the  Government  of  any  negotiation  of  a  treaty, 
or  of  any  oircrturea  to  treat,  for  a  cession  of  California  by  Mexico  to  England. 

M  P— vox,  IV— 15 
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Washington,  Ftbn^ry  g,  1842^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  order  to  enable  Congress  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  selection  of  a 
site  for  a  Western  armory  made  by  tlie  board  of  commissioners  appointed 
by  me  for  that  purpose  pursuant  to  tbe  act  of  September  9.  1 84 1 . 1  tians- 
tcit  liercwith  their  report  aiid  proceedings,  as  required  by  that  act. 

JOHN  T\XER. 


Washington,  February  13,  1843. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representativ'es  a  report  made  to 
me  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj-,  on  tbe  subject 
of  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  the  finances. 

You  will  percei\e  from  it  that  even  if  the  receipts  from  the  various 
sources  of  revenue  for  the  <^rrent  year  shall  prove  not  to  have  been 
overrated  and  the  expenditures  be  restrained  within  the  estimates,  the 
Treasury  will  be  exliausted  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  that  this 
will  be  the  case  although  authority  should  be  given  to  the  proper  De- 
partment to  reissue  Treasury  notes.  But  the  state  of  facts  existing  at 
the  present  moment  can  not  fail  to  awaken  a  doubt  whether  the  amoaut 
of  tbe  revenue  for  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  will  come  up  to 
the  estimates,  nor  is  it  entirely  certain  that  the  expeuditunes  whicli  will 
be  authorized  by  Congress  may  not  exceed  tbe  aggregate  sum  which 
has  hitherto  been  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  Treasur>-  calcttlations. 

Of  all  the  duties  of  tbe  Goverrmjent,  none  is  more  sacred  and  impera- 
'  live  than  that  of  making  adequate  and  ample  provision  for  fulfilling  with 
punctuaUty  Its  pecuniary  engagements  and  maintaining  the  pubhc  credit 
inviolate.  Any  failure  in  this  respect  not  produced  by  imforeseen  causes 
could  only  be  regarded  by  our  common  constituents  as  a  serious  neglect 
of  the  public  interests.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  he  an  indispensable  ohU- 
gation,  while  so  much  of  the  session  yet  remains  unexpired  as  to  enable 
Congress  to  give  to  the  subject  the  consideration  which  its  great  impor- 
tance demands,  most  earnestly  to  call  its  attention  to  the  propriety  of 
making  further  provision  for  the  public  seri-ice  of  the  year. 

Tbe  proper  objects  of  taxation  are  pecuharly  n-ithin  the  discretioQ 
of  the  Legislature,  while  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  keep  Con- 
gress duly  advised  of  the  state  of  the  Treasur>'  and  to  admonish  it  of 
any  danger  which  there  may  t«  ground  to  apprehend  of  a  failure  in  the 
means  of  raeetiag  tbe  expenditures  authorized  by  law. 

I  ought  not,  therefore,  to  dissemble  my  fears  that  there  will  be  a  seri- 
ous falling  off  in  the  estimated  proceeds  both  of  tbe  customs  and  tbe 
imblic  lands.  I  regard  the  evil  of  disappointment  in  these  respects  as 
altogether  too  great  to  be  risked  if  by  any  possibility  it  may  be  entirety 
obviated. 
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While  I  am  far  from  objecting,  under  present  circumstances,  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  that  authority  be  granted  him  to 
reissue  Treasury  notes  as  they  shall  be  redeemed,  and  to  other  sugges- 
tions which  he  has  made  on  this  subject,  yet  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
worthy  of  grave  consideration  whether  more  permanent  and  certain  sup- 
plies ought  not  to  be  provided.  The  issue  of  one  note  in  redemption  of 
another  is  not  the  payment  of  a  debt,  which  must  be  made  in  the  end 
by  some  form  of  public  taxation. 

I  can  not  forbear  to  add  that  in  a  country  so  full  of  resources,  of  such 
abundant  means  if  they  be  but  judiciously  called  out,  the  revenues  of  the 
Government,  its  credit,  and  its  ability  to  fulfill  all  its  obligations  ought 
not  to  be  made  dependent  on  temporary  expedients  or  on  calculations  of 
an  uncertain  character.  The  public  faith  in  this  or  in  all  things  else 
ought  to  be  placed  beyond  question  and  beyond  contingency. 

The  necessity  of  further  and  full  provision  for  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  will  be  the  more  urgent  if  Congress  at  this  present  session 
should  adopt  no  plan  for  facilitating  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  improving  the  cinrency  of  the  country.  By  the  aid  of  a 
wise  and  efficient  measure  of  that  kind  not  only  would  the  internal  busi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  country  be  revived  and  invigorated,  but  impor- 
tant additions  to  the  amount  of  revenue  arising  from  importations  might 
also  be  confidently  expected.  Not  only  does  the  present  condition  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  commercial  exchanges  produce 
severe  and  distressing  embarrassments  in  the  business  and  pursuits  of 
individuals,  but  its  obvious  tendency  is  to  create  also  a  necessity  for  the 
imposition  of  new  burdens  of  taxation  in  order  to  secure  the  Government 
and  the  country  against  discredit  from  the  failture  of  means  to  fulfill  the 
public  engagements.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  18,  1S4J, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

A  resolution  has  been  communicated  to  me,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  2d  instant,  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  by  what  authority  and  under  whose  instructions  Captain  Thomas  ap  Catesby 
Jones,  commander  of  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  did,  on 
or  about  the  19th  of  October  last,  invade  in  warlike  array  the  territories  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  take  possession  of  the  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  himself  the  com- 
mander of  the  naval  and  military  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Californias. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House  copies  of  all  the  instructions  given  by  him  or  under  his  authority  to 
the  said  Captain  Jones  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the 
said  squadron;  also  copies  of  all  communications  received  from  him  relating  to 
his  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Californias;  and  also  to  inform  tliis  House 
whether  oiden  have  been  dispatched  to  the  said  Captain  Jones  recalling  him  from 
his  comnumd. 
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The  proceeding  of  Captain  Jones  iu  taking  possession  of  the  town  of 
Monterey ,  in  the  possessions  of  Mexico,  was  entirely  of  his  own  authority, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  any  orders  or  instructions  of  any  kind  given 
to  him  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  For  that  proceeding 
lie  has  bec-ti  recalled,  and  the  letter  recalling  him  will  be  found  among 
the  papers  herewith  communicated. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  asks  for  "copies  of  all 
the  instructions  given  to  Captain  Jones  from  the  time  of  his  appointment 
to  the  command  of  the  said  squadron,  also  copies  of  all  communications 
received  from  him  relating  to  his  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Cahfomias, ' '  without  confining  the  request  to  such  instructions  and  cor- 
respondence as  relate  to  the  transactions  at  Monterey,  and  without  the 
usual  reser\'ation  of  such  portions  of  the  instructions  or  correspondence 
as  in  the  President's  judgment  could  not  be  made  public  without  preju- 
dice or  <langer  to  the  public  interests. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  cases  may  arise  even  iu  time  of  peace  in 
which  it  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  comitrj'  to  make  public  at  a  par- 
ticular moment  the  instructions  under  which  a  commander  may  be  acting 
on  a  distant  and  foreign  service.  In  such  a  case,  should  it  arise,  and  in 
all  similar  cases  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  can  not  be  controlled  by 
the  request  of  either  House  of  Congress  for  the  communication  of  popers. 
The  duties  which  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  de\'olve  on  the  Preadeot 
must  be  performed  by  him  under  his  official  responsibility,  and  he  is  not 
at  liberty  to  disregard  high  interests  or  thwart  important  public  objects 
by  untimely  publications  made  against  his  own  judgment,  by  whom 
such  publications  may  be  requested.  la  the  present  case,  not  si 
any  injurj-  is  likely  to  arise  from  so  doing.  I  have  directed  copies  of  J 
the  pa])ers  asked  for  to  he  communicated;  and  I  BxniX  of  the  opporttuuQ 
of  transmitting  also  copies  of  stmdry  letters,  as  noted  below. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February-  20.  tS^jM 
To  the  House  of  Represeniatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sccre- 
tarj'  of  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence*  requested 
by  their  resolution  of  the  agth  of  December  last. 

JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  ftbmary  20.  /J/j 
To  ikf  Senate  of  Ike  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  reportf  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  I4tli  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER." 
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Washington,  February  24,  184s. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolutions  of  the  20th  of 

December  and  of  the  9th  instant,  the  inclosed  copies  of  papers*  from  the 

Department  of  State,  with  an  accompanying  list. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  27,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  22d  instant,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  House  '  *  whatever 
correspondence  or  communication  may  have  been  received  from  the  Brit- 
ish Government  respecting  the  President's  construction  of  the  late  British 
treaty  concluded  at  Washington  as  it  concerns  an  alleged  right  to  visit 
American  vessels,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  made  to  me  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  also  thought  proper  to  communicate  copies  of  I/)rd  Aberdeen's 
letter  of  the  20th  December,  1 841,  to  Mr.  Everett,  Mr.  Everett's  letter  of 
the  23d  December  in  reply  thereto,  and  extracts  from  several  letters  of 
Mr.  Everett  to  the  Secretary  of  State., 

I  can  not  forego  the  expression  of  my  regret  at  the  apparent  purport 
of  a  part  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fox.  I  had  cherished  the 
hope  that  all  possibility  of  misunderstanding  as  to  the  true  construction 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  was  precluded  by  the  plain  and  well-weighed  lan- 
guage in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  desire  of  both  Governments  is  to 
put  an  end  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  slave  trade,  and  that  desire,  I 
need  scarcely  add,  is  as  strongly  and  as  sincerely  felt  by  the  United  States 
as  it  can  be  by  Great  Britain.  Yet  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
trade,  though  now  universally  reprobated,  was  up  to  a  late  period  prose- 
cuted by  all  who  chose  to  engage  in  it,  and  there  were  unfortunately  but 
very  few  Christian  powers  whose  subjects  were  not  permitted,  and  even 
encouraged,  to  share  in  the  profits  of  what  was  regarded  as  a  perfectly 
legitimate  commerce.  It  originated  at  a  period  long  before  the  United 
States  had  become  independent  and  was  carried  on  within  our  borders  in 
opposition  to  the  most  earnest  remonstrances  and  expostulations  of  some 
of  the  colonies  in  which  it  was  most  actively  prosecuted.  Those  engaged 
in  it  were  as  little  hable  to  inquiry  or  interruption  as  any  others.  Its 
character,  thus  fixed  by  common  consent  and  general  practice,  could  only 
be  changed  by  the  positive  assent  of  each  and  ever>-  nation,  expressed 
either  in  the  form  of  municipal  law  or  conventional  arrangement.  The 
United  States  led  the  way  in  efforts  to  suppress  it.  They  claimed  no 
right  to  dictate  to  others,  but  they  resolved,  without  waiting  for  the 

^Correspondence  with  Uie  United  States  minister  to  Prance  relative  to  the  quintuple  treaty  of 
December  ao^  1841,  and  the  Ashtwrton  treaty  of  August  9, 1842. 
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cooperation  of  other  powers,  to  prohibit  it  to  their  own  citizens  and  to 
visit  its  perpetration  by  them  with  condign  punishment.  I  may  safely 
afhrm  that  it  never  occurred  to  this  Government  that  any  new  maritime 
right  accrued  to  it  from  the  position  it  had  thus  assumed  in  regard  to  the 
slave  trade.  If  before  our  laws  for  its  suppression  the  flag  of  ever}' 
uation  might  traverse  the  ocean  unquestioned  by  our  cruisers,  this  free- 
dom was  not,  in  oiu-  opinion,  in  the  least  abridged  by  our  munici] 
legislation. 

Any  other  doctrine,  it  is  plain,  would  subject  to  an  arbitrary  and 
varying  system  of  maritime  police,  adopted  at  will  by  tlie  great  nai 
power  for  the  lime  being,  the  trade  of  the  world  in  any  places  or  in  any 
articles  which  such  power  might  see  fit  to  prohibit  to  its  own  subjects  or 
citizens.  A  principle  of  this  kind  could  scarcely  be  acknowledged  with- 
out subjecting  commerce  to  the  risk  of  constant  and  harassing  vexations. 

The  attempt  to  justify  such  a  pretension  from  the  right  to  visit  and 
detain  ships  upon  reasonable  suspicion  of  piracy  would  deservedly  be 
exposed  to  universal  condemnation,  since  it  would  be  an  attempt  to 
convert  an  established  rule  of  maritime  law,  incorporated  as  a  principle 
into  the  international  code  by  the  consent  of  all  nations,  into  a  rule  and 
principle  adopted  by  a  single  nation  and  enforced  only  by  its  assumed 
authority.  To  seize  and  detain  a  ship  upon  suspicion  of  piracj-,  with 
probable  cause  and  in  good  faith,  affords  no  just  ground  either  for  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  nation  whose  flag  she  bears  or  claim  of  indemnity 
on  the  part  of  the  owner.  The  universal  law  sanctions  and  the  common 
good  requires  the  existence  of  such  a  rule.  The  right  under  such  cir- 
cumstances not  only  to  vi^t  and  detain  but  to  search  a  ship  is  a  perfect 
right  and  involves  neither  responsibility  nor  indemnity.  But,  with  this 
single  exception,  no  nation  has  in  time  of  peace  any  authority  to  detain 
the  ships  of  another  upon  the  high  seas  on  any  pretext  whatever  beyond 
the  limits  of  her  territorial  jurisdiction.  And  such.  I  am  happy  to  find, 
is  substantially  the  doctrine  of  Great  Britain  herself  in  her  most 
official  declarations,  and  even  in  those  now  communicated  to  the  Hoi 
These  declarations  may  well  lead  us  to  doubt  whether  the  apparent 
ence  between  the  two  Governments  is  not  rather  one  of  definition  t 
principle.  Not  only  is  the  right  of  search,  properly  so  called,  disclaimed 
by  Great  Britain,  but  even  that  of  mere  visit  and  inquiry  is  asserted  with 
qualifications  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  perfect  right. 

In  the  dispatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett  of  the  ?otli 
December,  1841,  as  also  in  that  just  received  by  the  British  minister 
this  country  made  to  Mr.  Fox.  his  lordsliip  declares  that  if  lu  spite 
the  precaution  which  siiall  be  used  to  prevent  such  occurrences  an  i 
can  ship,  by  reason  of  any  visit  or  detention  by  a  British  cruiser.  '  '< 
suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  would  Iw  followed  by  prompt  and  ample 
ncratiou;"  and  iu  order  to  make  more  manifest  her  intentlott^  l 
respect,  Lord  Aberdeen  in  the  dispntch  of  the  20th  December 
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known  to  Mr.  Everett  the  nature  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  British 
cruisers.  These  are  such  as,  if  faithfully  observed,  would  enable  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  approximate  the  standard  of  a  fair  indemnity.  That 
Government  has  in  several  cases  fulfilled  her  promises  in  this  particular 
by  making  adequate  reparation  for  damage  done  to  our  commerce.  It 
seems  obvious  to  remark  that  a  right  which  is  only  to  be  exercised  under 
such  restrictions  and  precautions  and  risk,  in  case  of  any  assignable  dam- 
age to  be  followed  by  the  consequences  of  a  trespass,  can  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered anything  more  than  a  privilege  asked  for  and  either  conceded  or 
withheld  on  the  usual  principles  of  international  comity. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's  dispatches  and  the  assur- 
ances of  indemnity  therein  held  out,  although  the  utmost  reliance  was 
placed  on  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  were  not  regarded 
by  the  Executive  as  a  suflScient  security  against  the  abuses  which  Lord 
Aberdeen  admitted  might  arise  in  even  the  most  cautious  and  moderate 
exercise  of  their  new  maritime  police,  and  therefore  in  my  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  last  session  I  set  forth  the  views  entertained  by  the  Execu- 
tive on  this  subject,  and  substantially  afiSrmed  both  our  inclination  and 
ability  to  enforce  our  own  laws,  protect  our  flag  from  abuse,  and  acquit 
ourselves  of  all  our  duties  and  obligations  on  the  high  seas.  In  view  of 
these  assertions  the  treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated,  and  upon  con- 
sultation with,  the  British  negotiator  as  to  the  quantum  of  force  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  in  order  to  attain  these  objects,  the  result  to  which 
the  most  deliberate  estimate  led  was  embodied  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty. 

Such  were  my  views  at  the  time  of  negotiating  that  treaty,  and  such, 
in  my  opinion,  is  its  plain  and  fair  interpretation.  I  regarded  the  eighth 
article  as  removing  all  possible  pretext  on  the  ground  of  mere  necessity 
to  visit  and  detain  our  ships  upon  the  African  coast  because  of  any 
alleged  ^buse  of  our  flag  by  slave  traders  of  other  nations.  We  had 
taken  upon  ourselves  the  burden  of  preventing  any  such  abuse  by  stipu- 
lating to  furnish  an  armed  force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting 
parties  as  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Denying  as  we  did  and  do  all  color  of  right  to  exercise  any  such  gen- 
eral police  over  the  flags  of  independent  nations,  we  did  not  demand  of 
Great  Britain  any  formal  renunciation  of  her  pretension;  still  less  had 
we  the  idea  of  yielding  anything  ourselves  in  that  respect.  We  chose  to 
make  a  practical  settlement  of  the  question.  This  we  owed  to  what  we 
had  already  done  upon  .this  subject.  The  honor  of  the  country  called  for 
it;  the  honor  of  its  flag  demanded  that  it  should  not  be  used  by  others  to 
cover  an  iniquitous  traffic.  This  Government,  I  am  very  sure,  has  both 
the  inclination  and  the  ability  to  do  this;  and  if  need  be  it  will  not  con- 
tent itself  with  a  fleet  of  eighty  guns,  but  sooner  than  any  foreign  gov- 
ernment shall  exercise  the  province  of  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling 
its  obligations,  the  highest  of  which  is  to  protect  its  flag  alike  from  abuse 
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or  iasult,  it  would,  I  doubt  not,  put  in  requisition  for  tbat  purpose  iwB 
whole  naval  power.     The  purpose  of  this  Government  is  faithfully  to 
fulfill  the  treaty  on  its  part,  and  it  will  not  pennit  itself  to  doubt  that 
Great  Britain  will  comply  with  it  on  hers.     In  this  way  peace  will  I 
be  preserved  and  the  most  amicable  relations  maintained  between  t 
twocouotries.  JOHN  TYLER.! 


Washington,  February  27,  /*/.;.  I 
To  the  House  of  Represenlalives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  sundry  letters  which  have  passed  between  t! 
Department  of  State  and  the  Chevalier  d'Argaiz,  envoy  extraordiiu 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  near  the  Government  of  the  Unitj 
States,  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner  Amistad  since  the  last  conimd 
nication  of  papers  connected  with  that  case.  This  correspondence  \ 
show  the  general  grounds  on  which  the  Spanish  minister  expresses  dis^ 
satisfaction  with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  case  and  the 
answers  which  have  been  made  to  his  complaints  by  the  Department  of 
State. 

In  laying  these  papers  before  Congress  I  think  it  proper  to  observe 
that  the  allowance  of  salvage  on  the  cargo  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Salvage  had  been  denied 
in  the  court  below  and  from  that  part  of  the  decree  no  appeal  had  been 
claimed. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
provides  that  "all  ships  and  merchandise  of  what  nature  soever  which 
shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers  on  the  high 
seas  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  either  State  and  shall  be  dehiered 
to  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  tbat  port  in  order  to  be  taken  care  of 
and  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  and  sufficient 
proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof."  The  case  of  the 
Amis/ad,  as  was  decided  by  the  cotut,  was  not  a  case  of  piracj',  and  thert-- 
fore  not  within  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  yet  it  was  a  case  in  wliich  the 
authority  of  the  master,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  vessel  had  been  di 
by  force,  and  in  that  condition  the  vessel,  having  been  found  t 
coast,  was  brought  into  a  port  of  the  United  States;  and  it  may  dcs 
consideration  that  the  salvors  in  this  case  were  the  officers  and  s 
of  a  public  ship. 

It  is  left  to  Congress  to  consider,  under  these  circumstances,  wbetber, 
although  in  strictness  salvage  may  have  been  lawfully  due,  it  n 
yet  be  wise  to  make  provision  lo  refund  it,  as  a  proof  of  tlie  entire  fi 
faith  of  the  Government  and  of  its  disposition  to  fulfill  all  its  I 
stipulations  to  their  full  extent  under  a  fair  and  lilKral  constnictkn. 

JOHN  TVXHR.I 
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Washington,  February  28,  184.3. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifi- 
cation, a  convention  further  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  awards  in 
favor  of  claimants  under  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  nth  of  April,  1839,  signed  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  on  the  30th  day  of  last  month.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico 
relative  to  the  convention  and  of  the  dispatches  of  that  minister  to  the 
Department  is  also  communicated.  By  adverting  to  the  signatures  ap- 
pended to  the  original  draft  of  the  convention  as  transmitted  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  General  Thompson  it  will  be  seen  that  the  con- 
vention as  concluded  was  substantially  approved  by  the  representatives 
of  a  large  majority  in  value  of  the  parties  imimediately  interested. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  28,  184.3, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  which,  with  the  documents*  accompanying  it,  furnishes 
the  information  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  i8th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  3,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

m 

In  submitting  the  name  of  Henry  A.  Wise  to  the  Senate  for  the  mis- 
sion to  France,  I  was  led  to  do  so  by  considerations  of  his  high  talent,  his 
exalted  character,  and  great  moral  worth.  The  country,  I  feel  assured, 
would  be  represented  at  Paris  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Wise  by  one  wholly 
unsurpassed  in  exalted  patriotism  and  well  fitted  to  be  the  representative 
of  his  country  abroad.  His  rejection  by  the  Senate  has  caused  me  to 
reconsider  his  qualifications,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  that  he  is  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  station.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty  to 
renominate  him. 

I  nominate  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  in  place  of  Lewis  Cass,  resigned.  JOHN  TV!  FT^ 

March  3,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  submitting  to  you  the  name  of  Caleb  Cushing  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  did  so  in  full  view  of  his  consummate  abilities,  his  unques- 
tioned patriotism  and  full  capacity  to  discharge  with  honor  to  himself 

* Cotreapondeace  between  the  representatives  of  foreig^n  {governments  and  the  United  States 
relathre  to  the  opentkm  of  the  tariff  laws  on  treaties  existing  with  foreign  governments. 
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and  ad^'antage  to  the  country  the  high  and  important  duties  appertainii]^ 
to  that  Department  of  the  Government.     The  respect  which  I  liave  for 
the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  has  caused  me  again,  since  his  rejection,  to 
reconsider  his  merits  and  his  qualiii cations.    That  review  has  s 
me  that  I  could  not  have  a  more  able  adviser  in  the  adminislratiou  4 
public  affairs  or  the  country  a  more  faithful  ofBcer.     I  feel  it,  therefof 
to  be  my  duty  to  renominate  him. 

I  nominate  Caleb  Cusbing  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj',  in  the  place 


of  Walter  Forward,  resigned. 


JOHN  T-iXER. 
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Washington,  March  j.  T843.  y 

To  Ihe  Htntse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  the  final 
report  and  appendices  of  the  joint  commission  appointed  to  explore  and 
survey  the  boundary  hne  between  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  adjoining  British  Provinces,  together  with  a  general  map 


showing  the  results  of  their  labors. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Report  of  Ike  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Presideni  of  the  United  States  far  the 
purpose  of  exploring  and  surveying  the  boundary  line  between  ihe  States  of  Ma 
and  New  Hampshire  and  ike  British  Provinces.* 

Washington',  January  tj,  ttfj. 


Hon.  Danibi.  Whbstkr, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 
5m:  The  operations  of  the  dtviuoiis  under  the  direction  of  Uie  several 
siotters  daring  the  past  season  have  been  a&  follows,  viz : 

r. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  pcrfonned  by  Ihe  division  under  the  direction  of 
chainnan  of  the  board  was  as  follows: 

I.  The  completion  of  the  sun'cyof  the  line  of  highlands  around  tbi 
Rimouski.  filling  up  the  gap  left  in  former  surveys  in  Ihe  line  of  boundary  claimed 
by  the  United  Stales. 

*.  The  survey  of  the  line  of  highlands  rising  from  the  northern  side  of  the  Bay 
Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity  from  the  point  visited  and  measiued  in  184c 
connection  with  the  line  surveyed  in  1841  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Metis. 

j.  The  astronomical  determination  of  the  longitude  of  one  or  more  points 
siuveyed  lines,  in  order  to  the  compilation  of  a  gec^raphicat  map  of  unt 
accuracy. 

The  party,  which  was  dispatched  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  having  been 
by  a  special  messengerassoonasthesignatureof  the  treaty  of  Washington  wi 
known  to  the  commissioner,  no  mole  than  the  first  of  theae  objects 
and  some  of  the  observations  that  would  have  been  considend  necesauy  to 
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this  survey  useful  as  evidence  in  case  of  a  further  discussion  of  the  subject  of  bound- 
ary were  not  completed.  The  expedition  has,  however,  obtained  for  its  results  an 
accurate  survey  of  the  Green  River  of  St.  John  from  its  mouth  to  the  portage  be- 
tween it  and  the  South  Branch  of  the  Katawamkedgwick,  a  survey  of  that  portage, 
and  a  careful  chain  and  compass  survey  of  the  highlands  surrounding  the  sources 
of  Rimouski.  The  first  of  these  is  connected  with  the  survey  of  the  river  St.  John 
made  by  Major  Graham;  the  last  was  united  at  its  two  extremities  with  stations  of 
the  survey  of  1841.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  surveys  the  latitudes  were  carefully 
determined,  by  the  methods  employed  during  the  former  years,  at  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  points.  The  longitudes  have  been  estimated  by  the  use  of  chronometers,  but 
the  sudden  recall  of  the  party  left  the  latter  part  of  the  task  incomplete.  Any  defect 
arising  from  the  latter  cause  may  be  considered  as  in  a  great  degree  compensated  by 
the  connections  referred  to  with  the  work  of  Major  Graham  and  the  surveys  of  the 
previous  years. 

The  party  left  Portland  to  take  the  field  on  the  i8th  June,  and  reached  the  Grand 
Falls  of  the  St.  John  on  its  retmn  on  the  25th  August. 

The  surpliis  stores,  with  the  boats  and  camp  equipage,  were  stored  there,  and  were 
afterwards  transferred  to  the  parties  of  the  two  other  commissioners. 

A  m^  of  the  operations  of  this  division  was  placed  on  file  in  the  State  Department 
on  the  27th  December. 

The  distance  surveyed  along  Green  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  portage  is  57 
miles,  the  length  of  the  portage  5>^  miles,  the  distance  measiu-ed  in  exploration 
of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United  States  61^  miles, 
making  in  all  124  miles. 

n. 

The  parties  under  the  direction  of  A.  Talcott  entered  upon  their  field  duties  about 
the  middle  of  September,  and  completed  that  branch  of  the  service  by  the  5th  of 
November. 

During  that  period  the  following  rivers  and  streams  were  siuireyed: 

1.  The  "main  St.  John  River'*  from  the  mouth  of  the  "Alleguash"  to  the  Forks. 

2.  The  "Southwest  Branch"  to  its  source  at  the  Metjarmette  portage. 

3.  The  "South  Branch,**  pr  "Wool-as-ta-qua-guam,**  to  5  miles  above  Bakers 
Lake  and  near  to  the  exploring  line  of  1841  along  the  highlands  claimed  by  Great 
Britain. 

4.  The  "West  Branch,**  or  "Mat-ta-wa-quam,"  to  its  source  in  the  highlands. 

5.  The  "Northwest  Branch**  to  its  sotu-ce  in  the  highlands. 

6.  The  "  Big  Black  River,**  or  "Chim-pas-a-ooc-ten,**  to  its  source. 

7.  The  "Little  Black  River,**  or  "  Pas-a-ooc-ten.** 

8.  The  " Chim-mem-ti-cook  River**  as  far  as  navigable. 

The  character  of  all  these  streams  is  the  same — slack  water  of  moderate  depth 
alternating  with  rapids.  They  can  never  be  navigated  by  an3rthing  larger  than  a 
bateau. 

The  method  of  survey  was  to  trace  the  course  of  each  stream  by  compass,  estimat- 
ing distances  by  the  eye,  or  by  pacing  when  the  nature  of  the  margin  of  the  river 
would  permit. 

The  average  distance  cotu'sed  per  day  was  about  9  miles,  and  at  the  camps  formed 
at  night  astronomical  observations  north  and  south  of  the  zenith  were  made  to  deter- 
mine their  position  in  latitude,  and  observations  for  tlie  local  time  to  ascertain  their 
difiPerences  of  longitude. 

Meridian  observations  of  the  sun  were  also  made  at  a  point  intermediate  to  the 
camps  whenever  they  could  be  obtained. 

Thirty-three  of  these  points  have  been  used  in  the  correction  of  the  paced  and 
estimated  diatancwi. 
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of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  tlie  correspondence 
the  Executive  Departments  of  tliis  Government  and  the  offiojs 
United  States  Navy  and  others  at  or  near  the  ports  of  South  Amci 
the  Pacific  Ocean.     In  a  comnHinication  made  by  the  Secretary 
in  1832  to  the  Coiiimfttee  of  the  House  on  the  PubUc  Lands,  by  dii 
of  President  Jackson,  he  denies  the  ohligation  of  the  Executive  to 
the  information  called  for  and  maintains  the  authority  of  the  Pri 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  complying  with  calls  of  that  descripl 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  or  its  committees.     Without  multij 
ing  other  instances,  it  is  not  deemed  improi>er  to  refer  to  the  refusal 
the  President  at  the  last  session  of  the  present  Congress  to  comply 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  the  names  < 
members  of  Congress  who  had  applied  for  offices.     As  no  further  i        _ 
was  taken  in  any  form  of  this  refusal,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  fair  inference 
that  the  House  itself  admitted  that  there  were  cases  tn  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  discretionarj'  authority  in  respect  to  the  transmission  of  infor- 
mation in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

Apprehensive  that  silence  under  the  claim  supposed  to  be  set  up  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  under  consideration  might 
be  construed  as  an  acquiescence  in  its  soundness,  I  have  deemed  it  due 
to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  to  state  my  \-iews,  that  a  compli- 
ance in  part  with  the  resolution  may  not  be  deemed  a  surrender  at  a 
necessary  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Many  of  the  reasons  which  existed  at  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retar>'  of  War  of  June  i ,  1S42,  for  then  declining  to  transmit  tlie  report 
of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  frauds  which  he  was 
charged  to  investigate  have  ceased  to  operate.  It  has  been  found  wholly 
impracticable  to  pursue  the  investigation  in  consequence  of  the  death  and 
removal  out  of  the  country  of  those  who  would  be  called  upon  to  testify, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  adequate  authority  or  means  to  render 
it  effectual.  It  could  not  be  conducted  without  expense.  Congress  at 
its  last  session  prohibited  the  pa>'ment  of  any  account  or  charge  what- 
ever growing  out  of  or  in  any  way  connected  with  any  commissiou  or 
inqnirj-,  except  roihtarj-  and  naval  courts- martial  and  courts  of  inquiry, 
unless  special  appropriations  should  l>e  made  for  the  payment  of  sudi 
accounts  and  charges.  Of  the  policy  of  that  provision  of  law  it  does 
become  me  to  speak,  except  to  say  tlial  the  institution  of  inquiries  ii 
the  conduct  of  public  agents.  howevcT  urgent  the  necessity  l>x  _ 
inquir>-  may  be,  is  thereby  lirtually  denied  to  the  Executive,  and  lltal  il 
evils  of  magnitude  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  the  law  I  take  to  my.seU 
no  portion  of  the  responsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  directing  prosecutions  afpainM  the 
contractors  to  furnish  Indians  rations  who  are  charged  with  improper 
con(hict,  a  correspondence  has  been  had  between  the  War  Deportment 
and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  is  herewith  transmitted 
conviction  that  such  prosecution  would  Ix;  entirely  inefTeclunL 

Uuder  theae  drcuniataiices  I  have  thought  proper  to  direct  that 


uiry, 
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report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  frauds  which  he 
was  charged  to  investigate  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  it  accordingly  accompanies  this  message.  At  the  same  time,  I 
have  to  request  the  House  to  consider  it  so  far  confidential  as  not  to  direct 
its  publication  until  the  appropriate  committee  shall  have  examined  it 
and  expressed  their  opinion  whether  a  just  regard  to  the  character  and 
rights  of  persons  apparently  implicated,  but  who  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  the  imputations  on  them,  does  not  require  that  portions 
at  least  of  the  report  should  not  at  present  be  printed. 

This  coiurse  is  adopted  by  me  from  a  desire  to  render  justice  to  all  and 
at  the  same  time  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to  screen  any, 
and  also  to  prevent  the  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the 
information  which  is  likely  to  be  made  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  being 
withheld. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  also  calls  for  ' '  all  facts  in  the  possession 
of  the  Executive,  from  any  source,  relating  to  the  subject.'*  There  are 
two  subjects  specified  in  the  resolution — one  *  *  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,"  and  another  "concerning  the  frauds  he  [Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hitchcock]  was  charged  to  investigate." 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Department  or  its  bureaus  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  it  is  believed,  have  been  from  time  to 
time  communicated  to  Congress  and  are  contained  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  are  now  transmitted,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock's  report  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and 
excepting  the  correspondence  with  the  Cherokee  delegates  in  the  nego- 
tiations which  took  place  diuing  the  last  summer,  which  are  not  supposed 
to  be  within  the  intent  of  the  resolution  of  the  House.  For  the  same 
reason  a  memorial  from  the  Old  Settlers,  or  Western  Cherokees,  as  they 
term  themselves,  recently  presented,  is  not  transmitted.  If  these  or  any 
other  public  documents  should  be  desired  by  the  House,  a  specification  of 
them  will  enable  me  to  cause  them  to  be  furnished  if  it  should  be  found 
proper. 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Office  or  its  bureaus  known  or  supposed  to 
have  any  relation  to  the  alleged  frauds  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitch- 
cock was  charged  to  investigate  are  herewith  transmitted. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  8,  1843. 

To  thf  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to 
their  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 

^^^^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

^SUtlng  that  no  information  is  in  possession  of  the  Government  of  any  negotiation  of  a  treaty, 
or  of  any  overtures  to  treat,  for  a  cession  of  California  by  Mexico  to  England. 
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to  obtain  [heir  widtlis  and  general  contour.     In  the  I'icinitj'  of  C 
use  has  also  been  made  of  a  recent  sarvcy  of  3Ii.  Parrott.  a  ^urveTor  in  tbe 
of  the  StatE  of  ftlaine,  to  whom  we  acknowledge  tioiselTes  indebted  for  the  x 
this  portion  of  his  valuable  Ubots  funushetl  us. 

Between  the  head  of  Lake  Telos  and  Webster  Pond,  one  of  the  somcc*  of  the 
East  Branch  of  the  Penobscot,  there  is  a  portage  of  only  r  mile  and  a  halt  IIuSi 
togetlicr  with  a  small  cut  or  canal,  made  in  1S41  to  connect  the  waters  of  I,ake  TcIos 
wiib  those  '>f  Webster  Pond,  enabled  the  party  which  made  this  Eorvcj  to  jgioeted 
with  their  boats  and  baggage  down  the  Penobscot  to  Battgor.  wlieiE  they  and  ih^ 
surplus  stores  were  disposed  of. 

A  survey  of  the  river  St.  John  was  made  in  the  month  of  September  with  the  chain 
and  compass  from  the  mouth  of  Fish  River  to  the  intersection  of  the  meridian  of  the 
monument  al  the  source  of  the  SL  Crois  with  the  St,  John.  This  surrey  waa  aAcr- 
wards  extended  eastward  to  the  Grand  Falls,  in  order  to  connect  with  the  Bttlt>lK)a)' 
ical  station  established  there,  and  westward  to  the  mouth  of  the  Alleguash,  emfafacing 
a  distance  of  87  miles.  The  islands  were  all  snrveyed,  and  the  chanizels  on  either  side 
of  them  sounded. 

The  commis^oner,  having  had  other  duties  assigned  him  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  did  not  take  the  field  in  person  until  September.  Between  the 
middle  of  that  month  and  the  middle  of  December  he  was  occupied  in  performing 
the  field  duties  assigned  him  by  the  Department  of  State. 

The  party  conducted  by  him  in  person  made  the  astronomical  obserratioina  for  the 
determination  of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  Grand  Falls  of  the  St.  John,  and 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Grand,  Green,  Madawaaka,  Fish,  and  St.  Francis  liven,  all 
tribnlary  to  the  St.  John. 

The  same  party  also  made  a  surrey  of  the  rirer  St.  Francis  from  its  nxmlh  to 
the  outlet  of  I^ke  St  Francis,  a  distance  of  Si  miles. 

This  river  H*as  coursed  by  means  of  a  compass,  and  whenever  the  nature  of  tlic 
shores  would  permit  the  distances  from  bend  to  bend  were  either  raeasured  with 
a  chain  or  paced.  Through  the  greater  part  of  th«  stream,  however,  the  impedi* 
menlB  offtred  by  the  thick  and  small  growth  near  the  shorn  rendereil  Ibi*  degrae 
of  minuteness  impracticable  and  a  resort  to  tstimating  the  distances  by  (be  eye,wen 
practiced  by  previous  actual  measurements,  became  necessary. 

Before  putting  the  trace  of  the  river  thus  derived  upon  the  niap  it  was  oAjaaUA  to 
corxespond  with  the  results  of  astronomical  observatioits  for  latitndc  and  langitade 
at  twelve  intermediate  points  between  its  mouth  and  the  outlet  of  Lake  St.  Fnmcia. 
Its  three  priocipal  lakes,  viz,  Pcttiqua^amas,  Petteiquaggamak.  and  Pohenwgjmook. 
were  triangulated  and  sounded  as  exhibited  by  the  maps  of  detail  yet  to  be  handed  ia 
of  the  operations  of  this  division. 

A  profile  of  the  river,  exhibiting  the  slope  of  the  cotmtty  through  which  it  flows. 

It  obtained  by  barometric  observations  made  at  fifteen  points  between  its  mouUi 
e  bridge  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  Grand  portage  road. 

tion  was  made  with  Long  Lake,  a  tributary  to  Lake  Tennscotata,  by  a 
d  tine  from  a  point  on  tlie  St  Francis  3  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Bine  River 
(n  the  western  shore  of  Long  I^e.  by  which  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ahoie  of  Una 
lake  approached  within  iV  miles  of  the  river  SL  Francis. 

The  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  was  reached  in  ■  distance  of  49V  miles  froBi 
the  mouth  of  the  5t  Francis  following  the  sinuoEdties  of  the  river  on  tlw  iStb  of 
October. 

A  camp  was  established  on  the  southwest  shore  of  the  lake  at  its  outlet  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  necessary  astmnomical  obeervaUooa  to  dctcrmme  the  lotiUde 
arul  liingiltKJc  of  thi*  position.  Ten  days  were  spent  here  for  this  i>bjn.-t.  out  cfwUck 
we  had  oidy  three  nights  thai  wet*  favorable  for  obMrrvalion.  Theic  wm  intptiKred 
OS  far  OS  posuble,  "*"l  the  nsults^btjuned,  CDinbined  with  those  obLtioed  by  CsfitsJA. 
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Talcott's  parties  on  the  Northwest  and  Southwest  branches  of  the  St.  John,  have  fur- 
nished the  elements  for  laying  down  upon  the  general  map  the  straight  lines  which 
show  the  boundary  as  it  is  required  to  run  between  the  highlands  and  the  river  St. 
John  imder  the  treaty  of  1842.  These  furnish  data  for  an  accurate  exhibition  of  the 
extent  of  territory  included  by  this  portion  of  the  boundary  as  fixed  by  that  treaty. 

The  south  shore  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  forms  an  angle  of  about  100°  with  the 
direction  of  the  stream  which  flows  from  it,  and  marks  with  great  certainty  the  point 
at  which,  according  to  the  late  treaty,  the  straight  line  is  to  be  commenced  in  run- 
ning the  boundary  southwestward  to  the  Northwest  Branch  of  the  river  St.  John. 

The  work  of  this  division  was  connected  with  that  of  Captain  Talcott's  division  of 
the  preceding  year  by  noting  the  position  of  a  conmion  point  on  the  western  shore 
of  Lake  Pohenagamook  near  its  head. 

The  commissioner  and  his  party  reached  the  Grand  portage,  or  British  military  road, 
where  it  crosses  the  river  St.  Francis  on  the  2d  of  November,  and  connected  their 
work  with  that  of  Professor  Renwick's  division  of  the  preceding  year  at  the  bridge 
near  Poumier*s  house. 

Observations  were  also  .made  at  this  bridge  for  the  latitude  and  longitude,  when 
the  weather  was  favorable,  between  the  nights  of  the  2d  and  5th  of  November,  and  a 
connection  was  made  in  longitude  with  the  meridian  of  Quebec  by  comparisons  of  the 
local  time  with  three  chronometers  transported  from  the  first  to  the  last  mentioned 
place  between  the  6th  and  loth  of  November. 

This  comparison  was  repeated  on  the  return  of  the  commissioner  by  observing 
again  at  the  St.  Francis  bridge  before  mentioned  on  the  night  of  the  loth  of  December, 
with  the  thermometer  ranging  during  these  observations  from  11  to  15°  below  zero 
of  Fahrenheit's  scale,  there  being  then  near  4  feet  of  snow  upon  the  ground.  The 
commissioner  then  proceeded  by  the  Grand  portage  road,  and  the  road  which  pursues 
the  margin  of  Temiscouata  Lake  and  the  valleys  of  the  Madawaska  and  St.  John  rivers, 
to  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  where  on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  December  he  ag^in 
observed  at  the  same  point  where  his  observations  of  the  29th  of  September  were  made 
while  ascending  the  St.  John.  These  completed,  he  proceeded  to  the  Grand  Falls, 
and  on  the  14th  of  December  discharged  his  party,  which  terminated  his  field  duties 
for  the  season. 

The  distance  surveyed  along  the  new  line  of  boundary  by  this  division  the  past 
season  is — 

Miles. 

1.  Along  the  river  St.  John  from  the  meridian  of  the  monument  of  the  source  of 

the  St.  Croix  to  the  month  of  the  river  St.  Francis ^\% 

2.  Along  the  river  St.  Francis  from  its  mouth  to  the  outlet  of  I<ake  Pohenaga- 

mook        49K 

Total I2ijs( 

IV. 

A  map  marked  L'*  on  a  scale  of  1 400,000,  exhibiting  the  lines  respectively  claimed 
by  the  two  nations  under  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  treaty  of 
1842,  is  herewith  presented.  By  reference  thereto  the  operations  of  the  several  divi- 
sions during  the  present  and  previous  years  will  be  better  understood. 

For  a  more  particular  view  of  the  surveys  and  explorations  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  each  of  the  commissioners,  including  descriptions  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
navigation  of  streams,  etc,  the  undersigned  respectfully  refer  to  their  respective  nar- 
ratives hereto  appended,  and  to  the  maps  of  detail  deposited  by  each  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  y.g  RENWICK 

A.  TALCOTT. 
JAMES  D.  GRAHAM, 

Commissioners, 
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\.  —  Operatiims  during  the  year  tS^i. 

I.  At  as  early  a  period  as  there  waa  an  j  probability  of  Ibc  contitiT' bong  ai 
two  engineers  were  dispatched  from  the  city  of  New  Vorlc  far  the  purpOK  of  cxplcr- 
ing  the  Rimonski  River.  This  bad  been  eroeeed  by  tlie  cotmnisKiaacr  late  ax  the 
pnrviouK  season.  It  had  been  ascertained  that  it  took  ita  source  nincb  fortba  to 
the  south  thiia  was  icpiesented  on  any  map,  and  that  at  its  head  would  be  tlie  |!'**t- 
est  difficulty  in  the  intended  researches.  It  was,  besides,  considered  acocsBwy  tint 
sidltfut  boatmen  and  practiced  woodsmen  should  be  engaged  in  Canada..  Time 
it  was  believed  could  be  found  in  Quebec,  and  the  chief  of  this  detachment,  with 
an  appointment  as  acting  commissioner,  was  diicctcd  to  perform  ibts  duty  on  his 

This  detachment  accordingly  left  New  York  on  the  mi  Mny.  On  reitchiag  Qoe- 
bcc  it  was  found  that  the  proper  persons  could  only  be  engaged  M  Trois  Ririem. 
A  delay  was  thus  occasioned  before  this  part  of  the  doty  could  be  petfcjrmcd.  TTie 
delachnient,  however,  reached  Rimouski  flth  June,  where  the  snow  waa  aill  fovod 
upon  the  ground  and  the  ri%-er  barely  fit  for  the  access  of  boats.  No  lime  bad  there- 
fore been  lost,  and  the  reconnoissance  of  the  river  was  successfully  perfonned.  The 
detachment,  after  passing  all  the  establishtnents  of  lumberers,  extended  its  explo- 
rations beyond  the  remotest  Indian  paths,  and  leaving  its  boats  penetrated  on  foot 
several  miles  to  the  south  of  the  highest  point  of  the  stream  in  which  boats  cooU 
float.  In  this  pn^ress  through  unexplored  ground  a  lake  wholly  unknowa  wks  dis- 
covered. The  results  of  this  expedition  were  embodied  in  a  map,  which  on  cx«Bii- 
nation  by  parties  furnished  with  better  means  was  found  acctuste. 

It  was  fountl  by  this  party  that  the  Rimouski  presented  difficulties  which  would 
forbid  its  ascent  by  a  parly  provided  vrith  stores  and  instruments  for  the  prreeculion 
of  a  survey  along  the  height  of  land,  and  that  U  wonld  be  impracticsblc  evm  to 
tojitx  it  the  route  of  an  expedition  to  reach  its  own  source.  The  little  kmnrlrdge 
iitiiich  was  possessed  of  its  upper  course  and  tile  fnct  that  il  Iiad  probdbly  nerrr  bwii 
explored  even  by  Indian  hunters  were  accounted  for  by  its  difficulty  of  ^ctxss,  which 
wonld  forbid  the  carriage  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions  for  cau«iu|ilioa  daring 
its  ascent  and  descent.  On  other  streams  difficulties  g(  this  sorl 
afterwards  overcome  by  the  use  of  tlie  bateaux  of  the  Penobscot,  of  g 
and  strength  than  the  birch  canoes,  but  the  continual  repetition  of  poita|t«B  o 
Rimouski  forbade  the  use  of  any  vessel  heavier  than  the  latter. 

i.  The  main  body  of  engineers,  etc.,  was  onlercd  to  assemble  in  New  Y 
15U1  May,  for  which  lime  a  vessel  was  chartered  tor  the  purpose  of  connying  11 
with  stores  sufficient  for  an  expeilition  of  five  months  am!  the  ni 
and  camp  equipage,  to  Metis,  on  the  Si,  Lawrence,  The  eipcricncc  of  tl 
scnaon  had  shown  that  the  country  was  so  poiir  as  to  fumith  Iittlc,(or  the  mppott 
of  a  numcrons  party,  asd  It  was  believed  that  even  game  and  fisti  wnoU  be  fuunl 
scarce  at  the  points  where  supplies  would  be  m»M  ucvdH-  Il  won  therefore  to  be 
chosen  between  laying  in  the  supplies  in  New  York  or  ia  Qocbec.  xoA  white  the 
great  advantage  of  conveying  all  the  impurltinl  iiLstrummli  by  wu  tunml  the  ^slc 
in  favor  of  the  former  place,  it  has  been  Bscertatned  thnt  the  ileci^inin  was  la  othtr 
tapccts  correct,  fur  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  navigating  the  SC-  LmncDGX 
might  haw  frustrated  altogether,  and  would  certainly  have  materially  ilcUyod,  the 
comnunicemeiil  of  the  mdiii  survey. 

Tile  iuliag  o(  th«  vcwcl  was  delayed,  in  expectation  of  the  aniral  of  inotrmaeaU 
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from  Europe,  until  tbe  30th  ci  May,  when  a  sufficient  supply  for  beginning  the 
operations  arrived. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Lally,  one  of  the  first  assistants,  was  directed  to  proceed  to 
Bangor,  in  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  boats  and  men  to  manage  them. 
These  were  obtained  and  brought  down  the  Penobscot  to  Castine,  where  they  were 
on  the  8th  June  embarked  in  the  vessel  which  carried  the  rest  of  the  party,  and  which 
had  orders  to  call  at  that  port  for  the  purpose.  The  experience  of  the  previous  year 
had  manifested  the  great  superiority  of  the  bateaux  of  the  Penobscot  over  all  other 
vessels  in  the  navigation  of  shallow  and  rapid  rivers.  The  physical  energy  and 
enterprise  of  the  boatmen  of  that  river  had  also  been  known.  It  was  believed  that 
it  was  not  only  essential  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  laboring  force  should 
be  American  citizens,  but  that  much  good  would  result  from  emulation  between  the 
boatmen  of  the  Penobscot  and  the  Canadian  voyageurs.  This  expectation  was  in  a 
great  degree  confirmed  by  the  result,  for  although  it  must  be  stated  with  regret  that 
it  became  necessary  at  an  early  period  to  discharge  some  of  the  Americans,  the 
remainder  were  models  of  intelligence,  sobriety,  industry,  and  perseverance,  and 
entered  into  the  work,  not  with  the  feelings  of  hired  laborers,  but  with  those  of  men 
who  felt  that  the  interest  of  their  cotmtry  was  at  stake. 

3.  The  commissioner  did  not  leave  New  York  until  30th  of  June,  being  delayed  in 
expectation  of  more  instruments.  A  part  of  these  only  had  arrived,  but  further  delay 
might  have  been  injurious.  Proper  instructions  had  been  given  for  setting  the  party 
in  motion  in  case  it  could  be  organized  before  he  joined  it,  but  these  were  rendered 
nugatory  by  the  length  of  the  vessel's  passage.  This  did  not  reach  Metis  till  7th  July, 
so  that  the  commissioner,  arriving  on  the  9th,  was  in  time  to  direct  the  first  opera- 
tions in  person.  The  stores,  boats,  and  instruments  had  been  landed  and  partially 
carried  to  a  camp  on  the  river  above  the  falls.  A  heavy  rain  on  the  icth  July  ren- 
dered the  roads  almost  impa.«sable,  and  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  12th  that 
the  first  detachment  could  be  embarked.  This  was  comprised  of  Dr.  O.  Goodrich, 
the  assistant' commissary,  two  surveyors,  and  an  assistant  engineer.  The  first  was  in 
charge  of  stores  sufficient  for  six  weeks*  consumption.  The  siu^eyors  had  orders 
to  survey  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  it  with  the  line  of  exploration,  and 
the  latter  was  directed  to  make  barometric  observations.  The  commissioner  and  the 
remaining  engineers  were  detained  at  Metis  by  the  necessary  astronomic  observa- 
tions. These  being  completed,  the  instruments,  camp  equipage,  and  a  portion  of  the 
stdres  were  embarked,  and  the  main  body  proceeded  up  the  river  about  noon  on 
the  15th  July. 

4.  The  river  was  found  to  be  still  swollen  by  the  melting  of  the  snows  on  the  high- 
lands near  its  source,  and,  being  at  all  times  rapid,  the  progress  of  the  party  \^*as 
attended  both  with  difficulty  and  danger.  One  of  the  birch  canoes,  although  man- 
aged by  a  skillful  voyageur,  was  twice  upset,  and  one  of  the  bea-nly  loaded  bateaux 
filled  with  water  in  a  rapid.  The  result  of  the  first  accident  was  unimportant,  except 
as  respected  the  personal  comfort  of  one  of  the  party,  who  lost  his  clothing  when  it 
could  not  be  replaced;  the  second  accident  caused  the  loss  of  some  valuable  stores. 
A  guide  had  been  procured  in  the  person  of  a  Canadian  who  was  said  to  have  acted 
in  the  same  capacity  to  Captain  Broughton,  who  had  descended  the  river  by  order  of 
the  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  in  1840.  So  long  as  the  ser%nces  of  the  guide 
were  unimportant  he  was  found  intelligent  and  acquainted  with  the  country,  but 
on  passing  be3rond  the  region  usually  visited  by  lumbering  parties  he  manifested  a 
very  scanty  knowledge.  It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  commissioner  to  ascend 
to  Lake  Metis  and  thence  proceed  to  the  height  of  land  by  an  old  portage  said  to 
have  existed  from  that  lake  to  the  one  at  the  head  of  the  Grande  Pourche  of  the 
Rertigonche,  which  had  been  explored  by  the  commissioner  in  1840.  Lake  Metis 
was  chosen  becanse  all  former  accounts,  and  particularly  those  of  the  surveyors  of 
the  joint  oonnnission  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  represented  this 
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as  the  body  of  water  seen  to  the  northwest  of  the  termination  of  the  e 
meridian  line.  The  guide  appeared  to  confirm  this  impression,  and  held  oui 
menta  tliat  led  to  the  belief  that  he  mas  acquainted  with  the  portafre  in  < 
The  nearer,  however,  it  was  approached  the  less  seemed  to  be  his  confidence. 
there  appeared  to  be  some  reason  to  doubt  his  competency  or  his  will,  a  place  ii 
river  was  reached  where  it  divided  into  two  branches  of  nearly  equal  magnitude. 
inquirj-  from  the  guide  it  was  ascertained  that  the  easlenunost  of  tliese  w 
Metis,  the  other  the  Mistigougeche  (Riviere  au  Foin).  Althougti  the  latter  ap[ 
to  be  the  most  direct  course  to  the  boundary,  it  was  still  believed,  and  nothing  could 
be  learned  from  him  to  the  contrary,  that  tbe  former  led  to  the  termination  of  the 
exploring  meridian  line.  The  party  of  Dr.  Goodrich  liad  gone  up  the  Metis,  and  it 
WBs  necessary  to  communicate  with  it  before  any  change  in  plan  could  be  ""d«- 
The  commissioner  therefore  entered  the  main  Metis,  and  in  the  evening  overtook 
tlie  suri-eyors,  who  had  been  unable  to  keep  the  survey  up  with  the  progress  ol  the 
boats.  An  express  was  therefore  sent  forward  to  stop  the  boats,  and,  the  party 
encamping,  astronomic  observations  were  made  fur  tbe  solution  of  the  difficulty  in 
which  it  appeared  to  be  enveloped.  A  detachment  was  also  sent  out  to  explore  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Metis,  This  readied  tbe  Lalce  of  the  Little  Red  River,  and  from 
its  banks  took  bearings  to  what  appeared  to  be  the  greatest  mountain  of  the  country. 
This  is  known  by  the  name  of  Paganet,  and  lies  to  the  southwest  of  Lake  Matapediac, 
forming  a  part  of  the  highlands  which  are  so  obviously  described  as  the  boundary  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec  in  the  proclamation  of  1763.  Its  height  was  reported  to  be 
probably  3,000  feet,  but  as  it  has  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  survey  that  heights 
in  that  region  may  easily  be  overestimated,  it  can  not  be  safely  taken  at  more  than 
2,500  feel.  The  result  of  the  astronomic  obsen'Btions  seemed  to  show  that  the  main 
stream  would  lead  too  far  to  fhe  eastward,  and  after  mature  deliberation  it  wa» 
resolved  that  tbe  course  should  be  retraced  and  the  Mistigougeche  ascended.  The 
first  part  of  the  operation  was  attended  with  little  delay.  Half  an  hour  sufficed  for 
reaching  the  forks,  whence  the  party  bad  been  six  hours  in  mounting.  The  guide 
also  stated  that  the  Mistigougeche  was  a  much  less  dilGcult  stream  than  Metis.  Of 
the  comparative  facility,  except  for  a  few  miles  of  the  latter,  no  opportunity  for 
judging  was  obtained;  but  these  were  so  difficult  as  to  confirm  his  statement.  Ob 
the  other  hand,  the  former  was  found  to  be  much  worse  than  it  had  been  represented 
by  him.  His  knowledge,  in  fact,  was  limited  to  its  state  in  winter,  for  it  appeared 
from  a  subsequent  interview  with  Captain  Broughton  to  be  doubtful  whether  he  had 
served  in  the  employ  of  that  officer;  and  it  can  be  well  imagined  tliat  the  river  when 
locked  up  in  ice  should  present  an  aspect  of  far  less  rapidity  than  when  rushing 
with  its  springtide  violence.  The  Mistigougeche  was  found  to  be  intercepted  bjr  • 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  which  could  nut  be  passed  by  the  boats  when  loaded,  although  tbe 
Peuobscot  men  boldly  and  silccessfulty  carried  theirs  up  when  empty,  in  which  feat 
they  were  imitated  by  the  voyageurs.  who  had  at  first  deemed  it  impossible.  The  toads 
of  the  boats  were  earned  over  a  portage,  and  in  this  operation  the  chronometers  were 
found  to  deviate  from  each  other,  showing  a  manifest  change  of  rate  in  some  or  ftll 
of  them.  This  may  be  ascribed  to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  transportation,  bnt  « 
tnore  than  could  be  reasonably  anticipated,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  p 
(z.ooo  yards)  and  the  great  care  that  was  taken  in  conveying  them.  At  w 
tance  above  the  falls  a  lake  of  moderate  size  was  reached,  embosometl  m  h 
ntibarrassed  at  its  uppei'cnd  witli  grass.  Prom  the  last  feature  it  was  ascertain 
thatboth  take  and  river  take  their  epitliet  of  Grassy  (Riviere  an  Foin,  and,  in  Ii 
of  Mistigougeche,  or  Grassy  Lake).  At  this  lake  the  party  of  the  commissioiiEr  n 
in  advance  of  the  loaded  boats.  A  halt  was  therefore  made  and  a  party  cenl  o 
explore  to  tbe  westward.  This  party  reached  an  eminence  whence  a  lake  w 
which  the  gnide  stated  to  be  the  head  of  a  branch  of  the  Rimouski,  fardlftant,  ai 
averred,  ftom  any  waters  of  the  Restjgouche.    Subaequeat  examinatioo  baa  il 
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that  thiB  party  had  actually  reached  the  height  of  land  and  that  the  survey  of  the 
boundary  might  have  been  advantageously  commenced  from  this  point. 

On  leaving  the  lake  the  river  was  fotmd  to  have  a  gentle  current  for  a  few 
miles.  It  was  then  interrupted  by  a  bed  of  timber,  after  passing  which  it  became 
as  rapid  aa  ever.  In  a  short  time,  however,  a  noble  sheet  of  water  was  reached,  sur- 
rounded by  lofty  hills,  and  of  great  depth.  At  the  upper  end  of  this  a  place  was 
chosen  for  a  stationary  camp,  and  preparations  were  made  for  proceeding  to  the  land 
survey.  While  these  were  going  forward  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  Mr. 
Lally,  one  of  the  first  assistants,  was  detached  to  reconnoiter  the  inlet  of  the  lake. 
During  his  absence  observations  were  taken  and  the  rates  of  the  chronometers  worked 
up.  Of  the  four  instruments  with  which  the  expedition  was  ftunished,  two  had  varied 
from  the  other  two  on  the  portage.  All  were  of  good  reputation,  and  no  means 
existed  of  determining  on  which  pair  reliance  could  be  placed.  From  the  rates  of 
two  of  them  it  appeared  that  the  camp  was  situated  12  miles  to  the  northwest  of  the 
tree  chosen  by  the  American  surveyors  in  1818  as  marking  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Actual  survey  has  shown  that  the  distance  is  about  10  miles.  The 
result  given  by  the  chronometers  was  speedily  confirmed  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Lally, 
who  reported  that  he  had  actually  reached  the  marked  tree,  well  known  to  him  by 
his  visit  to  it  the  year  before,  and  that  he  had  pursued  for  a  couple  of  miles  the  line 
cut  out  subsequently  by  Captain  Broughton. 

6.  The  pfeparations  being  completed,  Messrs.  H.  B.  Renwick  and  Lally  were  sent 
out,  each  at  the  head  of  a  sufficient  party,  with  instructions  to  proceed  together  to 
the  west  tmtil  they  reached  waters  running  to  the  Restigouche  and  then  to  divide, 
Mr.  Lally  proceeding  to  the  northwest  angle  and  Mr.  Renwick  toward  Rimoiiski. 
Each  was  directed  to  pursue  as  far  as  possible  the  height  of  land  and  to  remain  in 
the  field  as  long  as  the  supplies  which  the  men  could  carry  would  permit.  They 
were  also  ordered  to  mark  their  path  in  order  to  insure  a  safe  rettun,  as  well  as  all 
the  stations  of  their  barometric  observations.  Each  of  the  laborers  was  loaded  with 
56  pounds  besides  his  own  baggage  and  ax,  and  the  engineers  and  surveyors  carried 
their  own  baggage  and  instruments.  The  commissioner,  with  one  assistant,  remained 
in  the  stationary  camp  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  longitude  accurately  and 
of  making  corresponding  barometric  observations. 

7.  In  this  place  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  the  lake  which  was  thus  reached 
was  ascertained  with  certainty  to  be  that  seen  by  the  surveyors  of  the  joint  commis- 
sion in  iti8,  and  which  was  by  them  supposed  to  be  Lake  Metis.  As  it  has  no  name 
yet  assigned  to  it,  it  has  been  called  upon  our  maps  Lake  Johnson,  in  honor  of  the 
American  surveyor  by  whom  it  was  first  visited.  It  is  1,007  ^^^t  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  being  more  than  twice  as  much  as  the  total  fall  assigned  to  the  waters  of  the 
Metis  in  the  report  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Peatherstonhaugh.  So  great  an  elevation 
in  so  short  a  course  is  sufficient  to  accotmt  for  the  great  rapidity  of  the  stream.  To 
illustrate  this  rapidity  in  an  obvious  manner,  the  birch  canoes,  which  on  the  waters 
of  the  St.  John  are  easily  managed  by  one  man,  are  never  intrusted  on  those  of  the 
Metis  to  less  than  two.  Our  departure  from  Metis  in  boats  so  deeply  loaded,  as  was 
afterwards  learned,  was  considered  there  as  a  desperate  attempt,  and  although  but 
one  of  them  sustained  injury,  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  great  skill  of  the  boatmen; 
and  to  show  the  velocity  of  the  stream  in  a  still  stronger  light,  it  is  to  be  recollected 
that,  after  deducting  the  loss  of  time  on  the  Metis,  nine  days  of  incessant  labor  were 
spent  in  taking  up  the  loaded  boats,  while  the  assistant  commissary  whom  it  became 
necessary  to  send  to  Metis  left  the  stationary  camp  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  28th  July  and  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  before  sunset  of  the  same  day, 
after  making  two  portages,  one  of  2,000  3rards  and  the  other  of  2  miles. 

8.  The  first  day  of  the  operations  of  Messrs.  H.  B.  Renwick  and  Lally  was  attended 
with  an  accident  which  had  an  injurious  effect.  The  surveyor  of  Mr.  Lally's  party, 
Mr.  W.  G.  Waller,  fell  from  a  tree  laid  as  a  bridge  across  a  stream  and  lamed  himself 


man  to  attend  him,  in  the  woods, 
ered  to  be  able  to  walk.     Intelligence 
whom  the 
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o  such  a  degree  as  to  be  incapable  either  of  proceeding  with  the  party  01 
ing  to  the  stationarv  camp.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  leave  him,  with  a 
'  "  as  a  week  before  he  was  sufficiently  recov- 
immediately  sent  to  the  commissioner,  by 
he  had  tctained  in  camp  to  aid  in  astronomic  obserrations  was 
sent  to  take  the  place  of  the  surveyor.  Two  days  were  thus  lost,  and  the  intended 
astronomic  observations  were  far  less  numerons  than  they  might  have  tieen  with  Iht 
aid  of  a  competent  assistant. 

The  two  parties,  proceeding  together,  reached  Katawamkedgwick  Lake.  That 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Reuwick  immediately  crossed  it,  while  that  uf  llr. 
I,ally  proceeded  along  the  eastern  bank  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  source  ot  tbe 
stream.  Tbi^  being  attained,  the  party  of  Mr.  L.  pursued  the  height  of  land  as  nearly 
as  possible  and  reached  the  exploring  meridian  line.  Crossing  this,  some  progress 
was  made  to  the  eastward,  when  a  failure  of  provisions  compelled  a  return  to  camp. 
The  party  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick,  proceeding  until  the  Rimouski  was  seen,  tnmcd  to 
the  south  and  finally  reached  the  southeasterly  source  ot  that  river,  a  point  probably 
never  before  pressed  by  human  foot,  for  it  was  found  to  consist  in  a  series  of  beaver 
ponds,  in  which  that  animal  was  residing  in  communities  and  without  any  appear- 
ance of  having  been  ever  disturbed.  The  low  state  of  provisions  in  this  instance 
also  called  the  party  back,  but  not  before  every  anticipated  result  had  been  obtained. 

9.  The  party  ot  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick  having  retum«J  first,  immediate  prepsntjoni 
were  made  for  descending  the  stream.  Before  they  were  completed  Mr.  I.alty  *Im 
came  in,  and  both  were  assembled  at  Metis  on  the  14th,  whence  the  commissionei 
set  out  instantly  for  the  river  Du  Loup,  which  had  been  chosen  as  the  base  of  further 

The  circumstances  of  the  operations  up  the  Metis  and  Metis  and  Mistigougeche 
had  been  upon  the  whole  favorable.  Willi  the  exception  of  a  single  thundershower, 
no  raiu  had  been  experienced;  the  country  was  still  sufficiently  moist  to  insure  a 
supply  of  water  even  upon  the  ridges.  The  sun  was  observed  daily  tor  time  and 
latitude,  and  the  nights  admitted  of  observations  of  tbe  pole  star  for  latitude  at 
almost  every  camp.  At  the  stationary  camp,  however,  the  mists  rising  from  the  lake 
obscured  the  horiion  and  rendered  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites  invisible;  nor 
was  it  possible  to  obser\-e  the  only  occnltation  of  a  star  which  calculation  rendered 
probable  during  the  period  in  question.  Much,  however,  had  been  accomplished. 
A  river  little  known  had  been  carefully  surveyed  some  miles  beyond  its  jundion 
with  a  branch  unheard  of  by  geographers.  This  branch  had  been  explored,  its  course 
and  length  determined;  a  path  nearly  coinciding  with  tbe  boundary  line  for  an  extent 
of  B6  miles  had  been  measured  and  leveled,  and  regions  before  unseen  visited.  One 
accident  of  a  serious  character  had  occurred,  and  one  of  the  laboring  men,  although 
an  homme  du  nord,  seasoned  in  the  service  of  the  Hudsous  Bay  Company,  had  been 
tendered  unfit  by  fatigue  for  further  duty  in  the  service;  but  with  these  exceptions 
the  health  and  strength  of  the  party  were  unimpaired.  All  augured  well  for  a  speedy 
and  successful  completion  of  the  task  in  a  manner  as  perfect  as  had  been  anticipated. 

10.  Instructions  had  been  transmitted  to  the  commissary,  as  soon  as  it  wu  found 
thai  a  portage  to  Katawamkedgwick  and  theuce  to  Rimouski  was  impracticable,  to 
have  a  vessel  ready  at  Metis  to  transport  the  stores  to  the  river  Du  Loup.  One  wa* 
in  consequence  chartered,  but,  being  neaped  in  the  harbor  of  Rimouski,  did  not  nach 
Metis  till  the  19111  August.  When  loaded,  her  sailing  was  delayed  by  an  unfavorsble 
wind,  and  its  continuance  prevented  her  from  reaching  the  river  Du  Loup  before  the 
a9th  Angnat.  An  entire  week  of  very  favorable  weather  was  thus  lost  for  6eld  oper- 
ations, and  it  was  not  even  possible  to  employ  it  to  advantage  in  observations,  as  all 
the  chronometers  but  one  and  the  larger  instruments,  in  order  to  expose  them  as 
little  as  possible  to  change  of  rate  or  injury,  had  been  forwarded  iioisa  Metia  in  the 
vessel.  With  the  one  chronometer  and  the  reflecting  repeating  circle  tramerotif 
obaervations  were,  however,  made  for  the  latitude  of  the  river  Do  Lonp. 

1 1 .  During  the  time  the  main  body  was  engaged  in  aaceoding  the  Metis  and  in  tbe 
oUm  <^>eratiana  which  have  been  mentioned  an  en^ncer  wu  4bcctcd  W  pneead 
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from  Metis  along  the  Kempt  road  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  along  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Matapediac 
and  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  line  forms  the  continuation  of  that  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  and  is  important  in  its  connection  with  the  proclamation  of  1763*  but 
as  it  falls  without  the  ground  which  is  the  subject  of  dispute,  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  survey  it.  The  heights  which  could  be  reached  were  therefore  measured 
with  the  barometer,  and  the  position  of  the  points  at  which  the  observations  were 
taken  referred  to  existing  maps  without  any  attempt  to  correct  their  errors. 

In  the  course  of  this  reconnoissance  an  eminence  1,743  feet  in  height,  \y\n%  to  the 
southeast  of  Lake  Matapediac,  was  ascended.  Thence  was  had  the  view  of  a  wide, 
open  valley  extending  toward  the  southeast  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  and  bounded  on 
the  northeast  and  southwest  by  highlands.  The  former  were  pointed  out  by  the 
guide  as  the  Chic  Choc  MonntainSi  in  the  district  of  Gaspe;  the  latter,  it  appeared 
beyond  question,  extended  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  and  strike  it  below  the  Matapediac. 
At  the  latter  place  a  party  detached  down  the  Restigouche  in  1840  had  measured 
the  height  of  Ben  Lomond,  a  highland  rising  abruptly  from  the  western  termination 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs.  and  found  it  to  be  1,024  feet.  Thus  it  appears  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt  that  a  chain  of  eminences  well  entitled  to  the  name  of  highlands, 
both  as  dividing  waters  and  rising  to  the  character  of  mountains,  depart  from  **  the 
northern  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity  ^^'  bound  the  valley 
of  the  Matapediac  to  the  northeast,  and,  bending  around  the  lake  of  that  name, 
■separate  its  waters  from  those  of  the  Metis.  These  are  deeply  cut  by  valleys,  whose 
direction  appears  from  the  map  of  the  reconnoissance  and  from  the  course  of  the 
tributary  streams  which  occupy  their  lines  of  maximum  slope  to  run  from  southwest 
to  northeast,  or  at  right  angles  to  the  general  coiu-se  of  the  highlands  themselves. 
These  highlands  are  obviously  those  defined  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  and  the 
commission  of  Governor  Wilmot. 

12.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  instruments  arrived  from  Metis  at  the  river  Du  Loup 
a  party  was  detached  to  survey  the  Temiscouata  portage,  a  line  known  to  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  subsequent  operations,  but  whose  interest  has  been  increased  from 
the  unexpected  frequency  with  which  the  line  dividing  the  waters  touches  or  crosses 
it.  Stores  for  a  month's  service  were  transported  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Lake 
Temiscouata,  along  with  the  boats  and  camp  equipage. 

Two  separate  parties  were  now  formed,  the  one  to  proceed  up  Temiscouata  Lake, 
the  other  to  ascend  the  TuladL  The  embarkation  of  both  was  completed  at  noon 
on  the  4th  September. 

13.  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick,  with  the  party  under  his  command,  was  directed  if  possi- 
ble to  ascend  the  middle  or  main  branch  of  Tuladi  and  form  a  stationary  camp  at 
the  highest  point  of  that  stream  which  could  be  reached  by  boats. 

Mr.  Lally  had  orders  to  enter  and  follow  the  river  Asherbish,  which  enters  Lake 
Temiscouata  at  its  head,  until  the  progress  of  his  boats  should  be  interrupted.  The 
first  party  was  directed  to  operate  in  the  first  place  toward  the  west,  the  second 
toward  the  east,  upon  the  height  of  land  until  they  should  meet  each  other's  marks. 
The  party  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick  was  directed,  therefore,  to  proceed  from  the  head  of 
Tuladi  and  reach  if  possible  the  head  of  Rimouski,  thus  forming  a  connection  with 
the  line  explored  from  the  head  of  Mistigougeche;  that  of  Mr.  Lally  to  proceed  from 
the  head  of  Asherbish  along  the  height  of  land  to  the  Temiscouata  portage.  The 
commissary  was  then  moved  up  with  a  large  amount  of  stores  and  halted  on  the 
summit  of  Mount  Biort,  to  be  within  reach  of  both  the  parties  in  case  of  a  demand 
for  new  supplies,  and  to  receive  them  on  their  return. 

14.  The  party  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick,  having  passed  through  Tuladi  Lake,  entered 
the  main  stream  of  that  name  on  the  5th  September.  The  head  of  it  had  been  seen 
by  that  gentleman  in  September,  1840,  and  held  out  the  promise  of  abundance  of 
water  for  navigation.    This  promise  did  not  fail,  but  it  was  found  that  the  stream 
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bad  probably  never  before  been  ascended,  and  was  therefore  embamoKd  irith 
wood.  After  cutting  througli  several  rafts  with  gieat  labor,  a  place 
where  the  stream  spr&d  out  to  a  great  width  over  beds  of  gravel,  and  all 
progress  in  boats  became  impossible.  It  was  therefore  determined 
stream  and  ascend  the  western  braach,  well  known  under  the  name 
and  which  bad  been  fully  cJtplored  in  1840.  The  resolution  to  return  was  taken  on 
the  6th,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  beaver  pond  at  the  head  of  AbagnaqoMli 
was  reached;  here  a  sCationary  csmp  was  established.  One  of  the  men  had  woonded 
himself  with  an  ax  and  three  more  were  so  ill  as  to  be  nufit  for  service.  The  nnmben 
were  yet  sufficient  for  short  expeditions,  and  one  was  immediately  fitted  out  for  the 
head  o(  Tuladi  with  provisions  to  fortu  a  cache  for  fntiue  operations.  This  expedition 
explored  so  much  of  the  height  of  land  as  would  otherwise  have  been  thicnm  oat  of 
the  regular  order  in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  ascend  the  main  brand  of  Tttladi, 

15.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  lAlly  proceeded  up  Lake  Temiscouata  and  entefed  tbe 
Asherbish.  Tbis  stream  was  also  fouD<l  very  difficult,  and  on  the  evening  of  tbe  7th 
no  more  than  7  miles  bad  been  accomplished  on  tt.  At  Ibis  point~a  stationary  catap 
was  fixed  and  a  detachment  sent  out  to  explore  the  neighborhood.  On  the  loth  31r. 
Lally  set  out  to  the  eastward,  and  struck  the  lower  end  of  Abagnaqua^Lakeon  the 
afternoon  of  the  i  ith  September.  Being  obdously  too  far  to  the  south,  he  ayfndrd 
that  stream  and  reached  U.  B.  Kenwick's  camp  on  the  evening  of  tbe  I3tb.  The 
next  morning  be  proceeded  to  the  height  of  land,  and  after  twice  crosaiiig  ii 
bis  stationary  camp  on  Asherbish  at  noon  on  the  2ist  September. 

On  this  expedition  two  out  of  three  barometers  n-ere  broken,  and  an  wn: 
therefore  sent  to  seek  a  fresh  supply  from  the  stores. 

16.  The  expedition  sent  ont  by  H.  B.  Renwick  to  the  head  of  the  Tnladi 
on  the  ijtb  September.  One  of  tbe  men  came  in  severely  wounded,  and  those  Itft 
sick  and  wounded  in  camp  were  still  unfit  for  service;  otbera  also  were  taken  skk. 
Of  the  laborers  of  tlie  party,  one-half  were  thus  lost  for  the  present  to  the  senicc. 
The  engineer  in  command,  who  had  finished  the  observations  for  which  be  had 
remained  in  the  stationary  camp,  determined,  therefore,  to  proceed  to  UoaDt  Biort  ui 
order  to  obtain  men.  Previous  to  his  departnre  on  tbe  15th  September  be  fitted  oitt 
a  second  expedition  i^th  all  the  disposable  strength  for  tbe  pnrpoee  of  openUtag 
between  the  head  of  Tuladi  and  the  point  in  the  height  of  land  where  Mr.  Ijlly'a 
line  diverged  to  tlie  southwest.  The  newly  engaged  hands  and  the  det*cfai&enl  on 
its  return  both  reached  the  camp  on  the  Abagnsqnash  on  the  19th  of  September. 
On  the  2ist,  all  arrangements  having  been  completed,  Mr.  II.  B.  Renwick,  leaving 
the  assistant  commissary  with  only  one  man  in  the  statiouHry  camp,  set  off  toward 
the  bead  of  Rimouski.  Tbis  course  was  pursued  for  six  days,  when  it  became  neco- 
saiy  to  return  for  want  of  provisions,  and  the  stationary  camp  was  reached  on  the  xd 
October.  On  tbis  expedition  tbe  line  of  exploration  made  in  June  up  the  RisKmski 
was  intersected  and  the  ground  traversed  in  July  and  August  seen  and  connected 
with  the  survey,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  penetrate  along  the  height  of  Isnd 
on  the  western  side  of  Rimouski  to  its  head.  On  reaching  tbe  camp  sdow  began  to 
fait,  and  the  thermometer  marked  iS°  in  the  morning.  All  further  opeistioiia  for 
tlie  season  in  this  direction  were  therefore  at  an  end.  A  portion  of  the  line  wluch 
divides  the  waters  falling  into  the  St.  John  from  those  falling  into  tha  St.  Lawrcncv 
remained  in  conseqtKUCe  unaurveyed.  It  can  not,  bowerer,  be  said  to  be  stMolntcly 
unexplored,  for  it  was  seen  from  the  eastern  side  of  Rintooskt,  presenting  the  apfwar- 
ance  of  a  range  of  bills  at  least  as  elevated  as  any  on  the  bonndary. 

iB.  Mr.  Lally  having  received  a  fresh  supply  of  barometers  on  the  evening  of  the 
13d.  resumed  his  surrey  of  the  hdghl  of  land  on  the  asth  September,  and  rc«ched 
tbe  camp  of  the  commissary  on  Mount  Biort  on  the  3A  October,  having  sBrveyn) 
and  leveled  the  intertnediate  dividing  ridge.  The  party  of  H.  B.  Renwick  deacended 
tb«  Abtfpiaqtiaab  «nd  Tttladi,  and,  croMuig  Lake  TenuKonata,  tcKbed  Um  aeme 
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Tendezvons  on  the  5th  October.  The  interval  was  spent  by  Mr.  Lally's  party  in 
clearing  a  space  for  a  panoramic  view  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Biort. 

19.  The  commissioner,  having  superintended  in  person  the  equipment  and  embar- 
kation of  the  parties  of  Messrs.  H.  B.  Renwick  and  Lally  on  Lake  Temiscouata, 
returned  to  the  river  Du  Loup  for  the  purpose  of  making  astronomic  observations. 
These  being  completed,  he  visited  and  conferred  with  the  parties  of  his  colleague, 
A.  Talcott,  esq.,  on  their  way  to  the  height  of  land  southeast  of  Kamouraska.  Here 
he  mAde  arrangements  for  the  junction  of  the  two  lines  on  the  Temiscouata  portage. 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the  commissary  on  Mount  Biort,  and  there  made 
provision  for  the  coinpletion  of  the  residue  of  the  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  portage. 
He  also  selected  points  of  view  for  the  use  of  the  daguerreotype  and  camera  lucida, 
and,  being  unable  to  do  any  more  on  the  ground  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  his  appointment,  returned  to  New  York,  taking  with  him  the  earlier  records  of 
the  field  operations  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  oClce  work. 

2a  Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick,  a  party  led  by  Mr.  Lally  set  off  from 
Mount  Biort  on  the  7th  October,  and,  proceeding  westward  along  the  portage  road 
to  the  ridge  of  Mount  Paradis,  turned  to  the  south  along  the  dividing  ridge.  This 
being  pursued  led  them  back  to  the  portage  at  a  point  about  2i>^  miles  from  the 
river  Du  Loup  on  the  loth.  The  dividing  ridge  was  now  found  for  some  distance 
to  coincide  nearly  with  the  portage  road  and  to  pass  over  the  summit  of  the  Grande 
Fourche  Mountain,  a  fact  which  had  not  before  been  suspected.  The  soiu-ce  of  the 
Grande  Fourche  of  Trois  Pistoles  having  been  headed,  the  party  reached  a  station 
which  the  commissary  had  now  established  at  the  river  St.  Francis  on  the  13th  Octo- 
ber. Departing  from  this,  the  basin  of  the  St.  Francis  to  the  north  of  the  portage 
road  was  explored,  and  the  survey  finished  on  the  17th  October. 

Operating  from  the  St.  Lawrence  as  a  base,  and  within  reach  of  a  cultivated 
country,  whence  numerous  roads  are  cut  to  the  height  of  land,  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  have  kept  the  field  for  perhaps  a  fortnight  longer.  The  plans  and  esti- 
mates of  the  division  had  been  made  with  this  view,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
height  of  land  might  have  been  surveyed  30  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Temiscouata 
portage.  Although  this  would  have  been  practicable,  it  would  have  been  a  service 
of  hardship.  The  necessity  for  this  was  obviated  by  the  progress  of  the  parties  of 
A.  Talcott,  esq.,  which  completed  their  sm^eys  up  to  the  portage  on  the  same  day 
that  the  surveys  of  this  division  were  finished. 

22.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  latter  part  of  the  survey  was  performed 
from  the  time  of  leaving  the  river  Du  Loup,  on  the  3d  September,  were  far  less  favor- 
able than  had  been  experienced  on  the  Metis  and  its  branches.  The  continual 
drought  had  at  the  beginning  of  this  part  of  the  duty  affected  the  streams  and 
springs  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  navigation  difficult  and  water  for  drinking  scarce 
on  the  heights  of  land  to  which  the  survey  was  necessarily  directed.  On  the  eastern 
side  of  Lake  Temiscouata  a  large  fire  had  extended  itself  into  the  wodds.  On  the 
Temiscouata  portage  the  persons  in  charge  of  that  road  had  set  fire  to  the  brush  and 
wood  cut  in  opening  it  out  to  an  increased  breadth,  and  a  belt  of  fiame  30  miles  in 
length  was  at  each  change  of  wind  carried  in  some  new  direction  into  the  dry  forest. 
The  camp  and  collection  of  stores  on  Mount  Biort  were  thus  threatened  for  several 
days,  and  only  saved  by  great  exertions.  Serious  apprehensions  were  entertained 
lest  the  return  of  the  parties  in  the  field  might  be  obstructed  by  the  spreading  of 
their  own  fires.  The  smoke  of  this  vast  extent  of  combustion  obscured  the  heavens 
and  rendered  astronomic  observations  difficult  or  prevented  it  altogether.  Finally, 
a  season  of  unprecedented  drought  was  closed  on  the  24th  of  September  by  the  setting 
in  of  the  equinoctial  storm,  and  from  this  day  until  that  on  which  the  siu^ey  termi- 
nated few  hours  elapsed  without  rain,  sleet,  or  snow.  In  spite  of  these  obstacles,  it 
is  believed  that  the  State  Department  will  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
resnlts  of  the  campaign. 
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33.  The  results  of  Uie  operatioos  of  this  division  uv  emboditd  in  • 
files,  which  are  Lerewith  presented.     The  degree  of  reliance  lo  beplaccdoa  this 
■will  be  best  understood  from  a  detail  of  the  ntelhods  employed  in  preparing 

The  river  Metis  aud  its  branch,  the  Mistigougeche,  were  surveyed  by 
compass  of  Smaitcaldos  constmction,  and  the  distances  measured  by  *  mictutoetric 
telescope  by  Ertil,  of  Munich.  The  courses  of  the  rest  of  the  lines  were  detenmaed 
by  compasses  of  similar  construction,  and  the  distances  measured  by  chain*  of  too 
feet  constructed  by  Dollond.  of  London,  and  Brown,  of  New  York.  An  exception  tn 
this  general  rule  exists  in  the  survey  of  the  eastern  side  of  Rimou^ki.  The  coiirae* 
and  distances  tlius  measured,  and  corrected  for  the  variation  of  the  compiai,  were 
compared  with  astronomic  obscrvHtious  for  latitude  and  with  longitudes  deduced 
from  chronometers.  For  this  reason,  as  the  line  on  the  east  side  o(  Rinumski  is 
almost  in  the  direction  of  the  meridian,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  lose  time 
in  measuring  it  when  the  latitude  of  the  several  camps,  detennincd  by  observations 
of  the  pole  star,  were  taken  nightly. 

The  latitudes  of  the  courses  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  U.  B.  Renwlck  were  deter- 
mined by  a  reflecting  repeating  circle  of  DoUond;  those  on  Mr.  Lally's  bj'  a  good 
EcstanL  The  latitudes  and  times  at  Grand  Metis,  the  river  Ehi  Loup,  and  the  sta- 
tionary camp  on  Mistigougeche  and  Abagusqnash  were  principally  detenuined  from 
observations  made  with  tlie  Dollond  circle.  Lunar  transits  were  taken  at  the  river 
Du  Loup,  and  distances  of  the  moon  for  longittule  at  several  places  on  the  line.  The 
reliance  for  the  longitudes  was.  however,  principally  npon  timekeepers,  and  of  these 
the  party  was  furnished  with  one  box  and  two  pocket  chronometers  by  Parkinson  &. 
Trodsham,  one  pocket  chronometer  by  Molynenx,  one  by  French,  one  by  Batrand. 
and  one  by  iMorrice.  Thus,  while  several  could  be  retained  at  the  station,  each  party 
in  the  field  was  furnished  with  two,  and  the  measnred  distance  fnmished  a  check, 
which,  in  case  of  discrepancy,  that  on  which  greatest  reliance  coold  be  placed  might 
be  ascertained.  It  is  sutScient  to  say  that  the  deductions  have  been  in  general  sat- 
isfactory, although  the  rough  motion  to  which  these  instruments  were  subjected  in 
passing  through  pathless  woods,  embarrassed  by  fallen  trees  and  morasses  in  which 
the  bearers  often  sunk  to  the  middle,  caused  changes  of  rate  and  even  sudden  varia- 
tions. Uncertainty  arising  from  these  causes  was  rendered  less  to  be  dreaded  from 
its  being  possible  to  refer,  as  a  base  of  operations,  to  the  excellent  survey  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  River  by  Captain  Byfield,  of  the  British  navy.  With  the  geogrttphical 
positions  given  in  his  charts  our  own  ohseri'alions  agreed  so  closely  as  nutenally 
to  confirm  the  respectii'e  accnracy  of  both. 

14,  The  point  which  in  this  part  of  the  survey  has  been  kept  in  view  as  mo*t 
important  is  the  determination  of  the  heights.  For  this  purpose  the  party  of  Pro- 
fessor Renwick  was  furnished  vrith  the  following  barometers: 

Two  loaned  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  of  his  own  constructian; 
two  portsbk  and  one  standard,  by  Neuman;  three  of  the  siplion  form,  by  Bunlin,  of 
Paris;  one  by  Traogbton  &  Simms;  one  by  Forlia,  of  Paris;  three  of  siphon  form, 
by  Roach  &  Wiuner,  of  New  York ;  two  by  Tagliabne,  of  New  York,  originally  on  the 
plan  of  Durand,  but  which  had  been  advantageously  altered  by  Roach  &  Wi 
such  manner  as  to  admit  of  the  adjustment  of  the  level  of  the  mocury  in  the 

The  stations  at  which  the  lower  barometers  were  placed  were  Gianl  Metis 
the  return  of  the  expedition  up  the  river  of  that  name,  and  the  river  Da  Ivonp 
that  time  tmtil  the  close  of  the  survey.    At  these  places  all  the  barometers  not. 
in  tlie  field  were  snspeniled  and  registered  at  the  hours  most  likely  to 
with  the  observations  of  a  traveling  party,  say  at  6, 7, 8,  and  9  in  the  oMiminx, 
I,  s.  and  6  in  the  afternoon,  until  as  the  season  advanced  and  the  days  becaaw 
the  earliest  and  latest  of  these  hours  were  omitted.     Although  several 
were  thus  constantly  observed,  no  other  use  of  thcw  was  made  but  to  determine 
their  comparisons  with  each  other,  except  one  of  the  InrxMBcten  uf  Ur. 
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Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey.  This,  from  its  superior  simplicity,  being,  in 
fact,  no  more  than  the  original  ToniciUean  experiment,  with  a  well-divided  scale  and 
adjustment  of  its  o^  to  the  surface  of  the  mercury  in  the  cistern,  was  found  to  be 
most  certain  in  its  results.  All  the  barometers  used  by  the  parties  in  the  field  were 
therefore  reduced  to  this  by  their  mean  differences. 

The  stations  at  the  two  above-mentioned  places  were  near  the  St  Lawrence.  At 
Metis  the  height  of  the  cistern  of  the  standard  barometer  was  determined  by  a  spirit 
level.  At  the  river  Du  Loup  the  height  of  the  station  was  determined  by  two  sets 
of  observations  of  barometers,  taken  with  different  instruments  by  different  observ- 
ers, and  at  an  interval  of  a  week  from  each  other.  The  results  of  the  two  several 
sets,  which  were  calculated  separately,  differ  no  more  than  0.5  of  a  foot  from  each 
other. 

On  leaching  the  highest  accessible  points  of  the  streams  on  which  the  parties 
proceeded  toward  the  height  of  land,  statiouary  camps  were  established,  as  has 
been  already  stated.  At  these  series  of  observations  were  made  at  the  same  hours 
as  at  the  river  stations.  The  height  of  the  former  was  then  calculated  from  a  series 
of  observations  taken  at  noon  and  at  i  p.  m.  for  the  whole  of  the  time  the  camp 
was  occupied.  The  heights  of  the  points  at  which  observations  were  made  by  the 
traveling  party  were  then  deduced  from  a  comparison  with  the  nearest  contempora- 
neous observations  at  the  stationary  camp.  An  exception  to  this  rule  was  made  in 
the  observations  to  the  westward  of  Temiscouata  Lake,  which  were  referred  directly 
to  those  made  at  the  river  Du  Loup,  which  was  sufficiently  near  for  the  piu*pose. 

The  height  of  the  stationary  camp  at  Mount  Biort  having  been  determined  by 
observations  continued  for  several  days,  the  level  of  Lake  Temiscouata  was  thence 
determined  by  using  a  set  of  levels  taken  with  a  theodolite  by  Breithaupt,  of  Cassel, 
in  1840.  The  height  of  the  lake  thus  deduced  is  greater  than  it  would  appear  to  be 
from  the  barometric  observations  taken  in  December,  1840.  It  had  been  imagined 
that  a  difference  in  level  might  exist  between  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Metis  and  at  the 
river  Du  Loup.  Four  days  of  contemporaneous  observations  were  therefore  made  at 
each  with  a  view  to  the  solution  of  this  question.  The  idea  of  a  difference  of  leyel 
was  not  sustained  by  the  operation. 

The  heights  of  the  river  stations  were  measured  in  each  case  to  the  highest  mark 
left  by  spring  tides,  and  half  the  fall  of  that  tide  as  given  by  Captain  Byfield  has 
been  added  in  all  cases  as  a  reduction  to  the  mean  level  of  the  sea.  Opportunities 
were  offered  in  a  few  instances  for  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  metliod  by  different 
barometers  used  by  different  observers  at  different  days  on  the  same  point.  No  dis- 
crepancy greater  than  7  feet  has  been  thus  discovered.  In  other  cases  the  same 
observer  returned  and  observed  at  the  same  places,  and  here  a  similar  congruity  of 
result  has  been  found  to  exist. 

The  whole  of  the  calculations  have  been  made  by  the  formulae  and  tables  of 
Bailey.  Before  adopting  these  their  results  wei^e  compared  in  one  or  two  instances 
with  those  of  a  more  exact  formula.  The  differences,  however,  were  found  so  small 
as  to  be  of  no  importance,  amounting  in  the  height  of  Lake  Johnson  to  no  more  than 
5  feet  in  1,007.  The  original  record  of  the  barometric  observations,  each  verified  by 
the  initials  of  the  observer,  have  been  deposited  in  the  State  Department. 

25.  The  paths  pursued  by  the  traveling  parties  were  marked  by  blazing  trees.  The 
position  of  the  barometer  at  each  place  of  observation  was  also  marked.  The  oper- 
ation was  a  search  for  the  boundary  line  in  an  unknown  country,  hence  it  rarely 
happened  that  the  path  of  the  parties  has  piu-sued  the  exact  dividing  line  of  tlie 
waters  of  the  St  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic,  but  has  been  continually  crossing  it. 
The  maps  herewith  submitted  and  the  marks  by  which  the  line  of  the  survey  has 
been  perpetuated  would  have  enabled  a  party  sent  out  for  that  especial  purpose  to 
trace  the  boundary  on  the  ground  without  difficulty  other  than  that  arising  from 
the  inacccsiible  character  of  the  country. 
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76.  The  commissioner  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  indnstry  and  pi 
veraoce  manifested  by  the  engineers  and  surveyors  employed  on  this  divisioa,  and 
in  particular  of  the  skill  and  intelligence  of  the  two  first  assistants.  Circtuastancea 
had  prevented  the  receipt  of  portable  astronomic  in stxuments  which  had  been  ordered 
from  Paris  and  Munich,  and  an  instrument  formed  by  the  adaptation  of  a  vertical 
circle  to  the  lower  part  of  an  exceltent  German  theodolite  by  Draper,  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  found  on  its  being  opened  at  Metis  to  have  received  an  injury  which 
rendered  its  accuracy  doubtful.  The  whole  reliance  for  the  greatest  accuracy  waa 
thus  thrown  on  the  repeating  circle  of  Dollond.  Such,  however,  was  the  address 
and  skill  of  the  engineer  to  whom  it  was  intrusted  that  he  not  only  fulfilled  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  of  determining  the  position  of  the  points  visited 
by  the  traveling  parties,  but  accomplished  the  same  object  at  the  stationary  camps 
and  at  the  river  stations,  without  delaying  for  an  hour  the  operations  of  the  survej-. 

The  duty  wUicU  these  gentlemen  performed  was  arduous  in  the  extreme.  It  baa 
been  seen  that  on  the  expedition  up  the  Metis  a  seasoned  royageur  had  been  irom 
out  by  the  severity  of  his  labors;  on  the  Tuladi  half  the  men  were  sick  at  a  time; 
and  of  Mr.  Lally's  party  two  Penobscot  Indians  of  herculean  frame  were  compelled  U> 
return  by  extreme  fatigue.  The  engineers,  while  i[i  the  field,  were  even  more  exposed 
to  fatigue  than  the  laborers,  for  they  carried  their  own  ba^^ge  and  instrument*, 
and  were  engaged  nightly  in  observation  and  calculation,  while  the  workmen  could 

37.  The  commissioner  to  whom  the  sur^'ey  of  the  northern  division  of  the  boniid- 
ary  line  was  intrusted  has  to  express  his  acknowledgments  for  the  politeness  and 
good  offices  of  the  authorities  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  In  compliance  with  hU 
request,  permission  was  granted  by  the  late  lamented  Govertior-General  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a  vessel  and  the  entry  of  the  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  tustrumenta  of  the 
party  at  one  or  more  ports  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  letters  were  addressed  by  the  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  the  colony  of  Canada,  to  all  the  officers  and  m^isltates,  directing 
them  to  give  every  facility  to  the  operations,  and  these  directions  were  obeyed,  not 
as  mere  mailers  of  form,  but  with  a  truly  hospitable  spirit.  To  the  officers  of  tbe 
Sixty-eighth  Regiment,  forming  the  garrison  of  Fort  Ingall  and  occupying  the  po< 
of  the  river  Du  Loup,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  of  the  commissariat  on  duty  at  those 
places,  acknowledgments  are  due  for  ntimerous  attentions. 

n.—Opemiionm/ ike  year  /S^. 

I.  Of  the  task  origitully  assigned  iu  the  instructions  fi-r  this  division  there  r 
mained  to  be  completed — 

( 1 )  A  portion  of  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  t'nited  States  around  the  hca 
waters  of  the  river  Rimouski. 

(3)  The  line  of  highlands  forming  the  soutli  bounds  of  the  Province  of  g 
extending  from  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity. 

3.  Experience  had  shown  that  the  portion  of  the  boundary  which  remained  ans 
veyed  could  not  be  reached  with  any  hope  of  completing  the  survey  by  any  0I 
streams  running  into  the  SL  Lawrence  nor  from  the  waters  of  Lahe  Tcmiscooatk. 
The  Green  River  (of  St.  John)  was  therefore  chosen  as  the  line  of  operation.  It 
WHS  known  that  a  portage  existed  between  its  boalable  waters  and  those  of  the 
Grande  Fourche  of  Restigoucbe.  The  plan  for  the  work  of  the  ocsson  ■ 
fore  laid  as  follows: 

To  proceed  up  Green  River  with  a  party,  thence  to  cross  to  the  Bell  Sedgwick  b 
llie  poirtage,  and  having,  by  expeditions  from  the  banks  of  that  stivam,  siuveyeil  tl 
remainder  of  the  claimed  boundary,  to  fall  down  the  stream  to  the  B*y  at  Cholfuta, 
and,  ascending  the  highland  measured  in  1S40.  to  proceed  along  the  Itelgltts  ia  unhr 
to  reach  if  poesihle  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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The  work  being  tlie  most  remote  and^difficult  of  access  of  any  on  the  whole  bound- 
ary, it  was  necessary  to  take  measures  early,  and,  it  being  apparent  that  if  they  were 
not  vigorously  pressed  the  whole  summer's  work  would  be  frustrated,  permission 
was  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  prepare  stores  and  provisions,  and  the  party 
was  sent  forward  toward  its  line  of  operations.  Care  was,  however,  taken,  in  con- 
formity with  his  instructions,  to  secure  means  of  communication. 

3.  The  transportation  of  stores,  equipage,  and  instruments  was  rendered  unex- 
pectedly easy  by  a  steamboat  running  from  Portland  to  St.  John,  and  by  the  polite- 
ness of  the  British  consul  at  Portland  and  the  collector  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty*s 
customs  at  St.  John  free  entrance  was  permitted  at  the  latter  port.  These  articles 
were  shipped  from  Portland  the  19th  of  June  and  under  the  charge  of  the  Hon. 
Albert  Smith  reached  the  Grand  Falls  of  St.  John  July . 

4«  Mr.  Lally,  first  assistant  engineer,  with  the  surveyor,  was  dispatched  by  the  way 
of  Bangor  and  Houlton  to  the  same  point  of  rendezvous  on  i8th  June  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  boats  and  engaging  laborers.  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwick,  first  assistant, 
with  Mr.  F.  Smith,  second  assistant,  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  chronometers  and 
the  necessary  astronomic  instruments,  with  instructions  to  observe  on  the  meridian 
of  the  St.  Croix  at  Houlton,  and  again  at  its  intersection  with  the  river  St.  John, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rate  taken  by  the  chronometers  when  carried. 
These  preliminary  operations  being  successfully  performed,  the  party  was  com- 
pletely organized  at  the  Grand  Falls  of  the  St.  John  on  the  2d  July.  The  energy 
and  activity  of  the  persons  intrusted  with  these  several  duties  was  such  that  this 
date  of  complete  preparation  for  the  field  duties  was  at  least  a  week  earlier  than 
any  calculation  founded  on  the  experience  of  former  years  rendered  probable.  The 
commissioner,  advised  of  the  negotiation  in  progress,  had  made  his  arrangements  to 
reach  the  Grand  Palls  of  the  St  John  on  the  loth  July.  Being  directed  by  the  State 
Department  to  remain  in  New  York,  he  sent  orders  by  mail  to  the  party  to  halt  until 
further  instructions. 

5.  These  orders  were  not  received,  for  the  party,  being  fully  organized,  left  the 
Grand  Falls  in  three  different  detachments  on  the  4th,  6th,  and  8th  of  July.  The 
first  detachment  was  composed  of  the  surveyor,  Mr.  Bell,  and  an  engineer  having 
instructions  to  make  a  survey  of  Green  River.  The  second  was  in  charge  of  the 
assistant  commissary,  and  was  composed  of  three  bateaux  and  fourteen  pirogues, 
carrying  stores  and  equipage  for  three  months*  service.  The  third  was  formed  by 
the  two  first  assistants,  who,  after  performing  the  necessary  astronomic  observations 
at  the  Grand  Palls  and  at  two  points  on  Green  River,  passed  the  surveying  party 
and  reached  the  portage  between  Green  and  Kedgwick  rivers  on  the  evening  of 
the  13th  July. 

6.  Green  River  has  a  fall  and  rapids  near  its  junction  with  the  St.  John,  which  are 
passed  by  a  portage  of  i>i  miles.  At  15  miles  from  its  mouth  is  a  second  fall,  which 
is  passed  by  a  portage  of  82  yards.  The  stream  for  this  distance  and  for  5  miles  above 
the  second  fall  is  very  rapid,  its  bed  being  in  some  reaches  almost^lled  with  rocks. 
For  the  next  10  miles  it  has  deep  still  reaches,  alternating  with  gravel  beds,  or  else 
the  river  flows  over  ledges  of  rock.  It  is  then  interrupted  by  a  third  fall,  requiring 
a  portage  of  176  yards.  Thence  to  the  second  fork  of  the  lakes  it  has  the  same  char- 
acter as  for  the  last  10  miles,  except  that  in  some  places  it  flows  with  a  gentle  current 
between  low  banks  covered  with  alder.  From  the  second  fork  of  the  lakes  to  the 
southern  end  of  the  Green  River  and  Kedgwick  portage  the  stream  is  very  narrow 
and  may  be  styled  one  continuous  rapid.  It  is  upon  the  whole  the  most  difl&cult  of 
navigation  of  all  the  streams  running  into  the  St.  John  from  its  northern  side,  and 
approaches  in  its  character  of  a  torrent  to  the  waters  on  the  St.  Lawrence  side  of  the 
highlands. 

7.  The  portage  from  Green  River  to  the  South  Branch  of  Kedgwick  is  5  jl^  miles  in 
length,  and  paasco  over  the  summits  of  two  of  the  highest  mountains  in  the  ceded 
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district,  as  veil  as  severml  ridges.  No  vessel  heavier  than  a  birch  canoe  bad 
been  carried  over  it.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  clear  it  out  before  the  bateauz 
and  other  heavy  articles  could  be  transirarted.  Fifteen  extra  laborers,  who  had  been 
engaged,  with  their  pirogues,  to  cany  some  of  the  stores  (rom  the  St.  John,  were 
retained  to  aid  in  making  this  portage,  which  swelled  the  munber  to  twenty-seven. 
This  large  force  was  industriously  engaged  for  eight  days  in  carrying  the  stores  and 
equipage  over  the  portage,  with  the  boats  and  canoes  required  for  the  future  opera- 
tions of  the  party.  In  the  meantime  the  porls^  was  surveyed,  and  a  great  nnmber 
of  observations  were  made,  by  which  the  latitude  of  the  southern  end  of  the  portage 
and  its  difference  in  longitude  from  that  of  the  meridian  line  were  determiaed 
with  great  accmacy.  In  addition  to  the  other  labors  of  the  party,  a  etorehoose  and 
observatory  were  erected. 

8.  The  commissioner,  learning  that  the  party  had  left  the  Grand  Falls  before  hii 
letter  could  have  reached  that  place,  addressed  fresh  orders  to  the  engineer  in  com- 
niand.  These  were  sent  under  cover  to  the  British  postmaster  at  Lake  Temiscouata. 
who  was  requested  to  send  them  up  Green  River  by  an  express.  By  these  be  was 
directed  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  party  and  to  proceed  hiniMlf  to  the  river  Du 
Loup,  there  to  await  fresh  instructions. 

These  orders  did  not  arrive  in  lime  to  prevent  the  party  intended  for  the  survey 
of  the  boundary  from  setting  out.  The  engineer  who  had  hitherto  been  in  com- 
mand returned  to  the  St.  John  in  pursuance  of  his  original  instructions  and  met 
the  express  on  his  way  down  Green  River.  The  commissioner,  being  advised  on  th* 
t  jth  July  that  the  treaty  bad  been  signed,  inuncdiately  dispatched  a  special  messen- 
ger, who  joined  the  chief  of  the  division  at  the  mouth  of  Green  River  on  the  14th 
July.  Measures  were  nowloketi  for  the  recall  and  return  of  the  party  in  the  woods, 
and  the  whole  division  was  assembled  at  the  stationary  camp  at  the  north  end  of  the 
portage  on  the  1 1  th  of  August. 

9.  The  party  engaged  in  tlie  survey  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  boundary  line 
had  before  the  orders  of  recall  reached  them  successfully  accomplished  that  duty, 
ba\"ing  connected  their  survey  with  points  in  the  survej-  of  the  previous  year  and 
thoroughly  explored  the  culminadng  points  uf  the  valley  of  Rimouski.  As  had  been 
anticipated  from  the  level  of  the  streams  seen  in  1S41,  this  portion  of  the  boundary 
claimed  by  the  United  Stales  is  more  elevated  than  any  other  portion  of  that 
between  the  Temiscouata  portage  and  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
survey  would  therefore  have  added  an  important  link  to  the  argument  of  the 
States  bad  not  the  question  been  settled  by  treaty. 

The  party  having  received  its  orders  of  recall,  all  the  articles  of  equipment 
could  not  be  carried  in  the  boats  which  bad  been  launched  on  the  waters  of  the 
tigouche  were  transported  to  the  other  end  of  the  portage  and  embarked 
sent  up  Green  River  for  that  purpose  under  the  direction  of  the  assistant  c 
Theengineersthensetout  on  their  return  by  the  Bell  Kedgwick.  the  Grande  Fourcbe, 
and  the  Southwfet  Brancli  of  Restigouche.  Ascending  the  latter  stream,  tbb  party 
reached  the  Wagansis  portage  on  the  aist  August,  and  arrived  at  the  Grand  Falls  on 
the  35th  AugusL 

Tbc  desc«nt  of  the  Bell  Ke<lgwick  was  attended  with  great  difficulties  in  couae- 
quenceof  the  low  slate  of  the  waters.  Until  its  junctiouwilh  Kalawamked^wick,  10 
form  the  Grande  Fonrche  of  Restigouche,  it  was  necessary  to  drag  tbc  boats  by  htnd. 

10.  Tbc  detailetl  map  of  the  surveys  of  this  division,  exhibiting  the  more  Impor- 
tant points  whose  ultiludes  were  determined  by  the  barometer,  has  alicadj  been 
lodged  in  the  Department  of  State  under  date  of  27lh  December. 

Although  the  interest  of  tliis  survey  to  the  United  States  has  now  pmaed  away, 
yet,  as  it  is  probable  that  many  years  may  elapse  before  this  country  sbiUl  be  agua 
explored,  and  as  it  may  still  possess  some  interest  to  the  nation  into  whose  nadU- 
poted  poweasion  it  has  now  bUen,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  aUte  IIh 
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entplojred  in  the  survey,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  what  degree  of  faith  it  is 
entitled. 

The  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  mouth  of  Green  River  were  furnished  by  Major 
Graham.  The  three  portages  on  that  river  were  surveyed  by  chain  and  compass. 
The  courses  on  the  navigable  parts  of  the  river  were  taken  with  a  compass  and  the 
distances  measured  by  a  micrometrical  telescope  by  Brtil,  of  Munich.  This  instru- 
ment, which  had  g^ven  satisfactory  results  on  Metis  and  Mistigougeche  in  1841,  was 
still  more  accurate  in  the  present  survey.  The  latitude  of  the  south  end  of  the 
Kedgwick  portage  as  given  by  the  plot  of  Green  River  on  the  original  projection 
differed  no  more  than  ^"  from  that  given  by  nimierous  astronomic  observations,  an 
agreement  so  dose  that  it  might  be  almost  considered  as  arising  from  happy  acci- 
dent. This  survey  therefore  required  but  little  correction,  which  was  applied  from 
the  observations  already  cited  and  from  those  at  two  intermediate  points. 

The  survey  of  Kedgwick  portage  was  performed  with  chain  and  compass.  In  the 
woods  between  the  Bell  Kedgwick  and  the  boundary  and  along  the  whole  line  of 
survey  the  same  method  was  used,  observations  for  time  and  latitude  being  also 
taken  whenever  the  weather  permitted.  As  the  lines  intersected  those  of  the  last 
year,  it  can  now  be  stated  that  every  part  of  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  from  the  height  of  land  on  the  Temiscouata  portage  which  divides  the  waters 
of  the  Green  River  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  St.  Francis  to  the  northwest 
ang^e  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  its  connections  with  the  St.  I^wrence  and  Lake  Tem- 
iscouata by  the  Temiscouata  portage,  and  with  the  St.  Lawrence  a  second  time  by  the 
Metis  and  Mistigougeche,  and  with  the  St.  John  by  Green  River,  has  been  actually 
surveyed.  This  result  is  one  that  neither  the  Department  in  its  original  instruc- 
tions nor  the  commissioner  on  his  first  view  of  the  country  had  contemplated.  In 
stating  this  the  commissioner  feels  it  his  duty  to  acknowledge  his  obligations  to  the 
untiring  zeal  and  eneigy  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  under  his  orders,  and 
especially  to  his  two  first  assistants,  who,  entering  upon  duties  of  an  entirely  novel 
character,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  country,  have  in  the  course  of  the 
operations  of  two  years  accumulated  under  the  most  disadvantageous  circimistances 
a  stock  of  observations  which  for  number  and  accuracy  may  compare  with  those 
taken  with  every  convenience  at  hand  by  the  most  practiced  astronomers. 

In  addition  to  the  latitude  of  numerous  points  determined  astronomically  by  the 
party  engaged  in  surveying  the  line  through  the  woods,  the  latitude  of  a  point  near 
the  southern  end  of  Green  River  and  Kedgwick  has  been  determined  by  eighty-six 
altitudes  of  sun  and  stars  taken  with  a  repeating  and  reflecting  circle. 

The  whole  number  of  altitudes  of  sun  and  stars  taken  during  the  expedition  for 
time  and  latitude  was  806. 

m. 

X.  The  operations  of  this  division  during  the  three  seasons  which  it  has  been 
engaged  in  field  duties  have  given  a  view  of  nearly  every  part  of  the  country  which 
has  now  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John  River  and  the 
Temiscouata  portage.  During  the  year  1840  the  commissioner  proceeded  in  person 
by  the  wagansis  of  Grand  River  to  the  waters  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  ascended 
the  Grande  Fourche  of  the  Restigouche  to  Lake  Kedgwick,  and  then  traversed  the 
country  from  that  lake  to  the  Tuladi  by  a  route  never  before  explored.  In  1841  the 
Rimonaki  and  Metis  were  both  ascended — the  first  to  the  limits  of  its  navigation  by 
canoes,  the  latter  to  the  lake  in  which  the  waters  of  its  western  branch  are  first  col- 
lected. From  this  lake  lines  of  survey  repeatedly  crossing  the  boundary  claimed  by 
the  United  States  were  extended  to  a  great  distance  in  both  directions.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  year  were  closed  by  a  survey  of  so  much  of  the  boundary  as  incloses  the 
basin  ol  Lake  Temiscouata  and  intersects  so  frequently  the  great  portage.  These 
latter  sanrqrs  ooveied  in  some  degree  the  explorations  of  one  of  the  parties  in  1840, 
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whidi,  tlierefore,  are  not  quoted  as  a  part  of  the  work  of  that  year.     In  1S42  tlie  W 
ley  of  Green  River  was  explored,  that  stream  was  carctully  surveyed,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  boundary  line  dividing  the  sources  of  Rimouski  from  tliose  of  Gieea 
River  and  the  eastern  branches  of  Tuladi  run  out  with  chain  and  compass. 

In  these  surveys  and  explorations  the  character  of  the  country,  ita  soil,  climate, 
and  natural  productions,  have  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  may  be  stated  with 
fuU  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  facts. 

2.  Beginning  on  the  southern  side  of  the  ceded  territory,  the  left  bank  of  the  St. 
John  is  for  a  few  miles  above  the  Grand  Falls  uncultivated  and  apparently  bairen. 
Thence  to  the  confluence  of  the  Madawaaka  it  presents  a  continued  settlement  upon 
land  of  good  quality,  producing  large  crops  of  potatoes  and  grass.  It  also  yields 
wheat,  oats,  and  barley,  but  the  crops  are  neither  abundant  nor  certain.  The  Mada- 
naska  River  presents  but  few  attempts  at  settlement  on  either  of  its  banks.  Its  left 
bank  is  represented  to  be  generally  barren,  but  some  good  land  is  said  to  exist  on  its 
southwestern  side.  The  shores  of  I,ake  Temiscouata  are  either  rocky  or  composed 
of  a  light,  gravelly  soil,  which  is  so  [>oor  that  it  will  not  repay  the  labor  of  cultiva- 
tion, even  when  newly  cleared,  without  the  aid  of  manure.  Some  tolerable  meadows 
are  found,  which  are  at  the  moment  highly  valued  in  consequence  of  a  demand  for 
forage  by  the  British  troops.  The  valley  of  Green  River  has  in  some  places  upon 
its  banks  intervals  of  level  alluvium  which  might  be  improved  as  meadows,  and  il 
has  been  represented  as  being  in  general  fertile.  A  close  examination  has  not  con- 
firmed this  impression. 

Mr.  Lally  reports  that— 

"In  the  valley  of  Green  River  there  are  some  tracts  of  land  capable  of  cultivstioa. 
but  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  a  hard,  rocky  soil,  covered  with  a  growth  of  poplar 
and  trees  of  that  description.  Some  of  the  most  desirable  spots  for  farms  hod  been 
formerly  taken  up  by  settlers  from  the  Madavraska  settlement,  but  although  the  land 
is  as  good  as  that  on  the  river  St.  John,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  clearings 
on  account  of  the  early  frosts  and  the  black  flies.  It  can  hardly  be  conceived  that 
the  latter  would  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  leaving  valuable  land  to  waste,  but  such 
is  tile  fact,  as  I  liave  been  informed  by  some  of  those  who  made  the  attempt  to  settle, 
and  I  can  well  believe  it  from  my  own  Mperience  there." 

3.  Theexplorationsof  1840,  in  which  the  ground  lying  between  the  western  sources 
of  Green  River  and  Squattuck,  a  branch  of  Tuladi,  was  traversed,  showed  a  consid- 
erable extent  of  better  land  (ban  any  other  in  the  ceded  territory.  The  conuai»- 
sioner  traveled  for  a  part  of  two  days  along  a  table-land  of  no  great  elevation,  covered 
with  rock,  maple,  and  a  thick  undergrowth  of  moosewood,  both  said  to  be  signs  of 
good  soil;  of  this  there  may  be  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  acres,  and  it  is  a  far 
larger  body  of  tillable  land  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  country 
north  of  the  settlements  on  the  St.  John. 

4.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  territory  in  question  is  compose<]  of  the  high- 
lands in  which  the  streams  that  flow  to  the  SL  lAwrencc  and  the  Atlantic  take  their 
rise.  With  but  three  exceptions  no  part  of  this  ts  less  than  1,000  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  It  is  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  small  lakes,  cedar  and  alder  svramps,  a, 
ridges  covered  with  a  thick  but  small  growth  of  Gr  and  spruce,  or,  more  n 
birch.     No  portton.Df  it  appears  to  be  lit  for  tillage. 

S-  In  respect  to  timber,  it  was  found  that  the  pine,  the  only  tree  o 
value,  ceased  to  grow  in  rising  from  the  St.  Lawrence  at  less  than  t.aoo  feet  al 
the  level  of  the  sea.  Only  one  extensive  tract  of  pine  was  seen  by  any  of  the  pi 
this  lies  around  the  sources  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  may  cover  three  or  four  tl 
acres.  This  river,  however,  discharges  itself  from  Lake  St.  Francis  Ibrragh  ■  bed  of 
bowlders,  and  is  sometimes  wholly  lost  to  the  view.  This  tract,  therefonr,  tUthongh 
repeatedly  examined  by  the  proprietors  of  sawmills  on  the  St.  I^wrcnce  and  the 
St  John,  has  been  hitheita  fotmd  inaccessible.    The  pine  timber  on  the  aeignJoiy  of 
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Temiscouata  has  been  in  a  great  degree  cut  off  or  burnt  by  fires  in  the  woods.  There 
is  still  some  timber  on  the  waters  of  Squattuck,  but  it  has  been  diminished  by  two 
or  three  years  of  active  lumbesing,  while  that  around  Tuladi,  if  it  were  ever  abun- 
dant, has  disappeared.  It  would,  however,  appear  from  report  that  on  the  waters  of 
the  North  Branch  of  Restigonche  to  the  eastward  of  the  exploring  meridian  there  is 
some  valuable  timber.  This  is  the  only  portion  of  the  district  which  has  not  been 
explored. 

6.  As  to  the  valley  of  Green  River,  the  engineer  who  has  already  been  quoted 
reports  as  follows: 

**This  river  has  had  the  reputation  of  having  on  it  large  quantities  of  pine  timber, 
but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  it  is  small  and  rather  sparsely  scattered  along 
the  slopes  of  the  ridges.  Above  the  third  falls  of  the  river,  which  are  rather  more 
than  30  miles  from  its  mouth,  there  is  scarcely  any  to  be  seen.  Some  of  the  Mada- 
waska  settlers,  who  have  explored  nearly  every  tributary  of  the  river,  report  that 
there  is  good  timber  on  some  of  them.  Judging  from  the  language  that  they  used 
in  relation  to  some  that  I  saw  myself,  I  infer  that  what  they  call  good  would  not  be 
so  considered  by  the  lumbermen  of  the  Penobscot.  The  people  who  lumber  in  this 
vicinity  do  it  on  a  small  scale  when  compared  with  the  operators  in  Maine.  They 
rarely  use  more  than  two  horses  to  draw  their  lumber  to  the  stream,  so  that  a  tract 
which  would  not  afford  more  than  a  month's  work  to  an  extensive  operator  would 
keep  one  of  these  people  employed  for  years.  '* 

7.  As  respects  climate,  the  country  would  be  considered  unfit  for  habitation  by 
those  accustomed  to  the  climates  even  of  the  southern  parts  of  Maine  and  of  New 
Hampshire.  Frosts  continue  on  the  St.  John  until  late  in  May,  and  set  in  early  in 
September.  In  1840  ice  was  found  on  the  Grand  River  on  the  12th  of  that  month, 
and  snow  fell  in  the  first  week  of  October  on  Lake  Temiscouata.  In  the  highland 
region  during  the  last  week  of  July,  although  the  thermometer  rose  above  80®,  and 
was  once  above  90**,  white  frost  was  formed  every  clear  night.  Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  it  may  be  concluded  that  there  is  little  in  this  coimtry  calculated  to  attract 
either  settlers  or  speculators  in  lumber.  The  former  were  driven  to  it  imder  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  hardship  and  of  ahsiost  paramoimt  necessity.  Their  industry  and 
perseverance  under  adverse  circumstances  is  remarkable,  but  they  would  have  been 
hardly  able  to  overcome  them  had  not  the  very  question  of  the  disputed  boundary 
led  to  an  expenditure  of  considerable  money  among  them. 


VETO  MESSAGE.* 

Washington,  December  //,  184.2, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Two  bills  were  presented  to  me  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which 
originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  neither  of  which  was  signed 
by  me;  and  both  having  been  presented  within  ten  days  of  the  close  of 
the  session,  neither  has  become  a  law. 

The  first  of  these  was  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  the  proviso  of 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,'  approved 
September  4,  1841.'' 

♦  Pocket  vcta 
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This  bill  was  presented  to  me  on  Tuesday,  the  30th  August,  at  twenty' 
four  minutes  after  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  For  mj- opinions  relati^-e  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  this  bill  it  isoulj'  necessary- that  I  should  refer 
to  previous  commimications  made  by  me  to  the  House  of  Repreeentatives. 

The  other  bill  was  entitled  '  'An  act  regulating  the  taking  of  testimony 
in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other  purposes."  This  bill  was 
presented  to  me  at  a  quarter  past  r  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  31st  day 
of  August.  The  two  Houses,  by  concurrent  vote,  had  already  agreed  to 
terminate  the  session  by  adjournment  at  2  o'clock  on  that  day — that  is 
to  say,  within  three- quarters  of  an  hour  from  the  time  the  bill  was  placed 
in  my  hands.  It  was  a  bill  containing  twenty-seven  sections,  and,  I  need 
not  say,  of  au  Important  nature. 

On  its  presentment  to  me  its  reading  was  immediately  commenced,  but 
was  interrupted  by  so  many  communications  from  the  Senate  and  so 
.  many  other  causes  operating  at  the  last  hour  of  the  session  that  it  was 
impos^ble  to  read  the  bill  understandingly  and  with  proper  deliberatioa 
before  the  hour  fixed  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses;  and  this, 
1  presume,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  neither  signing  the  bill  nor  returoiiig 
it  with  my  objections. 

The  seventeenth  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  declares  that 
' '  no  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Senate  shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  his  approbation  on  the  last  day  of  the  session." 

This  rule  was  evidently  designed  to  give  to  the  President  a  reasonable 
opportunit>-  of  perusing  important  acts  of  Congress  and  giving  them 
some  degree  of  consideration  before  signing  or  returning  the  same. 

It  is  tme  that  the  two  Houses  have  been  in  the  habit  of  suspen<Ung 
this  rule  toward  the  close  of  the  session  iu  relation  to  particular  Nils,  and 
it  appears  by  the  printed  Journal  that  by  concurrent  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  the  rule  was  agreed  to  be 
suspended  so  far  as  the  same  should  relate  to  all  such  bills  as  should 
have  been  passed  by  the  two  Houses  at  i  o'clock  on  that  day.  It  is 
exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  a  necessity  should  ever  exist  for 
suspension  in  the  case  of  hilts  of  great  importance,  and  therefore  demaod- 
ing  careful  consideration. 

As  the  bill  has  failed  under  the  pro<visions  of  the  Constitution 
become  a  law,  I  abstain  from  expressing  any  opiolons  upon  its 
provisions,  keeping  myself  wholly  uncommitted  as  to  my  ultimate 
on  any  similar  measure  should  the  House  think  proper  to  originate 
de  novo,  except  so  far  as  my  opinion  of  the  unqualified  power  of 
House  to  decide  for  itself  upon  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualificat 
of  its  own  members  has  been  expressed  by  me  in  a  paper  lodged  in  the 
Department  of  State  at  the  time  of  signing  an  act  entitled  '  'An  act  for 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States  accord- 
ing to  the  Sixth  Census,"  approved  June  22,  1842,  a  copj-  of  which  is 
possession  of  the  House. 

JOHN  TYLER., 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/ Representatives  of  the  Untied  States: 

If  any  people  ever  had  cause  to  render  up  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being 
for  parental  care  and  protection  extended  to  them  in  all  the  trials  and  diflS- 
culties  to  which  they  have  been  from  time  to  time  exposed,  we  certainly 
are  that  people.  From  the  first  settlement  of  cur  forefathers  on  this  con- 
tinent, through  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the  occupation  of  a  savage 
wilderness,  through  a  long  period  of  colonial  dependence,  through  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  in  the  wisdom  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  existing 
forms  of  republican  government,  in  the  hazards  incident  to  a  war  subse- 
quently waged  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth,  in  the 
increase  of  our  population,  in  the  spread  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in 
the  strength  and  durability  conferred  on  political  institutions  emanating 
from  the  people  and  sustained  by  their  will,  the  superintendence  of  an 
overruling  Providence  has  been  plainly  visible.  As  preparatory^,  there- 
fore, to  entering  once  more  upon  the  high  duties  of  legislation,  it  becomes 
us  humbly  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon  Him  as  our  guide  and 
protector  and  to  implore  a  continuance  of  His  parental  watchfulness  over 
our  beloved  country.  We  have  new  cause  for  the  expression  of  our  grati- 
tude in  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  our  fellow-citizens,  with  some 
partial  and  local  exceptions,  during  the  past  season,  for  the  abundance 
with  which  the  earth  has  yielded  up  its  fruits  to  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
bandman, for  the  renewed  activity  which  has  been  imparted  to  com- 
merce, for  the  revival  of  trade  in  all  its  departments,  for  the  increased 
rewards  attendant  on  the  exercise  of  the  mechanic  arts,  for  the  continued 
growth  of  our  population  and  the  rapidly  reviving  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country.  I  shall  be  permitted  to  exchange  congratulations  with 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  on  these  auspicious  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  assure  you  in  advance  of  my  ready  disposition  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  as  shall  be  calculated 
to  increase  the  happiness  of  our  constituents  and  to  advance  the  glory 
of  our  common  country. 

Since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress  the  Executive  has  relaxed  no 
efEort  to  render  indestructible  the  relations  of  amity  which  so  happily 
exist  between  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The  treaty  lately 
concluded  with  Great  Britain  has  tended  greatly  to  increase  the  good 
understanding  which  a  reciprocity  of  interests  is  calculated  to  encourage, 
and  it  is  most  ardently  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  may  transpire  to  inter- 
rupt the  relations  of  amity  which  it  is  so  obviously  the  policy  of  both 
nations  to  cultivate.  A  question  of  much  importance  still  remains  to  be 
adjusted  between  them.  The  territorial  limits  of  the  two  countries  in 
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relation  to  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Oregon  Territory  still  rei 
in  dispute.  The  United  States  would  be  at  all  times  indisposed  to  aggntn- 
dize  itself  at  the  expense  of  any  other  nation;  but  while  they  wonltl 
be  restrained  bj'  principles  of  honor,  which  should  govern  the  condart 
of  nations  as  well  as  that  of  individuab,  from  setting  Up  a  demand  for 
territory  which  does  not  belong  to  them,  they  would  as  unwillingly  coa- 
sent  to  a  surrender  of  their  rights.  After  the  most  rigid  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  unbiased  examination  of  the  subject,  the  United  States  have 
always  contended  that  their  rights  appertain  to  the  entire  region  of  cous- 
try  lying  on  the  Pacific  and  embraced  within  42°  and  54°  40'  of  north 
latitude.  This  claim  being  controverted  by  Great  Britain,  those  who 
have  preceded  the  present  Executive — actuated,  no  doubt,  by  an  earnest 
desire  to  adjust  the  matter  upon  terms  mutually  satisfac1or>'  to  both 
countries — have  caused  to  be  submitted  to  the  British  Government  propo- 
sitions for  settlement  and  final  adjustment,  which,  hovvever,  have  not 
proved  heretofore  acceptable  to  it.  Our  minister  at  London  has,  unda 
instructions^  again  brought  tlie  subject  to  the  consideration  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, and  while  nothing  will  be  done  to  compromit  the  rights  or  hongf 
of  the  United  States.  e\-ery  proper  expedient  will  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  bring  the  negotiation  now  in  the  progress  of  resumption  to  a  speed; 
and  happy  termination.  In  the  meantime  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
many  of  our  citizens  are  either  already  established  in  the  Territor>-  or  arc 
on  their  way  thither  for  the  purpose  of  forming  permanent  settlements, 
while  others  are  preparing  to  follow;  and  in  \-iew  of  these  facts  I  must 
repeat  the  recommendation  contained  in  previous  messages  for  the 
lishment  of  military  posts  at  such  places  on  the  line  of  travel  as 
furnish  security  and  protection  to  our  hardy  adventurers  against 
tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  those  extensive  regions.  Our  laws  shot 
also  follow  them,  so  modified  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  seem 
to  require.  Under  the  influence  of  our  free  system  of  government  new 
republics  are  destined  to  spring  up  at  no  distant  day  on  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific  similar  in  poUcy  and  in  feeling  to  those  exisdug  on  this  side 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  gi\"ing  a  wider  and  more  extensive  spread 
to  the  principles  of  ci\"il  and  rehgious  liberty'. 

I  am  happy  to  iuform  >-ou  that  the  cases  which  ha\-e  from  time  to  time 
arisen  of  the  detention  of  American  vessels  by  British  cniisers  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  under  pretense  of  being  engaged  tn  the  sla\x  trade 
been  placed  in  a  fair  train  of  adjustment.     In  the  case  of  the  Willh 
attJ  FutHt-is  full  satisfaction  will  be  alkn\-ed.     In  the  cases  of  the  7)| 
and  Semmev  the  British  Government  admits  that  satisfaclioii  is  dtie. 
the  case  of  the  Jones  the  sum  accruing  from  the  sale  of  that  vessel 
cargo  win  be  paid  to  the  owners,  while  I  can  not  but  flatter  myself 
full  tndemni&Tfitioti  will  be  nllowcd  for  oU  tUmsgcs  sustained  by 
detentioQ  of  the  vessel:  and  in  the  case  of  the  Douglas  Her  Majesty's 
OovcnuiMut  baa  eiqmsscd  its  dctcnnimtioa  to  make  jtriTiTifiifirTirion. 
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Strong  hopes  are  therefore  entertained  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  cases 
will  be  speedily  adjusted.  No  new  cases  have  arisen  since  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  and  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that 
the  slave  trade,  under  the  operation  of  the  eighth  article  of  that  treaty, 
will  be  altogether  suppressed. 

The  occasional  interruption  experienced  by  our  fellow-citizens  engaged 
in  the  fisheries  on  the  neighboring  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  has  not  failed 
to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Executive.  Representations  upon  this  sub- 
ject have  been  made,  but  as  yet  no  definitive  answer  to  those  representa- 
tions has  been  received  from  the  British  Government. 

Two  other  subjects  of  comparatively  minor  importance,  but  neverthe- 
less of  too  much  consequence  to  be  neglected,  remain  still  to  be  adjusted 
between  the  two  countries.  By  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  of  July,  18 15,  it  is  provided  that  no  higher  duties  shall 
be  levied  in  either  country  on  articles  imported  from  the  other  than  on 
the  same  articles  imported  from  any  other  place.  In  1836  rough  rice 
by  act  of  Parliament  was  admitted  from  the  coast  of  Africa  into  Great 
Britain  on  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  i  penny  a  quarter,  while  the  same 
article  from  all  other  countries,  including  the  United  States,  was  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  20  shilUngs  a  quarter.  Our  minister 
at  London  has  from  time  to  time  brought  this  subject  to  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government,  but  so  far  without  success.  He  is  instructed  to 
renew  his  representations  upon  it. 

Some  years  since  a  claim  was  preferred  against  the  British  Govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  certain  American  merchants  for  the  return  of  export 
duties  paid  by  them  on  shipments  of  woolen  goods  to  the  United  States 
after  the  duty  on  similar  articles  exported  to  other  countries  had  been 
repealed,  and  consequently  in  contravention  of  the  commercial  conven- 
tion between  the  two  nations  securing  to  us  equality  in  such  cases.  The 
principle  on  which  the  claim  rests  has  long  since  been  virtually  admitted 
by  Great  Britain,  but  obstacles  to  a  settlement  have  from  time  to  time 
been  interposed,  so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  amount  claimed  has  not  yet 
been  refunded.  Our  minister  is  now  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
claim,  and  I  can  not  but  persuade  myself  that  the  British  Government 
will  no  longer  delay  its  adjustment. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  in 
any  degree  the  relations  of  amity  which  exist  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  Austria,  and  Russia,  as  well  as  with  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  since  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  Spain  has  been  agitated 
with  internal  convulsions  for  many  years,  from  the  effects  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  she  is  destined  speedily  to  recover,  when,  under  a  more  liberal 
system  of  commercial  policy  on  her  part,  our  trade  with  her  may  again 
fill  its  old  and,  so  far  as  her  continental  possessions  are  concerned,  its 
almost  forsaken  channels,  thereby  adding  to  the  mutual  prosperity  of 
the  two  countries. 
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The  Germanic  Association  of  Customs  and  Commerce,  which  »nce  its 
establisliment  in  1833  has  been  steadily  growing  in  power  and  itnpot- 
tance,  and  consists  at  tliis  time  of  more  than  twenty  German  States,  and 
embraces  a  population  of  27,000,000  people  united  for  all  the  purposes 
of  commercial  intercourse  with  each  other  and  with  foreign  states,  oHers 
to  the  latter  the  most  valuable  exchanges  on  principles  more  liberal  than 
are  offered  in  the  fiscal  system  of  any  other  European  power.  From 
origin  the  importance  of  the  German  union  has  never  been  lost  sight 
by  the  United  States.  The  industrj-,  morality,  and  other  ^-a]uable  qi 
ties  of  the  German  nation  have  always  been  well  known  and  appreciated. 
On  this  subject  1  in%nte  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  from  which  it  will  l>e  seen  that  while  our  cotton  ia 
admitted  free  of  duty  and  the  duty  on  rice  lias  been  much  reduced  {. 
has  already  led  to  a  greatly  increased  consumption),  a  strong  dispo^tii 
has  been  recently  evinced  by  that  great  body  to  reduce,  upon  cei 
conditions,  their  present  duty  upon  tobacco.  This  being  the  first  inti- 
mation of  a  concession  on  this  interesting  subject  e\er  made  by  any 
European  power,  I  can  not  but  regard  it  as  well  calculated  to  remove  the 
only  impediment  which  has  so  far  existed  to  the  most  liberal  commercial 
intercourse  between  us  and  them.  In  this  view  oiu  minister  at  Berlin, 
who  has  heretofore  industriously  pursued  the  subject ,  has  been  instructed 
to  enter  upon  the  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty,  which,  while  it  will 
open  new  advantages  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  United  States 
and  a  more  free  and  expanded  field  for  commercial  operations,  will  affect 
injuriously  no  existing  interest  of  the  Union.  Should  the  negotiation 
crowned  with  success,  its  results  will  be  communicated  to  both  H( 
of  Congress. 

I  communicate  herewith  certain  dispatches  received  from  our 
ister  at  Mexico,  and  also  a  correspondence  which  has  recently  occurred 
between  the  envoy  from  that  Republic  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  It 
must  but  be  regarded  as  not  a  little  extraordinarj'  that  the  Go%'ernment  of 
Mexico,  in  anticipation  of  a  public  discussion  (which  it  has  been  pleased 
to  infer  from  newspaper  publications  as  likely  to  take  place  in  Congress, 
relating  to  the  aimexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States),  should  have 
so  far  anticipated  the  result  of  such  discussion  as  to  have  announced  il» 
determination  to  visit  any  such  anticipated  decision  by  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  war  against  the  United  States.  If  designed  to  prevent 
from  introducing  that  question  as  a  fit  subject  for  its  calm  dcUheral 
and  final  judgment,  the  Executive  has  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it 
entirely  fail  of  its  object.  The  representatives  of  a  brave  and 
people  will  suffer  no  apprehension  of  future  consequences  to  eml 
them  in  the  course  of  their  proposed  deliberations,  nor  will  the 
tive  department  of  the  Government  fail  for  any  such  cause  to 
its  whole  duty  to  the  countr>'. 

The  war  which  has  existed  for  so  long  a  time  between 
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Texas  has  since  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
predatory  incursions,  which,  while  they  have  been  attended  with  much 
of  suffering  to  individuals  and  have  kept  the  borders  of  the  two  coun- 
tries in  a  state  of  constant  alarm,  have  failed  to  approach  to  any  defini- 
tive result.  Mexico  has  fitted  out  no  formidable  armament  by  land  or 
by  sea  for  the  subjugation  of  Texas.  Eight  years  have  now  elapsed 
since  Texas  declared  her  independence  of  Mexico,  and  during  that  time 
she  has  been  recognized  as  a  sovereign  power  by  several  of  the  principal 
civilized  states.  Mexico,  nevertheless,  perseveres  in  her  plans  of  recon- 
quest,  and  refuses  to  recognize  her  independence.  The  predatory  incur- 
sions to  which  I  have  alluded  have  been  attended  in  one  instance  with 
the  breaking  up  of  the  courts  of  justice,  by  the  seizing  upon  the  persons 
of  the  judges,  jury,  and  officers  of  the  court  and  dragging  them  along 
with  unarmed,  and  therefore  noncombatant,  citizens  into  a  cruel  and 
oppressive  bondage,  thus  leaving  crime  to  go  unpunished  and  immorality 
to  pass  unreproved.  A  border  warfare  is  evermore  to  be  deprecated,  and 
over  such  a  war  as  has  existed  for  so  many  years  between  these  two 
States  humanity  has  had  great  cause  to  lament.  Nor  is  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things  to  be  deplored  only  because  of  the  individual  suffering 
attendant  upon  it.  The  effects  are  far  more  extensive.  The  Creator  of 
the  Universe  has  given  man  the  earth  for  his  resting  place  and  its  fruits 
for  his  subsistence.  Whatever,  therefore,  shall  make  the  first  or  any 
part  of  it  a  scene  of  desolation  affects  injiuiously  his  heritage  and  may 
be  regarded  as  a  general  calamity.  Wars  may  sometimes  be  necessary, 
but  all  nations  have  a  common  interest  in  bringing  them  speedily  to  a 
dose.  The  United  States  have  an  immediate  interest  in  seeing  an  end 
put  to  the  state  of  hostihties  existing  between  Mexico  and  Texas.  They 
are  our  neighbors,  of  the  same  continent,  with  whom  we  are  not  only 
desirous  of  cultivating  the  relations  of  amity,  but  of  the  most  extended 
commercial  intercourse,  and  to  practice  all  the  rites  of  a  neighborhood 
hospitality.  Our  own  interests  are  involved  in  the  matter,  since,  how- 
ever neutral  may  be  our  course  of  policy,  we  can  not  hope  to  escape  the 
effects  of  a  spirit  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  both  of  the  powers.  Nor 
can  this  Government  be  indifferent  to  the  fact  that  a  warfare  such  as 
is  waged  between  those  two  nations  is  calculated  to  weaken  both  pow- 
ers and  finally  to  render  them — and  especially  the  weaker  of  the  two — 
the  subjects  of  interference  on  the  part  of  stronger  and  more  powerful 
nations,  who,  intent  only  on  advancing  their  own  peculiar  views,  may 
sooner  or  later  attempt  to  bring  about  a  compliance  with  terms  as  the 
condition  of  their  interposition  alike  derogatory  to  the  nation  granting 
them  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  We  could 
not  be  expected  quietly  to  permit  any  such  interference  to  our  disad- 
vantage. Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  the  United  States 
by  a  mere  geographical  line;  that  her  territory,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
down  to  a  late  period  formed  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
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States;  that  it  is  homogeneous  iu  its  population  aud  pursuits  with  the 
adjoining  States,  makes  contributions  to  tbe  commerce  of  the  world 
in  the  same  articles  with  them,  and  that  most  of  her  inhabitants  have 
been  citizens  of  the  United  States,  speak  the  same  language,  and  li\'e 
under  similar  political  institutions  with  ourselves,  this  Go\'eniinent  is 
bound  by  everj-  consideration  of  interest  as  well  as  of  synjpathy  to  see 
that  she  shall  be  left  free  to  act,  especially  in  regard  to  her  domestic 
affairs,  unawed  by  force  and  unrestrained  by  tbe  policy  or  \'iews  of  other 
countries.  In  full  view  of  all  these  considerations,  the  Executive  has 
not  hesitated  to  express  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  how  deeply  it 
deprecated  a  continuance  of  the  war  and  how  anxiously  it  desired  to 
witness  its  termination.  lean  not  but  think  that  it  becomes  the  United 
States,  as  the  oldest  of  the  American  Republics,  to  hold  a  language  to 
Mexico  upon  this  subject  of  an  unambiguous  character.  It  is  liroe  that 
this  war  had  ceased.  There  must  be  a  limit  to  all  wars,  and  if  the  parent 
state  after  an  eight  years'  struggle  has  failed  td  reduce  to  submission  a 
portion  of  its  subjects  standing  out  in  re\'olt  against  it,  and  who  hav-e  not 
only  proclaimed  themselves  to  be  independent,  but  have  been  recognized 
as  such  by  other  poAvers,  she  ought  not  to  expect  that  other  nations  vsnll 
quietly  look  on,  to  their  obvious  injury,  upon  a  protraction  of  hostilities. 
These  United  States  threw  off  their  colonial  dependence  and  estabhshed 
independent  governments,  and  Great  Britain,  after  having  wasted  her 
energies  in  the  attempt  to  subdue  them  for  a  less  period  than  Mexico  has 
attempted  to  subjugate  Texas,  had  the  wisdom  and  justice  to  acknom-1- 
edge  their  independence,  thereby  recognizing  the  obligation  which  rested 
on  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  nations.  Au  example  thus  set  by  one  di 
the  proudest  as  well  as  luost  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  it  could  in  no 
way  disparage  Mexico  to  imitate.  While,  therefore,  the  Executive  would.1 
deplore  any  collision  with  Mexico  or  any  disturbance  of  the  friendly 
relations  which  exist  between  the  two  conntries,  it  can  not  permit  that 
Government  to  control  its  policy,  whatever  it  may  be,  toward  Texas,  but 
will  treat  her — as  by  the  recognition  of  her  independence  the  United 
States  have  long  since  declared  they  would  do — as  entirely  independent 
of  Mexico.  The  high  obligations  of  public  duty  may  enforce  from  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States  a  policy  which  the  course 
persevered  in  by  Mexico  will  have  mainly  contributed  to  produce,  and 
the  Executive  in  such  a  contingency  will  with  confidence  throw  itself 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  cotirse 
of  action. 

Measures  of  an  unusual  character  have  recently  been  adopted  by  the 
Mexican  Govcmmeut,  calculated  in  no  small  degree  to  affect  the  trade 
of  other  nations  with  Mexico  and  to  operate  injuriously  to  the  United 
States.  All  foreigners,  by  a  decree  of  the  23d  day  of  September,  and 
after  six  months  from  the  day  of  its  promulgation,  are  forbidden  to  carry 
on  the  bu^ness  of  selling  by  retail  any  goods  within  the  confines  uf 
Mexico.    Against  this  decree  our  mimster  has  not  failed  to  rcmonsUatc. 

The  trade  heretofore  carried  on  by  our  citizens  with  Santa  Fe,  in  whidi 
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nnch  capital  was  already  invested  and  which  was  becoming  of  daily 
increasing  importance,  has  suddenly  been  arrested  by  a  decree  of  virtual 
prohibition  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government.  Whatever  may  be 
the  right  of  Mexico  to  prohibit  any  particular  course  of  trade  to  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  this  late  procedure,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  wears  a  harsh  and  unfriendly  aspect. 

The  installments  on  the  claims  recently  settled  by  the  convention  with 
Mexico  have  been  punctually  paid  as  they  have  fallen  due,  and  our 
minister  is  engaged  in  inrging  the  establishment  of  a  new  commission 
in  pursuance  of  the  convention  for  the  settlement  of  unadjusted  claims. 

With  the  other  American  States  our  relations  of  amity  and  good  will 
have  remained  uninterrupted.  Our  minister  near  the  Republic  of  New 
Granada  has  succeeded  in  effecting  an  adjustment  of  the  claim  upon 
that  Government  for  the  schooner  By  Chance,  which  had  been  pending 
for  many  years.  The  claim  for  the  brig  Morris,  which  had  its  origin 
during  the  existence  of  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  and  indemnification 
for  which  since  the  dissolution  of  that  RepubHc  has  devolved  upon  its 
several  members,  will  be  urged  with  renewed  zeal. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying*  that  the  Government  of  Brazil  has 
adjusted  the  claim  upon  that  Government  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
J(jm  S.  Bryan,  and  that  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  same 
spuit  of  justice  will  influence  its  councils  in  arriving  at  an  early  deci- 
sion upon  the  remaining  claims,  thereby  removing  all  cause  of  dissension 
between  two  powers  whose  interests  are  to  some  extent  interwoven  with 
each  other. 

Our  minister  at  Chili  has  succeeded  in  inducing  a  recognition  by  that 
Government  of  the  adjustment  effected  by  his  predecessor  of  the  first 
daim  in  the  case  of  the  Macedonian.  The  first  installment  has  been 
received  by  the  claimants  in  the  United  States. 

Notice  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Peru,  which 
will  take  place  at  Lima,  has  not  yet  reached  this  country,  but  is  shortly 
expected  to  be  received,  when  the  claims  upon  that  Republic  will  doubt- 
less be  Uquidated  and  paid. 

In  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  occurring  several  years  ago,  this  Government 
has  remained  unrepresented  at  that  Court,  while  a  minister  from  it  has 
been  constantly  resident  here.  The  causes  of  irritation  have  in  a  great 
measure  passed  away,  and  it  is  in  contemplation,  in  view  of  important 
interests  which  have  grown  up  in  that  country,  at  some  early  period 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  with 'the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  to  restore  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  a  minis- 
ter was  dispatched  from  the  United  States  to  China  in  August  of  the 
present  year,  who,  from  the  latest  accounts  we  have  from  him,  was  at 
Suez,  in  Egypt,  on  the  25th  of  September  last,  on  his  route  to  China. 
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In  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes  residiug  within  our  jurisdictional  limits, 
the  greatest  vngilance  of  the  Government  has  been  exerted  to  presen^e 
them  at  peace  among  themselves  and  to  inspire  them  with  feelings  of 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government  and  to  cultivate  friendship 
with  the  border  inhabitants.  This  has  happily  succeeded  to  a  great 
extent,  but  it  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  they  suffer  themselves  in  some 
instances  to  be  imposed  upon  by  artful  and  designing  men.  and  t 
notwithstanding  all  efforts  of  the  Government  to  prevent  it. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  calendar  year  1843,  exclusive  4 
loans,  were  little  more  than  $18,000,000,  and  the  expenditures.  exclusiTJ 
of  the  payments  on  the  public  debt,  will  have  been  about  $23,000,000. 
By  the  act  of  1 842  a  new  arrangement  of  tlie  fiscal  year  was  made,  so  thai 
it  should  commence  on  the  ist  day  of  July  in  each  year.  The  accoiu 
and  estimates  for  the  current  fiscal  year  will  show  that  the  loans  and  Tre 
urj'  notes  made  and  issued  before  the  close  of  the  last  Congress  lo  d 
the  anticipated  deficiency  have  not  been  entirely  adequate.  Althougff 
on  the  ist  of  October  last  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasurj', 
quence  of  the  provisions  thus  made,  of  $3,914,082,77,  yet  the  appropria- 
tions already  made^by  Congress  will  absorb  that  balance  and  leave  a  prob- 
able deficiency  of  $2 ,000,000  at  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  There 
are  outstanding  Treasury  notes  to  about  the  amount  of  $4,600,000,  and 
should  they  be  returned  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  they 
will  require  provision  for  their  redemption.  I  do  not,  howevo',  regard 
this  as  probable,  since  they  have  obviously  entered  into  the  currency  of 
the  country  and  will  continue  to  form  a  portion  of  it  if  the  system  now 
adopted  be  continued.  The  loan  of  1841.  amounting  to  $5,672,976.88, 
falls  due  on  the  ist  day  of  Januarj'.  1845,  and  must  be  provided  for  or 
postponed  by  a  new  loan;  and  unless  the  resources  of  re\'enue  should  be 
materially  increased  by  you  there  will  be  a  probable  deficiency  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1845,  of  upward  of  $4,000,000. 

The  delusion  incident  to  an  enormously  excessive  paper  circulation, 
which  gave  a  fictitious  value  to  everjthing  and  stimulated  adventure  and 
speculation  to  an  extravagant  extent,  has  been  happily  succeeded  by  the 
substitution  of  the  precious  metals  and  paper  promptly  redeemable  in 
specie;  and  thus  false  values  have  disappeared  and  a  sounder  condition 
of  things  has  been  introduced.  This  transition,  although  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  lias  nevertheless  been  attended 
with  much  embarrassment  to  the  Government  in  its  financial  concents. 
So  long  as  the  foreign  importers  could  receive  paj-ment  for  iheir  cargoes 
in  a  currency  of  greatly-less  value  than  that  in  Europe,  but  fullj-  s 
abt  here  in  the  purchase  of  our  agricultural  productions  (their  | 
being  immeasurably  augmented  by  the  operation),  the  shipments  \ 
large  and  the  revenues  of  the  Government  became  superabundant, 
the  change  in  tlie  character  of  the  circtilatJon  from  a  nominal  1 
apparently  real  value  in  the  first  stage  of  its  existence  to  an  otn 
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depreciated  value  in  its  second,  so  that  it  no  longer  answered  the  purposes 
of  exchange  or  barter,  and  its  ultimate  substitution  by  a  sound  metallic 
and  paper  circulation  combined,  has  been  attended  by  diminished  impor- 
tations and  a  consequent  falling  off  in  the  revenue.  This  has  induced 
Congress,  from  1837,  to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury  notes, 
and  finally  of  funding  them,  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies.  I  can  not, 
however,  withhold  the  remark  that  it  is  in  no  way  compatible  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  that  a  public  debt  should  be  created  in  time 
of  peace  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  or  that  tempo- 
rary expedients  should  be  resorted  to  an  hour  longer  than  it  is  possible 
to  avoid  them.  The  Executive  can  do  no  more  than  apply  the  means 
which  Congress  places  in  its  hands  for  the  support  of  Government,  and, 
happily  for  the  good  of  the  country  and  for  the  preservation  of  its  liber- 
ties, it  possesses  no  power  to  levy  exactions  on  the  people  or  to  force  from 
them  contributions  to  the  pubUc  revenue  in  any  form.  It  can  only  rec- 
ommend such  measures  as  may  in  its  opinion  be  called  for  by  the  wants 
of  the  public  service  to  Congress,  with  whom  alone  rests  the  power  to 
"lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.**  This  duty  has 
upon  several  occasions  heretofore  been  performed.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  things  gives  flattering  promise  that  trade  and  commerce  are 
rapidly  reviving,  and,  fortunately  for  the  country,  the  sources  of  revenue 
have  only  to  be  opened  in  order  to  proVe  abundant. 

While  we  can  anticipate  no  considerable  increase  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  for  reasons  perfectly  obvious  to  all,  for  several 
years  to  come,  yet  the  public  lands  can  not  otherwise  than  be  regarded 
as  the  foundation  of  the  public  credit.  With  so  large  a  body  of  the  most 
fertile  lands  in  the  world  under  the  control  and  at  the  disposal  of  this 
Government,  no  one  can  reasonably  doubt  the  entire  abiUty  to  meet  its 
engagements  under  every  emergency.  In  seasons  of  trial  and  difficulty 
similar  to  those  through  which  we  are  passing  the  capitalist  makes  his 
investments  in  the  Government  stocks  with  the  most  assured  confidence 
of  ultimate  reimbiursement;  and  whatever  may  be  said  of  a  period  of  great 
financial  prosperity,  such  as  existed  for  some  years  after  1833,  I  should 
regard  it  as  suicidal  in  a  season  of  financial  embarrassment  either  to 
alienate  the  lands  themselves  or  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sales. 
The  first  and  paramount  duty  of  those  to  whom  may  be  intrusted  th^  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs  is  to  guard  the  public  credit.  In  reestablish- 
ing the  credit  of  this  central  Government  the  readiest  and  most  obvious 
mode  is  taken  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  States.  The  extremities  can 
only  be  made  sound  by  producing  a  healthy  action  in  the  central  Govern- 
ment, and  the  history  of  the  present  day  fully  establishes  the  fact  that 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  stocks  of  this  Government  will  in  a  great 
majority  of  instances  be  attended  by  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
stocks  of  the  States.  It  should  therefore  be  a  matter  of  general  con- 
gratulation that  amidst  all  the  embarrassments  arising  from  surrounding 
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circumstances  the  credit  of  the  Goveninient  should  bare  been  so  fi 
restored  that  it  has  been  enabled  to  effect  a  loan  of  $7,000,000  to  redeem 
that  amount  of  Treasury  notes  on  terms  more  favorable  than  any  that 
have  been  offered  for  many  3-ears.  Aud  the  6  per  cent  stock  which  was 
created  in  1842  has  advanced  in  the  bauds  of  the  holders  nearly  20  per 
cent  above  its  par  value.  The  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  integrity 
of  their  Govemmeut  has  thus  been  signally  manifested.  These  opin- 
ions relative  lo  the  pubUc  lands  do  not  in  any  manner  conflict  with  the 
obser\ance  of  the  most  liberal  policy  toward  those  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who  press  forward  into  the  wilderness  and  are  the  pioneers  in  the  work 
of  its  reclamation.  In  securing  to  all  such  their  rights  of  preemption 
the  Government  performs  but  an  act  of  retributive  justice  for  sufferings 
encountered  and  hardships  endured,  and  finds  ample  remtmeration 
comforts  which  its  policy  insures  and  the  happiness  which  it  imparts. 

Should  a  revision  of  the  tariff  with  a  view  to  revenue  become 
sary  in  the  estimation  of  Congress,  I  doubt  not  you  will  approach  the* 
subject  with  a  just  and  enlightened  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  principles  aud  views  which  I  have  heretofore  had  occa- 
sion to  submit  remain  unchanged.  It  can,  however,  never  be  too  often 
repeated  that  the  prominent  interest  of  every  important  pursuit  of  hfe 
requires  for  success  permanency  and  stability  in  legislation.  These  can 
only  be  attained  by  adopting  as  the  basis  of  action  moderation  in  all 
things,  which  is  as  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the  harmonious 
action  of  the  political  as  of  the  animal  system.  In  our  political  organi- 
zation no  one  section  of  the  countrj'  should  desire  to  have  its  supposed 
interests  advanced  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  others,  but  union,  being  the 
great  interest,  equally  precious  to  all,  should  be  fostered  and  sustained 
by  mutual  concessions  and  the  cultivation  of  that  spirit  of  compromise 
from  which  the  Constitution  itself  proceeded. 

You  will  be  informed  by  the  report  from  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  measures  taken  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  authorizing 
reissue  of  Treasury  notes  in  lieu  of  those  then  outstanding.     Thesj'sti 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws  seems  well  calculated  to  save 
countr>'  a  large  amount  of  interest,  while  it  affords  conveniences  ai 
ob\'iates  dangers  and  expense  in  the  transmission  of  funds  to  disbursing 
agents.     I  refer  you  also  to  that  report  for  the  means  proposed  by  the 
Secretarj'  to  increase  the  revenue,  and  particularly  to  that  por 
which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  warehousing  system,  which  I 
urged  upon  Congress  at  its  last  session  and  as  to  the  importance  of 
my  opinion  has  undergone  no  change. 

In  ^-iew  of  the  disordered  condition  of  the  currency  at  the  time 
the  high  rates  of  exchange  between  different  parts  of  the  country,  I 
it  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  your 
ces,"v*5  a  proposition  conflicting  in  no  degree  with  the  ConstHutioa 
with  tbe  rights  of  the  States  aud  having  the  saacdou  (not 
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in  principle)  of  some  of  the  eminent  men  who  have  preceded  me  in  the 
Executive  office.  That  proposition  contemplated  the  issuing  of  Treas- 
ury notes  of  denominations  of  not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $100,  to  be 
employed  in  the  pa)rment  of  the  obligations  of  the  Government  in  lieu 
of  gold  and  silver  at  the  option  of  the  public  creditor,  and  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $15,000,000.  It  was  proposed  to  make  them  receivable 
everywhere  and  to  estabHsh  at  various  points  depositories  of  gold  and 
silver  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  redemption  of  such  notes,  so  as  to  insure 
their  convertibility  into  specie.  No  doubt  was  entertained  that  such 
notes  would  have  maintained  a  par  value  with  gold  and  silver,  thus  fur- 
nishing a  paper  currency  of  equal  value  over  the  Union,  thereby  meeting 
the  just  expectations  of  the  people  and  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  parental 
government.  Whether  the  depositories  should  be  permitted  to  sell  or 
purchase  bills  under  very  limited  restrictions,  together  with  all  its  other 
details,  was  submitted  to  the  wisdom  .of  Congress  and  was  regarded  as 
of  secondary  importance.  I  thought  then  and  think  now  that  such  an 
arrangement  would  have  been  attended  with  the  happiest  results.  The 
whole  matter  of  the  currency  would  have  been  placed  where  by  the  Con- 
stitution it  was  designed  to  be  placed — under  the  immediate  supervision 
and  control  of  Congress.  The  action  of  the  Government  would  have 
been  independent  of  all  corporations,  and  the  same  eye  which  rests  unceas- 
ingly on  the  specie  currency  and  guards  it  against  adulteration  would  also 
have  rested  on  the  paper  currency,  to  control  and  regulate  its  issues  and 
protect  it  against  depreciation.  The  same  reasons  which  would  forbid 
Congress  from  parting  with  the  power  over  the  coinage  would  seem  to 
operate  with  nearly  equal  force  in  regard  to  any  substitution  for  the  pre- 
dons  metals  in  the  form  of  a  circulating  medium.  Paper  when  substi- 
tuted for  specie  constitutes  a  standard  of  value  by  which  the  operations 
of  society  are  regulated,  and  whatsoever  causes  its  depreciation  affects 
society  to  an  extent  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  the  adulteration  of  the 
coin.  Nor  can  I  withhold  the  remark  that  its  advantages  contrasted 
with  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  apart  from  the  fact  that  a  bank  was 
esteemed  as  obnoxious  to  the  public  sentiment  as  well  on  the  score  of 
expediency  as  of  constitutionalty,  appeared  to  me  to  be  striking  and  obvi- 
ous. The  relief  which  a  bank  would  afford  by  an  issue  of  $15,000,000 
of  its  notes,  judging  from  the  experience  of  the  late  United  States  Bank, 
would  not  have  occurred  in  less  than  fifteen  years,  whereas  under  the 
proposed  arrangement  the  relief  arising  from  the  issue  of  $15,000,000 
of  Tteasury  notes  would  have  been  consummated  in  one  year,  thus  fur- 
nishing in  one-fifteenth  part  of  the  time  in  which  a  bank  could  have 
accomplished  it  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  equal  in  amount  to  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  at  par  value  with  gold  and  silver.  The  saving 
to  the  Government  would  have  been  equal  to  all  the  interest  which  it 
has  had  to  pay  on  Treasury  notes  of  previous  as  well  as  subsequent 
issoeSy  thereby  relieving  the  Government  and  at  the  same  time  affording 
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relief  to  the  people.  Under  all  the  responsibilities  attached  to  the  sta- 
tion which  I  occupy,  and  in  redemption  of  a  pledge  given  to  the  last 
Congress  at  the  close  of  its  first  session.  I  submitted  the  suggestion  to 
its  consideration  at  two  consecutive  sessions.  The  recommeadation. 
howe\'er,  met  with  no  favor  at  its  hauds.  While  I  am  free  to  admit  that 
the  necessities  of  the  times  have  since  become  greatly  ameliorated  and 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  the  coimtry  is  safely  and  rapidly 
emerging  from  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  everj'whcre 
surrounded  it  in  1S41,  yet  I  can  not  but  think  that  its  restoration  toa 
sound  and  healthy  condition  would  be  greatly  expedited  by  a  resort 
to  the  expedient  in  a  modified  form. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  now  rest  upon  the  act  of  1789  and  the 
resolution  of  1816,  and  those  laws  have  been  so  administered  as  to  pro- 
duce as  great  a  quantum  of  good  to  the  country  as  their  provisions  are 
capable  of  yielding.  If  there  had  been  any  distinct  expression  of  opin- 
ion going  to  show  that  public  sentiment  is  averse  to  the  plau,  either  as 
heretofore  recommended  to  Congress  or  in  a  modified  form,  while  my 
own  opinion  in  regard  to  it  would  remain  unchanged  I  should  be  very 
far  from  again  presenting  it  to  your  consideration.  The  Government 
has  originated  with  the  States  and  the  people,  for  their  own  benefit  and 
advantage,  and  it  would  be  subversive  of  the  foundation  principles  of  the 
political  edifice  which  they  have  reared  to  persevere  in  a  measure  which 
in  their  mature  judgments  they  had  either  repudiated  or  condemned. 
The  will  of  our  constituents  clearly  expressed  should  be  regarded  as  the 
light  to  guide  oiu-  footsteps,  the  true  difference  between  a  monarchical 
or  aristocratical  government  and  a  republic  being  that  in  the  first  the 
will  of  the  few  prevails  over  the  will  of  the  many,  while  in  the  last 
the  wHU  of  the  many  should  be  alone  consulted. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will  bring  you  acquainted  with 
condition  of  that  important  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  Army 
be  regarded,  in  consequence  of  the  small  number  of  the  rank  and  file  ii 
each  company  and  regiment,  as  little  more  than  a  nucleus  around  which 
to  rally  the  military  force  of  the  country  in  case  of  war,  and  yet  its  serv- 
ices in  preserving  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  are  of  a  most  important 
nature.  In  all  cases  of  emergency  the  reliance  of  the  country  is  prop- 
erly placed  in  the  mihtia  of  the  several  States,  and  it  may  well  deserve 
the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  a  new  and  more  perfect  organiza* 
tion  might  not  be  introduced,  looking  mainly  to  the  volunteer  companii 
of  the  Union  for  the  present  and  of  easy  application  to  the  great  body 
the  militia  in  time  of  war. 

The  expenditures  of  the  War  Department  ha^-e  been  considenthi] 
reduced  in  the  last  two  years.  Contingencies,  however,  may  arise  wl 
would  call  for  the  filling  up  of  the  regiments  with  a  full  complement  of 
men  and  make  it  very  desirable  to  remount  the  corps  of  dragoons,  whidi 
by  an  RCt  of  the  last  Congress  was  directed  to  be  dissolved. 
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I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  While  every  effort  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  made  to  retrench  all  superfluities  and  lop 
off  all  excrescences  which  from  time  to  time  may  have  grown  up,  yet  it 
has  not  been  regarded  as  wise  or  prudent  to  recommend  any  material 
change  in  the  annual  appropriations.  The  interests  which  are  involved 
are  of  too  important  a  character  to  lead  to  the  recommendation  of  any 
other  than  a  liberal  policy.  Adequate  appropriations  ought  to  be  made 
to  enable  the  Executive  to  fit  out  all  the  ships  that  are  now  in  a  course 
of  building  or  that  require  repairs  for  active  service  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time  should  any  emergency  arise  which  may  require  it.  An  effi- 
cient navy,  while  it  is  the  cheapest  means  of  public  defense,  enlists  in  its 
support  the  feelings  of  pride  and  confidence  which  brilliant  deeds  and 
heroic  valor  have  heretofore  served  to  strengthen  and  confirm. 

I  refer  you  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  Secretary's  report  which 
has  reference  to  recent  experiments  in  the  application  of  steam  and  in 
the  construction  of  our  war  steamers,  made  under  the  superintendence 
of  distinguished  officers  of  the  Navy.  In  addition  to  other  manifest 
improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  steam  engine  and  application  of 
the  motive  power  which  has  rendered  them  more  appropriate  to  the  uses 
of  ships  of  war,  one  of  those  officers  has  brought  into  use  a  power  which 
makes  the  steamship  most  formidable  either  for  attack  or  defense.  I  can 
not  too  strongly  recommend  this  subject  to  your  consideration  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  my  entire  conviction  of  its  great  importance. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  also  to  that  portion  of  the  Secretary's 
report  which  has  reference  to  the  act  of  the  late  session  of  Congress 
which  prohibited  the  transfer  of  any  balance  of  appropriation  from  other 
heads  of  appropriation  to  that  for  building,  equipment,  and  repair.  The 
repeal  of  that  prohibition  will  enable  the  Department  to  give  renewed 
employment  to  a  large  class  of  workmen  who  have  been  necessarily  dis- 
charged in  consequence  of  the  want  of  means  to  pay  them — a  circum- 
stance attended,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year,  with  much  privation 
and  sufiFering. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  announce  to  you  the  loss  of  the  steamship 
the  Missouri  by  fire  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  where  she  had  stopped  to 
renew  her  supplies  of  coal  on  her  voyage  to  Alexandria,  with  Mr.  Gush- 
ing, the  American  minister  to  China,  on  board.  There  is  ground  for 
high  commendation  of  the  officers  and  men  for  the  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity and  perfect  submission  to  discipline  evinced  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances.  Surrounded  by  a  raging  fire,  which  the  utmost  exertions 
could  not  subdue,  and  which  threatened  momentarily  the  explosion  of 
her  well-supplied  magazines,  the  officers  exhibited  no  signs  of  fear  and 
the  men  obeyed  every  order  with  alacrity.  Nor  was  she  abandoned 
until  the  last  gleam  of  hope  of  saving  her  had  expired.  It  is  well  worthy 
of  your  consideration  whether  the  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  and 
crew  in  this  upfortunate  afiEair  should  not  be  reimbursed  to  them. 
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I  can  not  take  leave  of  this  painful  subject  without  adverting  to  tte 
aid  rendered  upon  the  occasion  by  the  British  authorities  at  Gibraltar 
and  the  commander.  oiEcers,  and  crew  of  the  British  ship  of  the  line 
the  Malabar,  which  was  lying  at  the  time  in  the  bay.  Ever>thing  that 
generosity  or  humanity  coidd  dictate  was  promptly  performed.  It  is  by 
such  acts  of  good  will  by  one  to  another  of  the  family  of  nations  that 
fraternal  feelings  are  nourished  and  the  blessings  of  permanent  peac» 
secured. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  will  bring  you  acquainted  with 
the  operations  of  that  Department  during  the  past  year,  and  will  suggest 
to  you  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  as  in  your  opinion  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service  may  require.  The  change  which  the 
country  has  undergone  of  late  years  in  the  mode  of  travel  and  transpor- 
tation has  afforded  so  many  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  mail  matter 
out  of  the  regular  mail  as  to  require  the  greatest  vigilance  and  circum- 
spection in  order  to  enable  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Department  to 
restrain  the  expenditures  within  the  income.  There  is  also  too  much 
reason  to  fear  that  the  franking  privilege  has  nm  into  great  abuse.  The 
Department,  nevertheless,  has  been  conducted  \v-ith  the  greatest  \igor, 
and  has  attained  at  the  least  possible  expense  all  the  useful  objects  for 
which  it  was  established. 

In  regard  to  all  the  Departmenls,  I  am  quite  liappy  in  the  belief  that 
nothing  has  been  left  undone  which  was  called  for  by  a  true  spirit  of 
economy  or  by  a  system  of  accountability  rigidly  enforced.  This  is  in 
some  degree  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  Government  has  sustained 
no  loss  by  the  default  of  any  of  its  agents.  In  the  complex,  but  at  the 
same  time  beautiful,  machinery  of  our  system  of  government,  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  remote  agency  may  have  failed  for  an 
instant  to  fulfill  its  desired  ofRce;  but  I  feel  confident  in  the  assertion 
that  nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  harmonious  action  of  Uie 
Goveniment  itself,  and  that,  while  the  laws  ha\-e  been  executed  with 
efficiency  and  vigor,  the  rights  neither  of  States  nor  individuals  have 
been  trampled  on  or  disregarded. 

In  the  meantime  the  coimtry  has  been  steadily  advancing  in  all  that 
contributes  to  national  greatness.  The  tide  of  population  continaes 
unbrokenly  to  Bow  into  the  new  States  and  Territories,  where  a  refuge 
is  found  not  only  for  our  native-bom  fellow -citizens,  but  for  emigrants 
from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  who  come  among  us  to  partake  of 
the  blessings  of  our  free  institutions  and  to  aid  by  their  labor  to  swell  the 
current  of  our  wealth  and  power. 

It  is  due  to  ever)'  consideration  of  public  policy  that  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  the  West  should  receive  all  such  attention  at  the  hands  of  Coo- 
gress  as  the  Constitution  wilt  enable  it  to  bestow.  Works  in  favon 
and  proper  situations  on  the  Lakes  would  be  found  to  be  as  tndisf 
sably  necessary,  in  case  of  war,  to  carry  on  safe  and  supcesaful  i 
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operatioiis  as  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  appropriation 
made  by  the  last  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  River  has  been  diligently  and  efficiently  applied. 

I  can  not  close  this  communication,  gentlemen,  without  recommend- 
ing to  your  most  favorable  consideration  the  interests  of  this  District. 
Appointed  by  the  Constitution  its  exclusive  legislators,  and  forming  in 
this  particular  the  only  anomaly  in  our  system  of  government — of  the 
legislative  body  being  elected  by  others  than  those  for  whose  advantage 
they  are  to  legislate — you  will  feel  a  superadded  obligation  to  look  well 
into  their  condition  and  to  leave  no  cause  for  complaint  or  regret.  The 
seat  of  Government  of  our  associated  republics  can  not  but  be  regarded 
as  worthy  of  your  parental  care. 

In  connection  with  its  other  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, I  recommend  that  at  your  present  session  you  adopt  such  measures  in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Smithsonian  bequest  as  in  your  judgment 
will  be  best  calculated  to  consummate  the  liberal  intent  of  the  testator. 

When,  under  a  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  succeeded  to  the 
Presidential  office,  the  state  of  public  affairs  was  embarrassing  and  critical. 
To  add  to  the  irritation  consequent  upon  a  long-standing  controversy 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  modem  times,  involving  not 
only  questions  of  boundary  (which  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances are  always  embarrassing),  but  at  the  same  time  important  and 
high  principles  of  maritime  law,  border  controversies  between  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  countries  had  engendered  a  state  of  feeling  and 
of  conduct  which  threatened  the  most  calamitous  consequences.  The 
hazards  incident  to  this  state  of  things  were  greatly  heightened  by  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  who,  acting  (as  it 
was  alleged)  as  a  part  of  a  miHtary  force,  had  aided  in  the  commission 
of  an  act  violative  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and 
involving  the  murder  of  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York.  A  large 
amount  of  claims  against  the  Government  of  Mexico  remained  unad- 
justed and  a  war  of  several  years*  continuance  with  the  savage  tribes  of 
Florida  still  prevailed,  attended  with  the  desolation  of  a  large  portion 
of  that  beautiful  Territory  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  many  valuable  lives. 
To  increase  the  embarrassments  of  the  Government,  individual  and  State 
credit  had  been  nearly  stricken  down  and  confidence  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  s6  much  impaired  that  loans  of  a  small  amount  could  only 
be  negotiated  at  a  considerable  sacrifice.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  blight  which  had  fallen  on  commerce  and  mechanical  industry,  the 
ships  of  the  one  were  thrown  out  of  employment  and  the  operations  of 
the  other  had  been  greatly  diminished.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
currency,  exchanges  between  different  parts  of  the  country  had  become 
ruinously  high  and  trade  had  to  depend  on  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
in  conducting  its  transactions.  I  shall  be  permitted  to  congratulate 
the  country  that  under  an  overruUng  Providence  peace  was  preserved 
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without  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  honor;  the  war  in  Klorida  was  brongl 
to  a  speedy  termination;  a  large  portion  of  the  claims  on  Mexico  liave 
been  fully  adjudicated  and  are  in  a  course  of  payment,  while  justice  has 
been  rendered  to  us  in  other  matters  by  other  nations;  confidence  between 
man  and  man  is  in  a  great  measure  restored  and  the  credit  of  this  Gov- 
ernment fully  and  perfectly  reestablished:  commerce  is  becoming  more 
and  more  extended  in  its  operations  and  manufacturing  and  mechan- 
ical industry  once  more  reap  the  rewards  of  skill  and  labor  honestly 
applied;  the  operations  of  trade  rest  on  a  sound  currency  and  the  rates 
of  exchange  are  reduced  to  their  lowest  amount. 

In  this  condition  of  things  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  to 
your  favorable  consideration  matters  of  great  interest  in  their  present 
and  ultimate  results;  and  the  only  desire  which  I  feel  in  connection  with 
the  future  is  and  will  continue  to  be  to  leave  the  countr>'  prosperous  and 
its  institutions  unimpaired. 


JOHN  TYLER.    ^1 

I 

December  8.  rSfj.  ^^^H 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

City  of  Washington,  December  8.  iSfj. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy, 
exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  Preadenti 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  March.  1S09,  enlit 
"An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.' 

JOHN  T\'LE] 


Washington,  December  /,?,  /5/j.  ] 
To  the  Senate  Pf  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  in  refere 
to  its  ratification,  a  convention  for  the  siurender  of  criminals  betw 
the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ihe  Frc 
signed  at  this  place  ou  the  gth  day  of  November  last  by  the  SecrctarjrB 
State  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  ad  interim  from  the  French  C 
emment  to  the  United  States.  TOHX  TYLER 


WA,sinNGTON,  December  16.  tS^.^ 
To  ike  House  of  Representatives: 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  their  last  session  passed  a  joint  moln* 
doa,  wliich  originated  in  the  House  of  Represeotatives,  "presemiug  tUc 
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thanks  of  Congress  to  Samuel  T.  Washington  for  the  service  sword  of 
George  Washington  and  the  stafiF  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  presented  by  him 
to  Congress.*'  This  resolution  (in  consequence,  doubtless,  of  a  merely- 
accidental  omission)  did  not  reach  me  until  after  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  and  therefore  did  not  receive  my  approval  and  signature,  which 
it  would  otherwise  promptly  have  received.  I  nevertheless  felt  myself 
at  Hberty  and  deemed  it  entirely  proper  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  to  Mr.  Washington,  as  is  manifested  by  the  accompanying 
copy  of  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  him.  The  joint  resolution,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  the  letter,  is  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State, 
and  can  be  withdrawn  and  comfnunicated  to  the  House  if  it  see  cause  to 

require  them. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[Prom  Miscellaneous  Letters,  Department  of  State.] 
SAMTOt  T.  WASHINGTON,  Esq.  WASHINGTON.  April  27. 

Dbar  Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
expressive  of  the  estimate  which  they  place  upon  the  presents  which  you  recently 
made  to  the  United  States  of  the  sword  used  by  your  illustrious  relative,  George 
Washington,  in  the  military  career  of  his  early  youth  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  and 
throughout  the  War  of  our  National  Independence,  and  of  the  staff  bequeathed  by 
tlje  patriot,  statesman,  and  sage  Benjamin  Franklin  to  the  same  leader  of  the  armies 
of  freedom  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  George  Washington. 

These  precious  relics  have  been  accepted  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  have  been 
deposited  among  its  archives. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportimity  afforded  in  the  performance  of  this  pleasing  task 

to  tender  you  assurances  of  my  high  respect  and  esteem. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[Prom  Pocketed  I«aw8,  Department  of  State.] 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  presenting  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Samuel  T.  Washington  for  the 
service  sword  of  George  Washington  and  the  staff  of  Benjamin  F'ranklin,  presented  by  him 
to  Congress. 

Resolved  unanimously  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  0/  America  in  Congress  assembled y  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  pre- 
sented to  Samuel  T.  Washington,  of  Kanawha  County,  Va.,  for  the  present  of  the 
sword  used  by  his  illustrious  relative,  George  Washington,  in  the  military  career  of 
his  early  youth  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  and  throughout  the  War  of  our  National 
Independence,  and  of  the  staff  bequeathed  by  the  patriot,  statesman,  and  sage  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  to  the  same  leader  of  the  armies  of  freedom  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  George  Washington. 

That  these  precious  relics  are  hereby  accepted  in  the  name  of  the  nation;  that 

they  be  deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States; 

and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Samuel  T. 

Washington. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

WILLIE  P.  MANGUM, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
•  M  P— vol,  IV— 18 
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Washington,  Dectmbtr  M.  fS^j. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  coDimiinication  from  the  War  Dc|icLrtiiieat,  ctjo- 
taining  all  the  information  and  correspoadeuce  in  that  Depaitmeat  "  on 
the  subject  of  the  'taountain  howitzer'  taken  by  Lieutenant  Fiemoat 
on  the  expedition  to  the  Oregon ' '  [Territory} ,  as  requested  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  i8th  instant.  lOHN  TYT.SJt 


1 


WASHrNGTON,  D.  C^December  aj,  184^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  convention  for  the  settlement  of  tbeclaini^of 
the  cLtizeos  and  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic  against  the  Gm-- 
emment  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  citizens  and  Goveniment  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Government  o£  the  Mexicau  Republic,  signed 
in  the  City  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  last  month. 

I  am  happy  to  believe  that  this  convention  provides  as  fully  as  is  prac- 
ticable for  the  adjustment  of  all  claims  of  our  citizens  on  the  Government 
of  Mexico.  Thai  Government  has  thus  afforded  a  gratifying  proof  of  its 
promptness  and  good  faith  in  observing  the  stipulatipn  of  the  saxth  arti- 
cle of  the  convention  of  the  joth  of  January  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  January  S,  1S4 
To  the  Setiale  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report*  made  by  the  Secretary  of  iht  Ni 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1843. 

JOHN  T\^LK1 


Washingtos,  January  10,  184^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  letterf  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
copy  of  a  correspondence  between  that  officer  and  the  minister  from  Pot- 
t^gal  near  this  Government,  to  which  I  invite  the  attention  of  C( 

JOKM  T' 


Washington,  Januaty  t6,  /^ 
7b  Iht  Htmse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rejirescn  la  lives  of  tl 
instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  lo  thai  body  " 
of  all  correspondence  with  any  foreign  government  relati\'c  to.th 
boundary,  discovery,  and  settlement  of  the  Territorj-  of  Oregon," 


•  Tnounlltius  Blislracu  of  propanU  made  lo  the  N*vy  Dcp*nnipn 
I  DrUllns  to  ihc  dsiia  levied  on  thE  widh  of  IVjnogat  and  IB  px 
tlBilcil£utMia.*udMiaii<il  Uetrattfof  Avgiut  4  iSto- 


■ul  ItiHrrrnI  Inn 
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to  state  that  the  information  called  for  by  the  House  has  been  already 
from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  Congress,  with  the  exception  of  such 
correspondence  as  has  been  held  within  the  last  few  months  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  our  minister  at  London;  that  there  is  a 
prospect  of  opening  a  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington of  the  newly  appointed  British  minister,  now  daily  expected;  and 
that  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  deemed  inexpedient,  with  a  view 
to  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  above 
mentioned.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington  City,  January  77,  184.4., 
To  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States: 

In  compUance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Second  Lieutenant  D.^C. 
Buell,  Third  Infantry,  and  of  all  orders  and  papers  in  relation  thereto. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  at  the  date  of  the  resolution  the  final  action 
of  the  Executive  was  not  had  upon  the  case.  That  action  having  since 
taken  place,  it  is  communicated  with  the  papers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  /p,  1844, 
To  the  House  oJ  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  15th  December,  1843,  re- 
questing **such  information  as  may  be  on  file  in  any  of  the  Departments 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a  junction  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,"  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  relation  thereto.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  24,  1844, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  date  of  the  7th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz,  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner 
Amistad.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  26, 1844, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  accompany- 
ing papers,  containing  the  information  respecting  the  Indians  remaining 
at  present  in  Florida,  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  loth  instant.  JOHN  TYLER 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


276 

Washington,  Jt 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 
I  transmit  a  report*  of  the  War  Department,  prepared  und^  a  resoln' 


tion  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant. 


JOHN  T\XER. 


Washington.  February  6.  1844^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  di 
the  22A  Januarj-,  I  herewith  transmit  a  lettert  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  containing  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  that  Depart- 
ment  on  the  subject  to  which  the  resolution  refers. 

JOHN  T\'Ui;R. 


4 


Washington,  February  y.  1844.  ' 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  thdr  rtso- 
lution  of  the  gth  of  Januarj-  last,  a  reportj  from  the  Secretary  of  State 


and  a  report  g  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  p,  1844.  J 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  i^Hth  the  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  of  the  31st  January,! 
herewith  transmit  the  accompanying  letter||  from  the  Secretary  of  t 

"*^-  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  /2.  1S44. 
To  Ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
Delawares  and  Wyandots,  by  which  the  Delawarea  propose  to  convey  to 
the  Wyandots  certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  for  the  ratification  and 
approval  of  the  Senate,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents 
marked  A  and  B. 

My  mind  is  not  clear  of  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  Executive  J 
act  in  the  matter,  but  being  opposed  to  the  assumption  of  any  doubtfl 
power,  I  have  considered  it  best  to  submit  tbe  agreement  to  your  conn 

''^^*'°°-  JOHN  TYLER,| 

Liw  comDiHJon.  dttios  in  thr  I 


4 

> 

late  I 


fitcUtlngi 


I  Iht  proceediagi  and  conduct  o 
iiUtf  Ihe  D»nciiig  Rabbit  Creek  ti 
.  BjipiriiilnicnU  of  maMcn'  niit« 


D  Afttin  rrlatire  (o  ptoc&u,  elc^H 


imuaagWiptopotdoUfMionofthediitif  o(  Iht  Home  BiMdTon. 
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Washington,  February  12,  184.4, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Iowa,  accompanied 
by  a  memorial  from  the  legislative  assembly  of  that  Territory,  asking 
admission  as  an  independent  State  into  the  Union. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  12,  184,4, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Captain  R.  F.  Stock- 
ton, of  the  United  States  Navy,  relative  to  the  vessel  of  war  the  Prince- 
ton,  which  has  been  constructed  under  his  supervision  and  direction,  and 
recommend  the  same  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  Congress. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  February  15.  1844. 

I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
submitting  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
and  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  6th  instant,  requesting  certain  information  respecting  the 
receipt  by  local  land  officers  of  fees  not  authorized  by  law  and  the  meas- 
ures which  have  been  adopted  in  reference  thereto. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  75-,  1844, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  accompanying  letter 
from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  I  herewith  transmit  certain 
resolutions*  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation  to  a 
digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  20,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing 
the  information  requested  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  29th  ultimo. 

In  order  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  matter  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  transmit  with  the  information  requested  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the 
Adjutant-General  to  Brevet  Major-General  Gaines,  with  the  documents 
to  which  it  refers.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

^Asking  the  publication  and  distribution  of  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  SUtea. 
t  Relating  to  the  actUem^nt  of  the  accounU  ofMajor-Geoeral  Gaines,  etc, 
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Washington,  February  lo.  tSff. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  trEtnsmit  to  the  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  31st  of 
January  last.  jOjj^  -mMti. 

Washington.  February  21,  iSf^.  ^| 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates;  W^ 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  thd?^ 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary' of  State,  with 


the  correspondence  therein  referred  to. 


JOHN  TYLER. 
Washington,  Febmary  2j,  iSf^.\ 


To  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Na' 
to  which  I  invite  the  particular  attention  of  Congress.  The  act  entii 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct  tr: 
fers  of  appropriation  in  the  naval  service  under  certain  circumstances' 
has  this  day  met  with  my  approval,  under  no  expectation  that  it  can  be 
rendered  available  to  the  present  wants  of  the  service,  but  as  contain- 
ing an  exposition  of  the  views  of  Congress  as  to  the  entire  poll 
transfers  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to  any  other  iu  tlic  naval 
ice  and  as  a  guide  to  the  Exectittve  in  the  administration  of  the  di 
of  that  Department.  The  restrictions  laid  upon  the  power  to  Hai 
by  the  latter  clauses  of  the  act  have  rendered  its  passage  of  no 
the  present  moment. 

It  will,  however,  be  perceived  by  the  doctunent  accompanying 
report  of  the  Secretary  that  there  has  been  realized  by  recent  feles  of 
iron,  copper,  and  other  materials  the  sum  of  $1 16,922.79.     These 
were  ordered  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  the  Executive  to 
plete  certain  ships  now  on  the  stocks,  the  completion  of  which  is  calif 
by  the  economical  wants  of  the  service;  and  the  doubt  existing  as  t 
power  of  the  Government  to  apply  this  sum  to  the  objects  contempl 
proceeds  from  the  fact  that  the  late  Secretarj-  of  the  tiavy  directed 
to  be  placed  in  the  Treasur}-,  although  in  doing  so  be  had  do  iutenti 
diverting  them  from  their  intended  head  of  expenditure.    The 
of  the  Treasury,  however,  has  brought  himself  to  the  opinion 
could  only  be  entered  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  receipts,  aud 
fore  can  only  be  withdrawn  by  authority  of  an  express  act  of  Cou} 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  such  an  act  without  del 

Aa  intimately  associated  with  the  means  of  public  defense,  I  can 

■R*la(lagloiliiVHCDinni!IlingcriiiiuinilcH<M><nL'<r<<i"  iiir  i'<i<<',i  -.1  .rr.  i,,  ihr  ii.iii.i,  ri, 
(ant«jo«tbcntieallaDoribetresiyof  1841,  au.^  1 
ufi.  fliul  to  Uje.oDOBtracticia  wbich  llw  llritifth  t\'j\  ■ 

tKrUllDglu  •  dmuDd  upim  Uic  DrillHb  Gmritiii 
Mb  Fnin  Florida  anilcr  Uic  ptnvialuns  at  (be  tc 
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forbear  urging  upon  you  the  importance  of  constructing,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  brought  into  use  in  the  construction  of  the  Prince- 
Unt^  several  ships  of  war  of  a  larger  class,  better  fitted  than  that  ship  to 
the  heavy  armament  which  should  be  placed  on  board  of  them.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  so  eminently  crowned  this  first  experiment  should  encour- 
age Congress  to  lose  no  time  in  availing  the  country  of  all  the  important 
benefits  so  obviously-destined  to  flow  from  it.  Other  nations  will  speedily 
give  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  it  would  be  criminal  in  the  United 
States,  the  first  to  apply  to  practical  purposes  the  great  power  which 
has  been  brought  into  use,  to  permit  others  to  avail  themselves  of  our 
improvements  while  we  stood  listlessly  and  supinely  by.  In  the  number 
of  steam  vessels  of  war  we  are  greatly  surpassed  by  other  nations,  and  yet 
to  Americans  is  the  world  indebted  for  that  great  discovery  of  the  means 
of  successfully  applying  steam  power  which  has  in  the  last  quarter  cen- 
tury so  materially  changed  the  condition  of  the  world.  We  have  now 
taken  another  and  even  bolder  step,  the  results  of  which  upon  the  affairs 
of  nations  remain  still  to  be  determined,  and  I  can  not  but  flatter  myself 
that  it  will  be  followed  up  without  loss  of  time  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
public  demands.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be  instructed  to  lay 
before  you  suitable  estimates  of  the  cost  of  constructing  so  many  ships  of 
such  size  and  dimensions  as  you  may  think  proper  to  order  to  be  built. 

The  application  of  steam  power  to  ships  of  war  no  longer  confines  us 
to  the  seaboard  in  their  construction.  The  urgent  demands  of  the  service 
for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  substitution  of  iron  for  wood  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships  plainly  point  to  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard  at 
some  suitable  place  on  the  Mississippi.  The  coal  fields  and  iron  mines 
of  the  extensive  region  watered  by  that  noble  river  recommend  such  an 
establishment,  while  high  considerations  of  public  policy  would  lead  to 
the  same  conclusion. 

One  of  the  complaints  of  the  Western  States  against  the  actual  opera- 
tion of  our  system  of  government  is  that  while  large  and  increasing 
expenditures  of  public  money  are  made  on  the  Atlantic  frontier  the  ex- 
penditures in  the  interior  are  comparatively  small.  The  time  has  now 
arrived  when  this  cause  of  complaint  may  be  in  a  great  measure  removed 
by  adopting  the  legitimate  and  necessary  policy  which  I  have  indicated, 
thereby  throwing  around  the  States  another  bond  of  union. 

I  could  not  forego  the  favorable  opportunity  which  has  presented  itself, 
growing  out  of  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
urge  upon  you  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  29,  184.4., 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  late  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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This  most  lamentable  occurrence  transpired  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  of  war  the  Princeton  on  yesterday  at  about  half  past  4  o'clock  iu  tlie 
evening,  and  proceeded  from  the  explosion  of  one  of  the  large  guns  of 
that  ship. 

The  loss  which  the  Government  and  the  country  have  sustained  by  this 
deplorable  event  is  heightened  by  the  death  at  the  same  time  and  by  the 
same  cause  of  several  distinguished  persons  and  valuable  citizens. 

I  shall  be  permitted  to  express  my  great  grief  at  an  occurrence  which 
has  thus  suddenly  stricken  from  my  side  two  gentlemen  upon  whose 
advice  I  so  confidently  relied  in  the  discharge  of  my  arduous  taskjj 
administering  the  office  of  the  executive  department,  and  whose  ser\ 
at  this  interesting  period  were  of  such  vast  importance. 

In  some  rehef  of  the  pubUc  sorrow  which  must  necessarily  accompa^^ 
this  most  painful  e\'ent,  it  affords  nie  much  satisfaction  to  say  tliat  it  was 
produced  by  no  carelessness  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Princeton,  but  must  be  set  down  as  one  of  those  casualties 
which  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  attend  upon  every  ser\'ice,  and  which 
are  invariably  incident  to  the  temporal  affairs  of  mankind.  I  will  also 
add  that  it  in  no  measure  detracts  from  the  value  of  the  improvemei 
contemplated  in  the  construction  of  the  Princeton  or  from  the  11 
her  brave  and  distinguished  commander  and  projector. 

JOHN  TYLER 


Washington,  March  7,  184^^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  from  the  Secre- 
tar>-  of  State,  with  documents,  containing  the  information  requested  \. 
their  resolution  of  the  26tb  ultimo. 


me^^^_ 

I 

re- 

i 


JOHN  TYLER., 


Washington,  Afarc/i  g,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representadres  cf 
the  loth  of  January  last,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  reportf  from  ti 
Secretary  of  State  ad  interim,  which  embraces  the  infonnatJon  i 
for  by  said  resolution.  lOHN  TY 

Washinoton,  March  S,  /Ay, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report,!  with  the  documents 
nying  it,  from  ibe-Secrelarj-  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resotution  of 
body  of  the  25th  of  January,  1844. 

•RtUIlni  Iu  Ihr  atUmy  a!  UlcHa.  iu  Africa. 


JOHN  TYLER; 


tc.,  of  ooDwila  lud  imumcrclal 
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Washington,  March  p,  184.4,. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  11,  1844, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report f  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  12,  1844, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  J  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th 
ultimo.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  18,  1844, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8th  of  January 
last.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  ig,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  ||  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  certain 

documents  accompan3dng  the  same,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 

Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  2o\  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
documents,  containing  the  information**  requested  by  their  resolution 
of  the  23d  ultimo.  JOHN  TYLER. 

^Relating  to  the  abuse  of  the  United  States  flag  in  subservience  to  the  African  slave  trade,  and  to 
the  taking  away  of  slaves  the  pTx>perty  of  Portuguese  subjects  in  vessels  owned  or  employed  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

t Transmitting  list  of  officers  appointed  in  the  Navy  since  June  i,  1843. 

t Transmitting^ list  of  officers  appointed  in  the  Army  since  June  i,  1843. 

2 Transmitting  list  of  ];>ersons  employed  by  the  Department  of  State  without  express  authority 
of  law,  etc.,  from  March  4,  1837,  to  December  31,  1843,  inclusive. 

I  Transmitting  the  commission  appointing  Caleb  Gushing  a  representative  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  China;  papers,  etc.,  concerning  the  payment  of  $40,000,  appropriated  for 
•ending  a  commissioner,  etc.,  to  China. 

^Relating  to  the  interpretation  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  9,  1842,  between  the 
United  States  alld^Great  Britain, 


it 
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Washington,  MarA  2o\  1844 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewitli  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  copy  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1841,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Peru,  which  has  been  duly  ratified  and  <rf 
which  the  ratifications  have  been  exchanged. 

The  communication  of  this  treaty  is  now  made  to  the  end  that  suitable 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  give  effect  to  the  first  article  thereof,  which 
provides  for  the  distribution  among  the  claimants  of  the  sum  of  $300,000, 
thereby  stipulated  to  be  paid.  JOHN  TYLER- 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

Washington  City,  March  26,  184,4,, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  report  and  papers*  referred  to  in  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  February  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  26,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  accompanying  commu- 
nication from  A.  Pageot,  minister  plenipotentiary  ad  interim  of  the  King 
of  the  French,  upon  the  subject  of  the  tonnage  duties  levied  on  French 
vessels  coming  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  from  the  islands  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon,  and  proposing  to  place  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  islands  upon  the  same  footing  as  now  exists  with  the  islands 
of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  as  regulated  by  the  acts  of  the  9th  of 
May,  1828,  and  of  the  13th  of  July,  1832.  No  reason  is  perceived  for 
the  discrimination  recognized  by  the  existing  law,  and  none  why  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  Congress  referred  to  should  not  be  extended  to  the 
commerce  of  the  islands  in  question.  lOHN  TVT  V\i 

To  the  Senate:  Washington.  March  27,  1844. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  whom  I  had  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
December  last,  showing  that  the  information!  called  for  by  that  resolu- 
tion can  not  be  furnished  from  authentic  data. 

JOHN  TYLBR. 

•  Relating  to  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis. 

t  Statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  each  year  from  iU  organiatkm  op  to  tbe 
present  period,  and  when  and  for  what  purpose  these  ezi>enditures  were  made. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  April  p,  184,4., 
To  the  House  of  RepresenioHves: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  of  liiarch  last,  requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  the  House  *  *  the 
authority  and  the  true  copies  of  all  requests  and  applications  upon  which 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  interfere  with  the  naval  and  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  attempt  of  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island  to  estabUsh  a  free  constitution  in  the  place  of  the  old 
charter  government  of  that  State;  also  copies  of  the  instructions  to  and 
statements  of  the  charter  commissioners  sent  to  him  by  the  then  existing 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  also  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  charter  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  all  the  papers  and  documents 
connected  with  the  same;  also  copies  of  the  correspondence,  if  any, 
between  the  heads  of  Departments  and  said  charter  government  or  any 
person  or  persons  connected  with  the  said  government,  and  of  any  accom- 
panying papers  and  documents;  also  copies  of  all  orders  issued  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Departments,  to  military 
officers  for  the  movement  or  employment  of  troops  to  or  in  Rhode  Island; 
also  copies  of  all  orders  to  naval  officers  to  prepare  steam  or  other  vessels 
of  the  United  States  for  service  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  also  copies 
of  all  orders  to  the  officers  of  revenue  cutters  for  the  same  service;  also 
copies  of  any  instructions  borne  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Rhode  Island 
on  his  visit  in  1842  to  review  the  troops  of  the  charter  government;  also 
copies  of  any  order  or  orders  to  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  to  report  themselves  to  the  charter  government;  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  any  other  papers  or  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  connected  with  this  subject  not 
above  specifically  enumerated,"  I  have  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Executive  did  not  deem  it  his  **duty  to  interfere  with  the  naval  and 
military  forces  of  the  United  States  *  *  in  the  late  disturbances  in  Rhode 
Island;  that  no  orders  were  issued  by  the  Executive  or  any  of  the 
Departments  to  military  officers  for  the  movement  or  employment  of 
troops  to  or  in  Rhode  Island  other  than  those  which  accompany  this 
message  and  which  contemplated  the  strengthening  of  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Adams,  which,  considering  the  extent  of  the  agitation  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  esteemed  necessary  and  judicious;  that  no  orders  were  issued 
to  naval  officers  to  prepare  steam  or  other  vessels  of  the  United  States 
for  service  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  that  no  orders  were  issued 
**  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters  for  said  service;"  that  no  iustnic- 
tions  were  borne  by  "the  Secretary  of  War  to  Rhode  Island  on  his  visit 
in  1842  to  review  the  troops  of  the  charier  government ;^ '  that  no  orders  were 
given  to  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Army  or  Navy  to  report  themselves 
to  the  charter  government;  that  ** requests  and  applications"  were 
made  to  the  Executive  to  fulfiU  the  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  which 
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impose  on  the  Federal  Government  the  obligation  to  protect  aad  def« 
each  State  of  the  Union  against  "domestic  violence  and  fordgn  invasion," 
but  the  Executive  was  at  no  time  convinced  that  the  casus  /(rtUris  bad 
arisen  which  required  the  interposition  of  the  military  or  nav-al  power  in 
the  controversy  which  unhappily  existed  between  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island.  I  was  in  no  manner  prevented  from  so  interfering  by  the  inquiry 
whether  Rhode  Island  existed  as  an  independent  State  of  the  Ui 
under  a  charter  granted  at  an  early  period  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Bril 
or  not.  It  was  enough  for  the  Executive  to  know  that  she  was 
nized  as  a  sovereign  State  by  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  1783:  that 
a  later  day  she  had  in  common  with  her  sister  States  poured  out  her  blood 
and  freely  expended  her  treasure  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution ;  that  she 
was  a  party  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation;  that  at  an  after  period 
she  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  a  free,  independent. 
and  republican  State;  and  that  in  this  character  she  has  always  possessed 
her  full  quota  of  representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives; and  that  up  to  a  recent  day  she  has  conducted  all  her  domestic 
affairs  and  fulfilled  all  her  obligations  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  in 
peace  and  war,  under  her  charter govemnunt,  as  it  is  denominated  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  23d  March.  I  must  be  permitted  to  dis- 
claim entirely  and  unquahfiedly  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
to  make  any  real  or  supposed  defects  existing  in  an\'  State  constitution  or 
form  of  government  the  pretext  for  a  failure  to  enforce  the  laws  or  the 
guaranties  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  any 
such  Stale.  I  utterly  repudiate  the  idea,  in  terms  as  emphatic  as  I  can 
employ,  that  those  laws  are  not  to  be  enforced  or  those  guaranties  com- 
plied with  because  the  President  may  believe  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
or  any  other  great  pojftilar  right  is  either  too  restricted  or  too  broadly 
enlarged.  I  also  with  equal  strength  resist  the  idea  that  it  falls  within 
the  Executive  competency  to  decide  in  controversies  of  the  nature  of 
that  which  existed  in  Rhode  Island  on  which  side  is  the  majority  of 
people  or  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  a  mere  numerical  majoril 
Eor  the  Executive  to  assume  such  a  power  would  be  to  assun 
of  the  most  dangerous  character.  Under  such  assumptions  the  States 
this  Union  would  have  no  security  for  peace  or  tranquilUty,  but  mi] 
be  converted  into  the  mere  instruments  of  Executi\'e  will.  Actuated 
selfish  piuposes,  he  might  become  the  great  agitator,  fomenting 
upon  the  State  constitutions  and  declaring  the  majority  of  to-day  to 
the  minority  of  to-morrow,  and  the  minority,  in  its  turn,  the  majoril 
before  who.se  decrees  the  established  order  of  tilings  in  the  State  Jiouli 
be  subverted.  Rex-olution,  civil  commotion,  and  bloodshed  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequences.  The  pro%'isiou  in  the  Constitution  intended  for 
the  security  of  the  States  would  thus  be  turned  into  the  iastmrn 
their  destruction.  The  President  would  become,  in  fact,  tlie  great 
ttUioH  maker  for  the  States,  and  all  power  would  be  vested  in 
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When,  therefore,  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  by  his  letter  of  the  4th 
of  April,  1842,  made  a  requisition  upon  the  Executive  for  aid  to  put  down 
the  late  disturbances,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  recognizing  the  obligations 
of  the  Executive  to  fiunish  such  aid  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  contin- 
gency provided  for  by  the  Constitution  and  laws.  My  letter  of  the  nth 
of  April,  in  reply  to  the  governor's  letter  of  the  4th,  is  herewith  commu- 
nicated, together  with  all  correspondence  which  passed  at  a  subsequent 
day  and  the  letters  and  documents  mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto 
annexed.  From  the  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  Rhode  Island,  it  will  not  escape  observation  that  while 
I  regarded  it  as  my  duty  to  announce  the  principles  by  which  I  should 
govern  myself  in  the  contingency  of  an  armed  interposition  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  being  necessary  to  uphold  the  rights  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  to  preserve  its  domestic  peace,  yet  that  the  strong 
hope  was  indulged  and  expressed  that  all  the  difficulties  would  disap- 
pear before  an  enlightened  policy  of  conciliation  and  compromise.  In 
that  spirit  I  addressed  to  Governor  King  the  letter  of, the  9th  of  May, 
1842,  marked  ** private  and  confidential,**  and  received  his  reply  of  the 
1 2th  of  May  of  the  same  year.  The  desire  of  the  Executive  was  from  the 
beginning  to  bring  the  dispute  to  a  termination  without  the  interposition 
of  the  military  power  of  the  United  States,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  a 
subject  of  self -congratulation  that  this  leading  object  of  policy  was  finally 
accomplished.  The  Executive  resisted  all  entreaties,  however  urgen{, 
to  depart  from  this  Hne  of  conduct.  Information  from  private  sources 
had  led  the  Executive  to  conclude  that  little  else  was  designed  by  Mr. 
Dorr  and  his  adherents  than  mere  menace  with  a  view  to  intimidation; 
nor  was  tW  opinion  in  any  degree  shaken  until  the  2 2d  of  June,  1842, 
when  it  W  J  strongly  represented  from  reliable  sources,  as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  documents  herewith  communicated,  that  preparations 
were  making  by  Mr.  Dorr,  with  a  large  force  in  arms,  to  invade  the 
State,  which  force  had  been  recruited  in  the  neighboring  States  and  had 
been  already  preceded  by  the  collection  of  military  stores  in  considerable 
quantities  at  one  or  two  points.  This  was  a  state  of  things  to  which  the 
Executive  could  not  be  indiflFerent.  Mr.  Dorr  speedily  afterwards  took 
up  his  headquarters  at  Chepachet  and  assumed  the  command  of  what 
was  reported  to  be  a  large  force,  drawn  chiefly  from  voluntary  enlist- 
ments made  in  neighboring  States.  The  Executive  could  with  difficulty 
bring  itself  to  realize  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  other  States  should  have 
forgotten  their  duty  to  themselves  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  have  entered  into  the  highly  reprehensible  and  indefensible 
course  of  interfering  so  far  in  the  concerns  of  a  sister  State  as  to  have 
entered  into  plans  of  invasion,  conquest,  and  revolution;  but  the  Execu- 
tive felt  it  to  be  its  duty  to  look  minutely  into  the  matter,  and  therefore 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  dispatched  to  Rhode  Island  with  instructions 
(a  oopy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted),  and  was  authorized,  should 
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a  requisition  be  made  upoii  the  Executive  by  the  govonment  of 
Island  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  the  invaders  should  not  abaodoti 
purposes,  to  call  upon  the  go\'eraors  of  Massachusetts  { 
for  a  snfGcient  numljer  of  militia  at  once  to  arrest  the  inrasioa 
interpofie  such  of  the  regular  troops  as  could  be  spared  from  Fort  Adams 
for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Providence  in  the  event  of  its  bdug  attacked, 
as  was  strongly  represented  to  be  in  contemplation.  Happily  there  was 
no  necessity  for  either  issuing  the  proclamation  or  the  requisition  or  for 
removing  the  "troops  from  Fort  Adams,  where  they  had  been  properly 
stationed.  Chepachet  was  evacuated  and  Mr.  Dorr's  troops  dispersed 
without  the  necessity  of  the  interpostion  of  any  military  force  by  this 
Government,  thus  confirming  me  in  my  early  impressions  that  nutfatng 
more  had  been  designed  from  the  first  by  those  associated  with  Mr.  Dorr 
than  to  excite  fear  and  apprehension  and  there!:*-  to  obtain  concessions 
from  the  constituted  authorities  which  might  be  claimed  as  a  triiunph 
over  the  existing  go\-ernment. 

With  the  dispersion  of  Mr.  Dorr's  troops  ended  all  difficulties.  A  oon- 
veiition  was  shortly  afterwards  called,  by  due  Cfmrse  of  law,  lo  amend  the 
fundamental  law,  and  a  new  constitution,  based  on  more  liberal  principles 
than  that  abrogated,  was  proposed,  and  adopted  by  the  people.  Thus 
the  great  American  experiment  of  a  change  in  go\'cmment  under  the 
influence  of  opinion  and  not  of  force  has  been  again  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  the  State  and  people  of  Rhode  Island  repose  in  safety  under 
institutions  of  their  own  adoption,  unterti&ed  by  any  future  prospect  of 
necessary  change  and  secure  against  domestic  violence  and  in^-asion  from 
abroad.  I  congratulate  the  coiu]tr>-  upon  so  happy  a  termination  of  a 
condition  of  things  which  seemed  at  one  time  seriously  to  threaten  the 
public  peace.  It  may  justly  be  regarded  as  worthy  of  the  age  and 
tlK  comnry  in  »hidi  we  live.  jq^^  -nxEICJ 

•n,.  r.Esn>E.sT  o,  TH,  0»mu.  srAT.s.  P«ovmE»c..  Arril  ,.  ,J„. 

StR:  The  Slate  of  Khode  Island  is  threatened  with  domestic  violence.  Appre- 
hending that  the  lei^ttlatuie  can  not  be  convened  in  iuffident  seoAMi  In  apply  to  (he 
Uovemmcnt  <if  the  United  Slate*  fof  effectual  protection  in  this  case.  I  htTct^  >I>ply 
\o  you.  us  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Khode  Island,  for  the  protection  wltidi  i> 
required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States.  To  communicate  mare  fully  with 
you  on  this  subject.  I  have  appointed  John  WTiippIe,  John  Brown  Pnncia,  and 
Eli-iha  R.  Potter,  esqs. ,  three  of  our  most  ilisiinfiiiiibed  citizens,  to  proceed  to  WmIi- 
ington  and  to  make  known  lo  yon  in  behalf  of  this  State  the  circuinsUtma  wUd 
call  [or  the  interposition  of  tlie  Govemmcnt  of  tlie  United  Stat«  for 
1  am,  sir,  very  rapectfully,  your  obedient  aervuit. 

SAM.  W.  KIXG, 
Governor  of  ffkodf 

The  President  of  the  VmtKD  Statim.  P«ovidkm3e,  April  4,  j 

RiD;  For  nearly  a  year  last  paat  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island  \mM  been  agitated  bf 
lerolntiouaTy  moironcBia,  and  i«  now  ttarMtraed  with  doaeatic  viofence. 
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¥lie  report*  of  a  joint  eonunittee  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  this  State, 
with  an  act*  and  resolutions*  accompanjring  the  same,  herewith  commnnicated, 
ticre  passed  nnanimonsly  by  the  senate,  and  by  a  vote  of  60  to  6  in  the  house  of 
icpfeseniathrca.    The  legislattne  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next. 

It  has  become  my  duty  by  one  of  these  resolutions  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in 
my  opinion  may  be  necessary  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  to  execute  the  laws  and 
preserve  the  State  from  domestic  violence. 

The  provisions  of  the  said  act  **  in  relation  to  offenses  against  the  sovereign  power 
of  this  State**  have  created  much  excitement  among  that  portion  of  the  people  who 
have  unequivocally  declared  their  intention  to  set  up  another  government  in  this 
State  and  to  put  down  the  existing  government,  and  Uiey  threaten,  individually  and 
collectively,  to  resist  the  execution  of  this  act.  The  numbers  of  this  party  are  suf- 
ficiently formidable  to  threaten  seriously  our  peace,  and  in  some  portions  of  the  State, 
and  in  this  city  particularly,  may  constitute  a  majority  of  the  ph3rsical  force,  though 
they  are  a  minority  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Under  the  dangers  which  now  threaten  us,  I  have  appointed  John  Whipple,  John 
Brown  Francis,  and  Elisha  R.  Potter,  esqs. ,  three  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens, 
to  proceed  to  Washington  and  consult  with  you  in  behalf  of  this  State,  with  a  view 
that  such  precautionary  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  may  afford  us  that  protection  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
requires.  There  is  but  little  doubt  that  a  proclamation  from  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States  and  the  presence  here  of  a  military  officer  to  act  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  would  destroy  the  delusion  which  is  now  so  prevalent,  and  con- 
vince the  deluded  that  in  a  contest  with  the  government  of  this  State  they  would  be 
involved  in  a  contest  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  could  only 
eventuate  in  their  destruction. 

As  no  State  can  keep  troops  in  time  of  peace  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
there  is  the  more  necessity  that  we  should  be  protected  by  those  who  have  the 
means  of  protection.  We  shall  do  all  we  can  for  ourselves.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  the  power  to  prevent  as  well  as  to  defend  us  from  violence. 
The  protection  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  will  not  be  effec- 
tual unless  such  precautionary  measures  may  be  taken  as  are  necessary  to  prevent 
lawless  men  from  breaking  out  into  violence,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  State  from 
further  violence  after  it  has  broken  out.  Preventive  measures  are  the  most  prudent 
and  safe,  and  also  the  most  merciful. 

The  protective  power  would  be  lamentably  deficient  if  "the  beginning  of  strife,'* 
which  **is  like  the  letting  out  of  waters/'  can  not  be  prevented,  and  no  protection 
can  be  afforded  the  State  until  to  many  it  would  be  too  late. 

The  above-named  gentlemen  are  fully  autliorized  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  in  this  emergency,  and  carry  with  them  such  documents  and  proof  as 
win,  no  doubt,  satisfy  you  that  the  interposition  of  the  authority  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  will  be  salutary  and  effectual. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  W.  KING, 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 


Aprii,  9,  1842. 

My  Dbar  Sir:  t  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  see  the  committee  from  Rhode  Island 
as  soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  as  may  suit  your  convenience? 

I  regret  to  leam  from  Mr.  Francis  that  the  leaning  of  your  mind  was  decidedly 
against  any  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  upon  the  ground  that  free  suf- 
frage Tox^  prevail.  Undoubtedly  it  will.  That  is  not  the  question.  The  freehold- 
ers of  Rhode  Island  have  yielded  that  point,  and  the  only  question  is  between  their 
umstltalion,  providing  for  an  extension  of  suffrage,  and  ours,  containing  substantially 

•Omitted. 

t  Addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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the  same  provision— whether  their  constitution  shall  be  carried  out  ^yy/ortf  o/m 
nHlhoi'l  a  majority,  or  the  present  government  be  supported  unlil  a  constitntion 
be  agreed  upon  that  will  command  a  majority.     Neither  their  constitotion 
has  as  yet  received  a  majority  of  the  free  white  males  over  3i  yearn  of  age. 
is  no  doubt  upon  IhaC  subject,  and  1  very  much  tegret  that  your  tniod  should  hav« 
been  influenced  (if  it  has)  by  the  paper  called  the  Express.     Nearly  alt  tbe  leaden 
who  are  professional  men  bave  abandoned  them,  on  the  ground  that  a  majorit} 
not  in  favor  of  their  constitution.     I  know  this  to  be  true.     I  do  hope  that  yaa  tnU 
reconsider  this  vital  question  and  give  us  a  full  hearing  before  you  decide. 
With  great  respect,  very  truly  and  sincerely,  youiB, 

JOHN  WHIPPLK 

His  Excellency  John  Tvlrr, 

President  of  the  United  ^ates: 

The  undersigned,  having  been  deputed  by  Samuel  W.  King,  the  governor  of 
State  ot  Rhode  Island,  to  lay  before  you  the  present  alarming  condition 
the  people  of  that  State  are  placed,  and  to  request  from  you  the  adoption  of  such 
prudential  measures  as  in  your  opinion  may  tend  to  prevent  domestic  riolence.  be^ 
leave  most  respectfully  to  state  the  following  among  the  leading  facts.,lo  which  yom 
attention  is  more  particularly  invited: 

That  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  have  no  fundamental  law  except  the  charter  of 
King  Charles  II,  granted  in  1663,  and  the  usage  of  the  legislature  under  it.  Ijega- 
lative  usage  under  their  charlets  has  been  decided  by  the  Supnnne  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  be  the  fundamental  law  both  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

That  from  the  date  of  the  Rhode  Island  charter  down  to  the  year  1S41.  a  period 
of  nearly  two  hundred  years,  no  person  has  been  allowed  to  vote  for  town  or  State 
offices  unless  possessed  of  competent  estates  and  admitted  free  in  the  aei-eral  towns 
ill  which  they  resided. 

That  since  the  statute  of  1728  no  person  could  be  admitted  a  freeman  of  any  town 
unless  he  owned  a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  6xed  by  law  (now  {134)  or  was  the 
eldest  son  of  such  a  freeholder. 

That  until  the  past  year  no  attempt  has  been  made,  to  our  knowledge,  to  estaUt^ 
any  other  fundamental  law,  by  force,  than  the  one  under  which  the  people  have 
lived  for  so  long  a  period. 

That  at  the  January  session  of  the  l^islature  in  1841  a  petition  signed  by 
or  six  hundred  male  inhabitants,  praying  for  such  an  extension  of  suffrage  as 
legislatnre  might  in  their  wisdom  deem  expedient  to  propose,  was  presented. 

That,  influcnceil  by  that  petition,  as  well  as  by  other  considerations,  the  Ic^iatat 
at  that  session  requested  the  qualified  voters,  or  freemen,  as  they  are  called  with  ri 
to  choose  delegates  at  their  regular  town  meetings  to  be  holden  in  August,  1841, 
a  convention  to  be  hoIdcn  iu  November,  1841.  to  frame  awritten  constitution. 

That  the  result  of  the  lost  meeting  of  this  legal  convention  in  February,  l&ii, 

the  constitution  •  accompanying  this  statement,  marked ,  which,  in  uue  < 

adoption  by  the  people,  would  have  been  the  supreme  law  of  tile  State. 

Most  of  the  above  facts  are  contained  in  the  printeil  report  of 
mittee  of  the  legislature  at  their  session  in  March,  1843,  which  report  w«! 
by  the  legislature. 

That  in  Maj-,  1S41,  after  said  legal  convention  had  been  proinded  forl^ 
lalure,  and  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  choice  of  delegates  by  the 
voters  I  August,  1841  \,  a  mass  meeting  was  held  by  the  friends  of 
:mffrage  at  Newport,  at  which  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed,  called  Ibe 
who  were  anthoriied  by  said  made  meeting  to  lAke  1 
■  constitution. 


•  convention  to  frame  ■ 
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That  this  committee,  thus  authorized,  issued  a  request  for  a  meeting  of  tlie  male 
citizens  in  the  several  towns  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  proposed  convention. 

That  meetings  (of  unqualified  voters  principally,  as  we  believe)  were  accordingly 
holden  in  the  several  towns,  unauthorized  by  law,  and  contrary  to  the  invariable 
custom  and  usage  of  the  State  from  1663  down  to  that  period;  that  the  aggregate 
votes  appointing  tfie  delegates  to  that  convention  were,  according  to  their  own  esti- 
mate, about  7,200,  whereas  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  over  21  years  of  age, 
after  making  a  deduction  for  foreigners,  paupers,  etc.,  was,  according  to  their  own 
estimate,  over  22,000. 

That  this  convention,  thus  constituted,  convened  in  Providence  in  October,  1841, 
and  the  constitution  called  the  **  people's  constitution"  was  the  result  of  their  delib- 
erations. 

That  at  subsequent  meetings  of  portions  of  the  people  in  December,  1841,  by  the 
authority  of  this  convention  alone  (elected,  as  its  delegates  had  been,  by  about  one- 
third  of  the  voters,  according  to  their  own  standard  of  qualification),  all  males  over 
21  years  of  age  were  admitted  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  people's  constitution; 
that  these  meetings  were  not  under  any  presiding  officer  whose  legal  right  or  duty 
it  was  to  interpose  any  check  or  restraint  as  to  age,  residence,  property,  or  color. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  this  constitution  it  was  provided  that  "this  constitu- 
tion shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  adoption  or  rejection  on  Monday, 
the  27th  of  December  next,  and  on  the  two  succeeding  days;"  **and  every  person 
entitled  to  vote  as  aforesaid  who  from  sickness  or  other  causes  may  be  unable  to 
attend  and  vote  in  the  town  or  ward  meetings  assembled  for  voting  upon  said  con- 
stitution on  the  days  aforesaid  is  requested  to  write  his  name  on  a  ticket,  and  to 
obtain  the  signature  upon  the  back  of  the  same  of  a  person  who  has  given  in  his 
vote,  as  a  witness  thereto,  and  the  moderator  or  clerk  of  any  town  or  ward  meeting 
convened  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  receive  such  vote  on  either  of  the  three 
days  next  succeeding  the  three  days  before  named  for  voting  for  said  constitution." 

Dm-ing  the  first  three  days  about  9,000  votes  were  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
voters  in  the  open  meetings.  By  the  privilege  granted  to  any  and  all  friends  of 
the  constitution  of  bringing  into  their  meetings  the  names  of  voters  dm-ing  the  three 
following  da3rs  5,000  votes  more  were  obtained,  making  an  aggregate  of  about  14,000 
votes. 

This  constitution,  thus  originating  and  thus  formed,  was  subsequently  declared  by 
this  convention  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  By  its  provisions  a  government 
is  to  be  organized  under  it,  by  the  choice  of  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  senators 
and  representatives,  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1842. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  "landholder's  constitution,"  as  the  legal  constitution  is 
called,  every  white  native  citizen  possessing  the  freehold  qualification,  and  over  21 
years  of  age,  may  vote  upon  a  residence  of  one  year,  and  without  any  freehold  may 
vote  upon  a  residence  of  two  years,  except  in  the  case  of  votes  for  town  taxes,  in  which 
case  the  voter  must  possess  the  freehold  qualification  or  be  taxed  for  other  property 
of  the  value  of  I150. 

By  the  "people's  constitution"  "every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
the  age  of  21  years  whahas  resided  in  this  State  for  one  year  and  in  the  town  where 
he  votes  for  six  months"  shall  be  permitted  to  vote,  with  the  same  exception  as  to 
voting  for  town  taxes  as  is  contained  in  the  other  constitution. 

The  provision,  therefore,  in  relation  to  the  great  subject  in  dispute — the  elective 
franchise — is  substantially  the  same  in  the  two  constitutions. 

On  the  2ist,  22d,  and  23d  March  last  the  legal  constitution,  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, was  submitted  to  all  the  persons  who  by  its  provisions  would  be  entitled  to 
vote  under  it  after  its  adoption,  for  their  ratification.  It  was  rejected  by  a  majoritj 
of  676  votes,  the  number  of  votes  polled  being  over  16,000.  It  is  believed  that  many 
freeholdeis  voted  against  it  because  they  were  attached  to  the  old  form  of  govern- 
ment and  were  against  any  new  constitution  whatever.  Both  parties  used  uncommon 
M  F— vol,  IV— iQ 
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exertions  to  bring  a1!  their  voters  to  the  polls,  and  the  result  of  the  i*otr  vru, 
the  scrutiay  of  opposing  interests  in  legal  town  meetings,  that  tlie  friends 
people's  constitution  brought  to  the  polls  probably  not  over  7,M»  lu  7,500 
The  whole  vote  against  the  legal  constitution  was  about  X.ticiu.     If  wc  aUow  1, 
the  number  of  freeholdcTi  who  voted  against  the  Itgal  cnnaiituUoii  tftotuw  tl»^^ 
itre  opposed  to  any  constitution,  it  would  leave  the  number  uf  ibc  friends  of  iBr 
peopte's  constitution   7,600,  or  about  one-third  of  the  voters  uf  the  State  umJer 
the  new  qualification  proposed  by  either  constitution. 

It  seems  incredible  that  there  can  be  14,000  friends  of  the  people's  constjtutioii, 
the  State,  animated  as  the;  tre  by  a  most  extraordinary  and  enthusiastic  fi 
and  yet  upon  this  trial,  in  the  usual  open  and  fair  way  of  voting,  they  shoolil 
obtained  not  over  7,600  votes. 

The  unanimity  of  the  subsequent  action  of  Ibc  legislature,  comprehending  as  it 
did  bolli  the  great  political  parties — the  house  of  representatives  giving  a  vote  of  60 
in  favor  of  maintaining  the  existing  government  of  the  State  and  only  6  on  the  other 
side,  with  a  unt  nitnous  vote  in  the  senate— -the  unanimous  and  decided  opinion  of  the 
supreme  court  declaring  this  eictraordinaiy  movement  to  be  illegal  in  all  its  stage* 
(sec  - — *).a  majority  of  that  court  being  of  the  Democratic  party,  with  other  (acts 
of  a  siinibr  character,  have  freed  this  question  of  a  men;  party  character  and  cual 
us  to  present  it  as  a  great  constitutional  question. 

Without  presuming  to  discuss  the  elementary  and  fundamental  principles 
emment,  we  deem  it  our  duly  to  remind  you  of  the  fact  that  the  existing  gov 
of  Rhode  Island  is  the  government  that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  Ul 
States,  became  a  member  of  this  Confederacy,  and  has  ever  since  Iteen  repi 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives.  It  is  at  this  moment  the  1 
government  of  Rhode  Island,  both  de  facto  and  dejure,  and  b  the  only  gvi 
ill  that  State  entitled  tu  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  that  government  wliich  now  calls  upon  the  General  Governmeiit  for 
ference;  and  even  if  the  1(^1  effect  of  there  being  an  ascertained  majority  of  itni 
fied  voteni  against  the  existing  government  was  as  is  contended  for  by  the 
party,  yet,  upon  their  own  principle,  ought  not  that  majority  in  point  of  fact  to  be 
clearly  ascertained,  not  by  assertion,  hut  by  proof,  in  order  to  justify  the  Gmeial  Oov- 
ernment  in  withdrawing  its  legal  and  moral  influence  to  prevent  domestic  violeoca? 

That  a  domestic  war  of  the  most  furious  character  will  speedily  ensue  unless  pre- 
vented by  a  prompt  expression  of  opinion  here  can  not  be  doubted.     In  relation 
this,  we  refer  to  the  numerous  resolutions  passed  ac  meetings  of  tlie  friends  of  Ibe 
people's  constitution,  and  more  especially  to  the  Cumberland  resolutions' 

presented,  and  the  affidavits,*  marked -,  and  lo  repeated  expressions 

reliance  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  aubmitted  by—  JOHN  WHIPPL 

JOHN  BROWN  PRAJJCI 
KLISHA  R.  POnpTER. 


Wasrinoton,  A^l  It,  rlt4J. 
Hfa  BxedlMiey  the  Govrbwor  op  Bhodr  Island, 

Sir:  Yotir  letter  dated  the  4th  instant  wa.s  Itandcd  me  on  Friday  by  Ur.  Whi] 
who,  in  company  with  Mr.  Prands  and  Mr.  INwter,  called  upon  me  on  Satan' 
placed  me,  bntli  verbally  and  in  writing,  in  possession  of  the  prominent  fad 
have  led  to  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  Ibings  in  Rhtidc  Island—* 
things  which  ever;  lover  of  peace  and  good  order  must  deplore.  I  shall  not 
ture  the  expresdou  of  ai>  tipluJOD  upon  thoM  quesUoiu  of  domcMk  policy  wl 
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to  have  g^ven  rise  to  the  unfortunate  controversies  between  a  portion  of  the 
citizens  and  the  existing  government  of  the  State.  They  are  questions  of  municipal 
regulation,  the  adjustment  of  which  belongs  exclusively  to  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island,  cmd  with  which  this  Government  can  have  nothing  to  do.  For  the  regulation 
of  my  conduct  in  any  interposition  which  I  may  be  called  upon  to  make  between  the 
government  of  a  State  and  any  portion  of  its  citizens  who  may  assail  it  with  domestic 
violence,  or  may  be  in  actual  insurrection  against  it,  I  can  only  look  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  plainly  declare  the  obligations  of  the 
executive  department  and  leave  it  no  alternative  as  to  the  coturse  it  shall  piusue. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
it  is  provided  that  **the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion, 
and,  on  application  of  the  legislature  or  executive  ( when  the  legislature  can  not  be 
convened),  against  domestic  violence ^  And  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on 
the  28th  February,  1795,  it  is  declared  "that  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State 
against  the  government  thereof  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  application  of  the  legislatiu*e  of  such  State  or  by  the  executive  (when 
the  legislature  can  not  be  convened),  to  call  forth  such  nimibers  of  the  militia  of  any 
other  State  or  States  as  may  be  applied  for,  as  he  may  judge  sufficient  to  suppress 
such  insmrection.  **  By  the  third  section  of  the  same  act  it  is  provided  •*  that  when- 
ever it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  use  the  military  force 
hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 
command  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes 
within  a  reasonable  time.*'  By  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  it  is  provided  **  that  in  all 
cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws,  either  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
individual  State  or  Territory  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  such  insurrection  or  of  caus- 
ing the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  employ  for  the  same 
purposes  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  judged 
necessary,  having  first  observed  all  the  prerequisites  of  tlie  law  in  that  respect." 

This  is  the  first  occasion,  so  far  as  the  government  of  a  State  and  its  people  are 
concerned,  on  which  it  has  become  necessary  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  exercis- 
ing those  high  and  most  important  of  constitutional  and  legal  functions. 

By  a  careful  consideration  of  the  above-recited  acts  of  Congress  your  excellency  will 
not  fail  to  see  that  no  power  is  vested  in  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  antici- 
pate insurrectionary  movements  against  the  government  of  Rhode  Island  so  as  to 
sanction  the  interposition  of  the  military  authority,  but  that  there  must  be  an  actual 
insurrection,  manifested  by  lawless  assemblages  of  the  people  or  otherwise,  to  whom 
a  pnxrlamation  may  be  addressed  and  who  may  be  required  to  betake  themselves  to 
their  respective  abodes.  I  have,  however,  to  assure  your  excellency  that  should  the 
time  arrive — and  my  fervent  prayer  is  that  it  may  never  come — when  an  insurrection 
shall  exist  against  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  requisition  shall  be  made 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  that  protection  which  is  guaran- 
teed to  each  State  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  I  shall  not  be  found  to  shrink  from 
the  performance  of  a  duty  which,  while  it  would  be  the  most  painful,  is  at  the  same 
time  the  most  imperative.  I  have  also  to  say  that  in  such  a  contingency  the  Execu- 
tive could  not  look  into  real  or  supposed  defects  of  the  existing  government  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  some  other  plan  of  government  proposed  for  adoption  was  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  wants  and  more  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  any  portion  of  her 
citizens.  To  throw  the  Executive  power  of  this  Government  into  any  such  contro- 
versy would  be  to  make  the  President  the  armed  arbitrator  between  the  people  of  the 
different  States  and  their  constituted  authorities,  and  might  lead  to  a  usurped  power 
dangerous  alike  to  the  stability  of  the  State  governments  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     It  will  be  my  duty,  on  the  contrary,  to  respect  the  requisitions  of  that 
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gnxeminent  whii;h  liar,  hjen  teeogniieri  os  the  existing  goi-emmi 
tlirough  all  time  past  until  I  shall  be  advised  in  regular  manner  that  it  luia  been 
altered  and  abolished  and  another  substituted  in  its  place  by  Icsnl  and  peaceable 
proceedings  adopted  and  pursued  by  the  authorities  and  people  of  the  State.  Nor 
can  I  readily  bring  myself  to  believe  that  any  such  contingency  will  arise  oa  shall 
render  the  interi'erence  ot  this  Govcminent  at  all  necessary.  The  people  of  IhcSlilc 
of  Rhode  Island  have  been  too  long  distinguished  fortlieir  loicofonler  and  of  regu- 
lar government  to  rush  into  revolution  in  order  to  obtain  a  redress  of  grievances,  real 
or  supposed,  which  a  government  under  wliich  their  fathers  lived  in  peace  would 
not  in  due  season  redress.  No  portion  of  her  people  will  be  willing  to  drench  her  fair 
fields  with  the  blood  of  their  own  brethren  in  order  to  obtain  h  redress  of  grievance* 
which  their  constituted  authorities  can  not  for  iiny  length  of  time  resist  if  properly 
appealed  to  by  the  popular  voice.  None  of  them  will  be  willing  to  set  no  example, 
in  the  lK)soni  of  thij  Union,  of  such  frightful  disorder,  such  needless  convulsions  of 
society,  such  danger  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  likely  to  bring  so  much  dis- 
credit on  tlie  character  of  popular  governments.  My  reliance  on  the  virtue,  intel- 
ligence, and  patriotism  of  her  citizens  is  great  and  abiding,  and  I  will  not  doubt  bnl 
that  a  spirit  of  conciliation  will  prevail  over  ra^  councils,  that  all  actual  grievances 
will  be  promptly  redressed  by  the  exi-sting  government,  and  that  another  bright 
example  will  be  added  to  the  many  already  prevailing  among  the  North  American 
Republics  of  change  without  revolution  and  a  redress  of  grievances  without  focce  o* 
violence. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  luy  high  respect  and  consideratioo. 

JOHN  TYl 


His  Excellency  JOHv  Tvler.  Newport.  R.  I.,  May  4,  /^. 

President  o/Ihe  United  Stales. 
StR :  I  transmit  herewith  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  this 
State  at  their  session  holdcn  at  Newport  on  the  6rst  Wednesday  of  May  instant. 

You  are  already  acquainted  with  some  of  the  circimistaaces  which  have  rendered 
necessary  the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  Any  fitrthcr  information  that  may  he 
desired  will  be  communicated  by  the  bearers,  the  Hon.  Richard  K.  Randolph,  speaker 
of  the  bouse  of  representati\-es,  and  Elisha  R.  Potter,  esq, ,  a  member  of  the  senate  of 
this  State. 

I  can  not  allow  myself  to  doubt  but  that  the  assistance  to  which  this  Stale  is 
entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  itself  agniost  domes- 
tic violence,  will  be  promptly  rendered  by  the  General  Government  of  the  Union- 
Wilh  great  respect,  I  am,  Your  Excellency's  humble  servant 

SAM.  W.  KING. 
Governor  0/  Rhode  JtJt 


/S4t.  II 


State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  ?la»t*Tiok9, 
In  General  Assembly,  .yfaySrssi»a, 

Whereas  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  *^tnertiiig 
laws  and  existing  government  thereof,  have  framed  a  pretended  constit'-ition. 
the  same  unlawful  purposes  hare  met  in  lawless  assemblages  and  elected  of 
for  the  future  govcmmenl  of  this  State;  and 

Whereas  the  persons  so  elected  in  violation  of  law,  but  in  confonnfly  f*  'h*  mM 
pretended  constitution,  have,  on  the  3d  day  of  May  instant,  organized  Ihcouelves 
into  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  government,  and  under  oath  aMUaad 
the  duties  and  exercise  of  said  powers;  and 

Whereas  In  order  to  prevent  the  dne  cxecntion  of  tht  laws  a  itimig  miUtary  ("ccc. 


John  Tyler  293 

was  called  out  and  did  array  themselves  to  protect  the  said  unlawful  organization  of 
govemment  and  to  set  at  defiance  the  due  enforcement  of  law:  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly ^  That  there  now  exists  in  this  State  an  insur- 
rection against  the  laws  and  constituted  authorities  thereof,  and  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  a  requisition  be,  and  hereby  is, 
made  by  this  legislating  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  forthwith  to  inter- 
pose the  authority  and  power  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  such  insurrectionary 
and  lawless  assemblages,  to  support  the  existing  govemment  and  laws,  and  protect 
the  State  from  domestic  violence. 

Resolved^  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  immediately  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

True  copy. 

Witness:  •  HENRY  BOWEN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Washington,  May  7, 1^42. 
The  Governor  op  thb  State  op  Rhode  Isi^and. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  transmitting  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  informing  me  that  there  existed  in  that  State  "certain  lawless  assem- 
blages of  a  portion  of  the  people  **  *  *  for  the  purpose  of  subverting  the  laws  and  over- 
throvring  the  existing  govemment,"  and  calling  upon  the  Executive  "forthwith  to 
interpose  the  authority  and  power  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  such  insurrec- 
tionary and  lawless  assemblages  and  to  support  the  existing  government  and  laws 
and  protect  the  State  from  domestic  violence,*'  was  handed  me  on  yesterday  by 
Messrs.  Randolph  and  Potter. 

I  have  to  inform  your  excellency  in  reply  that  my  opinions  as  to  the  duties  of  this 
Govemment  to  protect  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  against  domestic  violence  remain 
unchang^.  Yet,  from  information  received  by  the  Executive  since  yoiw  dispatches 
came  to  hand  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  lawless  assemblages  to  which  reference  is 
made  have  already  dispersed  and  that  the  danger  of  domestic  violence  is  hourly  dimin- 
ishing, if  it  has  not  wholly  disappeared.  I  have  with  diflficulty  brought  myself  at 
any  time  to  believe  that  violence  would  be  resorted  to  or  an  exigency  arise  which  the 
unaided  power  of  the  State  could  not  meet,  especially  as  I  have  from  the  first  felt 
persuaded  that  your  excellency  and  others  associated  with  yourself  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  govemment  would  exhibit  a  temper  of  conciliation  as  well  as  of  energy 
and  decision.  To  the  insurgents  themselves  it  ought  to  be  obvious,  when  the  excite- 
ment of  the  moment  shall  have  passed  away,  that  changes  achieved  by  regular^nd, 
if  necessary,  repeated  appeals  to  the  constituted  authorities,  in  a  country  so  much 
under  the  influence  of  public  opinion,  and  by  recourse  to  argument  and  remon- 
strance, are  more  likely  to  insure  lasting  blessings  than  those  accomplished  by  vio- 
lence and  bloodshed  on  one  day,  and  liable  to  overthrow  by  similar  agents  on  another. 

I  freely  confess  that  I  should  experience  great  reluctance  in  employing  the  military 
power  of  this  Govemment  against  any  portion  of  the  people;  but  however  painful 
the  duty,  I  have  to  assure  your  excellency  that  if  resistance  be  ihade  to  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island  by  such  force  as  the  civil  power  shall  be  unable  to  over- 
come, it  will  be  the  duty  of  this  Govemment  to  enforce  the  constitutional  guaranty - 
a  guaranty  given  and  adopted  mutually  by  all  the  original  States,  of  which  number 
Rhode  Island  was  one,  and  which  in  the  same  way  has  been  given  and  adopted  by 
each  of  the  States  since  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  if  an  exigency  of  lawless 
violence  shall  actually  arise  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
application  of  your  excellency  under  the  authority  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture already  transmitted,  will  stand  ready  to  succor  the  authorities  of  the  State  in 
their  efforts  to  tnalntJtin  a  due  respect  for  the  laws.     I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that 


294 


Affssagcs  and  Papers  offhe  Presidciti 


DO  SDch  exigency  may  occur,  aud  that  every  citizen  of  Rhode  IsUtid  wilt  uunifc 
his  love  of  peace  and  good  nnler  by  snbmilting  to  the  laws  and  seeking  a  tcdmB  of 
grievances  by  other  meatu  than  intestine  comtnotiotis. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  distinguished  coiuideration, 

jOHS  TV 
JOBH  TVUKR. 

President  of  Ihf  United  States. 
Sir;  As  requestcil  liy  the  general  asaetnbly.  1  have  the  bailor  of  ti3nstnil 
you,  under  the  seal  of  the  Slate,  the  accompanying  resolutions. 
And  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  DORB. 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Tiland  and  Providence  iHanMiont. 


Itting  ^^^1 
B.         ^^\ 


State  of  Rhode  Isiano  and  Providence  Pi^nTATiofes, 
General  Assembly,  May  Session,  in  the  City  of  Proindence.  A.  O.  iSfX 
Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  inform  the  Presiiieol  of  tlio  Uni 
States  that  the  government  of  tliis  State  has  been  duly  elected  and  organtzeil  n 
the  constitution  of  the  same,  and  that  tlie  general  aasembly  arc  now  in 
proceeding  to  discharge  tlieir  duties  according  to  the  provisions  of  saifl  constitn 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  governor  be  requested  to  mnke  tlie  itame  communieAtion  U 
.  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  % 
laid  before  the  two  Houacs  of  the  Congress  of  tJic  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  reriuested  to  make  the  same  communication  lofl 
governors  of  the  several  States,  to  be  laid  before  the  respective  legislatures. 


tt.  S.] 


WM-  H-  SMITH. 

Setrrta?yp/Satl\ 


Governor  Kmc.  of  Rhode  Ishtid.  ^'"^  '^  " 

Sir:  Messrs,  Randolph  and  Potter  will  hand  yon  an  official  letter,  but  1 
important  tliat  you  should  be  informed  of  my  views  and. opinions  as  to  the  bcM  n 
of  settling  all  difficulties.     I  deprecate  the  use  of  force  except  in  the  Inst  n 
1  am  pcrsuaiied  tliat  measures  of  conciliation  will  at  once  operate  to  product  quieUg 
am  well  advised,  it  the  general  a.'ssembly  would  autliori/e  you  to  ann 
amnesty  and  pardon  for  the  past,  without  making  any  exception,  upon  the  condtlS 
of  a  return  to  allegiance,  and  follow  it  up  by  a  call  for  a  new  convent" 
what  liberal  principles,  that  all  difficulty  would  at  once  cease.     And  why  should  A 
this  be  dune?    A  government  never  loses  anything  by  mildness  and  forbearAUcnfl 
its  own  citizens,  more  especially  when  the  consequences  of  an  opposite  i 
be  the  shedding  of  blood.     In  your  case  the  one-half  of  your  people  aro  involvH  \ 
the  consequences  of-rccent  proceedings.     Uliy  urge  matters  to  on  cxtmnity? 
yon  succeed  by  the  bayonet,  you  succeed  against  yottr  own  iellow-dtiiens  Mvl'l 
the  shedding  of  kinilrcl  blood,  whereas  by  taking  the  (^ponte  course  you  mil  fa 
shown  a  pfltcrnal  care  for  the  lives  of  your  people.     My  own  opinion  la  ihst  % 
ad'iplion  of  the  above  nieasures  will  give  you  pence  and  insure  you  bomiunj'.  J 
resort  to  force,  on  llic  contrary,  will  engender  for  years  to  come  feellnip  of  W  " 

I  have  said  that  I  sfieak  advisedly.     Try  the  experiment,  and  if  it  fait  tl 
jnstificBtlou  in  using  force  becomes  complete. 
Excuse  the  freedom  I  lake,  and  b«  lusured  of  my  mpoct. 

JOim  T\XB] 
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Providence,  R.  I.,  May  12, 1842. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  United  States. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  9th  instant 
by  Mr.  Randolph,  and  assure  you  it  has  given  me  much  satisfaction  to  know  that 
your  views  and  opinions  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  government 
of  this  State  in  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  our  political  affairs  is  so  much  in 
conformity  with  my  own. 

Our  legislating  will  undoubtedly  at  their  session  in  June  next  adopt  such  measures 
as  will  be  necessary  to  organize  a  convention  for  the  formation  of  a  new  constitution 
of  government,  by  which  all  the  evils  now  complained  of  may  be  removed. 

It  has  already  been  announced  as  the  opinion  of  the  executive  that  such  of  our 
citizens  as  are  or  have  been  engaged  in  treasonable  and  revolutionary  designs  against 
the  State  will  be  pardoned  for  the  past  on  the  condition  only  that  they  withdraw 
themselves  from  such  enterprise  and  signify  their  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
government. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

SAM.  W.  KING. 

His  Excellency  John  Tyi^r,  Kingston,  R.  I.,  May  15. 1842. 

President  0/ the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  at  Newport  on  Wednesday  morning  in  time  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  our  legislature. 

The  subject  of  calling  a  convention  immediately,  and  upon  a  liberal  basis  as  to  the 
right  of  voting  for  the  delegates,  was  seriously  agitated  amongst  us.  The  only  objec- 
tion made  was  that  they  did  not  wish  to  concede  while  the  people's  party  continued 
their  threats.  All  allowed  that  the  concession  must  be  made,  and  the  only  differ- 
ence of  opinion  was  as  to  time. 

For  my  own  part,  I  fear  we  shall  never  see  the  time  when  concession  could  have 
been  made  with  better  grace  or  with  better  effect  than  now.  If  two  or  three  noisy 
folks  among  the  suffrage  party  could  only  have  their  mouths  stopped  for  a  week  or 
two,  a  reconciliation  could  be  brought  about  at  any  time,  or  if  Mr.  Dorr  would  allow 
himself  to  be  arrested  peaceably  and  give  bail  no  one  could  then  object.  But  the 
supporters  of  the  government  say  it  is  wrong  to  give  up  so  long  as  Mr.  Dorr  threatens 
actual  resistance  to  the  laws  in  case  he  is  arrested.  If  this  could  be  done,  they  would 
then  consider  that  they  had  sufficiently  shown  their  determination  to  support  the 
laws,  and  the  two  measures  which  you  prop>osed  to  us  in  conversation  at  Washing- 
ton— a  convention  and  then  a  general  amnesty — would  succeed  beyond  a  doubt. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  if  Mr.  Wickliffe,  or  someone  who  you  might  think  woul<l 
have  most  influence,  would  address  a  letter  to  Governor  Kenner  on  the  subject  of 
conciliation  it  might  be  of  great  service.  Governor  F.  is  the  father-in-law  of  General 
Mallett  and  a  member  of  our  senate. 

Our  assembly  adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  of  June,  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
governor  to  call  it  sooner,  which  can  be  done  in  a  day  at  any  time.  Unless,  however, 
there  is  a  little  more  prudence  in  the  leaders  on  both  sides,  we  shall  then  be  farther 
from  reconciliation  than  now.  The  great  mass  of  both  parties  I  believe  to  be  sin- 
cerely anxious  for  a  settlement. 

I  do  not  know  whether  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  up>on  a  subject  of  this 
nature  would  of  course  be  considered  as  public  and  liable  to  inspection.  Few  would 
write  freely  if  that  were  the  case.  If  private,  I  will  cheerfully  communicate  from 
time  to  time  any  information  that  may  be  in  my  power  and  which  might  be  of  any 
service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELISHA  R.  potter. 

Mr.  Dorr  returned  to  Providence  this  (Monday)  morning  with  an  armed  escort. 
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i.  May  irt,  /S^. 


Elisha  K.  J'ottkk,  Esq. 

Dhak  Sir:  Vou  have  my  thanks  tor  your  fa\-or  of  the  i6th  [isili] 
have  to  request  that  you  will  write  to  luc  without  reserve  whenever  anj^ing 
importance  shall  arise.  My  chief  motives  for  desiring  the  adoptioa  of  the 
suggested  to  you,  viz,  a  genera]  amnesty  and  a  call  of  a  convention, 
because  1  felt  convinced  that  peace  anil  harmony  would  follow  in  their 
secondly,  if  in  this  I  wa.s  disappointed  the  insurgents  would  have  had  no  longer: 
pretense  for  an  appeal  to  the  public  sympathies  in  their  behalf.  I  saw  nothing  to 
degrade  or  to  give  ri.<ie  to  injurious  reflections  against  the  government  t>r  Ihe  Slate 
for  resorting  to  e\-ery  proper  expedient  in  order  to  quiet  the  disaffection  of  "ny  ptw- 
tioti  of  her  own  people.  Family  quarrels  are  always  the  most  difficult  to  appcMc. 
but  everybody  will  admit  that  those  of  the  family  who  do  most  to  reconcile  lliem 
are  entitled  to  the  greatest  favor.  Mr,  Dorr's  recent  proceedings  have  been  oj 
extravagant  a  character  as  almost  to  extinguish  the  last  hope  of  a  peaceable  result, 
and  yet  I  can  not  but  believe  that  much  is  meant  for  effect  and  for  purposes 
intimidation  merely.  I  certainly  hope  that  sucb  maybe  the  case,  though  the 
proceedings  in  New  York  may  have  excited  new  feelings  and  new  desires, 
mustering  of  the  clans  may  place  Governor  Kii^  in  a  different  situation  from 
which  he  occupied  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  y^u.  Then  he  might 
yielded  with  grace;  whether  be  can  do  so  now  is  certainly  a  questit 
difficulty  and  one  on  which  I  can  not  venture  to  express  an  opinion  at  thb  di 
from  the  scene  of  action. 

I  shall  be  always  most  happy  to  bear  from  )'ou,  and  your  letters  wtll  never  be 
to  your  prejudice. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  respect,  JOHN  TVLBR 


1 


Provipence,  May  i6.  iS4i. 
I  yoi 


The  PKEStDBNT  OF  THE  UNITKO  STaTHS. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Governor  Kinf;,  I  inclose  i 
Daily  Express  of  this  morning,  containing  the  proclamat 
the  people  of  this  Slate- 
It  states  definitely  the  position  assumed  by  him  and  his  faction  sgsinst  llie  go«- 
cniment  oF  this  State  and  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency  tenders  to  you  the  highest  respect  and  consideration. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ^^^  ^  JENCKES. 

PriiMtf  Setrelmry. 


STATE   OF   RHODE   ISLAND   / 


I   PROMDENCE   PLANTATIONS, 


A  Proclamation. 


BV  THOMAS  W.  DOSS,  GOVXRNOR  A 


\V  CBtKF  O 


TBK  8AUB. 


FSLLow-CmZBNS:  Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  general  asscnnblr  a.ii1 
the  completion  of  indispensable  executive  business  I  was  induced  by  the  requeA 
ot  the  most  active  friends  of  our  cause  to  unilcrtaic  the  duty  ( ivhicli  boil  bwn  pre- 
viously suggested  i  of  representing  in  person  the  interests  of  the  people  uE  RJunIr 
Island  in  other  States  and  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Goiremtnent.  ny  virtue  tif  n 
resolution  of  the  general  a»embly,  I  appointed  Messrs.  Pi«rce  and  Antfaooy  comims- 
tioners  for  the  same  purpose. 

Ot  the  proponed  action  at  tbc  Executive  in  Uie  aflairv  uf  our  Slate  you  have  been 
already  aiipri<icd.  In  case  ot  the  faitnre  of  the  civi]  powe  (which  expression  wat 
Intended  liy  the  President,  us  I  have  been  infunned.  to  cmbnce  the  mitittfy  power ) 
tu  execute  any  of  the  lawn  of  the  cbartet^  mitmbly,  iochiding  their  law  of  paiot 
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and  penalties  and  of  treason,  as  it  has  been  for  the  first  time  defined,  the  President 
intimates  an  intention  of  resorting  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States  to  check  the 
movements  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  support  of  their  republican  constitution 
recently  adopted. 

From  a  decision  which  conflicts  with  the  right  of  sovereignty  inherent  in  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  and  with  the  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  a  democratic 
republic  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  people  of  our  country.  They  understand 
our  cause;  they  sympathize  in  the  injuries  which  have  been  inflicted  upon  us;  they 
disapprove  the  course  which  the  National  Executive  has  adopted  toward  this  State, 
and  they  assure  us  of  their  disposition  and  intention  to  interpose  a  barrier  between 
the  supporters  of  the  people's  constitution  and  the  hired  soldiery  of  the  United  States. 
The  democracy  of  the  country  are  slow  to  move  in  any  matter  which  involves  an 
issue  so  momentous  as  that  which  is  presented  by  the  controversy  in  Rhode  Island, 
but  when  they  have  once  put  themselves  in  motion  they  are  not  to  be  easily  diverted 
from  their  purposes.  They  believe  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  in  the  right; 
that  they  are  contending  for  equal  justice  in  their  political  system;  that  they  have 
properly  adopted  a  constitution  of  government  for  themselves,  as  they  were  entitled 
to  do,  and  they  can  not  and  will  not  remain  indifferent  to  any  act,  from  whatever 
motive  it  may  proceed,  which  they  deem  to  be  an  invasion  of  the  sacred  right  of  self- 
government,  of  which  the  people  of  the  respective  States  can  not  be  divested. 

As  your  representative  I  have  been  everywhere  received  with  the  utmost  kindness 
and  cordiality.  To  the  people  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  have  extended  to  us 
the  hand  of  a  generous  fraternity,  it  is  impossible  to  overrate  oiu:  obligation  at  ^his 
most  important  crisis. 

It  has  become  my  duty  to  say  that  so  soon  as  a  soldier  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  set  in  motion,  by  whatever  direction,  to  act  against  the  people  of  this  State  in  aid 
of  the  charter  government  I  shall  call  for  that  aid  to  oppose  all  such  force,  which,  I 
am  fully  authorized  to  say,  will  be  immediately  and  most  cheerfully  tendered  to  the 
service  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  from  the  city  of  New  York  and  from  other 
places.  The  contest  will  then  become  national,  and  our  State  tlie  battle  ground  of 
American  freedom. 

As  a  Rhode  Island  man  I  regret  that  the  constitutional  question  in  this  State  can 
not  be  adjusted  among  our  own  citizens,  but  as  the  minority  have  asked  that  the 
sword  of  the  National  Executive  may  be  thrown  into  the  scale  against  the  people,  it 
is  impierative  upon  them  to  make  the  same  appeal  to  their  brethren  of  the  States — 
an  appeal  which  they  are  well  assured  will  not  be  made  in  vain.  They  who  have 
been  the  first  to  ask  assistance  from  abroad  can  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  any 
consequences  «which  may  ensue. 

No  further  arrests  under  the  law  of  pains  and  penalties,  which  was  repealed  by  the 
general  assembly  of  the  people  at  their  May  session,  will  be  permitted.  I  hereby 
direct  the  military,  under  their  respective  officers,  promptly  to  prevent  the  same  and 
to  release  all  who  may  be  arrested  under  said  law. 

As  requested  by  the  general  assembly,  I  enjoin  upon  the  militia  forthwith  to  elect 
their  company  officers;  and  I  call  upon  volunteers  to  organize  themselves  without 
delay.  The  military  are  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  immediate 
service. 

Given  imder  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  the  city  of  Providence,  this  6th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1842. 

[I^  S.]  ,  THOMAS  W.  DORR. 

Governor  and  Cmnmander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

By  the  governor's  command: 

WlLUAM  H.  Sbhth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


298  Messages  and  Papers  of  (he  Presidents 

PituviQBMCE,  R-  !.,  yfay  tj,  iS^^ 
The  Prksttiknt  of  the  Uwteo  States, 

Stk.:  Since  my  Ust  communication  Uie  surface  of  things  in  tbis  dty  >nd  State  bM 
been  morequict.  Tbe  complete  dispersing  of  the  insurgents  and  flight  of  llieir  leader 
on  Wednesday  last,  iSlh  instant,  seem  to  have  broken  their  Etrengtb  And  ^attvM/ti 
them  from  making  bead  openly  in  any  qnarter. 

But  another  crisis  now  appears  to  be  approaching.     By  the  private  advices  tecdvrf 
by  myself  and  the  council  from  our  messengers  in  the  neighboring  SlBtei  n 
that  Dorr  and  bis  agents  are  enlisting  men  and  collecting  arms  for  the  purpoMta 
again  attempting  to  subvert,  by  open  war,  the  government  of  this  Stute.     TliowAM 
have  assisted  him  at  home  in  his  extreme  measw^s  are  again  holding  secret  ci 
and  making  prepiarations  to  rally  on  his  return.     Companies  of  nuru  pled 
support  him  haxe:  met  and  drilled  in  the  nortli  part  of  this  State  during  the  pi 

From  the  forces  which  he  can  collect  among  our  own  citizens  we  have  notbinj 
fear.  Our  own  military  strength  has  once  scattered  them,  and  could  as  eaaily  d 
a  second  time.  But  if  the  bauds  which  are  now  organiring  in  liIassacIiuMtls,  ( 
necticut,  and  New  York  should  make  the  incursion  which  they  threaten,  with  I 
at  their  head,  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  a  civil  war  of  the  moet  destnictiv*  m 
vindictive  character.  Our  own  forces  might  be  sufficient  to  repel  them,  but  having 
little  discipline  and  no  officer  of  military  experience  to  lead  them,  they  could  not  do 
it  without  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives. 

For  the  evidence  tliat  such  forces  ate  organizing  in  otlier  States,  I  refer  Your 
Excellency  to  a  letter  from  Governor  Seward,  of  New  Y"rk,  and  to  a  statement  made 
by  one  of  our  messengers  to  tlie  council,  which  will  I>c  handed  you.  Oilier  meaaen- 
gers  confirm  to  the  fullest  extent  the  same  iotelligence. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  tipon  Your  Excellency  fc 
support  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  ti 
ment.    I  would  submit  to  Your  Excellency  whether  a  movement  of  a  si 
of  troops  to  this  quarter,  to  be  stationed  at  Fort  Adams,  and  to  be  subject  ti 
requi»tions  of  the  executive  of  this  State  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  exigency 
should  arise  to  require  their  assistance,  would  not  be  the  best  n 
peace  and  respect  for  the  laws  and  to  deter  invasions. 

Yon  will  see  by  tlie  statement*  of  the  secret  agent  of  the  goi'enii,icnt  Uiat  H 
time  set  for  tbi^  incursion  is  very  near.     The  mustering  of  tho  insurgents  and  tl 
movement  upon  the  city  wilt  probably  be  with  the  greatetrt  expeilitinn  wh«B  o 
commcnccfl— in  a  lime  too  &harrt  for  a  messenger  to  reach  Wa.-'hington  and  r 
with  aid.     I  tlierefore  make  this  apjilication  before  any  movement  of  Kiagnitn 
their  part,  in  order  that  we  may  be  prepared  at  the  fariefest  notice  to  quell  domi 
iusunection  and  repel  invoaon,  ^\yi  W  KING 

Govrmor  of  Rhoie  I^Kd. 


:ntbci^^H 
tto^^" 
xigency 

Uiat  ^^H 

ndtl^^H 

lom^^^l 


EXECVnVE  UKPAXTMBtRr, 

Albany,  May  tt,  18^. 


His  Excellency  SAMtm  Ward  VLma, 

Gorrmor  of  Rhode  Island. 

Sir:  tn  cninpfinnce  with  ymir  excellency's  rcqtiiHtinn,  I  luve  this  day 
wamnt  for  tlie  arrest  of  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  esq.,  charged  in  Rhode  Is] 
Uie  crime  of  treason.     The  warrant  will  be  delivered  to  a  police  oSicci  of 
who  will  attend  Colonel  Pitman  and  be  ailrised  by  him  in  regard  to  the  unm 
fugitive  *bould  he  he  found  in  this  State. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  to  your  excellency  that  a  d«tcntinii  of  the  accused 
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this  State  would  be  liable  to  misapprehension,  and  if  it  should  be  in  a  particular 
region  of  this  State  might,  perhaps,  result  in  an  effort  to  rescue  him.  Therefore  it 
seems  to  be  quite  important  that  your  excellency  should  without  delay  designate, 
by  a  communication  to  me,  an  agent  to  receive  the  fugitive  and  convey  him  to 
Rhode  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  high  respect  and  consideration,  your  excellency's 
obedient  servant.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


His  Excellency  Governor  King.  Washington  City,  May  2R^  1S42, 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  excellency's  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  inform- 
ing me  of  efforts  making  by  Mr.  Dorr  and  others  to  embody  a  force  in  the  contiguous 
States  for  the  invasion  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  calling  upon  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  for  military  aid. 

In  answer  I  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  means  have  been  taken  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  the  dangers  of  any  armed  invasion  by  the  citizens  of  other  States 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  either  to  put  down  her  government  or  to  disturb  her 
peace.  The  apparent  improbability  of  a  violation  so  flagrant  and  unprecedented  of 
all  our  laws  and  institutions  makes  me,  I  confess,  slow  to  believe  that  any  serious 
attempts  will  be  made  to  execute  the  designs  which  some  evil-minded  persons  may 
have  formed. 

But  should  the  necessity  of  the  case  require  the  interposition  of  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  it  will  be  rendered  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws. 

In  the  meantime  I  indulge  a  confident  expectation,  founded  upon  the  receut  mani- 
festations of  public  opinion  in  your  State  in  favor  of  law  and  order,  that  your  own 
resources  and  means  will  be  abundantly  adequate  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and 
that  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  will  be  soon  amicably  and  permanently  adjusted 
by  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  forbearance.  TOHN  TYLER 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  issue  a  private  order  to  Colonel  Bankhead,  commanding 
at  Newport,  to  employ,  if  necessary,  a  private  and  confidential  person  or  persons  to 
go  into  all  such  places  and  among  all  such  persons  as  he  may  have  reason  to  t)elieve 
to  be  likely  to  give  any  information  touching  Rhode  Island  affairs,  and  to  report  with 
the  greatest  dLspatch,  if  necessary,  to  the  President.  He  will  also  address  a  letter  to 
General  Wool  conveying  to  him  the  fears  entertained  of  a  hostile  invasion  contem- 
plated to  place  Dorr  in  the  chair  of  state  of  Rhode  Island  by  persons  in  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  and  also  to  General  Eustis,  at  Boston,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, with  instructions  to  adopt  such  inquiries  (to  be  secretly  made)  as  tliey  may 
deem  necessary,  and  to  report  with  the  greatest  dispatch  all  information  which  from 
time  to  time  they  may  acquire. 

(Indorsed:  •*  President's  instructions.  May  28,  1842.") 

Colonel  Bankhbad,  War  Department.  May  2S,  1S43. 

Newport^  R.  I, 

Sir:  The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  has  represented  to  the  President  that  prep- 
arations are  making  by  Mr.  Dorr  and  some  of  his  adherents  to  recruit  men  in  the 
neighboring  States  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  his  usurpation  of  the  powers  of 
government,  and  that  he  has  provided  arms  and  camp  equipage  for  a  large  numljer 
of  men.  It  is  very  important  that  we  should  have  accurate  information  on  this 
sabject,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  movements  made  in  other  States.  I 
hsfc  therefore  to  desire  you  to  employ  proper  persons  to  go  to  the  places  where  it 
SMtjr  be  luppoaed  such  preparations  are  making  to  possess  themselves  fully  of  all 
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that  is  doing  aod  \a  contemplation,  and  repott  frvquentl]'  to  yoo.     Il 
Dorr's  principal  headquarters  are  at  the  toirn  of  Thompsoa,  in  tbe  State  of  C 
lecticnt.     It  may  be  well  for  jou  to  communicate  pentMialij-  witb  Covcnnr  F 
and  ascertain  iiota  bira  the  points  and  places  at  which  any  prefMiatioas  for  a  ' 
ing  men  are  supposed  to  be  making,  and  to  direct  your  inqniriea  acootidingljr. 

It  is  important  that  you  should  select  persons  on  whose  integrity  and  a 
the  fullest  reliance  can  be  placed.  They  shonld  not  be  paitttam  on  eitlicr  «de, 
although  to  effect  Ihe  object  it  will  of  course  be  necessary  that  some  of  tlmn  ^li'wtM 
obtain  (if  they  do  not  abeady  possess)  the  confidence  of  the  friends  of  Ur.  Dmt. 
You  will  please  communicate  directly  to  me  all  the  information  j'ou  obtain,  and 
your  own  views  of  it. 

It  b  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  Ihb  communication  is  of  the  most  privale  « 
confidential  character,  and  is  not  to  be  made  known  to  anyone. 

Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant,  ,    „ 

Brigadier-General  Epsns.  *'■"  DK^^^otNT.  May  ^,  rf^, 

Boston. 

Sik:  The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  lias  represented  to  the  Pn^dent  that 
tions  are  making  in  other  StBtes(  particularly  in  Masaacbuaettsjfor 
nf  that  State  to  support  the  usurpationsof  Mr.  Dorr  and  bis  friends  and 
tic  insurrection.  It  is  very  important  that  we  should  have  accurate  informatioin  cm 
this  subject,  and  I  have  to  desire  you  to  take  atl  necessary  means  to  acquire  it.  and 
communicate  directly  lu  me  as  speedily  and  frequently  as  possible.  It  is  said  thai 
1 ,000  stand  of  arms  have  been  procured  in  Boston,  some  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  camp  equipage  for  the  use  of  Ihe  insurgents.  Your  attention  to  this  is 
particularly  desired  to  ascertain  its  truth  or  falsehood.  II  is  also  said  tlut  there : 
men  enrolled  and  embodied  in  a  town  upon  the  borders  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
which  bas  escaped  me.  Please  inquire  into  this.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  employ 
confidential  persons  to  discover  wliat  is  doing,  you  will  do  so,  being  careful  to 
those  ouly  that  are  entirely  trustworthy;  and  it  will  be  desirable  to  avoid 
sans  on  either  dde.    Their  inquiries  should  be  conducted  quietly  and  privately. 

I  desire  you  to  communicate  fully  and  freely  what  you  may  learn  and  yonr 
concerning  it  for  the  infoimation  of  the  President  and  Ihe  Department. 

It  b  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  this  communicatioti  b  strictly  private  and 
fidential. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


lode  Island,  the  name  of 
les  necessary  to  employ 
,  being  careful  to  sele^^^^H 
le  to  avoid  heated  po^^^^H 
letly  and  privately.  ^^^^| 
y  learn  and  yonr  vie«^^^^| 
apartment.  ^^^^| 

trictly  pri%-ate  and  <^"*^^^H 

[J.  C  SPENCER.] ^^H 

YoitK.A«^j.,J#*.^^( 


The  PHKSIDENT. 

My  Deak  Sir:  I  came  to  this  city  yesterday,  having  taken  a  severe  coW  on  the 

Soand,  and  am  now  just  out  of  my  bed.     I  transmit  herewith  3  letter  from . 

a  friend  appointed  by  mc.  as  you  requested,  to  look,  into  Ihc  Rhode  Island  bosiiMaa. 

Mr. bas  had  access  to  authentic  sources  in  Governor  Dorr*s  party,  am)  I  hare 

no  doubt  his  account  of  the  whole  matter  b  perfectly  jnst.  I  sappoaed  I  dioiiJd 
receive  the  foreign  mail  here,  but  I  shall  not  wait  for  it  if  I  should  feel  wdl  eaouijta 
to  travel  to-monow. 


Vol 


i,  truly, 


D.\.\I.  WEBSTER.  J 


NBW   YoHK.yMW  3,  /J^-l 


Hon.  pAXlBt,  WimSTKB. 

Setrftary  0/ SlaU. 
DiUK  Sih:  In  pursuance  of  the  arrangement  made  when  ymi  were  V 
toV«Ti«lMd  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and,  k>  far  an  could  b«  dope,  poaae 
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of  a  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  things  there.  I  had  a  full  and  free  interview 
with  Governor  King  and  his  council,  as  well  as  with  several  other  gentlemen  upon 
each  side  of  the  matter  in  controversy.  All  agree  that,  so  far  as  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  are  concerned,  there  is  no  danger  of  any  further  armed  resistance  to  the  legiti- 
mate authorities  of  the  State.  It  was  never  intended,  probably,  by  the  majority  of 
those  called  the  suffrage  party  to  proceed  in  any  event  to  violence,  and  when  they 
found  themselves  pushed  to  such  an  extremity  by  their  leaders  they  deserted  their 
leaders  and  are  now  every  day  enrolling  themselves  in  the  volunteer  companies 
which  are  being  organized  in  every  part  of  the  State  for  the  suppression  of  any  fur- 
ther insurrectionary  movements  that  may  be  made.  A  large  majority  of  those  elected 
or  appointed  to  office  under  the  people's  constitution  (so  called)  have  resigned  their 
places  and  renounced  all  allegiance  to  that  constitution  and  the  party  which  sup- 
ports it,  so  that  the  insurgents  are  now  without  any  such  organization  as  would 
enable  them  to  carry  out  their  original  purposes  if  they  otherwise  had  the  power. 

Governor  King  and  his  council  alone,  of  all  the  intelligent  persons  with  whom  I 
consulted,  fear  an  irruption  upon  them  of  an  armed  force  to  be  collected  in  other 
States,  and  this  is  the  only  difficulty  of  which  they  now  have  any  apprehension. 
This  fear  is  excited  by  the  boasts  frequently  made  by  the  few  who  still  avow  their 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  constitution  that  they  have  at  their  control  large 
bodies  of  armed  men,  as  well  as  camp  equipage,  provisions,  money,  and  munitions 
of  war,  which  have  been  provided  for  them  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New 
York.  The  supposition  that  Rhode  Island  is  to  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  force,  when 
that  force  would  neither  be  led  nor  followed  by  any  considerable  number  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  does  not  seem,  to  say  the  least,  to  be  a  very  reasonable  one.  If 
those  who  think  they  are  suffering  injustice  are  not  disposed  to  make  an  effort  to 
redress  their  supposed  wrongs,  they  would  hardly  expect  the  work  to  be  done  by 
others. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  insurgents  now  is  not  the  real  one.  They  meditate  no 
further  forcible  proceedings.    They  bluster  and  threaten  for  several  reasons: 

First.  Because  they  suppose  they  shall  thus  break  their  fall  a  little  and  render 
their  retreat  a  little  less  inglorious  than  it  would  be  if  they  should  beat  it  at  once. 

Second.  They  believe  that  if  they  keep  up  a  shew  of  opposition  to  the  existing 
government  they  shall  be  more  likely  to  revolutionize  it  by  peaceable  measures;  and 

Third.  They  think  they  can  make  their  influence  so  far  felt  as  to  operate  favorably 
upon  those  who  are  now  under  arrest  for  treason  or  who  may  be  hereafter  arrested 
for  the  same  offense. 

That  these  are  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  insurgents  I  am  confidentially  assured 
by  the  notorious  individual  from  whom  I  told  you  I  could  learn  their  plans  and 
designs;  and  no  one  has  better  means  of  knowing  than  he,  having  been  himself  one 
of  Mr.  Dorr's  confidential  advisers  from  the  beginning. 

The  meeting  at  Woonsocket  on  the  ist  did  not  amount  to  much,  l^eing  but  thinly 
attended.  The  projected  fortifications  at  that  place  have  been  abandoned.  It  is 
said  they  will  be  thrown  up  in  some  other  spot  to  be  designated  hereafter,  but  this 
is  not  believed. 

Mr.  Dorr  is  now  understood  to  be  lurking  in  this  city.  Warrants  have  been  issued 
for  his  arrest  both  by  the  governor  of  this  State  and  the  governor  of  Massachusetts, 
but  he  moves  so  privately  and  shifts  his  whereabouts  so  often  that  he  eludes  his 
pursuers. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  I  think  you  will  come  to  the  opinion  entertained  by 
seven-eighths  of  all  the  people  of  Providence  (the  scene  of  his  operations  thus  far) 
that,  deserted  by  his  followers  at  home  and  disgraced  in  the  estimation  of  those  who 
sjrmpathized  with  him  abroad,  Mr.  Dorr  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  do  any  fiuther 
serious  mischief. 

Yours,  very  truly, 
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Providence,  R,  \..Jmmt  i.  . 
Hon.  J.  C.  Spbnces, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sn:  When  1  last  had  the  honor  to  mite  to  you  I  felt  confident  that  there  wonld 

be  DO  further  disturbance  of  the  peace  in  this  State.     Governor  King  WU  of  tbcMav 

opinion.     But  I  now  fear,  from  strong  indications,  that  Mr.  Oorr  and  bb  pwt]'  an 

determitied  to  enter  the  State  in  force,  and  that  in  n  feir  days  serioiudiftcnllic*  will 

On  toy  arrival  here  this  morning  from  Newport,  on  my  way  to  New  York,  I  lount 
from  undoubted  authority  that  several  Urge  boxes  of  muBteis,  euppoacil  to  contaio 
about  eighty,  were  received  the  e\-ening  before  Inst  at  Woonsocket  from  New  York; 
that  several  mounted  cannon  bad  been  alao  received  there  and  fonrandeid  on  to  Che- 
pachet;  that  a  number  of  men,  not  citixens  of  the  State,  with  arms,  «cr«  in  and  about 
Woonsocket  and  Chepachet ;  that  forty-eight  kegs  of  powder  were  stotca  on  Sauuiaj 
night  last  from  a  powder  house  in  this  neighborhood,  and  that  Dorr,  with  about 
twenty  men,  landed  last  evening  at  Norwich. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  u-as  made  two  nights  ago  to  stead  the  guns  of  the  ortillccj 
company  at  Warrrn.  and  at  several  other  places  where  gunti  hod  been  ilepocited  hj 
the  State,  by  some  of  Dorr's  men,  one  of  whom  has  been  identified  and  Mxeited. 

It  has  been  ohser\-cd  for  several  days  past  that  many  of  the  suffrage  portr  and 
residents  of  this  city  have  been  sending  off  their  families  and  effects.  Tile  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  are  seriously  alarmed  and  in  a  state  of  much  exdictnent-  An 
express  to  convey  the  above  intelligence  to  Governor  King  at  Newport  wQl  be 
immediately  sent  dmm  by  the  mayor  of  the  city. 

I  shall  be  in  New  York  early  to-morrow  morning  ready  to  receive  any . 
yon  may  think  proper  to  honor  mc  with. 

1  have  been  couipelled  to  write  this  in  haste. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yotu-  obedient  servunt, 

J.\S.  BAKEHEAD. 
Colottfl  Seamd  Rfgitmfnt  Arlillrfy^ 


CiTV  OF    PROVIDESiCB,  MAYOR'S   OmCS, 

June  23.  iS4r. 

Sir:  *  Governor  King,  having  gone  to  Newport  this  afternoon,  Itas  requested  tac 
to  fijiward  his  letttr  to  Your  Kucellcncy.  with  such  depositions  as  I  could  procure 
conccmiug  the  state  of  affairs  in  tlic  north  part  of  the  State.  These  documents  will 
be  taken  on  by  the  Hon.  William  Sprague,  our  Senator,  who  intends  leaving  to-night 
for  Washington.  Should  any  accident  prevent  Mr.  Sprsgne  froin  going.  I  shall  for- 
natd  them  to  be  put  in  tlie  mail,  I  inclose  the  depotitionst  of  HesMr*.  Sumid  W. 
Peckham  and  Charles  I.  Heutu.  Messrs.  Keep  and  Shelley,  whom  1  sent  ottt,  have 
just  tctuined.     If  I  can  get  their  depositions  in  time,  I  fJiall  alio  forward  thcto. 

About  II  a.  m.  this  day  a  body  marched  from  Woonsocket  to  Cbepocbct 
to  90  men,  and  other  small  bodies  are  marching  in  that  direction,  so  tllsl  I 
that  about  400  will  be  concentrated  at  Chepachet  lliis  evening. 

In  this  dty  there  is  much  excitement,  but  no  symptoms  as  y«t  of  aim  gatberins 
with  arms.     There  are  many  who  t  fear  will  he  ready  to  Join  in  any  mbchief  HboaU 
Dorr's  forces  approach  us.     Up  to  8  o'clock  this  morning  Mr.  Dorr  wat  in  Cotnwcti- 
cnt,  but  a  gentleman  from  Chepachet  informs  me  his  friends  expect  bim  (hii  dftf. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  vbedivnt  oervant. 

TH06.  M.  BURGBSS, 


1 
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Executive  Department, 
His  Excellency  John  Tylbr,  Providence,  June  23,  1842. 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  After  my  last  communication  the  excitement  and  military  operations  of  the 
insurgents  against  the  government  of  this  State  appeared  to  subside,  and  I  indulged 
hopes  that  no  open  violence  would  be  attempted,  but  that  they  were  disposed  to 
await  the  action  of  the  general  assembly,  now  in  session  at  Newport.  I  regret  that 
I  am  obliged  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  within  a  few  days  past  appearances 
have  become  more  alarming.  Several  iron  cannon  have  been  stolen  from  citizens  of 
Providence,  and  during  the  night  of  the  19th  a  powder  house,  owned  by  a  merchant 
of  Providence,  was  broken  open  and  about  1,200  pounds  of  powder  stolen  therefrom. 
Yesterday  the  military  operations  of  the  insurgents  became  more  decided  in  their 
character.  At  Woonsocket  and  Chepachet  there  were  gatherings  of  men  in  military 
array,  pretending  to  act  under  the  authority  of  Thomas  W.  Dorr.  They  established  a 
kind  of  martial  law  in  those  villages,  stopped  peaceable  citizens  in  the  highways,  and 
at  Chepachet  foiu:  citizens  of  Providence  were  seized  by  an  armed  force,  pinioned, 
and  compelled  to  march  about  10  miles  under  a  guard  of  about  forty  men  to  Woon- 
socket, where  they  were  cruelly  treated  under  pretense  of  being  spies.  The  insurgents 
are  provided  with  cannon,  tents,  ammunition,  and  stores. 

It  is  ascertained  that  Thomas  W.  Dorr  has  returned  from  the  city  of  New  York  to 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  will  be  at  Chepachet  this 
day,  where  he  will  concentrate  what  forces  he  has  already  under  arms  with  such 
others  as  he  can  collect.  Those  already  assembled  are  comp>osed  of  citizens  of  other 
States  as  well  as  of  our  own,  and  are  variously  estimated  at  500  to  1,000  men. 

I  have  this  morning  had  an  interview  with  Colonel  Bankhead,  who  will  commu- 
nicate to  the  War  Department  such  facts  as  have  come  to  his  knowledge.  I  would 
further  state  to  Yoiw  Excellency  that  in  those  villages  and  their  \dcinity  the  civil 
authority  is  disregarded  and  paralyzed. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  respectfully  submit  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  crisis 
has  arrived  when  the  aid  demanded  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  from  the  Federal 
Government  is  imperatively  required  to  furnish  that  protection  to  our  citizens  from 
domestic  violence  which  is  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

I  confidently  trust  that  Your  Excellency  will  adopt  such  measures  as  will  afford 

us  prompt  and  efficient  relief. 

I  remain,  with  great  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  W.  KING. 

Governor  Kino.  Washington.  June  25. 1842. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instatlt  was  this  day  received  by  the  hands  of  Governor 
Sprague,  together  with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same.  Your  excellency 
has  unintentionally  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  is  now 
in  session.  The  act  of  Congress  gives  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  no  power 
to  summon  to  the  aid  of  the  State  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  unless  an 
application  shall  be  made  by  the  legislature  if  in  session;  and  that  the  State  execu- 
tive can  not  make  such  application  except  when  the  legislature  can  not  be  convened. 
(See  act  of  Congress,  February  28,  1795.) 

I  presume  that  yoiu:  excellency  has  been  led  into  the  error  of  making  this  applica- 
tion (the  legislature  of  the  State  being  in  session  at  the  date  of  yoiw  dispatch )  from 
a  misapprehension  of  the  true  import  of  my  letter  of  7th  May  last.  I  lose  no  time 
in  correcting  such  misapprehension  if  it  exist. 

Shoiuld  the  legislating  of  Rhode  Island  deem  it  proper  to  make  a  similar  applica- 
tion to  that  addressed  to  me  by  your  excellency,  their  communication  shall  receive 
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nil  tlie  atlcntioii  which  will  be  justl}-  dae  to  Uie  high  snum  from  which  ntcb  a] 
cation  shall  emanate. 

'5  of  high  consideration. 

J.TYL 


Hon.  John  C.  SpeitcKR.  PKovrnENCK.  R.  !,./»«  ;y.  tS4 

Setretary  0/  War. 

Sir:  I  addressed  you  yesterday  afternooa  in  ^^est  liastc,  that  my  letter 
by  the  mail  (then  about  being  closed ),  to  infonn  you  of  the  sodden  change 
aspect  of  affairs  in  this  State,  and  also  to  inform  you  that  I  should  be  this 
at  Govemois  Island,  New  York. 

At  the  urgent  solicitation  of  Governor  King,  who  crossed  mer  from  N( 
Slonington  lo  intercept  me  on  Ihe  route,  1  relumed  last  night  to  this  place  from 
ington,  having  proceeded  so  far  00  my  way  to  New  York. 

lo  addition  to  what  I  stated  in  my  letter  yesterday,  I  leam  from  Goveroor 
(who  has  just  called  on  me)  that  four  citizens  of  this  city  who  had  gone  to  Ch 
to  ascertain  what  was  going  on  there  were  arrested  as  ^ics  by  the  insurgeilts, 
and  sent  last  night  to  Woonsocket,  where  they  were  confined  when  his  informer! 
there  at  S  o'clock  this  morning;  also  tliat  martial  law  had  been  proclaimed  by 
insui^nts  at  Woonsocket  and  Chepachet,  and  no  one  was  allowed  to  enter  or  depwt 
from  either  place  without  permission. 

The  citizens  of  this  city  are  in  a  stale  of  intense  CKCttemenL 

I  shall  return  to-morrow  to  Newport  to  awail  any  instructions  you  may  be 
to  favor  tne  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  aerrant, 
JAS.  BANKHBAD. 


1 


Colonel  Second  Rfgimemt  AriHl 


Brigadier-General  R.  Joi,-^;,  P«oviDaxCK.  R.  I..  >«  >j, 

Adjalant-General  Unittd  States  Army. 

Sib:  I  left  Newport  yesterday  morning  to  rettim  to  Port  Coliunhtis,  with  the  belief 
that  my  presence  could  no  longer  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  I  Imd  been  onlertil 
there  for.  The  legislature  was  in  session,  and,  as  I  was  well  assured,  detefinina) 
honestly  and  faithfully  to  adopt  measures  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  this 
State  to  form  a  constitution  on  such  liberal  principles  aS  to  insure  full  satisfaction 
to  all  patriotic  and  intelligent  men  who  had  any  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Stxtc. 
The  well-known  intention  of  the  legislature  io  this  respect  would,  I  hoped  and 
believed,  reconcile  the  factious  and  produce  tranquillity.  But  the  aspect  of  a&atni 
has  suddenly  become  more  threatening  and  alarming.  There  is  an  assemblage  of 
men  at  Woonsocket  and  Chepachet,  two  small  villages  (say  15  miles  distant  hencel 
on  the  borders  of  Connecticut,  composed  principally  of  strangers  or  persons  from 
other  States.  They  have  recently  received  75  muskets  from  Boston  and  So  from 
New  York,  in  addition  to  former  supplies.  They  have  also  several  mounted  cannon 
and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  48  kegs  of  which  they  stole  from  a  powder 
house  not  far  distant  from  this,  the  properly  of  a  nunufactttrer  of  powder.  Don, 
it  is  supposed,  joined  his  party  at  one  of  the  above-named  places  the  tiight  belore 
last;  he  has  certainly  returned  fnjm  New  Vork  and  passed  through  Ncrwiefa.  His 
(onctntrated  forces  are  variously  estimated  at  from  sod  to  t.ooo  men. 

I  had  proceeded  thus  far  yesterday  afternoon  on  my  retani  to  New  York,  and  had 
taken  my  seat  in  the  cars  for  Stonington.  when  an  express  from  Gonmor  King,  who 
was  at  Newport,  overtook  me,  to  request  that  t  waald  not  leave  the  State; 
however,  for  me  then  to  stop  here,  as  the  cars  wvn:  just  moving  off.  On 
to  Stontngton  I  there  fonnd  Governor  King,  who  hod  crossed  over  from  N< 
intercept  m«,and  at  bis  solicitation  I  at  once  returned  wltli  him  last  night  in 
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car  to  this  place.  Not  then  having  a  moment's  time  to  write  you,  as  the  ste&mboat 
left  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  cars  at  Stonington,  I  sent  my  adjutant  on  in  the 
boat  with  directions  to  report  to  you  the  fact  and  the  cause  of  my  return. 

I  had  written  thus  far  when  the  governor  called  on  me,  and  has  informed  me  that 
four  citizens  of  this  State,  who  had  gone  to  Chepachet  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of 
affairs  there,  were  arrested  as  spies,  bound,  and  sent  last  night  to  Woonsocket,  where 
t  Jfo  hours  ago  they  were  still  in  confinement.  Martial  law  has  been  declared  in  Che- 
pachet  and  Woonsocket,  and  no  one  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  without  permission. 
I  yesterday  afternoon  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  (as  I  had  been  directed ),  in  great 
haste,  however,  to  send  by  the  mail,  to  inform  him  of  the  sudden  change  in  the  aspect 
of  affairs  here;  in  which  letter  I  stated  that  I  should  be  at  Governors  Island  this  morn- 
ing. As  I,  of  cotu'se,  then  did  not  contemplate  to  the  contrary,  I  beg  you  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  acquaint  him  with  the  cause  of  my  return. 

I  can  only  add  that  the  citizens  of  this  place  are  in  a  state  of  intense  anxiety  and 
excitement.    I  remain  here  to-day  at  the  special  request  of  several  who  have  just  left 
me.    To-morrow  I  shall  retidn  to  Newport  to  await  any  communication  from  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BANKHEAD, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  Artillery, 

Providence,  R.  l.^Jfine  27^  1842, 

Sir:*  As  there  was  no  mail  yesterday  from  this,  I  could  make  no  report  to  the 
Major-General  Commanding  of  the  military  movements  in  this  quarter  up  to  that 
time.  Since  my  last  letter  to  you  most  of  the  volunteers  and  other  military  com- 
panies called  out  by  the  governor  have  assembled  here  to  the  amount  of  about  2,000 
men.  The  force  of  the  insurgents  tmder  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Dorr,  and 
concentrated  at  Chepachet,  is  estimated  at  from  800  to  1,000  men  armed  with  mus- 
kets, about  1,500  wiUiout  arms,  and  10  or  12  cannon  mounted. 

It  seems  to  be  impossible  to  avoid  a  conflict  between  the  contending  parties  with- 
out the  interposition  of  a  strong  regular  force.  '    , 

The  State  force  here  can  defend  this  city,  and  it  might  successfully  attack  the 
insurgent  force  at  Chepachet;  but  there  would  be  danger  in  leaving  the  city  without 
adequate  means  of  protection  to  it,  as  there  is  doubtless  a  large  number  within  the 
city  with  concealed  arms  ready  to  commence  hostilities. 

The  position  taken  by  Dorr*s  troops  at  Chepachet  is  naturally  strong,  and  has  been 
much  strengthened  by  intrenchments,  etc.  It  would  therefore  be  highly  imprudent 
to  make  the  attack,  even  if  no  secret  foes  were  left  behind  within  the  city,  without  a 
positive  certainty  of  success;  and  with  the  aid  of  a  few  disciplined  troops  a  defeat 
there  \70uld  be  ruinous  and  irreparable. 

A  force  of  300  regular  troops  would  insure  success,  and  probably  without  bloodshed. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yom:  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BANKHEAD, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  Artillery, 

The  President  of  the  United  States.  Washington,  June  27, 1842. 

Sir:  The  intelligence  from  Rhode  Island  since  the  call  was  made  on  you  by  the 
Senators  from  that  State  is  of  a  character  still  more  serious  and  urgent  than  that 
then  communicated  to  you  by  Mr.  Sprague,  who  was  charged  with  commmiications 
to  Your  Excellency  from  Governor  King.  We  are  informed  that  a  requisition  was 
made  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
pursuant  to  resolutions  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  that  State  when  in  session 
in  May  last,  calling  for  a  proclamation  against  those  engaged  in  an  armed  rebellion 
againAt  the  government  of  Rhode  Island  and  for  military  aid  in  suppressing  the 
same;  that  Your  Excellency  replied  to  Governor  King  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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Executive  the  force  arrayed  against  the  goveroiaent  <A  tl»e  Stale  wm  tMtthen  ■ 
as  to  warrant  immediate  action  on  hii  part,  but  that  Your  Excellency  in  jraor  Rplr 
proceeded  to  say:  "If  an  exigency  of  lawless  violence  shall  actually  srise,  the  exeea- 
tive  ^vemment  of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  application  of  yonr  excelteticy  Badei 
the  autllority  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  already  .submitted,  will  stand  ready 
to  succor  the  authorities  of  the  State  in  tfaetr  efforts  to  maintain  a  due  respect  (drtbe 
laws."  ^\llereby  it  was  understood  that  in  the  event  of  the  aseembling  of  such  an 
armed  force  as  would  require  the  interference  contemplated  by  the  Constitittiaa  aad 
laws  of  the  United  States  the  Executii-e  of  the  United  Stales,  upon  beug  duly  noti- 
fied of  the  fact  by  the  governor  of  the  State,  would  act  npon  the  requidtiofi  aboidy 
made  by  the  l^slature  without  further  action  on  the  part  of  that  body. 

We  understand  that  upon  this  notice  being  given  tlirou^  the  comnnmicaliaai 
handed  you  by  Mr.  Spragoe  on  Saturday,  containing  proof  of  the  existence  and  amy 
of  a  large  body  of  armed  men  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  who  had  abeady 
committed  acts  of  lawless  violence,  both  by  depredating  largely  npon  property  ia 
v^ous  parts  of  tlie  State  and  by  capturing  and  confining  citizens,  as  well  aa  owning 
and  manifesting  a  determination  to  attack  the  constituted  aolborities.  j-oa  considrivd 
that  it  was  desirable  that  this  communicatiou  should  have  been  accompanied  with 
a  further  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  authorizing  the  govemoir  to  act  in  thii 
instance,  from  the  fact  that  the  assembly  was  then  in  session  by  oi" 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  communicadon  respectftilly  h 
the  existing  circumstances  call  for  the  immediate  action  of  the  Executive  upon  the 
information  and  papers  now  in  its  possession. 

The  meeting  of  the  legislatune  during  the  last  week  was  by  adjonrmnient.  It  is  is 
law  regarded  as  the  May  session  of  the  general  asaembly.  and  can  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  if  it  had  been  a  continuous  session  of  that  body  held  from  day  to  da; 
by  usual  adjournments.  Had  this  last  been  the  case,  it  can  not  be  conceived  that 
new  action  on  its  part  would  have  been  required  to  give  noticeof  any  tojcnvnentkof 
bpstile  forces  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise  which  was  made  Icnown  to  tbe  Rxacn- 
tive  by  its  resolutions  of  May  last. 

Our  intelligence  authorizes  us  to  belicvie  that  a  multitude  of  lawless  and  violent 
men,  not  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  but  inhabitants  of  other  States,  wickedly  ll^dv-H 
by  pay  and  by  hopes  of  spoil,  and  perhaps  instigated  also  by  motives  arising  from 
exasperation  on  the  part  of  their  instigators  and  of  themselves  at  tbe  coarse  heieto- 
fcre  indicated  in  this  matter  by  the  executive  govemrncnt  of  the  Union,  have  ooogie- 
gated  themselves  and  are  daily  increasing  their  numbers  within  the  boirders  of  onr 
State,  organized,  armed,  and  arrayed  in  open  war  upon  the  State  aatba«it>e&.  and 
read}'  to  be  led,  and  avowedly  about  to  be  led,  to  the  attack  of  the  principal  city  at 
the  State  as  part  of  the  same  original  plan  to  overthrow  the  government,  and  that 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  plan  onr  citizens  have  reason  to  apprehend  tbe  most  des- 
perate and  reckless  assaults  of  ruffianly  violence  npon  their  property,  their  habita- 
tions, and  their  lives. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  in  addition,  to  a  letter  which  we  understand  was 
receired  yesterday  by  General  Scott  from  Colonel  Bankbead,  detaittn^  tone  iafor- 
mation  in  his  possession. 

We  tfaoreforc  respectfully  request  an  immediate  compliance  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Excc^rc  with  Ibe  requisition  communicated  tn  the  papen  from  Oovemar  K)BK. " 
tbe  most  cOectnal,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  measure  that  can  now  prevent  the 
effusion  of  binod  and  the  calamities  of  intestine  violence,  if  each  baa  nut  almdy 
occniTed. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  respect.  Your  Excellency'*  obedient  acnaitta, 
J.UtES  F.  SIMMONS. 
\rJL  sraAGUE. 
JOSEPH  I-  tilukg: 
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The  SSCRSTARY  0»  WAR.  WASHINGTON,  >«^  29,  1S42. 

Sir:  Prom  the  official  communication  of  Colonel  Bankhead  to  you,  this  day  laid 
before  me,  it  is  evident  that  the  difficulties  in  Rhode  Island  have  arrived  at  a  crisis 
which  may  require  a  prompt  interposition  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to 
prevent  the  effusion  of  blood.  From  the  correspondence  already  had  with  the  gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  a  requisition  will  be  immediately 
made  by  the  government  of  that  State  for  the  assistance  guaranteed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  protect  its  citizens  from  domestic  violence.  With  a  \'iew  to  ascertain  the  true 
condition  of  things  and  to  render  the  assistance  of  this  Government  (if  any  shall  be 
required)  as  prompt  as  may  be,  you  are  instructed  to  proceed  to  Rhode  Island,  and, 
in  the  event  of  a  requisition  being  made  upon  the  President  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  you  will  cause  the  proclamation  herewith  delivered  to  be 
published.  And  should  circtunstances  in  your  opinion  render  it  necessary,  you  will 
also  call  upon  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  or  either  of  tlicm, 
for  such  number  and  description  of  the  militia  of  their  respective  States  as  may  be 
sufficient  to  terminate  at  once  the  insurrection  in  Rhode  Island.  And  in  the  mean- 
time the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence  may  with  propriety  be  placed  in  such 

positions  as  will  enable  them  to  defend  that  city  from  assault. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

BY  THK  PRBSIDHNT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PROCI^MATION. 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  applied  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  setting  forth  the  existence  of  a  dangerous  insurrection  in  that  State, 
composed  partly  of  deluded  citizens  of  the  State,  but  chiefly  of  intruders  of  danger- 
ous and  abandoned  character  coming  from  other  States,  and  requiring  the  immediate 
interposition  of  the  constitutional  power  vested  in  him  to  be  exercised  in  such  cases, 
I  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  according  to  law,  hereby  commanding  all  insurgents 
and  all  persons  connected  with  said  insurrection  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to 
their  respective  abodes  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  when  this  proclama- 
tion shall  be  made  public  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the'  city  of  Washington  this day  of  ,  A.  D.  1842,  and  of  th«» 

Independence  of  the  United  States  the  sixty-sixth. 

[L.  S.]  JOHN  TYLER. 

By  the  President: 

Dani«.  Wbbstbr, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  April  22^  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  approval  and  ratification,  a  treaty  which 
I  have  caused  to  be  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
whereby  the  latter,  on  the  conditions  therein  set  forth,  has  transferred 
and  conveyed  all  its  right  of  separate  and  independent  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  to  the  United  States.  In  taking  so  important  a  step  I  have 
been  influenced  by  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  controlling  con- 
siderations of  public  policy  and  the  general  good,  and  in  having  accom- 
plished it,  should  it  meet  with  your  approval,  the  Government  will  have 
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succeeded  iu  recldimiiig  a  territorj'  whicli  fonnerly  constituted  a 
as  it  is  confidently  belie\'ed.  of  iis  doDiam  under  the  treaty  of  o 
1S03  by  France  lo  the  United  States- 

The  coimtr>-  tlius  proposed  to  be  anuexed  has  been  settled  pnocipally 
by  persons  from  the  United  States,  who  emigrated  on  the  invitation  of 
both  Spain  and  Mexico,  and  who  carried  with  them  into  the  nildemesK 
which  they  have  partially  reclaimed  the  laws,  customs,  and  political  s 
domestic  institutions  of  their  native  land.  They  are  deeply  indot 
in  all  the  principles  of  ci\*il  liberty,  and  will  bring  along  n-tth  them  b 
act  of  reassociation  devotion  to  our  Union  and  a  firm  and  inflexible  r 
lution  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  public  liberty  unimpaired — a  considera- 
tion which,  as  it  appears  to  roe,  is  to  be  regarded  as  of  no  small  moment. 
The  country  itself  thus  obtained  is  of  incalculable  value  in  an  agricul- 
ttiral  and  commercial  point  of  view.  To  a  soil  of  inexhaustible  fertility 
it  unites  a  genial  and  healthy  climate,  and  is  destined  at  a  day  not  dtstanl 
to  make  large  contributions  to  the  commence  of  the  world.  Its  tcciitory 
is  separated  from  the  United  States  in  part  by  an  imaginar}*  line,  and  by 
the  ri\-er  Sabine  for  a  distance  of  310  miles,  and  its  productions  are  the 
same  with  those  of  many  of  the  contiguous  States  of  the  Uoiun.  Such 
is  the  countr>'.  such  are  its  inhabitants,  and  such  its  capacities  to  add  to 
the  general  wealth  of  the  Union.  As  to  the  tatter,  it  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  iu  the  magnitude  of  its  productions  it  will  equal  in  a  sbott 
time,  under  the  protecting  care  of  this  Government,  if  it  does  not  suipsLss, 
the  combined  production  of  many  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy.  A 
new  and  powerful  impulse  will  thus  be  given  lo  the  na^-igating  inl 
of  the  countrj-,  which  will  be  chiefly  engrossed  by  our  fellow-dtizf 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  who  have  already  attained  a 
degree  of  prosperity  by  the  partial  monopoly  they  have  enjoyed  c 
carrjing  trade  of  the  Union,  particularly  the  coastwise  trade,  which  this 
new  acquisition  is  destined  in  time,  and  that  not  distant,  to  swell  to  a 
magnitude  which  can  not  easily  be  computed,  while  ihe  addition  made 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  home  market  thus  secured  to  their  mining, 
manufacturing,  and  mechanical  skill  and  industry-  will  be  of  3  character 
the  most  commanding  and  important.  Such  are  some  of  the  many 
advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the  Kastem  and  Middle  States  by  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty — ad\'antages  the  extent  of  which  it  is  impoaea- 
ble  to  estimate  with  accuracy  or  properly  to  appreciate.  Texas,  ' 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  cotton,  sugar,  and  rice,  and  de%-oting  i: 
her  energies  to  the  raising  of  these  productions,  will  open  an  cxtei 
market  to  the  Western  States  in  the  important  articles  of  Xnrd,  \ 
horses,  mules,  etc..  as  well  as.ju  breadstuffs.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Southern  and  Southe3.stem  States  nill  find  iu  the  fact  of  annexation 
protection  and  security  to  their  peace  and  tranquillity,  as  welt  against  aQ 
domestic  as  foreign  efforts  to  disturb  them,  thus  consecrating  anew  the 
union  of  the  States  and  holding  out  tlic  protnisc  of  its  perpetual  (lunUiak#> 
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Thus,  at  the  same  tune  that  the  tide  of  public  prosperity  is  greatly  swollen, 
an  appeal  of  what  appears  to  the  Executive  to  be  of  an  imposing,  .if  not 
of  a  resistless,  character  is  made  to  the  interests  of  every  portion  of  the 
country.  Agriculture,  which  would  have  a  new  and  extensive  mar- 
ket opened  for  its  produce;  commerce,  whose  ships  would  be  freighted 
with  the  rich  productions  of  an  extensive  and  fertile  region;  and  the 
mechanical  arts,  in  all  their  various  ramifications,  would  seem  to  unite 
in  one  universal  demand  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  But  impor- 
tant as  these  considerations  may  appear,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  but 
secondary  to  others.  Texas,  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient  by  herself, 
threw  off  her  dependence  on  Mexico  as  far  back  as  1836,  and  consum- 
mated her  independence  by  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  in  the  same  year, 
since  which  period  Mexico  has  attempted  no  serious  invasion  of  her 
territory,  but  the  contest  has  assumed  features  of  a  mere  border  war, 
characterized  by  acts  revolting  to  humanity.  In  the  year  1836  Texas 
adopted  her  constitution,  under  which  she  has  existed  as  a  sovereign 
power  ever  since,  having  been  recognized  as  such  by  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal powers  of  the  world;  and  contemporaneously  with  its  adoption,  by 
a  solemn  vote  of  her  people,  embracing  all  her  population  but  ninety- 
three  persons,  declared  her  anxious  desire  to  be  admitted  into  association 
with  the  United  States  as  a  portion  of  their  territory.  This  vote,  thus 
solemnly  taken,  has  never  been  reversed,  and  now  by  the  action  of  her 
constituted  authorities,  sustained  as  it  is  by  popular  sentiment,  she  reaf- 
firms her  desire  for  annexation.  This  course  has  been  adopted  by  her 
without  the  employment  of  any  sinister  measures  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  No  intrigue  has  been  set  on  foot  to  accomplish  it.  Texas 
herself  wills  it,  and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  concurring  with 
her,  has  seen  no  sufficient  reason  to  avoid  the  consummation  of  an  act 
esteemed  to  be  so  desirable  by  both.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  Texas 
is  greatly  depressed  in  her  energies  by  her  long-protracted  war  with 
Mexico.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  but  natural  that  she  should 
seek  for  safety  and  repose  under  the  protection  of  some  stronger  power, 
and  it  is  equally  so  that  her  people  should  ttun  to  the  United  States, 
the  land  of  their  birth,  in  the  first  instance  in  the  pursuit  of  such  pro- 
tection. She  has  often  before  made  known  her  wishes,  but  her  advances 
have  to  this  time  been  repelled.  The  Executive  of  the  United  States 
sees  no  longer  any  cause  for  pursuing  such  a  course.  The  hazard  of 
now  defeating  her  wishes  may  be  of  the  most  fatal  tendency.  It  might 
lead,  and  most  probably  would,  to  such  an  entire  alienation  of  sentiment 
and  feeling  as  would  inevitably  induce  her  to  look  elsewhere  for  aid,  and 
force  her  either  to  enter  into  dangerous  alliances  with  other  nations,  who, 
looking  with  more  wisdom  to  their  own  interests,  would,  it  is  fairly  to 
be  presumed,  readily  adopt  such  expedients;  or  she  would  hold  out  the 
proffer  of  discriminating  duties  in  trade  and  commerce  in  order  to  secure 
the  i)eces3ary  assistance.    Whatever  step  she  might  adopt  looking  to 
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tliia  object  would  prove  disastrous  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  inti 
of  the  whole  Union.  To  say  nothing  of  the  irapohcy  of  our  pennitting 
the  canning  trad?  and  home  market  of  such  a  country  to  pass  out  of  oar 
hands  into  those  of  a  commercial  rival,  the  Government,  in  the  first  place, 
would  be  certaiu  to  suffer  most  dLsastrously  in  its  revenue  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  of  smugghug  upon  an  extensive  scale,  which  an 
army  of  custom-house  officers  could  uot  prevent,  and  which  would  oper- 
ate to  affect  injuriously  the  interests  of  all  the  industrial  classes  of  this 
country.  Hence  would  arise  constant  collisions  between  the  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries,  which  would  evermore  endanger  their  peace, 
increase  of  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  would  inequitably 
low,  thus  devoh'ing  upon  the  people  new  and  esttraordinary  burdenal 
order  not  only  to  protect  them  from  the  danger  of  daily  colhsion 
Texas  herself,  but  to  guard  their  border  inhabitants  against 
inroads,  so  easily  excited  on  the  part  of  the  numerous  and  warlike 
of  Indians  dwelling  in  their  neighborhood.  Texas  would  undoubtedly 
be  unable  for  many  years  to  come,  if  at  any  time,  to  resist  unaided  and 
alone  the  military  power  of  the  United  States;  but  it  is  not  extr3\'agant 
to  suppose  that  nations  reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  her  trade,  secured  to 
them  by  ad\'antageous  treaties,  would  be  induced  to  take  port  with  her 
in  any  conflict  with  us,  from  the  strongest  considerations  of  public  policy. 
Such  a  state  of  things  might  subject  to  devastation  the  territory  of  con- 
tiguous States,  and  would  cost  the  country  in  a  single  campaign  more 
treasure,  thrice  told  over,  than  is  stipulated  to  be  paid  and  reimborsed 
by  the  treaty  now  proposed  for  ratification.  I  will  not  permit  my 
dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject.  Consequences  of  a  fatal 
to  the  peace  of  the  Union,  and  even  to  the  presen"atioii  of  the 
itself,  might  be  dwelt  upon.  They  will  not,  however,  fail  to  occur 
mind  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country.  Nor  do  I  indulge  ui  any  i-ague 
conjectures  of  the  future.  The  documents  now  transmitted  along  »iUl 
the  treaty  lead  to  the  conclusion,  as  inevitable,  that  if  the  boon  now 
dered  be  rejected  Texas  will  seek  for  the  friendship  of  others.  In 
templating  such  a  contingency  it  can  nut  t>e  overlooked  that  the  Ut 
States  are  already  abnost  surrounded  by  the  possessions  of  Ei 
powers.  The  Cauadas.  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  isli 
the  American  seas,  with  Texas  trammeled  by  treaties  of  alliance 
commercial  character  differing  in  policy  from  that  of  the  United 
would  complete  the  circle.  Texas  voluntarily  steps  fortli,  upon 
of  perfect  honor  and  good  faith  to  all  nations,  to  ask  to  be  annexi 
the  I'liion.  A.**  an  indei^eitdent  sovereignty  her  right  to  do  this  is  i 
tionable.  In  doing  so  she  gives  no  cause  of  umbrage  to  any  otber 
her  people  de^re  it,  and  there  is  no  5la\'ish  transfer  of  her 
and  independence.  She  has  for  eight  years  maintained  lier  ti 
against  all  efforts  to  sutxluc  her.  She  has  been  recognized  u  iodi 
ent  by  many  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  family  of  natioos. 
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recognition,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  places  her  in  a  position,  without 
giving  any  just  cause  of  umbrage  to  them,  to  surrender  her  sovereignty 
at  her  own  will  and  pleasure.  The  United  States,  actuated  evermore  by 
a  spirit  of  justice,  has  desired  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  render 
justice  to  all.  They  have  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  of  Texas.  We  look  to  her  ample  and  fertile  domain  as  the  certain 
means  of  accomplishing  this;  but  this  is  a  matter  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas,  and  with  which  other  Governments  have  nothing  to 
do.  Our  right  to  receive  the  rich  grant  tendered  by  Texas  is  perfect, 
and  this  Government  should  not,  having  due  respect  either  to  its  own 
honor  or  its  own  interests,  permit  its  course  of  policy  to  be  internipted 
by  the  interference  of  other  powers,  even  if  such  interference  were 
threatened.  The  question  is  one  purely  American.  In  the  acquisi- 
tion, while  we  abstain  most  carefully  from  all  that  could  interrupt  the 
public  peace,  we  claim  the  right  to  exercise  a  due  regard  to  our  own. 
This  Government  can  not  consistently  with  its  honor  permit  any  such 
interference.  With  equal,  if  not  greater,  propriety  might  the  United 
States  demand  of  other  governments  to  surrender  their  numerous  and 
valuable  acquisitions  made  in  past  time  at  numberless  places  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  globe,  whereby  they  have  added  to  their  power  and  enlarged 
their  resources. 

To  Mexico  the  Executive  is  disposed  to  pursue  a  course  conciliatory 
in  its  character  and  at  the  same  time  to  render  her  the  most  ample  jus- 
tice by  conventions  and  stipulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  the  Government.  It  is  actuated  by  no  spirit  of  unjust  aggran- 
dizement, but  looks  only  to  its  own  security.  It  has  made  known  to 
Mexico  at  several  periods  its  extreme  anxiety  to  witness  the  termination 
of  hostiUties  between  that  country  and  Texas.  Its  wishes,  however, 
have  been  entirely  disregarded.  It  has  ever  been  ready  to  urge  an 
adjustment  of  the  dispute  upon  terms  mutually  advantageous  to  both. 
It  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  hear  and  discuss  any  claims  Mexico  may 
think  she  has  on  the  justice  of  the  United  States  and  to  adjust  any  that 
may  be  deemed  to  be  so  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  There  is  no  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  wound  her  pride  or  affect  injuriously  her 
interest,  but  at  the  same  time  it  can  not  compromit  by  any  delay  in  its 
action  the  essential  interests  of  the  United  States.  Mexico  has  no  right 
to  ask  or  expect  this  of  us;  we  deal  rightfully  with  Texas  as  an  inde- 
pendent power.  The  war  which  has  been  waged  for  eight  years  has 
resulted  only  in  the  conviction  with  all  others  than  herself  that  Texas 
can  not  be  reconquered.  I  can  not  but  repeat  the  opinion  expressed  in 
my  message  at  the  opening  of  Congress  that  it  is  time  it  had  ceased.  The 
Executive,  while  it  could  not  look  upon  its  longer  continuance  without 
the  greatest  uneasiness,  has,  nevertheless,  for  all  past  time  preserved  a 
course  of  strict  neutrality.  It  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  of  the 
exhaustion  which  a  war  of  so  long  a  duration  had  produced.    I^east  of  all 
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was  it  ignorant  of  the  anxiety  of  other  powers  to  induce  Mexico  to 
into  terms  of  reconciliation  with  Texas,  which,  affecting  the  domestic 
institutions  of  Texas,  would  operate  most  injuriously  upon  the  United 
States  and  might  most  seriously  threaten  the  existence  of  tliis  happy 
Union.  Nor  could  it  be  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  although  fordgu 
go\'emments  might  disavow  all  design  to  disturb  the  relations  which 
exist  under  the  Constitution  between  these  States,  yet  that  one.  the 
powerful  amongst  them,  had  not  failed  to  declare  its  marked  and  dcdi 
hostility  to  the  chief  feature  in  those  relations  and  its  purpose  on 
suitable  occasions  to  urge  upon  Mexico  the  adoption  of  such  a 
in  negotiating  with  Texas  as  to  produce  the  obUteration  of  that  feal 
from  her  domestic  policy  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  her  recognition 
Mexico  as  an  independent  state.  The  Executive  was  also  aware  of  the 
fact  that  formidable  associations  of  persons,  the  subjects  of  foreign  pow- 
ers, existed,  who  were  directing  their  utmost  efforts  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object.  To  these  conclusions  it  was  inevitably  brought  b)' 
the  docmnents  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  I  repeat,  the  Executive 
saw  Texas  in  a  state  of  almost  hopeless  exhaustion,  and  the  qnestioo 
was  narrowed  down  to  the  simple  proposition  whether  the  United  St 
should  accept  the  boon  of  annexation  upon  fair  and  even  hl>eral 
or.  by  refusing  to  do  so,  force  Texas  to  seek  refuge  in  the  arms  of 
other  power,  either  through  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defcnsii 
or  the  adoption  of  some  other  expedient  which  might  virtually  make 
tributary  to  such  power  and  dependent  upon  it  for  all  futnre  time.  The" 
Executive  has  full  reason  to  lielieve  that  such  would  have  been  the  result 
without  its  interposition,  and  that  such  will  be  the  result  in  the  CT-enl 
either  of  unnecessary  delay  in  the  ratification  or  of  the  rejection  of  Uie 
proposed  treaty. 

In  full  view,  then,  of  the  highest  public  duty,  and  as  a  measure  of  seat- 
rity  against  evils  incalculably  great,  the  Executive  has  entered  into  the 
negotiation,  the  fruits  of  which  are  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  urgent  reasons  which  existed  for  the  step  it  has  taken, 
it  might  safely  inx-oke  the  fact  (which  it  confidently  believes)  that  there 
exists  no  civilized  government  on  earth  having  a  i-oluntarj-  tender  made 
it  of  a  domain  so  rich  and  fertile,  so  replete  with  all  that  can  add  to 
national  greatness  and  wealth,  and  so  necessary  to  its  peace  and  safety 
that  would  reject  the  offer.  Nor  are  other  powers,  Mexico  inclusive, 
likely  in  any  degree  to  be  injuriouslj-  affected  by  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  The  pr(»perity  of  Texas  will  be  equally  interesting  to  all;  a 
the  increase  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  world  that  prosperity 
be  secured  by  annexation. 

But  one  view  of  the  subject  remains  to  be  presented.     It  grows 
the  proposed  enlargement  of  our  territory.     From  this.  I  am  free  to 
fess,  I  see  no  dancer.    The  federati\-e  system  is  ^nsceplibleof  the; 
cxtentaou  compatible  with  the  ability  of  the  representation  of 
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distant  State  or  Territory  to  reach  the  seat  of  Government  in  time  to  par. 
tidpate  in  the  functions  of  legislation  and  to  make  known  the  wants  of 
the  constituent  body.  Our  confederated  Republic  consisted  originally 
of  thirteen  members.  It  now  consists  of  twice  that  number,  while  appli- 
cations are  before  Congress  to  permit  other  additions.  This  addition  of 
new  States  has  served  to  strengthen  rather  than  to  weaken  the  Union. 
New  interests, have  sprung  up,  which  require,  the  united  power  of  all, 
through  the  action  of  the  common  Government,  to  protect  and  defend 
upon  the  high  seas  and  in  foreign  parts.  Each  State  commits  with  per- 
fect security  to  that  common  Government  those  great  interests  growing 
out  of  our  relations  with  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  which  equally 
involve  the  good  of  all  the  States.  Its  domestic  concerns  are  left  to  its 
own  exclusive  management.  But  if  there  were  any  force  in  the  objec- 
tion it  would  seem  to  require  an  immediate  abandonment  of  territorial 
possessions  which  lie  in  the  distance  and  stretch  to  a  far-off  sea,  and  yet 
no  one  would  be  found,  it  is  believed,  ready  to  recommend  such  an  aban- 
donment.    Texas  lies  at  our  very  doors  and  in  our  immediate  vicinity. 

Under  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  I  think 
that  the  interests  of  our  common  constituents,  the  people  of  all  the  States, 
and  a  love  of  the  Union  left  the  Executive  no  other  alternative  than  to 
n^otiate  the  treaty.  The  high  and  solemn  duty  of  ratifying  or  rejecting 
it  is  wisely  devolved  on  the  Senate  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

®**^^-  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  April  22,  184.4., 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  extradition 
lately  concluded  between  the  Governments  of  France  and  the  United 
States,  for  your  approval  and  ratification.  The  reason  upon  which  it  is 
founded  is  explained  on  the  face  of  the  article  and  in  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Pageot  which  accompanies  this  communication. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  April  26,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2 2d  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body  any  communi- 
cation, papers,  or  maps  in  possession  of  this  Government  specifying  the 
southern,  southwestern,  and  western  boundaries  of  Texas,  I  transmit 

• 

a  map  of  Texas  and  the  countries  adjacent,  compiled  in  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  by 
Lieutenant  U.  E.  Emory,  of  that  Corps,  and  also  a  memoir  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  the  same  officer.  jQ jj j^  TYLER. 
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To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  my  annual  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  acagion  of 
Congress  I  informed  the  two  Houses  that  instructions  had  been  given  by 
the  Executive  to  the  United  States  envoy  at  Berlin  to  n^otiate  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  States  composing  the  Germanic  Customs  Union 
for  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  tobacco  and  other  agricultural  produc- 
tions of  the  United  States,  in  exchange  for  concessions  on  our  part  in 
relation  to  certain  articles  of  export  the  product  of  the  skill  and  industry 
of  those  countries.  I  now  transmit  a  treaty  which  proposes  to  carry  into 
e£Fect  the  views  and  intentions  thus  previously  expressed  and  declared, 
accompanied  by  two  dispatches  from  Mr.  Wheaton,  our  minister  at  Ber- 
lin. This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  the  attempt  has 
proved  successful  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  heavy  and  onerous  duties 
to  which  American  tobacco  is  subject  in  foreign  markets,  and,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  greatly  reduced  duties  on  rice  and  lard  and  the  free 
introduction  of  raw  cotton,  for  which  the  treaty  provides,  I  can  not  but 
anticipate  from  its  ratification  important  benefits  to  the  great  agricultural, 
commercial,  and  na\ngating  interests  of  the  United  States.  The  conces- 
sions on  our  part  relate  to  articles  which  are  believed  not  to  enter  inju- 
riously into  competition  with  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  United 
States,  while  a  country  of  great  extent  and  embracing  a  population  of 
28,000,000  human  beings  will  more  thoroughly  than  heretofore  be  thrown 
open  to  the  commercial  enterprise  of  our  fellow-dtizens. 

Inasmuch  as  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  come  to  some  extent  in  con- 
flict with  existing  laws,  it  is  my  intention,  should  it  receive  your  approval 
and  ratification,  to  communicate  a  copy  of  it  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  order  that  that  House  may  take  such  action  upon  it  as  it  may 
deem  necessary  to  give  efficiency  to  its  provisions. 

Aprii.  29.  1844.  J^^^  ^^^^ 

Washington,  April  29, 1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  my  message  of  the 
2 2d  instant,  the  copy  of  a  recent  correspondence*  between  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  and  the  minister  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  this  country. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  April  29,  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared 
in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  loth 

instant,  t  jqhN  TYLER. 

•  With  reference  to  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

t  l^roceedings  under  net  of  March  3,  x^ai-  for  the  relief  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  *Mi**f  in  the 
Territory  of  WiAoonaui. 
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Washington,  May  7,  184.4., 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  dispatch  from  the  British  minister,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  the  30th  April,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  27th  April,  which  has  already  been  com- 
mtmicated  to  the  Senate,  having  relation  to  the  Texas  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  j,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  request- 
ing a  copy  of  additional  papers  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  6,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  the  accompanying  correspondence,  relating  to  the 

treaty  recently  concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin 

with  the  States  comprising  the  Zollverein.  JOHN  TYLER 

To  the  Hmse  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  May  6,  1844. 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  prepared  as  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
i8th  of  January  last.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

To  the  Nous,  0/ Representatives:  Washington.  May  6,  1844. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying  documents  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  all  the  information  that  can  be  now  fur- 
nished by  that  Department,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  i8th  of  January,  respecting  the  allowance  of  claims 
previously  rejected.  ^^^^  ^YLER. 

Washington,  May  7, 1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
New  Granada,  signed  in  the  city  of  Bogota  on  the  6th  of  March  last. 

*  TiKfiamltting  lliU  of  peiBons  employed  by  the  War  Department  since  March  4, 1837,  without 
cspfctB  anthocitjof  law,  etc 
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In  order  that  the  Senate  may  better  tmderstand  the  objects  of  tbe 
veution  and  the  motives  which  have  made  those  objects  dearable  od 
the  part  of  tbe  Uuited  States.  I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  in  the  Senate,  and  between  the  same  Deporlnicnt  and 
Mr,  Blackford,  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Bogota,  who 
concluded  the  convention  on  the  part  of  this  Government. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  May  to,  1&44. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  deem  it  proper  to  transmit  the  accompanying  dispatch,  recently 
received  from  the  United  States  en\-oy  at  London,  haWng  reference  to 
the  treaty  now  before  the  Senate  lately  negotiated  by  Mr.  Wheaton, 
our  envoy  at  Berlin,  with  the  Zollverein. 

I  will  not  withhold  the  expression  of  my  full  assent  to  the  vii 
expressed  by  Mr.  Everett  in  his  conference  with  Lord  Aberdeen. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives: 


Washington,  May  10,  1844. 


I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  and  a 
translation  of  it,  together  with  sundry  other  papers,  by  which  it  will  be 
percei\'ed  thai  His  Highness  has  been  pleased  again  to  offer  to  the  United 
States  a  present  of  Arabian  horses.  These  animals  will  be  in  Washing- 
ton in  a  short  time,  and  will  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  Congress 


no  I 


I 

id  n  I 


may  think  proper  to  direct. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  May  11,  1S44. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  two  a 
ventions  concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin — the 
one  with  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  dated  on  the  loth  day  of  April, 
and  the  other  with  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse,  dated  on  the  26th  day  ol 
March.  1844 — ^for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  daubaine  and  the 
droit  de  detraction  between  those  Governments  and  the  United  States, 
and  I  communicate  with  the  conventions  copies  of  the  corrcspoadeoce 
necessary  to  explain  the  reasons  for  conduding  them. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


g-  I 

n- 


Washinoton,  May  ts,  '844,  ^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  ihe  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  iR.stant.  reqnesting 
to  be  informed  "whether,  since  the  comiuencemeiit  of  the  negotiatioos 
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which  resulted  in  the  treaty  now  before  the  Senate  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  any  military  preparation  has  been  made 
or  ordered  by  the  President  for  or  in  anticipation  of  war,  and,  if  so,  for 
what  cause,  and  with  whom  was  such  war  apprehended,  and  what  are 
the  preparations  that  have  been  made  or  ordered;  has  any  movement 
or  assemblage  or  disposition  of  any  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  been  made  or  ordered  with  a  view  to  such  hostilities;  and 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  orders  or  directions  given 
for  any  such  preparation  or  for  any  such  movement  or  disposition  or  for 
the  future  conduct  of  such  military  or  naval  forces,  *  *  I  have  to  infonn  the 
Senate  that,  in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  Mexico  communicated 
to  this  Government  and  by  me  laid  before  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its 
present  session,  announcing  the  determination  of  Mexico  to  regard  as  a 
declaration  of  war  against  her  by  the  United  States  the  definitive  ratifi- 
cation of  any  treaty  with  Texas  annexing  the  territory  of  that  Republic  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  hope  and  belief  entertained  by  the  Executive 
that  the  treaty  with  Texas  for  that  purpose  would  be  speedily  approved 
and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  it  was  regarded  by  the  Executive  to  have 
become  emphatically  its  duty  to  concentrate  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
its  vicinity,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  as  large  a  portion  of  the  home 
squadron,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Conner,  as  could  well  be  drawn 
together,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assemble  at  Fort  Jesup,  on  the  borders 
of  Texas,  as  large  a  military  force  as  the  demands  of  the  service  at  other 
encampments  would  authorize  to  be  detached.  For  the  number  of  ships 
already  in  the  Gulf  and  the  waters  contiguous  thereto  and  such  as  are 
placed  under  orders  for  that  destination,  and  of  troops  now  assembled 
upon  the  frontier,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  from  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  It  will  also  be  perceived  by 
the  Senate,  by  referring  to  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department  which  are 
herewith  transmitted,  that  the  naval  oflBcer  in  command  of  the  fleet  is 
directed  to  cause  his  ships  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  fleet  of  observa- 
tion and  to  apprise  the  Executive  of  any  indication  of  a  hostile  design 
upon  Texas  on  the  part  of  any  nation  pending  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  treaty,  with  a  view  that  the  same  should  promptly  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  its  mature  deliberation.  At  the  same  time,  it 
is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  declare  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  United 
States  having  by  the  treaty  of  annexation  acquired  a  title  to  Texas  which 
requires  only  the  action  of  the  Senate  to  perfect  it,  no  other  power  could 
be  permitted  to  invade  and  by  force  of  arms  to  possess  itself  ©f  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  Texas  pending  your  deliberations  upon  the  treaty 
without  placing  itself  in  an  hostile  attitude  to  the  United  States  and 
justifying  the  employment  of  any  military  means  at  our  disposal  to  drive 
back  the  invasion.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my  opinion  that  Mexico  or 
a*jy  other  power  will  find  in  your  approval  of  the  treaty  no  just  cause  of 
war  against  the  United  States,  nor  do  I  believe  that  there  is  any  serious 
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hazard  of  war  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of  such  approval.  Nnvrtbelen^ 
every  proper  measure  will  be  resorted  to  by  the  Execnli%-e  to  preserve 
upon  an  honorable  and  just  basis  the  public  peace  by  recondliug  Mexico^ 
through  a  liberal  course  of  policy,  lo  the  treaty. 

JOHN  T^XER, 


Washington',  .Vaj-  /j,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  Untied  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  ' '  whether  a  messenger  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  with 
a  view  to  obtain  her  couseut  to  the  treaty  with  Texas,  and,  if  so.  to  com- 
municate to  tlie  Senate  a  copy  of  the  dispatdies  of  which  he  is  bearer 
and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  said  messenger:  and  also  to  inform 
the  Senate  within  what  time  said  messenger  is  expected  to  return,"  I 
have  to  say  that  no  messenger  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  io  order  to  obtain 
her  assent  to  the  treaty  with  Texas,  tt  not  being  regarded  hy  tlie  Execu- 
tive as  in  any  degree  requisite  to  obtain  such  consent  in  order  (should 
the  Senate  ratify  the  treaty)  to  perfect  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  terTitor>-  thus  acquired,  the  title  to  the  same  being  full  and  perfect 
without  the  assent  of  any  third  power.  The  Executive  has  negotiated 
with  Texas  as  an  independent  power  of  the.  world,  loog  since  recognized 
as  such  by  the  United  States  and  other  powers,  and  as  subordinate  in  all 
her  rights  of  full  sovereignly  to  no  other  power.  A  messenger  has  been 
dispatched  to  our  minister  at  Mexico  as  bearer  of  tile  dispatch  already 
communicated  to  the  Senate,  and  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Green,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  documents  ordered  con- 
Bdentially  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tlie  Senate.  That  dtspatdi  was 
dictated  by  a  desire  to  preserve  the  jieace  of  the  two  countries  by  denying 
to  Mexico  all  pretext  for  assuming  a  belligerent  attitude  to  the  I'nited 
States,  as  she  had  threatened  to  do,  in  the  event  of  the  annexation  c<^ 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  by  the  dispatch  of  her  Government 
was  communicated  by  me  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its  present 
sion.  The  messenger  is  expected  to  return  before  the  15th  of  June 
but  he  may  be  detained  to  a  later  day.  The  recently  appointed 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico  will  be  sent  so  soon  as  the  iinal 
is  had  on  the  question  of  annej^ation,  at  which  time,  and  not  befoi 
his  instructions  be  understandingly  prepared.  lOHN  TYLKtL 

Washingtok,  Afar  r6,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  my  message  communicating  the  treaty  with  Texas  I  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  Texas  was  not  now  annexed  it  was  {>rotiab1e  titat  the  q 
tunity  of  annexing  it  to  Uie  United  States  would  be  lost  forever. 
then  the  subject  has  been  much  agitated,  and  if  an  ofntuott  may  be  for 


^ 
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of  the  chief  ground  of  the  opposition  to  the  treaty,  it  is  not  that  Texas 
ought  not  at  some  time  or  other  to  be  annexed,  but  that  the  present  is 
not  the  proper  time.  It  becomes,  therefore,  important,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  and  is  alike  due  to  the  Senate  and  the  country,  that  I  should 
furnish  any  papers  in  my  possession  which  may  be  calculated  to  impress 
the  Senate  with  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  thus  expressed  by  me. 
With  this  view  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
accompanied  by  various  communications  on  the  subject.  These  com- 
munications are  from  private  sources,  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  a 
resort  must  in  all  such  cases  be  had  chiefly  to  private  sources  of  informa- 
tion, since  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  government,  more  especially 
if  situated  as  Texas  is,  would  be  inclined  to  develop  to  the  worid  its 
ulterior  line  of  poUcy. 

Among  the  extracts  is  one  from  a  letter  from  General  Houston  to  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson,  to  which  I  particularly  invite  your  attention,  and 
another  from  General  Jackson  to  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability,  now 
of  this  place.  Considering  that  General  Jackson  was  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion to  hold  the  freest  and  fullest  interview  with  Mr.  Miller,  the  private 
and  confidential  secretary  of  President  Houston,  who.  President  Houston 
informed  General  Jackson,  "knows  all  his  actions  and  understands  all 
his  motives,'*  and  who  was  authorized  to  communicate  to  General  Jack- 
son the  views  of  the  policy  entertained  by  the  President  of  Texas,  as  well 
applicable  to  the  present  as  the  future;  that  the  declaration  made  by 
General  Jackson  in  his  letter  **that  the  present  golden  moment  to  obtain 
Texas  must  not  be  lost,  or  Texas  might  from  necessity  be  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  England  and  be  forever  lost  to  the  United  States,*'  was  made 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  circumstances,  and  ought  to  be  received  as 
conclusive  of  what  will  be  the  course. of  Texas  should  the  present  treaty 
fail — ^from  this  high  source,  sustained,  if  it  requires  to  be  sustained,  by 
the  accompan5ring  communications,  I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  that 
if  annexation  should  now  fail  it  will  in  all  human  probability  fail  forever. 
Indeed,  I  have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  instructions  have  already 
been  given  by  the  Texan  Government  to  propose  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  forthwith  on  the  failiu-e,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  May  17,  184.4., 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  relating 

to  a  supposed  armistice  between  the  Republics  of  Mexico  and  Texas,  I 

transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it 

was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


320  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Washington,  May  i8, 1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  upon  the 
subject  of  unpublished  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  or 
title  to  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. «  JOHN  TVT  ER 

Washington,  May  18,  1844. 

To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answ^er  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  of 
January  last,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  **  to  cause  to 
be  commimicated  to  that  House  copies  of  all  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commanding  ofiScers  of  the  squadron  stipulated  by  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  of  9th  of  August,  1842,  to  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  *  *  and  also  copies  of  the  * '  instructions  given 
by  the  British  Government  to  their  squadron  stipulated  by  the  same,  if 
such  instructions  have  been  communicated  to  this  Government,"  I  have 
to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests  to  communicate  to  that  body  at 
this  time  copies  of  the  instructions  referred  to.  toHN  TYLER 

To  ifu  House  of  Represmtatives:  Washington.  May  20,  1844. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
2 2d  ultimo,  I  communicate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
embraces  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

^  JL    Lj         r  r>  ^        J  J'  Washington,  May  20,  1844, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  »        ^        >      irir 

I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Na\^,  accom- 
panied by  a  report  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Equipment  and 
a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  Navy,  prepared  at  the 
request  of  the  Secretary,  upon  the  subject  of  a  plan  for  the  establishment 
in  connection  with  the  Government  of  France  of  a  line  of  steamers  be- 
tween the  ports  of  Ha\Te  and  New  York,  with  estimates  of  the  expense 
which  may  be  necessar>'  to  carry  the  said  plan  into  effect. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  23,  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Your  resolution  of  the  i8th  instant,  adopted  in  executive  session, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ad  interim,  has  been  commu- 

*  Relating  to  indemnity  from  Denmark  for  three  ship6  and  their  cargoes  sent  bj  Ooamodore  Joha 
Paul  Jones  in  1779  as  prizes  into  Bergen,  and  there  surrendered  by  ovder  of  Uie  1^**?**  King  to  tlK 
British  minister  f  n  obedience  to  the  demand  of  that  minister. 
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nicated  to  me  by  that  oflScer.  While  I  can  not  recognize  this  call  thus 
made  on  the  head  of  a  Department  as  consistent  wath  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capacity,  which  in  such 
case  can  only  properly  hold  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nevertheless,  from  an  anxious  desire  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate all  such  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  it  with  full  under- 
standing to  act  upon  any  subject  which  may  be  before  it,  I  herewith 
transmit  communications*  which  have  been  made  to  me  by  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  in  full  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate.  ^^^^  TYLER. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  24,  1844, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  t  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  i:he  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8th 
of  January  last.  JOHNTYLER. 


Washington,  May  ji,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant,  request- 
ing information  in  regard  to  any  promise  by  the  President  of  military  or 
other  aid  to  Texas  in  the  event  of  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  that 
Republic  to  annex  herself  to  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

In  my  message  to  the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  this  month  I  adverted  to 
the  duty  which,  in  my  judgment,  the  signature  of  the  treaty  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  had  imposed  upon  me,  to  repel  any  invasion  of  that 
country  by  a  foreign  power  while  the  treaty  was  under  consideration  by 
the  Senate,  and  I  transmitted  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
of  the  Navy,  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  which  had  been  issued  from  those 
Departments  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  execute  that  duty.  In 
those  orders  General  Taylor  was  directed  to  communicate  directly  with  the 
President  of  Texas  upon  the  subject,  and  Captain  Conner  was  instructed 
to  communicate  with  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  accred- 
ited to  that  Government.  No  copy  of  any  communication  which  either 
of  those  oflBcers  may  have  made  piu'suant  to  those  orders  has  yet  been 
received  at  the  Departments  from  which  they  emanated. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

•Relating  to  money  drawn  froty  the  Treasury  to  carry  into  effect  orders  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  made  since  April  12,  1844,  for  stationing  troops  or  increasing  the  military  force 
upon  the  frontlets  of  Texas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  for  placing  a  naval  force  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  etc 

t  Transmitting  list  oC  persons  employed  by  the  Navy  Department  without  express  authority  of 
law  from  March  4, 1837,  to  January  z8, 1844,  etc. 
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Washington,  Jvne  /•.  1S44. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of 
August,  1829,  addressed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  envoy  extraordinar>'  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  Mexico,  which  letter  contains,  it  is  presumed,  the  instmctions 
a  copy  of  which  was  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th 
ultimo  in  executive  session.  TOHN  TVLER. 

Washington, /««^  j.  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  ultimo,  upon  the 
subject  of  a  *  *  private  letter  * '  quoted  in  the  instruction  from  the  late  Mr. 
Upshur  to  the  charg6  d*  affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Texas,  dated  the 
8th  of  August  last,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  TOHV  TYT.EIL 

Washington, /«if^  /.  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday  in  executive  ses- 
sion, requesting  a  copy  of  a  note  supposed  to  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Secretar>'  of  State  by  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
accredited  to  this  Government,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  TOHX  TYLER. 

Washington,  fune  5,  1844. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  pre\nous  Execu- 
tive communications  to  that  body  relating  to  the  same  subject,  the  copy 
of  a  letter*  recently  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  in  London.  TOHN  TYLER- 

Washington,  fune  7,  1844. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  copy  of  a 
letter  recently  addressed  to  the  Secretar>'  of  State  by  the  British  minis- 
ter at  Washington,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  **  whether  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  this  Government  that  an  arrangement  should  be  concloded 
for  the  transmission  through  the  United  States  of  the  mails  to  and  from 

•  Relating  to  the  treaty  of  annexatioii  witb  T< 
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Canada  and  England,  which  are  now  landed  at  Halifax  and  thence  for- 
warded through  the  British  dominions  to  their  destination. ' ' 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  communication  has  been  referred  to 
the  Postmaster-General)  and  his  opinion  respecting  the  proposition  will 
accordingly  be  found  in  his  letter  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  5th 
instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed*  I  lose  no  time  in  recommending 
the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House  and  in  bespeak- 
ing for  it  early  attention.  JOHN  TYLER 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington,  June  <y,  18^^ 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  29th  of  April  last,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report*  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  embraces  the  information  called  for  by  that 
resolution..  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  10,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  treaty  negotiated  by  the  Executive  with  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
without  a  departure  from  any  form  of  proceeding  customarily  observed 
in  the  negotiations  of  treaties  for  the  annexation  of  that  Republic  to  the 
United  States,  having  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  the  subject  hav- 
ing excited  on  the  part  of  the  people  no  ordinary  degree  of  interest,  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  communicate,  for  your  consideration,  the  rejected 
treaty,  together  with  all  the  correspondence  and  documents  which  have 
heretofore  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  its  executive  sessions.  The 
papers  communicated  embrace  not  only  the  series  already  made  public  by 
orders.of  the  Senate,  but  others  from  which  the  veil  of  secrecy  has  not 
been  removed  by  that  body,  but  which  I  deem  to  be  essential  to  a  just 
appreciation  of  the  entire  question.  While  the  treaty  was  pending  before 
the  Senate  I  did  not  consider  it  compatible  with  the  just  rights  of  that 
body  or  consistent  with  the  respect  entertained  for  it  to  bring  this 
important  subject  before  you.  The  power  of  Congress  is,  however,  fully 
competent  in  some  other  form  of  proceeding  to  accomplish  everything 
that  a  formal  ratification  of  the  treaty  could  have  accomplished,  and  I 
therefore  feel  that  I  should  but  imperfectly  discharge  my  duty  to  your- 
selves or  the  country  if  I  failed  to  lay  before  you  everything  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Executive  which  would  enable  you  to  act  with  full  light  on 
the  subject  if  you  should  deem  it  proper  to  take  any  action  upon  it. 

I  regard  the  question  involved  in  these  proceedings  as  one  of  vast 
magnitude  and  as  addressing  itself  to  interests  of  an  elevated  and  endur- 
ing character.     A  Republic  coterminous  in  territory  with  our  own,  of 

*Timiiraiittiiiff  oorretpondeiict  from  x8i6  to  x8ao,  inclusive,  between  United  States  ministen  to 
Spain  and  the  Department  of  State,  between  those  ministers  and  Spanish  secretaries  of  state,  and 
bkwttii  the  Dvpaitmetit  of  State  and  the  Spanish  ministers  accredited  to  the  United  States. 
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itnniense  resources,  wljich  require  only  to  be  brought  under  the  influi 
of  our  confederate  and  free  s>'steni  in  order  to  be  fully  developed,  prom- 
ising at  no  distant  day,  through  the  futility  of  its  soil,  nearly,  if  ttot 
entirely,  to  duplicate  the  exports  of  the  country-,  thereby  making  an 
addition  to  the  carrA'ing  trade  to  an  amount  almost  incalculable  and  gir- 
ing  a  new  impulse  of  immense  importance  to  the  commensal,  mannfac- 
turing,  agricultural,  and  shipping  interests  of  the  Union,  and  at  the  same 
time  affording  protection  to  an  exposed  frontier  and  placing  the  whole 
countr>-  in  a  condition  of  security  and  repose;  a  territory  settled  mostly 
by  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  who  would  bring  back  with  them 
in  the  act  of  reassociation  an  unconquerable  love  of  freedom  and  an  ardent 
attachment  to  our  free  institutions — such  a  question  could  not  fail  to 
interest  most  deeply  in  its  success  those  who  under  the  Constitntica 
have  become  responsible  for  the  faithful  administration  of  public  a&irs. 
I  ha\'e  r^arded  it  as  not  a  little  fortunate  that  the  question  involved 
was  no  way  sectional  or  local,  but  addressed  itself  to  the  interests  di 
ex-ery  part  of  the  country  and  made  its  appeal  to  the  glorj-  of  the  Ameri* 
can  name. 

It  is  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  that  I  have  carefully  reconsid^^d  the 
objections  which  have  been  urged  to  immediate  action  upon  the  subject 
without  in  any  degree  having  been  stmdt  by  their  force.  It  has  been 
objected  that  the  measure  of  annexation  should  be  preceded  b>-  the  con- 
sent of  Mexico.  To  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations  with  Mexico;  to 
concede  to  her,  not  grudgingly,  but  freely,  all  her  rights;  to  negotiate 
fairly  and  frankly  with  her  as  to  the  question  of  boundary;  to  render  her, 
in  a  word,  the  fullest  and  most  ample  recompense  fur  any  loss  she  might 
convince  us  she  had  sustained,  fully  accords  with  the  feelings  and  %-ieirs 
the  Executive  has  alwaj-s  entertained. 

But  negotiation  in  advance  of  annexation  would  prove  not  onlj-  abor- 
tive, but  might  be  regarded  as  offensive  to  Mexico  and  iDSUltlDg  to 
Texas.  Mexico  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  gi\-%  ear  for  a  moment  to  an 
attempt  at  negotiation  in  advance  except  for  the  whole  tenitory  of 
Texas.  While  all  the  world  beside  regards  Texas  as  an  independent 
power,  Mexico  chooses  to  look  upon  her  as  a  revolted  province.  Nor 
could  we  negotiate  with  Mexico  for  Texas  without  admitting  that  oH' 
recognition  of  her  independence  was  fraudulent,  dclua\e,  or  void.  Il 
is  only  after  acquiring  Texas  that  the  question  of  boundary  can  arise 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico — a  question  purposely  left  open 
for  negotiation  nnth  Mexico  as  affording  the  best  opportunity  for  llie  i 
most  friendly  and  pacific  arTangeinents.  The  Executive  has  dealt  V 
Texas  as  a  power  iudependent  of  all  others,  both  de  fofio  and  de  jA 
She  was  an  independent  State  of  the  Confederation  of  Mexkan  I 
hcs.  When  by  violent  revolution  Mexico  declared  the  Confedcratioo  atfl 
end,  Texas  owed  her  no  longer  allegiance,  but  claimed  and  has  mainta 
the  r^ht  for  eight  ^-efifs  to  a  sepanlc  and  distinct  jiositiDn. 
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that  period  no  army  has  invaded  her  with  a  view  to  her  reconquest;  and 
if  she  has  not  yet  established  her  right  to  be  treated  as  a  nation  inde- 
pendent de  f(uto  and  de  jure,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  at  what  period 
she  will  attain  to  that  condition. 

Nor  can  we  by  any  fair  or  any  legitimate  inference  be  accused  of  vio- 
lating any  treaty  stipulations  with  Mexico.  The  treaties  with  Mexico 
give  no  g^uaranty  of  any  sort  and  are  coexistent  with  a  similar  treaty 
with  Texas.  So  have  we  treaties  with  most  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
which  are  equally  as  much  violated  by  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  as  would  be  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  treaty  is  merely 
commercial  and  intended  as  the  instrument  for  more  accurately  defining 
the  rights  and  securing  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  each  country. 
What  bad  faith  can  be  implied  or  charged  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  successfully  negotiating  with  an  independent  power 
upon  any  subject  not  violating  the  stipulations  of  such  treaty  I  confess 
my  inability  to  discern. 

The  objections  which  have  been  taken  to  the  enlargement  of  our  terri- 
tory were  urged  with  much  zeal  against  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and 
yet  the  futility  of  such  has  long  since  been  fully  demonstrated.  Since 
that  period  a  new  power  has  been  introduced  into  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
which  has  for  all  practical  purposes  brought  Texas  much  nearer  to  the 
seat  of  Government  than  Louisiana  was  at  the  time  of  its  annexation. 
Distant  regions  are  by  the  application  of  the  steam  engine  brought 
within  a  close  proximity. 

With  the  views  which  I  entertain  on  the  subject,  I  should  prove  faith- 
less to  the  high  trust  which  the  Constitution  has  devolved  upon  me  if  I 
neglected  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  it 
at  the  earliest  moment  that  a  due  respect  for  the  Senate  would  allow  me 
so  to  do.  I  should  find  in  the  urgency  of  the  matter  a  sufficient  apology, 
if  one  was  wanting,  since  annexation  is  to  encounter  a  great,  if  not  certain, 
hazard  of  final  defeat  if  something  be  not  now  done  to  prevent  it.  Upon 
this  point  I  can  not  too  impressively  invite  your  attention  to  my  message 
of  the  1 6th  of  May  and  to  the  documents  which  accompany  it,  which 
have  not  heretofore  been  made  public.  If  it  be  objected  that  the  names 
of  the  writers  of  some  of  the  private  letters  are  withheld,  all  that  I  can 
say  is  that  it  is  done  for  reasons  regarded  as  altogether  adequate,  and  that 
the  writers  are  persons  of  the  first  respectability  and  citizens  of  Texas, 
and  have  such  means  of  obtaining  information  as  to  entitle  their  state- 
ments to  full  credit.  Nor  has  an3rthing  occurred  to  weaken,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  much  to  confirm,  my  confidence  in  the  statements  of  General 
Jackson,  and  my  own  statement,  made  at  the  dose  of  that  message,  in  the 
belief,  amounting  almost  to  certainty,  **that  instructions  have  already 
been  given  by  the  Texan  Government  to  propose  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  forthwith  on  the  failure  [of  the  treaty] ,  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  oommeroe  and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive." 


326 


Messages  and  Papers  <fthe  Presidenis 


I  also  particularly  imite  j-onr  atteotion  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  E' 
our  envoy  at  London,  containing  an  account  of  a  converaatioa  ii 
House  of  Lords  which  lately  occorred  between  Lord  Brougham  and 
Aberdeen  in  relation  to  the  question  of  ant>exation.  Noc  can  I 
without  the  expression  of  some  suiprise  at  the  language  oi  the 
ter  of  foreign  affairs  employed  upon  the  occasion.  Thai  a 
which  is  made  what  it  now  is  by  repeated  acts  of  annexatiop — 
with  the  time  of  the  heptarchy  and  concluding  with  the  annexatiop  of 
the  Kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  Scotland — sbould  perceive  any  principle 
either  novel  or  serious  in  the  late  proceedings  of  the  American  Exectnive 
in  regard  to  Texas  is  well  calculated  to  excite  surprise.  If  it  be  pre- 
tended that  because  of  commercia!  or  political  relations  which  may  exist 
between  tbe  two  countries  n«tber  has  a  right  to  part  with  its  sovw- 
eignt>',  and  that  no  llurd  power  can  change  those  relations  by  a  volun- 
tary treaty  of  union  or  annexation,  th^i  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  an 
annexation  to  be  achie^-ed  by  force  c^  arms  in  the  prosecution  of  a  joat 
and  necessar>'  war  could  in  no  way  be  justified;  and  yet  it  is  pnsnmed 
that  Great  Britain  would  be  tbe  last  nation  in  the  world  to  maintain  any 
such  doctrine.  The  commercial  and  political  relations  of  many  of  the 
cotintriesof  Europe  have  undergone  repeated  changes  by  voluntary  ti*«- 
ties,  by  conquest,  and  by  partitions  uf  their  territories  wilhuut  aay  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  under  the  public  law.  The  question,  in  this  view  of 
it,  can  be  considered  as  neither  "serious"  nor  "novel."  I  will  not  per- 
mit m>'self  to  belie^'e  that  the  British  minister  designed  to  bring  hjimifrlf 
to  any  such  conclusion,  but  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  lilind  to  the  fact 
that  the  statements  contained  in  Mr.  Everett's  dispatch  are  welt  worthy 
of  serious  consideration.  The  Government  and  people  of  the  L'nited 
States  ha\'e  never  evinced  nor  do  they  feel  any  desire  to  interfere 
public  questions  not  affecting  the  relations  existing  between  tbe  Si 
of  the  American  continent.  We  Iea\-e  the  European  powers  exdi 
control  o\-er  matters  affecting  their  continent  and  the  relations  uf 
different  States;  the  United  States  claim  a  similar  exemption  from 
such  interference  on  their  part.  The  treaty  with  Texas  was  negotial 
from  considerations  of  high  public  policy,  influencing  the  condtid 
(he  two  Republics.  \^'e  have  treated  with  Texas  as  an  independeiit 
power  solely  with  a  view  of  bettering  the  condition  of  tbe  two  comitries. 
If  annexation  in  any  form  occur,  it  will  arise  from  tbe  free  and  unfet- 
tered action  of  tbe  people  of  the  two  cotmtries.  and  it  seems  altogether 
becoming  in  me  to  say  that  the  honor  of  the  country,  the  dignity  of  the 
American  name,  and  the  permanent  interests  of  the  United  Slates 
forbid  acquiescence  in  auy  such  interference.  Xu  one  can  more  I 
appreciate  the  value  of  peace  to  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
aitd  the  capacity  gf  each  to  do  injury  to  the  other  than  myself,  hot 
can  best  be  preserved  bjr  maintaitung  firtBly  tbe  rigbu  which 
It  oonuntmity. 


orthy 
'nited  I 
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So  much  have  I  considered  it  proper  for  me  to  say;  and  it  becomes 
me  only  to  add  that  while  I  have  regarded  the  annexation  to  be  accom- 
plished by  treaty  as  the  most  suitable  form  in  which  it  could  be  effected, 
should  Congress  deem  it  proper  to  resort  to  any  other  expedient  compati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  and  likely  to  accomplish  the  object  I  stand 
prepared  to  yield  my  most  prompt  and  active  cooperation. 

The  great  question  is  not  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  done, 
but  whether  it  shall  be  accomplished  or  not. 

The  responsibility  of  deciding  this  question  is  now  devolved  upon  you. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  June  10,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  supposed  employment  of  Mr.  Duff  Green  in  Europe 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  12,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant, 
calling  for  a  correspondence  *  between  the  late  minister  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico  and  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  Republic, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  TOHN  TVT  FR 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States-  Washington,  June,  1844. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  the  President 
to  lay  before  that  body,  confidentially,  *  *  a  copy  of  any  instructions  which 
may  have  been  given  by  the  Executive  to  the  American  minister  in 
England  on  the  subject  of  the  title  to  and  occupation  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841;  also  a  copy  of  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  passed  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  the  subject  since  that  time,"  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  subject-matter 
to  which  the  resolution  refers  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  communicate 
the  information  requested  by  the  Senate.  JOHN  TYLKR 

*  On  the  tubject  of  an  order  Issued  by  the  Mexican  Government  expelling  all  natives  of  the 
United  States  from  Upper  California  and  other  departments  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  of 
Um  order  pfohiUtitiff  foreignen  the  privilege  of  the  retail  trade  in  Mexico. 
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Washington,  Jmne  rj.  /Sf4. 
T0  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  Slates: 

I  herevfith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their 
resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  with 
the  correspoudence  *  therein  refeired  to.  lOHN  TYLER 


Washixgtom,  June  17,  rS^ 
The  President  of  the  Senate: 

1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary-  of  State,  in  answer 
resolution  o(  the  1 2th  instant.  Although  the  contingent  fnnd  for  foreifin 
iiitercouiK  has  for  all  time  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President, 
to  be  expended  for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  fund  witboat  any 
requisitioD  upon  him  for  a  disclosure  of  the  names  of  persons  etnploytd 
by  him.  the  objects  of  their  emploj-ment,  or  the  amount  paid  to  any  par- 
ticular person,  and  although  any  such  disclosures  might  in  many  cases 
disappoint  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  appropriation  of  that  fund. 
yet  in  this  particular  tustauce  I  feel  no  desire  to  n-ithhold  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Duff  Green  was  employed  by  the  Executive  to  collect  such  infonna- 
tioo,  from  prii'ate  or  other  sources,  as  was  deemed  important  to  assist 
the  Executive  in  undertaking  a  negotiation  then  contemplated,  but  after- 
wards abandoned,  upon  an  important  subject,  and  that  there  was  paid  to 
him  through  the  hands  of  the  Secrelarj-  of  State  Ji.ooo,  in  futl  for  all 
such  ser\'ice.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  Mr.  Green  afterwards  presented 
a  claim  for  an  additional  allowance,  which  has  been  neither  allowed 
recognized  as  correct. 


Mtol  I 

jTcign         1 
idenL  I 


JOHN  TYLEl 


n  the  Senate:  Washington,  /vne  ry.  rSff. 

I  have  learned  that  the  Senate  has  laid  on  the  table  the  noniination, 
heretofore  made,  of  Reuben  H.  Walworth  to  be  an  associate  jnstice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  place  of  Smith  Thompson,  deceased.  I  am 
informed  that  a  large  amount  of  business  has  accumulated  in  the  second 
district,  and  that  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  judge  for  that  circuit 
is  essential  to  the  administration  of  justice.  Under  these  drcumstaaces 
1  feel  it  my  duty  to  withdraw  the  name  of  Mr.  Walworth,  whose  appoint- 
ment the  Senate  by  their  action  seems  not  non'  prepared  to  coafiim,  in  the 
e  that  another  name  may  be  more  acceptable, 
le  circumstances  under  which  the  Senate  heretofore  decUned  lo  ad^w 

i  consent  to  the  nomination  of  John  C.  Spencer  have  so  Ur  duoged 
as  to  justify  me  in  my  again  submitting  his  name  to  their  cansideratioa- 

I  therefore  nominate  John  C.  Spencer,  of  Xew  York,  to  be  appointed  an 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Coiut,  in  the  place  of  Smith  ThomiMaai 
deceased. 


JOHN  TVL 


n  irktln  letluiteia  eucMd  by  1>M  Oil  i  ll.»i«  ■w 
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VETO  MESSAGES.* 

Washington,  December  18,  184.3, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  received  within  a  few  hours  of  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress 
a  resolution  ''directing  payment  of  the  certificates  or  awards  issued  by 
the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. ' '  Its 
provisions  involved  principles  of  great  importance,  in  reference  to  which 
it  required  more  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  than  was 
allowed. 

The  balance  of  the  fund  provided  by  Congress  for  satisfying  claims 
under  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty,  referred  to  in  the 
resolution,  is  wholly  insufficient  to  meet  the  claims  still  pending.  To 
direct  the  payment,  therefore,  of  the  whole  amount  of  those  claims  which 
happened  to  be  first  adjudicated  would  prevent  a  ratable  distribution  of 
the  fund  among  those  equally  entitled  to  its  benefits.  Such  a  violation 
of  the  individual  rights  of  the  claimants  would  impose  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  obligation  of  making  further  appropriations  to  indemnify  them, 
and  thus  Congress  would  be  obliged  to  enlarge  a  provision,  liberal  and 
equitable,  which  it  had  made  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  demands  of 
the  Cherokees.  I  was  unwilling  to  sanction  a  measure  which  would  thus 
indirectly  overturn  the  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  the  Cherokees, 
accomplished  with  so  much  difficulty,  and  to  which  time  is  reconciling 
those  Indians. 

If  no  such  indemnity  should  be  provided,  then  a  palpable  and  very 
gross  wrong  would  be  inflicted  upon  the  claimants  who  had  not  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  their  claims  taken  up  in  preference  to  others. 
Besides,  the  fund  having  been  appropriated  by  law  to  a  specific  purpose, 
in  fulfillment  of  the  treaty,  it  belongs  to  the  Cherokees,  and  the  authority 
of  this  Government  to  direct  its  application  to  particular  claims  is  more 
than  questionable. 

The  direction  in  the  joint  resolution,  therefore,  to  pay  the  awards  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  seemed  to  me  quite  objec- 
tionable, and  could  not  be  approved. 

The  further  direction  that  the  certificates  required  to  be  issued  by  the 
treaty,  and  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  board  heretofore,  shall 
be  proper  and  sufficient  vouchers,  upon  which  payments  shall  be  made  at 
the  Treasury,  is  a  departure  from  the  system  established  soon  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  maintained  ever  since.  That  system 
requires  that  payments  under  the  authority  of  any  Department  shall 
be  made  upon  its  requisition,  countersigned  by  the  proper  Auditor  and 
Comptroller.  The  greatest  irregularity  would  ensue  from  the  mode  of 
payment  prescribed  by  the  resolution. 

*  The  first  is  s  pocket  veta 
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I  have  deemed  it  respectful  and  proper  to  lay  before  the  Hoase  I 
Representatives  these  reasons  for  ha^nng  withheld  ray  apprirval  of  tld 
above-mentioned  joint  resolution.  TOHV  TYLER    ' 

WASHniGTON,  JtiMe  II,  1844. 
To  the  llousf  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  to  the  House  of  Represeatatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain harbors  and  rivers."  xnth  the  following  objections  to  its  becoming 
a  law: 

At  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  each  State  was  possessed  of  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  sovereignty  and  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  o%-er  ad 
streams  and  water  courses  within  its  territorial  limits.  The  Articles  of 
Confederation  in  no  way  affected  this  authority  or  jurisdiction,  and  the 
present  Constitution,  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  defects 
which  existed  in  the  original  Articles,  expressly  reserves  to  the  States  all 
powers  not  delegated.  No  such  surrender  of  jurisdiction  is  made  by  the 
States  to  this  Gmerament  by  any  express  grant,  and  if  it  is  possessed  it 
is  to  be  deduced  from  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  in^-ests  Con- 
gress with  authority  "to  make  all  laws  which  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution ' '  the  granted  powers.  There  is,  in  ray  view  of 
the  subject,  no  pretense  whatever  for  the  claim  to  power  which  the  b" 
now  returned  substantially  sets  up.  The  inferential  power,  in  otder  lo  b 
legitimate,  must  le  clearly  and  plainly  incidental  to  some  granted  \ 
and  necessarj'  to  its  exercise.  To  refer  it  to  the  head  of  cou\-eniei 
or  usefulness  would  be  to  throw  open  the  door  lo  a  boundless  and  unhm 
itcd  discretion  and  lo  invest  Congress  with  an  unrestrained  authodtyjl 
The  power  to  remove  obstructions  from  the  water  courses  of  the  States 
is  claimed  under  the  granted  power  "to  regulate  coromerce  with  foreign 
nations,  among  the  several  Stales,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  but  the 
plain  an<l  obvious  meaning  of  this  grant  is  that  Congress  may  odoj 
rules  and  regulations  prescribing  the  terms  and  conditions  ou  nbicb  thl 
citizens  of  the  United  States  may  carry  on  commercial  operations  witl 
foreign  states  or  kingdoms,  and  on  which  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  fo( 
eign  states  or  kingdoms  may  prosecute  trade  wilh  the  United  States  a 
either  of  them.  And  so  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  I 
several  Stales  no  more  in^Trsts  Congress  with  jnrisdictiou  wer  the  « 
courses  of  the  States  than  the  first  liranch  of  the  grant  docs  over  t 
water  courses  of  foreign  powers,  which  would  lie  an  absurdity. 

The  right  of  common  use  of  the  people  of  the  United  Sutes  to  t 
navigable  waters  of  each  and  even,-  State  arises  from  the  cxpteM  n 
lation  contained  in  the  Constitution  that ' '  the  citizens  of  each  Slate  si 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citiaerai  in  the  sevi 
States."     While.. therefore,  the  navigation  of  any  ri^-vi  in  any 
is  1^*  the  laws  of  such  State  allowed  lo  the  dtizeus  thereof,  the  % 
•fan  MOind  by  the  Coustitatitm  of  tb«  Unitad  Staus  on  the  same 
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and  conditions  to  the  citizens  of  every  other  State;  and  so  of  any  other 
privilege  or  immunity. 

The  application  of  the  revenue  of  this  Government,  if  the  power  to  do 
so  was  admitted,  to  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  by  removing 
obstructions  or  otherwise  would  be  for  the  most  part  productive  only  of 
local  benefit.  The  consequences  might  prove  disastrously  ruinous  to  as 
many  of  our  fellow-citizens  as  the  exercise  of  such  power  would  benefit. 
I  will  take  one  instance  furnished  by  the  present  bill — out  of  no  invidi- 
ous feeling,  for  such  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  feel,  but  because  of 
my  greater  familiarity  with  locations — in  illustration  of  the  above  opinion: 
Twenty  thousand  dollars  are  proposed  to  be  appropriated  toward  improv- 
ing the  harbor  of  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Such  improvement 
would  furnish  advantages  to  the  city  of  Richmond  and  add  to  the  value  of 
the  property  of  its  citizens,  while  it  might  have  a  most  disastrous  influence 
over  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Petersburg,  which  is  situated  some  25 
miles  distant  on  a  branch  of  James  River,  and  which  now  enjoys  its  fair 
portion  of  the  trade.  So,  too,  the  improvement  of  James  River  to  Rich- 
mond and  of  the  Appomattox  to  Petersburg  might,  by  inviting  the  trade 
to  those  two  towns,  have  the  effect  of  prostrating  the  town  of  Norfolk. 
This,  too,  might  be  accomplished  without  adding  a  single  vessel  to  the 
number  now  engaged  in  the  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  or  bringing 
into  the  Treasury  a  dollar  of  additional  revenue.  It  would  produce,  most 
probably,  the  single  effect  of  concentrating  the  commerce  now  profitably 
enjoyed  by  three  places  upon  one  of  them.  This  case  furnishes  an  apt 
illustration  of  the  effect  of  this  bill  in  several  other  particulars. 

There  can  not,  in  fact,  be  drawn  the  slightest  discrimination  between 
the  improving  the  streams  of  a  State  under  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce and  the  most  extended  system  of  internal  improvements  on  land. 
The  excavating  a  canal  and  paving  a  road  are  equally  as  much  incidents 
to  such  claim  of  power  as  the  removing  obstructions  from  water  courses; 
nor  can  such  power  be  restricted  by  any  fair  course  of  reasoning  to  the 
mere  fact  of  making  the  improvement.  It  reasonably  extends  also  to 
the  right  of  seeking  a  return  of  the  means  expended  through  the  exaction 
of  tolls  and  the  levying  of  contributions.  Thus,  while  the  Constitution 
denies  to  this  Government  the  privilege  of  acquiring  a  property  in  the 
soil  of  any  State,  even  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  necessary  fortifica- 
tion, without  a  grant  from  such  State,  this  claim  to  power  would  invest  it 
with  control  and  dominion  over  the  waters  and  soil  of  each  State  without 
restriction.    Power  so  incongruous  can  not  exist  in  the  same  instrument. 

The  bill  is  also  liable  to  a  serious  objection  because  of  its  blending 
appropriations  for  numerous  objects  but  few  of  which  agree  in  their 
general  features.  This  necessarily  produces  the  effect  of  embarrassing 
Executive  action.  Some  of  the  appropriations  would  receive  my  sanction 
if  separated  from  the  rest,  however  much  I  might  deplore  the  reproduc- 
tion of  a  system  which  for  some  time  past  has  been  permitted  to  sleep 
with  apparently  the  acquiescence  of  the  country.  I  might  particularize 
tht  Dtlawart  Brtakwater  as  an  improvement  which  looks  to  the  security 
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from  the  storms  of  our  extended  Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  %-essel5  of  al! 
countrj-  engaged  either  in  the  foreign  or  the  coastwise  trade,  as  well 
the  safety  of  the  revenue;  but  wheu.  in  connection  with  that,  the 
bill  embraces  improv-ements  of  rivers  at  points  far  in  the  iateiior, 
nected  alone  \pith  the  trade  of  such  river  and  the  exertion  of  mere  local 
influences,  no  alternative  is  left  mc  but  to  use  the  qualified  veto  Krith 
which  the  Executive  is  invested  by  the  Constitution,  and  to  return  the 
bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  for  its  ultimate  teconsideratioQ 
and  decision. 

In  sanctioning  a  bill  of  the  same  title  with  that  returned,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  chief  tributaries  and  certain 
harlx^rs  on  the  Lakes,  if  I  bring  myself  apparently  in  conflict  with  any 
of  the  principles  herein  asserted  it  will  arise  on  my  part  exclusively  from 
the  want  of  a  just  appredation  of  localities.  The  Missisdppi  occupies 
a  footing  altogether  different  from  the  rivers  and  \vater  courees  of  the 
different  States.  No  one  State  or  any  number  of  States  can  exi 
any  other  jurisdiction  over  it  than  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and 
e  of  civil  process.  It  belongs  to  no  particular  State  or  States, 
1  right,  by  express  reservation,  to  all  the  States.  It  is  n 
as  a  great  common  highway  for  the  commerce  of  the  whole  countr>'.  To 
have  conceded  to  Louisiana,  or  to  any  other  State  admitted  as  a  new 
State  into  the  Union,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  consequently 
right  to  make  improvements  and  to  levj'  tolls  on  the  segments  of  the  ri' 
embraced  within  its  territorial  limits,  would  have  been  to  hare 
pointed  the  chief  object  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  which  was  to 
the  free  use  of  the  Mis,^ssippi  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  levies  on  commerce  were  made  by  a  foreign  or  domestic  gov- 
ernment would  have  been  equally  burdensome  and  objectionable.  The 
United  States,  therefore,  is  charged  with  its  improvemeot  for  the  bencGt 
of  all,  and  the  appropriation  of  governmental  means  to  Its  impr(>veaient 
becomes  indispensably  necessary-  for  the  good  of  all. 

As  to  the  harbors  on  the  Lakes,  the  act  originates  no  new  impra^'%- 
ments,  but  makes  appropriations  for  the  continuance  of  works  already 
begun. 

It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  construct  good  harbore, 
without  reference  to  the  location  or  interests  of  cities,  for  the  shelter  of 
tile  extensive  commerce  of  the  Lakes  as  to  build  breakwaters  on  tlw 
Atlantic  coast  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  thai  ocean.  These  great 
inland  seas  are  visited  by  destructive  storms,  and  the  auuttal  loss  of 
ships  and  cargoes,  and  consequently  of  re\'enuc  to  the  Ckivemment, 
immense.  If,  then,  there  be  any  work  embraced  by  that  act 
is  not  required  in  order  to  afford  shelter  and  security  to  the  sbi] 
Bgainst  the  tempests  which  so  often  sweep  over  those  great  inland 
but  has,  on  the  contrary,  origioated  more  in  a  spirit  of  v^ 
and  local  Uitercbt  tluu  in  one  of  the  character  alloded  to.  the 


I 
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Representatives  will  regard  my  approval  of  the  bill  more  as  the  result 
of  misinformation  than  any  design  to  abandon  or  modify  the  principles 
laid  down  in  this  message.  Every  system  is  liable  to  run  into  abuse, 
and  none  more  so  than  that  under  consideration;  and  measures  can  not 
be  too  soon  taken  by  Congress  to  guard  against  this  evil. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Circular.* 
Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  2p,  184.4., 
Sir:  It  has  become  my  most  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
sudden  and  violent  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  late  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States.  This  afflicting  dispensation  occurred  on 
the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  from  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  great  guns 
on  board  the  Government  steamship  Princeton,  near  Alexandria,  on  her 
return  from  an  excursion  of  pleasure  down  the  river  Potomac.  By  this 
most  unfortimate  accident  several  of  our  distinguished  citizens,  amongst 
whom  were  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy,  were  immediately 
killed,  and  many  other  persons  mortally  wounded  or  severely  injured. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  officers  connected  with  the  State 
Department,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  shall  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mourning,  in  token  of  their  grief  and  of  respect  for  the  memor>^  of  Mr. 
Upshur,  dtuing  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving  this  order. 

In  consequence  of  this  event,  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  charge 
me  ad  interim  with  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  I  have 
accordingly  this  day  Entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NEI.SON. 

General  Orders. 

War  Department,  February  2p,  1844. 

In  the  deepest  grief  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  instructed 
the  undersigned  to  announce  to  the  Army  that  from  the  accidental  explo- 
sion of  a  gun  yesterday  on  board  the  United  States  steamship  Princeton 
the  country  apd  its  Government  lost  at  the  same  moment  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Hon.  T.  W.  Gilmer. 

Called  but  a  few  days  since  to  preside  over  the  administration  of  the 
War  Department,  it  is  pecuUarly  painful  to  the  undersigned  that  his  first 
official  communication  to  the  Army  should  be  the  announcement  of  a 

*  Sent  to  all  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States. 
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calamity  depriving  the  country  of  the  public  services  of  two  of  our  most 
accomplished  statesmen  and  popular  and  deeply  esteemed  fellow-citizens. 
Their  virtues,  talents,  and  patriotic  services  will  ever  be  retained  in  the 
grateful  recollection  of  their  countrymen  and  perpetuated  upon  the  pages 
of  the  history  of  our  common  country. 

Deep  as  may  be  the  gloom  which  spreads  over  the  community,  it  has 
pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  Events  to  add  another  shade  to  it  by 
blending  in  this  melancholy  catastrophe  the  deaths  of  an  eminent  citizen, 
Virgil  Maxcy,  esq.,  lately  charg6  d'affaires  to  Belgium;  a  gallant  and 
meritorious  officer  of  the  Navy,  a  chief  of  a  bureau,  Captain  B.  Kennon, 
and  a  private  citizen  of  New  York  of  high  and  estimable  character, 
besides  others,  citizens  and  sailors,  either  killed  or  wounded. 

As  appropriate  honors  to  the  memory  of  these  distinguished  Secreta- 
ries, half-hour  guns  will  be  fired  at  every  military  post  furnished  with 
the  proper  ordnance  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  from  sunrise 
to  sunset.  The  national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-staff  during  the 
same  time.  And  all  officers  of  the  Army  will  wear  for  three  months 
the  customary  badge  of  mourning.  VJVi  WILKINS 

Secretary  of  War. 

Gbnkrai^  Ordbr. 

Navy  Department,  February  ^p,  1844. 

As  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Gilmer,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  career  at  his  entrance  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  would  have  been  nobly  maintained  by  that  ability 
and  vigor  of  which  his  whole  previous  life  had  been  the  guaranty,  the 
flags  of  all  vessels  in  commission,  navy-yards,  and  stations  are  to  be 
hoisted  at  lialf-mast  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  minute 
g^ns  to  the  number  of  seventeen  are  to  be  fired,  between  sunrise  and 
sunset,  and  crape  is  to  be  worn  on  the  left  arm  and  upon  the  sword  for 
the  space  of  three  months. 

By  command  of  the  President :  ^  WARRINGTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  ad  interim. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December^,  ^^44* 

To  the  S^iate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

We  have  continued  cause  for  expressing  our  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  our  country, 
under  His  kind  providence,  has  enjoyed  during  the  past  year.  Notwith- 
standing the  exciting  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed,  nothing 
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has  occurred  to  disturb  the  general  peace  or  to  derange  the  harmony  of 
our  political  system.  The  great  moral  spectacle  has  been  exhibited 
of  a  nation  approximating  in  number  to  20,000,000  people  having  per- 
formed the  high  and  important  function  of  electing  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate for  the  term  of  four  years  without  the  commission  of  any  acts  of 
violence  or  the  manifestation  of  a  spirit  of  insubordination  to  the  laws. 
The  great  and  inestimable  right  of  suffrage  has  been  exercised  by  all 
who  were  invested  with  it  under  the  laws  of  the  different  States  in  a 
spirit  dictated  alone  by  a  desire,  in  the  selection  of  the  agent,  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  country  and  to  place  beyond  jeopardy  the  institutions 
under  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live.  That  the  deepest  interest  has 
been  manifested  by  all  our  countrymen  in  the  result  of  the  election  is  not 
less  true  than  highly  creditable  to  them.  Vast  multitudes  have  assem- 
bled from  time  to  time  at  various  places  for  the  purpose  of  canvassing  the 
merits  and  pretensions  of  those  who  were  presented  for  their  suffrages, 
but  no  armed  soldiery  has  been  necessary  to  restrain  within  proper  limits 
the  popular  zeal  or  to  prevent  violent  outbreaks.  A  principle  much 
more  controlling  was  found  in  the  love  df  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws, 
which,  with  mere  individual  exceptions,  everywhere  possesses  the  Ameri- 
can mind,  and  controls  with  an  influence  far  more  powerful  than  hosts 
of  armed  men.  We  can  not  dwell  upon  this  picture  without  recognizing 
in  it  that  deep  and  devoted  attachment  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the 
institutions  under  which  we  live  which  proclaims  their  perpetuity.  The 
great  objection  which  has  always  prevailed  against  the  election  by  the 
people  of  their  chief  executive  ofRcer  has  been  the  apprehension  of 
tumults  and  disorders  which  might  involve  in  ruin  the  entire  Govern- 
ment. A  security  against  this  is  found  not  only  in  the  fact  before  alluded 
to,  but  in  the  additional  fact  that  we  live  under  a  Confederacy  embracing 
already  twenty-six  States,  no  one  of  which  has  power  to  control  the  elec- 
tion. The  popular  vote  in  each  State  is  taken  at  the  time  appointed  by 
the  laws,  and  such  vote  is  announced  by  the  electoral  college  without 
reference  to  the  decision  of  other  States.  The  right  of  suffrage  and  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  election  are  regulated  by  the  laws  of  each  State, 
and  the  election  is  distinctly  federative  in  all  its  prominent  features. 
Thus  it  is  that,  unlike  what  might  be  the  results  under  a  consolidated 
system,  riotous  proceedings,  should  they  prevail,  could  only  affect  the 
elections  in  single  States  without  disturbing  to  any  dangerous  extent 
the  tranquiUity  of  others.  The  great  experiment  of  a  political  confed- 
eration each  member  of  which  is  supreme  as  to  all  matters  appertaining 
to  its  local  interests  and  its  internal  peace  and  happiness,  while  by  a 
•voluntary  compact  with  others  it  confides  to  the  united  power  of  all  the 
protection  of  its  citizens  in  matters  not  domestic  has  been  so  far  crowned 
with  complete  success.  The  world  has  witnessed  its  rapid  growth  in 
wealth  and  population,  and  under  the  guide  and  direction  of  a  superin- 
tending Providence  the  developments  of  the  past  may  be  regarded  but 
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as  the  shadowing  forth  of  -the  mighty  future.  In  the  bright  prospects 
that  future  we  shall  find,  as  patriots  and  philanthropists,  the  higiu 
inducements  to  cultivate  and  cherish  a  love  of  union  and  to  frown 
every  measure  or  effort  which  may  be  made  to  alienate  the  States  or 
people  of  the  States  in  sentiment  and  feeling  from  each  other,  A  rigid 
and  close  adherence  to  the  terms  of  our  political  compact  and,  ab(n*e  all, 
a  sacred  observance  of  the  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  will  pi 
union  on  a  foundation  which  can  not  be  shaken,  while  personal  htjerty 
placed  beyond  hazard  or  jeopardy.  The  guaranty  of  religious  fre«doi 
of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  of  the  liberty  of  speech,  of  the  trial  bjf. 
jury,  of  the  habeas  tqrpus,  and  of  the  domestic  iustitutions  of  each  ol 
the  States,  leaving  the  private  citizen  in  the  full  excTcl'ie  of  the  high  and 
ennobling  attributes  of  bis  nature  and  to  each  State  the  privilege  (w 
can  only  be  judiciously  exerted  by  itself)  of  consulting  the  means 
calculated  to  advance  its  own  happiness — these  are  the  great  and  im] 
tant  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  which  the  lovers  of  liberty  musCi 
cherish  and  the  advocates  of  union  must  ever  cultivate.  Preserving 
these  and  avoiding  all  interpolations  by  forced  construction  under  the 
guise  of  an  imagined  expediency  upon  the  Constitution,  the  influence  of, 
our  pohiical  system  is  destined  to  be  as  actively  and  a^  beneridally  f< 
on  the  di.stant  shores  of  the  Pacific  as  it  is  now  on  those  of  the  Atlanl 
Oceau.  The  only  formidable  impediments  in  the  way  of  its 
expansion  (time  and  space)  are  so  far  in  the  progress  of  modification 
by  the  improvements  of  the  age  as  to  render  no  longer  speculative  the 
ability  of  representati\'es  from  that  remote  region  to  come  Up  to  the 
Capitol,  so  that  their  constituents  shall  participate  in  all  the  lienefits  of 
Federal  legislation.  Thus  it  is  that  in  the  progress  of  time  the  inestima- 
ble principles  of  civil  libertj'  will  be  enjoyed  by  millions  yet  unborn  and 
the  great  benefits  of  our  ^-stem  of  government  be  extended  to  now  dis- 
tant and  uninhabited  regions.  In  \-iew  of  the  vast  wilderness  yet  to  be 
reclaimed,  we  may  well  invite  the  lover  of  freedom  of  every  land  to  take 
up  his  abode  among  us  and  assist  us  in  the  great  wort  of  advancing  the 
standard  of  civilization  and  giving  a  wider  spread  to  the  arts  and  refine- 
nients  of  cultivated  life.  Our  prayers  should  evermore  be  offered  op  to 
the  Father  of  the  Universe  for  His  wisdom  to  direct  us  in  the  \a.\h  of  our 
duty  so  as  to  enable  us  to  consummate  these  high  purposes. 

One  of  the  strongest  objections  which  has  been  urged  against  confed- 
eracies by  writers  on  gmemnient  is  the  liability  of  the  members  to  be 
tampered  with  by  foreign  governments  or  the  people  o(  foreign  slates, 
either  in  their  local  affairs  or  in  such  as  affected  the  peace  of  others  or 
endangered  the  safety  of  the  whole  confederacy.  We  can  not  hope  to  be  . 
entirely  exempt  from  such  attempts  on  our  peace  and  safety.  The 
United  States  are  becoming  too  important  in  population  and  resources 
not  to  attract  the  observation  of  other  nations.  It  therefore  may  in  the 
progress  of  time  occur  that  opiuious  entirdy  abstract  iu  tbe  £utcs  in 
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which  they  may  prevail  and  in  no  degree  affecting  their  domestic  institu- 
tions may  be  artfully  but  secretly  encouraged  with  a  view  to  undermine 
the  Union.  Such  opinions  may  become  the  foundation  of  political  par- 
ties, until  at  last  the  conflict  of  opinion,  producing  an  alienation  of 
friendly  feeling  among  the  people  of  the  different  States,  may  involve 
in  general  destruction  the  happy  institutions  under  which  we  live.  It 
should  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  what  is  true  in  regard  to  individuals 
is  equally  so  in  regard  to  states.  An  interference  of  one  in  the  affairs  of 
another  is  the  fruitful  cause  of  family  dissensions  and  neighborhood  dis- 
putes, and  the  same  cause 'affects  the  peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity 
of  states.  It  may  be  most  devoutly  hoped  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
American  people  will  ever  be  ready  to  repel  all  such  attempts  should  they 
ever  be  made. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  our  foreign  relations  since  my 
last  annual  message  to  Congress.  With  all  the  powers  of  Europe  we  con- 
tinue on  the  most  friendly  terms.  Indeed,  it  affords  me  much  satisfaction 
to  state  that  at  no  former  period  has  the  peace  of  that  enlightened  and 
important  quarter  of  the  globe  ever  been,  apparently,  more  firmly  estab- 
Ushed.  The  conviction  that  peace  is  the  true  policy  of  nations  would 
seem  to  be  growing  and  becoming  deeper  amongst  the  enlightened  every- 
where, and  there  is  no  people  who  have  a  stronger  interest  in  cherishing 
the  sentiments  and  adopting  the  means  of  preserving  and  giving  it  per- 
manence than  those  of  the  United  States.  Amongst  these,  the  first 
and  most  effective  are,  no  doubt,  the  strict  observance  of  justice  and  the 
honest  and  punctual  fulfillment  of  all  engagements.  But  it  is  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  it  is  no  less  necessary 
to  be  ready  to  enforce  their  observance  and  fulfillment  in  reference  to 
ourselves  than  to  observe  and  fulfill  them  on  our  part  in  regard  to  others. 

Since  the  close  of  your  last  session  a  negotiation  has  been  formally 
entered  upon  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  residing  at  Washing- 
ton relative  to  the  rights  of  their  respective  nations  in  and  over  the 
Oregon  Territory.  That  negotiation  is  still  pending.  Should  it  dur- 
ing your  session  be  brought  to  a  definitive  conclusion,  the  result  will 
be  promptly  communicated  to  Congress.  I  would,  however,  again  call 
your  attention  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  previous  messages 
designed  to  protect  and  facilitate  emigration  to  that  Territory.  The 
establishment  of  military  posts  at  suitable  points  upon  the  extended  line 
of  land  travel  would  enable  our  citizens  to  emigrate  in  comparative  safety 
to  the  fertile  regions  below  the  Falls  of  the  Columbia,  and  make  the 
provision  of  the  existing  convention  for  the  joint  occupation  of  the  ter- 
ritory by  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
more  a\'ailable  than  heretofore  to  the  latter.  These  posts  would  consti- 
tute places  of  rest  for  the  weary  emigrant,  where  he  would  be  sheltered 
securely  against  the  danger  of  attack  from  the  Indians  and  be  enabled 
M  P— vox,  IV— 22 
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to  recOT'er  from  the  exhaustion  of  a  loug  line  of  travel.  Legislative 
ments  should  also  be  made  which  should  spread  m-er  him  the  segts  of 
our  laws,  so  as  to  afford  protection  to  his  person  and  property  when  he 
shall  have  reached  his  distant  home.  In  this  latter  respect  tlie  Brili 
Government  has  been  much  more  careful  of  the  interests  of  such  of 
people  as  are  to  be  found  in  that  country  tlian  the  United  States. 
has  made  necessary  pro\'ision  for  their  security  and  protection  against 
acts  of  the  viciously  disposed  and  lawless,  and  her  emigrant  reposes  in 
safety  under  the  panoply  of  her  laws.  \\Tiate\'er  may  be  the  result  of  the 
pending  negotiation,  such  measures  are  necessarj*.  It  will  afford  me 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  witness  a  happy  and  favorable  termination  to  the 
existing  negotiation  upon  terms  compatible  with  the  public  honor,  and 
the  best  efforts  of  the  Go\'ernmeut  will  continue  to  be  directed  to  this  end. 

It  would  have  given  me  the  highest  gratification  in  this  my  last  annual 
communication  to  Congress  to  have  been  able  to  announce  to  you  the 
complete  and  entire  settlement  and  adjustment  of  other  matters  in  dif- 
ference Between  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  which  were  ad\'erted  to  io  a  previous  message.  It  is  so  ob^-i- 
ously  the  interest  of  both  countries,  in  respect  to  the  large  and  valuable 
commerce  which  exists  between  them,  that  all  causes  of  complaint,  how- 
ever inconsiderable,  should  be  with  the  greatest  promptitude  removed 
that  it  must  be  regarded  as  cause  of  regret  that  any  unnecess3r>-  delays 
should  be  permitted  to  intervene.  It  is  true  that  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view  the  matters  alluded  to  are  altogether  insignificant  in  amount 
when  compared  with  the  ample  resources  of  that  great  nation,  but  they 
nevertheless,  more  particularly  that  Umited  class  which  arise  under  sei- 
zures and  detentions  of  American  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa  upon  the 
mistaken  supposition  ind'jlged  in  at  the  time  the  wnrag  was  committed 
of  their  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  deeply  affect  the  sensibilities  i 
this  Government  and  people.  Great  Britain,  ha\-ing  recognized 
responsibihty  to  repair  all  such  wrongs  by  her  action  in  other 
leaves  nothing  to  be  regretted  upon  the  subject  as  lo  all  cases  ari; 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  Washington  than  the  delay  in  making  soital 
reparation  in  such  of  them  as  fall  plainly  within  the  principle  of 
which  she  has  long  since  adjusted.  The  injurj-  inflicted  by  delays 
settlement  of  these  claims  falls  n-ith  se\erity  upon  the  individual  d 
ants  and  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  her  magnanimity  and  sense  of  ji 
for  a  speedy  settlement.  Other  matters  arising  out  of  the  coostnict 
of  existing  treaties  also  remain  unadjusted,  and  will  continue  to  be 
upon  her  attention. 

The  labors  of  the  joint  commis,sion  appointed  by  the  two  Govemuii 
to  run  the  dividing  Une  established  by  the  treaty  of  Washington 
unfortunately,  much  delayed  fn  the  commencement  of  the  season  by 
failure  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  to  make  a  timely  appropriatioa 
ftuuls  to  meet  the  expetises  of  the  American  party,  and  by  other 
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The  United  States  commissioner,  however,  expresses  his  expectation 
that  by  increased  diligence  and  energy  the  party  will  be  able  to  make 
up  for  lost  time. 

We  continue  to  receive  assurances  of  the  most  friendly  feelings  on  the 
part  of  all  the  other  European  powers,  with  each  and  all  of  whom  it  is  so 
obviously  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  most  amicable  relations;  nor  can 
I  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  any  event  which  would  be  likely  in  any 
degree  to  disturb  those  relations.  Russia,  the  great  northern  power, 
under  the  judicious  sway  of  her  Emperor,  is  constantly  advancing  in  the 
road  of  science  and  improvement,  while  France,  guided  by  the  counsels 
of  her  wise  Sovereign,  pursues  a  course  calculated  to  consolidate  the 
general  peace.  Spain  has  obtained  a  breathing  spell  of  some  duration 
from  the  internal  convulsions  which  have  through  so  many  years  marred 
her  prosperity,  while  Austria,  the  Netherlands,  Prussia,  Belgium,  and 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  reap  a  rich  harvest  of  blessings  from  the 
prevailing  peace. 

I  informed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  my  message  of  December 
last  that  instructions  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Wheaton,  our  minister  at 
Berlin,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Germanic  States  composing  the 
Zollverein  if  it  could  be  done,  stipulating,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  to 
accomplish  it,  for  a  reduction  of  the  heavy  and  onerous  duties  levied  on 
our  tobacco  and  other  leading  articles  of  agricultural  production,  and 
yielding  in  return  on  our  part  a  reduction  of  duties  on  such  articles  the 
product  of  their  industry  as  should  not  come  into  competition,  or  but  a 
limited  one,  with  articles  the  product  of  our  manufacturing  industry. 
The  Executive  in  giving  such  instructions  considered  itself  as  acting  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Congress  as  made  known  through 
several  measures  which  it  had  adopted,  all  directed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  important  result.  The  treaty  was  therefore  negotiated, 
by  which  essential  reductions  were  secured  in  the  duties  levied  by  the 
Zollverein  on  tobacco,  rice,  and  lard,  accompanied  by  a  stipulation  for 
the  admission  of  raw  cotton  free  of  duty;  in  exchange  for  which  highly 
important  concessions  a  reduction  of  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  on  a  variety  of  articles,  most  of  which  were  admitted  free 
of  all  duty  under  the  act  of  Congress  commonly  known  as  the  compro- 
mise law,  and  but  few  of  which  were  produced  in  the  United  States,  was 
stipulated  for  on  our  part.  This  treaty  was  communicated  to  the  Senate 
at  an  early  day  of  its  last  session,  but  not  acted  upon  until  near  its  close, 
when,  for  the  want  (as  I  am  bound  to  presume)  of  full  time  to  consider 
it,  it  was  laid  uxx)n  the  table.  This  procedure  had  the  effect  of  virtually 
rejecting  it,  in  consequence  of  a  stipulation  contained  in  the  treaty  that 
its  ratifications  should  be  exchanged  on  or  before  a  day  which  has  already 
passed.  The  Executive,  ^acting  upon  the  fair  inference  that  the  Senate 
did  not  intend  its  absolute  rejection,  gave  instructions  to  our  minister 
at  Berlin  to  reopen  the  negotiation  so  far  as  to  obtain  an  extension  of 
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time  for  the  exchange  of  ratificatious.  I  regret,  howe\-er,  to  say  that 
his  efforts  iu  this  respect  hav-e  been  unsuccessful.  I  am  ne\'ertheksG 
not  without  hope  that  the  great  advantages  which  were  inteiided  to  be 
secured  by  the  treaty  may  yet  be  realized. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Belgium  has,  bj-  an  "arrfti  r^aU" 
issued  in  July  last,  assimilated  the  flag  of  the  United  States  to  ber  own, 
so  far  as  the  direct  trade  between  the  two  countries  is  concerned.  Tlits 
measure  will  prove  of  great  service  to  our  shipping  interest,  the  trade 
having  heretofore  been  carried  on  chiefly  in  foreign  bottoms.  I  flatter 
myself  tliat  she  will  speedily  resort  to  a  modification  of  her  sj-stem  relat- 
ing to  the  tobacco  trade,  which  would  decidedly  benefit  the  agriculture  of 
the  United  States  and  operate  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  countries. 

No  definitive  intelligence  has  yet  been  received  from  our  minister 
of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  Chinese  Empire,  but  enough  is 
known  to  induce  the  strongest  hopes  that  the  mission  will  be  crowned 
with  success. 

With  Brazil  our  relations  continue  on  the  most  friendly  footing.  The 
commercial  intercourse  between  that  growing  Empire  and  the  United 
States  is  becoming  daily  of  greater  importance  to  both,  and  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  both  that  the  firmest  relations  of  amity  and  good  will  ^ould 
continue  to  be  cultivated  between  them. 

The  Republic  of  New  Granada  still  withholds,  notwithstanding  the 
most  persevering  efforts  have  been  employed  by  our  charg^  d'affaires. 
Mr.  Blackford,  to  produce  a  different  result,  indemnity  in  the  case  of  the 
brig  Morris;  and  the  Congress  of  Venezuela,  although  an  arrangement 
has  been  effected  between  our  minister  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  that  Government  for  the  payment  of  $18,000  in  discharge  of  its  liatnU- 
ties  in  the  same  case,  has  altogether  neglected  to  make  proviaon  for 
payment.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  sense  of  justice  will  soon  induce 
settlement  of  these  claims. 

Our  late  minister  to  Chili,  Mr.  Pendleton,  has  returned  to  the  United 
States  without  having  effected  an  adjustment  iu  the  secxmd  claim  o(  the 
Afacedonian,  which  is  delayed  on  grounds  altogether  frivolous  and  tinteii- 
able.  Mr.  Pendleton's  succes.sor  has  been  directed  to  urge  the  claim  in 
the  strongest  terms,  and.  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  obtain  a  prompt 
adjustment,  to  report  the  fact  to  the  Executive  at  as  early  aday  as  jxusi- 
ble.  so  that  the  whole  matter  may  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

At  your  lost  session  I  submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  the 
vention  with  the  Republic  of  Peru  of  the  17th  March,  1841,  provi 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
that  Republic,  but  no  definitive  action  was  taken  upon  the  mb. 
again  itu-ite  to  it  your  attention  and  prompt  acdoo. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  known  to 
Congrcis.  in  terms  both  pkin  and  emphatic,  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
mr  which  has  so  long  existed  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  which  since 
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the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  has  consisted  altogether  of  predatory  incursions, 
attended  by  circumstances  revolting  to  humanity.  I  repeat  now  what  I 
then  said,  that  after  eight  years  of  feeble  and  ineffectual  efforts  to  j-econ- 
quer  Texas  it  was  time  that  the  war  should  have  ceased.  The  United 
States  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  question.  The  contiguity  of  the  two 
nations  to  our  territory  was  but  too  well  calculated  to  involve  our  peace. 
Unjust  suspicions  were  engendered  in  the  mind  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
belUgerents  against  us,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  American  inter- 
ests were  made  to  suffer  and  otu:  peace  became  daily  endangered;  in 
addition  to  which  it  must  have  been  obvious  to  all  that  the  exhaustion 
produced  by  the  war  subjected  both  Mexico  and  Texas  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  other  powers,  which,  without  the  interposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment, might  eventuate  in  the  most  serious  injury  to  the  United  States. 
This  Government  from  time  to  time  exerted  its  friendly  ofl&ces  to  bring 
about  a  termination  of  hostiUties  upon  terms  honorable  alike  to  both 
the  belligerents.  Its  efforts  in  this  behalf  proved  unavailing.  Mexico 
seemed  almost  without  an  object  to  persevere  in  the  war,  and  no  other 
alternative  was  left  the  Executive  but  to  take  advantage  of  the  well- 
known  dispositions  of  Texas  and  to  invite  her  to  enter  into  a  treaty  for 
annexing  her  territory  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

Since  your  last  session  Mexico  has  threatened  to  renew  the  war,  and 
has  either  made  or  proposes  to  make  formidable  preparations  for  invad- 
ing Texas.  She  has  issued  decrees  and  proclamations,  preparatory  to 
the  commencement  of  hostihties,  full  of  threats  revolting  to  humanity, 
and  which  if  carried  into  effect  would  arouse  the  attention  of  all  Chris- 
tendom. .  This  new  demonstration  of  feeling,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe,  has  been  produced  in.  consequence  of  the  negotiation  of  the  late 
treaty  of  annexation  with  Texas.  The  Executive^  therefore,  could  not 
be  indifferent  to  such  proceedings,  and  it  felt  it  to  be  due  as  well  to 
itself  as  to  the  honor  of  the  country  that  a  strong  representation  should 
be  made  to  the  Mexican  Government  upon  the  subject.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  accompanying  dis- 
patch from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  United  States  envoy  at  Mexico. 
Mexico  has  no  right  to  jeopard  the  peace  of  the  world  by  urging  any 
longer  a  useless  and  fruitless  contest.  Such  a  condition  of  things  would 
not  be  tolerated  on  the  European  continent.  Why  should  it  be  on  this? 
A  war  of  desolation,  such  as  is  now  threatened  by  Mexico,  can  not  be 
waged  without  involving  our  peace  and  tranquillity.  It  is  idle  to  believe 
that  such  a  war  could  be  looked  upon  with  indifference  by  our  own  citi- 
zens inhabiting  adjoining  States;  and  our  neutrality  would  be  violated 
in  despite  of  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  prevent  it.  The 
cotmtry  is  settled  by  emigrants  from  the  UTiited  States  under  invitations 
held  out  to  them  by  Spain  and  Mexico.  Those  emigrants  have  left 
behind  them  friends  and  relatives,  who  would  not  fail  to  sympathize  with 
them  in  their  difficulties,  and  who  would  be  led  by  those  sympathies  to 
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participate  iti  their  struggles,  however  energetic  the  action  of  llie  Go\'- 
eminent  to  prevent  it.  Nor  would  the  numerous  and  formidable  bands 
of  Indians — the  most  warlike  to  be  found  in  any  land — wbich  occap\-  the 
extensi\'e  regions  contiguous  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and 
who  are  in  possession  of  large  tracts  of  countr>'  within  the  limits  of  Texas, 
be  likely  to  remain  passive.  The  inclinations  of  those  numerons  tribes 
lead  them  invariably  to  war  whenever  pretexts  exist. 

Mexico  had  no  just  ground  of  displeasure  against  this  Government  or 
people  for  negotiating  the  treaty.  What  interest  of  hers  was  affected 
by  the  treaty?  She  was  despoiled  of  nothing,  since  Texas  was  forever 
lost  to  her.  The  iudejwndence  of  Texas  was  recognized  by  se^-e^il  of 
the  leading  powers  of  the  earth.  She  was  free  to  treat,  free  to  adopt 
her  own  line  of  policy,  free  to  take  the  course  which  she  believed  was 
best  calculated  to  secure  her  happiness. 

Her  Government  and  people  decided  on  annexation  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  Executive  saw  in  the  acquisition  of  such  a  terTitor>'  the 
means  of  advancing  their  permanent  happiness  and  glory.    WTiat  prin- 
ciple of  good  faith,  then,  was  violated?     What  rule  of  political  morals 
trampled  under  foot?    So  far  as  Mexico  herself  was  concerned,  the  n 
ure  should  have  been  regarded  by  her  as  highly  beneficial.     Her  JnatHlila 
to  reconquer  Texas  had  been  exhibited,  I  repeat,  by  eight  (now  niiMB 
years  of  fruitless  and  ruinous  contest.     In  the  meantime  Texas  has  b 
growing  in  population  and  resources.     Emigration  has  flowed  into  her 
territor>'  from  all  parts  of  the  world  iu  a  current  whidi  cantinnes  to 
increase  in  strength.      Mexico  requires  a  permanent  boundary  between 
that  young  Republic  and  herself.     Texas  at  no  distant  day,  if  shec 
tinues  separate  and  detached  from  the  United  States,  will  ine\'itably  a 
to  consolidate  her  strength  by  adding  to  her  domain  the  contignoi 
Provinces  of  Mexico.'   The  spirit  of  revolt  from  the  control  of  the  ci 
Goveniment  has  heretofore  manifested  itself  in  some  of  those  Pro\-in« 
and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  they  would  lie  inclined  to  lake  the  first  fava 
able  opportunity  to  proclaim  their  independence  and  to  form  dose  a 
ances  with  Texas.     The  war  would  thus  be  endless,  or  if  cessations  ^ 
hostilities  should  occur  they  would  only  endure  for  a  season.     The  inte 
ests  of  Mexico,  therefore,  could  iu  nothing  be  belter  consulted  than  i 
a  peace  with  her  ndghbors  which  would  result  in  the  establishment  of  ^ 
permanent  boundary.     Upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  the  Exec 
tivc  was  prepared  to  treat  with  her  on  the  most  liberal  ba.sis.     Hence  tU 
boundaries  of  Texas  were  left  undefined  by  the  treaty.     The  Execnt 
proposed  to  settle  these  upon  tenns  that  all  the  world  should  liai-e  pn 
nounced  just  and  reasonable.      Xo  negotiation  upon  thai  pojnl  cotild 
have  been  undertaken  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in  advance 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.     Wc  should  have  had  no  right,  no 
power,  no  authority,  to  have  conducted  such  a  negotiation,  and  to  faa\-c 
undertaken  it  would  have  been  aii  assumption  eqoally  revolting  to  the 
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pride  of  Mexico  and  Texas  and  subjecting  us  to  the  charge  of  arrogance, 
while  to  have  proposed  in  advance  of  annexation  to  satisfy  Mexico  for 
any  contingent  interest  she  might  have  in  Texas  would  have  been  to 
have  treated  Texas  not  as  an  independent  power,  but  as  a  mere  depend- 
ency of  Mexico.  This  assumption  could  not  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
Executive  without  setting  at  defiance  your  own  solemn  declaration  that 
that  Republic  was  an  independent  State.  Mexico  had,  it  is  true,  threat- 
ened war  against  the  United  States  in  the  event  the  treaty  of  annexation 
was  ratified.  The  Executive  could  not  permit  itself  to  be  influenced  by 
this  threat.  It  represented  in  this  the  spirit  of  our  people,  who  are 
ready  to  sacrifice  much  for  peace,  but  nothing  to  intimidation.  A  war 
under  any  circumstances  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  the  United  States 
is  the  last  nation  to  desire  it;  but  if,  as  the  condition  of  peace,  it  be 
required  of  us  to  forego  the  unquestionable  right  of  treating  with  an 
independent  power  of  our  own  continent  upon  matters  highly  interest- 
ing to  both,  and  that  upon  a  naked  and  unsustained  pretension  of  claim 
by  a  third  power  to  control  the  free  will  of  the  power  with  whom  we 
treat,  devoted  as  we  may  be  to  peace  and  anxious  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  the  whole  world,  the  Executive  does  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  ready  to  brave  all  con- 
sequences sooner  than  submit  to  such  condition.  But  no  apprehension 
of  war  was  entertained  by  the  Executive,  and  I  must  express  frankly 
the  opinion  that  had  the  treaty  been  ratified  by  the  Senate  it  would  have 
been  followed  by  a  prompt  settlement,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  Mexico, 
of  every  matter  in  difference  between  the  two  countries.  Seeing,  then, 
that  new  preparations  for  hostile  invasion  of  Texas  were  about  to  be 
adopted  by  Mexico,  and  that  these  were  brought  about  because  Texas 
had  adopted  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  upon  the  subject  of  annexa- 
tion, it  could  not  passively  have  folded  its  arms  and  permitted  a  war, 
threatened  to  be  accompanied  by  every  act  that  could  mark  a  barbarous 
age,  to  be  waged  against  her  because  she  had  done  so. 

Other  considerations  of  a  controlling  character  influenced  the  course  of 
the  Executive.  The  treaty  which  had  thus  been  negotiated  had  failed  to 
receive  the  ratification  of  the  Senate.  One  of  the  chief  objections  which 
was  urged  against  it  was  found  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  the  question 
of  annexation  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  public  opinion  in 
the  United  States.  However  untenable  such  an  objection  was  esteemed 
to  be,  in  view  of  the  unquestionable  power  of  the  Executive  to  negotiate 
the  treaty  and  the  great  and  lasting  interests  involved  in  the  question,  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  the  whole  subject  to  Congress  as  the  best 
expounders  of  popular  sentiment.  No  definitive  action  having  been 
taken  on  the  subject  by  Congress,  the  question  referred  itself  directly 
to  the  decision  of  the  States  and  people.  The  great  popular  election 
which  has  just  terminated  afforded  the  best  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  will  of  the  States  and  the  people  upon  it.     Pending  that  issue  it 
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became  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform  Mexico  that  the 
question  of  annexation  was  still  before  the  American  people,  and  tliat 
until  their  decision  was  pronounced  any  serious  invasion  of  Texas  would 
be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  forestall  their  judgment  and  could  not  be 
looked  upon  with  indifference.  I  am  most  happy  to  inform  j-ou  that  no 
such  invasion  has  taken  place;  and  I  trust  that  whatever  yonr  action  may 
be  upon  it  Mexico  will  see  the  importance  of  deciding  the  matter  by  a 
resort  to  peaceful  expedients  in  preference  to  those  of  arms.  The  deci- 
sion of  the  people  aud  the  States  on  this  great  and  interesting  subject 
has  been  decisively  manifested.  The  question  of  annexation  lias  been 
presented  nakedly  to  their  consideration.  By  the  treaty  itself  all  collat- 
eral and  incidental  issues  which  were  calculated  to  di\ide  and  distract 
the  public  councils  were  carefully  avoided.  These  were  left  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  future  to  determine.  It  presented,  I  repeat,  the  isolated 
question  of  annexation,  and  in  that  form  it  has  been  submitted  to  the 
ordeal  of  public  sentiment.  A  controlling  majority  of  the  people  and  a 
large  majority  of  the  States  have  declared  in  favor  of  immediate  annexa- 
tion. Instructions  have  thus  come  up  to  both  branches  of  Congress 
from  their  respective  constituents  in  terms  the  most  emphatic.  It  is  the 
will  of  both  the  people  and  the  States  that  Texas  shall  be  annexed  to 
the  Union  promptly  and  immediately.  It  may  be  hoped  that  in  carrj-ing 
into  execution  the  public  will  thus  declared  all  collateral  issues  may  be 
avoided.  Future  Legi.slatures  can  best  decide  as  to  the  number  of  States 
which  should  be  formed  out  of  the  territorj'  when  the  time  has  arrived 
for  deciding  that  question.  So  with  all  others.  By  the  treaty  the  United 
States  assumed  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  Texas  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  $10,000,000,  to  be  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  sum  falling 
short  of  $400,000,  exclusively  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  ha 
public  lands.  We  could  not  with  houor  take  the  lands  without  assum- 
ing the  full  payment  of  all  incumbrances  upon  them. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  your  last  session  to  induce  a  doubt  that 
the  dispositions  of  Texas  remain  uualtered.  No  intimation  of  an  altered 
determination  on  the  part  of  her  Government  and  people  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Executive.  She  still  desires  to  throw  herself  under  the 
protection  of  our  laws  aud  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  federa- 
tive system,  while  c\'ery  American  interest  would  seem  to  require  it. 
The  extension  of  our  coastwise  and  foreign  trade  to  an  amount  almost 
incalatlable,  the  enlargement  of  the  market  for  our  manufactures,  a 
constantly  growing  market  for  our  agricultural  productions,  safety  to  our 
frontiers,  and  additional  strength  aud  stability  to  the  Union — tliese  are 
the  results  which  would  rapidly  develop  themselves  upon  the  cotisum-< 
mation  of  the  measure  of  annexation.  In  sudi  event  I  will  not  doubti 
but  that  Mexico  would  find  her  true  interest  to  consist  in  meeting  th< 
advances  of  this  Government  in  a  spirit  of  amity.  Nor  do  I  nppreli 
mjr  serious  complaint  from  any  other  quarter;  no  sufficient  groooi 
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far  sndi  cmiplaDBt.  We  ^KnLd  issiems^  ri  ix>  resw:^  vith  t^ 
any  other  "»titf»t  There  csst  x»c  Ve  gatbsec  frcci  tbe  «:t  Jiny  desi^ 
oo  our  port  to  dE>  so  whh  tbetr  piDiscessioBS  cc  this  cccitzxct.  We  hnv^ 
interposed  no  in^iedments  in  tbe  way  oc  soch  jct^oss^rkx^s  oc  Krrhory. 
large  and  ^i^t^tM^i^  as  many  ct  tbeci  xre.  xs  tbe  kuicir:^  rwer^  oc 
Eozope  hare  made  from  tfne  to  tiaae  in  every  rurt  ot  tbe  wvrlc.  We 
seek  no  cooqiaest  made  by  war.  No  intrigne  will  bive  S^en  ressocted 
to  or  acts  of  diplntnary  essayed  to  aocccxpasiL  the  asnexjLtxxt  oc  TexjtSv 
Free  and  independent  bers^\  she  sis  to  be  receivevi  rstv^  ocr  Unxxi.  It 
is  a  q;oestioo  far  oar  own  decisiaa  whether  she  sfeiH  be  recexve>i  v^  sot. 

The  two  Go%enunents  baring  already  agreed  throogh  tbeir  resrective 
organs  oo  the  terms  of  amiescitioa.  I  wooM  re\X!cimend  their  a^ioc<^>Q  by 
Coogiessin  the  form  ofa  joint  resoltitioo  or  act  to  be  perfected  and  ciade 
bt?¥ln»g  oo  the  two  coontries  when  adopted  in  like  nanner  by  the  Gov- 
emmcnt  of  Texas. 

In  onkr  that  the  snbject  may  be  fnlly  presented  in  all  its  bearings,  the 
Gorrespoodence  whkh  has  taken  place  in  reterence  to  it  since  the  adjoQm- 
ment  of  Congress  between  the  United  States^  Texas^  and  Mexico  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  convention  conclnded 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  oo  the  20th  of  XovemU^r.  i^x« 
have  been  transmitted  thioogh  our  minister  for  the  conctirrence  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  hot.  althoogh  nrged  thereto,  ik^  action  has  \>^t 
been  had  00  the  snbject,  nor  has  any  answer  been  gi\^en  which  woald 
authorize  a  favoraUe  conrlnskm  in  the  fntnie. 

The  decree  of  September*  1S43.  ^^  relaticHi  to  the  retail  trade,  the  order 
for  the  expulsion  of  foreigners,  and  that  of  a  more  recent  date  in  legard 
to  pas^Kvts — all  which  are  considered  as  in  \nolation  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  countries — ^ha\'e  led  to  a  \x^rTe- 
qKmdence  of  considerable  length  between  the  minister  for  foreign  rela- 
tions and  our  representatives  at  Mexico,  but  without  any  satisfactor>* 
result.  They  remain  still  unadjusted,  and  many  and  serious  incon>'en- 
iences  have  already  resulted  to  our  citizens  in  consequence  of  thenu 

Questions  growing  out  of  the  act  of  disarming  a  body  of  Texan  trooi^ 
luider  the  command  of  Major  Sni\'ely  by  an  oflBcer  in  the  sen-ice  of  the 
United  States,  acting  under  the  orders  of  our  Go\"emment,  and  the  forci- 
ble entry  into  the  custom-house  at  Bryarlys  Landing,  on  Red  RiN-er.  by 
certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  away  therefrom  the 
goods  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  as  forfeiteii  under  the  laws  of 
Texas,  have  been  adjusted  so  far  as  the  powers  of  the  Executi\-e  extend. 
The  correspondence  between  the  two  Go\"emments  in  reference  to  Unh 
subjects  will  be  found  amongst  the  accompamnng  documents.  It  a>n- 
tains  a  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  with  the  views 
taken  on  both  sides  and  the  principles  on  which  the  questions  have  been 
adjusted.  It  remains  for  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation 
to  carry  the  arrangement  into  effect,  which  I  respectfully  recommend.  ' 
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e  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform  Mexico  tliat  the  1 
questiou  of  annexation  was  still  before  the  American  people,  and  that  | 
until  their  decision  was  pronounced  any  serious  invasion  of  Texas  would 
be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  forestall  their  judgment  and  could  not  be 
looked  upon  i^ith  indifference.     I  am  most  happy  to  inform  you  that  no 
such  invasion  has  taken  place;  and  I  trust  that  whatever  your  action  may 
be  upon  it  Mexico  wijl  see  the  importance  of  deciding  the  matter  by  a  ■ 
resort  to  peaceful  expedients  in  preference  to  those  of  arms.     The  deci-  I 
sion  of  the  people  and  the  States  on  this  great  and  interesting  subject  I 
has  been  decisively  manifested.     The  question  of  annexation  has  beett  I 
presented  nakedly  to  their  consideration.     By  the  treaty  itself  all  collat-  I 
eral  and  incidental  issues  which  were  calculated  to  divide  and  distract  I 
the  public  councils  were  carefully  avoided.     These  were  left  to  the  wla-  I 
dom  of  the  future  to  determine.     It  presented,  I  repeat,  the  isolated  I 
question  of  annexation,  and  in  that  form  it  has  been  submitted  to  the    I 
ordeal  of  pubhc  sentiment.     A  controlling  majority  of  the  people  and  a 
large  majority  of  the  States  have  declared  in  favor  of  immediate  annexa- 
tion.    Instructions  have  thus  come  up  to  both  branches  of  Congress 
from  their  respective  constituents  in  terms  the  most  emphatic.     It  is  the 
will  of  both  the  people  and  the  States  that  Texas  shall  be  annexed  to 
the  Union  promptly  and  immediately.    It  may  be  hoped  that  in  carrying 
into  execution  the  public  will  thus  declared  all  collateral  issues  may  be  ■ 
avoided.    Future  Legislatures  can  best  decide  as  to  the  number  of  States  I 
which  should  be  formed  out  of  the  territory  when  the  time  has  arrived   ' 
for  deciding  that  question.    So  with  all  others.    By  the  treaty  the  United 
States  assumed  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  Texas  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  $10,000,000,  to  be  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  sura  falling 
short  of  $400,000.  exclusivelj-  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  ha  J 
public  lands.     We  could  not  with  honor  take  the  lands  without  assum-  I 
ing  the  full  payment  of  all  Jnciunbrances  upon  them.  I 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  your  last  session  to  induce  a  doubt  that 
the  dispositions  of  Texas  remain  unaltered.  No  intimation  of  an  altered 
determiiialion  on  the  part  of  her  Government  and  people  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Execulit'e.  She  still  desires  to  tluow  herself  under  the 
protection  of  our  laws  and  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  federa- 
tive s\-stem.  while  ever>'  American  interest  would  seem  to  require  it. 
Tile  extension  of  our  coastwise  and  foreign  trade  to  an  amount  almost 
incalculable,  the  enlargement  of  the  market  for  our  manufactures,  a 
constantly  growing  market  for  our  agricultural  productions,  safety  to  our 
frontiers,  and  additiotud  strength  and  stability  to  the  l^nion — these  are 
the  results  which  would  rapidly  develop  themselves  upon  the  consuin* 
mBtion  of  the  measure  of  annexation.  In  such  event  1 
but  that  Mexico  would  find  her  true  interest  to  consist  in  meeting  t 
ftdvanccs  of  this  Ga\'emment  in  a  spirit  of  amity.  Nor  do  I  appt^ct 
mpbint  from  any  other  quarter;  no  sufiioei 
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for  such  complaint.  We  should  interfere  in  no  respect  with  the  rights  of 
any  other  nation.  There  can  not  be  gathered  from  the  act  any  design 
on  our  part  to  do  so  with  their  possessions  on  this  continent.  We  have 
interposed  no  impediments  in  the  way  of  such  acquisitions  of  territory, 
large  and  extensive  as  many  of  them  are,  as  the  leading  powers  of 
Europe  have  made  from  time  to  time  in  every  part  of  the  world.  We 
seek  no  conquest  made  by  war.  No  intrigue  will  have  been  resorted 
to  or  acts  of  diplomacy  essayed  to  accomplish  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
Free  and  independent  herself,  she  asks  to  be  received  into  our  Union.  It 
is  a  question  for  our  own  decision  whether  she  shall  be  received  or  not. 

The  two  Governments  having  aheady  agreed  through  their  respective 
organs  on  the  terms  of  annexation,  I  would  recommend  their  adoption  by 
Congress  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  or  act  to  be  perfected  and  made 
binding  on  the  two  countries  when  adopted  in  like  manner  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Texas. 

In  order  that  the  subject  may  be  fully  presented  in  all  its  bearings,  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in  reference  to  it  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  between  the  United  States,  Texas,  and  Mexico  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  convention  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  November,  1843, 
have  been  transmitted  through  our  minister  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  but,  although  urged  thereto,  no  action  has  yet 
been  had  on  the  subject,  nor  has  any  answer  been  given  which  would 
authorize  a  favorable  conclusion  in  the  future. 

The  decree  of  September,  1843,  ^^  relation  to  the  retail  trade,  the  order 
for  the  expulsion  of  foreigners,  and  that  of  a  more  recent  date  in  regard 
to  passports — all  which  are  considered  as  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  countries — ^have  led  to  a  corre- 
spondence of  considerable  length  between  the  minister  for  foreign  rela- 
tions and  our  representatives  at  Mexico,  but  without  any  satisfactory 
result.  They  remain  still  unadjusted,  and  many  and  serious  inconven- 
iences have  aheady  resulted  to  our  citizens  in  consequence  of  them. 

Questions  growing  out  of  the  act  of  disarming  a  body  of  Texan  troops 
under  the  command  of  Major  Snively  by  an  ofl&cer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  acting  under  the  orders  of  our  Government,  and  the  forci- 
ble entry  into  the  custom-house  at  Bryarlys  Landing,  on  Red  River,  by 
certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  away  therefrom  the 
goods  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  as  forfeited  under  the  laws  of 
Texas,  have  been  adjusted  so  far  as  the  powers  of  the  Executive  extend. 
The  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  in  reference  to  both 
subjects  will  be  found  amongst  the  accompanying  documents.  It  con- 
tains a  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  \vith  the  vnews 
taken  on  both  sides  and  the  principles  on  which  the  questions  have  been 
adjusted.  It  remains  for  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation 
to  carry  the  arrangement  into  effect,  which  I  respectfully  recommend.  ' 
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whatever  exists  beyond  should  be  reduced  or  modified.      This  doctrine  1 
does  in  no  way  conflict  iWth  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discriminatioi 
the  selection  of  the  articles  to  be  taxed,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  public  1 
weal  would  at  all  times  suggest  to  the  legislative  mind.      It  leaves  the  1 
range  of  selection  undefined:  and  such  selection  should  always  Iw  made  I 
with  an  eye  to  the  great  interests  of  llje  country.     Composed  as  is  the    ' 
Union  of  separate  and  independent  States,  a  patriotic  Legislature  will 
not  fail  in  consulting  the  interests  of  the  parts  to  adopt  such  course  as 
will  be  best  calculated  to  advance  the  harmony  of  the  whole,  and  thus 
insure  that  permanency  in  the  policy  of  the  Government  without  which  I 
all  efforts  to  advance  the  public  prosiierity  are  ^■3in  and  fruitless. 

This  great  and  vitally  important  task  rests  with  Congress,  and  the  I 
Executive  can  do  no  more  than  recommend  llie  general  principles  which  1 
should  govern  in  its  execution. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  an  exhibition  of  I 
the  condition  of  the  Army,  and  recommend  to  you  as  well  worthy  yoor  I 
best  consideration  many  of  the  suggestions  it  contains.     The  Secretary  in  I 
no  degree  exaggerates  the  great  importance,  of  pressing  for^va^d  without  I 
delay  in  the  work  of  erecting  and  finishing  the  fortifications  to  which  he  I 
particularly  alludes.     Much  has  been  done  toward  placing  our  cities  and  J 
roadsteads  in  a  state  of  security  against  the  hazards  of  hostile  attack    I 
within  the  last  four  years;  but  considering  the  new  elements  which  have 
been  of  late  years  emploj'ed  in  the  propelling  of  ships  and  the  formidable 
implements  of  destruction  which  have  been  brought  into  ser%-ice,  we  can 
not  be  too  active  or  vigilant  in  preparing  and  perfecting  the  means  of 
defense.     1  refer  you  also  to  his  report  for  a  full  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  jurisdiction.     The  Executive  has 
abated  no  effort  in  carrying  into  effect  the  well-established  poIic>'  of  the 
Government  which  contemplates  a  removal  of  all  the  tribes  redding 
within  the  limits  of  the  several  States  beyond  those  limits,  and  it  i: 
enabled  to  congratulate  the  country  at  the  prospect  of  an  early  consura-  ] 
mation  of  this  object.     Many  of  the  tribes  have  already  made  greatj 
progress  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  through  the  operation  of  t 
schools  established  among  them,  aided  by  the  efforts  of  the  pious  n 
of  various  reUgious  denominations  who  de\'ote  themselves  to  the  t 
of  their  improvement,  we  may  fondly  hope  that  the  remains  of  the  foi 
niidable  tribes  which  were  once  masters  of  this  country  will  in  thei 
transition  from  the  savage  state  to  a  condition  of  refinement  and  c 
vation  add  another  bright  trophy  \.<.i  adorn  the  labors  of  a  well-directed 
philaiitliropy. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^-y  will  explain  H 
you  the  situation  of  that  branch  of  (he  service.     Thv  present  organiza 
tion  of  the  Department  imparts  to  its  operations  great  ef&ciency,  but  ] 
coacur  fully  in  the  propriety  of  a  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Constructioaf 
ipmeut,  Increa.se,  and  Rejtairs  mlo  two  bureaus.    The  subjects  a 
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arranged  are  incongruous,  and  require  to  a  certain  extent  information 
and  qualifications  altogether  dissimilar. 

The  operations  of  the  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa  have  been  con- 
ducted with  all  due  attention  to  the  object  which  led  to  its  origination, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  officers  and  crews  have  enjoyed  the  best 
possible  health  under  the  system  adopted  by  the  officer  in  command. 
It  is  believed  that  the  United  States  is  the  only  nation  which  has  by  its 
laws  subjected  to  the  punishment  of  death  as  pirates  those  who  may  be 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  A  similar  enactment  on  the  part  of  other 
nations  would  not  fail  to  be  attended  by  beneficial  results. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  which  have  existed  in  the  way  of 
securing  titles  for  the  necessary  grounds,  operations  have  not  yet  been 
commenced  toward  the  establishment  of  the  navy-yard  at  Memphis.  So 
soon  as  the  title  is  perfected  no  further  delay  will  be  permitted  to  inter- 
vene. It  is  well  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  Congress  should 
not  direct  the  establishment  of  a  ropewalk  in  connection  with  the  con- 
templated navy-yard,  as  a  measure  not  only  of  economy,  but  as  highly 
useful  and  necessary.  The  only  establishment  of  the  sort  now  connected 
with  the  service  is  located  at  Boston,  and  the  advantages  of  a  similar 
establishment  convenient  to  the  hemp-growing  region  must  be  apparent 
to  all. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  presents  other  matters  to  your  considera- 
tion of  an  important  character  in  connection  with  the  service. 

In  referring  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral it  affords  me  continued  cause  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  the  affairs  of  the  Department  for  the  last  four  years  have 
been  so  conducted  as  from  its  unaided  resources  to  meet  its  large  expendi- 
tures. On  my  coming  into  office  a  debt  of  nearly  $500,000  existed 
against  the  Department,  which  Congress  discharged  by  an  appropriation 
from  the  Treasury.  The  Department  on  the  4th  of  March  next  will  be 
found,  under  the  management  of  its  present  efficient  head,  free  of  debt  or 
embarrassment,  which  could  only  have  been  done  by  the  observance  and 
practice  of  the  greatest  vigilance  and  economy.  The  laws  have  contem- 
plated throughout  that  the  Department  should  be  self -sustained,  but  it 
may  become  necessary,  with  the  wisest  regard  to  the  pubUc  interests,  to 
introduce  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  system. 

There  is  a  strong  desire  manifested  in  many  quarters  so  to  alter  the 
tariff  of  letter  postage  as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  tax  at  present  imposed. 
Should  such  a  measure  be  carried  into  effect  to  the  full  extent  desired, 
it  can  not  well  be  doubted  but  that  for  the  first  years  of  its  operation  a 
diminished  revenue  would  be  collected,  the  supply  of  which  would  neces- 
sarily constitute  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury.  Whether  such  a  result 
would  be  desirable  it  will  be  for  Congress  in  its  wisdom  to  determine. 
It  may  in  general  be  asserted  as  true  that  radical  alterations  in  any  sys- 
tem should  rather  be  brought  about  gradually  than  by  sudden  changes, 
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and  by  pursuing  this  pnident  policy  in  tlie  reduction  of  letter  postage 
the  Department  might  still  sustain  itself  through  the  revenue  whicH 
would  accrue  by  the  increase  of  letters.  The  state  and  condition  of  the 
public  Treasury  has  heretofore  been  such  as  to  have  precluded  the  recom- 
mendation of  any  material  change.  The  difficulties  upou  this  head  have, 
however,  ceased,  and  a  larger  discretion  is  now  left  to  the  Government. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the  policy  of  authorizing  the  establisliment 
of  a  line  of  steamshi[)s  regularly  to  ply  between  this  countrj'  and  foreign 
ports  and  upon  our  own  waters  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  The 
example  of  the  British  Government  is  well  worthy  of  imitation  in  thia 
respect.  The  belief  is  strongly  entertained  that  the  emoluments  arising 
from  the  transportation  of  mail  matter  to  foreign  countries  would  operate 
of  itself  as  an  inducement  to  cause  indi\'idual  enterprise  to  undertake 
that  branch  of  the  task,  and  the  remuneration  of  the  Government  would 
consist  in  the  addition  readily  made  to  our  steam  navy  in  case  of  emer- 
gency by  the  ships  so  employed.  Should  this  suggestion  meet  your 
approval,  the  propriety  of  placing  such  ships  under  the  command  of 
experienced  officers  of  the  Navy  will  not  escape  j'our  obser\'alion.  The 
application  of  steam  to  the  purposes  of  naval  warfare  cogently  recom- 
mends an  extensive  steam  marine  as  important  in  estimating  the  defenses 
of  the  country.  Fortunately  this  may  be  obtained  by  us  to  a  great 
extent  without  incurring  any  large  amount  of  expenditure.  Steam  ves- 
sels to  be  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  our  principal 
water  courses,  lakes,  and  ports  of  our  coast  could  also  be  so  constructed 
as  to  be  efficient  as  war  vessels  when  needed,  and  would  of  themselves 
constitute  a  formidable  force  in  order  to  repel  attacks  from  abroad, 
can  not  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  other  nations  have  already  added  large 
numbers  of  steamships  to  their  naval  armaments  and  that  this  new  and 
powerful  agent  is  destined  to  revolutionize  the  condition  of  the  world. 
It  becomes  the  United  States,  therefore,  looking  to  tlieir  security,  to  adopt 
a  similar  policy,  and  the  plan  suggested  will  enable  them  to  do  so  at 
small  comparative  cost. 

I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  l)earing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  untii^ 
ing  industry  which  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Cabinet.  Each  in  his  appropriate  sphere  has  rendered  me 
the  most  efficient  aid  in  carrj-ing  on  the  Government,  and  it  will  not,  I 
trust,  appear  out  of  place  for  me  to  bear  this  pubUc  testimony.  The 
cardinal  objects  which  should  ever  be  held  in  view  by  those  intrusted 
with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  are  rigidly,  and  without  favor 
or  affection,  so  to  interpret  the  national  will  expressed  in  the  laws  as 
that  injustice  should  be  done  to  none,  justice  to  all.  This  has  been  the 
rule  upon  which  they  have  acted,  and  thus  it  is  believed  that  fei»'  ( 
if  any,  exist  wherein  our  fellow-citiireus,  who  from  time  lo  time 
been  drawn  to  the  seat  of  Government  for  the  settlement  of  thdr 
actiouii  with  the  GovemiDent,  have  gone  sway  dissatisfied. 
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testimony  has  been  perfected  and  was  esteemed  satisfactory  their  claims 
have  been  promptly  audited,  and  this  in  the  absence  of  all  favoritism  or 
partiality.  The  Government  which  is  not  just  to  its  own  people  can 
neither  claim  their  affection  nor  the  respect  of  the  world.  At  the  same 
time,  the  closest  attention  has  been  paid  to  those  matters  which  relate 
more  immediately  to  the  great  concerns  of  the  country.  Order  and  effi- 
ciency in  each  branch  of  the  pubhc  service  have  prevailed,  accompanied 
by  a  system  of  the  most  rigid  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  receiving 
and  disbursing  agents.  The  fact,  in  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this 
remark,  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  the  revenues  of  the  Government, 
amounting  in  the  last  four  years  to  upward  of  $120,000,000,  have  been 
collected  and  disbursed  through  the  ntunerous  governmental  agents  with- 
out the  loss  by  default  of  any  amount  worthy  of  serious  commentary. 

The  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the  rivers 
of  the  West  and  of  the  harbors  on  the  Lakes  are  in  a  course  of  judicious 
expenditure  under  suitable  agents,  and  are  destined,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to 
realize  all  the  benefits  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  Congress.  I  can 
not,  however,  sufficiently  impress  upon  Congress  the  great  importance 
of  withholding  appropriations  from  improvements  which  are  not  ascer- 
tained by  previous  examination  and  survey  to  be  necessary  for  the  shelter 
and  protection  of  trade  from  the  dangers  of  storms  and  tempests.  With- 
out this  precaution  the  expenditures  ^re  but  too  apt  to  inure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  individuals,  without  reference  to  the  only  consideration  which  can 
render  them  constitutional — ^the  public  interests  and  the  general  good. 

I  can  not  too  earnestly  urge  upon  you  the  interests  of  this  District, 
over  which  by  the  Constitution  Congress  has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  It 
would  be  deeply  to  be  regretted  should  there  be  at  any  time  ground  to 
complain  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  a  community  which,  detached  as  it  is 
from  the  parental  care  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  can  only 
expect  aid  from  Congress  as  its  local  legislature.  Amongst  the  subjects 
which  claim  your  attention  is  the  prompt  organization  of  an  asylum  for 
the  insane  who  may  be  found  from  time  to  time  sojourning  within  the 
District.  Such  coiu"se  is  also  demanded  by  considerations  which  apply 
to  branches  of  the  public  service.  For  the  necessities  in  this  behalf  I 
invite  your  particular  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  thus,  gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  presented  you 
a  true  and  faithful  picture  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  both  foreign 
and. domestic.  The  wants  of  the  public  service  are  made  known  to 
you,  and  matters  of  no  ordinary  importance  are  urged  upon  yotu:  con- 
sideration. Shall  I  not  be  permitted  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy 
auspices  under  which  you  have  assembled  and  at  the  important  change 
in  the  condition  of  things  which  has  occurred  in  the  last  three  years? 
During  that  period  questions  wdth  foreign  powers  of  vital  importance  to 
the  peace  of  our  country  have  been  settled  and  adjusted.  A  desolating 
and  wasting  war  with  savage  tribes  has  been  brought  to  a  dose.     The 
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JDternal  tranquillity  of  the  countr\-,  threatened  by  agitating  questions,  has 
been  preserved.     The  credit  of  the  Government,  which  had  experienced 
a  temporary  embarrassment,  has  been  thoroughly  restored.     Its  coffers, 
which  for  a  season  were  empty,  ha^-e  been  replenished.     A  currency 
nearly  uniform  iu  its  value  has  taken  the  place  of  one  depreciated  and 
almost  worthless.      Commerce  and  manufactures,  which  had  siifTered 
in  common  with  every  other  interest,  have  once  more  revived,  and  the  J 
whole  country  exhibits  an  aspect  of  prosperity  and  happiness.     Trade  I 
and  barter,  no  longer  governed  by  a  wild  and  speculative  mania,  resti 
upon  a  solid  and  substantial  footing,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  our  cities 
iu  every  direction  bespeaks  most  strongly  the  favorable  circumstances 
by  which  we  are  surrounded.     My  happiness  in  the  retirement  which 
shortly  awaits  me  is  the  ardent  hope  which  I  experience  that  this  state  j 
of  prosperity  is  neither  deceptive  nor  destined  to  be  short  lived,  and  that! 
measures  which  have  not  yet  received  its  sanction,  but  which  I  can  not  1 
but  regard  as  closely  connected  with  the  honor,  the  glory,  and  still  more 
enlarged  prosperity  of  the  country,  are  destined  at  an  early  day  to  receive 
the  approval  of  Congress.     Under  these  circumstances  and  mth  these 
anticipations  I  shall  most  gladly  leave  to  others  more  able  than  myself  J 
the  noble  and  pleasing  task  of  sustaining  the  public  prosperity.     I  shall  I 
carry  with  me  into  retirement  the  gratifying  reflection  that  as  my  solen 
object  throughout  has  been  to  advance  the  public  good  I  may  not  entirely 
have  failed  in  accomplishing  it;  and  this  gratification  is  heightened  in 
no  small  degree  by  the  fact  that  when  under  a  deep  and  abiding  sense 
of  duty  I  have  found  myself  constrained  to  resort  lo  the  qualified  veto  it  J 
has  neither  been  followed  by  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  people  natW 
weakened  iu  any  degree  their  attachment  to  that  great  conservative  J 
feature  of  our  Government.  ^^^^  TYLER. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  Decanter  to,  iS^. 
To  Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs: 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Senate,  for  its  ratificatioaV 
and  approval,  a  treaty  which  has  been  concluded  between  Mr,  Gushing^ 
the  United  States  commissioner,  and  the  Chinese  Empire. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  Peeember  to.  1S44. 
To  ike  Senate  0/ the  United  States- 

I  submit  copies  of  tM'o  private  and  confidential  letters  addressed  ba 
Ht.  Fay,  acting  in  his  place  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wbeaton  £ 
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Berlin,  from  which  it  appears  that  should  the  Senate  see  cause  to  ratify 
the  treaty  with  the  States  composing  the  Zollverein  without  reference 
to  the  fact  that  the  time  limited  for  the  exchange  of  its  ratification 
had  expired  the  Germanic  States  would  regard  the  time  fixed  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  as  immaterial  and  would  give  by  their  action 
upon  it  vitality  and  force  to  the  treaty.  I  submit  it  to  your  mature 
consideration  whether,  in  view  of  the  important  benefits  arising  from 
the  treaty  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  and  to  their 
agriculture,  it  would  not  comport  with  sound  policy  to  adopt  that  course. 
The  Executive,  not  regarding  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the  treaty 
as  expressive  of  its  decisive  opinion,  deemed  it  proper  to  reopen  the  nego- 
tiations so  far  as  to  obtain  an  extension  of  time  for  the  interchange  of 
ratifications.  The  negotiation  failed,  however,  in  this  particular,  out 
of  no  disinclination  to  abide  by  the  terms  oLthe  treaty  on  the  part  of 
the  Zollverein,  but  from  a  belief  that  it  would  not  fully  comport  with 
its  dignity  to  do  so.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  10,  1844, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  you  an  extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Hall  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  has  been  received  by  me  since  my  message  of 
the  3d  instant,  containing  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  indemnity 
assumed  to  be  paid  by  the  Republic  of  Venezuela  in  the  case  of  the  brig 
Morris  has  been  satisfactorily  arranged.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  December  18, 1844, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  dispatches  received  from  our  minister  at 

Mexico  since  the  commencement  of  your  present  session,  which  claim 

from  their  importance,  and  I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  calm  and  dehb- 

erate  consideration.     The  extraordinary  and  highly  ofiFensive  language 

which  the  Mexican  Government  has  thought  proper  to  employ  in  reply 

to  the  remonstrance  of  the  Executive,  through  Mr.  Shannon,  against  the 

renewal  of  the  war  with  Texas  while  the  question  of  annexation  was 

pending  before  Congress  and  the  people,  and  also  the  proposed  manner 

of  conducting  that  war,  will  not  fail  to  arrest  your  attention.     Such 

remonstrance,  urged  in  no  unfriendly  spirit  to  Mexico,  was  called  for 

by  considerations  of  an   imperative  character,  having  relation  as  well 

to  the  peace  of  this  country  and  honor  of  this  Government  as  to  the 

cause  of  humanity  and  civilization.     Texas  had  entered  into  the  treaty 

of  annexation  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Executive,  and  when  for  that 

act  she  was  threatened  with  a  renewal  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Mexico 

she  naturally  looked  to  this  Government  to  interpose  its  efforts  to  ward 
M  P— vol,  IV— 23 
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off  the  threatened  blow.     But  one  course  was  left  the  Executive,  actinjf 
within  the  hmits  of  its  constitntional  competency,  and  that  was  to  pro- 
test iu  respectful,  but  at  the  same  time  strong  and  decided,  terms  against 
it.     The  war  thus  threatened  to  be  renewed  was  promulgated  by  edicts 
and  decrees,  which  ordered  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  military  the  desola- 
tion of  whole  tracts  of  country  and  tile  destruction  without  discriminatioD 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions  of  existence.     Over  the  manner  of  coi 
ducting  war  Mexico  possesses  uo  exclusive  control.     She  has  no  rigU 
to  \-iolate  at  pleasure  the  principles  which  an  enlightened  civilizatiol 
has  laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  nations  at  war,  and  thereby  retrogradi 
to  a  period  of  barbarism,  which  happily  for  tlie  world  lias  long  sinc^ 
passed  away.      All  nations  are  interested  iu  enforcing  an  observancfl 
of  those  principles,  and  the  United  States,  the  oldest  of  the  America 
Republics  and  the  nearest  of  the  civilized  powers  to  the  theater  ( 
which  the.se  enormities  were  proposed  to  be  enacted,  could  not  quietlfl^ 
content  themselves  to  witness  such  a  state  of  things.     They  had  througlifl 
the  Executive  on  another  occasion,  and,  as  was  believed,  with  the  appro-  J 
bation  of  tlie'  whole  countrj',  remonstrated  against  outrages  similar  but  J 
even  less  inhuman  than  those  which  by  her  new  edicts  and  decrees  s 
has  threatened  to  perpetrate,  and  of  which  the  late  inhuman  massacre^ 
at  Tabasco  was  but  the  precursor. 

The  bloody  and  inhumau  murder  of  Fannin  and  his  companions, 
equaled  only  in  sa^-agc  barbarity  by  the  usages  of  the  untutored  Indian 
tribes,  proved  how  little  confidence  could  be  placed  on  the  most  solemn 
stipulations  of  her  generals,  while  the  fate  of  others  who  became  her 
captives  in  war — many  of  whom,  no  longer  able  to  sustain  the  fatigues 
and  privations  of  long  journeys,  were  shot  down  by  the  wayside,  while 
their  companions  who  survived  were  subjected  to  sufferings  even  more 
painful  than  death — had  left  au  indelible  stain  on  the  page  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  Executive,  with  the  evidence  of  au  intention  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  to  renew  scenes  so  revolUug  to  humanity,  could  do  no  less  than 
renew  remonstrances  formerly  urged.  For  fulfilling  duties* so  imperative 
Mexico  has  thought  proper,  through  her  accredited  organs,  because  she 
has  had  represented  to  her  the  inhumanity  of  such  proceedings,  to  indulge 
in  language  unknown  to  the  courtesy  of  diplomatic  intercourse  and  oSen- 
si\-e  in  the  highest  degree  to  this  Government  and  people.  Nor  has  she 
offended  in  this  only.  She  has  not  only  violated  existing  con^'enlioi 
between  the  two  countries  by  arbitrary  and  unjust  decrees  against  o 
trade  and  intercourse,  but  withholds  installments  of  debt  due  to  otir  cit| 
wns  which  she  solemnly  pledged  herself  to  pay  u:ider  circumstance 
which  are  fully  explained  by  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr,  Grc 
our  secretary  of  legation.  And  when  our  minister  lias  invited  theatte 
tion  of  her  Gcrv'emment  to  wrongs  committed  by  her  local  authorities,  i 
only  on  the  property  but  on  the  persons  of  our  fellow-citizens  engagi 
niting  fair  and  honest  purauitii,  she  ha.<i  added  insult  to  inju] 
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by  not  even  deigning  for  months  together  to  return  an  answer  to  his 
representations.  Still  further  to  manifest  her  unfriendly  feelings  toward 
the  United  States,  she  has  issued  decrees  expelling  from  some  of  her 
Provinces  American  citizens  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life, 
and  now  denies  to  those  of  our  citizens  prosecuting  the  whale  fishery  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  the  Pacific  the  privilege,  which  has  through  all 
time  heretofore  boen  accorded  to  them,  of  exchanging  goods  of  a  small 
amount  in  value  at  her  ports  in  California  for  supplies  indispensable  to 
their  health  and  comfort. 

Nor  will  it  escape  the  observation  of  Congress  that  in  conducting  a  cor- 
respondence with  a  minister  of  the  United  States,  who  can  not  and  does 
not  know  any  distinction  between  the  geographical  sections  of  the  Union, 
charges  wholly  unfounded  are  made  against  particular  States,  and  an 
appeal  to  others  for  aid  and  protection  against  supposed  wrongs.  In  this 
same  connection,  sectional  prejudices  are  attempted  to  be  excited  and  the 
hazardous  and  unpardonable  effort  is  made  to  foment  divisions  amongst 
the  States  of  the  Union  and  thereby  imbitter  their  peace.  Mexico  has 
still  to  learn  that  however  freely  we  may  indulge  in  discussion  among 
ourselves,  the  American  people  will  tolerate  no  interference  in  their 
domestic  affairs  by  any  foreign  government,  and  in  all  that  concerns 
the  constitutional  guaranties  and  the  national  honor  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  but  one  mind  and  ope  heart. 

The  subject  of  annexation  addresses  itself,  most  fortunately,  to  every 
portion  of  the  Union.  The  Executive  would  have  been  unmindful  of  its 
highest  obligations  if  it  could  have  adopted  a  course  of  policy  dictated  by 
sectional  interests  and  local  feelings.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  because 
the  question  was  neither  local  nor  sectional,  but  made  its  appeal  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  Union,  and  of  every  State  in"  the  Union,  that 
the  negotiation,  and  finally  the  treaty  of  annexation,  was  entered  into; 
and  it  has  afforded  me  no  ordinary  pleasure  to  perceive  that  so  far  as 
demonstrations  have  been  made  upon  it  by  the  people  they  have  pro- 
ceeded from  all  portions  of  the  Union.  Mexico  may  seek  to  excite 
divisions  amongst  us  by  uttering  unjust  denunciations  against  particu- 
lar States,  but  when  she  comes  to  know  that  the  invitations  addressed 
to  our  fellow-citizens  by  Spain,  and  afterwards  by  herself,  to  settle 
Texas  were  accepted  by  emigrants  from  all  the  States,  and  when,  in 
addition  to  this,  she  refreshes  her  recollection  with  the  fact  that  the  first 
effort  which  was  made  to  acquire  Texas  was  during  the  Administration 
of  a  distinguished  citizen  from  an  Eastern  State,  which  was  afterwards 
renewed  under  the  auspices  of  a  President  from  the  Southwest,  she  will 
awake  to  a  knowledge  of  the  futility  of  her  present  purpose  of  sowing 
dissensions  among  us  or  producing  distraction  in  our  councils  by  attacks 
either  on  particular  States  or  on  persons  who  are  now  in  the  retirement 
of  private  life. 

Considering  the  appeal  which  she  now  makes  to  eminent  citizens  by 
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name,  can  she  hope  to  escape  ceiisiire  for  liaring  ascribed  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  others,  a  design,  as  she  pretends  now  for  the  first  time  revealed,  of 
having  originated  negotiations  to  despoil  her  by  duplicity  and  falsehood 
of  a  portion  of  her  territory?  The  opinion  then,  as  now,  prevailed  with 
the  Executive  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union  was  a  matter  of 
vast  importance.  In  order  to  acquire  that  territorj-  before  it  had  assumed 
a  position  among  the  independent  powers  of  the  earth,  propositions  were 
made  to  Mexico  for  a  cession  of  it  to  the  United  States.  Mexico  saw  in 
these  proceedings  at  the  time  no  cause  of  complaint.  She  is  now.  when 
simply  reminded  of  them,  awakened  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  which 
she.  through  her  secretarj'  of  state,  promulgates  to  the  whole  world  as 
true,  that  those  negotiations  were  founded  in  deception  and  falsehood 
and  superinduced  by  unjust  and  iniquitous  motives.  While  Texas  was 
a  dependency  of  Mexico  the  United  States  opened  negotiations  with  the 
latter  power  for  the  cession  of  her  then  acknowledged  territorj-,  and  now 
that  Texas  is  independent  of  Mexico  and  has  maintained  a  separate  exist- 
ence for  nine  years,  during  which  lime  she  has  been  recei\'ed  into  the 
family  of  nations  and  is  represented  by  accredited  ambassadors  at  many 
of  the  principal  Courts  ^f  Europe,  and  when  it  has  become  obWous  to  the 
whole  world  that  she  is  forever  lost  to  Mexico,  the  United  States  ischarged 
nitb  deception  and  falsehood  in  all  relating  to  the  past,  and  condemnatory 
accusations  are  made  against  States  which  have  had  no  special  agency  in 
the  matter,  because  the  Executive  of  the  whole  Union  has  negotiated  with 
free  and  independent  Texas  upon  a  matter  vitally  important  to  the  inter- 
ests of  both  countries;  and  after  nine  years  of  unavailing  war  Mexico 
now  announces  her  intention,  through  her  secretary  of  foreign  affairs, 
never  to  consent  to  the  independence  of  Texas  or  to  abandon  the  effort 
to  reconquer  that  Republic.  She  thus  announces  a  perpetual  claim, 
which  at  the  end  of  a  century  will  furnish  her  as  plausible  a  ground  for 
discontent  against  any  nation  which  at  the  end  of  that  time  may  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  Texas  as  she  possesses  at  this  moment  against  the  United 
States.  The  lapse  of  lime  can  add  nothing  to  her  title  to  independence. 
A  course  of  conduct  such  as  has  been  described  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
in  \'to1ation  of  all  friendly  feeling  and  of  the  courtesy  which  should  char- 
acterize the  intercourse  between  the  nations  of  the  earth,  might  well 
justify  the  United  States  in  a  resort  to  any  measures  to  vindicate  tbdr 
national  honor;  but,  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  general 
peace,  and  in  view  of  the  present  condition  of  Mexico,  the  Executive 
resting  upon  its  integrity,  and  not  fearing  but  tliat  the  judgment  of  tl 
world  will  duly  appreciate  its  motives,  abstains  from  recommending  fi 
Congress  a  resort  to  measures  of  redress  and  contents  itself  with  rcurgiiu 
upon  that  body  prompt  and  immediate  action  on  tlie  >ubject  of  anuexi 
lion.  By  adopting  that  measure  the  United  States  will  be  in  the  cxa 
of  an  undoubted  right;  and  if  Mexico,  not  regarding  their  forbt 
shall  aggravate  the  injustice  of  her  conduct  by  a  declaration  of  i 
against  them,  upon  her  head  will  rest  all  the  resi>»n^bility. 

JOHN  TYLER.  I 
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Washington,  December  23,  184.4., 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  messenger  who  lately  bore  to  Berlin  the  ratified  cx)py  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubaine  and  taxes  on  emi- 
gration between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Hesse,  has  just  returned  to  Washington,  bearing  with  him  the  exchange 
copy  of  said  convention.  It  appears  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
did  not  take  place  until  the  i6th^day  of  October,  twenty  days  after  the 
period  fixed  by  the  convention  itself  for  that  purpose.  This  informality, 
which  it  would  seem  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  from  Berlin  of  the 
plenipotentiary  from  Hesse  and  by  the  time  necessarily  required  for 
the  preparation  of  the  document,  has  been  waived  by  the  representative 
of  that  Government. 

This  subject  is  now  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  23,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied 
by  copies  of  the  correspondence*  asked  for  by  your  resolution  of  the  12th 
instant.  jqjj^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  2,  184$, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stdtes: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by 

a  copy  of  a  letter f  from  Mr.  Raymond,  secretary  of  legation  and  charg^ 

d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's 

resolution  of  the  i6th  December  last.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  2,  184^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  your  resolution  of  the  19th  December  last,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  letter  J  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  ^q^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  p,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  June  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers.§  JOHN  TYLER. 

*  Sxtracts  from  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  Statelo  the  United  States  minister  to  France 
relative  to  the  proposed  annexation  of  Texas,  etc 

t  Relating  to  the  public  debt  and  public  lands  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

X  Transmitting  copies  of  treaties  between  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  Great  Britain  and  Prance. 

2  Copy  of  the  instructions  to  George  W.  Erving  upon  his  appointment  as  minister  to  Spain  in 
1814  and  daring  his  mission  to  that  Court. 
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'Wasbihgtok,  /anuarj'  p,  1845. 


To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  additional  docum^its  having  relation  to  the  treaty  J 
with  China,  which  may  enable  the  Senate  more  satisfactorily  to  act  f 


upon  it. 


JOHN  TVl^R. 


Washington,  January  si,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  an  abstract  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  I 
States  of  America  and  the  Cliinese  Empire  concluded  at  Wang-Hiya  en  j 
the  3d  of  July  last,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  on  the  l6th  instant,  and 
which,  ha\'ing  also  been  ratified  by  the  Emperor  of  China,  now  awaits   1 
only  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  in  China,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  special  mission  authorized  by  -Congress  for  this  purpose 
has  fully  succeeded  in  the  accomplishment  so  far  of  the  great  objects  for 
which  it  was  appointed,  and  in  placing  our  relations  with  China  on  a 
new  footing  eminently  fa\'orabIe  to  the  commerce  and  otlier  interests  of  , 
the  United  States.  I 

In  A-iew  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  our  national  concerns,    1 
actual  and  prospective,  in  China,  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Con-    | 
gress  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  preservation  and  cultivation 
of  the  subsisting  relations  of  amity  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Chinese  Government,  either  by  means  of  a  permanent  minister  or  com- 
missioner with  diplomatic  functions,  as  in  the  case  of  certain  of  the 
Mohammedan  States.     It  appears  by  one  of  the  extracts  annexed  that 
the  establishment  of  the  British  Government  in  China  condsts  both  of 
a  plenipotentiary  and  also  of  paid  consuls  for  all  the  five  ports,  one  of 
whom  has  the  title  and  exercises  the  functions  of  consul-general;  and 
France  has  also  a  salaried  consul-general,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  . 
States  seem  in  like  manner  to  call  for  some  representative  in  China  of  a  1 
higher  class  than  an  ordinary  commenrial  consulate. 

1  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing some  special  provision  by  law  for  the  securit>'  of  the  independent  and 
honorable  position  which  the  treaty  of  Wang-Hiya  confers  on  citizens  of 
the  United  States  residing  or  doing  business  Id  China.     By  the  twenty- 
first  and  twenty-fifth  articles  of  the  treaty  (copies  of  which  are  sabjoined  J 
in  exienso)  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  China  are  wholly  exempted,  ' 
as  well  in  criminal  as  in  civil  matters,  from  the  local  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chinese  Govenimeiit  and  made  amenable  to  the  lan-s  and  suttject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  appropriate  authorities  of  the  United  States  alone. 
Some  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  seems  desirable  Jn  order  to  give  full' J 
effect  to  these  important  conces^ons  of  tlK  Chinese  Gov-ernment. 

JOHN  TYLER, 
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Washington,  January  ^p,  184.5, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  IlHnois, 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions*  adopted  by  the  general 
assembly  of  that  State.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  February  j,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  ultimo,  calling  for 
information  in  reference  to  the  indemnities  stipulated  to  be  paid  pursuant 
to  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic of  the  30th  of  January,  1843,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  and  the  documents  which 
accompanied  them.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  j,  1845, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  requesting  information  upon  the  subject  of  embezzlement  of 
public  money,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  j,  1845, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

*  

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
i6th  ultimo,  calling  for  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  for  copies  of  treaties  between  that  Repub- 
lic and  other  powers,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  4, 1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  December,  I 
herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of  Silas  Reed,  principal  surveyor  of  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois, together  with  all  the  complaints  against  him  and  all  the  evidence 
taken  in  relation  thereto.  I  did  not  consider  the  irregularities  into  which 
the  surveyor-general  had  fallen  as  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  induce  his 
dismissal  from  office  at  the  time  that  the  papers  reached  me,  having  become 
convinced,  upon  inquiry  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
of  the  ability,  efficiency,  and  fidelity  of  the  surveyor-general  in  all  things 

*  Asking  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
BUtcs. 
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appertaining  lo  his  office;  but  since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  by  the 
Senate  1  regarded  the  matter  as  so  augmented  in  importance  as  lo  induce 
me  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
lor  a  minute  and  thorough  examination.     A  copy  of  the  report  which 
he  has  made,  and  also  the  defense  of  Dr.  Reed,  accompanies  the  papers, 
It  has  seemed  to  rae  that  the  facts  set  fortli  by  the  report  exhibit  certain 
irregularities  which  are  properly  reprehensible,  but  from  wluch  neither 
the  surveyor-general,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  \\e\\,  derived  profit  nor 
the  Government  sustained  loss,  and  which  the  reproof  contained  in  the   , 
Commissioner's  report  will  in  all  future  cases  restrain;  while  the  high] 
testimony  borne  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  generally  excellent  deport*, 
ment  in  office  of  the  sur\ey or- general  has  seemed  to  me  to  mark  the  case  \ 
more  as  one  meriting  disapproval  and  correction  in  future  than  the  seveiel 
punishment  of  dismissal.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  February  5,  1S45. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  itsj 
resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together'] 
with  copies  of  documents*  therein  referred  to. 

JOHN  TYLER.   ' 

Washington.  February  f,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  comphauce  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  loth  of  December  1 
last,  requesting  further  correspondence  touching  the  relations  between  the  j 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic.  I  transmit  herewith  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHX  rVLER. 

Washington,  February  7,  /Sfs- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  t  requested  by  the  resolution  of 
Senate  ot  the  .d  of  Januar)-  last.  jqjjj.  ^^.^^^  | 

Washington,  Ftbmary  j.  tS4S- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  , 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4tli  instant,  requesUl 
information  relative  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Duff  Green  ia  the 
of  this  Government,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
^'"'^  JOHN  TYLER. 

•CDrt«<pondco(«  nlciive  to  Uc  nmndtr  by  CnU  llrit>in  r>i  fotllln  crtnbMl*  (ran  ^ 
Boder  Ihr  tnatr  ol  WiihiDclou. 
t  OI  Ucutceuit  U.  n-Bpr  llallfCk,  ol  ItK  Bnxleccr  Ccrp*.  en  th>  Binnt  of  umui 
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Washington,  February  12,  184^. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexican  Republic,  requested 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth  of  January, 

^^^'  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  12,  1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Mexican  RepubUc,  requested  by  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  December,  1843. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington  City,  February  /j,  1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  Senate,  a 
treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Seminole  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the 
4th  day  of  January  last.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  14, 184s , 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  certain  documents  connected  with  the  case  of  Silas 
Reed,*  and  which  were  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  packet  of  papers 
which  accompanied  my  message  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  17,  184$. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  30th  of  December  last,  requesting  information  with  reference  to 
indemnities  for  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER, 

Washington,  February  ig,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i  ith  December,  1844, 

requesting  the  President  '  'to  lay  before  the  Senate,  if  in  his  judgment 

* 

*  Frindpal  supevor  of  |if  i^Kmri  an^  Jllinois,  official  oondnct  of. 


36a 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Ih-esidcnts 


that  may  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interests,  a  copy  of 
any  iiistmctions  which  may  have  been  given  by  the  Executive  to  the 
American  minister  in  England  on  the  subject  of  the  title  to  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  since  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1841;  also 
a  copy  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  passed  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  between  either  of  the  two 
Governments  and  the  minister  of  the  other,  in  relation  to  that  subject 
since  that  time,"  1  have  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  as  the  negotiation  is 
still  pending,  the  information  sought  for  can  not  be  communicated  without 
prejudice  to  tlie  pubhc  ser\'ice. 

I  deem  it,  however,  proper  to  add  that  considerable  progress  lias  been 
made  in  the  discu&sion ,  which  has  been  carried  on  in  a  very  amicable 
spirit  between  the  two  Governments,  and  thai  there  is  reason  to  hope 
that  it  may  be  terminated  and  the  negotiation  brought  to  a  close  within 
a  short  period. 

I  have  delayed  answering  the  resolution  under  the  expectation  expressed 
in  my  annual  message  that  the  negotiation  would  have  been  terminated 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  tliat  the  informa- 
tion called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  might  be  communicated. 

JOHN  'n'LER. 


Washington,  February  20.  iS^S- 
To  the  Settate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  their  resolution  of  the  17th 

*°^*^*-  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  so.  1843. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  certain 
dispatches  recently  received  from  Mr.  Wise,  our  envoy  extraordinary-  and 
minister  plenipotentiar>'  at  the  Court  of  Brazil,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade,  developing  the  means  used  and  the  dexices  resorted  to  in 
order  to  evade  existing  enactments  upon  that  subject. 

Anxiously  desirous  as  are  the  United  States  to  suppress  a  traffic  so 
revolting  to  humanity,  in  the  efforts  to  accomplish  which  they  have  lieen 
the  pioneers  of  civilized  states,  it  can  not  but  be  a  subject  of  the  most 
profound  regret  that  any  piirtion  of  our  citizens  should  l)c  found  acting 
in  cooperation  with  the  subjects  of  other  powers  in  opposition  lo  the 
policy  of  their  own  Goveniment,  thereby  subjecting  to  suspidoo  and  to 
the  hazard  of  disgrace  the  flag  of  their  own  country.     It  is  true  that  thi» 
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traffic  is  carried  on  altogether  in  foreign  parts  and  that  our  own  coasts 
are  free  from  its  pollution;  but  the  crime  remains  the  same  wherever 
perpetrated,  and  there  are  many  circumstances  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
some  of  our  citizens  are  deeply  involved  in  its  guilt.  The  mode  and 
manner  of  carrying  on  this  trade  are  clearly  and  fearlessly  set  forth  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  and  it  would  seem  that  a  regular  system 
has  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  thwarting  the  poUcy  and  evading 
the  penalties  of  our  laws.  American  vessels,  with  the  knowledge,  as 
there  are  good  reasons  to  believe,  of  the  owners  and  masters,  are  char- 
tered,  or  rather  purchased,  by  notorious  slave  dealers  in  Brazil,  aided 
by  English  brokers  and  capitalists,  with  this  intent.  The  vessel  is  only 
nominally  chartered  at  so  much  per  month,  while  in  truth  it  is  actually 
sold,  to  be  delivered  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  the  charter  party  binding  the 
owners  in  the  meantime  to  take  on  board  as  passengers  a  new  crew  in 
Brazil,  who,  when  delivered  on  the  coast,  are  to  navigate  her  back  to  the 
ports  of  Brazil  with  her  cargo  of  slaves.  Under  this  agreement  the  ves- 
sel clears  from  the  United  States  for  some  port  in  Great  Britain,  where 
a  cargo  of  merchandise  known  as  *  *coast  goods, ' '  and  designed  especially 
for  the  African  trade,  is  purchased,  shipped,  and  consigned,  together 
with  the  vessel,  either  directly  to  the  slave  dealer  himself  or  to  his  agents 
or  accomplices  in  Brazil.  On  her  arrival  a  new  crew  is  put  on  board  as 
passengers  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  consigned  to  an  equally  guilty  factor 
or  agent  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  unlawful  purpose  originally 
designed  is  finally  consummated.  The  merchandise  is  exchanged  for 
slaves,  the  vessel  is  delivered  up,  her  name  obliterated,  her  papers 
destroyed,  her  American  crew  discharged,  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
charterers,  and  the  new  or  passenger  crew  put  in  command  to  carry  back 
its  miserable  freight  to  the  first  contrivers  of  the  voyage,  or  their  employees 
in  Brazil. 

During  the  whole  progress  of  this  tortuous  enterprise  it  is  possible 
that  neither  the  American  crew  originally  enlisted  nor  the  passenger 
crew  put  on  board  in  the  Brazilian  ports  are  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
voyage,  and  yet  it  is  on  these  principally,  ignorant  if  not  innocent,  that 
the  penalties  of  the  law  are  inflicted,  while  the  guilty  contrivers — the 
charterers,  brokers,  owners,  and  masters;  in  short,  all  who  are  most 
deeply  concerned  in  the  crime  and  its  rewards — for  the  most  part 
escape  unpunished. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  examinations  which  have  recently  taken  place 
at  Rio  that  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  as  well  as  our  own 
citizens  are  deeply  implicated  in  this  inhuman  traffic.  British  factors 
and  agents,  while  they  supply  Africa  with  British  fabrics  in  exchange 
for  slaves,  are  chiefly  instrtunental  in  the  abuse  of  the  American  flag; 
and  the  suggest;ions  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wise  (whose  judi- 
cious and  zealous  efforts  in  the  matter  can  not  be  too  highly  commended), 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  British  envoy,  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
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suppressing  the  evil,  desene  your  most  deliberate  consideration,  a^  tfal 
will  receive,  I  doubt  not.  that  of  the  British  Government, 

It  is  also  worthy  of  consideration  whether  any  other  t 
those  now  eicisting  are  necessary  to  give  greater  efficacy  to  the  just  a 
humane  policy  of  our  laws,  which  already  pro\Hde  for  the  restoratloi 
to  Africa  of  slaves  captured  at  sea  by  American  cruisers.     From  time  to  ' 
time  provision  has  been  made  by  this  Government  for  their  comfortable 
support  and  maintenance  during  a  limited  period  after  their  restoration, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  liberal  policy  has  not  been 
adopted  by  Great  Britain.     As  it  is,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  policy  it 
has  adopted  is  calculated  rather  to  perpetuate  than  to  suppress  the  trade 
by  eulisting  very  large  interests  iu  its  favor.     Merchants  and  capitalists'^ 
furnish  the  meausof  carr>ingit  on;  manufactures,  for  which  the  n^^a< 
are  exchanged,  are  the  products  of  her  workshops;  the  slaves,  when  c 
tured,  instead  of  being  returned  back  to  their  homes  arc  transferred  to  ■ 
her  colonial  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  made  the  means  of  swell- 
ing the  amount  of  their  products  by  a  system  of  apprenticeship  for  a  term 
of  years;  and  the  officers  and  crews  who  capture  the  vessels  receive  c 
the  whole  number  of  slaves  so  many  pounds  sterling  per  capita  by  v 
of  bounty. 

It  must  be  obwous  that  while  these  large  interests  are  enlisted  ii 
of  its  continuance  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  suppress  the 
nefarious  traffic,  and  that  its  results  would  be  in  effect  but  a  continuance 
of  the  slave  trade  in  another  and  more  cruel  form;  for  it  can  be  but  a 
matter  of  little  difference  to  the  African  whether  he  is  lorn  from  bis 
country  and  transported  to  the  West  Indies  as  a  stave  in  the  regular 
course  of  the  trade,  or  captured  by  a  cruiser,  transferred  to  the  same 
place,  and  made  to  perform  the  same  labor  under  the  name  of  an  appren- 
tice, which  is  at  present  the  practical  operation  of  the  policy  adopted. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will,  upon 
a  re\new  of  all  the  circumstances  stated  in  these  dispatches,  adopt  more 
efficient  measures  for  the  suppres^on  of  the  trade,  which  she  lias  so  long 
att^npted  to  put  down,  with,  as  yet,  so  Uttle  success,  and  more  consonant 
with  the  original  policy  of  restoring  the  captured  African  to  his  home. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washtngtox,  Fehmnry  it,  iS4S-\ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  \-iew  to  ratifica* 
tion,  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship.  na\'igation,  and  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  New  Granada,  signed  at  Bogota 
on  the  2oth  of  December  last.     A  copy  of  the  papers  on  file  \a  \ 
Department  of  State  relating  to  the  treaty  ts  also  herewith  commm 
I.  for  the  information  of  Ute  Seiule.  lOMK  TVLPrJ 
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Washington,  February  21,  184^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of 
the  14th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers.*  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  21,  184.3- 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  23d  January  last,  asking 
information  **if  any,  and  what,  oflScers  of  the  United  States  have  been 
guilty  of  embezzlement  of  public  money  since  the  19th  August,  1841, 
and,  further,  whether  such  oflScers  have  been  criminally  prosecuted  for 
such  embezzlement,  and,  if  not,  that  the  reasons  why  they  have  not 
been  so  prosecuted  be  communicated,**  I  herewith  transmit  letters  from 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments  and  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  from  various  heads  of  bureaus,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  case  of  embezzlement  by  any  person  holding  oflSce 
under  the  Government  is  known  to  have  occurred  since  the  19th  August, 
1 84 1,  unless  exceptions  are  to  be  fotmd  in  the  cases  of  the  postmaster  at 
Tompkinsville,  Ky.,  who  was  instantly  removed  from  oflSce,  and  all 
papers  necessary  for  his  prosecution  were  transmitted  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  and  John  Flanagan,  superintendent  of  lead 
mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  who  was  also  removed,  and  whose  place 
of  residence,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the  head  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau,  has  been,  and  still  is,  unknown.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  24,  1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion concluded  by  the^  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin  with  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  dated  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  1845,  for  the 
mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d^aubaine  and  taxes  on  emigration  between 
that  Government  and  the  United  States,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  minister  explanatory  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  same. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  26,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, inclosing  reports  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OflSce, 
dated  the  25th  instant,  and  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with 
your  resolution  of  the  17th  instant,  asking  for  information  relative  to  res- 
ervations of  mineral  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  base  line 
and  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  JOHN  TYLER. 

^lostnictions  to  Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  commisskmer  to  China  and  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Cldna,  etc. 
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Washington,  February  26,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  cx)mmunicate  a  dispatch  recently  received,  and  an  extract 

from  one  of  a  prior  date,  from  our  minister  at  Mexico,  which  I  deem  it 

important  to  lay  confidentially  before  the  Senate. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  26,  184.5, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  I 

herewith  transmit  the  information*  called  for. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  26,  1845- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  approval,  an  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  extradition  between  the  United  States  and  France  of  the 
9th  of  November,  1843.  It  will  be  found  to  contain  the  amendments 
suggested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  June  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  28,  1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  17th 
instant,  a  report t  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with  the  copies 
of  papers  therein  referred  to.  "  JOHN  TYLER 


VETO  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  February  20, 1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  return  the  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  relating  to  revenue  cutters 
and  steamers,*'  with  the  following  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law: 

The  Executive  has  found  it  necessary  and  esteemed  it  important  to 
the  public  interests  to  direct  the  building  of  two  revenue  boats,  to  be 
propelled  by  wind  or  steam,  as  occasion  may  require — the  one  for  the 
coast  of  Georgia  and  the  other  for  Mobile  Bay,  to  be  used  as  dispatch 

*  operations  of  the  United  States  squadron  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  the  growth,  condition, 
and  influence  of  the  American  colonies  there,  and  the  nature,  extent,  and  progress  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  with  the  same. 

t  Relating  to  redress  from  the  British  Government  for  the  illegal  capture  of  the  fishing  schooner 
Arjrus  and  other  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  under  a  pretended  in f ruction  of  the 
convention  of  October  »,  1818. 
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vessels  if  necessary.  The  models  have  been  furnished  by  the  Navy 
Department  and  side  wheels  have  been  ordered,  as  being  best  tested  and 
least  liable  to  failure.  The  one  boat  is  directed  to  be  built  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  the  other  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  contracts  have  been  regularly 
entered  into  for  their  construction.  The  contractors  have  made  and  are 
making  all  necessary  arrangements  in  procuring  materials  and  sites  for 
building,  etc.,  and  have  doubtless  been  at  considerable  expense  in  the 
necessary  preparations  for  completing  their  engagements.  It  was  no 
part  of  the  intention  of  the  Senate  in  originating  the  bill,  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, to  violate  the  sanctity  of  contracts  regularly  entered  into  by  the 
Government.  The  language  of  the  act,  nevertheless,  is  of  a  character  to 
produce  in  all  probability  that  effect.  Its  language  is  * '  that  no  revenue 
cutter  or  revenue  steamer  shall  hereafter  be  built  (excepting  such  as  are 
now  in  the  course  0/ building  or  equipment)  nor  purchased  unless  an  appro- 
priation be  first  made  by  law  therefor.  *  *  The  building  of  the  two  cutters 
under  contract  can  not  be  said  properly  to  have  commenced,  although 
preparations  have  been  made  for  building;  but  even  if  the  construction 
be  ambiguous,  it  is  better  that  all  ambiguity  should  be  removed  and  thus 
the  hazard  of  violating  the  pledged  faith  of  the  country  be  removed  along 
with  it. 

I  am  free  to  confess  that,  existing  contracts  being  guarded  and  pro- 
tected, the  law  to  operate  in  futuro  would  be  regarded  as  both  proper 
and  wise. 

With  these  objections,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated for  its  final  constitutional  action.  JOHN  TYLER 


PROCLAMATION. 

[Prom  Senate  Journal,  Twenty-eighth  Cong^ress,  second  session,  p.  271.] 

Washington,  January  8,  184^. 

To  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

Sir:  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  States  requiring  that  the  Senate 
should  be  in  session  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  March  next,  to  receive  and 
act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  your  attendance  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  this  city,  on  that 
day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  accordingly  requested. 

JOHN  TYI^ER. 


JAMES    K.   POLK 
Engraved  by  specia)  permission,  from  the  original    n  the  White  Hoube  by  Healy 
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James  Knox  Polk  was  bom  in  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1795.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Polk,  a  farmer,  whose  father, 
Ezekiel,  and  his  brother,  Colonel  Thomas  Polk,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  were  sons  of  Robert  Polk  (or 
Pollock),  who  was  bom  in  Ireland  and"  emigrated  to  America.  His 
mother  was  Jane,  daughter  of  James  Knox,  a  resident  of  Iredell  County, 
N.  C,  and  a  captain  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  His  father  removed 
to  Tennessee  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  and  settled  in  the  valley  of  Duck 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Tennessee,  in  a  section  that  was  erected  the 
following  year  into  the  county  of  Maury;  he  died  in  1827.  James  was 
brought  up  on  the  farm;  was  inclined  to  study,  and  was  fond  of  reading. 
He  was  sent  to  school,  and  had  succeeded  in  mastering  the  English 
branches  when  ill  health  compelled  his  removal.  Was  then  placed  with 
a  merchant,  but,  having  a  strong  disHke  to  commercial  pursuits,  soon 
returned  home,  and  in  July,  1813,  was  given  in  charge  of  a  private 
tutor.  In  18 15  entered  the  sophomore  class  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  As  a  student  he  was  correct,  punctual,  and  industrious.  At 
his  graduation  in  18 18  he  was  oflScially  acknowledged  to  be  the  best 
scholar  in  both  the  classics  and  mathematics,  and  delivered  the  Latin 
salutatory.  In  1847  the  university  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Lly.  D.  In  18 19  he  entered  the  law  oflSce  of  Felix  Grundy,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Tennessee  bar.  While  pursuing  his  legal  studies  he 
attracted  the  attention  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  an  intimacy  was  thus 
begun  between  the  two  men.  In  1820  Mr.  Polk  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  established  himself  at  Columbia,  the  cotmty  seat  of  Maury 
County.  He  attained  immediate  success,  his  career  at  the  bar  only 
ending  with  his  election  to  the  governorship  of  Tennessee  in  1839. 
Brought  up  as  a  Jeffersonian  and  early  taking  an  interest  in  politics, 
he  was  frequently  heard  in  public  as  an  exponent  of  the  views  of  his 
party.  His  style  of  oratory  was  so  popular  that  his  services  soon  came 
to  be  in  great  demand,  and  he  was  not  long  in  earning  the  title  of  the 
"Napoleon  of  the  Stump.'*  His  first  public  employment  was  that  of 
principal  clerk  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  In  1823  was 
elected  a  member  of  that  body.     In  January,  1824,  he  married  Sarah, 
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daughter  of  Joel  Childress,  a  merchant  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenii. 
In  August.  1825,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from   the  Duck  River 
district,  and  reelected  at  every  succeeding  election  till  1S39.  when  he 
withdrew  from  the  contest  to  become  a  candidate  for  governor.    With.  J 
one  or  two  exceptions,  he  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  Nineteenth  I 
Congress.     He  was  prominently  connected  with  e\-erj'  leading  ijuesUon,  1 
and  upon  all  fie  struck  what  proved  to  be  the  keynote  for  the  action  of 
his  party.     His  maiden  speech  was  in  defense  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constilutiou  giving  the  choice  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
Presidcut  directly  to  the  people.      It  at  once  placed  him  in  the  front  J 
rank  of  Congressional  delraters.     He  opposed  the  appropriation  for  the  I 
Panama  mission,  asked  for  by  President  Adams,  contending  that  such  7 
action  would  tend  to  involve  the  United  States  in  a  war  with  Spain 
and  establish  an  unfortunate  precedent.     In  December,   1827,  he  was 
placed  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  afterwards  was  also 
appointed  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  that  J 
portion  of  President  Adams's  message  calling  attention  to  the  probable  I 
accumulation  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  after  the  anticipated  extin- 
guishment of  the  national  debt.     As  the  head  of  the  latter  committee 
he  made  a  report  denjing  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  collect 
from  the  people  for  distribution  a  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
eninient.  and  maintaining  that  the  revenue  should  be  reduced  to  the 
requirements  of  the  public  service.     During  the  whole  period  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson's  Administration  he  was  one  of  its  leading  supporters,  and  at 
times  its  chief  reliance.     Early  in  1833,  as  a  member  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  he  made  a  minority  report  unfavorable  to  the  Bank 
of  the  Unite<l  States.     During  the  entire  contest  between  the  bank  and 
President  Jackson,  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  deposits  in  October, 
1833.  Mr.  Polk,  as  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  sup- 
ported the  Executive.     He  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  December,  1835.  and  held  that  office  till  1S39.     It  was  his 
fortune  to  preside  over  the  House  at  a  period  when  party  feelings  were 
excited  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  lliat  during 
tlie  first  session  more  appeals  were  taken  from  his  decisions  than  were 
ever  known  before,  he  was  uniformly  sustaineil   by  the   House,  and 
frequently  by  leading  members  of  the  Whig  party.     He  gave  to  the 
Administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren  the  same  unhesitating  suppt 
he  had  accorded  to  that  of  President  Jackson.     On  leaving  Congi 
he  became  the  candidate  of  the  Democrats  of  Tennessee  for  governor^ 
and  was  elected  by  over  2,500  majority.     He  was  an  uusuccessfut  cand^ 
date  for  governor  again  in  1841  and  1843.     In  1839  he  was  nominated  h 
the  legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  otlier  States  for  Vice-President  of  tbi 
Tnited  States,  but  Richard  M.  Johnsou,  of  Kentucky,  was  the  choice 
of  the  great  body  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  accordingly  noi 
On  May  37,  1844,  Mr.  Polk  was  uominated  tor  Pnrsidi 
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United  States  by  the  national  Democratic  convention  at  Baltimore,  and 
on  November  12  was  elected,  receiving  about  40,000  majority  on  the  pop- 
ular vote,  and  170  electoral  votes  to  105  that  were  cast  for  Henry  Clay. 
He  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1845.  Among  the  important  events  of  his 
Administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emy; the  consummation  of  the  annexation  of  Texas;  the  admission  of 
Texas,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  as  States;  the  war  with  Mexico,  resulting 
in  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  the  United  States  acquired  New  Mexico 
and  Upper  California;  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  settling  the  Oregon 
boundary;  the  establishment  of  the  **  warehouse  system;"  the  reenact- 
ment  of  the  independent-treasury  system;  the  passage  of  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Smithsonian  Institution;  the  treaty  with  New  Granada,  the  thirty- 
fifth  article  of  which  secured  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  right  of 
way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama;  and  the  creation  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior.  He  declined  to  become  a  candidate  for  reelection,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  term  retired  to  his  home  in  Nashville.  He  died 
June  15,  1849,  and  was  buried  at  Polk  Place,  in  Nashville.  September 
19,  1893,  the  remains  were  removed  by  the  State  to  Capitol  Square. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Fei,iX)W-Citizens:  Without  solicitation  on  my  part,  I  have  been  cho- 
sen by  the  free  and  voluntary  suffrages  of  my  countrymen  to  the  most 
honorable  and  most  responsible  ofiice  on  earth.  I  am  deeply  impressed 
with  gratitude  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me.  Honored  with  this 
distinguished  consideration  at  an  earlier  period  of  life  than  any  of  my 
predecessors,  I  can  not  disguise  the  difiidence  with  which  I  am  about 
to  enter  on  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 

If  the  more  aged  and  experienced  men  who  have  filled  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States  even  in  the  infancy  of  the  Republic  dis- 
trusted their  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  exalted  station,  what 
ought  not  to  be  the  apprehensions  of  one  so  much  younger  and  less 
endowed  now  that  our  domain  extends  from  ocean  to  ocean,  that  our 
people  have  so  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  at  a  time  when  so  g^eat 
xiiversity  of  opinion  prevails  in  regard  to  the  principles  and  poUcy  which 
should  characterize  the  administration  of  our  Government?  Well  may 
the  boldest  fear  and  the  wisest  tremble  when  incurring  responsibilities 
on  which  may  depend  our  country's  peace  and  prosperity,  and  in  some 
degree  the  hopes  and  happiness  of  the  whole  human  family. 

In  assuming  responsibilities  so  vast  I  fervently  invoke  the  aid  of  that 
Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of 
nations  and  of  men  to  guard  this  Heaven-favored  land  against  the  mis- 
chiefs which  without  His  guidance  might  arise  from  an  unwise  public 


374 


Messages  and  Papers  of  (he  Pi  estdenls 


policy.  With  a  firm  reliance  upon  tbe  \visdom  of  Oninipotence  to  sus- 
tain and  direct  rae  in  the  path  of  duty  which  I  ain  appoinleil  to  pursue, 
I  stand  in  the  presence  of  this  assemhled  multitude  of  my  coimlr>'men 
to  take  upon  myself  the  sotema  obligation  "to  the  best  of  uiy  ability  to 
preser\'e,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 

A  concise  enumeration  of  the  principles  which  will  guide  me  in  tl 
administrative  po\icy  of  the  Government  is  not  only  in  accordance  with 
the  examples  set  me  by  all  my  predecessors,  but  is  eminently  befitting 
the  occasion. 

a    The  Constitution  itself,  plainly  written  as  it  is,  the  safeguard  of  o 
federative  compact,  the  offspriug  of  concession  and  compromise,  binding  . 
together  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  union  this  great  and  increasing  fam- 
ily of  free  and  independent  States,  will  be  the  chart  by  which  I  sliall  be 
directed. 

It  Hill  be  my  first  care  to  administer  the  Government  in  the  true  spirit  ' 
of  that  instrument,  and  to  assume  uo  powers  not  expressly  granted  or 
clearly  implied  in  its  terms.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
one  of  delegated  and  limited  powers,  and  it  is  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
clearly  granted  powers  and  by  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful  or 
unauthorized  imphed  powers  that  we  have  the  only  sure  guaranty  against 
the  recurrence  of  those  unfortunate  collisions  between  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities  which  have  occasionally  so  much  disturbed  the  harmony 
of  our  system  and  even  threatened  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  Union, 

"To  the  States,  resjiectively,  or  to  the  people"  have  been  reserved 
"the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  Unitvd  States  by  the  Constitution 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,"     Each  State  is  a  complete  sover- 
eignty within  the  sphere  of  its  reserved  powers.      The  Go\'emment  of 
the  Union,  acting  within  the  sphere  of  its  delegated  authority,  is  also  a  , 
complete  sovereignty.     While  the  General  Government  should  abstain  ( 
from  the  exercise  of  authority  not  clcarh'  delegated  to  it,  the  States  | 
should  be  ei]nally  careful  that  in  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  tliey  do 
not  overstep  the  limits  of  powers  reser\ed  to  lliem.     One  of  the  most  \ 
distinguished  of  my  predecessors  attached  deserveil  importance  to  "the  I 
support  of  the  State  governments  in  all  their  rights,  as  the  most  com- 
petent administration  for  our  domestic  concerns  and  tbe  surest  bulwark 
against  atitirepublican  teudeucies,"  and  to  the  "preservation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor,  as  the  sheet  anchor  | 
of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety  abroad." 

To  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  intrusted  the  e 
Bive  management  of  our  foreign  affairs.  Beyond  that  it  wields  a  few  J 
general  enumerated  powers.  It  does  not  force  reform  on  the  Stales,  It  J 
leaves  individuals,  over  whom  it  casts  its  protecting  influence,  cntireljr'l 
free  to  improve  llieir  own  condition  by  the  legitimate  excrdsc  of  all  I 
tlieir  mental  and  physical  powers.  It  is  a  common  protector  of  each  »ndl 
til  the  States;  of  every  man  who  lives  upon  onr  soil,  whether  of  nativcj 
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or  foreign  birth;  of  every  religious  sect,  in  their  worship  of  the  Ahnighty 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience;  of  every  shade  of 
opinion,  and  the  most  free  inquiry;  of  every  art,  trade,  and  occupation 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  States.  And  we  rejoice  in  the  general 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  advancement  of  our  country,  which  have  been 
the  offspring  of  freedom,  and  not  of  power. 

This  most  admirable  and  wisest  system  of  well-regulated  self-govern- 
ment among  men  ever  devised  by  human  minds  has  been  tested  by  its 
successful  operation  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  if  preserved  from 
the  usurpations  of  the  Federal  Government  on  the  one  hand  and  the  ex- 
ercise by  the  States  of  powers  not  reserved  to  them  on  the  other,  will, 
I  fervently  hope  and  beUeve,  endure  for  ages  to  come  and  dispense  the 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  distant  generations.  To  effect 
objects  so  dear  to  every  patriot  I  shall  devote  myself  with  anxious  solici- 
tude. It  will  be  my  desire  to  guard  against  that  most  fruitful  source  of 
danger  to  the  harmonious  action  of  our  system  which  consists  in  substi- 
tuting the  mere  discretion  and  caprice  of  the  Executive  or  of  majorities 
in  the  legislative  department  of  the  Government  for  powers  which  have 
been  withheld  from  the  Federal  Government  by  the  Constitution.  By 
the  theory  of  our  Government  majorities  rule,  but  this  right  is  not  an 
arbitrary  or  unlimited  one.  It  is  a  right  to  be  exercised  in  subordina- 
tion to  the  Constitution  and  in  conformity  to  it.  One  great  object  of 
the  Constitution  was  to  restrain  majorities  from  oppressing  minorities  or 
encroaching  upon  their  just  rights.  Minorities  have  a  right  to  appeal 
to  the  Constitution  as  a  shield  against  such  oppression. 

That  the  blessings  of  liberty  which  our  Constitution  seoires  may  be 
enjoyed  alike  by  minorities  and  majorities,  the  Executive  has  been  wisely 
invested  with  a  qualified  veto  upon  the  acts  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  a 
negative  power,  and  is  conservative  in  its  character.  It  arrests  for  the 
time  hasty,  inconsiderate,  or  unconstitutional  legislation,  invites  recon- 
sideration, and  transfers  questions  at  issue  between  the  legislative  and 
^ecutive  departments  to  the  tribunal  of  the  people.  Like  all  other 
powers,  it  is  subject  to  be  abused.  When  judiciously  and  properly  exer- 
cised, the  Constitution  itself  may  be  saved  from  infraction  and  the  rights 
of  all  preserved  and  protected. 

The  inestimable  value  of  our  Federal  Union  is  felt  and  acknowledged 
by  all.  By  this  system  of  united  and  confederated  States  our  people  are 
permitted  collectively  and  individually  to  seek  their  own  happiness  in 
their  own  way,  and  the  consequences  have  been  most  auspicious.  Since 
the  Union  was  formed  the  number  of  the  States  has  increased  from  thir- 
teen to  twenty-eight;  two  of  these  have  taken  their  position  as  members 
of  the  Confederacy  within  the  last  week.  Our  population  has  increased 
from  three  to  twenty  millions.  New  communities  and  States  are  seek- 
ing protection  under  its  aegis,  and  multitudes  from  the  Old  World  are 
flocking  to  our  shores  to  participate  in  its  blessings.    Beneath  its  benign 
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sway  peace  and  prosperity  prevail.     Freed  from  the  burdens  an^  tnis-H 
eries  of  war,  our  trade  and  intercourse  have  extended  tliroughont  Ibe 
world.      Mind,  no  longer  tasked  in  devising  means  to  accomplish  or  resist 
schemes  of  ambition,  nsiirpation,  or  conquest,  is  devoting  itself  to  man's 
true  interests  in  developing  liis  faculties  and  powers  and  the  capacity  of 
nature  to  minister  to  his  enjoyments.     Genius  is  free  to  announce  its 
inventions  and  discoveries,  and  the  hand  is  free  to  accomplish  whatever 
the  head  conceives  not  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  a  fellow-being. 
All  disiinctions  of  birth  or  of  rank  have  been  abolished.     All  citizens, 
whether  native  or  adopted,  are  placed  upon  terms  of  precise  equality. 
All  are  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  equal  protection.     No  union  exists   . 
between  church  and  state,  and  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  is  guaranteed   i 
to  all  sects  and  creeds.  ' 

The^  are  some  of  the  blessings  secured  to  our  happy  land  by  our 
Federal  Union.  To  perpetuate  them  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  preserve  I 
it.  Who  shall  assign  limits  to  the  achiev-ements  of  free  minds  and  free 
hands  under  the  protection  of  this  glorious  Union?  No  treason  to  man- 
kind since  the  organization  of  society  would  be  equal  in  atrocity  to  that 
of  liira  who  would  lift  his  hand  to  destroy  it.  He  would  overthrow  the 
noblest  structure  of  hiunan  wisdom,  which  protects  himself  and  his  fel- 
low-man. He  would  stop  the  progress  of  free  government  and  involve 
his  country  either  in  anarchy  or  despotism.  He  would  extinguish  the 
fire  of  liberty,  which  warms  and  animates  the  hearts  of  happy  millions 
and  in\'iles  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  imitate  our  example.  If  he 
say  that  error  and  wrong  are  committed  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government,  let  him  remember  that  nothing  human  can  be  perfect,  and 
that  under  no  other  sj-stem  of  ga\-eniment  revealed  by  Heaven  or  devised 
by  man  has  reason  been  allowed  so  free  and  broad  a  scope  to  combat 
error.  Has  the  sword  of  despots  pro\-ed  to  be  a  safer  or  surer  instrument 
of  reform  in  go^-emment  than  enlightened  reason?  Does  he  expect  to 
find  among  tlie  ruins  of  this  Union  a  happier  abode  for  our  swarminf 
millions  than  they  now  have  under  it?  Everj-  lover  of  his  countr>-  mu^ 
shudder  at  the  thought  of  the  possibihty  of  its  dissolution,  and  will  be 
ready  to  adopt  the  patriotic  sentiment,  "Our  Federal  Union — it  mtlst 
be  preserved."  To  prescr\-e  it  the  compromises  which  alone  enabled 
our  fathers  to  form  a  common  constitution  for  the  government  and  pro- 
tection of  60  many  States  and  distinct  communities,  of  such  di\-er9fied  j 
habits,  interests,  and  domestic  institutions,  niust  be  sacredly  and  rdi- 
giously  observe*!.  Any  attempt  to  disturb  or  destroy  these  cotupromises,  1 
being  terms  of  the  compact  of  union,  can  lead  to  none  other  than  the 
most  rtiinous  and  disastrous  consequences. 

It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  that  in  some  sections  of  onr  country  mis- 
guided persons  have  occasionally  indulged  in  schemes  and  agitations  i 
whose  object  Js  the  destmaion  of  domestic  institutioos  existing  in  other  | 
-institutions  which  exiatcd  at  the  adoptioo  of  the  Cimstitutiai 
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and  were  recognized  and  protected  by  it.  All  must  see  that  if  it  were 
possible  for  them  to  be  successful  in  attaining  their  object  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  our  happy  form  of  gov- 
ernment must  speedily  follow. 

I  am  happy  to  believe  that  at  every  period  of  our  existence  as  a  nation 
there  has  existed,  and  continues  to  exist,  among  the  great  mass  of  our 
people  a  devotion  to  the  Union  of  the  States  which  will  shield  and  protect 
it  against  the  moral  treason  of  any  who  would  seriously  contemplate  its 
destruction.  To  secure  a  continuance  of  that  devotion  the  compromises 
of  the  Constitution  must  not  only  be  preserved,  but  sectional  jealousies 
and  heartburnings  must  be  discountenanced,  and  all  should  remember 
that  they  are  members  of  the  same  political  family,  having  a  common 
destiny.  To  increase  the  attachment  of  our  people  to  the  Union,  our  laws 
should  be  just.  Any  policy  which  shall  tend  to  favor  monopolies  or  the 
peculiar  interests  of  sections  or  classes  must  operate  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  interests  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  should  be  avoided.  If  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  be  preserved,  if  sectional  jealousies  and 
heartburnings  be  discountenanced,  if  our  laws  be  just  and  the  Govern- 
ment be  practically  administered  strictly  within  the  limits  of  power  pre- 
scribed to  it,  we  may  discard  all  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  Union. 

With  these  views  of  the  nature,  character,  and  objects  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  value  of  the  Union,  I  shall  steadily  oppose  the  creation 
of  those  institutions  and  systems  which  in  their  nature  tend  to  pervert 
it  from  its  legitimate  purposes  and  make  it  the  instrument  of  sections, 
classes,  and  individuals.  We  need  no  national  banks  or  other  extrane- 
ous institutions  planted  around  the  Government  to  control  or  strengthen 
it  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  its  authors.  Experience  has  taught  us 
how  unnecessary  they  are  as  auxiUaries  of  the  public  authorities — ^how 
impotent  for  good  and  how  powerful  for  mischief. 

Ours  was  intended  to  be  a  plain  and  frugal  government,  and  I  shall 
regard  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  Congress  and,  as  far  as  the 
Executive  is  concerned,  to  enforce  by  all  the  means  within  my  power 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  pubHc  money  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  pubHc  interests. 

A  national  debt  has  become  almost  an  institution  of  European  mon- 
archies. It  is  viewed  in  some  of  them  as  an  essential  prop  to  existing 
governments.  Melancholy  is  the  condition  of  that  people  whose  gov- 
ernment can  be  sustained  only  by  a  system  which  periodically  transfers 
large  amounts  from  the  labor  of  the  many  to  the  coffers  of  the  few.  Such 
a  system  is  incompatible  with  the  ends  for  which  our  repubUcan  Govern- 
ment was  instituted.  Under  a  wise  policy  the  debts  contracted  in  our 
Revolution  and  during  the  War  of  18 12  have  been  happily  extinguished. 
By  a  judicious  application  of  the  revenues  not  required  for  other  neces- 
sary purposes,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  debt  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  last  few  years  may  be  speedily  paid  off. 
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I  regard  the  question  of  annexation  as  belonging  exclusively  to  the 
United  States  and  Texas.  They  are  independent  powers  competent  to 
contract,  and  foreign  nations  hav*e  no  right  to  interfere  with  them  or  to 
take  exceptions  to  their  reunion.  Foreign  powers  do  not  seem  to  appre- 
ciate the  true  eliaracter  of  our  Government.  Our  Union  is  a  confedera- 
tion of  independent  States,  whose  policy  is  peace  with  each  other  and  all 
the  world.  To  enlarge  its  limits  is  to  extend  the  dominions  of  peace 
over  additional  territories  and  increasing  millions.  The  world  has  noth- 
ing to  fear  from  military  ambition  in  our  Government.  While  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  popular  branch  of  Congress  are  elected  for  short  tenns 
by  the  suffrages  of  those  millions  who  must  iu  their  own  persons  bear  all 
the  burdens  and  miseries  of  war,  our  Govenmient  can  not  be  otherwise 
tlian  paci6c.  Foreign  powers  should  therefore  look  on  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States  not  as  the  conquest  of  a  nation  seeking  to 
extend  her  dominions  by  arms  and  violence,  but  as  the  peaceful  acqui- 
sition of  a  territory  once  her  own,  by  adding  another  member  to  oiu- 
confederation,  with  the  consent  of  that  member,  thereby  diminishing  the 
chances  of  war  and  opening  to  them  new  and  ever-increasing  markets 
for  their  products. 

To  Texas  the  reunion  is  important,  because  the  strong  protecting  arm 
of  our  Government  would  be  extended  over  her,  and  the  vast  resources  of 
her  fertile  soil  and  genial  climate  would  be  speedily  developed,  while  the 
safety  of  New  Orleans  and  of  our  whole  southwestern  frontier  against 
hostile  aggression,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  would  be 
promoted  by  it. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  our  national  existence  the  opinion  prevailed 
with  some  that  our  system  of  confederated  States  could  not  opaate  suc- 
cessfully over  an  extended  tenitorj-,  and  serious  objections  have  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  made  to  the  enlargement  of  our  boundaries.     These 
objections  were  earnestly  urged  when  we  acquired  Louisiana.     Experi- 
ence lias  shown  that  they  were  not  well  founded.     The  title  of  numerous 
Indian  tribes  to  vast  tracts  of  country  has  been  extingubhed;    new 
States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union;  new  Territories  have  been 
created  and  our  jurisdiction  and  laws  extended  over  them.    As  our  popu- 
lation has  expanded,  the  Union  has  been  cemented  and  strengthened. 
As  our  boimdaries  have  been  enlarged  and  our  agricultural  population 
has  been  spread  over  a  large  surface,  our  federative  system  has  acquired 
additional  slreugth  and  security.     It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  it 
would  not  be  in  greater  danger  of  overthrow  if  our  present  population   i 
were  confined  to  the  comparatively  narrow  limits  of  the  original  thir- 
teen States  than  it  is  now  that  thej*  are  sjiarsely  settled  o\-er  a  more   | 
expanded  territory.      It  is  confidently  believed  that  our  B>'stera  may  be   i 
safely  extended  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  onr  territorial  limits,  and  that  as   | 
it  shall  be  extended  the  bonds  of  our  Vnioo,  so  far  from  being  weakened, 

mecome  stronger. 


James  K.  Polk  379 

than  the  protected  interests.  In  levying  duties  for  revenue  it  is  doubt- 
less proper  to  make  such  discriminations  within  the  revenue  principle  as 
will  afford  incidental  protection  to  otu*  liome  interests.  Within  the  rev- 
enue limit  there  is  a  discretion  to  discriminate;  beyond  that  limit  the 
rightful  exercise  of  the  power  is  not  conceded.  The  incidental  protec- 
tion afforded  to  our  home  interests  by  discriminations  within  the  reve- 
nue range  it  is  believed  will  be  ample.  In  making  discriminations  all 
our  home  interests  should  as  far  as  practicable  be  equally  protected.  The 
largest  portion  of  our  people  are  agriculturists.  Others  are  employed  in 
manufactures,  commerce,  navigation,  and  the  mechanic  arts.  They  are 
all  engaged  in  their  respective  pursuits,  and  their  joint  labors  constitute 
the  national  or  home  industry.  To  tax  one  branch  of  this  home  indus- 
try for  the  benefit  of  another  would  be  unjust.  No  one  of  these  interests 
can  rightfully  claim  an  advantage  over  the  others,  or  to  be  enriched  by 
impoverishing  the  others.  All  are  equally  entitled  to  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government.  In  exercising  a  sound  discretion  in 
levying  discriminating  duties  within  the  limit  prescribed,  care  should  be 
taken  that  it  be  done  in  a  manner  not  to  benefit  the  wealthy  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  toiling  milhons  by  taxing  lowest  the  luxuries  of  life,  or 
articles  of  superior  quality  and  high  price,  which  can  only  be  consumed^ 
by  the  wealthy,  and  highest  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  articles  of  coarse 
quality  and  low  price,^  which  the  poor  and  great  mass  of  our  people  must 
consume.  The  burdens  of  government  should  as  far  as  practicable  be  dis- 
tributed justly  and  equally  among  all  classes  of  our  population.  These 
general  views,  long  entertained  on  this  subject,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  reiterate.  It  is  a  subject  upon  which  conflicting  interests  of  sections 
and  occupations  are  supposed  to  exist,  and  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession 
and  compromise  in  adjusting  its  details  should  be  cherished  by  every  part 
of  our  widespread  country  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  harmony  and  a 
cheerful  acquiescence  of  all  in  the  operation  of  our  revenue  laws.  Our 
patriotic  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  Union  will  readily  submit  to  the 
payment  of  such  taxes  as  shall  be  needed  for  the  support  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  if  they  are  so  levied  as  to  distribute 
the  burdens  as  equally  as  possible  among  them. 

The  Republic  of  Texas  has  made  known  her  desire  to  come  into  our 
Union,  to  form  a  part  of  our  Confederacy  and  enjoy  with  us  the  blessings 
of  liberty  secured  and  guaranteed  by  our  Constitution.  Texas  was  once 
a  part  of  our  country — ^was  unwisely  ceded  away  to  a  foreign  power — ^is 
now  independent,  and  possesses  an  undoubted  right  to  dispose  of  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  her  territory  and  to  merge  her  sovereignty  as  a  separate 
and  independent  state  in  ours.  I  congratulate  my  country  that  by  an 
act  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  assent  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  given  to  the  reunion,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  two 
countries  to  agree  upon  the  terms  to  consummate  an  object  so  important 
to  both. 
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I  regard  the  question  of  aauexatiou  as  belonging  exclusively  to  the  i 
United  States  aud  Texas.  They  are  independent  powers  competent  to 
contract,  and  foreign  nations  haiJe  no  right  to  interfere  with  them  or  to 
take  exceptions  to  their  reunion.  Foreign  powers  do  not  seem  to  appre- 
ciate the  true  character  of  our  Government.  Our  Union  is  a  confedera- 
tion of  independent  States,  whose  policy  is  peace  with  each  other  and  all 
the  world.  To  enlarge  its  limits  is  to  extend  the  dominions  of  peace 
over  additional  territories  and  increasing  millions.  The  world  has  noth- 
ing to  fear  from  military  ambition  in  our  Government.  While  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  poi>ular  branch  of  Congress  are  elected  for  short  terms 
by  the  suffrages  of  those  millions  who  must  in  their  own  persons  bear  all 
the  burdens  and  miseries  of  war,  our  Goveninient  can  not  be  otherwise 
than  pacific.  Foreign  powers  should  therefore  look  on  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States  not  as  the  conquest  of  a  natioii  seeking  to 
extend  her  dominions  by  arms  and  violence,  but  as  the  peaceful  acqui- 
sition of  a  territory  once  her  own,  by  adding  another  member  to  our 
confederation,  with  the  consent  of  that  member,  thereby  diminishing  tlie 
chances  of  war  and  opening  to  them  new  and  ever- increasing  markets 
for  their  products. 

To  Texas  the  reunion  is  important,  because  the  strong  protecting  arm 
of  our  Government  would  be  extended  over  her,  and  the  vast  resources  of 
her  fertile  soil  and  genial  climate  would  be  speedily  developed,  while  the 
safety  of  New  Orleans  and  of  our  whole  southwestern  frontier  against 
hostile  aggression,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  would  be 
promoted  by  it. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  our  national  existence  the  opinion  prevailed 
with  some  that  our  system  of  confederated  States  could  not  operate  suc- 
cessfully over  an  extended  territor>',  and  serious  objections  have  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  made  to  the  enlargement  of  our  boundaries.  These 
objections  were  earnestly  urged  when  we  acquired  Louisiana.  EspOT- 
cnce  has  shown  that  they  were  not  well  founded.  The  title  of  numerous 
Indian  tribes  to  vast  tracts  of  country  has  been  extinguished;  new 
States  ha^-e  been  admitted  into  the  Union;  new  Territories  have  been 
created  and  our  jurisdiction  and  laws  extended  over  them.  As  our  popu- 
lation has  expanded,  the  Union  has  been  cemented  and  strengthened. 
As  our  boundaries  have  been  enlarged  and  our  agricultural  population 
has  been  spread  over  a  large  surface,  our  federative  system  has  acquired 
additional  strength  and  security.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  it 
would  not  be  in  greater  danger  of  overthrow  if  our  present  population 
were  confined  to  the  comparatively  narrow  hmits  of  the  original  thir- 
teen States  than  it  is  now  that  they  are  sparsely  settled  over  a  more 
expanded  territory.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  our  system  may  be 
safely  extended  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  our  territorial  limits,  and  that  as  . 
il  shall  be  extended  the  bonds  of  our  Union,  so  far  from  being  weakened,  \ 
will  become  stronger. 
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None  can  fail  to  see  the  danger  to  our  safety  and  future  peace  if  Texas 
remains  an  independent  state  or  becomes  an  ally  or  dependency  of  some 
foreign  nation  more  powerful  than  herself.  Is  there  one  among  our 
citizens  who  would  not  prefer  perpetual  peace  with  Texas  to  occasional 
wars,  which  so  often  occur  between  bordering  independent  nations?  Is 
there  one  who  would  not  prefer  free  intercourse  with  her  to  high  duties 
on  all  our  products  and  manufactures  which  enter  her  ports  or  cross  her 
frontiers?  Is  there  one  who  would  not  prefer  an  unrestricted  commu- 
nication with  her  citizens  to  the  frontier  obstructions  which  must  occur 
if  she  remains  out  of  the  Union?  Whatever  is  good  or  eyil  in  the  local 
institutions  of  Texas  will  remain  her  own  whether  annexed  to  the 
United  States  or  not.  None  of  the  present  States  will  be  responsible 
for  them  any  more  than  they  are  for  the  local  institutions  of  each  other. 
They  have  confederated  together  for  certain  specified  objects.  Upon  the 
same  principle  that  they  would  refuse  to  form  a  perpetual  union  with 
Texas  because  of  her  local  institutions  our  forefathers  would  have  been 
prevented  from  forming  our  present  Union.  Perceiving  no  valid  objec- 
tion to  the  measure  and  many  reasons  for  its  adoption  vitally  affecting 
the  peace,  the  safety,  and  the  prosperity  of  both  countries,  I  shall  on  the 
broad  principle  which  formed  the  basis  and  produced  the  adoption  of  our 
Constitution,  and  not  in  any  narrow  spirit  of  sectional  poUcy,  endeavor  by 
all  constitutional,  honorable,  and  appropriate  means  to  consummate  the 
expressed  will  of  the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States  by 
the  reannexation  of  Texas  to  our  Union  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

Nor  will  it  become  in  a  less  degree  my  duty  to  assert  and  maintain  by 
all  constitutional  means  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  that  portion  of 
our  territory  which  lies  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Our  title  to  the 
country  of  the  Oregon  is  ** clear  and  unquestionable,"  and  already  are 
our  people  preparing  to  perfect  that  title  by  occupying  it  with  their 
wives  and  children.  But  eighty  years  ago  our  population  was  confined 
on  the  west  by  the  ridge  of  the  AUeghanies.  Within  that  period — within 
the  lifetime,  I  might  say,  of  some  of  my  hearers— our  people,  increasing 
to  many  millions,  have  filled  the  eastern  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  adven- 
turously ascended  the  Missouri  to  its  headsprings,  and  are  already  en- 
gaged in  establishing  the  blessings  of  self-government  in  valleys  of  which 
the  rivers  flow  to  the  Pacific.  The  world  beholds  the  peaceful  triumphs 
of  the  industry  of  our  emigrants.  To  us  belongs  the  duty  of  protect- 
ing them  adequately  wherever  they  may  be  upon  our  soil.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  our  laws  and  the  benefits  of  our  republican  institutions  should  be 
extended  over  them  in  the  distant  regions  which  they  have  selected  for 
their  homes.  The  increasing  facilities  of  intercourse  will  easily  bring 
the  States,  of  which  the  formation  in  that  part  of  our  territory  can  not 
be  long  delayed,  within  the  sphere  of  our  federative  Union.  In  the 
meantime  every  obligation  imposed  by  treaty  or  conventional  stipulations 
should  be  sacredly  respected. 
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lu  the  managemeut  of  our  foreign  relatious  it  will  be  my  aim  to  I 
observe  a  careful  respect  for  the  rights  of  other  nations,  while  our  own 
will  be  the  subject  of  constant  watchfulness.  Equal  and  exact  justice 
should  characterize  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign  countries.  AH  alli- 
ances having  a  tendency  to  jeopard  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  couiitrj' 
or  sacrifice  any  one  of  the  national  iuterests  will  be  studiously  avoided, 
and  yet  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  to  cultivate  a  favorable  understanding 
with  foreign  governments  by  which  our  navigation  and  commerce  may 
be  extended  and  the  ample  products  of  our  fertile  soil,  as  well  as  the 
manufactures  of  our  skillful  artisans,  find  a  ready  market  and  remunerat- 
ing prices  in  foreign  countries. 

In  taking  "care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  a  strict  per- 
formance of  duty  will  be  exacted  from  all  public  ofBeers.  From  those 
officers,  especially,  who  are  charged  with  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  pubhc  reveuue  will  prompt  and  rigid  accountability  be  required. 
Any  culpable  failure  or  delay  on  their  part  to  account  for  the  moneys 
intnisted  to  them  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  required  by  law  will  ' 
in  every  instance  terminate  the  official  connection  of  such  defaulting  ( 
officer  with  the  Government, 

Although  in  our  countrv'  the  Chief  Magistrate  must  almost  of  necessity 
be  chosen  by  a  party  and  stand  pledged  to  its  principles  and  measures, 
yet  in  his  official  action  he  should  not  be  the  President  of  a  part  only, 
but  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  While  he  executes  the 
laws  with  an  impartial  liaud,  shrinks  from  no  proper  responsibility,  and 
faithfully  carries  out  in  the  executive  department  of  the  Government 
tlie  principles  and  policy  of  those  who  have  chosen  him,  he  should  not 
be  unmindful  that  our  fellow-citizens  who  have  differed  with  him  in 
opinion  are  entitled  to  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  their  opinions  and 
judgments,  and  that  the  rights  of  all  are  entitled  to  respect  and  regard. 

Confidently  relying  upon  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  coordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  I  enter  ' 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  which  have  been  assigned  me  by 
the  people,  again  humbly  supplicating  that  Divine  Being  who  lias  watdied 
over  and  protected  our  lxJo\-ed  country  from  its  infancy  to  the  present 
hour  to  continue  His  gracious  benedictions  upon  us,  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  be  a  prosperous  and  happy  people. 

Makch  +.  1845. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

Washingtox,  .tfarrA  75,  1S45. 
To  Ihf  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  have  received  and  maturely  consdered  the  two  refloluttons  adopted 
by  the  Senate  in  executive  session  on  tlie  12th  instant,  the  first  requeM- 
tng  the  President  to  communicate  information  ti}  the  Senntt  (in  oonli- 
deoce)  of  any  stepe  whidi  have  been  taken,  if  any  were  taken,  I9  tj 
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late  President  in  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  entitled  "A 
joint  resolution  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States/*  and 
if  any  such  steps  have  been  taken,  then  to  inform  the  Senate  whether 
anything  has  been  done  by  him  to  counteract,  suspend,  or  reverse  the 
action  of  the  late  Presideijt  in  the  premises;  and  the  second  requesting 
the  President  **to  inform  the  Senate  what  communications  have  been 
made  by  the  Mexican  minister  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Executive  in  relation  to  Texas. '  * 

With  the  highest  respect  for  the  Senate  and  a  sincere  desire  to  fur- 
nish all  the  information  requested  by  the  first  resolution,  I  yet  entertain 
strong  apprehensions  lest  such  a  communication  might  delay  and  ulti- 
mately endanger  the  success  of  the  great  measure  which  Congress  so 
earnestly  sought  to  accomplish  by  the  passage  of  the  *  *  joint  resolution 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. ' '  The  initiatory  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  to  give  effect  to  this 
resolution  can  not,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  at  this  time  and  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  communicated  without  injiuy  to  the  public 
interest. 

In  conformity  with  the  second  resolution,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the 
Senate  the  copy  of  a  note,  dated  on  the  6th  instant,  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Mexican  Republic,  to  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  late  Secretary  of  State, 
which  is  the  only  communication  that  has  been  made  by  the  Mexican 
minister  to  the  Department  of  State  since  the  passage  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress  for  the  annexation  of  Texas;  and  I  also  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  note  of  the  Mexican 

minister. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Washington  City,  June  16,  184.5, 

Andrew  Jackson  is  no  more.  He  departed  this  Ufe  on  Sunday,  the 
8th  instant,  full  of  days  and  ftdl  of  honors.  His  country  deplores  his 
loss,  and  will  ever  cherish  his  memory.  Whilst  a  nation  mourns  it  is 
proper  that  business  should  be  suspended,  at  least  for  one  day,  in  the 
Executive  Departments,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  illustrious  dead. 

I  accordingly  direct  that  the  Departments  of  State,  the  Treasury, 
War,  the  Navy,  the  Post-OflBce,  the  oflBce  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
the  Executive  Mansion  be  instantly  put  into  mourning,  and  that  they 
be  closed  during  the  whole  day  to-morrow. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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In  the  managemeiit  of  our  foreign  relations  it  will  be  my  i 
observe  a  careful  respect  for  the  rights  of  other  nations,  while  ou 
will  be  the  subject  of  constant  watchfulness.  Equal  and  exact  justice 
should  characterize  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign  countries.  All  alli- 
ances having  a  tendency  to  jeopard  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  country 
or  sacrifice  any  one  of  the  national  interests  will  be  stucUousIy  avoided, 
and  yet  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  to  cultivate  a  favorable  understanding 
with  foreign  goveniuients  by  which  our  navigation  and  commerce  may 
be  extended  and  the  ample  products  of  our  fertile  soil,  as  well  as  the 
manufactures  of  our  skillful  artisans,  find  a  ready  market  and  remunerat- 
ing prices  in  foreign  countries. 

In  taking  "care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  a  strict  per- 
formance of  duty  will  be  exacted  from  all  public  officers.  From  those 
officers,  especially,  who  are  cliarged  with  the  coUecliou  and  disbureement 
of  the  public  revenue  will  prompt  and  rigid  accountability  be  required. 
Any  culpable  failure  or  delay  on  their  part  to  account  for  the  moneys 
intrusted  to  them  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  required  by  law  will 
iu  e^'ery  instance  terminate  the  offi^cial  connection  of  such  defaulting 
officer  with  the  Government. 

Although  in  our  countr>-  the  Chief  Magistrate  must  almost  of  necessity 
be  chosen  by  a  party  and  stand  pledged  to  its  principles  and  measures, 
yet  in  his  official  action  he  should  not  be  the  President  of  a  part  only, 
but  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  While  he  executes  the 
laws  with  an  impartial  hand,  shrinks  from  no  proper  responsibility,  and 
faithfully  carries  out  in  the  executive  department  of  the  Government 
the  principles  and  policy  of  those  who  have  choseu  him,  he  should  not 
be  unmindful  that  our  fellow-citizens  who  have  differed  with  him  in 
opinion  are  entitled  to  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  their  opinions  and 
judgments,  and  that  the  rights  of  all  are  entitled  to  respect  and  regard. 

Confidently  relying  upon  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  coordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  I  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  liigh  duties  which  have  been  assigned  me  by 
the  people,  again  humbly  supplicating  that  Divine  Bting  who  lias  watched 
over  and  protected  our  beloved  countr>-  from  its  infancy  to  the  present 
hour  to  continue  His  gracious  benedictions  upon  us,  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  be  a  prosperous  and  liappy  people. 

March  4,  1845. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

WASitiNGTO.v.  Marrh  15,  184$. 
To  the  Senaieoflkf  Untied  Slates: 

I  have  received  and  maturely  considered  the  two  resolutions  adt^Aed  1 
by  tlie  Senate  in  executive  session  on  the  12th  instant,  the  first  requtrrt- 
ing  the  President  to  communicate  information  to  the  Senate  (in  con6- 
deoce)  of  any  steps  which  have  been  taken,  if  any  were  taken,  by  the  I 
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late  President  in  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  entitled  "A 
joint  resolution  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  *  *  and 
if  any  such  steps  have  been  taken,  then  to  inform  the  Senate  whether 
anything  has  been  done  by  him  to  counteract,  suspend,  or  reverse  the 
action  of  the  late  Presideijt  in  the  premises;  and  the  second  requesting 
the  President  **to  inform  the  Senate  what  communications  have  been 
made  by  the  Mexican  minister  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Executive  in  relation  to  Texas. ' ' 

With  the  highest  respect  for  the  Senate  and  a  sincere  desire  to  fur- 
nish all  the  information  requested  by  the  first  resolution,  I  yet  entertain 
strong  apprehensions  lest  such  a  communication  might  delay  and  ulti- 
mately endanger  the  success  of  the  great  measure  which  Congress  so 
earnestly  sought  to  accomplish  by  the  passage  of  the  "joint  resolution 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. ' '  The  initiatory  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  to  give  effect  to  this 
resolution  can  not,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  at  this  time  and  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  public 
interest. 

In  conformity  with  the  second  resolution,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the 
Senate  the  copy  of  a  note,  dated  on  the  6th  instant,  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Mexican  Republic,  to  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  late  Secretary  of  State, 
which  is  the  only  communication  that  has  been  made  by  the  Mexican 
minister  to  the  Department  of  State  since  the  passage  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress  for  the  annexation  of  Texas;  and  I  also  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  note  of  the  Mexican 

minister. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Washington  City,  June  16,  184.5, 

Andrew  Jackson  is  no  more.  He  departed  this  Ufe  on  Sunday,  the 
8th  instant,  ftdl  of  days  and  ftdl  of  honors.  His  country  deplores  his 
loss,  and  will  ever  cherish  his  memory.  Whilst  a  nation  mourns  it  is 
proper  that  business  should  be  suspended,  at  least  for  one  day,  in  the 
Executive  Departments,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  illustrious  dead. 

I  accordingly  direct  that  the  Departments  of  State,  the  Treasury, 
War,  the  Navy,  the  Post-OflBce,  the  ofl&ce  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
the  Executive  Mansion  be  instantly  put  into  mourning,  and  that  they 
be  closed  during  the  whole  day  to-morrow. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Gemeraj.  Orders,  No.  27. 

War  Department, 
Adjotant-Gen-eral's  Office, 

Washington.  June  t6,  i8f$. 
The  following  general  order  of  the  President,  received  through  the 
War  Department,  announces  to  the  Army  the  death  of  the  illustrious 
ex-President,  General  Andrew  Jackson: 

General  Order. 

Washington,  June  16,  1S45. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  with  heartfelt  sorrow  announces 
to  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Corps  the  death  of  Audrew  Jack- 
son.    On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  8th  day  of  June,  about  6  o'clock, 
he  resigned  his  spirit  to  his  Heavenly  Father.      The  nation,  while  it 
learns  with  grief  the  death  of  its  most  illustrious  citizen,  finds  solace 
in  contemplating  his  venerable  character  and  services.     The  Valley  of 
the  Mississippi  beheld  in  him  the  bravest  and  wisest  and  most  fortunate 
of  its  defenders;  the  country  raised  him  to  the  highest  trusts  in  militarj' 
and  in  civil  life  with  a  confidence  that  never  abated  and  an  affection  tliat 
followed  him  in  undiminished  vigor  to  retirement,  watched  over  his  lat- 
est hours,  and  pays  its  tribute  at  his  grave.     Where\'er  his  lot  was  cast 
he  appeared  among  those  around  him  first  in  natural  endowments  and 
resources,  not  less  than  first  in  authority  and  station.     The  power  of 
his  mind  impressed  itself  on  the  policy  of  his  country,  and  still  lives,  and 
will  Uve  forever  iu  the  memory  of  its  people.     Child  of  a  forest  region 
and  a  settler  of  the  wilderness,  his  was  a  genius  which,  as  it  came  to  the 
guidance  of  affairs,  instinctively  attached  itself  to  general  principles,  and 
inspired  by  the  truth  which  his  own  heart  revealed  to  him  in  singleness 
and  simplicity,  he  found  always  a  response  in  the  breast  of  his  country- 
men.    Crowned  with  glory  iu  war,  iu  his  whole  career  as  a  statesman 
he  showed  himself  the  friend  and  lover  of  peace.     With  au  American 
heart,  whose  throbs  were  all  for  republican  freedom  and  his  native  land, 
he  yet  longed  to  promote  the  widest  intercourse  and  most  intimate  com- 
merce between  the  many  nations  of  mankind.     He  was  the  servant  of 
humanity.     Of  a  vehement  will,  he  was  patient  in  council,  deliberating 
long,  hearing  all  things,  yet  in  the  moment  of  action  deciding  with  ra- 
pidity.    Of  a  noble  nature  and  incapable  of  disguise,  his  thoughts  lay  | 
open  to  all  around  him  and  won  their  confidence  by  his  ingenuous  frank- 
ness.     His  judgment  was  of  that  solidity  tliat  he  ever  len)i>ered  vigor  I 
with  prudence.     The  flushings  of  anger  could  never  cloud  bis  faculties,  [ 
but  rather  kindled  and  lighted  them  up,  quickening  their  energj'  without  I 
disturbing  their  balance.     In  war  his  eye  at  a  glance  discerned  his  p1an&  I 
with  unerring  sagadtj*:  in  peace  he  proposed  measures  »Hth  an  instiuc-  I 
ttve  wisdom  of  which  the  iuf^piralious  were  prophecy.    In  discipline  slem,  J 
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in  a  just  resolution  inflexible,  he  was  full  of  the  gentlest  affections,  ever 
ready  to  solace  the  distressed  and  to  relieve  the  needy,  faithful  to  his 
friends,  fervid  for  his  country.  Indifferent  to  other  rewards,  he  aspired 
throughout  life  to  an  honorable  fame,  and  so  loved  his  fellow-men  that 
he  longed  to  dwell  in  their  affectionate  remembrance.  Heaven  gave  him 
length  of  days  and  he  filled  them  with  deeds  of  greatness.  He  was 
always  happy — happy  in  his  youth,  which  shared  the  achievement  of  our 
national  independence;  happy  in  his  after  years,  which  beheld  the  Valley 
of  the  West  cover  itself  with  the  glory  of  free  and  ever-increasing  States; 
happy  in  his  age,  which  saw  the  people  multiply  from  two  to  twenty 
millions  and  freedom  and  union  make  their  pathway  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific;  thrice  happy  in  death,  for  while  he  believed  the  liberties  bf  his 
country  imperishable  and  was  cheered  by  visions  of  its  constant  advance- 
ment, he  departed  from  this  life  in  a  full  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality 
through  the  merits  and  atonement  of  the  Redeemer. 

Ofl&cers  of  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Corps  will  wear  crape 
on  the  left  arm  and  on  their  swords  and  the  colors  of  the  several  regi- 
ments will  be  put  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  six  months.  At  the 
naval  stations  and  the  public  vessels  in  commission  the  flags  will  be  worn 
at  half-mast  for  one  week,  and  on  the  day  after  this  order  is  received 
twenty-one  minute  guns  will  be  fired,  beginning  at  12  o'clock. 

At  each  military  station  the  day  after  the  reception  of  this  order  the 
national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-staff  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  thir- 
teen guns  will  be  fired  at  daybreak,  half-hour  guns  during  the  day,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  day  a  general  salute.  The  troops  will  be  paraded  at 
10  o'clock  and  this  order  read  to  them,  on  which  the  labors  of  the  day 
will  cease. 

Let  the  virtues  of  the  illustrious  dead  retain  their  influence,  and  when 
energy  and  courage  are  called  to  trial  emulate  his  example. 

GEORGE  BANCROFT, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War^  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
By  order: 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant'General. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December  2,  184.5. 

Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  is  to  me  a  source  of  unaffected  satisfaction  to  meet  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  the  people  in  Congress  assembled,  as  it  will  be  to 
receive  the  aid  of  their  combined  wisdom  in  the  administration  of  public 

affairs.     In  performing  for  the  first  time  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  the 
M  P— vol*  rv— 25 
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Constitution  of  giving  to  you  iufortnatiou  of  the  state  of  the  Union  andV 
recommending  to  your  consideration  such  measures  as  in  my  judgtnentff 
are  necessary  and  expedient.  I  am  happy  that  I  can  congratulate  yo 
the  continued  prosperity  of  our  country.     Under  the  blessings  of  Divitu 
Providence  and  the  benign  influence  of  our  free  institutions,  it  standi 
before  the  world  a  spectacle  of  national  happiness. 

With  our  unexampled  advancement  in  all  the  elements  of  national 
greatness,  the  affection  of  the  people  is  confirmed  for  the  Union  of  the 
States  and  for  tlie  doctrines  of  popular  liberty  which  lie  at  the  foundation 
of  our  Government. 

It  becomes  us  in  humility  to  make  our  devout  acknowledgments  toj 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  inestimable  civil  and  Teiigiousl 
blessings  with  which  we  are  favored. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  our  relations  with"  foretgnJ 
powers.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  though  with  some  of  theml 
there  have  existed  since  your  last  session  serious  causes  of  irritation  andl 
misunderstanding,  yet  no  actual  hostilities  have  taken  place.  Adopt- 1 
ing  the  maxim  in  the  conduct  of  our  foreign  affairs  "to  ask  nothing^fl 
that  is  not  right  and  submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong,"  it  has  been  my  I 
anxious  de.'iire  to  presene  peace  with  all  nations,  but  at  the  same  time.| 
to  be  prepared  to  resist  aggression  and  maintain  all  our  just  rights. 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  '  ■  for  annexing  Texas  1 
to  the  United  States."  my  predecessor,  on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1845,  T 
elected  to  submit  the  first  and  second  sections  of  that  resolution  to  thel 
Republic  of  Texas  as  an  overture  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  hxs\ 
admission  as  a  Stale  into  our  Union.      This  election  I  approved,  andl 
accordingly  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Texas,  underfl 
instnictions  of  the  loth  of  March,  1845.  presented  these  sections  of  tliea 
resolution  for  the  acceptance  of  that  Republic.     The  executive  govern  J^ 
ment,  the  Congress,  and  the  people  of  Texas  in  convention  have  succ 
sively  complied  with  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  joint  resolution.! 
A  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  Texas,  formed  1 
a  convention  of  deputies,  is  herewith  laid  before  Congress.     It  is  weltl 
known,  also,  that  the  people  of  Texas  at  the  polls  have  accepted  thd 
terms  of  annexation  and  ratified  the  constitution.     I  communicate  I 
Congress  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State    and  om 
cliarg^  d'affaires  in  Texas,  and  also  the  correspondence  of  the  lattei 
with  the  authorities  of  Texas,  together  with  the  official  dociunents  traii» 
mitted  by  him  to  his  own  Government.     The  terms  of  annexation  whicl 
were  offered  by  the  United  States  lia\nng  l>een  accepted  by  Texas.  1 
public  faith  of  both  parties  is  solemnly  pledged  to  the  compact  of  thei 
union.      Nothing  remains  to  consummate  the  event  hut  the  j: 
an  act  by  Congress  to  admit  the  State  of  Texas  iuto  the  Union  upon  a 
equal  footing  with  tlie  original  States.     Strong  reasons  exist  why  thj 
should  be  done  at  au  early  period  of  the  session.     It  will  be  0^ 
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that  by  the  constitution  of  Texas  the  existing  government  is  only  con- 
tinued temporarily  till  Congress  can  act,  and  that  the  third  Monday  of 
the  present  month  is  the  day  appointed  for  holding  the  first  general  elec- 
tion. On  that  day  a  governor,  a  lieutenant-governor,  and  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  will  be  chosen  by  the  people.  The  President  of  Texas 
is  required,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  oflBcial  information  that  the 
new  State  has  been  admitted  into  our  Union  by  Congress,  to  convene 
the  legislature,  and  upon  its  meeting  the  existing  government  will  be 
superseded  and  the  State  government  organized.  Questions  deeply  inter- 
esting to  Texas,  in  common  with  the  other  States,  the  extension  of  our 
revenue  laws  and  judicial  system  over  her  people  and  territory,  as  well 
as  measures  of  a  local  character,  will  claim  the  early  attention  of  Con- 
gress, and  therefore  upon  every  principle  of  republican  government  she 
ought  to  be  represented  in  that  body  without  unnecessary  delay.  I  can 
not  too  earnestly  recommend  prompt  action  on  this  important  subject. 
As  soon  as  the  act  to  admit  Texas  as  a  State  shall  be  passed  the  union  of 
the  two  Republics  will  be  consummated  by  their  own  voluntary  consent. 
This  accession  to  our  territory  has  been  a  bloodless  achievement.  No 
arm  of  force  has  been  raised  to  produce  the  result.  The  sword  has  had 
no  part  in  the  victory.  We  have  not  sought  to  extend  our  territorial  pos- 
sessions by  conquest,  or  our  repubUcan  institutions  over  a  reluctant  peo- 
ple. It  was  the  deliberate  homage  of  each  people  to  the  great  principle 
of  our  federative  union.  If  we  consider  the  extent  of  territory  involved 
in  the  annexation,  its  prospective  influence  on  America,  the  means  by 
which  it  has  been  accomplished,  springing  purely  from  the  choice  of  the 
people  themselves  to  share  the  blessings  of  our  union,  the  history  of 
the  world  may  be  challenged  to  furnish  a  parallel.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  which  at  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion was  bounded  by  the  St.  Marys  on  the  Atlantic,  has  passed  the  capes 
of  Florida  and  been  peacefully  extended  to  the  Del  Norte.  In  contem- 
plating the  grandeur  of  this  event  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  result 
was  achieved  in  despite  of  the  diplomatic  interference  of  European  mon- 
archies. Even  France,  the  country  which  had  been  our  ancient  ally,  the 
country  which  has  a  common  interest  with  us  in  maintaining  the  freedom 
of  the  seas,  the  country  which,  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  first  opened 
to  us  access  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  country  with  which  we  have  been 
every  year  drawing  more  and  more  closely  the  bonds  of  successful  com- 
merce, most  unexpectedly,  and  to  our  unfeigned  regret,  took  part  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  annexation  and  to  impose  on  Texas,  as  a  condition  of 
the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  Mexico,  that  she  would  never  join 
herself  to  the  United  States.  We  may  rejoice  that  the  tranquil  and  per- 
vading influence  of  the  American  principle  of  self-government  was  sufiB- 
cient  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  British  and  French  interference,  and  that 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  of  Texas  has  given  to  that  inter- 
ference a  peaceful  and  effective  rebuke.     From  this  example  European 
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Governments  may  leam  how  vain  diplomatic  arts  and  intrigues  musti 
ever  prove  upon  tliis  contiueut  against  that  system  of  self -government  l 
which  seems  natural  to  our  soil,  and  which  will  ever  resist  foreign  inter-  \ 
ference. 

Toward  Texas  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  liberal  and  generous  spirit  will  J 
actuate  Congress  in  all  that  concerns  her  interests  and  prosperity,  and  1 
that  she  will  never  have  cause  to  regret  that  she  has  united  her  ' '  lone  ' 
star"  to  our  glorious  constellation. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  relations  "with  Mexico  siuce  your  last 
session  have  not  been  of  the  amicable  character  which  it  is  our  desire  to 
cultivate  with  all  foreign  nations.     On  the  6th  day  of  March  last  the 
Mexican  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
Slates  made  a  formal  protest  in  the  name  of  his  Government  against  the  J 
joint  resolution  passed  by  Congress  "for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  I 
the  United  States,"  which  he  chose  to  regard  as  a  \-iolatiou  of  the  rightflj 
of  Mexico,  and  in  consequence  of  it  lie  demanded  his  passports,     Hef 
was  informed  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  con-fl 
sider  this  joint  resolution  as  a  violation  of  any  of  the  rights  of  Mexico,  1 
or  that  it  afforded  any  just  cause  of  offense  to  his  Government;  that  the* 
Republic  of  Texas  was  an  independent  power,  owing  no  allegiance  tol 
Mexico  and  constituting  no  part  of  licr  terrilorj-  or  rightful  sovereignly  1 
and  jurisdiction.     He  was  also  assured  that  it  was  the  sincere  desire 
of  this  Government  to  maintain  with  that  of  Mexico  relations  of  peace 
and  good  uuderstanding.     That  functionary,  however,  notwitlistanding 
these  representations  and  assurances,  abruptly  terminated  his  mission  and 
shortly  afterwards  left  the  country.     Our  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  Mexico  was  refused  all  official  intercourse  with 
that  Government ,  and,  after  remaining  several  months,  by  the  permissioq J 
of  his  own  Government  he  returned  to  the  United  Slates.    Thus,  by  t 
acts  of  Mexico,  all  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  w 
suspended. 

Since  that  time  Mexico  has  until  recently  occupied  an  attitude  of  hos- 
tility toward  the  United  States — has  been  marshaling  and  organizing 
armies,  issuing  proclamations,  and  avowing  the  intention  to  make  war 
on  the  United  States,  either  by  an  open  declaration  or  by  invading  Texas. 
Both  the  Congress  and  convention  of  the  people  of  Texas  invited  this 
Government  to  send  an  army  into  that  territory  to  protect  and  C 
tbetn  against  the  menaced  attack.  The  moment  the  terms  of  annexati 
offered  by  the  United  Slates  were  accepted  by  Texas  the  latter  b 
so  far  a  part  of  our  own  country  as  to  make  it  onr  duly  to  afford  s 
protection  and  defense.  I  therefore  deeraefl  it  proper,  as  a  precaultoi 
measure,  to  order  a  strong  squadron  tolhecoastsof  Mexico  and  to  coao 
trale  an  efficient  militar>'  force  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas. 
Anny  was  ordere«l  to  take  [x)sition  in  the  country  between  the  Nu« 
I  Norte,  aud  to  repel  any  iuvasiou  of  the  Texan  territoi 
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which  might  be  attempted  by  the  Mexican  forces.  Our  squadron  in  the 
Gulf  was  ordered  to  cooperate  with  the  Army.  But  though  our  Army 
and  Navy  were  placed  in  a  position  to  defend  our  own  and  the  rights  of 
Texas,  they  were  ordered  to  commit  no  act  of  hostility  against  Mexico 
unless  she  declared  war  or  was  herself  the  aggressor  by  striking  the  first 
blow.  The  result  has  been  that  Mexico  has  made  no  aggressive  move- 
ment, and  our  military  and  naval  commanders  have  executed  their  orders 
with  such  discretion  that  the  peace  of  the  two  Republics  has  not  been  dis- 
turbed. Texas  had  declared  her  independence  and  maintained  it  by  her 
arms  for  more  than  nine  years.  She  has  had  an  organized  government 
in  successful  operation  diuing  that  period.  Her  separate  existence  as 
an  independent  state  had  been  recognized  by  the  United  States  and  the 
principal  powers  of  Europe.  Treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  had 
been  concluded  with  her  by  diflPerent  nations,  and  it  had  become  manifest 
to  the  whole  world  that  any  further  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to 
conquer  her  ox  overthrow  her  Government  would  be  vain*  Even  Mex- 
ico herself  had  become  satisfied  of  this  fact,  and  whilst  the  question 
of  annexation  was  pending  before  the  people  of  Texas  during  the  past 
summer  the  Government  of  Mexico,  by  a  formal  act,  agreed  to  recognize 
the  independence  of  Texas  on  condition  that  she  would  not  annex  herself 
to  any  other  power.  The  agreement  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas,  whether  with  or  without  this  condition,  is  conclusive  against 
Mexico.  The  independence  of  Texas  is  a  fact  conceded  by  Mexico 
herself,  and  she  had  no  right  or  authority  to  prescribe  restrictions  as  to 
the  form  of  government  which  Texas  might  afterwards  choose  to  assume. 
But  though  Mexico  can  not  complain  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  serious  causes  of  mis- 
understanding between  the  two  countries  continue  to  exist,  growing  out 
of  unredressed  injuries  inflicted  by  the  Mexican  authorities  and  people 
on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  through 
a  long  series  of  years.  Mexico  has  admitted  these  injuries,  but  has 
neglected  and  refused  to  repair  them.  Such  was  the  character  of  the 
wrongs  and  such  the  insults  repeatedly  offered  to  American  citizens  and 
the  American  flag  by  Mexico,  in  palpable  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries  of  the  5th  of  April,  1831,  that 
they  have  been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress  by  my 
predecessors.  As  early  as  the  6th  of  February,  1837,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  declared  in  a  message  to  Congress  that — 

The  length  of  time  since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed,  the  repeated 
and  unavailing  applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  character  of  some  of  the  out- 
rages upon  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  upon  the  officers  and  flag 
of  the  United  States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people 
by  the  late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  justify  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations 
immediate  war. 

He  did  not,  however,  recommend  an  immediate  resort  to  this  extreme 
meastue,  which,  he  declared,  "should  not  be  used  by  just  and  generous 
nations,  confiding  in  their  strength  for  injtuies  committed,  if  it  can  be 
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honorably  avoided,"  but,inaspirit  of  forbearance,  proposed  that  anotfaec 
demand  be  made  on  Mexico  for  that  redress  which  had  been  so  loi 
and  unjustly  withheld.     In  these  views  committees  of  the  two  Houses  a 
Congress,  in  reports  made  to  their  respective  bodies,  concurred. 
these  proceedings  more  than  eight  years  have  elapsed,  during  which,  ii$ 
addition  to  the  wrongs  then  complained  of,  others  of  an  aggravated  char>l 
acter  have  been  committed  on  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens, 
A  special  agent  was  sent  to  Mexico  in  the  summer  of  1S38  with  fulll 
authority  to  make  another  and  linal  demand  for  redress.     The  det 
was  made;  the  Mexican  Government  promised  to  repair  the  wrongs  o 
which  we  complained,  and  after  much  delay  a  treaty  of  indemnity  witl 
that  view  was  concluded  between  the  two  powers  on  the  i  ith  of  April.  ' 
1839,  and  was  duly  ratified  by  both  Governments,     By  this  treaty  a 
joint  commission  was  created  to  adjudicate  and  decide  on  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  on  the  Government  of  Mexico.     The  commission  was 
organized  at  Washington  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1840.     Their  time 
was  limited  to  eighteen  mouths,  at  the  expiration  of  which  tliey  had 
adjudicated  and  decided  claims  amounting  to  $2,026,139.68  in  favor  of  , 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Mexican  Government,  leaving 
a  large  amount  of  claims  undecided.     Of  the  latter  the  American  coni*l 
missioners  liad  decided  in  favor  of  our  citizens  claims  amounting  t 
$928,627.88,  which  were  left  unacted  on  by  the  umpire  authorized  bj^J 
tlie  treaty.     Still  further  claims,  amounting  to  between  three  and  foi 
millions  of  dollars,  n'ere  submitted  to  the  board  too  late  to  Ije  consid-" 
ered,  and  were  left  undisposed  of.     The  sum  of  $2,026,139.68,  decided 
b>'  the  board,  was  a  liquidated  and  ascertained  debt  due  by  Mexico  to 
the  claimants,  and  there  was  no  justifiable  reason  for  delaying  its  pay- _ 
ment  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     It  was  not,  however,  paid.^l 
Mexico  applied  for  further  indulgence,  and.  in  that  spirit  of  liberalitjjf 
and  forbearance  which  has  ever  marked  the  policy  of  the  United  State 
toward  that  Republic,  the  request  was  granted,  and  on  the  30th  of  Janu<| 
ary,  1843,  a  new  treaty  was  concluded.     By  this  treaty  it  was  provided 
that  the  interest  due  on  the  awards  in  favor  of  claimants  under  the  con- 
vention of  the  I  ith  of  April,  1839,  should  be  paid  on  the  30th  of  Api 
1843,  and  that — 

The  principal  o(  the  tiaid  awards  and  tJte  interest  accruing  Ihereon  shall  be  pi 
ill  five  years,  in  equal  instflUnieots  every  three  inontJis,  the  said  term  of  five  years  tj 
commence  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  1843,  aforesaid. 

The  interest  due  on  the  3Cith  day  of  April,  1843,  and  the  three  first  C 
the  twenty  installments  ha\'e  been  paid.  Scventeeii  of  these  iustallmenla 
remain  unpaid,  seven  of  which  are  now  due. 

The  claims  which  were  left  undecided  by  the  joint  c 
ing  to  more  than  S3,ooo,oc».  together  with  other  claims  for  spoliati 
on  the  property  of  our  citirens,  were  subsequently  presented  to  the  Me» 
can  Govenimeiit  fur  puyuicut,  and  were  no  far  lecogmzed  that  a  treat^ 
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providing  for  their  examination  and  settlement  by  a  joint  commission 
was  concluded  and  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  1843. 
This  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  United  States  with  certain  amendments 
to  which  no  just  exception  could  have  been  taken,  but  it  has  not  yet 
received  the  ratification  of  the  Mexican  Government.  In  the  meantime 
our  citizens,  who  suffered  great  losses — and  some  of  whom  have  been 
reduced  from  affluence  to  bankruptcy — are  without  remedy  unless  their 
rights  be  enforced  by  their  Government.  Such  a  continued  and  unpro- 
voked series  of  wrongs  could  never  have  been  tolerated  by  the  United 
States  had  they  been  committed  by  one  of  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe.  Mexico  was,  however,  a  neighboring  sister  republic,  which, 
following  our  example,  had  achieved  her  independence,  and  for  whose 
success  and  prosperity  all  our  sympathies  were  early  enlisted.  The 
United  States  were  the  first  to  recognize  her  independence  and  to  receive 
her  into  the  family  of  nations,  and  have  ever  been  desirous  of  cultivating 
with  her  a  good  understanding.  We  have  therefore  borne  the  repeated 
wrongs  she  has  committed  with  great  patience,  in  the  hope  that  a  return- 
ing sense  of  justice  would  ultimately  guide  her  councils  and  that  we 
might,  if  possible,  honorably  avoid  any  hostile  collision  with  her.  With- 
out the  previous  authority  of  Congress  the  Executive  possessed  no  power 
to  adopt  or  enforce  adequate  remedies  for  the  injuries  we  had  suffered, 
or  to  do  more  than  to  be  prepared  to  repel  the  threatened  aggression 
on  the  part  of  Mexico.  After  our  Army  and  Navy  had  remained  on  the 
frontier  and  coasts  of  Mexico  for  many  weeks  without  any  hostile  move- 
ment on  her  part,  though  her  menaces  were  continued,  I  deemed  it  im- 
portant to  put  an  end,  if  possible,  to  this  state  of  things.  With  this  view 
I  caused  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  month  of  September  last  to  ascertain 
distinctly  and  in  an  authentic  form  what  the  designs  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment were^ — whether  it  was  their  intention  to  declare  war,  or  invade 
Texas,  or  whether  they  were  disposed  to  adjust  and  settle  in  an  amicable 
manner  the  pending  differences  between  the  two  countries.  On  the  9th  of 
November  an  official  answer  was  received  that  the  Mexican  Government 
consented  to  renew  the  diplomatic  relations  which  had  been  suspended  in 
March  last,  and  for  that  purpose  were  willing  to  accredit  a  minister  from 
the  United  States.  With  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  peace  and  restore 
relations  of  good  understanding  between  the  two  Republics,  I  waived  all 
ceremony  as  to  the  manner  of  renewing  diplomatic  intercourse  between 
them,  and,  assuming  the  initiative,  on  the  loth  of  November  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Louisiana  was  appointed  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  clothed  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
and  definitively  settle  all  pending  differences  between  the  two  countries, 
including  those  of  boundary  between  Mexico  and  the  State  of  Texas. 
The  minister  appointed  has  set  out  on  his  mission  and  is  probably  by  this 
time  near  the  Mexican  capital.  He  has  been  instructed  to  bring  the 
negotiation  with  which  he  is  charged  to  a  conclusion  at  the  earliest 
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practicable  period,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  in  time  to  enable  me  to 
coinmmiicate  the  result  to  Congress  during  the  present  session.  Until 
that  result  is  known  I  forbear  to  recommend  to  Congress  such  ulterior 
measures  of  redress  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  we  have  so  long  borne 
as  it  would  have  been  proper  to  make  had  no  such  negotiation  been 
instituted. 

Congress  appropriated  at  the  last  session  the  sum  of  $275,000  for  the 
payment  of  the  April  and  July  installments  of  the  Mexican  indemnities 
for  the  year  1844: 

Provided  it  shall  be  ascertained  to  the  satisfaction  of  th^  American  Govemmeiit  tt 
said  installments  have  been  paid  by  the  Mexican  GoveriimeiH  to  the  agent  appointed! 
by  the  United  Slates  to  receive  the  same  in  such  manner  as  to  discharge  aU  claim  on  I 
the  Mexican  Govemmeut,  and  said  agent  to  be  delinquent  in  icmittiag  the  money' ■ 
to  the  United  States. 

The  unsettled  state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  has  involved  this  I 
subject  in  much  mystery.     The  first  information  in  an  authentic  form  I 
from  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  appointed  under  the  Administration  1 
of  my  predecessor,  was  received  at  the  State  Department  on  the  gth  of  1 
November  last.    This  is  contained  in  a  letter,  dated  the  17th  of  October, 
addressed  by  him  to  one  of  oiu^  citizens  then  in  Mexico  with  a  view  of 
having  it  communicated  to  that  Department.     From  this  it  appears  that 
the  agent  on  the  20th  of  Septeniljer,  1844,  gave  a  receipt  to  the  treas- , 
ury  of  Mexico  for  the  amount  of  the  April  and  July  installments  of  the  I 
indemnity.    In  the  same  communication,  however,  he  asserts  that  he  had  1 
not  received  a  single  dollar  in  cash,  but  that  he  holds  such  securities  as 
warranted  him  at  the  time  in  giving  the  receipt,  and  entertains  no  doubt 
but  th.it  he  will  eventually  obtain  the  money.     As  these  installments 
appear  never  to  have  been  actually  paid  by  the  Government  of  Mexico 
to  the  agent,  and  as  that  Government  has  not,  therefore,  been  released 
so  as  to  discliarge  the  claim,  I  do  not  feel  myself  warranted  in  directing 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  claimants  out  of  the  Treasury  without  fur- 
ther legislation.     Their  ca.se  is  undoubtedly  one  of  much  hardship,  and 
it  remains  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  any.  and  what,  rehef  ought 
to  be  granted  to  them.     Our  minister  to  Mexico  has  l>een  instructed  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case  from  the  Mexican  Government  in  an 
authentic  and  official  form  and  report  the  result  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

My  attention  was  early  directed  to  the  negotiation  which  on  the  ^Ctk 
of  March  last  I  fomid  pending  at  Washington  between  the  United  State 
and  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Tliree  s 
tral  attempts  liad  been  previously  made  to  settle  the  questions  in  dispiita 
between  the  two  countries  by  negotiation  upon  the  principle  of  o 
mise,  but  each  had  proved  unsuccessful.  These  negotiations  look  place 
ai  London  in  the  years  i8i3,  1824.  and  1826 — the  two  first  mider  the 
stion  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  hut  under  that  of  Mr.  Adi 
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The  negotiation  of  1818,  having  failed  to  accomplish  its  object,  resulted 
in  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  October  of  that  year. 
By  the  third  article  of  that  convention  it  was — 

Agreed  that  any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America  westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains  shall,  tog'^ther  with  its  harbors,  bays, 
and  creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and  open  for 
the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  f  the  signature  of  the  present  convention  to  the 
vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers;  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  country,  nor  shall  it 
be  taken  to  affect  the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  state  to  any  part  of  the  said  coun- 
try, the  only  object  of  the  high  contracting  parties  in  that  respect  being  to  prevent 
disputes  and  differences  amongst  themselves. 

The  negotiation  of  1824  was  productive  of  no  result,  and  the  conven- 
tion of  18 18  was  left' unchanged. 

The  negotiation  of  1826,  having  also  failed  to  efiFect  an  adjustment  by 
compromise,  resulted  in  the  convention  of  August  6,  1827,  by  which  it 
was  agreed  to  continue  in  force  for  an  indefinite  period  the  provisions 
of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  October,  18 18;  and 
it  was  further  provided  that — 

It  shall  be  competent,  however,  to  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  in  case  either 
should  think  fit,  at  any  time  after  the  20th  of  October,  1828,  on  giving  due  notice  of 
twelve  months  to  the  other  contracting  party,  to  annul  and  abrogate  this  convention; 
and  it  shall  in  such  case  be  accordingly  entirely  annulled  and  abrogated  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  notice. 

In  these  attempts  to  adjust  the  controversy  the  parallel  of  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  north  latitude  had  been  offered  by  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  and  in  those  of  1818  and  1826,  with  a  further  concession 
of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Columbia  River  south  of  that  latitude.  The 
parallel  of  the  forty-ninth  degree  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  northeasternmost  branch  of  the  Columbia,  and  thence 
down  the  channel  of  that  river  to  the  sea,  had  been  offered  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, with  an  addition  of  a  small  detached  territory  north  of  the  Columbia. 
Each  of  these  propositions  had  been  rejected  by  the  parties  respectively. 
In  October,  1843,  ^^^  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  in  London  was  authorized  to  make  a  similar  oflFer  to 
those  made  in  18 18  and  1826.  Thus  stood  the  question  when  the  nego- 
tiation was  shortly  afterward?  transferred  to  Washington,  and  on  the  23d 
of  August,  1844,  was  formally  opened  imder  the  direction  of  my  imme- 
diate predecessor.  Like  all  the  previous  negotiations,  it  was  based  upon 
principles  of  ** compromise,'*  and  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  parties  was 
'*to  treat  of  the  respective  claims  of  the  two  cotmtries  to  the  Oregon 
Territory  with  the  view  to  estabUsh  a  permanent  boundary  between  them 
westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean." 

Accordingly,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1844,  the  British  plenipotentiary 
offered  to  divide  the  Oregon  Territory  by  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of 
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north  latitude  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  point  of  its  intersection 
with  the  northeastemmost  branch  of  tlie  Columbia  River,  and  thence 
down  that  river  to  the  sea,  leaving  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  to  be 
enjoyed  in  common  by  both  parties,  tlie  countrj-  south  of  this  line  to  , 
belong  to  the  Ihiited  States  and  that  north  of  it  to  Great  Britain.      At  I 
the  same  time  he  proposed  in  addition  to  yield  to  the  United  States  a  ] 
detached  territory  north  of  the  Columbia  extending  along  the  Pacific  and 
the  Straits  of  Fnca  from  Bulfinchs  Harbor,  inclusive,  to  lioods  Canal, 
and  to  make  free  to  the  United  States  any  port  or  ports  south  of  lati- 
tude 49°  which  they  might  desire,  either  on  the  mainland  or  on  Quadra  I 
and  Vancouvers  Island.     With  the  exception  of  the  free  ports,  this  was  \ 
the  same  offer  whicli  had  been  made  by  the  British  and  rejected  by  the  I 
American  Government  in  the  negotiation  of  1 8a6,     This  proposition  was  I 
properly  rejected  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  on  the  day  it  was  | 
submitted.     This  was  the  only  proposition  of  compromise  offered  by  the  ] 
British  plenipotentiarj'.     The  proposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ] 
having  Iteen  rejected,  the  British  plenipotentiary  requested  that  a  pro-,! 
posal  should  be  made  by  the  United  States  for  "an  equitable  adjustment  | 
of  the  question."     When  I  came  into  office  I  found  this  to  be  the  slate  | 
of  the  negotiation.     Though  enlertaiiiiiig  the  settled  conviclion  that  the  I 
British  pretensions  of  title  could  not  be  maintained  to  any  portion  of  I 
the  Oregon  Territory  upon  any  principle  of  public  law  recognized  by  1 
nations,  yet  in  deference  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  predecessors,  and  J 
especially  in  consideration  that  propositions  of  compromise  had  been 
thrice  made  by  two  preceding  Administrations  to  adjust  the  question  on 
the  parallel  of  49°,  and  in  two  of  them  yielding  to  Great  Britain  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Columbia,  and  that  the  pending  negotiation  had  been 
commenced  on  the  basis  of  compromise,  I  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  not 
abruptly  to  break  it  off.     In  consideration,  too,  that  under  the  conven- 
tions of  1818  and  1827  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers  held  a 
joint  occupancy  of  the  country,  I  was  induced  to  make  another  effort  to 
settle  this  long-pending  controversy  in  the  spirit  of  moderation  which  had 
given  birth  to  the  renewed  discussion.     A  proposition  was  accordingly 
made,  which  was  rejected  by  the  British  plenipotentiarj-,  who.  without  J 
submitting  any  other  proposition,  suffered  the  negotiation  on  his  part  tol 
drop,  expressing  his  trust  that  the  United  Stales  would  offer  wliat  hesaw  J 
fit  to  call  "some  further  proposal  for  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion more  consistent  with  fairness  and  equity  and  with  Uie  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  British  Government."     The  proposition  thus  offered 
and  rejected  repeated  the  offer  of  the  parallel  of  49"  of  north  latitude,  J 
which  had  been  made  by  two  preceding  Adraiuistraiions,  but  withouti 
propoang  to  surrender  to  Great  Britain,  as  they  had  done,  the  free  navi-fl 
gation  of  the  Columbia  River.     The  right  of  any  foreign  power  to  thel 
free  navigation  of  any  of  our  rivers  through  the  heart  of  our  country  wafti 
one  which  I  was  unwilling  to  concede.     It  also  embraced  a  pravisioa  tol 
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make  free  to  Great  Britain  any  port  or  ports  on  the  cap  of  Quadra  and 
Vancouvers  Island  south  of  this  parallel.  Had  this  been  a  new  question, 
coming  under  discussion  for  the  first  time,  this  proposition  would  not 
have  been  made.  The  extraordinary  and  wholly  inadmissible  demands 
of  the  British  Government  and  the  rejection  of  the  proposition  made  in 
deference  alone  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  predecessors  and  the  im- 
plied obligation  which  their  acts  seemed  to  impose  aflFord  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  no  compromise  which  the  United  States  ought  to  accept  can 
be  effected.  With  this  conviction  the  proposition  of  compromise  which 
had  been  made  and  rejected  was  by  my  direction  subsequently  withdrawn 
and  our  title  to  the  whole  Oregon  Territory  asserted,  and,  as  is  believed, 
maintained  by  irrefragable  facts  and  arguments. 

The  civilized  world  will  see  in  these  proceedings  a  spirit  of  liberal  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  this  Government  will  be 
relieved  from  all  responsibility  which  may  follow  the  failiwe  to  settle  the 
controversy. 

All  attempts  at  compromise  having  failed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  consider  what  measures  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  oiu:  citizens  now  inhabiting  or  who  may  hereafter  inhabit 
Oregon,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  our  just  title  to  that  Territory.  In 
adopting  measiu'es  for  this  purpose  care  should  be  taken  that  nothing  be 
done  to  violate  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  1827,  which  is  still 
in  force.  The  faith  of  treaties,  in  their  letter  and  spirit,  has  ever  been, 
and,  I  trust,  will  ever  be,  scrupulously  observed  by  the  United  States. 
Under  that  convention  a  year's  notice  is  required  to  be  given  by  either 
party  to  the  other  before  the  joint  occupancy  shall  terminate  and  before 
either  can  rightfully  assert  or  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  any 
portion  of  the  territory.  This  notice  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  proper 
to  give,  and  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  giving  it 
accordingly,  and  terminating  in  this  manner  the  convention  of  the  6th  of 
August,  1827. 

It  will  become  proper  for  Congress  to  determine  what  legislation  they 
can  in  the  meantime  adopt  without  violating  this  convention.  Beyond  all 
question  the  protection  of  our  laws  and  our  jurisdiction,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, ought  to  be  immediately  extended  over  our  citizens  in  Oregon.  They 
have  had  just  cause  to  complain  of  our  long  neglect  in  this  particular, 
and  have  in  consequence  been  compelled  for  their  own  security  and  pro- 
tection to  establish  a  provisional  government  for  themselves.  Strong  in 
their  allegiance  and  ardent  in  their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  they 
have  been  thus  cast  upon  their  own  resources.  They  are  anxious  that 
our  laws  should  be  extended  over  them,  and  I  recommend  that  this  be 
done  by  Congress  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  in  the  full  extent  to  which 
the  British  Parliament  have  proceeded  in  regard  to  British  subjects  in 
that  Territory  by  their  act  of  July  2,  1821,  **  for  regulating  the  fur  trade 
and  establishing  a  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction  within  certain  parts  of 
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North  America. ' '    By  this  act  Great  Britain  extended  her  laws  and  Juris- 
diction, civil  and  criminal,  over  her  subjects  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  in 
that  Territory.     By  it  the  courts  of  the  Pro\'ince  of  Upper  Canada  were 
empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  causes  dvil  aud  criminal.   Justices  of  , 
the  peace  and  other  judicial  officers  were  authorized  to  be  appointed  in 
Oregon  with  power  to  execute  all  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  that  ! 
Pnn'ince,  and  to  ' '  sit  and  hold  courts  of  record  for  the  trial  of  crimiual  I 
offenses  and  misdemeanors"  not  made  the  subject  of  capital  punishment,   | 
and  also  of  civil  cases  where  the  cause  of  action  shall  not  '  'exceed  in  valae  | 
the  amount  or  sum  of  j^aoo." 

Subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  act  of  Parliament  a  grant  was  made 
from  the  '"British  Crown"  to  the  Hudsons  Bay  Company  of  the  exclu- 
sive trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  subject  to  a 
reser\'ation  that  it  shall  not  operate  to  the  exclusion  "of  the  subjects  of 
any  foreign  states  who.  under  or  by  force  of  any  convention  for  the  time 
being  between  us  and  such  foreign  states,  respectively,  may  be  entitled 
to  and  shall  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade."  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  while  under  tliis  act  British  subjects  ha\'e  enjoyed  the  protection 
of  British  laws  and  British  judicial  tribunals  throughout  the  whole  of 
Oregon,  American  citizens  in  the  same  Territory  have  enjoyed  no  such 
protection  from  their  Goverament.  At  the  same  time,  the  result  illus- 
trates the  character  of  our  people  and  their  institutions.  In  spite  of  this 
neglect  they  have  multiplied,  and  their  number  is  rapidly  increasing  in 
that  Territorj'.  They  have  made  no  appeal  to  arms,  but  have  peacefully 
fortified  themselves  tn  their  new  homes  by  the  adoption  of  republican 
institutions  for  themselves,  furnishing  another  example  of  the  truth  that 
self-government  is  inherent  in  the  American  breast  aud  must  prevail. 
It  -is  due  to  them  that  they  shoidd  be  embraced  and  protected  by  our 
laws.  It  is  deemed  important  that  our  laws  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes  east  of  the  Roeky  Mountains  should  be 
extended  to  such  tribes  as  dwell  beyond  them.  The  increasing  emigra- 
tion to  Oregon  and  the  care  and  protection  which  is  due  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  its  citizens  in  that  distant  region  make  it  our  duty,  as  it  is 
our  interest,  to  cultivate  amicable  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  that  . 
Territory.  For  this  purpose  I  recommend  that  pro\nsion  be  made  for  I 
establishing  an  Indian  agency  and  such  subagencies  as  may  be  deemed  I 
necessary  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

For  the  protection  of  emigrants  whilst  on  their  way  to  Oregon  againiit  J 
the  attacks  of  the  Indian  tribes  occupying  the  countr>'  through  whicfal 
they  pass,  I  rccouunend  that  a  suitable  number  of  stockades  and  block- 
bouse  forts  be  erected  along  the  usual  route  between  our  frontier  settle-  I 
ments  on  the  Missouri  and  the  Rocky  Motmtaius,  and  that  an  adequate^ 
force  of  mounted  riflemen  be  raised  to  guard  and  protect  them  on  t 
journey.  The  immediate  adojitiou  of  these  recontmendations  by  C 
ite  the  provifitous  of  the  existing  treaty.     It  vril 
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doing  nothing  more  for  American  citizens  than  British  laws  have  long 
since  done  for  British  subjects  in  the  same  territory. 

It  requires  several  months  to  perform  the  voyage  by  sea  from  the 
Atlantic  States  to  Oregon,  and  although  we  have  a  large  number  of 
whale  ships  in  the  Pacific,  but  few  of  them  afford  an  opportunity  of  in- 
terchanging intelligence  without  great  delay  between  our  settlements  in 
that  distant  region  and  the  United  States.  An  overland  mail  is  believed 
to  be  entirely  practicable,  and  the  importance  of  estabUshing  such  a  mail 
at  least  once  a  month  is  submitted  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine  whether  at 
their  present  session,  and  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  year's  notice, 
any  other  measures  may  be  adopted  consistently  with  the  convention  of 
1827  for  the  security  of  our  rights  and  the  government  and  protection 
of  our  citizens  in  Oregon.  That  it  will  ultimately  be  wise  and  proper  to 
make  Uberal  grants  of  land  to  the  patriotic  pioneers  who  amidst  priva- 
tions and  dangers  lead  the  way  through  savage  tribes  inhabiting  the  vast 
wilderness  intervening  between  our  frontier  settlements  and  Oregon,  and 
who  cultivate  and  are  ever  ready  to  defend  the  soil,  I  am  fully  satisfied. 
To  doubt  whether  they  will  obtain  such  grants  as  soon  as  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  shall  have  ceased  to  exist 
would  be  to  doubt  the  justice  of  Congress;  but,  pending  the  year's  notice, 
it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  a  stipulation  to  this  effect  may  be 
made  consistently  with  the  spirit  of  that  convention. 

The  recommendations  which  I  have  made  as  to  the  best  manner  of 
securing  our  rights  in  Oregon  are  submitted  to  Congress  with  great  def- 
erence. Should  they  in  their  wisdom  devise  any  other  mode  better 
calculated  to  accomplish  the  same  object,  it  shall  meet  with  my  heacty 
concurrence. 

At  the  end  of  the  year's  notice,  should  Congress  think  it  proper  to 
make  provision  for  giving  that  notice,  we  shall  have  reached  a  period 
when  the  national  rights  in  Oregon  must  either  be  abandoned  or  firmly 
maintained.  That  they  can  not  be  abandoned  without  a  sacrifice  of  both 
national  honor  and  interest  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt. 

Oregon  is  a  part  of  the  North  American  continent,  to  which,  it  is  confi- 
dently affirmed,  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  the  best  now  in  existence. 
For  the  grounds  on  which  that  title  rests  I  refer  you  to  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  late  and  present  Secretary  of  State  with  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiary during  the  negotiation.  The  British  proposition  of  compromise, 
which  would  make  the  Columbia  the  hne  south  of  49°,  with  a  trifling 
addition  of  detached  territory  to  the  United  States  north  of  that  river, 
and  would  leave  on  the  British  side  two-thirds  of  the  whole  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, including  the  free  nangation  of  the  Columbia  and  all  the  valuable 
harbors  on  the  Pacific,  can  never  for  a  moment  be  entertained  by  the 
United  States  without  an  abandonment  of  their  just  and  dear  territorial 
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rights,  Mh'At  own  self-respect,  and  the  tutiotial  lioaor.  For  the  iiiforraa- 
tion  of  Congress,  I  communicate  herewith  the  correspondeDce  which  took 
place  between  the  two  Govemments  (Itiriiig  the  late  negotiation. 

The  ra[M<i  extension  of  our  settlements  o\-er  our  territories  heret<^ore 
unoccupied,  the  addition  of  new  States  to  our  Confederacy',  theexpanskm 
of  fi^e  principles,  and  our  rising  greatness  as  a  nation  are  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  poivers  of  Europe,  and  lately  the  doctrine  has  been 
broached  in  some  of  them  of  a  "balance  of  power"  on  this  continent  to 
check  ovu^  advancement.  The  United  States,  sincerely  desirous  of  pre- 
eerN^ng  relations  of  good  understanding  with  all  nattons.  can  not  in^ 
Mlence  permit  any  European  interference  on  the  North  American  conti-J 
nent.  and  should  any  such  interference  be  attempted  will  be  ready  t 
resist  it  at  any  and  all  hazards. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  American  people  and  to  all  nations  that  thj 
Government  has  never  interfered  with  the  relations  subsisting  between  1 
other  governments.     We  have  never  made  ourselves  parties  to  their 
wars  or  their  alliances;  we  have  not  sought  their  territories  by  conquest; 
we  have  not  mingled  with  parties  in  their  domestic  straggles;  and  beUev- 
ing  our  own  form  of  government  to  be  the  best,  we  have  never  attempted 
to  propagate  it  by  intrigues,  by  diplomacy,  or  by  force.     W'e  may  claim 
on  this  continent  a  like  exemption  from  European  interference.     The 
nations  of  America  are  equally  sovereign  and  independent  with  those  of 
Europe.    They  possess  the  same  rights,  independent  of  all  foreign  inter- 
position, to  make  war,  to  conclude  peace,  and  to  regulate  their  internal 
affairs.     The  people  of  the  United  States  can  not,  therefore,  view  with 
indifference  attempts  of  European  powers  to  interfere  with  the  independ- 
ent action  of  the  nations  on  this  continent.     The  American  system  of 
goveniment  is  entirely  different  from  that  of  Europe.     Jealousy  among 
the  different  sovereigns  of  Europe,  lest  any  one  of  them  might  become 
too  powerful  for  the  rest,  has  caused  them  anxiously  to  desire  the  estab- 
lishment of  wliat  they  term  the  "balance  of  power."     It  can  not  be 
permitted  tn  have  any  application  on  the  North  American  continent,  and 
especially  to  the  United  States.     We  must  ever  maintain  the  principle 
that  the  people  of  this  continent  alone  have  the  right  to  decide  their 
own  destiny.     Should  any  portion  of  them,  constituting  an  independent 
state,  propose  to  unite  themselves  with  our  Coufederacj",  this  will  be  a 
question  for  them  and  us  to  determine  without  any  foreign  iiiterpositiotij 
We  can  never  consent  that  European  powers  shall  interfere  to  preveofl 
such  a  union  because  it  might  disturb  the  "balance  of  power"  whic^| 
they  may  desire  to  maintain  upon  this  continent.     Near  a  quarter  of  fl 
century  ago  the  principle  was  distinctly  announced  to  the  world,  in  ti^| 
annual  message  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  that —  H 

The  Anitfiran  contincnu,  by  the  free  and  indtpe indent  condition  irbicb  theyhai^H 
nwumcil  and  maintain,  are  faeiiccfortli  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for  (tatB^H 
Fnloiuiation  hy  any  Europt-.in  powers.  ^| 
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This  principle  will  apply  with  greatly  increased  force  should  any  Euro- 
pean power  attempt  to  establish  any  new  colony  in  North  America.  In 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  world  the  present  is  deemed  a  proper 
occasion  to  reiterate  and  reaffirm  the  principle  avowed  by  Mr.  Monroe 
and  to  state  my  cordial  concurrence  in  its  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  The 
reassertion  of  this  principle,  especially  in  reference  to  North  America,  is 
at  this  day  but  the  promulgation  of  a  policy  which  no  European  power 
should  cherish  the  disposition  to  resist.  Existing  rights  of  every  Euro- 
pean nation  should  be  respected,  but  it  is  due  alike  to  our  safety  and  our 
interests  that  the  efficient  protection  of  our  laws  should  be  extended  over 
our  whole  territorial  limits,  and  that  it  should  be  distinctly  announced 
to  the  world  as  our  settled  policy  that  no  future  European  colony  or 
dominion  shall  with  our  consent  be  planted  or  estabHshed  on  any  part 
of  the  North  American  continent. 

A  question  has  recently  arisen  under  the  tenth  article  of  the  subsist- 
ing treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Prussia.  By  this  article  the 
consuls  of  the  two  countries  have  the  right  to  sit  as  judges  and  arbi- 
trators *  *  in  such  differences  as  may  arise  between  the  captains  and  crews 
of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  nation  whose  interests  are  committed 
to  their  charge  without  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities,  unless 
the  conduct  of  the  crews  or  of  the  captain  should  disturb  the  order  or 
tranquillity  of  the  coimtry,  or  the  said  consuls  should  require  their  assist- 
ance to  cause  their  decisions  to  be  carried  into  effect  or  supported.*' 

The  Prussian  consul  at  New  Bedford  in  June,  1844,  applied  to  Mr. 
Justice  Story  to  carry  into  effect  a  decision  made  by  him  between  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Prussian  ship  Borussia,  but  the  request  was 
refused  on  the  ground  that  without  previous  legislation  by  Congress 
the  judiciary  did  not  possess  the  power  to  give  effect  to  this  article  of  the 
treaty.  The  Prussian  Government,  through  their  minister  here,  have 
complained  of  this  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  have  asked  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
similar  violations  hereafter.  Good  faith  to  Prussia,  as  well  as  to  other 
nations  with  whom  we  have  similar  treaty  stipulations,  requires  that 
these  should  be  faithfully  observed.  I  have  deemed  it  proper,  therefore, 
to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  and  to  recommend  such  legislation  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  these  treaty  obligations. 

Bjt  virtue  of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  Spanish  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States  in  December,  1831,  American  vessels,  since 
the  29th  of  April,  1832,  have  been  admitted  to  entry  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  including  those  of  the  Balearic  and  Canary  islands,  on  pajrment 
of  the  same  tonnage  duty  of  5  cents  per  ton,  as  though  they  had  been 
Spanish  vessels;  and  this  whether  our  vessels  arrive  in  Spain  directly 
from  the  United  States  or  indirectly  from  any  other  country.  When 
Congress,  by  the  act  of  13th  July,  1832,  gave  effect  to  this  arrangement 
between  the  two  Governments,  they  confined  the  reduction  of  tonnage 
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rights,  tli-.-ir  own  self-respect,  aud  the  national  honor.  For  the  infonna-^ 
lion  of  Congress,  I  comniimicate  herewith  the  correspondence  which  took  I 
place  between  the  two  Governments  during  the  late  negotiation. 

The  rapid  extension  of  our  settlements  over  our  territories  heretofore 
unoccupied,  the  addition  of  new  States  to  our  Confederacy,  the  expan^on 
of  free  principles,  and  our  rising  greatness  as  a  nation  are  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  lately  the  doctrine  has  been 
broached  in  some  of  them  of  a  "balance  of  power"  on  this  continent  to 
check  our  advancement.     The  United  States,  sincerely  desirous  of  pre- 
serving relations  of  good  understanding  with  a!l  nations,  can  not  in   , 
silence  permit  any  European  interference  on  the  North  American  conti-   I 
nent.  and  sliould  any  such  interference  be  attempted  will  he  ready  to   1 
resist  it  at  any  and  all  hazards. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  American  people  and  to  all  nations  that  this 
Government  has  never  interfered  with  the  relations  subsisting  between 
other  governments.  We  have  never  made  ourselves  parties  to  their  1 
wars  or  their  alliances;  we  have  not  sought  their  territories  by  conquest;  I 
we  have  not  mingled  with  parties  in  their  domestic  struggles;  and  believ- 
ing our  own  form  of  government  to  be  the  best,  we  have  ne\'er  attempted 
to  propagate  it  by  intrigues,  by  diplomacy,  or  by  force.  We  may  claim 
on  this  continent  a  like  exemption  from  European  interference.  The 
nations  of  America  are  equally  sovereign  and  independent  with  those  of 
Europe.  They  possess  the  same  rights,  independent  of  all  foreign  inter- 
position, to  make  war.  to  conclude  peace,  and  to  regulate  their  internal 
affairs.  The  people  of  the  United  States  can  not,  therefore,  view  with 
indifference  attempts  of  European  powers  to  interfere  with  the  independ- 
ent action  of  the  nations  on  this  continent.  The  American  system  of 
government  is  entirely  different  from  that  of  Europe.  Jealousy  among 
the  different  sovereigns  of  Europe,  lest  any  one  of  them  might  become 
too  powerful  for  the  rest,  has  caused  them  anxiously  to  desire  the  estab- 
tishmenl  of  what  they  term  the  "Ijalance  of  power. '"  It  can  not  be 
permitted  to  have  any  application  on  the  North  American  continent,  and 
especially  to  the  United  States.  We  must  ever  maintain  the  principle 
that  the  people  of  this  continent  alone  have  the  right  to  decide  their 
own  destiny.  Should  any  portion  of  them,  constituting  an  independent 
state,  propose  to  unite  themselves  with  our  ConfedcracTi-,  this  will  be  a 
question  for  them  and  us  to  determine  without  any  foreign  tnterpoeitioti, , 
We  can  never  consent  that  European  powers  sliall  interfere  to  pre\-entfl 
such  a  union  Ijecause  it  might  disturb  the  "balance  of  pow«r"  wbichfl 
they  may  desire  to  maintain  upon  this  continent.  Near  a  quarter  a 
century  ago  the  principle  was  distinctly  annotmced  to  the  world,  in  t 
annual  message  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  that — 

Tli«  AtTicrican  r oiniiients,  hr  the  ft««  and  jtidrpendrnt  conditinn  whicli  tliey  hi 
Msuniel  onil  maintain,  are  bencefortli  not  to  tie  coiuidcred  oa  suttjecu  for  fntur 
n  by  liny  European  powcn. 
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This  principle  will  apply  with  greatly  increased  force  should  any  Euro- 
pean power  attempt  to  establish  any  new  colony  in  North  America.  In 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  world  the  present  is  deemed  a  proper 
occasion  to  reiterate  and  reaffirm  the  principle  avowed  by  Mr.  Monroe 
and  to  state  my  cordial  concurrence  in  its  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  The 
reassertion  of  this  principle,  especially  in  reference  to  North  America,  is 
at  this  day  but  the  promulgation  of  a  policy  which  no  European  power 
should  cherish  the  disposition  to  resist.  Existing  rights  of  every  Euro- 
pean nation  should  be  respected,  but  it  is  due  alike  to  our  safety  and  our 
interests  that  the  efficient  protection  of  our  laws  should  be  extended  over 
our  whole  territorial  limits,  and  that  it  should  be  distinctly  announced 
to  the  world  as  our  settled  policy  that  no  future  European  colony  or 
dominion  shall  with  oiu*  consent  be  planted  or  established  on  any  part 
of  the  North  American  continent. 

A  question  has  recently  arisen  under  the  tenth  article  of  the  subsist- 
ing treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Prussia.  By  this  article  the 
consuls  of  the  two  countries  have  the  right  to  sit  as  judges  and  arbi- 
trators *  *  in  such  differences  as  may  arise  between  the  captains  and  crews 
of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  nation  whose  interests  are  committed 
to  their  charge  without  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities,  unless 
the  conduct  of  the  crews  or  of  the  captain  should  disturb  the  order  or 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  or  the  said  consuls  should  require  their  assist- 
ance to  cause  their  decisions  to  be  carried  into  effect  or  supported.*' 

The  Prussian  consul  at  New  Bedford  in  June,  1844,  applied  to  Mr. 
Justice  Story  to  carry  into  effect  a  decision  made  by  him  between  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Prussian  ship  Borussia,  but  the  request  was 
refused  on  the  ground  that  without  previous  legislation  by  Congress 
the  judiciary  did  not  possess  the  power  to  give  effect  to  this  article  of  the 
treaty.  The  Prussian  Government,  through  their  minister  here,  have 
complained  of  this  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  have  asked  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  necessary  measiu"es  to  prevent 
similar  violations  hereafter.  Good  faith  to  Prussia,  as  well  as  to  other 
nations  with  whom  we  have  similar  treaty  stipulations,  requires  that 
these  should  be  faithfully  observed.  I  have  deemed  it  proper,  therefore, 
to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  and  to  recommend  such  legislation  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  these  treaty  obligations. 

Bjt  virtue  of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  Spanish  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States  in  December,  1831,  American  vessels,  since 
the  29th  of  April,  1832,  have  been  admitted  to  entry  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  including  those  of  the  Balearic  and  Canary  islands,  on  pajrment 
of  the  same  tonnage  duty  of  5  cents  per  ton,  as  though  they  had  been 
Spanish  vessels;  and  this  whether  our  vessels  arrive  in  Spain  directly 
from  the  United  States  or  indirectly  from  any  other  country.  When 
Congress,  by  the  act  of  13th  July,  1832,  gave  effect  to  this  arrangement 
between  the  two  Governments,  they  confined  the  reduction  of  tonnage 
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duty  merely  lo  Spanish  vessels  "coming  from  a  port  in  Spain,"  leaving 
the  former  discriminating  duty  to  remain  against  sucli  vessels  COtniug 
from  a  port  in  any  other  country.  It  is  manifestly  unjust  that  whilst 
American  vessels  arri\'ing  in  the  ports  of  Spain  from  other  countries  pay 
no  more  duty  than  Spanish  vessels,  Spanish  vessels  arriving  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  from  other  countries  should  be  subjected  to  kcavy 
discriminating  tonnage  duties.  This  is  neither  equality  nor  reciprocity, 
and  is  in  \-io!ation  of  the  arrangement  concluded  in  December,  1S31, 
between  the  two  countries.  The  Spanish  Government  have  made  re- 
peated and  earnest  remonstrances  against  this  inequality,  and  the  favor- 
able attention  of  Congress  has  been  several  times  in\'oked  to  the  subject 
by  my  predecessors.  I  recommend,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  Spain,  that  this 
inequality  be  removed  by  Congress  and  that  the  discriminating  duties 
which  have  been  levied  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  July,  iS^^s,  on  Spanish 
vessels  coming  to  the  United  Slates  from  any  other  foreign  country  be 
refunded.  This  recommendation  does  not  embrace  Spanish  vessels  arriv- 
ing in  the  United  States  from  Ctiba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  will  still  remain 
subject  to  the  pro\-isions  of  the  act  of  Jtine  30, 1S34,  concerning  tonnage 
duty  on  such  ^■essels.  By  the  act  of  the  i4lh  of  July,  1S33,  coffee  was 
exempted  from  duty  altogether.  This  exemption  was  tiniversal,  without 
reference  to  the  country  where  it  was  produced  or  the  national  character 
of  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  imported.  By  the  tariff  act  of  the  30th  of 
August,  1842,  this  exemption  from  duty  was  restricted  to  coffee  im- 
ported in  American  vessels  from  the  place  of  its  production,  whilst  coffee 
imported  under  all  other  circumstances  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  Under  this  act  and  our  existing  treaty  with  thej 
King  of  the  Xelherlands  Java  coffee  imported  from  the  European 
of  that  Kingdom  into  the  United  States,  whether  in  Dutch  or  Ameri* 
vessels,  now  pays  this  rate  of  duty.  The  Government  of  the  NethK-' 
lands  complains  that  such  a  discriminating  duty  should  have  been  im- 
posed on  coffee  the  production  of  one  of  its  colonies,  and  which  is  chiefly 
brought  from  Java  to  the  ports  of  that  Kingdom  and  exported  from 
thence  to  foreign  countries.  Our  trade  with  the  Netherlands  is  highly 
beneficial  to  both  countries  and  our  relations  with  them  ha^-e  ever  been 
of  the  most  friendly  character.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I  recommend  that  this  discrimination  should  be  abolished  and  that  the 
coffee  of  Java  imported  from  the  Netherlands  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  with  that  imported  directly  from  Brazil  and  other  countries  wht 
it  is  produced. 

Under  the  eighth  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  the  30th  of  August, 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed  on  port  wine  in  casks,  wl 
on  the  red  wines  of  se^-eral  other  countries,  when  imported 
duty  of  only  6  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed.    Tbts  discrimination,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  port  wine  ot  Portugal,  nas  deemed  a  \Holation  of  our 
treaty  with  that  power,  which  pro\'ides  that — 

r  dulie^  shall  be  imposed  on 
my  arlide  the  grawth,  prodac 
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and  possessions  of  Portugal  than  such  as  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  article 
being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country. 

Accordingly,  to  give  effect  to  the  treaty  as  well  as  to  the  intention 
of  Congress,  expressed  in  a  proviso  to  the  tariff  act  itself,  that  nothing 
therein  contained  should  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  subsisting 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  a  Treasury  circular  was  issued  on  the  i6th 
of  July,  1844,  which,  among  other  things,  declared  the  duty  on  the  port 
wine  of  Portugal,  in  casks,  under  the  existing  laws  and  treaty  to  be  6 
cents  per  gallon,  and  directed  that  the  excess  of  duties  which  had  been 
collected  on  such  wine  should  be  refunded.  By  virtue  of  another  clause 
in  the  same  section  of  the  act  it  is  provided  that  all  imitations  of  port 
or  any  other  wines  *  'shall  be  subject  to  the  duty  provided  for  the  gen- 
uine article.**  Imitations  of  port  wine,  the  production  of  France,  are 
imported  to  some  extent  into  the  United  States,  and  the  Government  of 
that  country  now  claims  that  under  a  correct  construction  of  the  act  these 
imitations  ought  not  to  pay  a  higher  duty  than  that  imposed  upon  the 
original  port  wine  of  Portugal.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  unequal  and  un- 
just that  French  imitations  of  port  wine  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty 
of  15  cents,  while  the  more  valuable  article  from  Portugal  should  pay 
a  duty  of  6  cents  only  per  gallon.  I  therefore  recommend  to  Congress 
such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  correct  the  inequality. 

The  late  President,  in  his  annual  message  of  December  last,  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Texan  Government 
against  the  United  States,  which  had  been  previously  adjusted  so  far 
as  the  powers  of  the  Executive  extend.  These  claims  arose  out  of  the 
act  of  disarming  a  body  of  Texan  troops  under  the  command  of  Major 
Snively  by  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  acting  imder  the 
orders  of  our  Government,  and  the  forcible  entry  into  the  custom-house 
at  Bryarlys  Landing,  on  Red  River,  by  certain  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  taking  away  therefrom  the  goods  seized  by  the  collector  of 
the  customs  as  forfeited  under  the  laws  of  Texas.  This  was  a  liquidated 
debt  ascertained  to  be  due  to  Texas  when  an  independent  state.  Her 
acceptance  of  the  terms  of  annexation  proposed  by  the  United  States 
does  not  discharge  or  invalidate  the  claim.  I  recommend  that  provision 
be  made  for  its  payment. 

The  commissioner  appointed  to  China  during  the  special  session  of 
the  Senate  in  March  last  shortly  afterwards  set  out  on  his  mission  in  the 
United  States  ship  Columbus.  On  arriving  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  his  pas- 
sage the  state  of  his  health  had  become  so  critical  that  by  the  advice  of 
his  medical  attendants  he  returned  to  the  United  States  early  in  the 
month  of  October  last.  Commodore  Biddle,  commanding  the  Bast  India 
Squadron,  proceeded  on  his  voyage  in  the  Columbus,  and  was  charged  by 
the  commissioner  with  the  duty  of  exchanging  with  the  proper  authori- 
ties the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Emperor  of 
China.     Since  the  return  of  the  commissioner  to  the  United  States  his 
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health  has  been  timcli  improved.  aiKl  lie  entertflins  the  confident  belie 
that  he  will  soon  l>e  able  to  pnxx*<i  on  his  mission. 

Unfortunately,  <iifferencc9  continue  to  exist  among  some  of  tlie  natioiu 
of  South  America  which,  foHoiring  oor  example,  have  establiished  thcili 
independence,  while  in  others  internal  dissensions  prevail.  It  is  natitra 
that  our  sunipathits  .sJiould  be  wanal>'  tnlisted  for  their  we4fare:  tita 
we  ahvukl  desire  thot  all  controversies  i^etrween  them  shonld  be  amicalilyll 
adjusted  and  their  Goveminenis administered  in  a  nmntierto  protect  tliej 
rights  and  proiootc  the  pto^writj'  of  iheir  people.  It  is  i 
ever,  to  oar  settled  policy  to  interfere  in  their  contTovowes,  \ 
extenud  or  internal. 

I  bai'e  tlitis  adverted  to  all  the  subject!!  connected  with  our  foteigl 
iclations  to  which  I  deem  it  necessary  tu  call  yutir  atteution.     Our  pnlie 
is  not  only  peace  with  all,  but  good  will  toward  all  the  power**  of  I 
earth.     While  we  are  jiRt  to  all,  we  reqmre  that  all  shall  be  jusi  to  r 
Hxceptm^  the  dtiferences  with  Mexico  and  Great  Uritaiii.  our  relatiniu 
with  all  civiliEed  nations  are  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.     It  ia 
hoped  that  in  tliis  eidightened  age  these  differences  niay  be  amkaMjM 
adjusted. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annaal  report  to  Congress  » 
cnninuniicate  a  full  statement  of  tlu:  oomditifln  of  our  financcK.     The  \va>\ 
ports  for  the  hac^  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June  last  were  of  the  valin 
of  $it7,254.5<i4,  iA  whtclithe  amount  exported  wa,sgi5.346, 830,  Icnviti 
a  balatice  of  3101,1107,734.  for  domestic  consnmption.     Tlie  exports  fai 
the  satnc  year  were  of  thcvaliK  of  §1 14,646,606,  of  which  the  amount  of 
domestic  articles  was  J99, 2(19,776.     The  receipts  into  the  Trcasarj-  dur- 
ing^ the  same  year  were  $29,769,  tjj.  56,  of  which  there  were  derived  from' 
costoms  8^7,508,112.70,  from  salca  of  public  lands  $2,077,0J2.30,  a 
from iucideutat and miscellaneoussoiures^i 63,998.56.    Tbeexpi 
for  the  same  period  were  $29,968,206.98.  of  which  $8,588-,  157.62  n 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.     The  balance  in  tlie T 
OB  the  isL  of  Jidy  last  was  $7,658,306.22.      The  amount  uf  the  p«bllQ 
debt  remaininn  unpaid  on  the  tst  of  October  lasi  was  $i7,o75,44y.53iJ 
rorther  payments  of  the  public  debt  would  Itace  iKeti  made,  in  antictJ 
pation  of  the  period  of  its  reimburse  men  t  under  the  anthority  confer 
upon  the  Setretarr  of  lite  Treasary  by  tlie  acts  of  July  ?t,  i84t,  and  0 
April  15.  184a,  aud  March  3. 1843,  had  not  the  unsettled  state  »fourTeli- 
lium  with  Mckico  menaced  hiistile  collision  with  that  power.      In  view 
of  such  a  coutiiiReDcy  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  retain  in  tlie  Treasnrr 
an  amount  nnusnally  Ini^  for  onlimkt^*  purposes. 

A  few  years  ago  our  whole  iiarional  debt  growing  out  of  the  Re 
titxi  and  the  War  dt  iSi^  wtih  Great  Britain  wa.s  extnif^iidMxl.  and  » 
presented  to  the  world  the  tare  and  noble  spectacle  of  a  great  and  ^^tom 
ing  peofilc  who  liad  ftiHy  duchxTged  every  ohltgation.  Since  that  littM 
Uw  ""'Mmg  ddit  hss  been  coutiscted,  and,  souU  as  it  i&  in  c 
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witktbfi  similar  burdens:  of  most  other.  natieoSi  it  shotild  be  eztin^poisked 
at  tb£  earliest  practicahlepeciod.  Should  the  state o£  the  country  pecmtt, 
and  especially  if  our  fonsign  rekuttons  intevpose  na obstacle,  it  is. contem- 
plated to  appl^r  all  the:  moneys  ia  the  Tieastury  as  tb^  accrue,  h^'ond 
what  is  required  for  the  appfopriaiions  by  Congress^  to  its  liquidatian. 
I  cherish  the  hope  o£  soon,  being:  able:  to  congratxilate  the  country  on  its 
recovering  once  more  the  lofty  position  whicli  it  so  recently  occupied. 
Ouc  country,  which  cachibits  tot  the  world,  the  benefits  of  self-goi^remment, 
in  derelf^sng  all  the  sources  of  national  prosperity  owes  to  mankind  the 
permanent  example  of  a  nattcm  free.  from,  the  bUghting  influemze  o£  a 
public  d€^t. 

The  attrition  of  Coogsiess  is  in^vited  to  the:  importance  of  making  suit- 
able modifications,  and  reductiDos.  ofi  the  rates  ei  duty  imposed  by  our 
present  tariff  laws*  The  object  of  imponng  dutsest  on.  imports  ^ould  be 
to  raise  revenue  to  pay  the  iKcessary  expenses-  o£  Government .  Cangcess> 
may  undoubtedly,  in  the  exescise  o£  a  sound,  diacretioni,.  diRcriminate  itt 
arranging  the  rates  of  duty  on:  dLGEm^ent  airtides,  but  the  discriminations 
should  be  within,  the  revenue  standard  and  be  made  with,  the  view  to^ 
raise  money  for  the  support  of  Govemnn^tit. 

It  becomes  important  to  understand  distinctly  what  is  meant  by  a 
revenue  standard  the  maximum  of  which,  should  not  be  exceeded  in  the 
rates  of  duty  imposed.  It  is  conceded,,  and  experience  proves,  that  duties 
ma3'  be  laid  so  high  as  to  diminish,  or  prohibit  altogether  the  importation, 
of  any  given  article,  and  thereby  lessen  or  destroy  the  revenue  which  at 
lower  rates  would  be  dmved  from  its  importation.  Such  duties  exceed 
the  revenue  rates  and  are  not  imposed  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
Government.  If.  Congress  levy  a  duty  for  revenue  of  i  per  cent  on  a 
given  article,  it  will  produce  a  giv^i  amotuit  of  mon^  to  the  Treasury 
and  will  incidentally  and  necessarily  afford  protection  or  advantage  to* 
the  amount  of  i  per  cent  to  the  home  manufacturer  of.  a  similar  or  like 
article  over  the  importer.  If  the  duty  be  raised  to  1.0  per  cent,  it  will 
produce  a  greater  amoimt  of  money  and  afford  greater  protection.  If  it 
be  still  raised  to  20,  25,  or  30  pi^  cent,  and  if  as  it  is  mised  the  revalue 
derived  from,  it  is  found  to  be  increased,,  the  protection  or  advantage  will 
also  be  increased;  but  if  it  be  raised  to  31  per  cent,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  revenue  produced  at  that  rate  is  less  than  at  30  per  cent,  it  ceases^to 
be  a  revalue  duty.  Tlie  precise  point  in  the  ascetuiing  scale  of  duties 
at  which  it  is  ascertained  from  experience  that  the  revenue  is  greatest  is 
the  maximum  rate  of  duty  which  can  be  laid,  for  the  bona  fide  purpose 
of  collecting  money  for  the  su{^ort  of  Goosremment.  To  laise  the  duties 
higher  than  that  point,  and  theceby  diminish;  the  auKHSit  collected,  is  toe 
levy  them  &>r  protection  merely,  and.  pot  for  revenue.  h&  long,,  then,  as 
Congress  may  gradually  increase  the  rate  <rf  duty  on  a  given  article^,  and 
the  revenue  is  incoeaaed  by  suck  inecease  of  duty,  they  aiie  withia  the 
revenue. slanriard.,  Whea they  gabeyoiulthatpeiat,. and  asstheyiaomaae. 
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the  dnticft.  tlwr  revenue  is  diaumsbed  or  dcsiroj-ed:  tUe  act  ceases  uE 
for  its  object  the  raisitig  of  money  to  support  Govemmeiit,  but  is  bx  pro- 
tection merely.  It  does  Dot  follow-  that  Cougress  should  levy  the  higbest 
doty  oa  all  aitideft  of  import  which  they  will  bear  n-ithiu  the  revenue 
Msndard,  for  such  rates  would  {^obably  produce  a  much  larger  amount 
IbAt)  the  ecouoinical  admioistration  of  the  Goremment  would  require. 
Nor  doeH  it  follow  that  ttie  duties  ou  all  articles  should  be  at  the  same 
or  a  horizontal  rate.  Some  articles  will  bear  a  mudi  higher  Fe\-euue 
duty  than  other*.  Below  the  maximum  of  the  re%euue  standard  Con- 
jp-oK  may  and  ought  to  di<icriminate  in  the  rates  imposed,  taking  care 
•o  to  adjuNt  them  on  different  articles  as  to  produce  in  the  aggr^ate  the 
amount  which,  wlien  added  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
may  Iw  ueedefl  to  pay  the  economical  expenses  of  the  Gm'emment. 

In  levyinjt  a  tariS  of  duties  Congress  exercise  the  taxing  power, 
for  purposes  of  revenue  may  select  the  objects  of  taxation.  They 
exempt  certain  articles  alt<^ether  and  permit  their  importation  free 
duly.  On  others  they  may  impose  low  duties.  In  these  classes  should 
be  embraced  such  articles  of  necessity  as  are  in  general  use,  and  e^iecially 
such  as  arc  consumed  \ry  the  lalxirer  and  poor  as  well  as  by  the  wealthy 
citizen.  Care  should  l>e  taken  that  all  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, including  manufactures,  agriculture,  commerce,  navigation,  and  the 
mn'hnnic  arts,  jthould,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  derive  equal  advan- 
tages from  the  incidental  protection  which  a  just  system  of  re\'euue  duties 
may  afford.  Taxation,  direct  or  indirect,  is  a  burden,  and  it  should  be 
ito  imposed  (is  tii  operate  as  ecjually  as  may  be  on  all  classes  in  the  pro- 
portion of  their  ability  to  l>car  it.  To  make  the  taxing  power  an  actual 
lieiiefil  ti>  one  class  necessarily  increases  the  burden  of  the  others  beyond 
their  proportion,  and  would  be  manifestly  unjust.  The  terras  "protec- 
tion to  tUmieslic  industry"  are  of  popular  import,  but  they  should  apply 
imder  a  just  s^'stcm  to  all  the  various  brauches  of  industry  in  our  coun- 
try. The  farmer  or  planter  wlio  toils  yearly  in  his  fields  is  engaged  in 
"domestic  industry,"  and  is  as  much  entitled  to  have  his  labor  "pro- 
tected '  ■  OS  the  manufacturer,  the  man  of  commerce,  the  na\-igator,  or  the 
mechanic,  who  arc  engaged  also  in  "domestic  industr>'"  in  their  different 
pursuits.  The  joint  IuIxjts  of  all  these  classes  constitute  the  aggregate 
of  the  "  domestic  industry  "  of  the  nation,  and  they  are  equally  entitled  to 
the  nati«n'.-i  "jiroteclion."  No  one  of  them  can  justly  claim  to  be  the 
exclusive  recipient  of  "protection,"  which  can  only  l>e  afforded  by  in- 
creasing burdens  on  the  "domestic  indu.stry"  of  the  others. 

If  these  \-icws  be  correct,  it  remains  to  inquire  how  far  the  tariff  act  ot 
1843  is  conaiAlent  with  them.  That  many  of  the  provisions  of  tluit  act 
are  in  vlnlation  of  the  cardinal  principles  here  laid  don-n  all  must  concede. 
The  nttcs  of  duly  imposed  by  it  on  some  articles  are  [iTohihitor>'  tuul  on 
others  so  litgli  as  grwtly  to  diminish  imporlatious  and  to  produce  a  less 
revenue  than  wotild  be  derived  from  lower  rates.    Tbcy  1 
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as  ** protection  merely'*  to  one  branch  of  **  domestic  industry  "  by  taxing 
other  branches. 

By  the  introduction  of  minimums,  or  assumed  and  false  values,  and  by 
the  imposition  of  specific  duties  the  injustice  and  inequality  of  the  act  of 
1842  in  its  practical  operations  on  different  classes  and  pursuits  are  seen 
and  felt.  Many  of  the  oppressive  duties  imposed  by  it  imder  the  opera- 
tion of  these  principles  range  from  i  per  cent  to  more  than  200  per  cent. 
They  are  prohibitory  on  some  articles  and  partially  so  on  others,  and  bear 
most  heavily  on  articles  of  common  necessity  and  but  lightly  on  articles  of 
luxury.  It  is  so  framed  that  much  the  greatest  burden  which  it  imposes 
is  thrown  on  labor  and  the  poorer  classes,  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it, 
while  it  protects  capital  and  exempts  the  rich  from  paying  their  just  pro- 
portion of  the  taxation  required  for  the  support  of  Government.  While 
it  protects  the  capital  of  the  wealthy  manufacturer  and  increases  his 
profits,  it  does  not  benefit  the  operatives  or  laborers  in  his  employment, 
whose  wages  have  not  been  increased  by  it.  Articles  of  prime  necessity 
or  of  coarse  quality  and  low  price,  used  by  the  masses  of  the  people,  are 
in  many  instances  subjected  by  it  to  heavy  taxes,  while  articles  of  finer 
quality  and  higher  price,  or  of  luxury,  which  can  be  used  only  by  the 
opulent,  are  lightly  taxed.  It  imposes  heavy  and  unjust  burdens  on 
the  farmer,  the  planter,  the  commercial  man,  and  those  of  all  other  pur- 
suits except  the  capitalist  who  has  made  his  investments  in  manufac- 
tures. All  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  not  as  nearly  as  may 
be  practicable  equally  protected  by  it. 

The  Government  in  theory  knows  no  distinction  of  persons  or  classes, 
and  should  not  bestow  upon  some  favors  and  privileges  which  all  others 
may  not  enjoy.  It  was  the  purpose  of  its  illustrious  founders  to  base  the 
institutions  which  they  reared  upon  the  great  and  unchanging  principles 
of  justice  and  equity,  conscious  that  if  administered  in  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  conceived  they  would  be  felt  only  by  the  benefits  which  they 
diffused,  and  would  secure  for  themselves  a  defense  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  more  powerful  than  standing  armies  and  all  the  means  and  appli- 
ances invented  to  sustain  governments  founded  in  injustice  and  oppression. 

The  well-known  fact  that  the  tariff  act  of  1842  was  passed  by  a  majority 
of  one  vote  in  the  Senate  and  two  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and. 
that  some  of  those  who  felt  themselves  constrained,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  existing  at  the  time,  to  vote  in  its  favor,  proclaimed  its: 
defects  and  expressed  their  determination  to  aid  in  its  modification  on 
the  first  opportunity,  affords  strong  and  conclusive  evidence  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  be  permanent,  and  of  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  its 
thorough  revision. 

In  recommending  to  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  present  rates  of  duty 
and  a  revision  and  modification  of  the  act  of  1842,  I  am  far  from  enter- 
taining opinions  unfriendly  to  the  manufacturers.  On  the  contrary,  I 
desire  to  see  them  prosperous  as  far  as  they  can  be  so  without  imposing 
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auequal  burdens  on  other  interests.  The  advantage  under  any  system  of 
indirect  taxation,  even  within  the  revenue  standard,  must  be  in  iavor 
of  tile  manafacLuriiig  interest,  and  of  tJiis  oo  otlier  interest  will  ccmiplaiu. 

J  recamniend  to  Congress  .the  aboUtion  of  tile  mimiimm  principle,  or 
astjunieii.  arbitiarj  ,  snd  iaSa^  values,  and  of  specific  duties,  and  tlie  sub- 
stitution in  their  place  of  ad  viuWvut  duties  as  lite  fatrest  and  mo&t  equi- 
table indirect  tax  whidi  can  be  imposed.  By  the  ad  vaiorefn  principle  all 
.articleti  are  taxed  accordmg  to  tbetrcostor\raUtc,  and  those  which  are  of 
i.ifenor  quality-  or  of  small  cust  bear  only  tlic  }u&t  proportion  of  the  tax 
■*ith  those  Khicb  jure  of  stqierior  quality  or  greater  cost.  The  articles 
CDUSumed  b>-  ail  ore  taxed  at  the  sotue  rate.  A  system  of  ad  valorem 
revenue  duties,  witli  proper  discrkoinatirais  and  proper  guards  against 
frauds  in  collecting  them,  it  is  not  doubted  will  afford  ample  incidental 
ad\-aulages  to  the  tnaoufactufers  and  enaHe  them  to  derive  as  great 
proIit6  as  can  be  derived  from  any  other  regular  business.  It  is  believed 
that  such  a  system  strictly  witbrii  the  re^-enue  .standard  will  place  the 
manufacturing  iuteiests  on  a  stable  footing  and  inure  to  their  perma- 
nent advantage,  while  it  will  as  nearly  as  may  he  practicable  extend 
to  all  the  greet  interests  of  the  country  the  incidental  protection 
can  be  afforded  by  our  revenue  laws.  Such  a  system,  when  once 
established,  nTtuld  be  peimaoeut,  and  mt  be  snbject  to  the  constant  com- 
plaints, agitations,  and  changes  which  must  ever  occur  when  duties  are 
not  laid  for  revenue,  hut  for  the  "protection  mcreh"  of  aiavored  interest. 

In  the  delilierations  of  Congres.s  on  this  subject  it  is  hoped  that  a 
spirit  of  mutual  ooncea^ou  and  compromise  between  convicting  interests 
may  prevail,  and  that  tlie  result  of  their  Jabors  maj'  he  crowned  with  the 
happiest  consequences. 

By  die  Constituti<Hi  of  the  United  States  it  is  provided  that  ' '  no  money 
fihall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law. ' '  A  public  trea-sury  was  undoubtedly  cuntemplated  and 
intended  to  be  created,  iu  whicli  the  pnlilic  money  should  be  kepi  tram 
the  period  of  collection  until  needed  for  public  uses.  In  the  coUedicni  and 
di^Hirsement  ui  the  pubhc  mone>'  no  agencies  Ua\'e  ever  beoa  cmpluj-cd 
bj-  law  except  such  as  were  appointed  by  the  Government,  directly  respon- 
sible to  it  and  under  its  control.  Tiie  safe-hecping  of  the  public  money 
should  Ik  confided  to  a  public  treasury  created  by  law  and  under  like 
responsibility  and  control.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  could  have  intended  tliat  a  treasury  should  becreated  as 
11  place  of  deposit  and  safe-iKe]AHg  of  the  poblic  mone)-  which  was  irre- 
sponsibie  to  the  Go\-eruniem.  The  first  Congress  under  the  Caustititticn, 
by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Septemloer,  1789,  "to  establish  the  TceasurT,- He- 
partnenl."  provided  fcir  rile  appointmem  of  a  Troasorcr.  and  made  it  his 
duty  "to  receive  anil  keei>  tlte  moneys  uf  the  United  States"  and  'a,\  all 
times  10  Hibniii  to  the  Secfem>-ef  the  Tnosoryand  tlie  CoiuptJoUer,  or 
cither  of  then,  the  itiqxxlioti  of  the  moneys  iu  bu  haoda.' 
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That  banks,  national  or  State,  oould  not  inve  been  intended  to  be  lURd 
as  a  substitute  for  tbe  Treasury  spoken  of  in  tke  CcKi8titutioii«6  ;beepers 
of  the  public  money  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  at  that  time  tfaene  was 
no  national  bank,  and  but  three  or  four  State  banks,  of  limited  capital, 
existed  in  the  country.  Their  employment  as  depositories  was  at  first 
resorted  to  to  a  limited  extent,  but  with  no  avowed  intention  of  contin- 
uing them  permanently  in  place  of  the  Treasury  of  tlae  Constitution. 
When  they  were  afterwards  from  time  to  time  employed,  it  was  from 
motives  of  supposed  convenience.  Our  experience  has  shown  that  vfbitn 
banking  corporations  have  been  the  keepers  of  the  pubhc  money,  and 
been  thereby  made  in  efiect  the  Treasur>^  tke  Government  can  have  no 
guaranty  that  it  can  command  the  use  of  its  own  money  for  public  pur- 
poses. The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  proved  to  be  faithless,  llie 
State  banks  which  were  afterwards  employed  xvere  faithless.  But  a  itm 
years  ago,  with  millions  of  public  money  in  their  keeping,  the  Gorrem- 
ment  was  brought  almost  to  bankruptcy  and  the  public  credit  seriously 
impaired  beoause  of  their  inabihty  or  indisposition  to  pay  on  demand  to 
the  public  creditors  in  the  only  currency  recognized  by  tbe  Constitution. 
Their  failure  occmred  in  a  period  of  peace,  and  great  inccnvemence  and 
loss  were  sufiFered  by  the  pubhc  from  it.  Had  the  country  lieen  involved 
in  a  foreigfn  war,  that  incon\'enience  and  loss  would  iiave  been  m«ch 
greater,  and  might  iiave  resnlted  in  extreme  public  calamity.  The  pub- 
hc money  should  not  be  mingled  with  tbe  private  funds  of  basiks  or 
individuals  or  be  used  for  private  purposes.  When  it  is  placed  in  banks 
for  safe^keepiug,  it  is  in  effect  loaned  to  them  without  interest,  and  is 
loaned  by  them  upon  interest  to  the  borrowers  from  them.  The  puMic 
money  is  converted  into  banking  capital,  and  is  used  and  loaned  out  for 
the  private  profit  of  bazik  stockholders,  and  when  called  for,  as  was  the 
case  in  1837,  it  may  be  in  the  pockets  of  the  borrowers  from  the  banks 
instead  of  being  in  the  public  Treasury  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  framers  of  the  Constitution  could  never  have  intended  that 
the  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  should  be  thus  converted  to  private 
use  and  placed  beyond  the  control  of  the  Government. 

Banks  which  hold  the  public  money  are  often  tempted  by  a  desire  of 
gain  to  extend  their  loans,  increase  their  circulation,  and  thus  stimulate, 
if  not  produce,  a  spirit  of  speculation  and  extravagance  which  sooner  or 
later  must  result  in  ruin  to  thousands.  If  the  public  money  be  not  per- 
mitted to  be  thus  used,  but  be  kept  in  the  Treasury  and  paid  out  to  the 
public  creditors  in  gold  and  silver,  the  temptation  afforded  by  its  deposit 
with  banks  to  an  undue  expansion  of  their  business  would  be  dieoked, 
while  the  amount  of  the  constitutional  currency  left  in  circulation  would 
be  enlarged  by  its  eiRpk>yment  in  the  public  collections  and  disburse- 
ments, and  the  banks  themselves  would  in  consequeaoe  be  found  in  a 
safer  asid  sounder  condition.  At  present  State  baenks  are  employed  as 
depositories,  hot  withoat  adeqnate  r^ulation  of  law  whereby  die  public 
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money  can  be  secured  against  the  casualties  and  excesses,  revtilsions, 
suspensions,  and  defalcations  to  which  from  overissues,  overtrading,  au 
inordinate  desire  for  gain,  or  other  causes  they  are  constantly  exposed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj-  has  in  all  cases  when  it  was  practicable 
taken  collateral  security  for  the  amount  which  they  hold,  by  the  pledge 
of  stocks  of  the  United  States  or  such  of  the  States  as  were  in  good  credit.  ■ 
Some  of  the  deposit  banks  have  given  this  description  of  security  aiH 
others  have  declined  to  do  so. 

Entertaining  tlie  opinion  that  "the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the'" 
Govemmeut  from  baukiug  institutions    is  indispensable  for  the  safety 
of  the  funds  of  the  Govermueui  and  the  rights  of  the  people,"  I  recom- 
mend to  Congress  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  such  separation,  nnil-B 
that  a  constitutional  treasury  be  created  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic money.     The  constitutional  treasurj'  recommended  is  designed  ;i 
a  secure  depository  for  the  public  money,  without  any  power  to  i 
loans  or  discounts  or  to  issue  any  paper  whatever  as  a  currency  or  cir-V 
culation.      I  can  not  doubt  that  such  a  treasury  as  was  contemplated 
by  the  Constitution  should  be  independeut  of  all  banking  corporation&J 
The  money  of  the  people  should  be  kept  in  the  Treasurj-  of  the  petjple] 
created  by  law,  aud  be  in  the  custody  of  ageuts  of  the  people  chosen  by] 
themselves  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution — agents  who  are  ' 
directly  responsible  to  the  Government,  who  are  under  adequate  bonds 
and  oaths,  and  who  are  subject  to  severe  punisUmeuts  for  any  embezzle- 
ment, private  nse,  or  misapplication  of  the  public  funds,  and  for  any  fail- . 
lire  in  other  respects  to  perform  tlieir  duties.     To  say  that  the  people  ti 
their  Go\'eminent  are  incompetent  or  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  ctistodyl 
of  their  own  money  in  their  own  Treasurj-.  provided  by  themselves,  bat  ■ 
must  rely  on  the  presidents,  cashiers,  and  stockholders  of  baiikiug  cor- 
porations, not  appointed  bj-  them  nor  responsible  to  them,  would  be  to 
concede  that  they  are  incompetent  for  self-government 

In  recommending  the  establishmeut  of  a  constitutional  Ireasurj-  in 
which  the  public  money  shall  be  kept,  I  desire  tliat  adequate  prwision 
be  made  by  law  for  its  safely  and  that  all  Executive  discretion  or  control- 
over  it  shall  be  removed,  except  such  as  may  be  necessarj-  in  directing 
its  disbursement  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  made  by  law, 

Under  our  present  land  system,  limiting  the  minimum  price  at  whi 
the  public  lands  can  lie  entered  lo  $1.25  i>er  acre.  larRe  quantities  ( 
lauds  of  inferior  quahty  remain  unsold  because  they  will  not  c 
that  price.  From  the  records  of  the  General  Land  Office  it  appears  thi 
of  the  public  lau<ls  remaining  uusold  in  the  several  States  and  Territories 
in  which  they  are  situated.  39,105,577  ocns  ha^•e  been  in  tlie  mark«|| 
subject  to  entrj-more  than  ttventy  yeats,  49,638,644  acres  for  more  t 
iSfleen  years,  73.074,600  acres  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  ro6,i76,96fl 
acres  for  more  than  fi\-e  years.  Much  the  laigest  portion  of  these  laiw' 
will  cootinne  to  be  ttosalable  at  the  minimum  price  at  whtdi  they  fl 
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permitted  to  be  sold  so  long  as  large  territories  of  lands  from  which  the 
more  valuable  portions  have  not  been  selected  are  annually  brought 
into  market  by  the  Government.  With  the  view  to  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  these  inferior  lands,  I  recommend  that  the  price  be  graduated 
and  reduced  below  the  present  minimum  rate,  confining  the  sales  at  the 
reduced  prices  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  in  limited  quantities.  If  grad- 
uated and  reduced  in  price  for  a  limited  term  to  $1  per  acre,  and  after 
the  expiration  of  that  period  for  a  second  and  third  term  to  lower  rates, 
a  large  portion  of  these  lands  would  be  purchased,  and  many  worthy 
citizens  who  are  unable  to  pay  higher  rates  could  purchase  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  By  adopting  the  policy  of  graduation  and 
reduction  of  price  these  inferior  lands  will  be  sold  for  their  real  value, 
while  the  States  in  which  they  he  will  be  freed  from  the  inconvenience, 
if  not  injustice,  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  consequence  of  the  United 
States  continuing  to  own  large  quantities  of  the  pubUc  lands  within  their 
borders  not  liable  to  taxation  for  the  support  of  their  local  governments. 

I  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  policy  of  granting  preemptions  in 
its  most  Hberal  extent  to  all  those  who  have  settled  or  may  hereafter  settle 
on  the  public  lands,  whether  siureyed  or  unsurveyed,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  may  have  been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  settlement.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience  that  in  consequence  of  combinations  of  purchasers 
and  other  causes  a  very  small  quantity  of  the  public  lands,  when  sold  at 
public  auction,  commands  a  higher  price  than  the  minimum  rates  estab- 
lished by  law.  The  settlers  on  the  public  lands  are,  however,  but  rarely 
able  to  secure  their  homes  and  improvements  at  the  public  sales  at  that 
rate,  because  these  combinations,  by  means  of  the  capital  they  command 
and  their  superior  ability  to  purchase,  render  it  impossible  for  the  settler 
to  compete  with  them  in  the  market.  By  putting  down  all  competition 
these  combinations  of  capitahsts  and  speculators  are  usually  enabled  to 
purchase  the  lands,  including  the  improvements  of  the  settlers,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  the  Government,  and  either,  turn  them  out  of  their 
homes  or  extort  from  them,  according  to  their  ability  to  pay,  double  or 
quadruple  the  amount  paid  for  them  to  the  Go\?ernment.  It  is  to  the 
enterprise  and  perseverance  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  West,  who  pene- 
trate the  wilderness  with  their  families,  suffer  the  dangers,  the  privations, 
and  hardships  attending  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  body  of  emigrants  who  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  usually 
follow  them,  that  we  are  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  rapid  extension 
and  aggrandizement  of  our  country. 

Experience  has  proved  that  no  portion  of  our  population  are  more  patri- 
otic than  the  hardy  and  brave  men  of  the  frontier,  or  more  ready  to  obey 
the  call  of  their  country  and  to  defend  her  rights  and  her  honor  when- 
ev.er  and  by  whatever  enemy  assailed.  They  should  be  protected  from 
the  grasping  speculator  and  secured,  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  humble  homes  which  they  have  improved  Hbor. 
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money  can  be  secured  against  the  casualties  and  excesses,  revulsion: 
suspensions,  and  defalcations  to  which  from  overissues,  overtrading,  a 
inordinate  desire  for  gain,  or  other  causes  they  are  constantly  exposed.  ' 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>-  has  in  all  cases  when  it  was  practicable 
taken  collateral  security  for  the  amount  which  they  hold,  by  the  pledge 
of  stocks  of  the  Utiited  States  or  such  of  the  States  as  n-ere  in  good  credit.  . 
Some  of  the  deposit  banks  have  given  this  description  of  security  onctn 
others  have  declined  to  do  so. 

Entertaining  the  opinion  that  "the  separation  of  the  monej's  of  the  ' 
Goveniment  from  banking  institutions  is  indispensable  for  the  safety 
of  the  funds  of  the  Goverameul  and  the  rights  of  the  people,"  I  recom- 
mend to  Congress  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  such  separation,  and  _ 
that  a  constitutional  treasury  be  created  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  pulxJ 
lie  money.     The  constitutional  treasury  recommended  is  designed  i 
a  secure  depository  for  the  pubhc  money,  without  any  power  to  mak^ 
loans  or  discounts  or  to  issue  any  paper  whatever  as  a  currency  t 
culation.     I  can  not  doubt  that  such  a  treasury  as  was  contemplated^ 
by  the  Constitution  should  be  independent  of  all  banking  corporations,  € 
The  money  of  the  people  should  be  kept  in  the  Treasury  of  the  people 
created  by  law.  and  be  in  the  custody  of  agents  of  the  people  chosen  by 
themselves  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution — agents  who  are 
directly  responsible  to  the  Goveniment,  who  are  under  adequate  bonds 
and  oaths,  aud  who  are  subject  to  severe  punishments  for  any  embezzle- 
ment, private  use,  or  misapplication  of  the  public  funds,  aud  for  any  fail- 
ure in  other  respects  to  perform  their  duties.     To  say  that  the  people  or  J 
their  Govenunent  are  incompetent  or  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  custody! 
of  their  own  money  in  their  own  Treasury,  provided  by  themselves.  WtJ 
must  rely  on  the  presidents,  cashiers,  and  stockholders  of  banking  o 
porations,  not  appointed  by  them  nor  responsible  to  them,  would  be  b 
concede  that  they  are  incompetent  for  self -government 

In  recommending  tlie  establishiuent  of  a  constitutional  treasury  litj 
which  the  public  money  shall  be  kept,  I  desire  that  adequate  provJM 
be  made  by  law  for  its  safety  and  that  all  Executive  discretion  or  control! 
over  it  shall  be  removed,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  in  direction 
its  disbursement  in  pursuance  of  ai>propriations  made  by  law. 

Under  our  present  land  system,  limiting  the  nunimuni  price  at  whid 
the  public  lands  can  l>e  entered  to  $1.25  per  acre,  large  quantities  0 
lands  of  inferior  qualit>'  remain  unsold  because  they  will  not  commaiu 
tliat  price.  From  the  records  of  the  General  l,and  Office  it  appears  ill* 
of  the  public  lauds  remaining  unsold  in  tlie  several  States  and  Territories 
in  which  they  are  sittiated.  39.105,577  acres  have  been  in  the  mark* 
subject  lo  enlrj'more  than  twenty  years,  4(1,^18,644  acres  for  more  Eba^i 
fifteen  years,  73,074,600  acres  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  io6,t76,9fin 
acres  for  more  than  fi\-e  years.  MtKli  the  largest  portioji  of  tliese  tau^ 
will  oootjnae  to  be  unsalable  at  the  minimum  price  at  whkli  i 
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permitted  to  be  sold  so  long  as  large  territories  of  lands  from  which  the 
more  valuable  portions  have  not  been  selected  are  annually  brought 
into  market  by  the  Government.  With  the  view  to  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  these  inferior  lands,  I  recommend  that  the  price  be  graduated 
and  reduced  below  the  present  minimum  rate,  confining  the  sales  at  the 
reduced  prices  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  in  limited  quantities.  If  grad- 
uated and  reduced  in  price  for  a  limited  term  to  $1  per  acre,  and  after 
the  expiration  of  that  period  for  a  second  and  third  term  to  lower  rates, 
a  large  portion  of  these  lands  would  be  purchased,  and  many  worthy 
citizens  who  are  unable  to  pay  higher  rates  could  purchase  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  By  adopting  the  policy  of  graduation  and 
reduction  of  price  these  inferior  lands  will  be  sold  for  their  real  value, 
while  the  States  in  which  they  lie  will  be  freed  from  the  inconvenience, 
if  not  injustice,  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  consequence  of  the  United 
States  continuing  to  own  large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  within  their 
borders  not  liable  to  taxation  for  the  support  of  their  local  governments. 

I  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  policy  of  granting  preemptions  in 
its  most  liberal  extent  to  all  those  who  have  settled  or  may  hereafter  settle 
on  the  public  lands,  whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  may  have  been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  settlement.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience  that  in  consequence  of  combinations  of  purchasers 
and  other  causes  a  very  small  quantity  of  the  public  lands,  when  sold  at 
public  auction,  commands  a  higher  price  than  the  minimum  rates  estab- 
lished by  law.  The  settlers  on  the  public  lands  are,  however,  but  rarely 
able  to  secure  their  homes  and  improvements  at  the  public  sales  at  that 
rate,  because  these  combinations,  by  means  of  the  capital  they  command 
and  their  superior  ability  to  purchase,  render  it  impossible  for  the  settler 
to  compete  with  them  in  the  market.  By  putting  down  all  competition 
these  combinations  of  capitalists  and  speculators  are  usually  enabled  to 
purchase  the  lands,  including  the  improvements  of  the  settlers,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  the  Govenmient,  and  either,  turn  them  out  of  their 
homes  or  extort  from  them,  according  to  their  ability  to  pay,  double  or 
quadruple  the  amount  paid  for  them  to  the  Go\?ernment.  It  is  to  the 
enterprise  and  perseverance  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  West,  who  pene- 
trate the  wilderness  with  their  families,  suffer  the  dangers,  the  privations, 
and  hardships  attending  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  body  of  emigrants  who  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  usually 
follow  them,  that  we  are  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  rapid  extension 
and  aggrandizement  of  our  country. 

Experience  has  proved  that  no  portion  of  our  population  are  more  patri- 
otic than  the  hardy  and  brave  men  of  the  frontier,  or  more  ready  to  obey 
the  call  of  their  country  and  to  defend  her  rights  and  her  honor  when- 
ever and  by  whatever  enemy  assailed.  They  should  be  protected  from 
the  grasping  speculator  and  secured,  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  humble  homes  which  they  have  improved  by  their  labor. 
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duty  merely  to  Spanish  vessels  "coming  from  a  port  in  Spain,"  leaving 
the  former  discriminating  duty  to  remain  against  such  \-essels  coming 
from  a  port  in  any  other  couijtr>'.  It  is  manifestly  unjust  that  whilst 
American  vessels  arriving  in  the  jwrts  of  Spain  from  other  countries  pay 
no  more  duty  than  Spanish  vessels,  Spanish  vessels  arriving  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  from  other  countries  should  be  subjected  to  heavy 
discriminating  tonnage  duties.  This  is  neither  equality  nor  reciprocity, 
and  is  in  \'iolation  of  the  arrangement  concluded  in  December.  1831, 
between  the  two  countries.  The  Spanish  Government  ha\-e  made  re- 
peated and  earnest  remonstrances  against  this  inequahty,  and  the  favor-i 
able  attention  of  Congress  has  been  several  times  invoked  to  the  subji 
by  my  predecessors.  I  recommend,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  Spain,  that 
inequahty  be  removed  by  Congress  and  that  the  discriminating  duties' 
which  have  been  levied  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  July,  1S32,  onSpanisti 
vessels  coming  to  the  United  States  from  any  other  foreign  country  be 
refunded.  This  recommendation  does  not  embrace  Spanish  vessels  arriv- 
ing in  the  United  States  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  will  still  remain 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1S34,  concerning  tonnage 
duty  on  such  vessels.  By  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  coffee  was 
exemptetl  from  duty  altogether.  This  exemption  was  universal,  without 
reference  to  the  countr>'  where  it  was  produced  or  the  national  character 
of  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  imported.  By  the  tariff  act  of  the  3otb  of 
August,  1843,  this  exemption  from  duty  was  restricted  to  coffee  im- 
ported in  American  vessels  from  the  place  of  its  production,  whilst  coffee 
imported  under  all  other  circumstances  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  Under  this  act  and  our  existing  treaty  with  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  Java  coffee  imported  from  the  European  ports 
of  that  Kingdom  into  the  United  States,  whether  in  Dutch  or  American 
\-essels.  now  pays  this  rate  of  dut3-.  The  Government  of  the  Xether- 
lands  complains  that  such  a  discriminating  duty  should  have  been 
posed  on  coffee  the  production  of  one  of  its  colonies,  and  which  is  chiefl; 
brought  from  Ja\-a  to  the  ports  of  that  Kingdom  and  exported  from 
thence  to  foreign  countries.  Our  trade  with  the  Netherlands  is  highly 
beneficial  to  both  coimtries  and  our  relations  with  them  have  e^-er  been 
of  the  most  friendly  character.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
I  recommend  that  this  discrimination  should  be  abolished  and  that  the 
coffee  of  Java  imported  from  tlie  Netherlands  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  with  that  imported  directly  from  Brazil  and  other  cotratries  wht 
it  is  produced. 

Under  the  eighth  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  the  30th  of  August,  1S.1 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed  on  port  wiue  in  casks,  wl 
on  Uie  red  wines  of  sexeral  other  countries,  when  imported  in  cnsks,  a 
duty  of  only  6  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed.    This  discrimination,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  port  wine  of  Portugal,  was  deemed  a  ^-iolation  of  our, 
treaty  with  that  power,  which  provides  that — 

No  Hi^liPT  or  ntbET  duties  thoJI  be  imposed  nn  tbc  impnrtotion  (nto  tbc  Ct 
Stotoof  AmericacrfMiyanidetbei        -        ■  .....    _. 
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and  possessions  of  Portugal  than  such  as  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  article 
being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country. 

Accordingly,  to  give  effect  to  the  treaty  as  well  as  to  the  intention 
of  Congress,  expressed  in  a  proviso  to  the  tariff  act  itself,  that  nothing 
therein  contained  should  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  subsisting 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  a  Treasury  circular  was  issued  on  the  i6th 
of  July,  1844,  which,  among  other  things,  declared  the  duty  on  the  port 
wine  of  Portugal,  in  casks,  under  the  existing  laws  and  treaty  to  be  6 
cents  per  gallon,  and  directed  that  the  excess  of  duties  which  had  been 
collected  on  such  wine  should  be  reftmded.  By  virtue  of  another  clause 
in  the  same  section  of  the  act  it  is  provided  that  all  imitations  of  port 
or  any  other  wines  * 'shall  be  subject  to  the  duty  provided  for  the  gen- 
uine article.*'  Imitations  of  port  wine,  the  production  of  France,  are 
imported  to  some  extent  into  the  United  States,  and  the  Government  of 
that  country  now  claims  that  under  a  correct  construction  of  the  act  these 
imitations  ought  not  to  pay  a  higher  duty  than  that  imposed  upon  the 
original  port  wine  of  Portugal.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  unequal  and  un- 
just that  French  imitations  of  port  wine  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty 
of  15  cents,  while  the  more  valuable  article  from  Portugal  should  pay 
a  duty  of  6  cents  only  per  gallon.  I  therefore  recommend  to  Congress 
such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  correct  the  inequality. 

The  late  President,  in  his  annual  message  of  December  last,  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Texan  Government 
against  the  United  States,  which  had  been  previously  adjusted  so  far 
as  the  powers  of  the  Executive  extend.  These  claims  arose  out  of  the 
act  of  disarming  a  body  of  Texan  troops  under  the  command  of  Major 
Snively  by  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  acting  tmder  the 
orders  of  our  Government,  and  the  forcible  entry  into  the  custom-house 
at  Bryarlys  Landing,  on  Red  River,  by  certain  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  taking  away  therefrom  the  goods  seized  by  the  collector  of 
the  customs  as  forfeited  under  the  laws  of  Texas.  This  was  a  liquidated 
debt  ascertained  to  be  due  to  Texas  when  an  independent  state.  Her 
acceptance  of  the  terms  of  annexation  proposed  by  the  United  States 
does  not  discharge  or  invaUdate  the  claim.  I  recommend  that  provision 
be  made  for  its  payment. 

The  commissioner  appointed  to  China  during  the  special  session  of 
the  Senate  in  March  last  shortly  afterwards  set  out  on  his  mission  in  the 
United  States  ship  Columbus,  On  arriving  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  his  pas- 
sage the  state  of  his  health  had  become  so  critical  that  by  the  advice  of 
his  medical  attendants  he  returned  to  the  United  States  early  in  the 
month  of  October  last.  Commodore  Biddle,  commanding  the  Bast  India 
Squadron,  proceeded  on  his  voyage  in  the  Columbus^  and  was  charged  by 
the  commissioner  with  the  duty  of  exchanging  with  the  proper  authori- 
ties the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Emperor  of 

China.     Since  the  return  of  the  commissioner  to  the  United  States  his 
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citii  our  growth  ami  importaiice  afi  a  naJtioB,  andp' 
tiooed  to  tbe  iiuireaaed  and  iucreasiiig  imval  power  o£  other  uatioiiii,  ufj 
vast  importauce  as  reKsrds  our  safetj',  aud  tiie  great  and  growiag  inter- 
ests to  be  protected  by  it,  I  recouuneud  the  subject  to  the  favor^U 
consideration  of  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster- Geaerai  herewith  commuuicated  conta 
a  detaded  statement  of  the  operatioofi  of  his  Department,  during  Uie  pcLsfri 
jear.     It  ^vill  be  seeu  that  the  intzome  from  postages  will  fail  sliort  of  Uw 
expeiiditures  for  the  year  between  $i, 000,000 amlfiz, 000,000.     Tliisdefi-  \ 
dene?  has  been  caused  li>-  tlie  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  which 
was  made  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  laiitu     No  ptmciple  has  been 
more  generally  acquiesced  ia  by  the  people  than  that  this  Dqiarttaest 
should  .sustain  itself  by  limiting  its  expenditures  to  its  income.    Congn 
has  nei'er  sought  to  make  it  a  source  of  revenue  for  general  purposeaJ 
except  for  a  short  period  diuiiig  the  la.st  war  with  Great  Britain,  noef 
should  it  e\'er  become  a  charge  on  the  general  Treasury.     If  Cong] 
shall  adliere  to  this  principle,  as  I  think  they  ought,  it  will  be  necessaryifl 
either  to  curtail  the  present  mail  ser\ice  so  as  to  reduce  the  expenditures^ 
OP  so  to  modify  Uie  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last  as  to  improve  its  revenues. 
The  extenson  of  the  mail  ser\ice  and  the  additional  facilities  which  ivill 
be  dananded  by  the  rapid  extene^oii  aud  increase  of  population  on  ottr 
western  frontier  will  not  admit  of  such  curtailment  as  will  materiallyJ 
reduce  the  preswit  expeudiliu'es.     In  tlieadjustmtnt  of  the  tariff  of  p 
ages  the  interests  of  the  iieople  demand  that  the  lowest  rates  l>e  adoptee 
which  will  produce  the  necessary  revenue  to  meet  tlie  expenditures  of  I 
the  Department.     I  invite  the  attrition  of  Congress  to  the  suggestions.1 
of  the  Postmaster-General  on  this  subject,  imder  t!i£  beUef  that  such  af 
modification  of  the  late  law^  may  be  made  as  will  yield  .sufficient  revenue fl 
without  further  calls  on.the  Treasury,  and  with  very  Uttic  change  in  thpfl 
present  rates  of  postage.     Proper  measures  have  been  taken  iu  ptirsuanc 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last  for  tlie  cstablisliment  of  lines  of  ti 
steamers  between  tliis-and  foreign  countries.     The  Ltnportanoe  of  t 
service  commends  itself  strongly  to  favorable  considjuration. 

With  the  growth  of  our  country  the  public  business  which  devolves  o 
the  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  lias  greatly  increased.    iQj 
some  respects  the  distribution  of  duties  among  tliam  seems  to  be  iocon-l 
gruous,  and  many  of  these  might  be  transferred  from  one  to  another  withi 
advant^e  to  the  pubUc  interests.     A  more  auspicious  time  for  the  coa-fl 
sideraltDU  of  this  subject  by  Congress,  wiUt  a  \^ew  to  system  iu  tin 
organisation  of  the  several  Departments  aud  a  more  appropriole  divi*j 
sion  of  the  pubhc  busiu^^s,  will  not  prababLy  occur. 

The  luoBt  imiwrtajU.  duties  of  the  Stale  Depattmeul  relate  to  our  for-l 
eign  affairs.     Uy  the  gr^  uulargement  of  the  family  of  nations,  tlu 
increase  of  our  commerce,  and  ilie  corresponding  extension  of  our  c 
B  the  biaaueSAof  Ihia  DepariiuciU  Isu  bueu  greatl}'  \ 
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In  its  pres^it  ocgj^nbatioa  many  duties  o£  a  domesttic  nattire:  and  con- 
sisting of  details  are  devolved  on  tiie^  Secretary  o£  State,  whidi  do  not 
appropriately  belong  to  the  foreign  departmettt  of  the  Government  and 
may  properiy  be  transferred  to  some  otdier  Department.  One  of  these 
gn>u*s  out  of  the  present  state  of  the  law  concerning  the  Patent  Office, 
which  a  few  years  since  was  a  subordinate  clerk^p;  but  has  become  a 
distinct  bureau  of  great  importance.  With  an  ^rcellent  internal  organi- 
zation, it  is  stilt  connected  with  the  State  Department.  In  tlie  transac- 
tion of  its  business  questions  of  much  importance  to  inventors  and  to 
the  community  frequently  arise,  which  by  existing  laws  are  referred  for 
decision  to  a  board  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  is  a  member.  These 
questions  are  legal,  and  the  connection  which  now  exists  between  the 
State  Department  and  the  Patent  Office  may  with  great  propriety  and 
advantage  be  transferred  to  the  Attorney-General. 

In  liis  last  annual  message  to  Congress  Mr.  Madison  invited  atten- 
tion to  a  proper  provision  for  the  Attorney-General  as  "  an  important 
improvement  in  the  executive  establishment.*'  This  recommendation 
was  repeated  by  some  of  his  successors.  The  official  duties  of  the 
Attorney-General  have  been  much  increased  within  a  few  years,  and  his 
offiyce  has  become  one  of  great  importance.  His  duties  may  be  still 
further  increased  with  advantage  to  the  public  interests*  As  an  execu- 
tive officer  his  residence  and  constant  attention  at  the  seat  of  Government 
are  reqjiired.  I^egal  questions  involving  important  principles  and  hurge 
amounts  of  pubhc  money  are  constantly  referred  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Executive  Departments  for  his  examination  and  decision.  The 
public  business  under  his  official  management  before  the  judiciary  has 
been  so  augmented  by  the  extension  of  our  territory  and  the  acts  of 
Congress  authorizing  suits  against  the  United  States  for  large  bodies 
of  valuable  public  lands  as  greatly  to  increase  his  labors  and  responsi- 
bilitiesi  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Attorney- General  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  heads  of  the  other  Executive  Departments, 
with  such,  subordinate  officers  provided  by  law  for  his  Departm^it  as 
may  be  required  to  discharge  the  additional  duties  which  ha\^  been 
or  may  be  devolved  upon  hinik 

Cong^ress  poflses&the  p9w«!  q&  exclusive  legislatton  over  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  I  commend  the  interests  of  its  inhabitants  to  3^ur  i^vora- 
UeoMimderatian.  The  people  of  this  District  have  no  legislative  body  of 
theio  own,  and  must  confide  their  local  as  well  as  their  general  interests 
to  representatives  in  whose  election  they  have  no  voice  and  over  whose 
official  conduct  they  have  no  control.  Each  member  of  the  National 
Legislatm-e  should  consider  himself  as  their  immediate  representative, 
and  sbould  be  the  more  ready  to  give  attention  to  their  interests  and 
wants  because  he  is  not  responsible  to  them.  I  recommend  that  a  liberal 
aadi  generous  spirit  may  characterize  your  measures  in  relation  to  them. 
I  ahril  be  efmrr  disposed  to  ahowr  &  propei  regard  for  their  wishes^  aad^ 
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withiii  constitutional  limits,  shall  at  all  times  cheerfully  cooperate  \riUi 
you  for  the  advaucemeiit  of  their  \veUare. 

1  trust  it  may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  the  occasion  for  me  to 
dwell  for  a  moment  on  the  memory  of  the  most  eminent  citizen  of  our 
country  who  during  the  summer  that  is  gone  by  has  descended  to  the 
tomb.  The  enjoyment  of  contemplating,  at  the  advanced  age  of  near 
fourscore  years,  the  happy  condition  of  his  countr>'  cheered  the  last 
hours  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  departed  this  life  in  tlie  tranquil  hope 
of  a  blessed  immortalitj'.  His  death  was  happ>-,  as  his  life  had  been 
eminently  useful.  He  had  an  unfaltering  confidence  in  the  virtue  a 
capacity  of  the  people  and  in  the  permanence  of  that  free  Governmenj 
which  he  had  largely  contributed  to  establish  and  defend.  His  j 
deeds  Itad  secured  to  him  the  affections  of  his  fet  low-citizens,  and  it  v 
his  happiness  to  witness  the  growth  aud  glory  of  his  couutrj',  which  he 
loved  so  well.  He  departed  amidst  the  benedictions  of  millions  of  free- 
men. The  nation  paid  its  tribute  to  his  memorj'  at  his  tomb.  Coming 
generations  will  learn  from  his  example  the  love  of  country  and  the 
rights  of  man.  In  his  language  on  a  similar  occasion  to  the  present, 
"I  now  commend  you,  fellow-citizens,  to  the  guidance  of  Almighty  God, 
with  a  full  reliance  on  His  merciful  providence  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  free  institutions,  and  with  an  earnest  supplication  that  whatever 
errors  it  may  be  my  lot  to  commit  in  discharging  the  arduous  duties 
which  have  devolved  on  me  will  find  a  remedy  in  the  harmony  s 
wisdom  of  your  counsels.'"  j^j^^g  j.   j^^k. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington.  December  p.  184s. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  received  from  the  President  of  the 
existing  Govemmwit  of  the  State  of  Texas,  transmitting  duplicate  cop- 
ies of  the  constitution  formed  by  the  deputies  of  the  people  of  Texas 
in  convention  assembled,  accompanied  by  official  information  that  the 
said  constitution  had  been  ratified,  confirmed,  and  adopted  by  the  people 
of  Texas  themselves,  in  accordance  with  the  joiut  resolution  for  annexing 
Texas  to  the  Ignited  States,  and  in  order  that  Texas  might  be  admitted 
as  one  of  the  States  of  that  Union.  TAMES  K   POI  K 

Washington,  Detemher  to.  tSfs. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  heren-ith  a  report  of  the  5ectetar>'  of  War.  in  answer  to  A 
naolatiouof  the  Senate  of  Uie  4tb  instant,  callug  itx  infonnatioa  "w 
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respect  to  the  practicability  and  utility  of  a  fort  or  forts  on  Ship  Island, 
on  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  said  coast." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  December  15,  184.5, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion signed  on  the  14th  May  of  the  present  year  by  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Berlin  with  the  minister  of  Saxony  at  the  same  Court, 
for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubaine,  droit  de  detraction,  and 
taxes  on  emigration  between  the  United  States  and  Saxony;  and  I  com- 
municate with  the  convention  an  explanatory  dispatch  of  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  dated  on  the  14th  May,  1845,  and  numbered  267. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  December  16,  184.5, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion concluded  and  signed  at  Berlin  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1845, 
between  the  United  States  and  Prussia,  together  with  certain  other  Ger- 
man States,  for » the  mutual  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice  in  cer-» 
tain  cases;  and  I  communicate  with  the  convention  the  correspondence 
necessary  to  explain  it. 

In  submitting  this  convention  to  the  Senate  I  deem  it  proper  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  third  article,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  **none 
of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  up  its  own  citizens 
or  subjects  under  the  stipulations  of  this  convention." 

No  such  reservation  is  to  be  found  in  our  treaties  of  extradition  with 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  only  two  nations  with  whom  we  have 
concluded  such  treaties.  These  provide  for  the  surrender  of  all  persons 
who  are  fugitives  from  justice,  without  regard  to  the  country  to  which 
they  may  belong.  Under  this  article,  if  German  subjects  of  any  of  the 
parties  to  the  convention  should  commit  crimes  within  the  United  States 
and  fly  back  to  their  native  country  from  justice,  they  would  not  be  sur- 
rendered. This  is  clear  in  regard  to  all  such  Germans  as  shall  not  have 
been  naturalized  under  our  laws.  But  even  after  naturalization  diflBcult 
and  embarrassing  questions  might  arise  between  the  parties.  These  Ger- 
man powers,  holding  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  might  refuse 
to  surrender  German  naturalized  citizens,  whilst  we  must  ever  maintain 
the  principle  that  the  rights  and  duties  of  such  citizens  are  the  same  as 
if  they  had  been  born  in  the  United  States. 

I  would  also  observe  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  submitted 

contains  a  provision  not  to  be  found  in  our  conventions  with  Great 

Britain  and  France. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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WAS&mGTON,  Deoesmber  i6,  rS^. 
Toihe  Senaieofihe  United  States: 

I  Jberewith  tianamit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  ow-ners  of  the  brig  General 
Armstrong  against  the  Government  of  Portugal.* 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  December  /p,  iS^S- 
To  the  Heuse  ef  RepresentaHves: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  replj'  to  their  reso- 
lution of  the  25th  of  Februar3-  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State, 
together  with  the  correspondence  of  George  W.  Slacum,  late  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  w4th  the  Department  of  State,  relat- 
ing  to  the  African  slave  trade.  j^^jg3  ^   ^^^^ 

Wasbucngtox.  December  22,  184S' 
To  the  Cimgress  cf  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  commtmication  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State, 
with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the  appropriation  made  by  the 
act  entitled^**  An  act  pro\nding  the  means  of  future  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  China,''  approved  the  3d  of 
March,  1843.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  ybaLMarr  j,  1846, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xar>',  com- 
municating the  information  called  for  by  their  resolution  of  the  i8th  cf 
December,  1845,  in  relation  to  tlie  "number  of  agents  no^- employed  for 
the  preservation  of  timber,  their  salaries,  the  aMtho!rit>'  of  law  under 
which  they  are  paid,  and  the  allowances  of  ever>'  description  made  within 
the  last  twenty  years  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  said  agents. * ' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WaBHTNGTON. /tffftttfri'  6,  18^6. 
To  the  Senate  ef  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  information  called  for  by  their  Teso- 
lution  of  December  31,  1845,  '^requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  fhc 

^Por  fattinc  to  protect  the  Aineriain  armed  brig  Gmeral  Armstrong,  while  l>'ing  in  the  port  of 
Ii)ByaU  Azores,  from  attack  by  British  armed  ships  on  September  a6, 18x4. 
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Attomey-GeBeral  and  tlie  Solicitor  of  the  Treaswry  and  the  judicial  trffi- 
cers  of  Florida  in  relation  to  the  authority  of  the  Territorial  judges  as 
Federal  judges  since  the  3d  of  Mararh,  1845. ' ' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington, /ii«2<arK  12,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  £he  United  States: 

I  nominate  tiie  persons  named  ia  the  acocmnfiBaAy  ing  lisf^tsf  promotions 
and  appointmeTTts  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  to  the  several  grades 
annexed  to  their  names,  as  proposed  hy  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WtLK  DBrikKTMiCNT,  January  j&,  /S46. 
The  PRBsmSNT  of  Tim  United  6tatb&. 

^r:  I  have  the  honor  sespectfuliy  to  ftnpaac  for  your  afprdtmldan  the  anncKed 
hst*  of  ofiicers  for  pvomotiaci  and  fseisonsior  ^pobitiBflatixi  the  Army  <of  the  Unked 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  -    M\T^CT 

ADJirrANT-GENERAI,*S  OFFICE, 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcv,  WaAin^ton,  January  8, 1S46. 

Secretary  of  W'Or, 

Sir:  Ii!cayectfunysniBPittlhemgciHnpgTiyiiig3ist*ef  fr«natiwB8»tidAqjp<fiiitiT«l» 
to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Axmy  wlncli  ore  known  to  hove  iMcppened  since  the  date 
of  the  last  list,  December  12,  1845.  The  promotions  are  all  regular  except  that  of 
Captain  Martin  Scott,  Fifth  Infantry,  whose  name,  agreeably  to  the  decision  of  the 
President  and  your  instructions,  is  submitted  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  major  in  the  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry  {vice  Dearborn,  promoted),  over  the  two  senior  captains  of 
infantry.  Captain  Jorhn  B.  Clark,  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and  Brevet  Major  Thomas 
Noel,  of  the  Sbctth.  The  roasons  ior  this  dgyrtuwe  iiom  the  avdisHry  •concae  (as  in 
other  Itke  esses  of  diflobihty )  are  act  iarth  in  the  Ad^utent-^Teaeral's  repart  -of  the 
27th  nltxmo  eoid  the  Creaerad  sn  Ciaaef  *«  indoffBenieiit  tJkenoon,  of  which  copies  jee 
herewith  reapeotfully  aiiAexed,  amcrked  A. 

I  am,  «ir,  with  gmat  Tenpoct,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  JOKfDS,  AdjutanUGenePoi, 

A. 

ADjinrAflB[3sGKiraaLAi«^  -OFsacEt 
Major-General  ^JtmnOEW  BCOTT,  Wnsirimebm,  I»ece»nber  ^7,  7695. 

Commanding  the  Army. 

Sir:  The  death  of  lyieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman,  Seventh  Infantry,  on  the  ^th 
ultimo,  having  caused  a  vacancy  in  the  grade  of  major,  to  which,  under  the  rule. 
Captain  J.  B.  Clark,  Third  Infantry,  would  be  entitled  to  succeed,  I  deem  it  prc^r 
to  submit  the  following  statement,  extracted  from  the  oflScial  returns  of  his  regi- 
ment, touching  his  physical  capacity  for  the  performance  of  military  duty. 

In  May,  1836,  Captain  Clark  went  on  the  i^ecruitiiig  service.  Where  he  remained 
till  October  .4,  1^58,  when  he  was  gsantad  a  three  jnoadis'  laawe.  fie  joined  his 
conqiatty  at  ^«rt  Xomoii  in  Mcy,  1^39,  and  iMiBliiwad  mbh  it  £bqm  that  time  till 

•  Omitted. 


420  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

March,  1841,  accompanying  it  meanwhile  (October,  1840)  to  Florida.  He  obtained 
a  three  months*  leave  on  surgeon^s  certificate  of  ill  health  March  23,  1841,  but  did 
not  rejoin  till  February  16,  1842.  In  the  interim  he  was  placed  on  duty  for  a  short 
time  as  a  member  of  a  general  court-martial,  which  happened  to  be  convened  at  St. 
Louis,  where  he  was  then  staying.  He  remained  with  his  company  from  February 
to  November,  1842,  when  he  again  received  a  leave  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
and  did  not  return  to  duty  till  April  26,  1843  (after  his  regiment  had  been  ordered 
to  Florida),  when  he  rejoined  it  at  Jefferson  Barracks.  He  continued  with  it  (with 
the  exception  of  one  short  leave)  from  April,  1843,  ^^  J^oc»  1845,  but  the  returns 
show  him  to  have  been  frequently  on  the  sick  report  during  that  period.  On  the  2d 
of  June,  1845,  his  company  being  then  encamped  near  Fort  Jessup  in  expectation  of 
orders  for  Texas,  he  again  procured  a  leave  on  account  of  his  health,  and  has  not 
since  been  able  to  rejoin,  reporting  monthly  that  his  health  unfitted  him  for  th: 
performance  of  duty.  The  signature  of  his  last  report  (not  written  by  himself), 
of  November  30  (herewith*),  would  seem  to  indicate  great  ph3rsical  derangement  or 
decrepitude,  approaching,  perhaps,  to  paralysis. 

From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  during  the  last  seven  years  (since  October, 
1838)  Captain  Clark  has  been  off  duty  two  years  and  foiu*  months,  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  on  account  of  sickness,  and  that  even  when  present  with  his  company 
his  health  is  so  much  impaired  that  very  often  he  is  unable  to  perform  the  ordinary 
garrison  duties. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
proper  authority^  whether  the  senior  captain  of  infantry  should  not  be  passed  over 
and  (as  Brevet  Major  Noel,t  the  next  in  rank,  is  utterly  disqualified)  Captain  Martin 
Scott,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  promoted  to  the  vacant  majority. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  Captain  Clark  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  perfect 
gentleman,  and  as  such,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  equal  to  any  officer  in  the  Army. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant-General. 

[Remarks  indorsed  on  the  foregoing  report  by  the  General  in  Chief.] 

Dbcbmbbr  30,  1845. 

This  report  presents  grave  points  for  consideration.  It  is  highly  improbable  that 
the  Captain  will  ever  be  fit  for  the  active  duties  of  his  profession.  The  question, 
therefore,  seems  to  be  whether  he  shall  be  a  pensioner  on  full  pay  as  captain  or  as 
major,  for  he  has  long  been,  not  in  name,  but  in  fact,  a  pensioner  on  full  pay.  We 
have  no  half  pay  in  the  Army  to  relieve  marching  regiments  of  crippled  and  superan- 
nuated officers.  We  have  many  such — Colonel  Maiu-y,  of  the  Third  Infantry  (super- 
annuated), and  Majors  Cobb  and  McClintock,  Fifth  Infantry  and  Third  Artillery 
( crippled ) .  Many  others  are  fast  becoming  superannuated.  The  three  named  are  on 
indefinite  leaves  of  absence,  and  so  are  Majors  Searle  and  Noel,  permanent  cripples 
from  wounds.  General  Cass's  resolution  of  yesterday  refers  simply  to  age.  A  half 
pay  or  retired  list  with  half  pay  would  be  much  better.  There  are  some  twenty  offi- 
cers who  ought  at  once  to  be  placed  on  such  list  and  their  places  filled  by  promotion. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  best  that  Captain  M.  Scott  should  be  promoted,  vice 
Dearborn,  vice  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  WINFIELD  SCOTT 

♦Omitted. 

t  In  1839  Brevet  Major  Noel,  Sixth  Infantry,  was  severely  wounded  (serving  in  the  Florida  War 
at  the  time)  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  own  pistol.  He  left  his  company  February  x6, 
1839,  ancl  has  ever  since  been  absent  from  his  regiment,  the  state  of  his  wound  and  great  suffering 
rendcrinjj  him  utterly  incapable  of  performing  any  Idnd  of  duty  whatever;  nor  is  there  any  reason 
to  hope  he  will  ever  be  able  to  resume  his  duties.  ^  j^j,^^  AiJuiafU-GeHeral, 
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January  8,  1846. 

It  appearing  from  the  within  statements  of  the  Commanding  General  and  the 
Adjutant-General  that  the  two  officers  proposed  to  be  passed  over  are  physically 
unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  major,  and  their  inability  is  not  temporary,  I  rec- 
ommend that  Captain  Ma4.'tin  Scott  be  promoted  to  the  vacant  majority  3d  January, 

^^4^-  W.  L.  MARCY. 


Washington,  January  /j,  18^6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accom- 
panying papers,  showing  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  transfer  of  certain  stocks  between  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw 
Indians  under  the  treaty  between  those  tribes  of  the  24th  March,  1837. 
The  claim  presented  by  the  Choctaw  General  Council,  if  deemed  to  be 
founded  in  equity,  can  not  be  adjusted  without  the  pre\'ious  adv-ice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /a«w/7r)'  20,  184.6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1846, 1  withdrew  the  nomination  of  James  H. 
Tate,  of  Mississippi,  as  consul  at  Buenos  Ay  res.  The  withdrawal  was 
made  upon  the  receipt  on  that  day  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the 
Senators  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  advising  it.  I  transmit  their  let- 
ter herewith  to  the  Senate.  At  that  time  I  had  not  been  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  and  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  pendency  of  the  resolution  before  that  body  in  executive  session  in 
relation  to  this  nomination.  Having  since  been  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  Executive  Journal  containing  the 
resolution  referred  to,  I  deem  it  proper  and  due  to  the  Senate  to  reinstate 
the  nomination  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  before  it  was  withdrawn. 
And  with  that  view  I  nominate  James  H.  Tate,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  consul 
at  Buenos  Ayres.  ^^^^  ^   ^^^^ 

Washington, /awwary  28 ^  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  commtmicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  regard 
to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  na\'igation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  concluded  and  signed  on  the 
I  St  day  of  December  last  at  Naples  by  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  King- 
dom of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

And  I  communicate  at  the  same  time  portions  of  the  correspondence 
(so  far  as  it  has  been  received)  in  explanation  of  the  treaty. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  February  j,  1846. 
Ta  He  SeudUe  of  ike  UniUd  Shitis: 

]  lierewitL  cooumenicate  to  tise  Senate,  for  its  cpnstdeiJtm*  in  fc£cr- 
encc"  to  its  ratification ,  a  trcatjr  of  cominerce  and  navigallou  between  ttie 
United  States  and  Belgium,  conclnded  and  signed  on  tlie  loth  Novem- 
ber last  at  Bmssels  by  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  witH 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians. 

And  I  communicate  at  th&  same  time  the  correspondence  and  other 
papers  in  explanation  of  the  treaty.  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  February  5,  18^6, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  pursuance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  tlie 
4th  instant,  I  '  *  return  * '  herewith, '  *  for  their  further  action,  the  resolution 
adrising  and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  Isaac  H.  Wright  as  navy 
agent  at  Boston.  * '  It  will  be  observed  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
herewith  returned  contains  the  ad\ace  and  consent  of  that  body  to  the 
appointment  of  several  other  persons  to  other  offices  not  embraced  in  their 
resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  and  it  being  impossible  to  comply  witk  the 
request  of  the  Senate  without  communicating  to  them  the  whole  resolu- 
tion, I  respectfully  request  that  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  other  cases  than 
that  of  Mr.  Wright  it  may  be  returned  to  me. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  7,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the 

29th  Januar>'  last,  I  herewith  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State,  with  the  accompanying  correspondence,  which  has  taken  place 

between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 

London  and  between  the  Govenunent  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 

England  on  the  "subject  of  Oregon"  since  my  communication  of  the 

2d  of  December  last  was  made  to  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Febrnmry  7,  1S46, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  f  'mied  Sta/^s: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
their  resolution  of  the  3d  instant.  I  herewith  connmmicate  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accompanying  *  *  corre^K)ndence,  whidi 
has  taken  place"  bet\*-eeii  the  Secretar>'  of  State  and  the  minister  of  tlK 
United  States  at  London  and  *  *  between  the  Government  of  Great  Britaon 
and  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains since  the  last  annual  messs^e  of  the  President  *  *  to  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  February  p,  1846. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stcrtts: 

I  communicate  herewith,  hi  answer  to  the  resolution  of  tfie  House 
of  Representatives  of  tfte  igtli  of  December  last,  the  report  di  the  Sec- 
retary of  StUte  inclosing-  "copiesr  of  correspondence  between  this-  Gov- 
ernment and  Great  Britaiir  within  the  last  two  years  in  refation  tG  tlhe 
Washington  treaty,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  free  navigation*  of 
the  ri\'er  St,  John,  and  in  relation  to  the  disputed-territory  fund"  named 
in  said  treaty;"  and  also  the  accompanying  copies  of  documents  filed  in 
the  Department  of  State,  which  embrace  the  correspondence  and  infor- 
mation called  for  by  the  said  resolution.  TAMKS  K    POT^ 


Washington,  February  p,  184,6. 
To  the  Saiate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with,  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the 
5th  instant,  I  herewith  return  **  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  advising  and 
consenting  to  the  appointment  of  F.  G.  Mayson  to  be  a  second*  Ifetrtenant 
in  the  Marine  Corps. ' '  As  the  same  resolution  which  contains  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mayson  contains 
also  the  advice  and  consent  of  that  body  to  the  appointment  of  several 
other  persons  to  other  ofl&ces,  to  whom  commissions  have  been  since 
issued,  I  respectfully  request  that  the  resolution,  so  fer  as  it  refetes  to 
the  persons  other  than  Kfr.  Maysoir,  maybe  returned  to*  me. 

JAMES  K.  POXK. 

WaSKTST^'Con*,  February  j^2,  MS^td, 
Ta  the  Senm^eftht  UniUd  SiaUs: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideratioa  snd.  advice  of>  the  Senate  with 
regurd.  to  itSF  ratcficadon,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  14th  day  of  January 
last  by  Thomas  H.  Harvey  and  Bidncrd;  W.  Cummins^  commiBsionem  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Kansas 
tribr  of  Indians^  together  witih^  a.  repoort  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affiazs  and  othur  papers  explanatory  o£  the:  same. 

JAMES-  K.  POLK. 
• 

Washington,  February  r6,  rS^. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Attorney-General  relat- 
ing to  a  contract  enter^  into  by  him  with.  Messrs.  Little  &  Brown  foB  cer- 
tain copies  of.  their  proposed  edition,  of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuacce.  of  the  jpint  nesolutioa  of  the  3d  March,  1845. 

JAME&  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  February  i6.  rS^fi.   ' 
To  the  Senate  of  tiu  United  Stales: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretarj-  of  the  Navj".  coramtt 
nicating  the  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  c 
Ihe  25th  of  February,  1M45,  between  the  commander  of  the  Hast  I 
Squadrons  and  foreign  powers  or  United  States  agents  abroad  durio] 
the  years  1S42  aud  1845,  relating  to  the  trade  and  other  interests  of  ih 


Washington.  February  iS,  jS^6.\ 
To  Ihe  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires 
their  resolution  of  the  12th  instaut,  asking  for  infomtation  relative  t 
the  Mexican  indeninity.  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Stt^ 
retary  of  State,  with  the  paper  accompanviug  it. 

JAMES  K.  POLK.  I 

[A  similar  message  vs-as  sent  to  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  a  reijtu 
of  that  body.] 

Washington.  Marih  iji,  iSf6. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  a  correspondence  bet^veen  the  tuinia 
ter  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  Washington  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
containing  an  arrangement  for  the  adjustment  and  pa>'roent  of  the  clain) 
of  the  respective  Governments  upon  each  other  arising  from  the  coltec 
tion  of  certain  import  duties  in  violation  of  the  second  article  of  1 
commercial  convention  of  3d  of  July,  1S15.  between  the  two  countrid 
and  I  respectfully  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  malciug  p 
to  carrj-  this  arrangement  into  effect. 

The  second  article  of  this  convention  proxndes  that  ' '  no  higher  or  otlx 
duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  o(  a 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Maiesty 
territories  in  Eiu^pe,  and  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  l>e  imposed  a 
the  importation  into  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  F.ttroped 
any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  State 
than  are  or  shall  be  payable  ou  the  like  articles  being  the  growth,  p 
or  manufacture  of  any  otlier  foreign  countr>-." 

Previous  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  ijtb  of  August.  1836,  tlwd 
on  foreign  rough  rice  imported  into  Great  Britain  was  2s.  6d.  sterling  j 
bushel.     By  this  act  the  duty  was  reduced  to  1  penny  per  quarter  (of  1 
bushels)  on  the  ningh  rioe  ' '  imported  from  the  west  coast  of  .Urka."  T 

I  'pou  the  earnest  and  repeated  remonstianc«s  of  our  ministers  at  I 
don  in  opposition  to  this  discrimination  against  American  and  in  favfl 
wf  African  rice,  as  a  violation  of  the  subastiug  convention,  F 


James  JC,  Polk  425 

by  the  act  of  9th  July,  1842,  again  equalized  the  duty  on  all  foreign 
rough  rice  by  fixing  it  at  7s.  per  quarter.  In  the  intervening  period, 
however,  of  nearly  six  years  large  importations  had  been  made  into  Great 
Britain  of  American  rough  rice,  which  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  2s.  6d. 
per  bushel;  but  the  importers,  knowing  their  rights  under  the  conven- 
tion, claimed  that  it  should  be  admitted  at  the  rate  of  i  penny  per  quar- 
ter, the  duty  imposed  on  African  rice.  This  claim  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  excess  of  dut}'  was  paid,  at  the  first  under 
protest,  and  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with  the  board 
of  customs,  by  the  deposit  of  exchequer  bills. 

It  seems  to  have  been  a  clear  violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  convention  to  admit  rough  rice  *  *  the  growth ' '  of  Africa  at  i  penny 
per  quarter,  whilst  the  very  same  article  *  *  the  growth ' '  of  the  United 
States  was  charged  with  a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  bushel. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  same  article  of  the  convention,  is 
founded  on  the  tariff  act  of  30th  August,  1842.  Its  twenty-fifth  section 
provides  * '  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  apply  to  goods  shipped 
in  a  vessel  bound  to  any  port  of  the  United  States,  actually  having  left 
her  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  beyond 
Cape  Horn  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842;  and  all  legal  provi- 
sions and  regulations  existing  immediately  before  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1842,  shall  be  applied  to  importations  which  may  be  made  in  vessels 
which  have  left  such  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  beyond  Cape  Horn  prior  to^aid  ist  day  of  September,  1842." 

The  British  Government  contends  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  convention  for  this  act  to  require  that  * 'articles  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture"  of  Great  Britain,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  vessels  which  had  left  their  last  port  of  lading  in 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842,  should  pay  any 
* '  higher  or  other  duties  * '  than  were  imposed  on  ' '  like  articles  "  *  *  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture"  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Cape  Horn. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  subject  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  this  claim  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  was  well  founded. 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  my  reasons  at  length  for  adopting  this 
opinion,  the  whole  subject  being  fully  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  accompanying  papers. 

The  amount  necessary  to  satisfy  the  British  claim  can  not  at  present 
be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  no  individual  having  yet 
presented  his  case  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
apprehended  that  the  amount  will  be  large.  After  such  examination 
of  the  subject  as  it  has  been  in  his  power  to  make,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  believes  that  it  will  not  exceed  $100,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  the  importers  of  rough  rice  into  Great 
Britain  have  been  already  ascertained,  as  the  duties  were  paid  either 
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Washington.  February  i6,  i 


To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  c 
nicating  the  correspondence  called  for  bj'  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  0 
the  ^jtli  of  February,  1845,  between  the  commander  of  the  East  Indif 
SquachoDS  and  foreign  povt'crs  or  United  States  agents  abroad  during 
the  years  1842  and  1843,  relating  to  the  trade  and  other  interests  of  tlifi 
Government.  j^^j^j.  j.    ^^^^ 


WaSHJNCTON.  February   rS.  rSf6. 
To  Ihe  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives  id 
their  resolution  of  the  J2th  instant,  asking  for  information  relative  I 
the  Mexican  indemnity,  I  communicate  Iierewith  a  report  from  the  Strt 
retary  of  State,  with  the  paper  accompanying  it. 

JAMKS  K.  POLK. 

[A  similar  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate  iu  compliance  with  a  reqtu 
of  that  body.] 

Washington,  March  2j,  iSf6. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatifes  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  a  correspondence  between  the  minis 
ter  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  Washington  and  the  Secretary  of  Stahi 
containing  an  arrangement  for  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  the  claini 
of  tlie  respective  Government.s  ufum  each  other  arising  from  the  collec 
tion  of  certain  import  duties  in  violation  of  the  second  article  of  tl» 
commercial  convention  of  3d  of  July,  1S15,  Ijetweeu  the  two  countries 
and  I  respectfully  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  making  pntvi^ol 
to  carry  this  arrangement  into  efEect. 

The  second  article  of  this  convention  provides  that  ' '  no  higher  or  ottiej 
duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  ana 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty'fl 
territories  in  Europe,  and  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  iuipoeed  o 
the  importation  into  the  territories  of  His  Britainiic  Majesty  in  Europe  <) 
any  articles  Ihe  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States 
than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  articles  being  the  growth,  prodtu 
or  maimfacture  of  any  other  foreign  country." 

Pre\'ious  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  13th  of  August,  1836,  thed 
on  foreign  rough  rice  imported  into  Great  Britain  was  is.  6d.  sterling  f 
bushel.     By  this  act  the  duty  was  reduced  to  1  penny  per  quarter  {of  I 
bushels')  on  the  rough  rice  "imported  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa,"  f 

I'pon  the  earnest  and  repeated  remonstrances  of  our  niinistcr^  at  I 
dim  in  opposition  to  this  discriroioation  against  American  and  in  fara 
of  African  rice,  as  a  violation  of  the  subsisting  con^-entim,  ParUi 
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by  the  act  of  gtli  July,  1842,  again  equalized  the  duty  on  all  foreign 
rough  rice  by  fixing  it  at  7s.  per  quarter.  In  the  intervening  period, 
however,  of  nearly  six  years  large  importations  had  been  made  into  Great 
Britain  of  American  rough  rice,  which  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  2s.  6d. 
per  bushel;  but  the  importers,  knowing  their  rights  under  the  conven- 
tion, claimed  that  it  should  be  admitted  at  the  rate  of  i  penny  per  quar- 
ter, the  duty  imposed  on  African  rice.  This  claim  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  excess  of  duty  was  paid,  at  the  first  under 
protest,  and  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with  the  board 
of  customs,  by  the  deposit  of  exchequer  bills. 

It  seems  to  have  been  a  clear  violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  convention  to  admit  rough  rice  * '  the  growth ' '  of  Africa  at  i  penny 
per  quarter,  whilst  the  very  same  article  "the  growth"  of  the  United 
States  was  charged  with  a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  bushel. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  same  article  of  the  convention,  is 
founded  on  the  tariff  act  of  30th  August,  1842.  Its  twenty-fifth  section 
provides  '  *  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  apply  to  goods  shipped 
in  a  vessel  bound  to  any  port  of  the  United  States,  actually  having  left 
her  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  beyond 
Cape  Horn  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842;  and  all  legal  provi- 
sions  and  regulations  existing  immediately  before  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1842,  shall  be  applied  to  importations  which  may  be  made  in  vessels 
which  have  left  such  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  beyond  Cape  Horn  prior  to^aid  ist  day  of  September,  1842." 

The  British  Government  contends  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  convention  for  this  act  to  require  that  ''articles  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture"  of  Great  Britain,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  vessels  which  had  left  their  last  port  of  lading  in 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842,  should  pay  any 
*  *  higher  or  other  duties '  *  than  were  imposed  on  '  *  like  articles  "  *  *  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture"  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Cape  Horn. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  subject  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  this  claim  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  was  well  founded. 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  my  reasons  at  length  for  adopting  this 
opinion,  the  whole  subject  being  fully  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasiu-y  and  the  accompanying  papers. 

The  amount  necessary  to  satisfy  the  British  claim  can  not  at  present 
be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  no  individual  having  yet 
presented  his  case  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
apprehended  that  the  amount  will  be  large.  After  such  examination 
of  the  subject  as  it  has  been  in  his  power  to  make,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  believes  that  it  will  not  exceed  $100,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  the  importers  of  rough  rice  into  Great 
Britain  have  been  already  ascertained,  as  the  duties  were  paid  either 
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midei;  psoteat  or  in  exchequer  bills^  Tlieir  amoimt  is  staUerl  Uy  MvJ 
H.'niTStt,  our  late  minister  at  London,  m  a  diapatcit  dated  Jiiue  \,  ^'^'s\ 
tobe  /"as,aa6  16*  cod.  sterling,  of  whicli /6«.ooG  4*!.  belunji;  to  citi 
of  the  United  Slates. 

hs,  it  mav  be  long  befoce  tim  amoant  oE  tbe  British  claiat  can  I 
ast:ertaiiied,  and  it  would  be  tmreafwinable  lo  po.«poiie  payinait  to  t 
Ajiitrican  claitiiantiii  until  titns  can  be  adjnsted,  ii  haelieen  jwopowd.  t 
tlie  British  Govermuent  iminttdjatiely  to  refund  tht-  dxcess  i?f  diities-c 
lectcd  by  it  on  Atnerican  ronyh  rice.  I  should  eniertatn  z 
hope  that  this  proposal  would  be  accq»ed  should  thu  armngEment  ooi 
eluded  be  siuictioned'  by  an  act  of  Couyross  maUinitr  proriaion  for  tb 
return  of  the  duties  in  tftiestion.  Tire  claimants  might  theu  be  pirid  a 
they  present  ihcir  demands,  properly  authenticated,  tn  tlie  Secwflarya 
the  Treasury.  JAMES  K.  POLE. 

WASHEMnTON,  A^rch  2^.  rS^. 
To  Ihn  Senale- of  lli£  United  States: 

In  ai)9W<:r  tu  the  iuqiiiry  of  tlie  Senate  contained  in  their  resolotioik  a 
the  17  th  instant,  whether  in  my  "  judgment  any  cinrmnstanci^  c 
wrtli  or  groniiig  out  of  the  foreign  relations-  of  this  cotmtry  r 
thia  time  an  iiKteuse  of  <MX  naval  or  militaT>-  force,"  and,  it  !«, 
thiwe  circranalanreS'  are."  I  have  to  express  the  opinion  that  a. n 
caution,  demands  9itch  incrt^aas. 

In  my  aimual  messa^  of  the  2d  o£  DeceiDber  hiA  I  recot 

tlie  faK-orable  conaideratiifa  of  Congress  au  increaae  of  oitr  naval  faiDe, 

especially  of  rmr  steam  na\-y.  and  the  mimng  of  an  adequate  uiiiidB^ 

^iDiee  to  gnard  and  protect  sucli  of  our  citizenft  a»  might  tliink  pxsqKC  tt> 

catc  ti»  OtegDtt,     Sinctt  that  jieriod  I  ha\-e  seen  no  cause  to  reeaUitv 

idlfy  these  recammendations.     On  tlie  contrary,  reauoas  exist  MtMh, 
'"m  my  juil|j{meni,  rendo*  it  pinpw  not  only  that  thta'  slionid  lie  pmoptfy 
carried  into  eflecl.  but  that  additional  pro%-ision  >JiaaId  l»e  matlefort&e 
pulihc  defense. 

The  c'Misideradcm  of  such  additional  provision  wasibroa^t  before  tq»^ 
propriate  committees  of  the  two  Housas  of  Congress,  in  auMiTr  toe 
^lade  by  them,  in  reports*  prepareti,  w-ith  my  »uictton,  hy  the  3ecrcta^4 
War  and  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  jqtUof  December  and  the  a 
of  Jamiar>'  last— atnodeof  comraunicatioii  with  Coni^resH  itoi  imtiMod,  and 
under  eicJEtinic  encmi)fluiux»  Ixriiei-ed  In  he  most  ehjcilile.     Sufaaaf 
events  have  confirmed  nie  in  tlie  (qnnion  that  these  nx-ommeinlal 
irreref  pmpcr  va  pnecaatiuiiary  mtsisares. 

It  ivos  a  wise  oDUciu  Ok  the  Father  of  Ins  Cottntry  thnt ' ' 
for  war  i^  one  of  lite  n)(»t  d&ciKnt  mcaiu  of  jUKMivlufr  pHOCB,"  s 
that,  "avtiiifiiiii-  iiera^mtre  (tf  gaperwe  bycuftivudtifr  peaoe,"  we  si 
"tmemfaer  aim  that  timdy  diabnwnciitB  to  prapoR-  for  d 
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quently  prevent  mnch  g;?eater  disburs€iiient&  Iq  c^eL  U. ' '  The  f^fiuecA 
obligation  \s^  perfocm.  thfs.  duly  ia  greatly  streu^s^beaed  by  f aids  known 
to  the  whole  \vorLd.  A  controversy  rea^eet mg.  tbc:  OregnasL  Tecnitlory  now 
exists  between  the  United  Stalea  and  Gireat  BcbtaoA,  and  wink^  aa  fiar  as 
\vc  know^  the  rehUiiHi&  of  the  lattm~  wkh  alL  Bncopean  mtioiiB  am*  of  the 
most  pacific  ehacsMctfir,  she  is  makinn:  uirastiai  and  estraordinarj  avma^ 
ments  and.  warlike  pne^wrations,.  natvad  and  natiitacT-,  both;  aib  homr  sdk^ in 
hec  Nfitrth  Amesncan  poaiessionst 

It  cam  luttb  bfc  diagtosed  tlsat,  howerer  sincere  msry  Be  the  desrre-  of 
peace^  in  thfi  encsit  erf  a  rapture  these  armaments^  and  preparatibiis  wottM 
be  used  against  our  coantay.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  origfnaf 
purpose  of  these  preparations,  the  fact  is  undoubted  that  they  are  now 
proceeding,  in  part  at  least,  with  a  view  to  the  contingent  possibility  of 
a  war  with  the  United  States.  The  general  policy  of  making  additional 
warlike  preparations  was  distinctly  announced  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne  as  late  as  January  last,  and  has  since  been  reiterated  by  the  min- 
isters of  the  Crown*  rn  both  houses  of  Parliament.  Under  this  aspect  of 
our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  lean  not  doubt  the  propriety  of  increas- 
ing our  means  of  defense  both  by  land  and  sea.  This  can  give  Great 
Britain  no  cause  of  offense  nor  increase  the  danger  of  abrupture*  If^oa 
the  contrary,  we  should  fold  our  arms  in  security  and  at  last  be  suddenly 
involved  in  hostiUties  for  the  maintenance  of  our  iust  rigjiia  without 
any  adequate  preparation,  our  responsibility  to  the  country  would  be  o£ 
the  gravest  character.  Should  collision  between  the.  twci  conaiiies-  he 
avoided,  as  T  sincerely  trust  it  may  be,  the  additional  charge  upon  the 
Treasury  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  will  not  be  lost,  while  in 
the  event  oi  sudi  a  coUi^n.  they  would  be  indispensable  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  national  rights  and  national  honor. 

Ihaveseen  no  re&sosL  to  change  or  modify  tdie  reco«iingnriflri<Mia  ofi  my 
annual  mesfiagie  in:  reg^:^  to  the  Oregon  question.  Ths  noliae  to  abro- 
gate the  treaty  o£  the  6tko£  Angnst,  1827,  is  authoriaed  by  the  treaty 
itself  and  cair  not  be  regarded  as  a  warlike  measure,  and  I  can  not  with*- 
hold  my  strong  coscviction  that  it  should  be  promptly  giVen*.  The  other 
recommendatioas^  are  in  conformity  with  the  existing  treaty,  and  would 
afford  to  American  citizens  in  Oregon  no  more  than  the  same  measure 
of  protection  which  has  long  since  been  extended  to  British  subjects  in 
that  Territory. 

The  state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  is  still  in  an  unsettled  condi- 
tion. Since  the  meeting  of  Congress  another  revolution  has  taken  place 
in  that  cotmtry,  by  which  the  Government  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
new  rulers.  This  event  has  procrastinated,  and  may  possibly  defeat,  the 
settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  United  States  and  that  coun- 
try. The  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico  at  th«:  date  of  the  last 
advices  had  not  been  received  by  the.  existing  authorities.  Demonstiar 
tionsL  of  a.  character  hostile  to  the  United  States  continue  to  be  made  in 
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Mexico,  which  has  rendered  it  proper,  in  my  judgment,  to  keep  nearly 
two-thirds  of  our  Army  on  our  southwestern  frontier.  In  doing  this 
many  of  the  regular  military  posts  have  been  reduced  to  a  small  force 
inadequate  to  their  defense  should  an  emergency  arise. 

In  view  of  these  **  circumstances, '  *  it  is  my  "judgment  *'  that  "an  in- 
crease of  our  naval  and  military  force  is  at  this  time  required  *  *  to  place 
the  country  in  a  suitable  state  of  defense.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my 
settled  purpose  to  pursue  such  a  course  of  policy  as  may  be  best  cal- 
culated to  preserve  both  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  an  honorable 
peace,  which  nothing  will  so  effectually  promote  as  unanimity  in  our 
councils  and  a  firm  maintenance  of  all  our  just  rights. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  April  /,  1846. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  received  from  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  in  answer  to  a  communication  addressed  to  him  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Januar>'  30,  1846, 
* 'requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  apply  to  the  governor 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  for  information  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  Columbus  and  Sandusky  turnpike  road;  whether  the  said  road  is 
kept  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  ^vill  enable  the  Federal  Government  to 
realize  in  case  of  need  the  advantages  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3,  1827/'  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  /,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  a  delegation  of  the  Tonawanda  band 
of  the  Seneca  Indians  now  in  this  city,  I  herewith  transmit,  for  your 
consideration,  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  President  and  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  the  treaty  of  January  15,  1838,  with  the  **Six  Nations  of 
New  York  Indians,"  and  that  of  May  20, 1842,  with  the  ** Seneca  Nation 
of  Indians."  j^^j^^g  ^   p^^K. 

Washington.  April  j,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretar>'  of  State,  with 
accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  *'if 
not  incompatible  with  public  interests,  any  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  between  the  20th  of 
June,  1840,  and  the  4th  of  March,  1841." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  April  /j,  184.6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant,  calling 
for  *  'copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place  between  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Britain  since  the  last 
documents  transmitted  to  Congress  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  Ore- 
gon Territory,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  communicated  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  interest/*  I  have  to  state  that  no  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  Oregon  Territory  has  taken  place  between  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  and  those  6f  Great  Britain  since  the  date  of 
the  last  documents  on  the  subject  transmitted  by  me  to  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  /j,  1846, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  my  annual  message  of  the  2d  of  December  last  it  was  stated  that 
serious  difficulties  of  long  standing  continued  to  distract  the  several  par- 
ties into  which  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  is  unhappily  divided;  that 
all  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  adjust  these  difficulties  had  proved  to 
be  unsuccessful,  and  would  probably  remain  so  without  the  aid  of  further 
legislation  by  Congress.    Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  this  opinion. 

I  commimicate  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  with  accompanying  documents,  together  with  memorials  which 
have  been  received  from  the  several  bands  or  parties  of  the  Cherokees 
themselves.  It  will  be  perceived  that  internal  feuds  still  exist  which  call 
for  the  prompt  intervention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  meeting  of  Congress  several  unprovoked  murders  have  been 
committed  by  the  stronger  upon  the  weaker  party  of  the  tribe,  which 
will  probably  remain  unpunished  by  the  Indian  authorities;  and  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that  similar  outrages  will  continue  to  be  perpetrated 
unless  restrained  by  the  authorities  6f  the  United  States. 

Many  of  the  weaker  party  have  been  compelled  to  seek  refuge  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Indian  country  and  within  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
are  destitute  of  the  means  for  their  daily  subsistence.  The  military  forces 
of  the  United  States  stationed  on  the  western  frontier  have  been  active 
in  their  exertions  to  suppress  these  outrages  and  to  execute  the  treaty 
of  1835,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  **  the  United  States  agree  to  pro- 
tect the  Cherokee  Nation  from  domestic  strife  and  foreign  enemies,  and 
against  intestine  wars  between  the  several  tribes.*' 

These  exertions  of  the  Army  have  proved  to  a  great  extent  unavailing, 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  accompan3ring  documents,  including  commu- 
nications from  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Gibson. 

I  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  propriety  of  making 
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such  amendniBttts  of  tlwr  laws  Tegnlating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
as  will  subject  to  trial  and  puiiishineiil  in  the  conrts  of  the  T/nited  States 
all  Indians  guilty  of  murdtn'  and  such  otiwr  fekones  as  m^  be  de»g- 
nated.  'wlaen  osmisiaed  od  otlter  Indians  witliiu  the  jurisdkSKHi  vf  flie 
United  Stales. 

Snch  a  ntodtfication  of  the  cxi^iiig  Jaws  i^  suggested  liei: 
fenders  against  ifae  laws  of  humanity  in  tlie  Indian  comUry  an.-  left  1 
be  punisbed  \i\-  Indian  laws  the}'  will  .^ensally,  if  not  nhmy-s,  lie  | 
mitted  to  escape  w-it)i  impuntt^'.     This  has  'been  the  ca.>ie  in  Te|Katd 
instances  oiuiRig  the  Ciierakees.     Far  years  unprwroted  3uur<ders  Iw 
been  committed,  and  yet  no  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  tite  oSendt 
lo  punisbuient.     Should  this  stale  of  things  contiuue,  it  is  not  di&cult  lo  * 
foresee  that  the  weaker  party  will  be  finally  destroyed.    .\s  the  gitordian 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  by 
every  consideration  of  duty  and  humanity  to  interpose  to  pret'ent  such  f 
<Usaster. 

From  the  eKamination  winch  I  have  "made  inlo  tbe  wrtiml  State  4 
thiagsin  the  Clierokee  Nation  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no -probaU 
that  tfac^liffereiit  bands  or  parties  into  which  it  is  divtdedjiau  wvs  again 
hvet^getheriti  peace  and  ittrmony .  and  tim  the  well-'beit^af'Cbe-w'hole 
reqtriijes  lliat  tbey  -shottld  be  separated  jmd  live  tnnka'  sepacBb  gtncnt- 
ments  as  distinct  Uibes. 

*niat  portian  wJio  -emigraied  to  the  west  of  tlie  MH«ssTppi  ydor  to  the 
year  iSjy,  mmmDnly  called  the  "Old  Settlers,  "  and  that  portant  wbo 
made  the  treaty  of  T835.  laionu  as  the  "treaty  ^mrty,"  il  b  liehetBd 
would  wiXlingly  unite,  and  ctiuld  live  together  in  hannoii;'.  The  mm- 
ber  of  these,  asiiearlvaseimbeesdDiated,  is  about  one-third  of  the  tiAe. 
The  whole  numljer  ^i  a!!  tlie  bands  or  parties  does  not  profaably  eKcexd 
sovooo.  The  country  wJoicli  liiey  occirpj*  anbtuces  y.cwo.ooo  ncxes  of 
land,  -with  the  privilege  of;aii«ntIet  to  clie-n'^a^m  litnite  of  Che  United 
States.  This  fioontr^-  is  susceptible  of  dmaion.  and  is  base  i9u>Qsli 
far  all. 

I  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety'  of  Either  drv-idingtbe  ueauUrv  which 
they  At  prescDt  occupy  or  ai  proradtag  In-  law  a  ikw  home  for  the  one 
or  the  other  of  the  bands  or  parties  now  in  hoetile  array  against  eai± 
other,  a^  the  most  cSecnnl,  if  nm  tlie  only,  means  v&  pfeaerving  t 
weaker  party  from  masracre  and  total  extermination.  SlionUl  Conj 
fa\-or  the  rtnthnon  of  ilie  ooantn-  its  imcgerited,  awl  the  sepamtiDn  of  tM 
Cberokeeii  inle  two  ditOinct  tribes,  piflice  will  TH|ntn.'  that  the  nmniitia 
aiid  funds  beloiigii^  to  the  wliule,  now  liehl  in  tmst  for  thtm  b)'  tbc 
United  States,  should  be eqnitahh- distributed  antong  the  parties,  sccord- 
ing  tt>  their  tuMpcctim:  claims  and  mmha^. 

ThcR  ifi  BtiU  :ii  small  mniber  of  tfac  Cbcfofase  trfte  remiB 
tile  Stale  <t\  Xorth  Carolina,  trko,  ■txntdhig  la  the  8tipidatiBtia.«f  t; 
tBcntr  of  11^55,  skotild  have  emigtaied  with  their  brctlmn  to  the  V 
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the  Mksififiippi.  It  is  deairaUe  that  iiiey  <>houkl  he  removed,  .suad  in  the 
event  <af  a  dmsicm  of  the  co«mtry  in  the  West,  or  of  a  new  home  hekig 
ps<(mded  for  a  :p(ifrtiou  of  the  trii^e,  that  tkey  he  ^penaxtted  Id  join  either 
party,  a6  they  may  :pEefer,  and  he  iiicorporsted  ^xil^ -them. 

I  tuhmtt  the  ^vhde  «tih}ect  to  Congress,  thart  such  llegidatire  measures 
may^be  adopted  as  will  be  just  to  all  the  parties  or  bands  of  the  tribe. 
Such  measures,  I  am  satisfied,  are  the  only  means  of  arresting  the  horrid 
and  inhuman  massacres  which  have  marked  the  hii?tory  of  tiie  Cherokees 
for  the  lafit  few  years,  and  especially  far  tlie  last  few  months. 

The  Cherokees  have  been  regarded  as  among  the  most  enlightened 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  but  experience  has  proved  that  they  have  not  yet 
advanced  to  such  a  state  of  civilization  as  to  dispense  with  the  guardian 
care  and  control  of  the  -GovenuBent  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  //,  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatvves: 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845, 1  communicate 
herewith  to  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy  on 
the  subject  of  a  fireproof  building  for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
together  with  documents  explaining  the  plans  to  which  it  refers  and 
containing  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  the  buildings  proposed. 

Congress  having  made  no  appropriation  for  the  £m(ployment  of  an  ar- 
chitect to  prepare  and  submit  the  necessary  plans,  aone  was  appointed. 
Several  skillful  architects  were  invited  to  submit  plans  and  estimates, 
aad  irom  those  that  were  voluntarily  furnished  a  selection  has  been 
made  of  such  as  would  furnish  the  requisite  building  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  at  the  least  -eicpense. 

All  the  plans  and  estimates  which  have  been  received  jcre  herewith 

commnnicated,  for  the  information  of  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  POiK. 

Washington,  April  20,  r8f6. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  considered  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
gth  tnstatrt,  by  which  I  am  requested  "to  cause  to  be -furnished  to  that 
House  an  accotmt  of  all  pa>Tnents  made  on  President's  certificates -from 
the  fund  appropriated  by  law,  through  the  agency  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1841 ,  until  the  retirement  of  Daniel  Webster  from  the  Department 
of  State,  with  copies  of  all  entries,  receipfts,  fetters,  vonchers,  memoran- 
dnms,  or  other  evidence  t)f  «nch  payments,  to  whom  paid,  for  what,  and 
particularly  all  concerning  the  northeastern-boundary  dispute  irith  Great 
Britain.'* 


432 


Afessages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


With  an  anxious  desire  to  furnish  to  the  House  any  inforuiatioii  re-l 
quested  by  that  body  which  may  be  in  the  Executi^-e  Departments.  £  I 
have  fell  bound  by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  inquire  how  far  I  could  with  I 
propriety,  or  consistently  with  the  existing  laws,  respond  to  tlieir  call. 

The  usual  annual  appropriation  "for  the  contingent  expenses  of  in-  I 
teicourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations"  has  been  J 
disbursed  since  the  date  of  the  act  of  May  i,  1810,  in  pursuance  of  its  I 
provisions.     By  the  third  section  of  that  act  it  is  provided — 

That  when  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  be  ilrawn  from  the  Treasury  under  I 
Any  low  making  appropriatiun  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  between  T 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations  the  President  sliall  be.  and  he  is  hereby, 
suthoriied  to  cause  the  same  to  l>e  duly  settled  annually  with  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  TreasuT)'  in  the  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  by  causing  tiie  same  l^ 
be  accounted  for  specially  in  all  instances  wherein  the  expenditure  tliereof  may  in 
bis  judgment  be  made  public,  and  by  making  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such 
espenditm^s  as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify;  and  every  such  certificate 
shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have 
been  expended. 

Two  distinct  classes  of  expenditure  are  authorized  by  this  law — the  I 
one  of  a  public  and  the  other  of  a  private  and  confidential  character,   f 
The  President  in  oflGce  at  the  time  of  the  expenditure  is  made  by  the  I 
law  the  sole  judge  whether  it  shall  be  public  or  private.     Such  sums 
are  to  be  "accounted  for  specially  in  all  instances  wherein  tlie  expendi- 
ture thereof  may  in  his  judgment  be  made  pubht."     All  expenditures  I 
■'accounted  for  specially"  are  settled  at  the  Treasury'  upon  vouchers, 
and  not  on  "  President's  certificates, "  and.  hke  all  other  public  accounts, 
are  subject  to  be  called  for  by  Congress,  and  are  open  to  public  exami- 
nation.    Had  information  as  respects  this  class  of  expenditiu^s  been 
called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  it  would  have  been  promptly 
communicated. 

Congress,  foreseeing  that  it  might  become  necessary  and  proper  to  J 
apply  portions  of  this  fund  for  objects  the  original  accounts  and  vouchers 
for  which  could  not  be  "made  pubhc"  without  injury  to  the  public  inter- 
ests, authorized  the  Presideut,  instead  of  such  accounts  and  vouchers,  to 
make  a  certificate  of  the  amount  "of  such  expenditures  as  he  may  think 
ii  advisable  not  to  specify,"  and  have  provided  that  "every  such  cer-j 
itficate  shall  l»e  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or  sums  therein^ 
expressed  to  have  been  expended." 

The  law  making  the.se  provisions  is  iu  full  force.  It  is  binding  uponi 
alt  the  <lcpartmeuts  of  the  Government,  and  especially  upou  the  Bxecu- 1 
tive.  whose  duty  it  is  "  to  take  care  that  the  laws  lie  faithfully  executed. ' "  \ 
Iu  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  lodged  by  it  in  the  Executive  several! 
of  my  ]>r«lecessors  have  made  "certificates"  of  the  amount  "of  i 
vxjtenditure!*  as  they  have  thought  it  advisable  not  to  specify."  andttpoO'l 
ihesc  certificates  as  the  oiUy  vouchers  settlements  Itave  been  made  at] 
Uic  Trensury. 

It  ai>p«»rs  that  within   tlir  jteriod  sjiecified  in  the  resi>liiiinii  of  thoi 
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House  certificates  were  given  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  upon  which 
settlements  have  been  made  at  the  Treasury,  amounting  to  $5,460.  He 
has  solemnly  determined  that  the  objects  and  items  of  these  expenditures 
should  not  be  made  public,  and  has  given  his  certificates  to  that  effect, 
which  are  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  country.  Under  the  direct 
authority  of  an  existing  law,  he  has  exercised  the  power  of  placing  these 
expenditures  under  the  seal  of  confidence,  and  the  .whole  matter  was  ter- 
minated before  I  came  into  office.  An  important  question  arises,  whether 
a  subsequent  President,  either  voluntarily  or  at  the  request  of  one  branch 
of  Congress,  can  without  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law  revise  the 
acts, of  his  predecessor  and  expose  to  public  view  that  which  he  had 
determined  should  not  be  '  'made  public.  * '  If  not  a  matter  of  strict  duty, 
it  would  certainly  be  a  safe  general  rule  that  this  should  not  be  done. 
Indeed,  it  may  well  happen,  and  probably  would  happen,  that  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  time  being  wbuld  not  be  in  possession  of  the  information 
upon  which  his  predecessor  acted,  and  could  not,  therefore,  have  the 
means  of  judging  whether  he  had  exercised  his  discretion  wisely  or  not. 
The  law  requires  no  other  voucher  but  the  President's  certificate,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  its  provisions  which  requires  any  **  entries,  receipts, 
letters,  vouchers,  memorandums,  or  other  evidence  of  such  payments**  to 
be  preserved  in  the  executive  department.  The  President  who  makes 
the  "certificate**  may,  if  he  chooses,  keep  all  the  information  and  evi- 
dence upon  which  he  acts  in  his  own  possession.  If,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  successors,  he  shall  leave  the  evidence  on  which  he  acts  and 
the  items  of  the  expenditures  which  make  up  the  sum  for  which  he  has 
given  his  **  certificate  *  *  on  the  confidential  files  of  one  of  the  Executive 
Departments,  they  do  not  in  any  proper  sense  become  thereby  public 
records.  They  are  never  seen  or  examined  by  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  when  they  settle  an  account  on  the  **  President  *s  certifi- 
cate. *  *  The  First  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  ist  of  July,  1790, 
passed  an  act  '*  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations,**  by  which  a  similar  provision  to  that  which 
now  exists  was  made  for  the  settlement  of  such  expenditures  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  President  ought  not  to  be  made  public.  This  .act  was 
limited  in  its  duration.  It  was  continued  for  a  limited  term  in  1793,  and 
between  that  time  and  the  date  of  the  act  of  May  i,  18 10,  which  is  now 
in  force,  the  same  provision  was  revived  and  continued.  Expenditures 
were  made  and  settled  under  Presidential  certificates  in  pursuance  of 
these  laws. 

If  the  President  may  answer  the  present  call,  he  must  answer  similar 
calls  for  every  such  expenditure  of  a  confidential  character,  made  under 
every  Administration,  in  war  and  in  peace,  from  the  organization  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  period.  To  break  the  seal  of  confidence 
imposed  by  the  law,  and  heretofore  uniformly  preserved,  would  be  sub- 
versive of  the  very  purpose  for  which  the  law  was  enacted,  and  might 
M  P— vol,  IV— a8 
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be  productive  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  The  ezpendittirel 
of  this  confidential  character,  it  is  believed,  were  never  before  sought 
to  be  made  public,  and  I  should  greatly  apprehend  the  consequences  of 
establishing  a  precedent  which  would  render  such  disdostitoi  hereafter 
inevitable. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  strong  and  correct  public  feeling  which  exists 
throughout  the  country  against  secrecy  of  any  kind  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  and  especially  in  reference  to  public  expenditures; 
yet  our  foreign  negotiations  are  wisely  and  properly  confined  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Executive  during  their  pendency.  Our  laws  require 
the  accounts  of  every  particular  expenditure  to  be  rendered  and  publicly 
settled  at  the  Treasury  Department.  The  single  exception  which  exists 
is  not  that  the  amounts  embraced  under  President's  certificates  shall 
be  withheld  from  the  public,  but  merely  that  the  items  of  which  these 
are  composed  shall  not  be  divulged.  To  this  extent,  and  no  further,  is 
secrecy  observed. 

The  laudable  vigilance  of  the  people  in  regard  to  all  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  a  desire  to  retain  the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  will 
prevent  any  sum  expended  from  being  accounted  for  by  the  President's 
certificate  unless  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity.  Such  certificates  have 
therefore  been  resorted  to  but  seldom  throughout  our  past  history. 

For  my  own^part,  I  have  not  caused  any  account  whatever  to  be  set- 
tled on  a  Presidential  certificate.  I  have  had  no  occasion  rendering  it 
necessary  in  my  judgment  to  make  such  a  certificate,  and  it  would  be 
an  extreme  case  which  would  ever  induce  me  to  exercise  this  authority; 
yet  if  such  a  case  should  arise  it  would  be  my  duty  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility devolved  on  me  by  the  law. 

During  my  Administration  all  expenditures  for  contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse  in  which  the  accounts  have  been  closed  have  been 
settled  upon  regular  vouchers,  as  all  other  public  accounts  are  settied  at 
the  Treasury. 

It  may  be  alleged  that  the  power  of  impeachment  belongs  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  that,  with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
that  House  has  the  right  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  all  public  officers 
under  the  Government.  This  is  cheerfully  admitted.  In  such  a  case 
the  safety  of  the  Republic  would  be  the  supreme  law,  and  the  power 
of  the  House  in  the  pursuit  of  this  object  would  penetrate  into  the  most 
secret  recesses  of  the  Executive  Departments.  It  could  command  the 
attendance  of  any  and  every  agent  of  the  Government,  and  compel  them 
to  produce  all  papers,  public  or  private,  official  or  tmofficial,  and  to  tes^ 
tify  on  oath  to  all  facts  within  their  knowledge.  But  even  in  a  case  of 
that  kind  they  would  adopt  all  wise  precautions  to  prevent  the  exposure 
of  all  such  matters  the  publication  of  which  might  injuriondy  affect  the 
public  interest,  except  so  far  as  this  might  be  necessary  to  scoomplisb 
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Choctaw  treaty  of  1830  which  have  been  presented  to  and  allowed  or  re- 
jected by  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  3d  of  March, 
1837,  and  23d  of  August,  1842.  j^j^^g  ^   ^^^ 


To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington,  May  6,  1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  additional  papers,  relative  to  the  claims  of 
certain  Chickasaw  Indians,  which,  with  those  heretofore  communicated 
to  Congress,  contain  all  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th  of  December  last. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  0/ Representatives:  Washington,  May  6,  1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body, 
"if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  George  William  Gordon,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  with  the  Department  orState,  relating  to  the  slave  trade  in 
vessels  and  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  between  the  coast  of  Africa 
and  Brazil."  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  of  Re^^esentaHves:  Washington,  May  6, 1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  calling  for 
information  **  whether  any  soldier  or  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  have  been  shot  for  desertion,  or  in  the  act  of  deserting,  and,  if  so, 
by  whose  order  and  under  what  authority." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  11,  1846. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  existing  state  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  bring  the  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  your 
present  session  the  state  of  these  relations,  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
suspension  of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  in  March, 
1845,  and  the  long-continued  and  unredressed  wrongs  and  injuries  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  Government  on  citizens  of  the  United  States  io 
their  persons  and  property  were  briefly  set  forth. 
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' ' copies  of  wbate\er  commuuicatious  were  made  from  the  Secretaiy  a 
State  during  the  last  session  of  the  Twenty -seventh  Congress,  partict 
larly  February,  1843,  to  Mr.  Gushing  and  Mr.  Adams,  members  of  i 
Committee  of  this  House  on  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  wish  of  the  President 
of  the  "United  States  to  institute  a  special  mission  to  Great  Britain,"  I 
have  to  state  that  no  such  communications  or  copies  of  them  are  fouiidH 
in  the  Department  of  State. 

"Copies  of  all  letters  on  the  books  of  the  Department  of  State  \ 
any  officer  of  the  United  States  or  any  person  in  New  York  concerning' 
Alexander  McI<eod, "  which  are  also  called  for  by  the  resolution,  are 
herewith  communicated.  j^j^gg  ^   p^^K. 


Washington,  Afiri/  20.  18^6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolutioo  of  the 
8th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanyit^ 
papers,  containing  the  information  and  correspondence  referred  to  in  that| 
resolution,  relative  to  the  search  of  American  vessels  by  British  c 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Aprii  27.  /S46. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs: 

I  transtnit  herewith  the  information  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  tl 
Senate  of  the  3d  December  last,  relating  to  "  claims  arising  under  the  f( 
teenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek"  with  the  Choctai^ 
tribe  of  Indians,  concluded  in  September,  1830. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Wa^INGTON,  April  2j.  i8f6. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives.- 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  1 
nying  papers,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  c 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  19,  1845.  relating  to  c 
claims  of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  ^  i^MES  K   POLK 

Washington,  April  27.  1846. 
To  the  House  of  Representative!: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying  papers  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representativefl 
of  the  3tst  of  December  last,  In  relation  to  claitns  arislag  imder  the 
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Choctaw  treaty  of  1830  which  have  been  presented  to  and  allowed  or  re- 
jected by  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  3d  of  March, 
1837,  and  23d  of  August,  1842.  j^j^^S  K.  POLK. 


To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington.  May  6,  1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  additional  papers,  relative  to  the  claims  of 
certain  Chickasaw  Indians,  which,  with  those  heretofore  communicated 
to  Congress,  contain  all  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th  of  December  last. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington.  May  6,  18^6, 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body, 
' '  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  George  William  Gordon,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  with  the  Department  orstate,  relating  to  the  slave  trade  in 
vessels  and  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  between  the  coast  of  Africa 
and  Brazil/ »  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  May  6,1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  calling  for 
information  *  *  whether  any  soldier  or  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  have  been  shot  for  desertion,  or  in  the  act  of  deserting,  and,  if  so, 
by  whose  order  and  under  what  authority." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  11,  1846, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  existing  state  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  bring  the  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  your 
present  session  the  state  of  these  relations,  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
suspension  of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  in  March, 
1845,  and  the  long-continued  and  unredressed  wrongs  and  injuries  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  Government  on  citizens  of  the  United  States  io 
their  persons  and  property  were  briefly  set  forth, 
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As  the  facts  and  optaioDS  which  n-ere 
fully  considered,  I  can  not  better  expres 

condition  of  affairs  up  to  that  time  than  by  refeniDg  j-ou  to  that  c 
oication. 

The  strong  desire  to  establish  peace  n-ith  Mexico  on  liberal  and  honor- 
able terms,  and  the  readiness  of  this  Go\-ermnent  to  regnlate  and  adjust 
our  boundary  and  other  causes  ol  difference  with  that  power  on  such  bir 
and  equitable  principles  as  would  lead  to  permanent  relations  of  the  most 
friendly  nature,  induced  me  in  September  last  to  seek  the  reopening^  <A 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries.  E\'ery  measure  adopted 
OD  our  part  had  for  its  object  the  furtherance  of  these  desired  results. 
In  communicating  to  Congress  a  succinct  statement  of  the  injuries  whidi 
we  bad  suffered  from  Mexico,  and  which  1ia\-e  been  accumulating  dar- 
ing a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years,  every  expression  that  covild  tend 
to  inflame  the  people  of  Mexico  or  defeat  or  delay  a  pacific  result  was 
carefully  avoided.  An  envoy  of  the  United  States  repaired  to  Mexico 
with  full  powers  to  adjust  everj'  existing  difference.  But  though  pres- 
ent on  the  Mexican  soil  by  agreement  between  the  two  Governments, 
invested  with  full  powers,  and  bearing  evidence  of  the  most  friendly  dis- 
positions, his  mission  has  been  unavailing.  The  ^lexicau  Go\'eTunient 
not  only  refused  to  receive  him  or  listen  to  his  propositions,  but  after  a 
Itmg-continued  series  of  menaces  have  at  last  invaded  our  territory  and 
shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow -citizens  on  our  own  soil. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  state  more  in  detail  the  origin,  progress, 
and  failure  of  that  mission.  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  gi\-cn  in 
September  last,  an  inquiry  was  made  on  the  i  jth  of  October,  1 845,  in  the 
most  friendly  terms,  through  our  consul  in  Mexico,  of  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  whether  the  Mexican  Government  "would  recet\-e  an 
envoy  from  the  United  States  intrusted  with  full  powers  to  adjust  all 
the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  Goveniments, "  with  the  assur- 
ance that  "should  the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative  such  an  envoy  would 
be  immediately  dispatched  to  Mexico."  The  Mexican  minister  on  the 
15th  of  October  gave  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  inquiry,  requesting 
at  the  same  lime  that  oiu"  naval  force  at  Vera  Cruz  might  be  wtthdrawo, 
lest  its  continued  presence  might  assume  the  appearance  of  menace  and 
coercion  pending  the  negotiations.  This  force  was  immediately  with- 
drawn. On  the  loth  of  November.  1845,  Mr.  John  Slidell.  of  Loui^ana, 
was  commissioned  by  me  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plem- 
poteutiary  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  and  was  intrusted  with  full 
powers  to  adjust  both  the  questions  of  the  Texas  boundary  and  of  indem- 
nification to  our  citizens.  The  redress  of  the  wrongs  of  our  citizens 
naturally  and  inseparably  blended  itself  with  the  question  of  boundary. 
The  settlement  of  the  one  question  in  any  correct  \-iew  of  the  subject 
involves  that  of  the  other.  I  could  not  for  a  moment  enlertain  the  id* 
thai  the  claims  of  our  much-injured  and  long-suffering  dtizens,  many  d 
which  had  existed  for  more  than  twenty  years,  should  be  postponed  4] 
5«iaraled  from  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  que:^tion. 
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Mr.  Slidell  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  30th  of  November,  and  was 
courteously  received  by  the  authorities  of  that  city.  But  the  Govern- 
ment of  General  Herrera  was  then  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  revolu- 
tionary party  had  seized  upon  the  Texas  question  to  efifect  or  hasten 
its  overthrow.  Its  determination  to  restore  friendly  relations  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  receive  our  minister  to  negotiate  for  the  settlement 
of  this  question,  was  violently  assailed,  and  was  made  the  great  theme  of 
denunciation  against  it.  The  Government  of  General  Herrera,  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe,  was  sincerely  desirous  to  receive  our  minister ; 
but  it  yielded  to  the  storm  raised  by  its  enemies,  and  on  the  21st  of 
December  refused  to  accredit  Mr.  Slidell  upon  the  most  frivolous  pre- 
texts. These  are  so  fully  and  ably  exposed  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Slidell 
of  the  24th  of  December  last  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, herewith  transmitted,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
further  detail  on  this  portion  of  the  subject. 

Five  days  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Slidell's  note  General  Herrera  yielded 
the  Government  to  General  Paredes  without  a  struggle,  and  on  the  30th  of 
December  resigned  the  Presidency.  This  revolution  was  accomplished 
solely  by  the  army,  the  people  having  taken  little  part  in  the  contest ;  and 
thus  the  supreme  power  in  Mexico  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  military 
leader. 

Determined  to  leave  no  effort  untried  to  effect  an  amicable  adjustment 
with  Mexico,  I  directed  Mr.  Slidell  to  present  his  credentials  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  General  Paredes  and  ask  to  be  ofificially  received  by  him. 
There  would  have  been  less  ground  for  taking  this  step  had  General 
Paredes  come  into  power  by  a  regular  constitutional  succession.  In  that 
event  his  administration  would  have  been  considered  but  a  mere  con- 
stitutional  continuance  of  the  Government  of  General  Herrera,  and  the 
refusal  of  the  latter  to  receive  our  minister  would  have  been  deemed  con- 
clusive unless  an  intimation  had  been  given  by  General  Paredes  of  his 
desire  to  reverse  the  decision  of  his  predecessor.  But  the  Government  of 
General  Paredes  owes  its  existence  to  a  military  revolution,  by  which  the 
subsisting  constitutional  authorities  had  been  subverted.  The  form  of 
government  was  entirely  changed,  as  well  as  all  the  high  functionaries 
by  whom  it  was  administered. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Slidell,  in  obedience  to  my  direction, 
addressed  a  note  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  relations,  under  date 
of  the  I  St  of  March  last,  asking  to  be  received  by  that  Government  in 
the  diplomatic  character  to  which  he  had  been  appointed.  This  minis- 
ter in  his  reply,  under  date  of  the  12th  of  March,  reiterated  the  arguments 
of  his  predecessor,  and  in  terms  that  may  be  considered  as  giving  just 
grounds  of  offense  to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
denied  the  application  of  Mr.  Slidell.  Nothing  therefore  remained  for 
our  envoy  but  to  demand  his  passports  and  return  to  his  own  country. 

Thu3  tb^  Government  of  Mej^ico,  though  solemnly  pledged  by  official 
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acts  in  October  last  to  receive  and  accredit  an  American  envoy,  \HoIated 
their  plighted  faith  and  refused  the  offer  of  a  peaceful  adjustment  of  our 
difficulties.     Not  only  was  the  offer  rejected,  but  the  indignity  of  its 
rejection  was,  enhanced  by  the  manifest  breach  of  faith  in  refusing  toa 
admit  the  envoy  who  came  because  they  had  bound  themselves  to  receivdl 
him.     Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  offer  was  fruitless  from  the  want  <^B 
opportunity  of  discussing  it;  our  envoy  was  present  on  their  own  soil^ 
Nor  can  It  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  sufficient  powers;  our  envoy  had  fulfl 
powers  to  adjust  every  question  of  difference.     Nor  was  there  room  fofl 
complaint  that  our  propositions  for  settlement  were  unreasonable;  pcpfl 
mission  was  not  even  given  our  envoy  to  make  any  proposition  whateverJ 
Nor  can  it  be  objected  that  we,  on  our  part,  would  not  listen  to  aajn 
reasonable  terms  of  their  suggestion;  the  Mexican  Government  refuseJS 
all  negotiation,  and  have  made  no  proposition  of  any  kind.  ■ 

In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  I  informe^B 
you  that  upon  the  earnest  appeal  both  of  the  Congress  and  convention  ofl 
Texas  I  had  ordered  an  efficient  military  force  to  take  a  po.sition  ' '  betweetfl 
the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte."     This  had  become  necessary  to  meetfl 
a  tJireatened  invasion  of  Texas  by  the  Mexican  forces,  for  which  exten- 
sive military'  preparations  had  been  made.     The  invasion  was  threatened 
solely  because  Texas  had  determined,  in  accordance  with  a  solemn  resolu- 
tion of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  annex  herself  to  our  Union, 
and  under  these  circumstances  it  was  plainly  our  duty  to  extend  our 
protection  over  her  citizens  and  soil. 

This  force  was  concentrated  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  remained  there 
until  after  I  had  received  such  information  from  Mexico  as  rendered  it 
probable,  if  not  certain,  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  refuse  to 
receive  our  envoy. 

Meantime  Texas,  by  the  final  action  of  our  Congress,  had  become  an 
integral  part  of  our  Union.    The  Congress  of  Texas,  by  its  act  of  Decem- 
ber ig,  1836.  had  declared  the  Rio  del  Norte  to  be  the  boundary  of  that 
Republic.     Its  jurisdiction  had  been  extended  and  exercised  beyond  the 
Nueces.     The  country  between  that  ri\*er  and  the  Del  Norte  had  been 
represented  in  the  Congress  and  in  the  convention  of  Texas,  bad  thtts 
taken  part  in  the  act  of  annexation  itself,  and  is  now  included  witliin 
one  of  our  Congressional  districts.     Our  o«ti  Congress  had,  moreover, 
with  great  unanimity,  by  the  act  approved  December  31,  1845,  rec 
the  countn.'  beyond  the  Nueces  as  a  part  of  our  territory  by  includi 
it  within  our  own  revenue  system,  and  a  revenue  officer  to  reside  witli 
that  district  has  been  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  c 
the  Senate.     It  became,  therefore,  of  urgent  necessity  to  pronde  (or  ll 
defense  of  that  portion  of  ourcountrj".     Accordingly,  on  the  ijthtif  Jai 
nary  ln.tt  instructions  were  issued  to  the  general  in  command  of  tlid 
troops  to  occupy  the  left  bank  of  the  Del  Norte.     This  river,  whicb  j 
the  suuthwcsteni  bouudar)'  ofthe  State  of  Texas,  is  an  expoeied  fnwU 
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From  this  quarter  invasion  was  threatened;  upon  it  and  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  in  the  judgment  of  high  military  experience,  are  the  proper  sta- 
tions for  the  protecting  forces  of  the  Government.  In  addition  to  this  im- 
portant consideration,  several  others  occurred  to  induce  this  movement. 
Among  these  are  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  ports  at  Bfazos  Santiago 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Del  Norte  for  the  reception  of  suppHes  by  sea,  the 
stronger  and  more  healthful  military  positions,  the  convenience  for  ob- 
taining a  ready  and  a  more  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  water,  fuel, 
and  forage,  and  the  advantages  which  are  afforded  by  the  Del  Norte  in 
forwarding  supplies  to  such  posts  as  may  be  established  in  the  interior 
and  upon  the  Indian  frontier. 

The  movement  of  the  troops  to  the  Del  Norte  was  made  by  the  com- 
manding general  under  positive  instructions  to  abstain  from  all  aggres- 
sive acts  toward  Mexico  or  Mexican  citizens  and  to  regard  the  relations 
between  that  RepubUc  and  the  United  States  as  peaceful  unless  she 
should  declare  war  or  commit  acts  of  hostility  indicative  of  a  state  of 
war.  He  was  specially  directed  to  protect  private  property  and  respect 
personal  rights. 

The  Army  moved  from  Corpus  Christi  on  the  i  ith  of  March,  and  on  the 
28th  of  that  month  arrived  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Del  Norte  opposite 
to  Matamoras,  where  it  encamped  on  a  commanding  position,  which  has 
since  been  strengthened  by  the  erection  of  fieldworks.  A  depot  has  also 
been  established  at  Point  Isabel,  near  the  Brazos  Santiago,  30  miles  in 
rear  of  the  encampment.  The  selection  of  his  position  was  necessarily 
confided  to  the  judgment  of  the  general  in  command. 

The  Mexican  forces  at  Matamoras  assumed  a  belligerent  attitude,  and 
on  the  1 2th  of  April  General  Ampudia,  then  in  command,  notified  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  break  up  his  camp  within  twenty -four  hours  and  to  retire 
beyond  the  Nueces  River,  and  in  the  event  of  his  failure  to  comply  with 
these  demands  announced  that  arms,  and  arms  alone,  must  decide  the 
question.  But  no  open  act  of  hostility  was  committed  until  the  24th  of 
April.  On  that  day  General  Arista,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  Mexican  forces,  communicated  to  General  Taylor  that  **he  con- 
sidered hostilities  commenced  and  should  prosecute  them.*'  A  party  of 
dragoons  of  63  men  and  ofiicers  were  on  the  same  day  dispatched  from 
the  American  camp  up  the  Rio  del  Norte,  on  its  left  bank,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Mexican  troops  had  crossed  or  were  preparing  to  cross  the 
river,  **  became  engaged  with  a  large  body  of  these  troops,  and  after  a 
short  affair,  in  which  some  16  were  killed  and  wounded,  appear  to  have 
been  surrounded  and  compelled  to  surrender. '  * 

The  grievous  wrongs  perpetrated  by  Mexico  upon  our  citizens  through- 
out a  long  period  of  years  remain  unredressed,  and  solemn  treaties  pledg- 
ing her  public  faith  for  this  redress  have  been  disregarded.  A  govern- 
ment either  unable  or  unwilling  to  enforce  the  execution  of  such  treaties 
fails  to  perform  one  of  its  plainest  duties. 
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Our  commerce  with  Mexico  has  been  almost  annihilated.  It  was  for- 
merly highly  beneficial  to  both  nations,  but  our  merchants  ha%-e  been 
deterred  from  prosecuting  it  by  the  sj'stem  of  outrage  and  extortion 
which  the  Mexican  authorities  have  pursued  against  them,  whilst  their 
appeals  through  their  own  Government  for  indemnity  have  been  made  in 
vain.  Our  forbearance  has  gone  to  such  an  extreme  as  to  be  mtstakeo 
in  its  character.  Had  we  acted  with  vigor  in  repelling  the  insults  and 
redressing  the  injuries  inflicted  by  Mexico  at  the  commencement,  we 
should  doubtless  have  escaped  all  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  now. 
involved. 

Instead  of  this,  however,  we  have  been  exerting  oiu'  best  efforts  to 
pitiate  her  good  will.  Upon  the  pretext  that  Texas,  a  nation  as  inde- 
pendent as  herself,  thought  proper  to  unite  its  destinies  with 
she  has  affected  to  believe  that  we  have  severed  her  rightful  territory-, 
and  in  official  proclamations  and  manifestoes  has  repeatedly  threatened 
to  make  war  upon  tis  for  the  purpose  of  reconquering  Texas.  In  the 
meantime  we  have  tried  every  effort  at  reconciliation.  The  cup  of  for- 
bearance liad  been  exhausted  e\'eu  before  the  recent  information  from  the 
frontier  of  the  Del  Norte.  But  now,  after  reiterated  menaces.  Mexico 
has  passed  the  bonndar\-  of  the  United  States,  has  invaded  our  territory 
and  shed  American  blood  upon  the  American  soil.  She  has  proclaimed 
that  hostilities  have  commenced.and  that  the  two  nations  are  now  at  war. 

As  war  exists,  and,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  a\'oid  it,  exists 
by  the  act  of  Mexico  herself,  we  are  called  npon  by  e\-er5-  con^deration 
of  duty  and  patriotism  to  vindicate  with  decision  the  honor,  the  rights, 
and  the  interests  of  our  country. 

Anticipating  the  possibility  of  a  crisis  like  that  which  has  arrived, 
instructions  were  given  in  August  last,  "as  a  precautionary  measure" 
against  invasion  or  threatened  invasion,  authorizing  General  Taylor,  if 
the  emergency  required,  to  accept  volunteers,  not  from  Texas  only, 
but  from  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and 
Kentucky,  and  corresponding  letters  were  addressed  to  the  respective 
governors  of  those  States.  These  instructions  were  repeated,  and  in 
January  last,  soon  after  the  incorporation  of  "Texas  into  our  Union  of 
States,"  General  Taylor  was  further  "authorized  by  the  President  to 
make  a  requisition  upon  the  executive  of  that  Slate  for  sucli  of  its 
militia  force  as  may  be  needed  to  repel  invasion  or  to  secure  the  country 
against  apprehended  invasion."  On  the  2d  day  of  March  he  was  again 
reminded,  "in  the  event  of  the  approach  of  any  considerable  Mexican 
force,  promptly  and  efficiently  to  use  the  authority  with  which  be 
clothed  to  call  to  him  such  ftuxiliar>'  force  as  he  might  need."  Wari 
actually  existing  and  our  territor>-  ha\-iug  been  invaded.  General  Taylor.f 
pursuant  to  authority  vested  in  him  by  my  direction,  has  called  on  the- 
govemor  of  Texas  for  four  regiments  of  State  troops,  two  to  be  mounted 
and  two  to  serve  on  foot,  and  on  the  governor  of  Louisiana  for  four 
f  infaiilry  to  be  sent  to  Uim  as  soon  as  practicable. 


now. 

nde-^^HH 
>wn        " 
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In  further  vindication  of  our  rights  and  defense  of  our  territory,  I 
invoke  the  prompt  action  of  Congress  to  recognize  the  existence  of  the 
war,  and  to  place  at  the  disposition  of  the  Executive  the  means  of  prose- 
cuting the  war  with  vigor,  and  thus  hastening  the  restoration  of  peace. 
To  this  end  I  recommend  that  authority  should  be  given  to  call  into  the 
public  service  a  large  body  of  volunteers  to  serve  for  not  less  than  six  or 
twelve  months  xmless  sooner  discharged.  A  volunteer  force  is  beyond 
question  more  efficient  than  any  other  description  of  citizen  soldiers,  and 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  a  number  far  beyond  that  reqviired  would 
readily  rush  to  the  field  upon  the  call  of  their  coxmtry.  I  further  recom- 
mend that  a  liberal  provision  be  made  for  sustaining  our  entire  military 
force  and  furnishing  it  with  supplies  and  munitions  of  war. 

The  most  energetic  and  prompt  measures  and  the  inmiediate  appear- 
ance in  arms  of  a  large  and  overpowering  force  are  recommended  to 
Congress  as  the  most  certain  and  .efficient  means  of  bringing  the  existing 
collision  with  Mexico  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination. 

In  making  these  recommendations  I  deem  it  proper  to  declare  that  it 
is  my  anxious  desire  not  only  to  terminate  hostilities  speedily,  but  to 
bring  all  matters  in  dispute  between  this  Government  and  Mexico  to  an 
early  and  amicable  adjustment;  and  in  this  view  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
renew  negotiations  whenever  Mexico  shall  be  ready  to  receive  propositions 
or  to  make  propositions  of  her  own. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  our  envoy 
to  Mexico  and  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  so  much  of 
the  correspondence  between  that  envoy  and  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  general  in  command  on  the  Del 
Norte  as  is  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  12, 184.6. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  commtmication*  from  the 
officer  commanding  the  Army  in  Texas,  with  the  papers  which  accom- 
panied it.  They  were  received  by  the  Southern  mail  of  yesterday,  some 
hotu^  after  my  message  of  that  date  had  been  transmitted,  and  are  of 
a  prior  date  to  one  of  the  communications  from  the  same  officer  which 
accompanied  that  message.  j^j^^S  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  /p,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  which  contains 

♦ftelatiny  to  Uie  openttions  of  the  Army  near  BCata^nofms,  'iL^a^n^ 
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the  infonnation  called  for  "willi  respect  to  the  practicability  and  utiUt>'l 
of  a  fort  or  forts  on  Ship  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  with  a  viei 
to  the  protection  of  said  coast."  lAUFS  IT   PflT  K 


Washington,  May  26,  rSf6. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States.- 

A  con\'entiou  was  concluded  at  Lima  on  17th  March,  1841,  betweenl 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Peru,  for  the  adjustment  of  claitn»| 
of  our  citizens  upon  that  Republic.  It  was  stipulated  by  the  seventh* 
article  of  this  convention  that  ' '  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the  contracting'! 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  within  two  years  froini 
its  date,  or  sooner  if  possible,  after  ha\-ing  been  approved  by  the  Presi-  ' 
dent  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  Congress  of  Peru," 

This  convention  was  transmitted  by  the  President  to  tlie  Senate  for 
their  consideration  during  the  extra  session  of  1841,  but  it  did  not  re- 
ceive their  approbation  until  the  5th  January',  1843.  This  delay  ren- 
dered it  impracticable  that  the  convention  should  reach  Lima  before  the 
17th  March,  1843,  the  last  day  when  the  ratifications  could  be  exchanged 
under  the  terms  of  its  seventh  article.  The  Senate  therefore  extended 
the  time  for  this  purpose  until  the  20th  December,  1843. 

In  the  meantime,  previous  to  the  17th  March,  1843,  General  Menendez, 
the  constitutional  President  of  Peru,  had  ratified  the  convention, ^dar- 
ing, however,  iu  the  act  of  ratification  itself  (which  is  without  date), 
that  "the  present  convention  and  ratification  are  to  be  submitted  within 
the  time  stipulated  in  the  seventh  article  for  the  final  approbation  of  the 
National  Congress,"  This  was.  however,  rendered  impossible  from  the 
fact  that  no  Peruvian  Congress  assembled  from  the  date  of  the  conventioa 
until  the  year  1845. 

When  the  convention  arrived  at  Lima  General  Menendez  had  been  de- 
posed by  a  revolution,  and  General  Vivanco  had  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.    On  the  i6th  July,  1843,  the  convention  was  ratifiedjj 
by  him  in  absolute  terms  without  the  reference  to  Congress  wliich  th«^ 
constitution  of  Peru  requires,  because,  as  the  ratification  states,  "UDdef 
existing  circumstances  the  GovermneLt  exercises  the  legislative  powers* 
demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the  State. ' '     The  ratifications  were  accord- 
ingly exchanged  at  Lima  on  the  22d  July,  1843,  and  the  convention  its^ 
was  proclaimed  at  Washington  by  the  President  on  the  21st  day  of  Feb-  . 
mar>',  1844. 

In  the  meantime  General  Vi\'anco  was  deposed,  and  on  the  12th  Octo* 
her,  1843,  the  Government  then  in  existence  published  a  decree  declarin^l 
all  his  administrative  acts  to  be  null  and  void,  and  notwitlistanding  the 
earnest  and  able  remonstrances  of  Mr.  Pickett,  our  charge  d'affaires  at 
Lima,  the  Peruvian  Government  have  still  persisted  iu  declaring  that 
the  ratification  of  the  convention  by  Vivanco  was  invalid. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Peruvian  Congress  in  1845  the  conventioa 
was  submitted  to  that  body,  by  whicli  it  was  approved  ou  the  aiat  of 
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October  last,  "with  the  condition,  however,  that  the  first  installment 
of  $30,000  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  thereby  recognized,  and 
to  which  the  second  article  relates,  should  begin  from  the  ist  day  of 
January',  1846,  and  the  interest  on  this  annual  sum,  according  to  arti- 
cle 3,  should  be  calculated  and  paid  from  the  ist  day  of  January,  1842, 
following  in  all  other  respects  besides  this  modification  the  terms  of  the 
convention.  *  * 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  Peru  contain- 
ing this  provision,  but  the  information  is  commtmicated  through  a  note 
under  date  of  the  15th  of  November,  1845,  from  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  of  Peru  to  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Lima.  A 
copy  of  this  note  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  both 
by  our  charg6  d'affaires  at  Lima  and  by  the  Peruvian  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  is  herewith  transmitted. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  their  considera- 
tion, the  amendment  to  the  convention  thus  proposed  by  the  Congress  of 
Peru,  with  a  view  to  its  ratification.  It  would  have  been  more  satisfac- 
tory to  have  submitted  the  act  itself  of  the  Peruvian  Congress,  but,  on 
account  of  the  great  distance,  if  I  should  wait  until  its  arrival  another 
year  might  be  consumed,  whilst  the  American  claimants  have  already 
been  too  long  delayed  in  receiving  the  money  justly  due  to  them. 
Several  of  the  largest  of  these  claimants  would,  I  am  informed,  be  sat- 
isfied with  the  modification  of  the  convention  adopted  by  the  Peruvian 
Congress. 

A  difiiculty  may  arise  in  regard  to  the  form  of  any  proceeding  which 
the  Senate  might  think  proper  to  adopt,  from  the  fact  that  the  origi- 
nal convention  approved  by  them  was  sent  to  Peru  and  was  exchanged 
for  the  other  original,  ratified  by  General  Vivanco,  which  is  now  in  the 
Department  of  State.  In  order  to  obviate  this  difl&culty  as  far  as  may 
be  in  my  power,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  convention,  under  the  seal  of 
the  United  States,  on  which  the  Senate  might  found  any  action  they 
may  deem  advisable. 

I  would  suggest  that  should  the  Senate  advise  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Peruvian  Congress  the  time  for  exchanging 
the  ratifications  of  the  amended  convention  ought  to  be  extended  for  a 
considerable  period,  so  as  to  provide  against  all  accidents  in  its  transmis- 
sion to  Lima.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  of  RepreseniaHves:  Washington,  May  27.  1846, 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  date,  I  transmit  copies  of  all  the  official  dis- 
patches which  have  been  received  from  General  Taylor,  commanding 
the  army  of  occupation  on  the  Rio  Grande,  relating  to  the  battles*  of 
the  8th  and  9th  instant.  j^j^  ^  ^^^ 

^Pftlo  Alto  tnd  Renct  de  la  Palma, 
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Washington,  May  28, 1846. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note,  tinder  date  the  26th  instant,  from  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  a  dispatch,  under  date  of  the  4th 
instant,  received  by  him  from  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs. 

From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  claims  of  the  two  Governments 
upon  each  other  for  a  return  of  duties  which  had  been  levied  in  violation 
of  the  commercial  convention  of  18 15  have  been  finally  and  satisfactorily 
adjusted.  In  making  this  communication  I  deem  it  proper  to  express 
my  satisfaction  at  the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  British  Government 
has  acceded  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  speedy 
termination  of  this  affair.  j^j^^S  K.  POI,K. 


Washington,  fune  7, 1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  propose,  for  the  reason  stated  in  the  accompanying  communication 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  confirmation  of  Brevet  Second  Lieu- 
tenant L.  B.  Wood  by  the  Senate  on  the  5th  of  February,  as  a  second 
lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  be  canceled;  and  I  nomi- 
nate the  ofiicers  named  in  the  same  communication  for  regular  promotion 
in  the  Army.  j^j^^S  ^  ^^^^ 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  May  75, 1846. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  of  December  last  a  list  of  promotions  and  appointments  of  officers 
of  the  Army  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation,  in  which  list  Brevet  Second 
Lieutenant  L.  B.  Wood,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  was  nominated  to  the  grade  of  sec- 
ond lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  znce  Second  Lieutenant  Deas, 
promoted.  He  was  entitled  to  this  vacancy  by  seniority ^  but  in  a  letter  dated  No- 
vember 30, 1845,  and  received  at  the  Adjutant-Generars  Office  December  30, 1845 
(eighteen  days  after  the  list  referred  to  above  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate),  he  says: 
•'  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  be  permitted  to  decline  promotion  in  any  other  r^ponent, 
and  to  fill  the  first  vacancy  which  may  happen  in  the  Eighth.*'  This  request  was 
acceded  to,  and  accordingly,  on  the  first  subsequent  list  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
dated  January  8, 1846,  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  S.  Hamilton,  of  the  Second 
Infantry  (the  next  below  Lieutenant  Wood),  was  nominated  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
Fifth  Regiment  and  Lieutenant  Wood  to  a  vacancy  which  has  occurred  meanwhile 
(December  31)  in  the  Eighth. 

The  foregoing  circumstances  were  explained  in  a  note  to  the  nomination  list  of 
January  8,  but  it  is  probable  the  explanation  escaped  observation  in  the  Senate,  as  on 
the  5th  of  February  Lieutenant  Wood  was  confirmed  in  the  Fifth  Infantry,  agreeably 
to  the  first  nomination,  while  no  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  on  his  nomina- 
tion or  that  of  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on  the  subsequent  list  of  January  8, 1846. 

As  no  commissions  have  yet  been  issued  to  these  officers,  and  at  Lientenatit  Wood 
has  renewed  his  application  to  be  continued  in  the  Bighth  Infantry,  I  rwpectfully 
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SugS[c^  that  the  Senate  be  requested  to  cancel  their  confirmation,  on  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, of  his  promotion  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry; 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  the  renomination  of  the  lieutenants  whose  names 
are  annexed  for  regular  promotion,  to  wit: 

Fifth  Regiment  of  InfaMry, 

Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  S.  Hamilton,  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Infan« 
try,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  November  17, 1846,  vice  Deas,  promoted. 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 

Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Lafayette  B.  Wood  to  be  second  lieutenant,  December  31, 

1846,  vice  Maclay,  promoted. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  lespect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

Washington,  June  5;  184.6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2  2d  ultimo,  calling 
for  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  treaties  which  were  concluded 
between  the  late  Republic  of  Texas  and  England  and  France,  respec- 
tively, I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  j^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

Washington,  June  6,  184.6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  loth,  i  ith,  and  22d 
of  April  last,  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  accompanied  with  the  correspondence  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  in  the  years  1840,  1841, 
1842,  and  1843  respecting  the  right  or  practice  of  visiting  or  searching 
merchant  vessels  in  time  of  peace,  and  also  the  protest  addressed  by  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  in  the  year  1842  against  the  con- 
currence of  France  in  the  quintuple  treaty,  together  with  all  correspond- 
ence  relating  thereto.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

Washington,  June  6,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion signed  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1846,  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Berlin  with  the  plenipotentiary  of  Hesse-Cassel,  for  the  mutual 
abolition  of  the  droit  d^aubaine  and  duties  on  emigration  between  that 
German  State  and  the  United  States;  and  I  communicate  with  the  con- 
vention an  explanatory  dispatch  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  dated 
on  the  same  day  of  the  present  year  and  numbered  284. 

JAMBS  K.  POLK. 


Mtu^ts  amd  P^ptrj  ^Ae  t 


-    ^ -'#.  JAtf.' 

To  Iht  SemaU  4f  Ote  Vmiiei  Staia.- 

I  cmifniniiBite  faerewilb  a  rcporc  frnm  tfee  SoaeCiy  o€  War.  tioiH^ 
ffltltinfc  the  cnrrespr/adKSiix  caOol  foe  bv  tiK  Rsolntiaa  of  tiie  Senate  of 
the  stfa  (RvUnt  whb  Geoe^  Ednnmd  P.  Conies  and  General  Wtgfidd 
flcntt,  of  ibe  Anny  of  tbe  Cmted  States. 

The  report  ot  the  Secrecar?  of  Var  and  the  aacompBnymg  oamspoad- 
cnce  with  General  Gaines  contain  all  the  infiniuUoa  in  m;  possesion 
in  relaliua  to  calls  for  "TOfBOtexf3ortBificia.inQatbe9erviceof  the  United 
Statoi"  " by  any  oftcer  of  the  Array"  withcot  leg^  "aatbothy  t 
for,"  atid  of  the  "measDns  which  bare  been  adopted*'  "  in  rdatioo  I 
«Kh  officer  or  troops  oo  called  into  servfceL " 

In  addition  to  the  infonnatioa  contained  in  the  rqxirt  of  the  i 
tary  of  War  and  the  accompanying  correspondence  with  ■  *  Major-C 
ItCOIt,  of  Ihe  United  Stales  Army,  npon  the  snbject  of  his  taking  the  o 
il  of  the  army  of  occnpation  on  the  frontier  vt  Texas."  I  state  t 

Wtbe  name  day  on  which  I  approved  and  agned  the  act  of  the  13I 

[ay,  1846,  entitled  "An  art  ptx>x-iding  for  the  proeecntion  of  the  e 

fating  war  between  the  United  .States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico." 
communicated  to  General  Scott,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also 
iu  a  personal  inter\iew  vtith  that  officer,  my  desire  that  he  should  take 
command  of  the  Army  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  of  the  TOlunteer  foi 
wliich  I  informed  him  it  was  my  intention  forthwith  to  call  out  to  n 
to  lliat  frontier  to  be  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  agi  _ 
Mexico.  The  tender  of  the  command  to  General  Scott  was  voluntary  on 
my  part,  and  was  made  without  any  request  or  intimation  on  the  subject 
from  him.  It  wsw  made  in  consideration  of  his  rank  as  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army.  My  communications  with  General  Scott  asstgniiU 
him  the  t-omniand  were  verbal,  first  through  the  Secretarv-  of  War  aiu 
aftcrwordji  in  iwrsou.  No  written  order  was  deemed  to  he  r 
fivnernl  Scolt  niwcnted  to  assume  the  command,  and  on  Ihe  followinj 
day  I  liad  nnothcr  interview  with  him  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  r 
lion  lo  tlie  number  and  apiwrtioninent  among  the  several  States  of  t 
vnhiiitccr  fon-CH  lo  be  called  out  for  immediate  service,  the  forces  which 
were  to  In-  orRanizcd  and  held  in  readiness  subject  to  a  future  call  shotild 
it  licconie  ncccKKury.  and  other  military  preparations  and  movements  to 
Ih-  mnile  with  a  view  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was  dis- 
Hm-lly  "eltli'd.  and  wa*  ivell  understood  by  General  Scott,  that  he  was  to 
MMtniiHlut  the  Army  in  the  war  against  Mexico,  and  so  conttnued  to  be 
selllwl  and  uiidcrstotxl  without  any  other  intention  on  my  pan  until  t 
Sw-trtiiry  lit  War  mibmilled  to  mc  the  letter  of  General  Stt>tt  a 
\v  limi  mnlti  .lite  of  the  Jist  of  May,  1S46,  a  copy  of  which  ts  Ii 
«."  The  character  of  iliat  letter  made  it  proper,  in  n 

]ii  my  determltution  in  regard  to  the  command  of  t 

L'taryuf  Wv,  by  my  direction,  in  Uis  letter  of  t] 


James  K.  Polk  449 

of  May,  1846,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  communicated,  for  the  rea* 
sons  therein  assigned,  informed  General  Scott  that  he  was  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Army  destined  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Mexico, 
and  that  he  would  remain  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  Washington. 
The  command  of  the  Army  on  the  frontier  of  Mexico  has  since  been  as- 
signed to  General  Taylor,  with  his  brevet  rank  of  major-general  recently 
conferred  upon  him.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  June  10,  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  proposal,  in  the  form  of  a  convention,  pre- 
sented to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  6th  instant  by  the  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  Oregon  question,  together  with  a  protocol  of  this  pro- 
ceeding. I  submit  this  proposal  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  and 
request  their  advice  as  to  the  action  which  in  their  judgment  it  may  be 
proper  to  take  in  reference  to  it. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  Government  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the 
Senate  were  often  taken  in  advance  upon  important  questions  of  our  for- 
eign policy.  General  Washington  repeatedly  consulted  the  Senate  and 
asked  their  previous  advice  upon  pending  negotiations  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, and  the  Senate  in  every  instance  responded  to  his  call  by  giving  their 
advice,  to  which  he  always  conformed  his  action.  This  practice,  though 
rarely  resorted  to  in  later  times,  was,  in  my  judgment,  eminently  wise, 
and  may  on  occasions  of  great  importance  be  properly  revived.  The 
Senate  are  a  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power,  and  by  consulting  them 
in  advance  of  his  own  action  upon  important  measures  of  foreign  policy 
which  may  ultimately  come  before  them  for  their  consideration  the  Presi- 
dent secures  harmony  of  action  between  that  body  and  himself.  The 
Senate  are,  moreover,  a  branch  of  the  war-making  power,  and  it  may  be 
eminently  proper  for  the  Executive  to  take  the  opinion  and  advice  of  that 
body  in  advance  upon  any  great  question  which  may  involve  in  its  deci- 
sion the  issue  of  peace  or  war.  On  the  present  occasion  the  magnitude 
of  the  subject  would  induce  me  under  any  circumstances  to  desire  the 
previous  advice  of  the  Senate,  and  that  desire  is  increased  by  the  recent 
debates  and  proceedings  in  Congress,  which  render  it,  in  my  judgment,  not 
only  respectful  to  the  Senate,  but  necessary  and  proper,  if  not  indispensa- 
ble to  insure  harmonious  action  between  that  body  and  the  Executive. 
In  conferring  on  the  Executive  the  authority  to  give  the  notice  for  the 
abrogation  of  the  convention  of  1827  the  Senate  acted  publicly  so  large  a 
part  that  a  decision  on  the  proposal  now  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, without  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  views  of  that  body  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  might  render  the  question  still  more  complicated  and  difficult  of 

adjustment.    For  these  reasons  I  invite  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  to 
M  P— vol,  rv— 29 
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the  proposal  of  the  British  Govenimeiit  for  the  settlement  of  theOregOB 
qtiestion,  and  ask  their  advice  on  the  subject. 

My  opinions  and  my  action  on  the  Oregon  question  were  fully  made 
knowni  to  Congress  in  my  annual  message  of  the  2d  of  December  Is 
and  the  opinions  therein  expressed  remain  unchanged. 

Should  the  Senate,  by  the  constitutional  majority  required  for  therati4 
fication  of  treaties,  advise  the  acceptance  of  this  proposition,  or  advise  tl 
with  such  modifications  as  they  may  upon  full  deliberation  deem  proper] 
I  shall  conform  my  action  to  their  ad\-ice.  Should  the  Senate,  howe\'er,j 
decline  b>'  such  constitutional  majority  to  give  such  advice  or  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  sliall  consider  it  my  duty  to  reject  the  offer. 

I  also  communicate  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London  under 
date  of  the  28th  of  April  last,  directing  hira,  in  accordance  with  the  joint 
resolution  of  Congress  ' '  concerning  the  Oregon  Territory, ' '  to  deliver  the 
notice  to  the  British  Government  for  the  abrogation  of  the  conventicH 
of  the  6th  of  August,  1827,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  notice  transmitted  I 
him  for  that  purpose,  together  with  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  that  mitK 
ister  to  the  Secretary  of  State  bearing  date  on  the  i8th  day  of  May  las 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington. /««(- //.  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
which  is  accompanied  by  documents  relating  to  General  Gaines's  c 
for  volunteers,  received  since  the  answer  was  made  to  the  resolution  q 
the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant  on  that  subject,  and  which  I  deem  it  p 
to  submit  for  the  further  information  of  the  Senate. 

JAMES  K.  POLK.  | 

Washington.  June  12,  /S46, 
To  Ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  Congress,  official  reports 
received  at  the  War  Department  from  the  officer  commanding  the  Army 
on  the  Mexican  frontier,  giving  a  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Army  in  that  quarter,  and  particularly  of  the  recent  engagementsS^ 
between  the  American  and  Mexican  forces. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /wwf  /j.  /^/(i.  J 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  L'nittd  States  ■ 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  a 
oompanied  by  a  report  of  an  exi>edition  led  by  Lieutenant  Abert  0 

•  ralo  Alto  mil  RcMiai  dt  U  PhIbui. 
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Upper  Arkansas  and  through  the  country  of  the  Camanche  Indians  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  1845,  as  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  9th  instant.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

Washington,  June  16,  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  I  communi- 
cate herewith  estimates  prepared  by  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  of 
the  probable  expenses  of  conducting  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  present  and  the  whole  of  the  next  fiscal  year. 
I  communicate  also  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  based  upon 
these  estimates,  containing  recommendations  of  measures  for  raising  the 
additional  means  required.  It  is  probable  that  the  actual  expenses  in- 
curred during  the  period  specified  may  fall  considerably  below  the  esti- 
mates submitted,  which  are  for  a  larger  nimiber  of  troops  than  have  yet 
been  called  to  the  field.  As  a  precautionary  measure,  however,  against 
any  possible  deficiency,  the  estimates  have  been  made  at  the  largest 
amount  which  any  state  of  the  service  may  require. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  additional  amount  required  may  be 
raised  by  a  modification  of  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  the  existing 
tariff  laws.  The  high  duties  at  present  levied  on  many  articles  totally 
exclude  them  from  importation,  whilst  the  quantity  and  amount  of  others 
which  are  imported  are  greatly  diminished.  By  reducing  these  duties  to 
a  revenue  standard,  it  is  not  doubted  that  a  large  amount  of  the  articles 
on  which  they  are  imposed  would  be  imported,  and  a  corresponding 
amount  of  revenue  be  received  at  the  Treasury  from  this  source.  By 
imposing  revenue  duties  on  many  articles  now  permitted  to  be  imported 
free  of  duty,  and  by  regulating  the  rates  within  the  revenue  stSildard 
upon  others,  a  large  additional  revenue  will  be  collected.  Independently 
of  the  high  considerations  which  induced  me  in  my  annual  message  to 
recommend  a  modification  and  reduction  of  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by 
the  act  of  1842  as  being  not  only  proper  in  reference  to  a  state  of  peace, 
but  just  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  the  necessity  of  such 
modification  and  reduction  as  a  war  measure  must  now  be  manifest. 
The  country  requires  additional  revenue  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
It  may  be  obtained  to  a  great  extent  by  reducing  the  prohibitory  and 
highly  protective  duties  imposed  by  the  existing  laws  to  revenue  rates, 
by  imposing  revenue  duties  on  the  free  list,  and  by  modifying  the  rates  of 
duty  on  other  articles. 

The  modifications  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
his  annual  report  in  December  last  were  adapted  to  a  state  of  peace,  and 
the  additional  duties  now  suggested  by  him  are  with  a  view  strictly  to 
raise  revenue  as  a  war  measure.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  these 
duties  may  and  should  be  abolished  and  reduced  to  lower  rates. 
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It  is  not  apprehended  that  the  exisling  war  \rith  Mexico  will  materi- 
ally affect  our  trade  aud  commerce  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  On  the 
contrary,  the  reductions  proposed  would  increase  that  trade  and  aagment 
the  revenue  derived  from  it. 

When  the  country  is  in  a  state  of  war  no  contingency  should  be  per- 
mitted to  occur  in  which  there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  — 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  and  to  guard  against  such  an  e 
it  is  recommended  that  contingent  authority  be  given  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes  or  to  contract  a  loan  for  a  limited  amount,  reimbursable  at  a 
early  day.     Should  no  occasion  arise  to  exercise  the  power,  slill  it  i 
be  important  that  the  authority  should  exist  should  there  l>e  a  r 
for  it. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  resort  to  direct  taxes  or  excbes.  ' 
measures  recommended  being  deemed  preferable  as  a  means  of  incre 
ing  the  revenue.     It  is  hoped  that  the  war  with  Mexico,  if  vigorotislj^ 
prosecuted,  as  is  contemplated,  may  be  of  short  duration.     I  shall  be  atV 
all  times  ready  to  conclude  an  honorable  peace  whenever  the  Mexicanff 
Government  shall  manifest  a  like  disposition.     The  existing  war  hosl 
been  rendered  necessary  by  the  acts  of  Mexico,  and  whenever  that  powa 
shall  be  ready  to  do  us  justice  we  shall  be  prepared  to  sheath  the  sword 
and  lender  to  her  the  olive  branch  of  peace. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  y««(r  i6,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant, 
that  ' '  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  advised  to 
accept  the  proposal  of  the  British  Government  accompanying  his  message 
to  the  Senate  dated  loth  June,  1846,  for  a  convention  to  settle  boundaries, 
etc. ,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  west  of  the  Rocky  or  ^ 
Stony  Mountains,"  a  convention  was  concluded  and  signed  on  the  151! 
instant  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  audi 
the  envoj-  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  " 
Majesty,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

This  convention  I  now  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  conaderation 
with  a  view  to  its  ratification.  lAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /««<■  if,  1846. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
accompanied  with  the  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  t 
House  of  RepieseiiUitives  of  ihe  4lh  of  May  last,  between  Comtmmdt 
G.  J.  Pendergrasl  and  the  Gowmments  on  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  tl 
forngu  nax-al  commanders  and  the  United  States  minister  st  1 
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Ayres  and  the  Navy  Department,  whilst  or  since  said  Pendergrast  was 
in  command  of  the  United  States  ship  Boston  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
touching  said  service.  ^^^^  ^^  p^^K. 


^  Washington, /7/«^  23, 1846, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin  with  the 
Duchy  of  Nassau,  dated  on  the  27th  May,  1846,  for  the  mutual  abolition 
of  the  droit  d'aubaine  and  taxes  on  emigration  between  that  State  of  the 
Germanic  Confederation  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  also  a 
dispatch  from  the  minister  explanatory  of  the  convention. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  Senate:  Washington,  June  24.  1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in 
reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  requiring  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  from  the 
mineral  lands  on  Lake  Superior.  TAMES  K   POLK 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington.  July  2,  1846. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence  in  the  year  1841  between  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  governor  of  New  York  relative  to  the  appear- 
ance of  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  esq.,  district  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  New  York  in  the  courts  of  the  State  of  New 
York  as  counsel  for  Alexander  McLeod,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth  of  April,  L846. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /tt/y  7,  1846, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kingdom 
of  Hanover,  concluded  and  signed  at  Hanover  on  the  loth  ultimo  by  the 
respective  plenipotentiaries. 

And  I  communicate  at  the  same  time  extracts  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
agent  of  the  Unit^  States  explanatory  of  the  treaty. 
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WASHiNGix)N,  July  p,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate 
with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  5th  and  17th 
days  of  June  last  by  T.  P.  Andrews,  Thomas  A.  Harvey,  and  Gideon  C. 
Matlock,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  various 
bands  of  the  Pottawatomies,  Chippewa,  and  Ottawa  Indians,  together  with 
a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AiEairs  and  other  papers  explana- 
tory  of  the  same.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

Washington,  July  p,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2 2d  of  June,  1846,  calling  for  infor- 
mation of  the  **  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  surveys  of  the 
mineral  region  upon  Lake  Superior,  and  within  what  time  such  surveys 
may  probably  be  prepared  for  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  that  country. '  * 
In  answer  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  calls  for  the  'Sdews" 
of  the  Executive  "respecting  the. proper  mode  of  disposing  of  said  lands, 
keeping  in  \dew  the  interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  equitable 
claims  of  individuals  who,  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department, 
have  made  improvements  thereon  or  acquired  rights  of  possession,"  I 
recommend  that  these  lands  be  brought  into  market  and  sold  at  such 
price  and  under  such  regulations  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  and  that 
the  right  of  preemption  be  secured  to  such  persons  as  have,  under  the 
authority  of  the  War  Department,  made  improvements  or  acquired  rights 
of  possession  thereon.  Should  Congress  deem  it  proper  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  these  lands,  it  will  be  necessar>'  to  attach  them  to  suitable  land 
districts,  and  that  they  be  placed  under  the  management  and  control  of 

the  General  Land  Office,  as  other  public  lands. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  July  11,  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  board  of  engineers  heretofore  employed 
in  an  examination  of  the  coast  of  Texas  with  a  \4ew  to  its  defense  and 
improvement,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  29th  June,  1846. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  JtUy  zj,  1846. 
Tb  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty.con- 

eluded  Qtt  the  15th  da>'  k>1  May  last  with  lUc  Comaaclie  aad  other  tribes 
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or  bands  of  Indians  of  Texas  and  the  Southwestern  prairies.  I  also  in- 
close a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  accompanying  docimients,  which 
contain  full  explanations  of  the  considerations  which  led  to  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  treaty  and  the  general  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished 

^^  ^*-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  July  21,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in 
their  resolution  of  the  17th  of  June,  1846,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  together  with  a  copy  of  all '  *  the  dispatches  and  instructions  "  *  *  rel- 
ative to  the  Oregon  treaty  "  **  forwarded  to  our  minister,  Mr.  McLane," 
^*not  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate,'*  including  a  statement  of 
the  propositions  for  the  adjustment  of  the  Oregon  question  previously 
made  and  rejected  by  the  respective  Governments.  This  statement  was 
furnished  to  Mr.  McLane  before  his  departure  from  the  country,  and  is 
dated  on  the  12th  July,  1845,  the  day  on  which  the  note  was  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Pakenham  offering  to  settle  the  contro- 
versy by  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  rejected  by  that 
minister  on  the  29th  July  following. 

The  Senate  will  perceive  that  extracts  from  but  two  of  Mr.  McLane's 
**  dispatches  and  communications  to  this  Government  *'  are  transmitted, 
and  these  only  because  they  were  necessary  to  explain  the  answers  given 
to  them  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

These  dispatches  are  both  numerous  and  voluminous,  and,  from  their 
confidential  character,  their  publication,  it  is  believed,  would  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests. 

Public  considerations  alone  have  induced  me  to  withhold  the  dispatches 
of  Mr.  McLane  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  concur  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  views  presented  in  his  report  herewith  trans- 
mitted, against  the  publication  of  these  dispatches. 

Mr.  McLane  has  performed  his  whole  duty  to  his  country,  and  I  am 
not  only  willing,  but  anxious,  that  every  Senator  who  may  desire  it  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  these  dispatches  at  the  Department  of 
State.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  been  instructed  to  afford  every  facility 
for  this  purpose.  ^^^^  ^  Pq^k. 


Washington,  July  21  y  184.6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i8th  of  June,  1846,  calling  for  cer- 
tain iufonrotipa  io  retetipu  to  th^  Oregon  Territory. 

JAMBS  K.  POI^K.' 
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Washington,  August  4, 1846. 
To  Ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  letter,  under  date  " 
of  the  27tb  ultimo,  from  the  Secretarj-  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  agaiu  proposing 
to  open  negotiations  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  which  shall  adjust 
all  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  Republics.  Considering 
the  relative  power  of  the  two  countries,  the  glorious  events  which  ha\'e 
already  signalized  our  arms,  and  the  distracted  condition  of  Mexico,  I 
did  not  conceive  that  any  point  of  national  honor  could  exist  Which 
ought  to  prevent  me  from  making  this  overture.  Equally  j 
terminate  by  a  peace  honorable  for  both  parties  as  I  was  originally 
to  avoid  the  existing  war,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  again  to  extend 
the  olive  branch  to  Mexico.  Should  the  Government  of  that  Republic 
accept  the  offer  in  the  same  friendly  spirit  by  which  it  was  dictated, 
negotiations  will  speedily  commence  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty. 

The  chief  difEcnlty  to  be  anticipated  in  the  negotiation  is  the  adju- 
ment  of  the  boundary  between  the  parties  by  a  line  which  shall  at  onc4 
be  satisfactory  to  both,  and  such  as  neither  will  hereafter  lie  inclined  to 
disturb.  This  is  the  best  mode  of  securing  perpetual  peace  and  good 
neighborhood  between  the  two  Republics.  Should  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, in  order  to  accomplish  these  objects,  be  wilhng  to  cede  any 
portion  of  their  territory  to  the  United  States,  we  ought  to  pay  them 
a  fair  equivalent — a  just  aud  honorable  peace,  and  not  conquest,  being 
our  purpose  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the  exhausted  and  dis- 
tracted condition  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  it  might  become  necessarj- 
in  order  to  restore  peace  that  I  should  have  it  in  my  power  to  advance 
a  portion  of  the  consideration  money  for  any  cession  of  territory  which 
may  be  made.  The  Mexican  Government  might  not  he  willing  to  wait 
for  the  payment  of  the  whole  until  the  treaty  could  be  ratified  by  the 
Senate  and  an  appropriation  to  carr>'  it  into  effect  be  made  by  Congress, 
and  the  necessity  for  such  a  delay  might  defeat  the  object  altc^ether.  I 
would  therefore  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be  wise  for  Congress  to 
appropriate  a  sum  such  as  they  might  consider  adequate  for  this  purpose, 
to  be  paid,  if  necessary,  immediately  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
by  Mexico.  This  disbursement  would  of  course  be  accounted  for  at  t 
Treasury,  not  as  secret -service  money,  but  like  other  expenditures, 

Two  precedents  for  such  a  proceeding  exist  in  our  past  histor>-.  dni 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  I  would  call  your  att« 
tion.  On  the  26th  February,  1S03,  Congress  passed  an  act  appropriatii 
$2,000,000  "for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extraordinary  expeni 
which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  a 
foreign  nationa,"  "to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  PresideDtj 

Ibt  I'nit^l  Siflits,  ivhD  shal'  c3uk  an  ftcvoum  of  Uiv  gxiKiidUure  t 
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to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be;"  and  on  the  i3tli  Feb- 
ruary, 1806,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  the  same  amount  and  in  the 
same  terms.  The  object  in  the  first  case  was  to  enable  the  President  to 
•  obtain  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  second  that  of  the  Florida. 
In  neither  case  was  the  money  actually  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  I 
should  hope  that  the  result  might  be  similar  in  this  respect  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  though  the  appropriation  is  deemed  expedient  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure. 

I  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  Senate  in  executive  session.  If  they 
should  concur  in  opinion  with  me,  then  I  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
law  appropriating  such  a  sum  as  Congress  may  deem  adequate,  to  be  used 
by  the  Executive,  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  which  I  have  indicated. 

In  the  two  cases  to  which  I  have  referred  the  special  purpose  of  the 
appropriation  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  law,  as  this  might  have 
defeated  the  object;  neither,  for  the  same  reason,  in  my  opinion,  ought 
it  now  to  be  stated. 

I  also  commimicate  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  Commodore  Conner  of  the  29th  ultimo,  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  him  on  the  day  it  bears  date.  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  August  5,  184.6, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  copy  of  a  convention  for  the  settlement  and 
adjustment  of  the  Oregon  question,  which  was  concluded  in  this  city  on 
the  15th  day  of  June  last  between  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic 
Majesty.  This  convention  has  since  been  duly  ratified  by  the  respective 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  were  exchanged  at  London  on  the  17th  day 
of  July,  1846. 

It  now  becomes  important  that  provision  should  be  made  by  law  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period  for  the  organization  of  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Oregon. 

It  is  also  deemed  proper  that  our  laws  regulating  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  be  extended 
to  such  tribes  within  our  territory  as  dwell  beyond  them,  and  that  a 
suitable  number  of  Indian  agents  should  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  these  laws  into  execution. 

It  is  Hkewise  important  that  mail  facilities,  so  indispensable  for  the 
diffusion  of  information  and  for  binding  together  the  different  portions 
of  our  cixtended  Confederacy,  should  be  afforded  to  our  citizens  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

There  is  another  subject  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  special  atten- 
tion. It  is  of  great  importance  to  our  country  generally,  and  especially 
to  our  navigating  and  whaling  interests,  that  the  Pacific  Coast,  and, 

ind^,  tb^  wbol^  Qf  gur  territpry  w^t  of  th^  Rocky  MounUms,  should 
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speedily  be  filled  tip  by  a  hardy  and  patriotic  population. 
to  that  territory  have  many  difficulties  to  encounter  and  privations  tol 
endure  in  their  long  and  perilous  journey,  and  by  the  time  they  reacii^ 
their  place  of  destination  their  pecuniary  means  are  generally  much  - 
reduced,  if  not  altogether  exhausted.     Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
deemed  but  an  act  of  justice  that  these  emigrants,  whilst  most  effectu- 
ally advancing  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  Ciovemment,  should  be 
aided  by  liberal  grants  of  land.     I  would  therefore   recommend  that 
such  grants  be  made  to  actual  settlers  upon  the  terms  and  under  the 
restrictions  and  limitations  which  Congress  may  think  advisable. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  August  j,  i8f6. 
To  Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  : 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Na\-y. 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  August  6,  1846.  calling  for  the  report  of  the  board  of  naval 
officers,  recently  in  session  in  this  city,  including  the  orders  undo'  whidi 
it  was  convened  and  the  evidence  which  may  have  been  laid  before  'A. 

JAMES  K,  POLK. 


Washington,  August?,  184.6. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States  ■ 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  constitutional  action 
of  the  Senate,  articles  of  a  treaty  which  has  been  concluded  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  with  the  diflerent  parties  into 
which  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  has  been  di\ided,  through  their 
delegates  now  in  Washington.  The  same  commissioners  had  previously 
been  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  which  have 
for  years  existed  among  the  Cherokees,  and  which  have  kept  them  in  a 
state  of  constant  excitement  and  almost  entirely  interrupted  all  progress 
on  iheir  part  in  ci\-ilization  and  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  have  led  to  many  unfortunate  acts  of  domestic  strife, 
against  which  the  Government  is  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1835  to  protect 
them.  Their  unfortunate  internal  dissensions  had  attracted  the  notice 
and  excited  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  country,  and  it  became  evident 
that  if  something  was  not  done  to  heal  them  they  would  terminate  in  a 
sanguinarj-  war.  in  which  other  tribes  of  Indians  might  become  invoh'ed 
and  the  lives  andpropertyof  our  on-u  citizens  on  the  frontier  endangered. 
I  recommended  in  my  message  to  Congress  on  the  13th  of  April  last  snch 
measures  as  I  thee  thought  it  expedient  should  be  adopted  to  restore 
peace  and  good  order  among  the  Cherokees,  one  of  which  was  a  divi- 
sion of  the  countr>-  which  they  occupy  and  separation  of  the  tribe.  This 
recomuendation  was  made  uuder  the  belief  ttutt  Uw  difCcrtot  (wtkoH 
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could  not  be  reconciled  and  live  together  in  harmony — a  belief  based  in  a 
great  degree  upon  the  representations  of  the  delegates  of  the  two  divisions 
of  the  tribe.  Since  then,  however,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  change  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of  these  divisions  of  the  tribe,  and  on 
representations  being  made  to  me  that  by  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  hear  and  investigate  the  causes  of  grievance  of  the  parties 
against  each  other  and  to  examine  into  their  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment it  would  probably  be  found  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made 
which  would  once  more  harmonize  the  tribe  and  adjust  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  their  claims  upon  and  relations  with  the  United  States,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  appoint  three  persons  for  the  purpose.  The  commission- 
ers entered  into  an  able  and  laborious  investigation,  and  on  their  mak- 
ing known  to  me  the  probability  of  their  being  able  to  conclude  a  new 
treaty  with  the  delegates  of  all  the  divisions  of  the  tribe,  who  were  fully 
empowered  to  make  any  new  arrangement  which  would  heal  all  dis- 
sensions among  the  Cherokees  and  restore  them  to  their  ancient  condi- 
tion of  peace  and  good  brotherhood,  I  authorized  and  appointed  them 
to  enter  into  negotiations  wnth  these  delegates  for  the  accomplishment 
of  that  object.  The  treaty  now  transmitted  is  the  result  of  their  labors, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and,  if  car- 
ried out  in  good  faith  by  all  parties  to  it,  it  is  believed  it  will  effect  the 
great  and  desirable  ends  had  in  view. 

Accompanying  the  treaty  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  also  a 
communication  to  them  from  John  Ross  and  others,  who  represent  what 
is  termed  the  government  party  of  the  Cherokees,  and  which  is  trans- 
mitted at  their  request  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  8, 1846, 
To  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  provide  for  any  expenditure  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  in 
advance  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all  our  difficulties  with  the  Mexi- 
can Republic.  It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  terminate,  as  it  was  originally 
to- avoid,  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  by  a  peace  just  and  honorable  to 
both  parties.  It  is  probable  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  be  simnounted  in 
accomplishing  this  desirable  object  will  be  the  adjustment  of  a  boundary 
between  the  two  Republics  which  shall  prove  satisfactory  and  convenient 
to  both,  and  such  as  neither  will  hereafter  be  inclined  to  disturb.  In 
the  adjustment  of  this  boundary  we  ought  to  pay  a  fair  equivalent  for 
any  concessions  which  may  be  made  by  Mexico. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the  other  complicated 
questions  to  be  settled  by  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  Republic,  I 

deem  it  imporunt  tbat  a  »um  of  money  should  be  placed  under  tbe 
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control  of  the  Executive  to  be  advanced,  if  need  be,  to  the  Government 
of  that  Republic  immediately  after  their  ratification  of  a  treaty.  It  might 
be  inconvenient  for  the  Mexican  Government  to  wait  for  the  whole  sum 
the  payment  of  which  may  be  stipulated  by  this  treaty  until  it  could  be 
ratified  by  our  Senate  and  an  appropriation  to  carr>'  it  into  effect  made 
by  Congress.  Indeed,  the  necessity  for  this  delay  might  defeat  the 
object  altogether.  The  disbursement  of  this  money  would  of  course  be 
accounted  for,  not  as  secret-ser\nce  money,  but  like  other  expenditures. 

Two  precedents  for  such  a  proceeding  exist  in  our  past  histor>-,  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  I  would  call  j-our  at- 
tention: On  the  26th  February,  1803,  an  act  was  passed  appropriating 
$2, coo, 000  **for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extraordinar>'  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,'*  **to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thereof 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be;  *'  and  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1806,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  the  same  amount  and  in  the 
same  terms.  In  neither  case  was  the  money  actually  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  result  in  this  respect  might  be 
similar  on  the  present  occasion,  although  the  appropriation  may  pro\'e  to 
be  indispensable  in  accomplishing  the  object.  I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  law  appropriating  $2,000,000  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Executive  for  the  purpose  which  I  have  indicated. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  misapprehension,  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that, 
anxious  as  I  am  to  terminate  the  existing  war  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  it  will  continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  \'igor  until  a 
treaty  of  peace  shall  be  signed  by  the  parties  and  ratified  by  the  Mexican 

RepubUc,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

Washingtox,  August  j,  184,6. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  considered  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers ' '  with  the  care  which  its 
importance  demands,  and  now  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objections  to  its  becoming  a 
law.  The  bill  proposes  to  appropriate  $1,378,450  to  be  appUed  to  more 
than  forty  distinct  and  separate  objects  of  improvement.  On  examin- 
ing its  provisions  and  the  variety  of  objects  of  improvement  which  it 
embraces,  many  of  them  of  a  local  character,  it  is  difficult  to  coIlcei^^. 
if  it  shall  be  sanctioued  and  become  a  law,  what  practical  constitutiooid 
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restraint  can  hereafter  be  imposed  upon  the  most  extended  system  of 
internal  improvements  by  the  Federal  Government  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  Constitution  has  not,  in  my  judgment,  conferred  upon  the 
Federal  Government  the  power  to  construct  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment within  the  States,  or  to  appropriate  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
that  purpose.  That  this  bill  assumes  for  the  Federal  Government  the 
right  to  exercise  this  power  can  not,  I  think,  be  doubted.  The  approved 
course  of  the  Government  and  the  deliberately  expressed  judgment  of 
the  people  have  denied  the  existence  of  such  a  power  under  the  Consti- 
tution. Several  of  my  predecessors  have  denied  its  existence  in  the  most 
solemn  fonns. 

The  general  proposition  that  the  Federal  Government  does  not  pos- 
sess this  power  is  so  well  settled  and  has  for  a  considerable  period  been 
so  generally  acquiesced  in  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  reiterate 
the  arguments  by  which  it  is  sustained.  Nor  do  I  deem  it  necessary, 
after  the  full  and  elaborate  discussions  which  have  taken  place  before 
the  country  on  this  subject,  to  do  more  than  to  state  the  general  consid- 
erations which  have  satisfied  me  of  the  unconstitutionality  and  inexpe- 
diency of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of  limited 
powers.  Its  powers  are  such,  and  such  only,  as  are  expressly  granted  in 
the  Constitution  or  are  properly  incident  to  the  expressly  granted  pow- 
ers and  necessary  to  their  execution.  In  determining  whether  a  given 
powef  has  been  granted  a  sound  rule  of  construction  has  been  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Madison.     That  rule  is  that — 

Whenever  a  question  arises  concerning  a  particular  power,  the  first  question  is 
whether  the  power  be  expressed  in  the  Constitution.  If  it  be,  the  question  is  de- 
cided. If  it  be  not  expressed,  the  next  inquiry  must  be  whether  it  is  properly  an 
incident  to  an  expressed  power  and  necessary  to  its  execution.  If  it  be,  it  may  be 
exercised  by  Congress.     If  it  be  not.  Congress  can  not  exercise  it. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  there  is  any  express  grant  in  the  Consti- 
tution conferring  on  Congress  the  power  in  question.  Is  it,  then,  an 
incidental  power  necessary  and  proper  for  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
granted  powers?  All  the  granted  powers,  it  is  confidently  aflfirmed, 
may  be  effectually  executed  without  the  aid  of  such  an  incident.  **A 
power,  to  be  incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which  make  it  a 
principal  or  substantive  power,  independent  of  the  principal  oower  to 
which  it  is  an  incident.**  It  is  not  enough  that  it  may  be  regarded 
by  Congress  as  convenient  or  that  its  exercise  would  advance  the  public 
weal.  It  must  be  necessary  and  proper  to  the  execution  of  the  principal 
expressed  power  to  which  it  is  an  incident,  and  without  which  such 
principal  power  can  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  whole  frame  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  proves  that  the  Government  which  it  creates  was 
intended  to  be  one  of  limited  and  specified  powers.  A  construction  of 
the  Constitution  so  broad  as  that  by  which  the  power  in  question  is 
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control  of  the  Executive  to  be  advanced,  if  need  be.  to  the  Govennnent 
of  that  Republic  immediatelj'  after  their  ratification  of  a  treat)'.  It  might 
l>e  inconvenient  for  the  Mexican  Government  to  wait  for  the  whole  sum 
the  payment  of  which  may  be  stipulated  by  this  treaty  until  it  could  be 
ratified  by  our  Senate  and  an  appropriation  to  carrj-  it  into  effect  made 
by  Congress.  Indeed,  the  necessity  for  this  delay  might  defeat  the 
object  ahogether.  The  disbursement  of  this  money  would  of  course  be 
accounted  for,  not  as  secret -service  money,  bnt  like  other  expenditures. 

Two  precedents  for  such  a  proceeding  exist  in  our  past  histori,-.  dar- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  I  would  call  your  at- 
tention: On  the  26th  Februar>',  1803.  an  act  was  passed  appropriating 
$2,coo,ooo  "for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extraordinary'  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  iu  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations. "  "  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  who  shall  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thereof 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be;"  and  on  the  13th  of  Frf>- 
ruary,  1S06,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  the  same  amount  and  in  the 
same  terms.  In  neither  case  was  the  money  actually  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  result  in  this  respect  might  be 
similar  on  the  present  occasion,  although  tlie  appropriation  may  prm'e  to 
be  indispensable  in  accomplishing  the  object.  I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  law  appropriating  $2,000,000  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Executive  for  the  purpose  which  I  ha\-e  indicated. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  misapprehension,  it  is  ray  duly  to  state  that. 
anxious  as  I  am  lo  terminate  the  existiug  war  with  Ihe  least  possible 
delay,  it  will  continue  to  l>e  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  \-igor  until  a 
treaty  of  peace  shall  be  signed  by  the  parties  and  ratified  by  the  Mexican 
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VETO  MESSAGES. 

W'ashixgtov.  August  J.  t8^6. 
To  the  House  pf  Representatives: 

1  have  considered  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  (or 
the  improveraeut  of  certain  liarbors  and  rivers"  witli  llic  care  which  hs 
importance  demands,  and  now  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objections  to  its  l-ecoraiug  a 
law.  The  bill  propoKs  to  appropriate  $1,378,450  to  be  applied  to  mare 
than  forty  distinct  and  separate  objects  of  impro\'emeuU  On  examin- 
ing its  prox-isions  and  the  variety  of  objects  of  improvement  which  it 
embraces,  many  of  them  of  a  local  character,  it  is  iliRicull  to  conceive. 
U  it  libiiU  be  sauctiuucd  uad  become  a  law,  what  ptaatol  i.vu:>titu 
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restraint  can  hereafter  be  imposed  upon  the  most  extended  system  of 
internal  improvements  by  the  Federal  Government  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  Constitution  has  not,  in  my  judgment,  conferred  upon  the 
Federal  Government  the  power  to  construct  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment wuthin  the  States,  or  to  appropriate  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
that  purpose.  That  this  bill  assumes  for  the  Federal  Government  the 
right  to  exercise  this  power  can  not,  I  think,  be  doubted.  The  approved 
course  of  the  Government  and  the  deliberately  expressed  judgment  of 
the  people  have  denied  the  existence  of  such  a  power  under  the  Consti- 
tution. Several  of  my  predecessors  have  denied  its  existence  in  the  most 
solemn  forms. 

The  general  proposition  that  the  Federal  Government  does  not  pos- 
sess this  power  is  so  well  settled  and  has  for  a  considerable  period  been 
.so  generally  acquiesced  in  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  reiterate 
the  arguments  by  which  it  is  sustained.  Nor  do  I  de^m  it  necessary, 
aft2r  the  full  and  elaborate  discussions  which  have  taken  place  before 
the  country  on  this  subject,  to  do  more  than  to  state  the  general  consid- 
erations which  have  satisfied  me  of  the  unconstitutionality  and  inexpe- 
diency of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of  limited 
powers.  Its  powers  are  such,  and  such  only,  as  are  expressly  granted  in 
the  Constitution  or  are  properly  incident  to  the  expressly  granted  pow- 
ers and  necessary  to  their  execution.  In  determining  whether  a  g^ven 
powef  has  been  granted  a  sound  rule  of  construction  has  been  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Madison.     That  rule  is  that — 

Wlienevcr  a  question  arises  concerning  a  particular  power,  the  first  question  is 
whether  the  power  be  expressed  in  the  Constitution.  If  it  be,  the  question  is  de- 
cided. If  it  be  not  expressed,  the  next  inquiry  must  be  whether  it  is  properly  an 
incident  to  an  expressed  power  and  necessary  to  its  execution.  If  it  be,  it  may  be 
exercised  by  Congress.     If  it  be  not,  Congress  can  not  exercise  it. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  there  is  any  express  grant  in  the  Consti- 
tution conferring  on  Congress  the  power  in  question.  Is  it,  then,  an 
incidental  power  necessary  and  proper  for  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
granted  powers?  All  the  granted  powers,  it  is  confidently  afl&rmed, 
may  be  effectually  executed  without  the  aid  of  such  an  incident.  **A 
power,  to  be  incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which  make  it  a 
principal  or  substantive  power,  independent  of  the  principal  tx)wer  to 
which  it  is  an  incident."  It  is  not  enough  that  it  may  be  regarded 
by  Congress  as  coyivaiient  or  that  its  exercise  would  advance  the  public 
weal.  It  must  be  necessary  and  proper  to  the  execution  of  the  principal 
expressed  power  to  which  it  is  an  incident,  and  without  which  such 
principal  power  can  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  whole  frame  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  proves  that  the  Government  which  it  creates  was 
intended  to  be  one  of  limited  and  specified  powers.  A  construction  of 
the  Constitution  so  broad  as  that  by  which  the  power  in  question  is 
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defended  tends  imperceptibly  to  a  consotidatioa  of  power  in  a  Govern- 
ment intended  by  its  framers  to  be  thus  limited  in  its  authority.  "The 
obvious  tendency  and  iuevitable  result  of  a  consolidation  of  the  States 
into  one  sovereignty  would  be  to  transform  the  repubhcan  sj-stem  of  tlie 
United  States  into  a  monarchy."  To  guard  against  the  assumption  of 
all  powers  which  encroach  upon  the  reser\-ed  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  which  consequently  tend  to  consolidation,  is  the  duty  of  all  the  true 
friends  of  oiu^  political  system.  That  the  power  in  question  is  not  prop- 
erly an  incident  to  any  of  the  granted  powers  I  am  fully  satisfied  1  but  if 
there  were  doubts  on  this  subject,  experience  has  demonstrated  the  «-is- 
dom  of  the  rule  that  all  the  functionaries  of  the  Federal  Government 
should  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  all  questionable  or  doubtful  powers. 
If  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  should  be 
deemed  proper,  it  is  safer  and  wiser  to  appeal  to  the  States  and  the 
people  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  grant  desired 
than  to  assume  its  exercise  without  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
If  Congress  does  not  possess  the  general  power  to  construct  works  of 
internal  improvement  within  the  States,  or  to  appropriate  money  from 
the  Treasury  for  that  purpose,  what  is  there  to  exempt  some,  at  least, 
of  the  objects  of  appropriation  included  in  this  bill  from  the  operation  of 
the  general  rule?  This  bill  assumes  the  existence  of  the  power, 
in  some  of  its  provisions  asserts  the  principle  that  Congress  may  e 
cise  it  as  fully  as  though  the  appropriations  which  it  proposes  w 
apphcable  to  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals.  If  there  be  a  dl! 
tinction  in  principle,  it  is  not  perceived,  and  should  be  clearly  defined. 
Some  of  the  objects  of  appropriation  contained  in  this  bill  are  local  in 
their  character,  and  lie  within  the  limits  of  a  single  State;  and  though 
In  the  language  of  the  bill  they  are  called  harbors,  they  are  not  connected 
with  foreign  commerce,  nor  are  they  places  of  refuge  or  shelter  for  our 
Na\'y  or  commercial  marine  on  the  ocean  or  lake  shores.  To  call  the 
mouth  of  a  creek  or  a  shallow  inlet  on  our  coast  a  harbor  can  not  confer 
the  authority  to  expend  the  public  money  in  its  improvement.  Congress 
have  exercised  the  power  coeval  wHth  the  Constitution  of  establisliii 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  piers  on  our  ocean  and  lake 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  navigation  safe  and  easy  and  of  affoi 
protection  and  shelter  for  our  Na\'y  and  other  shipping.  These 
safeguards  placed  in  existing  channels  of  navigation.  After  the 
acquiescence  of  the  Government  through  all  preceding  Administral 
I  am  not  disposed  to  question  or  disturb  the  authority  to  make  ap] 
tions  for  such  purposes. 

When  we  advance  a  step  be>-ond  this  point,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
tablishment  and  support,  by  appropriations  from  the  Treasury,  of  )j 
hoiuies.  beacons,  buoys,  piers,  and  other  impro\'ements  mthin  the  ba; 
inlets,  and  harbors  on  our  ocean  and  lake  coasts  immediately  connecti 
shh  our  foreign  commerce,  attempt  tu  moke  impTuvements  in  the 
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nor  at  points  unconnected  with  foreign  commerce,  and  where  they  are 
not  needed  for  the  protection  and  security  of  our  Navy  and  commercial 
marine,  the  difficulty  arises  in  drawing  a  line  beyond  which  appropriations 
may  not  be  made  by  the  Federal  Government. 

One  of  my  predecessors,  who  saw  the  evil  consequences  of  the  sys- 
tem proposed  to  be  revived  by  this  bill,  attempted  to  define  this  line 
by  declaring  that  **  expenditures  of  this  character ' '  should  be  *  *  confined 
below  the  ports  of  entry  or  delivery  established  by  law.  * '  Acting  on  this 
restriction,  he  withheld  his  sanction  from  a  bill  which  had  passed  Con- 
gress **  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  River.* '  He  was  at  the 
same  time  **  sensible  that  this  restriction  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  could 
be  desired,  and  that  much  embarrassment  may  be  caused  to  the  executive 
department  in  its  execution,  by  appropriations  for  remote  and  not  well- 
understood  objects.**  This  restriction,  it  was  soon  found,  was  subject  to 
be  evaded  and  rendered  comparatively  useless  in  checking  the  system  of 
improvements  which  it  was  designed  to  arrest,  in  consequence  of  the 
facility  with  which  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  may  be  established  by 
law  upon  the  upper  waters,  and  in  some  instances  almost  at  the  head 
springs  of  some  of-the  most  unimportant  of  our  rivers,  and  at  points  on 
our  coast  possessing  no  commercial  importance  and  not  used  as  places  of 
refuge  and  safety  by  oUr  Navy  and  other  shipping.  Many  of  the  ports 
of  entry  and  delivery  now  authorized  by  law,  so  far  as  foreign  commerce 
is  concerned,  exist  only  in  the  statute  books.  No  entry  of  foreign  goods 
is  ever  made  and  no  duties  are  ever  collected  at  them.  No  exports  of 
American  products  bound  for  foreign  countries  ever  clear  from  them. 
To  assume  that  their  existence  in  the  statute  book  as  ports  of  entry  or 
delivery  warrants  expenditures  on  the  waters  leading  to  them,  which 
would  be  otherwise  unauthorized,  would  be  to  assert  the  proposition  that 
the  lawmaking  power  may  ingraft  new  provisions  on  the  Constitution. 
If  the  restriction  is  a  sound  one,  it  can  only  apply  to  the  bays,  inlets, 
and  rivers  connected  with  or  leading  to  such  ports  as  actually  have  for- 
eign commerce — sports  at  which  foreign  importations  arrive  in  bulk, 
pa3dng  the  duties  charged  by  law,  and  from  which  exports  are  made 
to  foreign  countries.  It  will  be  found  by  applying  the  restriction  thus 
understood  to  the  bill  under  consideration  that  it  contains  appropriations 
for  more  than  twenty  objects  of  internal  improvement,  called  in  the  bill 
harbors,  at  places  which  have  never  been  declared  by  law  either  ports 
of  entry  or  delivery,  and  at  which,  as  appears  from  the  records  of  the 
Treasury,  there  has  never  been  an  arrival  of  foreign  merchandise,  and 
from  which  there  has  never  been  a  vessel  cleared  for  a  foreign  country. 
It  will  be  found  that  many  of  these  works  are  new,  and  at  places  for 
the  improvement  of  which  appropriations  are  now  for  the  first  time 
proposed.  It  will  be  found  also  that  the  bill  contains  appropriations 
for  rivers  upon  which  there  not  only  exists  no  foreign  commerce,  but 
upon  which  there  has  not  been  established  even  a  paper  port  of  entry, 
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atui  for  tbc  mouths  of  creeks,  deoominated  barbors,  whicb  if  improved 
can  benefit  only  the  particular  neighlMrbood  in  which  tbey  are  situated. 
It  will  be  found,  too,  to  contain  appropriations  the  expenditure  of  tvhicb 
will  only  have  the  effect  of  impro^Hng  one  place  at  the  expense  of  the  local 
natural  advantages  of  another  in  its  vicinit)'.  Should  this  bill  become 
a  law,  the  name  principle  which  authorizes  the  appropriations  which  it 
propones  to  make  would  also  authorize  similar  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  all  the  other  bays,  inlets,  and  creeks,  which  may  with  equal 
propriety  be  called  harbors,  and  ai  all  the  rivers,  important  or  unimpi 
tant,  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  To  sanction  the  bill  with  such  ] 
vinous  would  be  to  concede  the  prineipU  that  the  Federal  Govemm 
poxKases  the  power  to  expend  the  public  money  in  a  general  system  fl 
internal  improvements,  limited  iti  its  extent  only  by  the  ever-varying  d 
cretion  of  successive  Congresses  and  succesdve  Executives.  It  wot 
be  to  efface  and  remove  the  limitations  and  restrictions  of  power  whidl  I 
tlie  Constitution  has  wisely  prm-ided  to  limit  the  authority  and  action 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  a  few  well-defined  and  specified  objects. 
Resides  these  objections,  the  practical  ei-ils  which  must  flow  from  tlie  e 
crcise  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Go\'ernment  of  the  powers  asserted  l| 
this  hill  impress  my  mind  with  a  grave  sense  of  my  duty  to  avert  thi 
from  the  country  as  far  as  my  constitutional  action  may  enable  me  to  dost 

It  not  only  leads  to  a  consolidation  of  power  in  the  Federal  Government 
at  the  expense  of  the  rightful  authority  of  the  Slates,  but  its  inevitable 
tendency  is  to  embrace  objects  for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
which  arc  local  in  their  character,  benefiting  but  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  common  Treasury  of  the  whole.  It  nill  engender  sectional  feelings 
and  prejudices  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  Union.  It  will 
destroy  the  harmony  which  should  prevail  in  our  legislative  councils. 

It  will  produce  combinations  of  local  and  sectional  interests,  strong 
enoUKli  when  united  to  carry  propositions  for  appropriations  of  publ^ 
money  which  could  not  of  themselves,  and  standing  alone,  succeed,  & 
can  not  fail  to  lead  to  wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditures. 

It  inUHt  ]>ro(iuce  a  disreputable  scramble  for  the  public  money,  by  t 
conflict  which  is  inseparable  from  such  a  system  between  local  and  indi- 
vidual interests  and  llie  general  interest  of  the  whole.  It  is  unjust  to 
those  States  which  have  with  their  own  means  constructed  their  own._ 
internal  improvements  to  make  from  the  common  Treasury  apj 
tion»  for  similar  improvements  in  other  States. 

In  it*  operation  it  will  be  oppressive  and  unjust  toward  those  Sta 
whose  representatives  and  people  either  deny  or  doubt  the  cxistencei^ 
the  power  or  think  its  exercise  inexpedient,  and  who,  while  theycqm 
contribute  to  the  'IVcasurj-,  can  not  consistently  with  their  ( 
cnga>;e  in  a  Rcncral  competition  for  a  sliare  of  tlie  public  money. 
A  large  jwrlioii  of  the  Union,  in  numbers  and  in  geograptiicat  extent,  < 
tributiug  its  equal  prupurtiou  of  laxa>  to  the  sup[x>rt  of  the  Gov* 
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would  under  the  operation  of  such  a  system  be  compelled  to  see  the 
national  treasure — the  common  stock  of  all — unequally  disbursed,  and 
often  improvidently  wasted  for  the  advantage  of  small  sections,  instead  of 
being  applied  to  the  great  national  purposes  in  which  all  have  a  common 
interest,  and  for  which  alone  the  power  to  collect  the  revenue  was  given. 
Should  the  system:  of  internal  improvements  proposed  prevail,  all  these 
evils  will  multiply  and  increase  with  the  increase  of  the  number  of  the 
States  and  the  extension  of  the  geographical  limits  of  the  settled  portions 
of  our  country.  With  the  increase  of  our  numbers  and  the  extension  of 
our  settlements  the  local  objects  demanding  appropriations  of  the  public 
money  for  their  improvement  will  be  proportionately  increased.  In  each 
case  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  would  confer  benefits,  direct 
or  indirect,  only  on  a  section,  while  these  sections  would  become  daily 
less  in  comparison  with  the  whole. 

The  wisdom  of  the  f ramers  of  the  Constitution  in  withholding  power 
over  such  objects  from  the  Federal  Government  and  leaving  them  to  the 
local  governments  of  the  States  becomes  more  and  more  manifest  with 
every  year's  experience  of  the  operations  of  our  system. 

In  a  country  of  Hmited  extent,  with  but  few  such  objects  of  expendi- 
ture (if  the  form  of  government  permitted  it),  a  common  treasury  might 
be  used  for  their  improvement  with  much  less  inequality  and  injustice 
than  in  one  of  the  vast  extent  which  ours  now  presents  in  population 
and  territory.  The  treasure  of  the  world  would  hardly  be  equal  to  the 
improvement  of  every  bay,  inlet,  creek,  and  river  in  our  country  which 
might  be  supposed  to  promote  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  or  com- 
mercial interests  of  a  neighborhood. 

The  Federal  Constitution  was  wisely  adapted  in  its  provisions  to  any 
expansion  of  our  limits  and  population,  and  with  the  advance  of  the 
confederacy  of  the  States  in  the  career  of  national  greatness  it  becomes 
the  more  apparent  that  the  harmony  of  the  Union  and  the  equal  justice 
to  which  all  its  parts  are  entitled  require  that  the  Federal  Government 
should  confine  its  action  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  its  power  and  authority.  Some  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
not  subject  to  the  objections  stated,  and  did  they  stand  alone  I  should  not 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  withhold  my  approval. 

If  no  constitutional  objections  existed  to  the  bill,  there  are  others 
of  a  serious  nature  which  deserve  some  consideration.  It  appropriates 
between  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000  for  objects  which  are  of  no  pressing 
necessity,  and  this  is  proposed  at  a  time  when  the  country  is  engaged  in 
a  foreign  war,  and  when  Congress  at  its  present  session  has  authorized  a 
loan  or  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
to  be  resorted  to  if  the  ** exigencies  of  the  Government  shall  require  it." 
It  would  seem  to  be  the  dictate  of  wisdom  under  such  circumstances 
to  husband  our  means,  and  not  to  waste  them  on  comparatively  unim« 
portant  objects,  so  that  we  may  reduce  the  loan  or  issue  of  Treasury 
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notes  wliicli  may  become  necessary  to  the  smallest  practicable  sum.     Ill 
would  seem  to  be  wise,  too,  to  abstain  from  such  expenditures  with  I 
view  to  avoid  the  accumulation  of  a  large  public  debt,  the  existence  o 
which  would  be  opposed  to  the  interests  of  our  people  as  well  as  to  tlie 
genius  of  our  free  institutions. 

Should  tliis  bill  become  a  law,  the  principle  which  it  establishes  will 
inevitably  lead  to  large  and  annually  increasing  appropriations  and 
drains  upon  the  Treasury,  for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  numerous  other 
localities  not  embraced  in  its  proviaons,  but  quite  as  much  entitled  to 
the  favor  of  the  Government  as  those  which  are  embraced,  will  demand, 
through  their  representatives  in  Congress,  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  them.  With  such  an  increase  of  expenditure  must  necessarily 
follow  either  an  increased  public  debt  or  increased  burdens  upon  tin 
people  by  taxation  to  supply  the  Treasury  mth  the  means  of  meetin] 
the  accumulated  demauds  upon  it. 

With  profound  respect  for  the  .opinions  of  Congress,  and  ever  anx-"* 
ions,  as  far  as  I  can  consistently  with  my  responsibihty  to  our  common 
constituents,  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the  discharge  of  our  respective 
duties,  it  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  find  myself  constrained,  for  the^ 
reasons  which  I  have  assigned,  to  withhold  my  approval  from  this  tnlt 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  August  8.  1S46. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the  31st  day 
of  July,  1 801,"  which  was  presented  to  me  on  the  6th  instant,  with  n  ~ 
objections  to  its  becomijig  a  law. 

In  attempting  to  give  to  the  bill  the  careful  examination  it  require 
difiiculties  presented  themselves  in  the  outset  from  the  remoteness  t 
the  period  to  which  the  claims  belong,  the  comphcated  nature  of  the 
transactions  in  which  they  originated,  and  the  protracted  negotiations 
to  which  they  led  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

The  short  time  inter\-ening  between  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  Con- 
gress and  the  approaching  close  of  their  session,  as  well  as  the  pressure 
of  other  official  duties,  liave  not  permitted  me  to  extend  ray  examina- 
tion of  the  subject  into  its  minute  details;  but  in  the  consideration  which 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  it  I  find  objections  of  a  grave  character  to  its 
pro^asions. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  pro\ided  for  by  the  bill  it  is  p 
to  appropriate  $5,000,000.  I  can  perceive  no  legal  or  equitable  g 
upon  whidi  this  large  appropriation  can  rest.  A  portion  of  the  ctaiid 
have  been  more  than  half  a  centiir>'  before  the  Government  in  its  execu- 
tive or  legislative  departments,  and  all  of  them  had  their  origin  io  events 
i  prior  to  the  year  1800.    Since  1 80a  they  have  h 
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time  to  time  before  Congress.  No  greater  necessity  or  propriety  exists 
for  providing  for  these  claims  at  this  time  than  has  existed  for  near 
half  a  century,  during  all  which  period  this  questionable  measure  has 
never  until  now  received  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  It  is 
scarcely  probable,  if  the  claim  had  been  regarded  as  obligatory  upon  the 
Government  or  constituting  an  equitable  demand  upon  the  Treasury, 
that  those  who  were  contemporaneous  with  the  events  which  gave  rise 
to  it  should  not  long  since  have  done  justice  to  the  claimants.  The 
Treasury  has  often  been  in  a  condition  to  enable  the  Government  to  do 
so  without  inconvenience  if  these  claims  had  been  considered  just.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  was  fully  cognizant  of  the  early  dissensions  between  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  France,  out  of  which  the  claims 
arose,  in  his  annual  message  in  1808  adverted  to  the  large  surplus  then 
in  the  Treasury  and  its  ** probable  accumulation,'*  and  inquired  whether 
it  should  **lie  unproductive  in  the  public  vaults;  '*  and  yet  these  claims, 
though  then  before  Congress,  were  not  recognized  or  paid.  Since  that 
time  the  public  debt  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the  War  of  18 12  has  been 
extinguished,  and  at  several  periods  since  the  Treasury  has  been  in 
possession  of  large  surpluses  over  the  demands  upon  it.  In  1836  the 
surplus  amounted  to  many  millions  of  dollars,  and,  for  want  of  proper 
objects  to  which  to  apply  it,  it  was  directed  by  Congress  to  be  deposited 
with  the  States. 

During  this  extended  course  of  time,  embracing  periods  eminently 
favorable  for  satisfying  all  just  demands  upon  the  Government,  the 
claims  embraced  in  this  bill  met  with  no  favor  in  Congress  beyond 
reports  of  committees  in  one  or  the  other  branch.  These  circumstances 
alone  are  calculated  to  raise  strong  doubts  in  respect  to  these  claims, 
more  especially  as  all  the  information  necessary  to  a  correct  judgment 
concerning  them  has  been  long  before  the  public.  These  doubts  are 
strengthened  in  my  mind  by  the  examination  I  have  been  enabled  to 
give  to  the  transactions  in  which  they  originated. 

The  bill  assumes  that  the  United  States  have  become  liable  in  these 
ancient  transactions  to  make  reparation  to  the  claimants  for  injuries 
committed  by  France.  Nothing  was^obtained  for  the  claimants  by  nego- 
tiation; and  the  bill  assumes  that  the  Government  has  become  respon- 
sible to  them  for  the  aggressions  of  France.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
satisfy  myself  of  the  correctness  of  this  assumption,  or  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  become  in  any  way  responsible  for  these  claims.  The  limited 
time  allotted  me  before  your  adjoiumment  precludes  the  possibility  of 
reiterating  the  facts  and  arguments  by  which  in  preceding  Congresses 
these  claims  have  been  successfully  resisted. 

The  present  is  a  period  peculiarly  unfavorable  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  of  so  large  an  amount  and,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  of  so  doubt- 
ful a  character.  There  is  no  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  A  public  debt  of 
Several  millions  of  dollars  has  been  created  within  the  last  few  years. 
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Speedily  be  filled  up  by  a  hardy  and  patriotic  population.  Kmigrants 
to  tbal  territory  have  niauy  difficulties  to  encounter  and  privations  to 
endure  in  their  long  and  perilous  journey,  and  by  the  time  they  reach 
their  place  of  destination  their  pecuniary  means  are  generally  muc^fl 
reduced,  if  not  altogether  exhausted,  Under  these  circumstances  it  i 
deemed  but  an  act  of  justice  that  these  emigrants,  whilst  most  effecto-^ 
ally  advancing  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  Government,  should  be 
aided  bj-  liberal  grants  of  land.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
such  grants  be  made  to  actual  settlers  upon  the  terms  and  under  the 
restrictions  and  limitations  which  Congress  may  thtnk  advisable.  ~ 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington.  August  7,  1346. 

To  the  Senate  of  Ike  United  Stales  .- 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\-y,' 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  August  6,  1846,  calling  for  the  report  of  the  board  of  uaval 
officers,  recently  in  session  in  this  city,  including  the  orders  under  which.™ 
it  was  convened  and  the  evidence  which  may  ha\'e  been  laid  before  it. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  August  y,  iS^ 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States  ; 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  constitutional  actiom 
of  the  Senate,  articles  of  a  treaty  which  has  been  concluded  by  thflS 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  with  the  different  parties  intol 
which  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  has  been  divided,  through  their 
delegates  now  in  Washington.     The  same  commissioners  had  previously 
been  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  which  have 
for  years  existed  among  the  Cherokees,  and  which  have  kept  them  in  a 
state  of  constant  excitement  and  almost  entirely  interrupted  all  progress 
on  their  part  in  civilization  and  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  have  led  to  many  unfortunate  acts  of  domestic  strife, 
against  which  the  Government  is  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1835  to  protect 
them.     Their  unfortunate  internal  dissensions  had  attracted  the  notice 
and  excited  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  country,  and  it  became  evident 
that  if  something  was  not  done  to  heal  them  they  would  terminate  in  a 
sanguinary  war,  in  which  other  tribes  of  Indians  might  become  involved 
and  the  lives  and  property  ofourown  citizens  on  the  frontier  endangered  J~ 
I  recommended  in  my  message  to  Congress  on  the  1 3th  of  April  last  sud 
measures  as  I  then  thought  it  expedient  should  be  adopted  to  restoi 
peace  and  good  order  among  the  Cherokees,  one  of  which  was  a  Aiv^ 
sion  of  the  country  which  they  occupyand  separation  of  the  tribe. 
recotnraendatioii  ■was  made  uud«r  the  belief  tbul  tha  different  fnctioi 
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could  not  be  reconciled  and  live  together  in  harmony — a  behef  based  in  a 
great  degree  upon  the  representations  of  the  delegates  of  the  two  divisions 
of  the  tribe.  Since  then,  however,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  change  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of  these  divisions  of  the  tribe,  and  on 
representations  being  made  to  me  that  by  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  hear  and  investigate  the  causes  of  grievance  of  the  parties 
against  each  other  and  to  examine  into  their  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment it  would  probably  be  found  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made 
which  would  once  more  harmonize  the  tribe  and  adjust  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  their  claims  upon  and  relations  with  the  United  States,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  appoint  three  persons  for  the  purpose.  The  commission- 
ers entered  into  an  able  and  laborious  investigation,  and  on  their  mak- 
ing known  to  me  the  probability  of  their  being  able  to  conclude  a  new 
treaty  with  the  delegates  of  all  the  divisions  of  the  tribe,  who  were  fully 
empowered  to  make  any  new  arrangement  which  would  heal  all  dis- 
sensions among  the  Cherokees  and  restore  them  to  their  ancient  condi- 
tion of  peace  and  good  brotherhood,  I  authorized  and  appointed  them 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  these  delegates  for  the  accomplishment 
of  that  object.  The  treaty  now  transmitted  is  the  result  of  their  labors, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and,  if  car- 
ried out  in  good  faith  by  all  parties  to  it,  it  is  believed  it  will  effect  the 
great  and  desirable  ends  had  in  view. 

Accompanying  the  treaty  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  also  a 
communication  to  them  from  John  Ross  and  others,  who  represent  what 
is  termed  the  government  party  of  the  Cherokees,  and  which  is  trans- 
mitted at  their  request  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  «?,  184.6, 
To  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  provide  for  any  expenditure  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  in 
advance  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all  our  diflBculties  with  the  Mexi- 
can Republic.  It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  terminate,  as  it  was  originally 
to- avoid,  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  by  a  peace  just  and  honorable  to 
both  parties.  It  is  probable  that  the  chief  obstacle  tp  be  sinmounted  in 
accomplishing  this  desirable  object  will  be  the  adjustment  of  a  boundary 
between  the  two  Republics  which  shall  prove  satisfactory  and  convenient 
to  both,  and  such  as  neither  will  hereafter  be  inclined  to  disturb.  In 
the  adjustment  of  this  boundary  we  ought  to  pay  a  fair  equivalent  for 
any  concessions  which  may  be  made  by  Mexico. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the  other  complicated 
questions  to  be  settled  by  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  Republic,  I 

de«»  it  important  tbat  a  »um  of  money  should  be  placed  under  tbe 
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control  of  the  Executive  to  be  advanced,  if  need  be,  to  the  Governmei 
of  that  Republic  immediately  after  their  ratification  of  a  treaty.    It  mig] 
be  inconvenient  for  the  Mexican  Go\erument  to  wait  for  the  whole  sui 
the  payment  of  which  may  be  stipulated  by  this  treaty  until  it  could  be 
ratified  by  our  Senate  and  an  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect  made 
by  Congress,     Indeed,  the  necessity  for  this  delay  might  defeat  the 
object  altogether.     The  disbursement  of  this  money  would  of  c 
accounted  for.  not  as  secret- service  money,  but  like  other  expendittu 

Two  precedents  for  such  a  proceeding  exist  in  our  past  liistory.  dui 
iiig  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  I  would  call  yo 
tention:  On  the  26th  February,  1803,  an  act  was  passed  appropriatin 
Js.coo.ooo  "for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extraordinary  ex] 
which  may  be  iucurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  a 
foreign  nations,"   "to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  a 
the  United  Stales,  who  shall  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thei 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be; "  and  on  the  13th  of  FeJ 
ruary,  1806,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  the  same  amount  and  in  t 
same  terms.     In  neither  case  was  the  money  actually  drawn  from  I 
Treasury,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  result  in  this  respect  might  be 
similar  on  the  present  occasion,  although  the  appropriation  may  pro\-e  to 
be  indispensable  in  accomplishing  the  object.     I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend the  pa.ssage  of  a  law  appropriating  $2,000,000  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Executive  for  the  purpose  which  I  have  indicated. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  misapprehension,  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that, 
anxious  as  I  am  to  terminate  the  existing  war  with  the  least  jwssible 
delay,  it  will  continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  \\vfix  until  a 
treaty  of  peace  shall  be  signed  by  the  parties  and  ratified  by  the  Mexican 

^^P"^"*=-  JAMES  K,  POLK.    ~ 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

W.\SHiNGTON,  Anguit  J.  1S46.  I 

To  the  ffoHie  of  Represfnlaiives: 

I  have  considered  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  fi 
the  impro\'emenl  of  certain  harbors  and  ri\-ers ' '  with  the  care  which  i 
importance  demands,  and  now  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Rcpi 
sentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objections  to  its  liecom 
law.     The  bill  proposes  to  appropriate  $1,378,450  to  be  applied  to  n 
than  forty  distinct  and  separate  objects  of  improvement.     On  < 
ing  its  pro\'i.sions  and  the  variety  of  objects  of  imprc«tment  whkhl 
embraces,  many  of  them  of  a  local  character,  it  is  difficult  to  c 

n^^^  be  sauclioiied  aud  become  a  law,  wUat  praaical  t 
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restraint  can  hereafter  be  imposed  upon  the  most  extended  system  of 
internal  improvements  by  the  Federal  Government  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  Constitution  has  not,  in  my  judgment,  conferred  upon  the 
Federal  Government  the  power  to  construct  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment within  the  States,  or  to  appropriate  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
that  purpose.  That  this  bill  assumes  for  the  Federal  Government  the 
right  to  exercise  this  power  can  not,  I  think,  be  doubted.  The  approved 
course  of  the  Government  and  the  deliberately  expressed  judgment  of 
the  people  have  denied  the  existence  of  such  a  power  under  the  Consti- 
tution. Several  of  my  predecessors  have  denied  its  existence  in  the  most 
solemn  forms. 

The  general  proposition  that  the  Federal  Government  does  not  pos- 
sess this  power  is  so  well  settled  and  has  for  a  considerable  period  been 
so  generally  acquiesced  in  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  reiterate 
the  arguments  by  which  it  is  sustained.  Nor  do  I  deem  it  necessary, 
aft^r  the  full  and  elaborate  discussions  which  have  taken  place  before 
the  country  on  this  subject,  to  do  more  than  to  state  the  general  consid- 
erations which  have  satisfied  me  of  the  unconstitutionality  and  inexpe- 
diency of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of  limited 
powers.  Its  powers  are  such,  and  such  only,  as  are  expressly  granted  in 
the  Constitution  or  are  properly  incident  to  the  expressly  granted  pow- 
ers and  necessary  to  their  execution.  In  determining  whether  a  g^ven 
powef  has  been  granted  a  sound  rule  of  construction  has  been  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Madison.     That  rule  is  that — 

Whenever  a  question  arises  concerning  a  particular  power,  the  first  question  is 
whether  the  power  be  expressed  in  the  Constitution.  If  it  be,  the  question  is  de- 
cided. If  it  be  not  expressed,  the  next  inquiry  must  be  whether  it  is  properly  an 
incident  to  an  expressed  power  and  necessary  to  its  execution.  If  it  be,  it  may  be 
exercised  by  Congress.     If  it  be  not,  Congress  can  not  exercise  it. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  there  is  any  express  grant  in  the  Consti- 
tution conferring  on  Congress  the  power  in  question.  Is  it,  then,  an 
incidental  power  necessary  and  proper  for  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
granted  powers?  All  the  granted  powers,  it  is  confidently  afl&rmed, 
may  be  effectually  executed  without  the  aid  of  such  an  incident.  **A 
power,  to  be  incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which  make  it  a 
principal  or  substantive  power,  independent  of  the  principal  tx)wer  to 
which  it  is  an  incident."  It  is  not  enough  that  it  may  be  regarded 
by  Congress  as  converiient  or  that  its  exercise  would  advance  the  public 
weal.  It  must  be  necessary  and  proper  to  the  execution  of  the  principal 
expressed  power  to  which  it  is  an  incident,  and  without  which  such 
principal  power  can  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  whole  frame  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  proves  that  the  Government  which  it  creates  was 
intended  to  be  one  of  limited  and  specified  powers.  A  construction  of 
the  Constitution  so  broad  as  that  by  which  the  power  in  question  is 
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reward,  while  education,  science,  and  the  arts  are  rapidly  enlarging  tlie? 
nteaus  of  social  happiness.     The  progress  of  our  counlrj'  in  her  careerfl 
of  greatness,  not  only  in  the  vast  extension  of  our  territorial  limits  and  | 
the  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  but  in  resources  and  wealth  and  in 
the  happy  condition  of  our  people,  is  without  an  example  in  the  history 
of  nations. 

As  the  wisdom,  strength,  and  beneficence  of  our  free  institutions  are 
unfolded,  every  day  adds  fresh  motives  to  contentment  and  fresh  incen- 
tives to  patriotism. 

Our  devout  and  sincere  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  gmcioui 
Giver  of  All  Good  for  the  numberless  blessings  which  our  beloved  couu-J 
try  enjoys. 

It  is  a  source  of  higli  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  relations  of  the* 
United  States  with  all  other  nations,  with  a  single  exception,  are  c 
the  most  amicable  character.     Sincerely  attached  to  the  policy  of  peace! 
early  adopted  and  steadily  pursued  by  this  Government,  I  ha\'e  anx*r 
iously  desired  to  cultivate  and  cherish  friendship  and  commerce  withj 
every  foreign  jxiwer.     The  spirit  and  habits  of  the  American  people  a 
favorable  to  the  maintenance  of  such  inteniationat  Iiarmony.     In  adher-l 
ing  to  this  wise  policy,  a  preliminary  and  paramount  duty  obviousl^i 
consists  in  the  protection  of  our  national  interests  from  encroachment  o 
sacrifice  and  our  national  honor  from  reproach.     These  must  be  main 
tained  at  any  hazard.     They  admit  of  no  compromise  or  neglect,  andl 
must  be  scrupulously  and  constantly  guarded.     In  their  vigilant  vindi- 1 
cation  collision  and  conflict  with  foreign  powers  may  sometimes  become 
unavoidable.     Such  has  been  our  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  dictates 
of  justice  in  all  our  foreign  intercourse  that,  though  steadily  and  rapidly 
advancing  in  prosperity  and  power,  we  have  given  no  just  cause  of  com-^ 
plaint  to  any  nation  and  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace  for  moi 
than  thirty  years.     From  a  policy  so  sacred  to  humanity  and  so  salutarjH 
in  its  effects  upon  our  political  system  we  should  never  be  induced  voM 
untarily  to  depart. 

The  existing  war  with  Mexico  was  neither  desired  nor  provoked  by  tbd 
United  States.  On  the  contrary,  all  honorable  means  were  resorted  to  t<^ 
avert  it.  After  years  of  endurance  of  aggravated  and  unredressed  n 
on  our  part,  Mexico,  in  violation  of  solemn  treaty  stipulations  and  c 
evCTy  principle  of  justice  recognized  by  ciiHlized  nations,  commenced  hoe 
tilities,  and  thus  by  her  own  act  forced  the  war  upon  us.  Long  befon 
the  advance  of  our  .\nuy  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  we  \ 
ample  cause  of  war  against  Mexico,  and  had  the  United  Stales  resortei 
to  this  extremity  we  might  have  appealed  to  the  whole  dx'ilized  worI4 
for  the  justice  of  our  cause.  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  to  j-oi 
on  the  present  occasion  a  condensed  review  of  the  injuries  we  bod  g 
tained,  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  war,  and  of  its  progress  sioce  id 
Qommeacanent.     This  is  rvndered  tbe  more  necessary-  becauw  <i<it 
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misapprehensions  which  have  to  some  extent  prevailed  as  to  its  origin 
and  true  character.  The  war  has  been  represented  as  unjust  and  unnec- 
essary and  as  one  of  aggression  on  our  part  upon  a  weak  and  injured 
enemy.  Such  erroneous  views,  though  entertained  by  but  few,  have 
been  widely  and  extensively  circulated,  not  only  at  home,  but  have  been 
spread  throughout  Mexico  and  the  whole  world.  A  more  effectual  means 
could  not  have  been  devised  to  encourage  the  enemy  and  protract  the 
war  than  to  advocate  and  adhere  to  their  cause,  and  thus  give  them  *  *  aid 
and  comfort."  It  is  a  source  of  national  pride  and  exultation  that  the 
great  body  of  our  people  have  thrown  no  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  Government  in  prosecuting  the  war  successfully,  but  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  eminently  patriotic  and  ready  to  vindicate  their  coun- 
try's honor  and  interests  at  any  sacrifice.  The  alacrity  and  promptness 
with  which  our  volunteer  forces  rushed  to  the  field  on  their  country's 
call  prove  not  only  their  patriotism,  but  their  deep  conviction  that  our 
cause  is  just. 

The  wrongs  which  we  have  suffered  from  Mexico  almost  ever  since 
she  became  an  independent  power  and  the  patient  endurance  with  which 
we  have  borne  them  are  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  modem 
civiUzed  nations.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  if  these  wrongs  had 
been  resented  and  resisted  in  the  first  instance  the  present  war  might 
have  been  avoided.  One  outrage,  however,  permitted  to  pass  with  impu- 
nity almost  necessarily  encouraged  the  perpetration  of  another,  until  at 
last  Mexico  seemed  to  attribute  to  weakness  and  indecision  on  our  part 
a  forbearance  which  was  the  offspring  of  magnanimity  and  of  a  sincere 
desire  to  preserve  friendly  relations  with  a  sister  republic. 

Scarcely  had  Mexico  achieved  her  independence,  which  the  United 
States  were  the  first  among  the  nations  to  acknowledge,  when  she  com- 
menced the  system  of  insult  and  spoUation  which  she  has  ever  since 
pursued.  Our  citizens  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  were  imprisoned, 
their  vessels  seized,  and  our  flag  insulted  in  her  ports.  If  money  was 
wanted,  the  lawless  seizure  arfd  confiscation  of  our  merchant  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  was  a  ready  resource,  and  if  to  accomplish  their  purposes 
it  became  necessary  to  imprison  the  owners,  captains,  and  crews,  it  was 
done.  Rulers  superseded  rulers  in  Mexico  in  rapid  succession,  but  still 
there  was  no  change  in  this  system  of  depredation.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  made  repeated  reclamations  on  behalf  of  its  citizens, 
but  these  were  answered  by  the  perpetration  of  new  outrages.  Promises 
of  redress  made  by  Mexico  in  the  most  solemn  forms  were  postponed  or 
evaded.  The  files  and  records  of  the  Department  of  State  contain  con- 
clusive proofs  of  numerous  lawless  acts  perpetrated  upon  the  property 
and  persons  of  oiu*  citizens  by  Mexico,  and  of  wanton  insults  to  our  na- 
'  tional  flag.  The  interposition  of  our  Government  to  obtain  redress  was 
again  and  again  invoked  under  circumstances  which  no  nation  ought 
\o  disregard.     It  was  hoped  that  these  outrages  woul4  cease  and  th^t 
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Mexico  would  be  restrained  by  the  laws  which  regulate  the  conduct  of 
ci\*ilized  nations  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other  after  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  of  the  5th  of  April,  1S31.  was  con- 
cluded between  the  two  Republics;  but  this  hope  soon  proved  to  be  van 
The  course  of  seizure  and  confiscation  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  t] 
violation  of  their  persons,  and  the  insults  to  our  flag  pursued  by  Rlexiq 
previous  to  that  time  were  scarcely  suspended  for  even  a  brief  perio< 
although  the  treaty  so  clearly  defines  the  rights  and  duties  of  ihe  resp* 
live  parties  that  it  is  impossible  to  misunderstand  or  mistake  them, 
less  than  seven  years  after  the  conclusion  of  thai  treaty  our  grievance 
had  become  so  intolerable  that  in  the  opinion  of  President  Jackson  t 
should  no  longer  be  endured.  In  his  message  to  Congress  in  Febi 
1837,  he  presented  them  lo  the  consideration  of  that  body,  and  dedai 
that — 

The  length  of  time  since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed,  the  repeats 
and  imavailing  applications  for  redress,  Ute  wanton  character  of  some  of  Ilie  outrages 
upon  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  upon  the  officers  and  flag  of  tile  United 
States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people  by  the  late  ex- 
traordinary Mexican  minister,  would  justify  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations  immediate  war. 

In  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  forbearance,  however,  he  recommended 
reprisals  as  a  milder  mode  of  redress.  He  declared  that  war  should  not 
be  used  as  a  remedy  "by  just  and  generous  nations,  confiding  in  th« 
strength  for  injuries  committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  a\'oided," 
added; 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  tl 
country,  we  should  act  with  both  wisilom  and  moderation  by  giving  to  Mexico  o 
more  oppottunity  to  atone  for  the  past  before  we  take  icdress  into  our  owt 
To  avoid  all  misconception  on  Ihe  part  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  protect  c 
national  character  from  reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given  with  the  avowed 
design  and  full  preparation  to  take  immediate  satisfaction  if  it  should  not  be  obtainol 
on  a  repetition  of  the  deinand  for  it.    To  this  end  I  recommend  (hat  at 
Bulhoriring  reprisals,  and  the  ase  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  by  the  Exi 
utive  against  Mexico  to  enforce  them,  in  the  evtfnt  of  a  refusal  by  the  Mexican  G 
eminent  lo  come  lo  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  controversy  betwl 
us  upon  another  demand  thereof  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of  w 
the  coast  of  Mexico. 

Committees  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to  which  this  message  of  the 
President  was  referred,  fully  sustained  his  views  of  the  character  of 
the  wrongs  which  we  had  suffered  from  Mexico,  and  recommended  I 
another  demand  for  redress  should  be  made  before  authorizing  war  0 
reprisals.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Senate,  in  t 
report,  say: 

After  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  refused  by  Ihe  Mexican  C 
ment.  we  may  appeal  lo  all  nations,  nol  only  for  the  etjuity  and  rnodcrstion  n 
which  we  shall  have  acted  toward  a  siilcr  rirpablic,  but  for  Uii-  necessity  wbkh  n 
Ihcn  compel  u.<>  lo  seek  redress  for  oui  wrongs,  either  by  actual  war  or  by  n 
The  subject  will  then  be  presented  before  Couj^rms,  at  the 
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next  session,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form,  and  the  committee  can  not  doubt  but  that 
such  measiu-es  will  be  immediately  adopted  as  may  be  necessary  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  the  country  and  insiu^  ample  reparation  to  our  injured  fellow-citizens. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
made  a  similar  recommendation.      In  their  report  they  say  that — 

They  fully  concur  with  the  President  that  ample  cause  exists  for  taking  redress 
into  our  own  hands,  and  believe  that  we  should  be  justified  in  the  opinion  of  other 
nations  for  taking  such  a  step.  But  they  are  willing  to  try  the  experiment  of  another 
demand,  made  in  the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  justice  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment before  any  further  proceedings  are  adopted. 

No  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  is  believed  to  have  existed 
in  Congress  at  that  time;  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  con- 
curred; and  yet  such  has  been  our  forbearance  and  desire  to  preserve 
peace  with  Mexico  that  the  wrongs  of  which  we  then  complained,  and 
which  gave  rise  to  these  solemn  proceedings,  not  only  remain  unre- 
dressed to  this  day,  but  additional  causes  of  complaint  of  an  aggravated 
character  have  ever  since  been  accumulating.  Shortly  after  these  pro- 
ceedings a  special  messenger  was  dispatched  to  Mexico  to  make  a  final 
demand  for  redress,  and  on  the  20th  of  July,  1837,  the  demand  was  made. 
The  reply  of  the  Mexican  Government  bears  date  on  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  and  contains  assurances  of  the  * '  anxious  wish ' '  of  the  Mexican 
Government  **not  to  delay  the  moment  of  that  final  and  equitable  adjust- 
ment which  is  to  terminate  the  existing  difiSculties  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments; "  that  '*  nothing  should  be  left  undone  which  may  contribute 
to  the  most  speedy  and  equitable  determination  of  the  subjects  which 
have  so  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of  the  American  Government; " 
that  the  **  Mexican  Government  would  adopt  as  the  only  guides  for  its 
conduct  the  plainest  principles  of  public  right,  the  sacred  obligations 
imposed  by  international  law,  and  the  religious  faith  of  treaties,"  and 
that  '  *  whatever  reason  and  justice  may  dictate  respecting  each  case  will 
be  done."  The  assurance  was  further  given  that  the  decision  of  the 
Mexican  Government  upon  each  cause  of  complaint  for  which  redress 
had  been  demanded  should  be  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington. 

These  solemn  assurances  in  answer  to  our  demand  for  redress  were 
disregarded.  By  making  them,  however,  Mexico  obtained  further  de- 
lay. President  Van  Buren,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  of  the  5th 
of  December,  1837,  states  that  '* although  the  larger  number"  of  our 
demands  for  redress,  ' '  and  many  of  them  aggravated  cases  of  personal 
wrongs,  have  been  now  for  years  before  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
some  of  the  causes  of  national  complaint,  and  those  of  the  most  offensive 
character,  admitted  of  immediate,  simple,  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is 
only  within  a  few  days  past  that  any  specific  communication  in  answer 
to  our  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago,  has  been  received  from  the 
Mexigan  minister;"  and  ths^t  "for  not  one  of  our  public  complaints  hqa 
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satisfactiou  been  given  or  offered,  that  but  one  of  the  cases  of  personal 
wrong  has  been  favorably  considered,  and  that  but  four  casts  of  both 
descriptions  out  of  all  those  formally  presented  and  earnestly  pressed 
have  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the  Mexican  Government."  President 
Van  Buren,  believing  tliat  it  would  be  vain  to  make  any  further  attempt 
to  obtain  redress  by  the  ordinary  means  within  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive, commnnicated  this  opinion  to  Congress  in  the  message  referred  to,  J 
in  which  he  said: 

On  a  careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  contents  [of  the  corrcsponddice 
witb  the  Mexican  Govemnicnt],  nnd  considering  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  return  the  subject  as  it  now 
stands  to  Congress,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  decide  upon  the  time,  the  mode,  and  th« 


Had  the  United  States  at  that  time  adopted  compulsory  measures 
and  taken  redress  into  their  own  hands,  all  our  difficulties  with  Mexico 
would  probably  have  been  long  since  adjusted  and  the  existing  war 
have  been  averted.     Magnanimity  and  moderation  on  our  part  only  had 
the  eflfect  to  comphcate  these  difficuhies  and  render  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  them  the  more  embarrassing.     That  such  measures  of  redress  J 
under  similar  provocations  committed  by  any  of  the  powerful  nations  of  1 
Europe  would  have  been  promptly  resorted  to  by  the  United  States  can   1 
not  be  doubled.    The  national  honor  and  the  preservation  of  the  national 
character  throughout  the  world,  as  well  as  our  own  self-respect  and  the 
protection  due  to  our  own  citizens,  would  have  rendered  such  a  resort 
indispensable.     The  history  of  no  civilized  nation  in  modern  times  has 
presented  within  so  brief  a  period  so  many  wanton  attacks  upon  the 
honor  of  its  flag  and  upon  the  property  and  persons  of  its  citizens  as 
had  at  that  time  been  borne  by  the  United  States  from  the  Mexican  J 
authorities  and  people.     But  Mexico  was  a  sister  republic  on  the  Northfl 
American  continent,  occupying  a  territory  contiguous  to  our  own,  andV 
was  in  a  feeble  and  distracted  condition,  and  these  considerations,  it  ia] 
presumed,  induced  Congress  to  forbear  still  longer. 

Instead  of  taking  redress  into  our  own  hands,  a  new  negotiation  wasi 
entered  upon  with  fair  promises  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  but  with  the  real 
purpose,  as  the  event  has  proved,  of  indefinitely  postponing  the  repara- 
tion which  we  demanded,  and  which  was  so  justly  due.  This  negotiation, 
after  more  than  a  year's  delay,  resulted  in  the  convention  of  the  i  rth 
of  April,  i8j9,  "for  the  adjustment  of  cl^ms  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  upon  the  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic." 
The  joint  board  of  commissioners  created  by  this  convention  to  cxi 
and  decide  Upon  these  claims  was  not  organized  until  the  month  c 
August.  1840,  and  under  the  terras  of  the  convention  they  were  to  t 
minate  their  duties  within  eighteen  months  from  that  time.  Four  of  t 
eighteen  months  were  consumed  in  pre]iminar>'  discussions  00  frivolo 
nnd  dilatory  points  raised  by  the  Mexicau  comoiis&ionerB.  and  it  was  iio( 
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until  the  month  of  December,  1840,  that  they  commenced  the  examina- 
tion of  the  claims  of  our  citizens. upon  Mexico.  Fourteen  months  only 
remained  to  examine  and  decide  upon  these  numerous  and  complicated 
cases.  In  the  month  of  February,  1842,  the  term  of  the  commission 
expired,  leaving  many  claims  undisposed  of  for  want  of  time.  The 
claims  which  were  allowed  by  the  board  and  by  the  umpire  authorized  by 
the  convention  to  decide  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Mexican 
and  American  commissioners  amounted  to  $2,026,139.68.  There  were 
pending  before  the  umpire  when  the  commission  expired  additional 
claims,  which  had  been  examined  and  awarded  by  the  American  com- 
missioners and  had  not  been  allowed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners, 
amounting  to  $928,627.88,  upon  which  he  did  not  decide,  alleging  that 
his  authority  had  ceased  with  the  termination  of  the  joint  commission. 
Besides  these  claims,  there  were  others  of  American  citizens  amount- 
ing to  $3,336,837.05,  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  board,  and  upon 
which  they  had  not  time  to  decide  before  their  final  adjotu-ument. 

The  sum  of  $2,026,139.68,  which  had  been  awarded  to  the  claimants, 
was  a  liquidated  and  ascertained  debt  due  by  Mexico,  about  which  there 
could  be  no  dispute,  and  which  she  was  bound  to  pay  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  convention.  Soon  after  the  final  awards  for  this  amount 
had  been  made  the  Mexican  Government  asked  for  a  postponement  of 
the  time  of  making  payment,  alleging  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
make  the  pa5rment  at  the  time  stipulated.  In  the  spirit  of  forbearing 
kindness  toward  a  sister  republic,  which  Mexico  has  so  long  abused, 
the  United  States  promptly  complied  with  her  request.  A  second  con- 
vention was  accordingly  concluded  between  the  two  Governments  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1843,  which  upon  its  face  declares  that  '*this  new 
arrangement  is  entered  into  for  the  accommodation  of  Mexico. ' '  By  the 
terms  of  this  convention  all  the  interest  due  on  the  awards  which  had 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  claimants  imder  the  convention  of  the  i  ith  of 
April,  1839,  was  to  be  paid  to  them  on  the  30th  of  April,  1843,  ^^d  **the 
principal  of  the  said  awards  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon'*  was 
stipulated  to  **be  paid  in  five  years,  in  equal  installments  every  three 
months.**  Notwithstanding  this  new  convention  was  entered  into  at  the 
request  of  Mexico  and  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  her  from  embarrass- 
ment, the  claimants  have  only  received  the  interest  due  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1843,  and  three  of  the  twenty  installments.  Although  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  thus  liquidated  and  confessedly  due  by  Mexico  to  our 
citizens  as  indemnity  for  acknowledged  acts  of  outrage  and  wrong  was 
secured  by  treaty,  the  obligations  of  which  are  ever  held  sacred  by  all 
just  nations,  yet  Mexico  has  violated  this  solemn  engagement  by  fail- 
ing and  refusing  to  make  the  payment.  The  two  installments  due  in 
April  and  July,  1844,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with 
them,  have  been  asstmied  by  the  United  States  and  discharged  to  the 
claimants,  but  they  are  still  due  by  Mexico.    But  this  is  not  all  of  which 
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we  have  just  cause  of  complaint.  To  provide  a  remedy  for  the  claim- 
ants whose  cases  were  not  decided  by  the  joint  commission  under  the  con- 
vention of  April  II,  1839,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  by  the  sixth  article 
of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  January,  1843,  that — 

A  new  convention  shall  be  entered  into  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico  which 
were  not  finally  decided  by  the  late  commission  which  met  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and  of  all  claims  of  the  Government  and  citizens  of  Mexico  against  the  United 
SUtes. 

In  conformity  with  this  stipulation,  a  third  convention  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  November,  1843,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Governments,  by  which  provision  was  made 
for  ascertaining  and  paying  these  claims.  In  January,  1844,  ^^s  con- 
vention was  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  with  two  amend- 
ments, which  were  manifestly  reasonable  in  their  character.  Upon  a 
reference  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Government  of  Mexico, 
the  same  evasions,  difiSculties,  and  delays  were  interposed  which  have 
so  long  marked  the  policy  of  tliat  Government  toward  the  United  States. 
It  has  not  even  yet  decided  whether  it  would  or  would  not  accede  to 
them,  although  the  subject  has  been  repeatedly  pressed  upon  its  consid- 
eration. Mexico  has  thus  violated  a  second  time  the  faith  of  treaties 
by  failing  or  refusing  to  carry  into  effect  the  sixth  article  of  -the  con- 
vention of  January,  1843. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  wrongs  which  we  have  suffered  and  patiently 
endured  from  Mexico  through  a  long  series  of  years.  So  far  from  afford- 
ing reasonable  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  and  insults  we  had  borne,  a 
great  aggravation  of  them  consists  in  the  fact  that  while  the  United 
States,  anxious  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  Mexico,  have 
been  constantly  but  vainly  employed  in  seeking  redress  for  past  wrongs, 
new  outrages  were  constantly  occurring,  which  have  continued  to  increase 
our  causes  of  complaint  and  to  swell  the  amount  of  our  demands.  While 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  conducting  a  lawful  commerce 
with  Mexico  under  the  guaranty  of  a  treaty  of  ' '  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation,"  many  of  them  have  suffered  all  the  injuries  which  would 
have  resulted  from  open  war.  This  treaty,  instead  of  affording  protec- 
tion to  our  citizens,  has  been  the  means  of  inviting  them  into  the  ports 
of  Mexico  that  they  might  be,  as  they  have  been  in  numerous  instances, 
plundered  of  their  property  and  deprived  of  their  personal  liberty  if  they 
dared  insist  on  their  rights.  Had  the  unlawful  seizures  of  American 
property  anH  the  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  our  citizens,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  insults  to  our  flag,  which  have  occurred  in  the  ports  of 
Mexico  taken  place  on  the  high  seas,  they  would  themselves  long  since 
have  constituted  a  state  of  actual  war  between  the  two  countries.  In 
so  long  suffering  Mexico  to  violate  her  most  solemn  treaty  obligations, 
plunder  our  citizens  of  their  property,  and  imprison  their  persons  without 
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affording  them  any  redress  we  have  failed  to  perform  one  of  the  first  and 
highest  duties  which  every  government  owes  to  its  citizens,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  that  many  of  them  have  been  reduced  from  a  state 
of  affluence  to  bankruptcy.  The  proud  name  of  American  citizen,  which 
ought  to  protect  all  who  bear  it  from  insult  and  injury  throughout  the 
world,  has  afforded  no  such  protection  to  our  citizens  in  Mexico.  We 
had  ample  cause  of  war  against  Mexico  long  before  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities;  but  even  then  we.  forbore  to  take  redress  into  our  own  hands 
until  Mexico  herself  became  the  aggressor  by  invading  our  soil  in  hostile 
array  and  shedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens. 

Such  are  the  grave  causes  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  against  Mexico — causes  which  existed  long  before  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  American  Union;  and  yet,  animated  by  the  love  of  peace 
and  a  magnanimous  moderation,  we  did  not  adopt  those  measures  of 
redress  which  under  such  circumstances  are  the  justified  resort  of  injured 
nations. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  constituted  no  just 
cause  of  offense  to  Mexico.  The  pretext  that  it  did  so  is  wholly  incon- 
,sistent  and  irreconcilable  with  well-authenticated  facts  connected  with 
the  revolution  by  which  Texas  became  independent  of  Mexico.  That 
this  may  be  the  more  manifest,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert  to  the  causes 
and  to  the  history  of  the  principal  events  of  that  revolution. 

Texas  constituted  a  portion  of  the  ancient  Province  of  Louisiana,  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  France  in  the  year  1803.  ^^  the  year  18 19 
the  United  States,  by  the  Florida  treaty,  ceded  to  Spain  all  that  part  of 
Louisiana  within  the  present  limits  of  Texas,  and  Mexico,  by  the  revo- 
lution which  separated  her  from  Spain  and  rendered  her  an  independent 
nation,  succeeded  to  the  rights  of  the  mother  country  over  this  territory. 
In  the  year  1824  Mexico  estabUshed  a  federal  constitution,  under  which 
the  Mexican  Republic  was  composed  of  a  number  of  sovereign  States 
confederated  together  in  a  federal  union  similar  to  our  own.  Each  of 
these  States  had  its  own  executive,  legislattu-e,  and  judiciary,  and  for 
all  except  federal  purposes  was  as  independent  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  other  States  as  is  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia  under 
our  Constitution.  Texas  and  Coahuila  united  and  formed  one  of  these 
Mexican  States.  The  State  constitution  which  they  adopted,  and  which 
was  approved  by  the  Mexican  Confederacy,  asserted  that  they  were  **  free 
and  independent  of  the  other  Mexican  United  States  and  of  every  other 
power  and  dominion  whatsoever,"  and  proclaimed  the  great  principle 
of  human  liberty  that  **the  sovereignty  of  the  state  resides  originally 
and  essentially  in  the  general  mass  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it.  * ' 
To  the  Government  under  this  constitution,  as  well  as  to  that  under 
the  federal  constitution,  the  people  of  Texas  owed  allegiance. 

Emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  including  the  United  States,  were 
invited  by  the  colonization  laws  of  the  State  and  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  settle  in  Texas.  Advantageous  terms  were  offered  to  induce 
them  to  leave  their  own  country  and  become  Mexican  citizens.    This 
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invitation  was  accepted  by  many  of  our  citizens  ia  the  full  faith  that  in 
their  new  home  they  would  be  governed  by  laws  enacted  by  representa- 
tives elected  by  themselves,  and  that  their  lives,  liberty,  and  property 
would  be  protected  by  constitutional  guaranties  similar  to  those  whidi 
existed  in  the  Republic  they  had  left.  Under  a  Govemmetit  thus  or- 
ganized they  continued  until  the  year  1835,  when  a  militarj'  revolution 
broke  out  in  the  City  of  Mexico  which  entirelj'  subverted  the  federal 
and  State  constitutions  and  placed  a  miUtary  dictator  at  the  head  of  the 
Government.  By  a  sweeping  decree  of  a  Congress  subser\ient  to  the  will 
of  tlie  Dictator  the  several  State  constitutions  were  abolished  and  the 
States  themselves  con\'erted  into  mere  departments  of  the  central  Gov- 
ernment, The  people  of  Texas  were  vmwilling  to  submit  to  this  usur- 
pation. Resistance  to  such  t>Tanny  became  a  high  duty.  Texas  waaJ 
fully  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  central  Government  of  MexicoiJ 
from  the  moment  that  Government  had  abolished  her  State  constitutioa  ] 
and  in  its  place  substituted  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  central  government. 
Such  were  the  principal  causes  of  the  Texan  re\-olntion.  The  people 
of  Texas  at  once  determined  upon  resistance  and  flew  to  arms.  In  the 
midst  of  these  important  and  exciting  events,  however,  they  did  not  omit 
to  place  their  hberties  upon  a  secure  and  permanent  foundation.  They 
elected  members  to  a  convention,  who  in  the  month  of  March,  1836, 
issued  a  formal  declaration  that  their  "political  connection  with  the 
Mexican  nation  has  fore\-er  ended,  and  that  the  people  of  Texas  do 
now  constitute  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independenl  Rcfiublic,  and  are  fully 
invested  with  all  the  rights  and  attributes  which  properlj'  belong  to  in- 
dependent nations."  They  also  adopted  for  their  government  a  Hbeial 
repubhcan  constitution.  About  the  same  time  Santa  Anna,  then  the 
Dictator  of  Mexico,  invaded  Texas  with  a  numerous  army  for  the  j 
pose  of  subduing  her  people  and  enforcing  obedience  to  his  arbitr 
and  despotic  Government.  On  the  21st  of  April,  1836,  he  was  met  ll 
the  Texan  citizen  soldiers,  and  on  that  day  was  achieved  by  them  the 
memorable  victorj'  of  San  Jacinto,  by  which  they  conquered  their  inde- 
pendence. Considering  the  ntmibers  engaged  on  the  respective  sides, 
history  does  not  record  a  more  brilliant  achievement.  Santa  Anna  him- 
self was  among  the  captives. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1836,  Santa  Anna  acknowledged  by  a  treatv 
with  ibc  Texan  authorities  in  the  most  sohimn  form  "the  full,  entiiif 
and  perfect  independence  of  the  Republic  of  Texas."  It  is  true  lie  W 
then  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  he  had  failed  to  r 
quer  Texas,  and  had  met  with  signal  defeat;  that  his  authority  lid 
not  been  revoked,  and  that  by  virtue  of  this  treaty  he  obtained  his  j 
sonal  release.  By  it  hostilities  were  suspended,  and  the  anny  vrltia 
had  invaded  Texas  under  liis  command  returned  in  pursuance  of  t 
AiTsngement  unmolested  to  Mexico. 

L  ibe  day  that  the  battle  of  Saa  Jacinto  was  foogbt  1 
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present  hour  Mexico  has  never  possessed  the  power  to  reconquer  Texas. 
In  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  in  a  dis- 
patch to  our  minister  in  Mexico  under  date  of  the  8th  of  July,  1842 — 

Mexico  may  have  chosen  to  consider,  and  may  still  choose  to  consider,  Texas  as 
having  been  at  all  times  since  1835,  and  as  still  continuing,  a  rebellious  province; 
but  the  world  has  been  obliged  to  take  a  very  different  view  of  the  matter.  From 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  April,  1836,  to  the  present  moment,  Texas  has 
exhibited  the  same  external  signs  of  national  independence  as  Mexico  herself,  and 
with  quite  as  much  stability  of  government.  Practically  free  and  independent, 
acknowledged  as  a  political  sovereignty  by  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  no 
hostile  foot  finding  rest  witliin  her  territory  for  s}x  or  seven  years,  and  Mexico  her- 
self refraining  for  all  that  period  from  any  further  attempt  to  reestablish  her  own 
authority  over  that  territory,  it  can  not  but  be  surprising  to  find  Mr.  De  Bocaneg^ 
[the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico]  complaining  that  for  that  whole  period 
citizens  of  the  United  States  or  its  Government  have  been  favoring  the  rebels  of 
Texas  and  supplying  them  with  vessels,  ammunition,  and  money,  as  if  the  war  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Province  of  Texas  had  been  constantly  prosecuted  by  Mexico, 
and  her  success  prevented  by  these  influences  from  abroad. 

In  the  same  dispatch  the  Secretary  of  State  affirms  that — 

Since  1837  the  United  States  have  regarded  Texas  as  an  hidependent  sovereignty 
as  much  as  Mexico,  and  that  trade  and  commerce  -With  citizens  of  a  government  at 
war  with  Mexico  can  not  on  that  account  be  regarded  as  an  intercourse  by  which 
assistance  and  succor  are  given  to  Mexican  rebels.  The  whole  current  of  Mr.  De 
Bocanegra's  remarks  runs  in  the  same  direction,  as  if  the  independence  of  Texas  had 
not  been  acknowledged.  It  has  been  acknowledged;  it  was  acknowledged  in  1837 
against  the  remonstrance  and  protest  of  Mexico,  and  most  of  the  acts  of  any  impor- 
tance of  which  Mr.  De  Bocanegra  complains  flow  necessarily  from  that  recognition. 
He  speaks  of  Texas  as  still  being  "an  integral  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Mexican 
Republic,'*  but  he  can  not  but  understand  that  the  United  States  do  not  so  regard  it. 
The  real  complaint  of  Mexico,  therefore,  is  in  substance  neither  more  nor  less  tlwm 
a  complaint  against  the  recognition  of  Texan  independence.  It  may  be  thought 
rather  late  to  repeat  that  complaint,  and  not  quite  just  to  confine  it  to  the  United 
States  to  the  exemption  of  England,  France,  and  Belgium,  unless  the  United  States, 
having  been  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Mexico  herself,  are  to  be 
blamed  for  setting  an  example  for  the  recognition  of  that  of  Texas. 

Aiid  he  added  that — 

« 

The  Constitution,  public  treaties,  and  the  laws  oblige  the  President  to  regard 
Texas  as  an  independent  state,  and  its  territory  as  no  part  of  the  territory  of  Mexico. 

Texas  had  been  an  independent  state,  with  an  organized  government, 
defying  the  power  of  Mexico  to  overthrow  or  reconquer  her,  for  more 
than  ten  years  before  Mexico  commenced  the  present  war  against  the 
United  States.  Texas  had  given  such  evidence  to  the  world  of  her 
ability  to  maintain  her  separate  existence  as  an  independent  nation  that 
she  had  been  formally  recognized  as  such  not  only  by  the  United  States, 
but  by  several  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe.  These  powers  had  en- 
tered into  treaties  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with  her.  They 
had  received  and  accredited  her  ministers  and  other  diplomatic  agents  at 
their  respective  courts,  and  they  had  commissioned  ministers  and  diplo- 
matic agents  on  their  part  to  the  Government  of  Texas.  If  Mexico, 
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uot withstanding  aU  this  and  her  utter  inability  to  subdue  or  recon- 
quer Texas,  still  stubbornly  refused  to  recognize  her  as  an  independent 
nation,  she  was  none  the  less  so  on  that  account.     Mexico  herself  had 
been  recognized  as  an  independent  nation  by  the  United  States  and  t 
other  powers  many  years  before  Spain,  of  which  before  her  rcivolutiai 
she  had  been  a  colony,  would  agree  to  recognize  her  as  such;  and  yd 
Mexico  was  at  that  time  in  the  estimation  of  the  civilized  world,  and  in" 
fact,  none  the  less  an  independent  power  because  Spain  still  claimed  her 
as  a  coloilj.     If  Spain  had  continued  initi!  the  present  period  to  assert 
that  Mexico  was  one  of  her  colonies  in  i^belliou  against  her,  this  would 
not  have  made  her  so  or  changed  the  fact  of  her  independent  existence 
Texas  at  the  period  of  her  annexation  to  the  United  States  bore  t 
same  relation  to  Mexico  that  Mexico  had  borne  to  Spain  for  many  years 
before  Spain  acknowledged  her  independence,  with  this  important  dif- 
fereuce,  that  before  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  was 
consummated  Mexico  herself,  by  a  formal  act  of  her  Government, 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas  as  a  nation.     It  is  true  t 
in  the  act  of  recognition  she  prescribed  a  couditiou  which  she  bad  1 
power  or  authority  to  impose — that  Texas  should  not  annex  herself  tO 
any  other  power — but  this  could  not  detract  in  any  degree  from  the  recog- 
nition which  Mexico  then  made  of  her  actual  independence.     Upon  this 
plain  statement  of  facts,  it  is  absurd  for  Mexico  to  allege  as  a  pretei 
for  couiniencing  hostilities  against  the  United  States  that  Texas  is  s 
a  part  of  her  territory. 

But  there  nrc  those  who,  conceding  all  this  to  be  true,  assume  the" 
ground  that  the  true  western  boundary  of  Texas  is  the  Nueces  instead 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  therefore  in  marching  our  Army  to  the  east 
bank  of  the  latter  river  we  passed  the  Texan  line  and  invaded  the  tei 
tor>'  of  Mexico,    A  simple  statement  of  facts  known  to  exist  will  condt^ 
sivcly  refute  such  an  assumption.     Texas,  as  ceded  to  the  United  StaU 
by  France  in  1S03,  has  been  always  claimed  as  extending  west  to  theF 
Grande  or  Rio  Bravo.     This  fact  is  established  by  the  authority  of  o 
most  eminent  statesmen  at  a  period  when  the  question  was  as  well,  if  n 
better,  understood  than  it  i.s  at  present.     During  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adm 
istration  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  who  had  been  sent  ou  a 
mission  to  Madrid,  charged  among  other  things  with  the  adjustment  d 
boundary  between  the  two  countries,  in  a  note  addressed  to  the  Spt 
ish  minister  of  foreign  affairs  under  date  of  the  zStli  of  January, 
a-s-sert  that  the  boundaries  of  I^ui»aua,  as  ceded  to  tlic  United  States  h 
France,  "are  the  river  Perdido  on  the  east  and  the  river  Bravo  on  t 
west,"  and  they  add  that  "the  facts  and  principles  which  justify  t 
conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  lo  otir  Government  as  to  convince  it  t 
the  Ignited  States  liave  uot  a  Ixjtler  right  to  the  island  of  New  Orleii 
under  the  cession  referred  to  titan  they  have  to  the  whole  district  1 
territor)'  which  is  abm-e  described."     Down  to  tlic  conclustuu  of  I 
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Florida  treaty,  in  February,  18 19,  by  which  this  territory  was  ceded  to 
Spain,  the  United  States  asserted  and  maintained  their  territorial  rights 
to  this  extent.  Id  the  month  of  June,  18 18,  during  Mr.  Monroe's  Ad- 
ministration, information  having  been  received  that  a  number  of  foreign 
adventurers  had  landed  at  Galveston  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  settlement  in  that  vicinity,  a  special  messenger  was  dispatched  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  instructions  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  warn  them  to  desist,  should  they  be  found  there,  "or 
any  other  place  north  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  within  the  territory  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  *'  He  was  instructed,  should  they  be  found  in  the 
country  north  of  that  river,  to  make  known  to  them  *  *  the  surprise  with 
which  the  President  has  seen  possession  thus  taken,  without  authority 
from  the  United  States,  of  a  place  within  their  territorial  limits,  and 
upon  which  no  lawful  settlement  can  be  made  without  their  sanction." 
He  was  instructed  to  call  upon  them  to  * '  avow  under  what  national 
authority  they  profess  to  act, '  *  and  to  give  them  due  warning  *  *  that  the 
place  is  within  the  United  States,  who  wdll  suffer  no  permanent  settle- 
ment to  be  made  there  imder  any  authority  other  than  their  own."  As 
late  as  the  8th  of  July,  1842,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  note  addressed  to  our  minister  in  Mexico,  maintains  that  by  the 
Florida  treaty  of  18 19  the  territory  as  far  west  as  the  Rio  Grande  was 
confirmed  to  Spain.     In  that  note  he  states  that — 

By  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
the  Sabine  was  adopted  as  the  line  of  boundary  between  the  two  powers.  Up  to 
that  period  no  considerable  colonization  had  been  effected  in  Texas;  but  the  terri- 
tory between  the  Sabine  and  the  Rio  Grande  being  confirmed  to  Spain  by  the  treaty, 
applications  were  made  to  that  power  for  grants  of  land,  and  such  grants  or  permis- 
sions of  settlement  were  in  fact  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  favor  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  proposing  to  emigrate  to  Texas  in  numerous  families  before  the 
declaration  of  independence  by  Mexico. 

The  Texas  which  was  ceded  to  Spain  by  the  Florida  treaty  of  18 19 
embraced  all  the  country  now  claimed  by  the  State  of  Texas  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Republic  of  Texas  always  claimed 
this  river  as  her  western  boundary,  and  in  her  treaty  made  with  Santa 
Anna  in  May,  1836,  he  recognized  it  as  such.  By  the  constitution  which 
Texas  adopted  in  March,  1836,  senatorial  and  representative  districts 
were  organized  extending  west  of  the  Nueces.  The  Congress  of  Texas 
on  the  19th  of  December,  1836,  passed  **An  act  to  define  the  boundaries 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas, ' '  in  which  they  declared  the  Rio  Grande  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source  to  be  their  boundary,  and  by  the  said  act  they 
extended  their  ** civil  and  political  jurisdiction*'  over  the  country  up  to 
that  boundary.  During  a  period  of  more  than  nine  years  which  inter- 
vened between  the  adoption  of  her  constitution  and  her  annexation  as 
one  of  the  States  of  our  Union  Texas  asserted  and  exercised  many  acts 
of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  and  inhabitants  west  of 
the  Nueces.  She  organized  and  defined  the  limits  of  counties  extend- 
ing to  the  Rio  Grande;  she  established  courts  of  justice  and  extended 
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satisfaction  been  given  or  offered,  that  but  one  of  the  cases  of  personaf^ 
wrong  has  been  favorably  considered,  and  that  but  four  cases  of  both  \ 
descriptions  out  of  all  those  formaliy  presented  and  earnestly  pressed 
have  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the  Mexican  Government. "  President 
Vau  Buren,  believing  that  it  would  be  ^'ain  to  make  any  further  attempt 
to  obtain  redress  by  the  ordinary  ineaus  within  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive, communicated  this  opinion  to  Congress  in  the  message  referred  to^ 
in  which  he  said : 

On  B  careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  ccntents  [of  the  corrcspondenot^ 
with  the  Mexican  Government],  and  considering  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Uexi- 
ean  Goveniraenl,  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  return  the  subject  as  it  now 
stands  to  Congress,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  decide  upon  the  time,  the  mode,  ajid  the 

■e  of  redress. 


Had  the  United  States  at  that  time  adopted  compulsory  measures 
and  taken  redress  into  their  own  hands,  all  our  difficulties  with  Mexico 
would  probably  have  been  long  since  adjusted  and  the  existing  war 
have  been  averted.  Magnanimity  and  moderation  on  our  part  only  had 
the  effect  to  complicate  these  difficulties  and  render  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  them  the  more  embarrassing.  Tliat  such  measures  of  redress 
under  similar  provocations  conunitted  by  any  of  the  powerful  nations  of 
Europe  would  have  beeu  promptly  resorted  to  by  the  United  States  can 
not  be  doubted.  The  national  honor  and  the  preser\-ation  of  the  national 
character  throughout  the  world,  as  well  as  our  own  self-respect  and  tlie 
protection  due  to  our  own  citizens,  would  have  rendered  such  a  resort 
indispensable.  The  history  of  no  civilized  nation  in  modern  times  has 
presented  within  so  brief  a  period  so  many  wanton  attacks  upon  the 
honor  of  its  flag  and  upon  the  property  and  persons  of  its  citizens  as 
had  at  that  time  been  borne  by  the  United  States  from  the  Mexican 
authorities  and  people.  But  Mexico  was  a  sister  republic  on  the  North 
American  continent,  occupying  a  territory  contiguous  to  our  own,  and 
was  ill  a  feeble  and  distracted  condition,  and  these  considerations,  it  i 
presumed,  induced  Congress  to  forbear  still  longer. 

Instead  of  taking  redress  into  our  own  hands,  a  new  negotiation  v 
entered  upon  with  fair  promises  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  but  with  the  r 
purpose,  as  the  event  has  proved,  of  indefinitely  postponing  the  r 
tion  which  we  demanded,  and  which  was  so  justly  due.  This  negotiatio 
after  more  than  a  year's  delay,  resulted  in  the  convention  of  the  i  rth 
of  April,  1839,  "for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  upon  the  Go\'ernment  of  the  Mexican  Repttblic" 
The  joint  board  of  commissioners  created  by  this  convenlion  to  examin 
and  decide  upon  these  claims  was  not  organized  until  the  month  ( 
August,  1840,  and  under  the  terms  of  the  convention  they  were  to  t 
ratiiate  their  duties  within  eighteen  months  from  that  time.  Four  of  tJ 
eighteen  months  were  constmied  in  preliminary  discussions  oa  friTOlaid 
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until  the  month  of  December,  1840,  that  they  commenced  the  examina- 
tion of  the  claims  of  our  citizens. upon  Mexico.  Fourteen  months  only 
remained  to  examine  and  decide  upon  these  numerous  and  complicated 
cases.  In  the  month  of  February,  1842,  the  term  of  the  commission 
expired,  leaving  many  claims  undisposed  of  for  want  of  time.  The 
claims  which  were  allowed  by  the  board  and  by  the  umpire  authorized  by 
the  convention  to  decide  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Mexican 
and  American  commissioners  amounted  to  $2,026,139.68.  There  were 
pending  before  the  umpire  when  the  commission  expired  additional 
claims,  which  had  been  examined  and  awarded  by  the  American  com- 
missioners and  had  not  been  allowed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners, 
amounting  to  $928,627.88,  upon  which  he  did  not  decide,  alleging  that 
his  authority  had  ceased  with  the  termination  of  the  joint  commission. 
Besides  these  claims,  there  were  others  of  American  citizens  amount- 
ing to  $3,336,837.05,  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  board,  and  upon 
which  they  had  not  time  to  decide  before  their  final  adjournment. 

The  sum  of  $2,026,139.68,  which  had  been  awarded  to  the  claimants, 
was  a  liquidated  and  ascertained  debt  due  by  Mexico,  about  which  there 
could  be  no  dispute,  and  which  she  was  bound  to  pay  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  convention.  Soon  after  the  final  awards  for  this  amount 
had  been  made  the  Mexican  Government  asked  for  a  postponement  of 
the  time  of  making  payment,  alleging  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
make  the  pa5rment  at  the  time  stipulated.  In  the  spirit  of  forbearing 
kindness  toward  a  sister  republic,  which  Mexico  has  so  long  abused, 
the  United  States  promptly  complied  with  her  request.  A  second  con- 
vention was  accordingly  concluded  between  the  two  Governments  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1843,  which  upon  its  face  declares  that  *'this  new 
arrangement  is  entered  into  for  the  accommodation  of  Mexico. '  *  By  the 
terms  of  this  convention  all  the  interest  due  on  the  awards  which  had 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  claimants  luider  the  convention  of  the  i  ith  of 
April,  1839,  was  to  be  paid  to  them  on  the  30th  of  April,  1843,  and  **  the 
principal  of  the  said  awards  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon'*  was 
stipulated  to  **be  paid  in  five  years,  in  equal  installments  every  three 
months.  *  *  Notwithstanding  this  new  convention  was  entered  into  at  the 
request  of  Mexico  and  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  her  from  embarrass- 
ment, the  claimants  have  only  received  the  interest  due  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1843,  and  three  of  the  twenty  installments.  Although  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  thus  liquidated  and  confessedly  due  by  Mexico  to  our 
citizens  as  indemnity  for  acknowledged  acts  of  outrage  and  wrong  was 
secured  by  treaty,  the  obligations  of  which  are  ever  held  sacred  by  all 
just  nations,  yet  Mexico  has  violated  this  solemn  engagement  by  fail- 
ing and  refusing  to  make  the  payment.  The  two  installments  due  in 
April  and  July,  1844,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with 
them,  have  been  asstmied  by  the  United  States  and  discharged  to  the 
claimantSi  but  they  are  still  due  by  Mexico.    But  thl3  is  not  all  of  which 
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we  have  just  cause  of  complaint.  To  provide  a  remedy  for  the  claim- 
ants whose  cases  were  not  decided  by  the  joint  commission  under  Ihe  con- 
vention of  April  II,  1839,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  by  the  Mxth  article 
of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  January,  184J,  that — 

A  new  convention  shall  be  entered  into  for  the  settlement  of  all  daima  of  the  G 
eminent  and  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico  wbici 
were  not  finally  deciiled  by  the  late  commission  whidi  met  in  the  dly  of  Washiiq 
ton,  and  of  all  claims  of  the  Govenuneiit  and  citizens  of  Mexico  a^^insl  the  ITnited 
8tates. 

In  coufonnity  with  this  stipulation,  a  third  convention  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  November,  1S43,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Governments,  by  which  provision  was  made 
for  ascertaining  and  paying  these  claims.  In  Januarj-,  1844.  ^^^  con- 
vention was  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  with  two  amend- 
ments, which  were  manifestly  reasonable  in  their  character.  Upon  a 
reference  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Government  of  Mexioc 
the  same  e^'asions,  difficulties,  and  delays  were  interposed  which  havt 
so  long  marked  the  policy  of  that  Government  toward  the  United  States 
It  has  not  even  yet  decided  whether  it  would  or  would  not  accede  to 
them,  although  the  subject  has  been  repeatedly  pressed  upon  its  consid- 
eration. Mexico  has  thus  \iolated  a  second  time  the  faith  of  treaties 
by  failing  or  refusing  to  carry  into  effect  the  sixth  article  of  the  con- 
vention of  Januarj',  1845. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  WTongs  which  we  have  suffered  and  patientl]! 
endured  from  Mexico  through  a  long  series  of  years.  So  far  from  affoi 
ing  reasonable  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  and  insults  we  had  borne,  d 
great  aggravation  of  them  consists  in  the  fact  that  while  the  Uuitei 
States,  anxious  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  Mexico,  have 
been  constantly  but  vainly  employed  in  seeking  redress  for  past  wrongs, 
new  outrages  were  constantly  occurring,  which  have  continued  to  increase 
our  causes  of  complaint  and  to  swell  the  amount  of  onr  demands, 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  conducting  a  lawftU  comma 
with  Mexico  under  the  guaranty  of  a  treaty  of  "amity,  commerce,  1 
navigation,"  many  of  them  have  suffered  all  the  injuries  which  would 
have  resulted  from  open  war.  This  treaty,  instead  of  affording  protec- 
tion to  our  citizens,  has  been  the  means  of  inviting  them  into  the  ports 
of  Mexico  that  they  might  be,  as  they  have  been  in  numerous  instance 
plundered  of  their  property  and  deprived  of  their  personal  liberty  if  thi 
dared  insist  on  their  rights.  Had  the  unlawful  seizures  of  Amerii 
property  and  the  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  our  citizens,  to  s 
nothing  of  the  insults  to  our  flag,  which  have  occurred  in  the  ports  % 
Mexico  taken  place  on  the  high  seas,  they  would  therasclvei  long  si 
have  constituted  a  stale  of  actual  war  between  the  two  countries, 
so  long  suffering  Mexico  to  \-iolate  her  most  solemn  treaty  obligatio 
plunder  our  dtizens  of  their  property,  and  impriaon  their  persons  witt 
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affording  them  any  redress  we  have  failed  to  perform  one  of  the  first  and 
highest  duties  which  every  government  owes  to  its  citizens,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  that  many  of  them  have  been  reduced  from  a  state 
of  affluence  to  bankruptcy.  The  proud  name  of  American  citizen,  which 
ought  to  protect  all  who  bear  it  from  insult  and  injury  throughout  the 
world,  has  afforded  no  such  protection  to  our  citizens  in  Mexico.  We 
had  ample  cause  of  war  against  Mexico  long  before  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities;  but  even  then  we.  forbore  to  take  redress  into  our  own  hands 
until  Mexico  herself  became  the  aggressor  by  invading  our  soil  in  hostile 
array  and  shedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens. 

Such  are  the  grave  causes  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  against  Mexico — causes  which  existed  long  before  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  American  Union;  and  yet,  animated  by  the  love  of  peace 
and  a  magnanimous  moderation,  we  did  not  adopt  those  measures  of 
redress  which  under  such  circumstances  are  the  justified  resort  of  injured 
nations. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  constituted  no  just 
cause  of  offense  to  Mexico.  The  pretext  that  it  did  so  is  wholly  incon- 
,sistent  and  irreconcilable  with  well-authenticated  facts  connected  with 
the  revolution  by  which  Texas  became  independent  of  Mexico.  That 
this  may  be  the  more  manifest,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert  to  the  causes 
and  to  the  history  of  the  principal  events  of  that  revolution. 

Texas  constituted  a  portion  of  the  ancient  Province  of  Louisiana,  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  France  in  the  year  1803.  In  the  year  18 19 
the  United  States,  by  the  Florida  treaty,  ceded  to  Spain  all  that  part  of 
Louisiana  within  the  present  limits  of  Texas,  and  Mexico,  by  the  revo- 
lution which  separated  her  from  Spain  and  rendered  her  an  independent 
nation,  succeeded  to  the  rights  of  the  mother  country  over  this  territory. 
In  the  year  1824  Mexico  established  a  federal  constitution,  under  which 
the  Mexican  Republic  was  composed  of  a  number  of  sovereign  States 
confederated  together  in  a  federal  union  similar  to  our  own.  Each  of 
these  States  had  its  own  executive,  legislattu-e,  and  judiciary,  and  for 
all  except  federal  purposes  was  as  independent  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  other  States  as  is  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia  under 
otu-  Constitution.  Texas  and  Coahuila  united  and  formed  one  of  these 
Mexican  States.  The  State  constitution  which  they  adopted,  and  which 
was  approved  by  the  Mexican  Confederacy,  asserted  that  they  were  '*  free 
and  independent  of  the  other  Mexican  United  States  and  of  every  other 
power  and  dominion  whatsoever,''  and  proclaimed  the  great  principle 
of  human  liberty  that  **the  sovereignty  of  the  state  resides  originally 
and  essentially  in  the  general  mass  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it.'* 
To  the  Government  under  this  constitution,  as  well  as  to  that  under 
the  federal  constitution,  the  people  of  Texas  owed  allegiance. 

Emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  including  the  United  States,  were 
invited  by  the  colonization  laws  of  the  State  and  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  settle  in  Texas.  Advantageous  terms  were  offered  to  induce 
them  to  leave  their  own  country  and  become  Mexican  citizens.    This 
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After  tile  joint  resolution , for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Unilt-*! 
States  had  been  passed  by  our  Congress  the  Mexican  minister  at  Wash- 
ington addressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  on  the  6th 
of  March.  1845,  protesting  against  it  as  "an  act  of  aggression  the  most 
unjust  which  can  be  found  recorded  in  the  annals  of  modem  history, 
namely,  that  of  despoiling  a  friendly  nation  like  Mexico  of  3  consider- 
able portion  of  her  territory,"  and  protesting  against  the  resolution  of 
annexation  as  being  an  act  "whereby  the  Province  of  Texas,  an  inte- 
gral portion  of  the  Mexican  territory- ,  is  agreed  and  admitted  into  tlie 
American  Union ; ' '  and  he  announced  tliat  as  a  consequence  his  mission 
to  the  United  States  liad  terminated,  and  demanded  his  passports,  wliicb 
were  granted.  It  was  upon  the  absurd  pretext,  made  by  Mexico  (her- 
self indebted  for  her  independence  to  a  successful  revolution),  that  the 
Republic  of  Texas  still  continued  to  be,  notwithstanding  all  that  liad 
passed,  a  Province  of  Mexico  that  this  step  was  taken  by  the  Mexicau 
minister. 

Every  honorable  effort  has  been  used  by  me  to  a\'oid  the  war  wliich 
followed,  but  all  have  proved  vain.  All  our  attempts  to  preserve  peace 
have  been  met  by  insult  aud  resistance  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  My 
efforts  to  this  end  commenced  iu  the  note  of  the  Secretarj'  of  State 
of  the  loth  of  March,  1S45.  in  answer  to  that  of  the  Mexican  miuis- 
ter.  Whilst  declining  to  reopen  a  discussion  which  had  already  lx;en 
exhausted,  aud  proving  again  what  was  known  to  the  whole  \^'orld,  Uiat 
Texas  had  long  since  achieved  her  independence,  the  Secretary'  of  State 
expressed  the  regret  of  this  Government  that  Mexico  should  have  taken 
offense  at  the  resolution  of  annexation  passed  by  Congress,  and  ga^v 
a.ssurance  that  oiir  "most  strenuous  efforts  shall  be  devoted  to  the  a 
cable  adjustment  of  every  cause  of  complaint  between  the  two  Gove 
ments  aud  lo  the  cultivation  of  the  kindest  and  most  friendly  relatiot 
between  the  sister  Republics,"  That  I  have  acted  in  the  spirit  of  t 
assurance  will  appear  from  the  events  which  have  since  occurred, 
withstanding  Mexico  had  ahruptlj'  terminated  all  diplomatic  intercoui 
with  the  United  States,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  ha\'e  been  the  firt 
ask  for  its  resumption,  yet,  waiving  all  ceremony,  I  era!«Ticed  the  c 
est  favorable  opportunity  "to  ascertain  from  the  Mexican  Goverm 
whether  they  would  receive  an  envoy  from  the  United  States  intrustet 
with  full  power  to  adjust  all  the  questions  iu  dispute  between  the  t 
Governments."  In  September.  1845,  I  I«lie%'cd  the  propitious  mora* 
for  such  an  overture  liad  nrri\-ed.  Texas,  by  the  enthusiastic  and  alinot 
unanimous  will  of  her  people,  had  prononncetl  in  favor  of  ann« 
Mexico  herself  had  agreetl  to  ncknowletlge  tlie  independence  of  Tes 
subject  to  a  condition,  it  is  true,  which  she  had  no  right  to  iinposea 
no  power  to  enforce.  The  last  lingering  hope  of  Mexico,  if  she  s 
could  have  retained  any.  tliat  Texas  would  ever  again  become  vtKof  t 
pTo\'inccs,  vxwiX  have  l>ccii  iibandoucd. 
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The  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  City  of  Mexico  was  therefore 
instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  15th  of  September,  1845,  to 
make  the  inquiry  of  the  Mexican  Government.  The  inquiry  was  made, 
and  on  the  15th  of  October,  1845,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  in  a  note  addressed  to  our  consul,  gave  a  favorable 
response,  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  otu-  naval  force  might  be  with- 
drawn from  Vera  Cruz  while  negotiations  should  be  pending.  Upon  the 
receipt  of  this  note  our  naval  force  was  promptly  withdrawn  from  Vera 
Cruz.  A  minister  was  immediately  appointed,  and  departed  to  Mexico. 
Everything  bore  a  promising  aspect  for  a  speedy  and  peaceful  adjustment 
of  all  our  difficulties.  At  the  date  of  my  annual  message  to  Congress  in 
December  last  no  doubt  was  entertained  but  that  he  would  be  received 
by  the  Mexican  Government,  and  the  hope  was  cherished  that  all  cause  of 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  countries  would  be  speedily  removed. 
In  the  confident  hope  that  such  would  be  the  result  of  his  mission,  I 
informed  Congress  that  I  forbore  at  that  time  to  *  *  recommend  such 
ulterior  measures  of  redress  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  we  had  so  long 
borne  as  it  would  have  been  proper  to  make  had  no  such  negotiation 
been  instituted."  To  my  surprise  and  regret  the  Mexican  Government, 
though  solemnly  pledged  to  do  so,  upon  the  arrival  of  our  minister  in 
Mexico  refused  to  receive  and  accredit  him.  When  he  reached  Vera 
Cruz,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1845,  he  found  that  the  aspect  of  affairs 
had  imdergone  an  unhappy  change.  The  Government  of  General  Her- 
rera,  who  was  at  that  time  President  of  the  Republic,  was  tottering  to  its 
fall.  General  Paredes,  a  military  leader,  had  manifested  his  determina- 
tion to  overthrow  the  Government  of  Herrera  by  a  military  revolution, 
and  one  of  the  principal  means  which  he  employed  to  effect  his  pur- 
pose and  render  the  Government  of  Herrera  odious  to  the  army  and 
people  of  Mexico  was  by  loudly  condemning  its  determination  to  receive 
a  minister  of  peace  from  the  United  States,  alleging  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Herrera,  by  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  dismember  the 
territory  of  Mexico  by  ceding  away  the  department  of  Texas.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  Herrera  is  believed  to  have  been  well  disposed  to  a  pacific 
adjustment  of  existing  difficulties,  but  probably  alarmed  for  its  own 
security,  and  in  order  to  ward  off  the  danger  of  the  revolution  led  by 
Paredes,  violated  its  solemn  agreement  and  refused  to  receive  or  accredit 
our  minister;  and  this  although  informed  that  he  had  been  invested  with 
full  power  to  adjust  all  questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Among  the  frivolous  pretexts  for  this  refusal,  the  principal  one 
was  that  our  minister  had  not  gone  upon  a  special  mission  confined  to 
the  question  of  Texas  alone,  leaving  all  the  outrages  upon  our  flag  and 
our  citizens  unredressed.  The  Mexican  Government  well  knew  that 
both  our  national  honor  and  the  protection  due  to  our  citizens  impera- 
tively required  that  the  two  questions  of  boundary  and  indemnity  should 
be  treated  of  together,  as  naturally  and  inseparably  blended,  and  they 
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ought  to  have  seen  tliat  this  course  was  best  calculated  to  enable  the 
United  States  to  extend  to  them  the  most  hberal  justice.  On  the  jotli 
of  December,  1845,  General  Herrera  resigned  the  Presidency  and  yielded 
up  the  Government  to  General  Paredes  without  a  struggle.  Thus  a  re^-- 
olutiou  wa.s  accomplished  solely  by  the  army  commanded  by  Paredes, 
aod  the  supreme  power  in  Mexico  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  military  , 
usurper  who  was  known  to  be  bitterly  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

Although  the  prospect  of  a  pacific  adjustment  with  the  new  Gov« 
ment  was  unpromising  from  the  known  hostility  of  its  head  to  the  United 
States,  yet,  determined  that  notliing  should  be  left  undone  on  our  ( 
to  restore  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries,  our  minister  v 
instructed  to  present  his  credentials  to  the  new  Government  and  asJc  to  ' 
be  accredited  by  it  in  the  diplomatic  character  in  which  he  had  been 
commissioned.  These  instructions  he  executed  by  his  note  of  the  ist  of 
March,  1846,  addressed  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  but 
his  request  was  insultingly  refused  by  that  minister  in  his  answer  of  the 
1 2th  of  the  same  month.  No  alternative  remained  for  our  minister  but 
to  demand  his  passports  and  return  to  the  United  States. 

Thus  was  the  extraordinary  spectacle  presented  to  the  civihzed  world 
of  a  Government,  in  violation  of  its  own  express  agreement,  having 
twice  rejected  a  minister  of  peace  invested  with  full  powers  to  adjust  all 
the  existing  differences  between  the  two  countries  in  a  manner  just  and 
honorable  to  both.  I  am  not  aware  that  modern  hJstorj'  presents  a  par- 
allel case  in  which  in  lime  of  peace  one  nation  has  refused  even  to  hear 
propositions  from  another  for  terminating  existing  difficulties  between 
them.  Scarcely  a  hope  of  adjusting  our  difficulties,  even  at  a  remote 
day.or  of  preserving  peace  with  Mexico,  could  be  cherished  while  Paredes 
remained  at  tlie  head  of  the  Govemnient.  He  had  acquired  the  supreme 
ix>wer  by  a  military  revolution  and  upon  the  most  solemn  pledges  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  States  and  to  reconquer  Texas,  which  X 
claimed  as  a  revolted  province  of  Mexico.  He  had  denounced  as  % 
of  treason  all  those  Mexicans  whocomrfderedTexas  asno  longer  constitt 
ing  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Mexico  and  who  were  friendly  to  the  can 
of  peace.  The  duration  of  the  war  which  he  waged  against  the  Unitj 
States  was  indefinite,  because  the  end  which  he  proposed  of  the  r 
quest  of  Texas  was  hopeless.  Besides,  there  was  good  reason  to  beliei 
from  all  his  conduct  that  it  was  his  intention  to  con\'ert  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  into  a  monarchy  and  to  call  a  foreign  European  prince  to  the 
throne.  Preporatorj'  to  this  entl,  he  had  during  his  short  rule  destroy! 
ihe  liberty  of  the  press,  tolerating  that  portion  of  it  only  which  o 
advocated  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy.  The  better  (o  secnre  | 
success  of  his  ultimate  designs,  he  had  by  an  arbitrary  decree  con%'ol 
a  Congress,  not  to  be  elected  by  the  free  voice  of  the  people,  but  to  be 
chosen  in  a  manner  to  make  them  subser\'ienl  to  his  will  and  to  give 
him  iibsulutu-coiitrol  uver.their  delibcratioos. 
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Under  all  these  circumstances  it  was  believed  that  any  revolution  in 
Mexico  founded  upon  opposition  to  the  ambitious  projects  of  Paredes 
would  tend  to  promote  the  cause  of  peace  as  well  as  prevent  any  at- 
tempted European  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  North  American  con- 
tinent, both  objects  of  deep  interest  to  the  United  States.  Any  such 
foreign  interference,  if  attempted,  must  have  been  resisted  by  the  United 
States.  My  views  upon  that  subject  were  fully  communicated  to  Con- 
gress in  my  last  annual  message.  In  any  event,  it  was  certain  that  no 
change  whatever  in  the  Government  of  Mexico  which  would  deprive 
Paredes  of  power  could  be  for  the  worse  so  far  as  the  United  States  were 
concerned,  while  it  was  highly  probable  that  any  change  must  be  for  the 
better.  This  was  the  state  of  ^affairs  existing  when  Congress,  on  the 
13th  of  May  last,  recognized  the  existence  of  the  war  which  had  been 
commenced  by  the  Government  of  Paredes;  and  it  became  an  object  of 
much  importance,  with  a  view  to  a  speedy  settlement  of  our  difi&culties 
and  the  restoration  of  an  honorable  peace,  that  Paredes  should  not  retain 
power  in  Mexico. 

Before  that  time  there  were  symptoms  of  a  revolution  in  Mexico, 
favored,  as  it  was  understood  to  be,  by  the  more  liberal  party,  and  espe- 
cially by  those  who  were  opposed  to  foreign  interference  and  to  the 
monarchical  form  of  government.  Santa  Anna  was  then  in  exile  in 
Havana,  having  been  expelled  from  power  and  banished  from  his  country 
by  a  revolution  which  occurred  in  December,  1844;  but  it  was  known 
that  he  had  still  a  considerable  party  in  his  favor  in  Mexico.  It  was 
also  equally  well  known  that  no  vigilance  which  could  be  exerted  by  our 
squadron  would  in  all  probability  have  prevented  him  from  effecting  a 
landing  somewhere  on  the  extensive  Gulf  coast  of  Mexico  if  he  desired 
to  return  to  his  country.  He  had  openly  professed  an  entire  change  of 
policy,  had  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  subverted  the  federal  con- 
stitution of  1824,  and  avowed  that  he  was  now  in  favor  of  its  restoration. 
He  had  publicly  declared  his  hostility,  in  strongest  terms,  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  monarchy  and  to  European  interference  in  the  affairs  of 
his  country.  Information  to  this  effect  had  been  received,  from  sources 
believed  to  be  reliable,  at  the  date  of  the  recognition  of  the  existence  of 
the  war  by  Congress,  and  was  afterwards  fully  confirmed  by  the  receipt 
of  the  dispatch  of  our  consul  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  Besides,  it  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  must  see  the  ruinous  consequences  to 
Mexico  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  and  that  it  would  be  his  interest 
to  favor  peace. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  and  upon  these  considerations  that 
it  was  deemed  expedient  not  to  obstruct  his  return  to  Mexico  should  he 
attempt  to  do  so.  Our  object  was  the  restoration  of  peace,  and,  with 
that  view,  no  reason  was  perceived  why  we  should  tak6  part  with  Paredes 
and  aid  him  by  means  of  our  blockade  in  preventing  the  return  of.  his 


492 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


rival  to  Mexico.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  believed  that  the  intestiae 
divisions  wliicli  ordinary  sagacity  could  not  but  anticipate  as  the  fniit 
of  Santa  Anna's  return  to  Mexico,  and  his  contest  with  Paredes,  might 
strongly  tend  to  produce  a  disposition  with  both  parties  to  restore  and 
preser\'e  peace  with  the  United  States.  Paredes  was  a  soldier  by  profes- 
sion atid  a  monarchist  in  principle.  He  had  but  recently  before  been 
successful  in  a  military  revolution,  by  which  he  had  obtained  power. 
He  was  the  sworn  enemy  of  the  United  States,  with  which  he  had 
involved  his  country  in  the  existing  war.  Santa  Anna  had  been  expelled 
from  power  by  the  army,  was  known  to  be  in  open  hostility  to  Paredes. 
and  publicly  pledged  against  foreign  intervention  and  the  restoration  of 
monarchy  in  Mexico.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  circumstances  it  was 
that  when  orders  were  issued  to  the  commander  of  our  naval  forces  iu 
the  Gulf,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  last,  the  same  day  on  which  the  exist- 
ence of  the  war  was  recognized  by  Congress,  to  place  the  coasts  of  Mex- 
ico under  blockade,  he  was  directed  not  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  Santa 
Anna  to  Mexico  sliould  he  attempt  to  return. 

A  revolution  took  place  iu  Mexico  iu  the  early  part  of  August  follow- 
ing, by  which  the  power  of  Paredes  was  overthrown,  and  he  has  since 
beeTi  banished  from  the  countrj',  and  is  now  in  exile.  Shortly  afterwards 
Santa  Aima  returned.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  his  return  may  not 
yet  prove  to  be  favorable  to  a  pacific  adjustment  of  the  existing  difficul- 
ties, it  being  manifestly  his  interest  not  to  persevere  iu  the  prosecution 
of  a  war  commenced  by  Paredes  to  accomplish  a  purpose  so  absurd  as  the 
reconquest  of  Texas  to  the  Sabine.  Had  Paredes  remained  in  power,  it 
is  morally  certain  that  any  pacific  adjustment  would  have  been  hopeless. 

Upon  the  commencenient  of  hostilities  by  Mexico  against  the  United 
States  the  indignant  spirit  of  the  nation  was  at  once  aroused.  Congress 
promptly  responded  to  the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  by  the  act  of 
the  13th  of  May  last  recognized  the  fact  that  war  existed,  by  the  act 
of  Mexico,  between  the  United  States  and  that  Republic,  and  granted  the 
means  necessary  for  its  vigorous  prosecution.  Being  involved  in  a  war 
thus  commenced  by  Mexico,  and  for  the  justice  of  wliich  on  our  part  we 
may  confidently  appeal  to  the  wliole  world,  I  resohed  to  prosecute  it  with 
the  utmost  vigor.  Accordingly  the  x>orts  of  Mexico  on  the  Gulf  and 
on  the  Pacific  have  been  placed  under  blockade  and  her  territory  invade^ 
at  several  important  points.  The  reports  from  the  Departments  of  W« 
and  of  the  Navy  will  inform  you  more  in  detail  of  the  measures  adoptei 
in  the  emergency  in  which  our  country  was  placed  and  of  the  gratifyiaj 
results  which  have  been  accomplished. 

The  various  columns  of  the  Army  have  performed  their  duty  undt 
greut  disadvantages  with  thi:  most  distinguished  skill  and  courage.  TB 
victories  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  and  of  Monterey,  \ 
against  greatly  superior  numliers  and  against  most  decided  advs 
iu  other  respects  ou  the  part  of  the  cuemy,  wert  brillianl  in  their  cx< 
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tion,  and  entitle  our  brave  oflBcers  and  soldiers  to  the  grateful  thanks  of 
their  country.  The  nation  deplores  the  loss  of  the  brave  oflBcers  and 
men  who  have  gallantly  fallen  while  vindicating  and  defending  their 
country's  rights  and  honor. 

It  is  a  subject  of  pride  and  satisfaction  that  our  volunteer  citizen 
soldiers,  who  so  promptly  responded  to  their  country's  call,  with  an 
experience  of  the  discipline  of  a  camp  of  only  a  few  weeks,  have  borne 
their  part  in  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Monterey  with  a  constancy  and 
courage  equal  to  that  of  veteran  troops  and  worthy  of  the  highest  admi- 
ration. The  privations  of  long  marches  through  the  enemy's  country 
and  through  a  wilderness  have  been  borne  without  a  murmtu*.  By  rapid 
movements  the  Province  of  New  Mexico,  with  Santa  Fe,  its  capital, 
has  been  captured  without  bloodshed.  The  Navy  has  cooperated  with 
the  Army  and  rendered  important*  services;  if  not  so  brilHant,  it  is  be- 
cause the  enemy  had  no  force  to  meet  them  on  their  own  element  and 
because  of  the  defenses  which  nature  has  interposed  in  the  diflBculties 
of  the  navigation  on  the  Mexican  coast.  Our  squadron  in  the  Pacific, 
with  the  cooperation  of  a  gallant  ofl&cer  of  the  Army  and  a  small  force 
hastily  collected  in  that  distant  country,  has  acquired  bloodless  posses- 
sion of  the  Califomias,  and  the  American  flag  has  been  raised  at  every 
important  point  in  that  Province. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  which  has  thus  attended  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  operations.  In  less  than  seven  months  after  Mexico 
commenced  hostilities,  at  a  time  selected  by  herself,  we  have  taken 
possession  of  many  of  her  principal  ports,  driven  back  and  pursued  her 
invading  army,  and  acquired  military  possession  of  the  Mexican  Prov- 
inces of  New  Mexico,  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  TamauHpas,  and  the  Cali- 
fomias, a  territory  larger  in  extent  than  that  embraced  in  the  original 
thirteen  States  of  the  Union,  inhabited  by  a  considerable  population,  and 
much  of  it  more  than  1,000  miles  from  the  points  at  which  we  had  to 
collect  our  forces  and  commence  otu-  movements.  By  the  blockade  the 
import  and  export  trade  of  the  enemy  has  been  cut  off.  Well  may  the 
American  people  be  proud  of  the  energy  and  gallantry  of  our  regular 
and  volunteer  ofl&cers  and  soldiers.  The  events  of  these  few  months 
afford  a  gratifying  proof  that  our  country  can  under  any  emergency  con- 
fidently rely  for  the  maintenance  of  her  honor  and  the  defense  of  her 
rights  on  an  effective  force,  ready  at  all  times  voluntarily  to  relinquish 
the  comforts  of  home  for  the  perils  and  privations  of  the  camp.  And 
though  such  a  force  may  be  for  the  time  expensive,  it  is  in  the  end  eco- 
nomical, as  the  ability  to  command  it  removes  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  and  proves  that  our  people 
love  their  institutions  and  are  ever  ready  to  defend  and  protect  them. 

While  the  war  was  in  a  course  of  vigorous  and  successful  prosecution, 
being  still  anxious  to  arrest  its  evils,  and  considering  that  after  the  bril- 
liant victories  of  our  arms  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  May  last  the  national 
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honor  could  not  be  compromitted  by  it.  another  overture  was  made  to 
Mexico,  by  my  direction,  on  the  27th  of  Jaly  last  to  terminate  hostilities 
by  a  peace  just  and  honorable  to  both  countries.  On  the  31st  of  August 
following  the  Mexican  Government  declined  to  accept  this  friendly  over- 
ture, but  referred  it  to  the  decision  of  a  Mexican  Congr^s  to  be  assem- 
bled m  the  early  part  of  the  present  month.  I  communicate  to  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  proposing  to 
reopen  negotiations,  of  the  answer  of  the  Mexican  Go\'emment,  and  of 
the  reply  thereto  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  war  will  continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  as  the  best  means 
of  securing  peace.     It  is  hoped  that  the  decision  of  the  Mexican  Congress, 
to  which  our  last  overture  has  been  referred,  may  result  in  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace.     With  our  experience,  however,  of  the  uiireasonal 
course  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  not  to  rel 
in  the  energy  of  our  military  operations  until  the  result  is  made  kni 
In  this  view  it  is  deemed  important  to  hold  military  possession  of  all 
Provinces  which  have  been  taken  imtil  a  definiti\-e  treaty  of  peace 
have  been  concluded  and  ratified  by  the  two  countries. 

The  war  has  not  been  waged  with  a  \iew  to  conquest,  but,  bavin)^ 
been  commenced  by  Mexico,  it  has  been  carried  into  the  enemy's  country 
and  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted  there  with  a  \-iew  to  obtain  an  hmor- 
able  peace,  and  thereby  secure  ample  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  as  well  as  to  our  much-injured  citizens,  who  bold  large  pecuniary 
demands  against  Mexico. 

By  the  laws  of  nations  a  conquered  country  is  subject  to  be  govenied 
by  the  conqueror  during  his  militarj'  possession  and  until  there  is  either 
a  treaty  of  peace  or  he  shall  voluntarily  withdraw  from  it.     The  old  civil 
government  Ix^ing  necessarily  superseded,  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
conqueror  to  secure  liis  conquest  and  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
civil  order  and  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants.     This  right  has  been  exer- 
cised and  this  duty  perfonned  by  our  military  and  naval  commanders  by 
the  establishment  of  temporary  governments  in  some  of  the  conqua 
Provinces  of  Mexico,  assimilating  them  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  fi 
institutions  of  our  own  country.     In  the  Provinces  of  New  Mexico  ai 
of  the  CaUfomias  little,  if  any,  further  resistance  is  apprehended  froi 
the  inhabitants  to  the  temporary  governments  which  have  thus,  from  tl 
necessity  of  the  case  and  according  to  the  laws  of  war,  been  establii 
It  may  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  security  of  these  important  conqm 
by  making  an  adequate  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  f( 
fications  and  defraying  the  expenses  necessarily  incident  to  the  tnaini 
tiance  of  our  possession  and  authority  over  them. 

Near  the  close  of  your  bst  session,  for  reasons  communicated  to 
gress,  I  deemed  it  important  as  a  measure  for  securing  a  speedy 
with  Mexico,  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  appropriated  and  placed 
the  power  of  the  Executive,  similar  to  that  which  had  l>een  made  U] 
two  former  occasions  during  the  Administration  uf  Pre.iide]it  JciTt 
\  36th  of  Fcb[uar> ,  1HCJ3,  iin  ajipi upriatiou  of  ]&3, 000,000 
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made  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President.  Its  object  is  well 
known.  It  was  at  that  time  in  contemplation  to  acquire  Louisiana  from 
France,  and  it  was  intended  to  be  applied  as  a  part  of  the  consideration 
which  might  be  paid  for  that  territory.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1806, 
the  same  sum  was  in  like  manner  appropriated,  with  a  view  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Floridas  from  Spain.  These  appropriations  were  made  to 
facilitate  negotiations  and  as  a  means  to  enable  the  President  to  accom- 
plish the  important  objects  in  view.  Though  it  did  not  become  neces- 
sary for  the  President  to  use  these  appropriations,  yet  a  state  of  things 
might  have  arisen  in  which  it  would  have  been  highly  important  for  him 
to  do  so,  and  the  wisdom  of  making  them  can  not  be  doubted.  It  is 
believed  that  the  measure  recommended  at  your  last  session  met  with 
the  approbation  of  decided  majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
Indeed,  in  different  forms,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $2,000,000 
passed  each  House,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  it  did  not  become 
a  law.  The  reasons  which  induced  me  to  recommend  the  measure  at 
that  time  still  exist,  and  I  again'  submit  the  subject  for  yotu-  considera- 
tion and  suggest  the  importance  of  early  action  upon  it.  Should  the 
appropriation  be  made  and  be  not  needed,  it  will  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury; should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  apply  it  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  will  be 
accounted  for  as  other  public  expenditures. 

Immediately  after  Congress  had  recognized  the  existence  of  the  war 
with  Mexico  my  attention  was  directed  td  the  danger  that  privateers 
might  be  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  to  prey  upon 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  I  invited  the  special  attention 
of  the  Spanish  Government  to  the  fourteenth  article  of  our  treaty  with 
that  power  of  the  27th  of  Ck:tober,  1795,  under  which  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  either  nation  who  shall  take  commissions  or  letters  of  marque 
to  act  as  privateers  against  the  other  ** shall  be  punished  as  pirates.*' 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  assurances 
from  the  Spanish  Government  that  this  article  of  the  treaty  shall  be 
faithfully  observed  on  its  part.  Orders  for  this  purpose  were  immedi- 
ately transmitted  from  that  Government  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico  to  exert  their  utmost  vigilance  in  preventing  any  attempts  to 
fit  out  privateers  in  those  islands  against  the  United  States.  From  the 
good  faith  of  Spain  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  this  treaty  will  be  executed 
in  its  spirit  as  well  as  its  letter,  whilst  the  United  States  will  on  their 
part  faithfully  perform  all  the  obligations  wliich  it  imposes  on  them. 

Information  has  been  recently  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
that  the  Mexican  Government  has  sent  to  Havana  blank  commissions 
to  privateers  and  blank  certificates  of  naturalization  signed  by  General 
Salas,  the  present  head  of  the  Mexican  Government.  There  is  also 
reason  to  apprehend  that  similar  documents  have  been  transmitted  to 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Copies  of  these  papers,  in  translation,  are 
herewith  transmitted. 
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As  the  preliminarios  required  by  the  practice  of  civilized  natiotis  for 
com  missioning  privateers  and  regulating  their  conduct  appear  not  to 
have  been  obsen-ed,  and  as  these  commissions  are  in  blank,  to  be  filled 
up  with  the  names  of  citizens  and  subjects  of  all  nations  who  may  be 
willing  to  purchase  them,  the  whole  proceeding  can  only  Ije  construed 
as  an  invitation  to  all  the  freebooters  upon  earth  who  are  willing  to  pay 
for  the  privilege  to  cruise  against  American  commerce.  It  will  be  for 
our  courts  of  justice  to  decide  whether  under  such  circumstances  these 
Mexican  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  shall  protect  those  wbo  accept 
theui,  and  commit  robberies  upon  the  high  seas  under  their  authoril 
from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  piracy. 

If  the  certificates  of  naturalization  thus  granted  be  intended  by  M< 
to  shield  Spanish  subjects  from  the  guilt  and  punishment  of  pirates  un< 
our  treaty  with  Spain,  they  will  certainly  prove  unavailing.    Such  a 
terfuge  would  be  but  a  weak  device  to  defeat  the  provisions  of  a  solemA 
treaty. 

I  recommend  that  Congress  should  immediately  provide  by  law  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  as  pirates  of  Spanish  subjects  who,  escaping  the  vigi- 
lance of  their  Government,  shall  be  found  guilty  of  privateering  against 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  apprehend  serious  danger  from  these  priva- 
teers. Our  Navy  will  be  constantly  on  the  alert  to  protect  our  commerce. 
Besides,  in  case  prizes  should  be  made  of  American  vessels,  the  utmost 
vigilance  will  be  exerted  by  our  blockading  squadron  to  prevent  the  cap- 
tors from  taking  them  into  Mexican  ports,  and  it  is  not  apprehended 
that  any  nation  will  violate  its  neutrality  by  suSering  such  prizes  to 
condemned  and  sold  within  its  jurisdiction, 

I  recommend  that  Congress  should  immediately  provide  by  law 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  vessels  under  the  Mexi- 
can flag.  It  is  true  that  there  are  but  few,  if  any,  commercial  vessels  of 
Mexico  upon  the  high  seas,  and  it  is  therefore  not  probable  that  many 
American  pri\-ateers  would  be  fitted  out  in  case  a  law  should  pass  autlior- 
izing  this  mode  of  warfare.  It  is,  notwithstanding,  certain  that  such 
privateers  may  render  good  service  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  by  recapturing  our  merchant  ships  should  any  be  taken 
armed  vessels  under  the  Mexican  flag,  as  well  as  by  capturing  these 
sels  themselves.  Every  means  within  our  power  should  be  rem 
available  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce. 

The  aiuiual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasiu?  will  exhiUt 
detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances,  Tjie  imports 
the  fiscal  year  ending  ou  the  30th  of  June  last  were  of  the  value 
$121,691,797,  of  which  the  amount  exjxjrted  was  $11,346,633,  leai 
the  amount  retained  in  the  country  for  domestic  consumption  $1 10, 
174.  The  value  of  the  exports  for  the  same  period  was  $■  13,488,5 
which  $ioz.t4i,895  consisted  of  domestic  productions  and  $11,346, 
of  foreigQ  articles. 
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The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  same  year  were  $29,499,247.06, 
of  which  there  was  derived  from  customs  $26,712,667.87,  from  the  sales 
of  public  lands  $2,694,452.48,  and  from  incidental  and  miscellaneous 
sources  $92,126.71.  The  expendittu-es  for  the  same  period  were  $28,- 
031,114.20,  and  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  day  of  July  last 
was  $9,126,439.08. 

The  amount  of  the  public  debt,  including  Treasury  notes,  on  the  ist  of 
the  present  month  was  $24,256,494.60,  of  which  the  sum  of  $17,788,- 
799.62  was  outstanding  on  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  leaving  the  amount 
incurred  since  that  time  $6,467,694.98. 

In  order  to  prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico  with  vigor  and  energy,  as 
the  best  means  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  termination,  a 
further  loan  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  expenditures  for  the  present 
and  the  next  fiscal  year.  If  the  war  should  be  continued  until  the  30th 
of  June,  1848,  being  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  it  is  estimated  that 
an  additional  loan  of  $23,000,000  will  be  required.  This  estimate  is 
made  upon  the  assumption  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  retain  constantly 
in  the  Treasury  $4,000,000  to  guard  against  contingencies.  If  such 
surplus  were  not  required  to  be  retained,  then  a  loan  of  $19,000,000 
would  be  sufficient.  If,  however,  Congress  should  at  the  present  session 
impose  a  revenue  duty  on  the  principal  articles  now  embraced  in  the  free 
list,  it  is  estimated  that  an  additional  annual  revenue  of  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  amounting,  it  is  estimated,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1848,  to 
$4,000,000,  would  be  derived  from  that  source,  and  the  loan  required 
would  be  reduced  by  that  amount.  It  is  estimated  also  that  should  Con- 
gress graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have 
been  long  in  the  market  the  additional  revenue  derived  from  that  source 
would  be  annually,  for  several  years  to  come,  between  half  a  million  and 
a  million  dollars;  and  the  loan  required  may  be  reduced  by  that  amount 
also.  Should  these  measures  be  adopted,  the  loan  required  would  not 
probably  exceed  $18,000,000  or  $19,000,000,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  a 
constant  surplus  of  $4,000,000.  The  loan  proposed,  it  is  estimated,  will 
be  sufficient  to  cover  the  necessary  expenditures  both  for  the  war  and 
for  all  other  piu-poses  up  to  the  30th  of  June,  1848,  and  an  amount  of 
this  loan  not  exceeding  one-half  may  be  required  during  the  present  fiscal 
year,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  during  the  first  half  of  the 
fiscal  year  succeeding. 

In  order  that  timely  notice  may  be  given  and  proper  measures  taken  to 
effect  the  loan,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  required,  it  is  important 
that  the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  it  be  given  at  an  early  period  of 
your  present  session.  It  is  suggested  that  the  loan  should  be  contracted 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  authority  to  purchase  the  stock  and 
pay  it  off  at  an  earlier  period  at  its  market  value  out  of  any  surplus 
which  may  at  any  time  be  in  the  Treasiuy  applicable  to  that  purpose. 
After  the  establishment  of  peace  with  Mexico,  it  is  supposed  that  a  con- 
siderable surplus  will  exist,  and  that  the  debt  may  be  extinguished  in 
a  much  shorter  period  than  that  for  which  it  may  be  contracted.  The 
M  P— vox,  IV— 3a 
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period  of  twenty  years,  as  tbat  for  wliich  the  proposed  loan  may  be  con- 
tracted, in  preference  to  a  shorter  period,  is  suggested,  because  all  expe- 
rience, both  at  home  and  abroad,  has  shown  Ibat  loans  are  effected  upon 
much  better  terms  upon  long  time  than  when  they  are  reimbursable  at 
short  dates. 

Necessary  as  tbis  measure  is  to  sustain  the  honor  and  the  interests 
of  the  country  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  it  is  not  doubted  but  that  Con- 
gress will  promptly  authorize  it. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  July  last  exceeded  $9,000,000, 
notwithstanding  considerable  expenditures  had  been  made  for  the  war 
during  the  months  of  May  and  June  preceding.  But  for  the  war  the 
whole  public  debt  could  and  would  ha\'e  been  extinguished  within  a 
short  period;  and  it  was  a  part  of  my  settled  policy  to  do  so,  and  thtis 
relieve  the  people  from  its  burden  and  place  the  Go\'emment  in  a  por- 
tion which  would  enable  it  to  reduce  the  public  expenditures  to  that 
economical  standard  which  is  most  consistent  with  the  general  welfare 
and  the  pure  and  wholesome  progress  of  our  institutions. 

Among  our  just  causes  of  complaint  against  Mexico  arising  out  of  her— 
refusal  to  treat  for  peace,  as  well  before  as  since  the  war  so  unjust^ 
commenced  on  her  part,  are  the  extraordinarj-  expenditures  in  which  v 
have  been  involved.     Justice  to  our  own  people  will  make  it  proper  t 
Mexico  should  be  held  responsible  for  these  expenditures. 

Economy  in  the  public  expenditures  is  at  all  times  a  high  duty  whicl 
all  public  functionaries  of  the  Government  owe  to  the  people.  Thirt" 
duty  becomes  the  more  imperative  in  a  period  of  war,  when  large  and 
extraordinary-  expenditures  become  unavoidable.  During  the  existence 
of  the  war  with  Mexico  all  our  resources  should  be  husbanded,  and  no 
appropriations  made  except  such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  its  vigor- 
ous prosecution  and  the  due  administration  of  the  Government.  Objects 
of  appropriation  which  in  peace  may  be  deemed  useful  or  proper,  but 
wliich  are  not  indispensable  for  the  public  service,  may  when  the  coun- 
trj'  is  engaged  in  a  foreign  war  be  well  postponed  to  a  future  period. 
By  the  observance  of  this  policy  at  your  present  session  large  amonnts 
may  be  saved  to  the  Treasury  and  be  applied  to  objects  of  pressing  a 
urgent  necessity,  and  thus  the  creation  of  a  corresponding  amount  < 
public  debt  may  be  avoided. 

It  is  not  meant  to  recommend  that  tlie  ordinary'  and  necessary  ap] 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government  should  be  withheld;  but  it  i 
well  known  that  at  every  session  of  Congress  appropriations  are  | 
posed  for  numerous  objects  which  may  or  may  not  be  made  witl 
materially  affecting  the  public  interests,  and  these  it  is  recoi 
should  not  be  granted. 

The  act  passed  at  your  last  session  '"reducing  the  duties  on  tmporls^ 
not  having  gone  into  operation  until  the  ist  of  the  present  month.  th« 

%  not  been  time  for  its  practical  effect  upon  the  reveuue  and  tbc  bu^ 
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Hess  of  the  country  to  be  developed.  It  is  not  doubted,  however,  that 
the  just  policy  which  it  adopts  will  add  largely  to  our  foreign  trade  and 
promote  the  general  prosperity.  Although  it  can  not  be  certainly  fore- 
seen what  amount  of  revenue  it  will  yield,  it  is  estimated  that  it  will 
exceed  that  produced  by  the  act  of  1842,  which  it  superseded.  The  lead- 
ing principles  established  by  it  are  to  levy  the  taxes  with  a  view  to  raise 
revenue  and  to  impose  them  upon  the  articles  imported  according  to 
their  actual  value. 

The  act  of  1842,  by  the  excessive  rates  of  duty  which  it  imposed  on 
many  articles,  either  totally  excluded  them  from  importation  or  greatly 
reduced  the  amount  imported,  and  thus  diminished  instead  of  producing 
revenue.  By  it  the  taxes  were  imposed  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose 
of  raising  revenue,  but  to  afford  advantages  to  favored  classes  at  the 
expense  of  a  large  majority  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Those  employed 
in  agriculture,  mechanical  pursuits,  commerce,  and  navigation  were  com- 
pelled to  contribute  from  their  substance  to  swell  the  profits  and  over- 
grown wealth  of  the  comparatively  few  who  had  invested  their  capital 
in  manufactures.  The  taxes  were  not  levied  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  articles  upon  which  they  were  imposed,  but,  widely  departing 
from  this  just  rule,  the  lighter  taxes  were  in  many  cases  levied  upon 
articles  of  luxtuy  and  high  price  and  the  heavier  taxes  on  those  of 
necessity  and  low  price,  consumed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  It 
was  a  system  the  inevitable  effect  of  which  was  to  relieve  favored  classes 
and  the  wealthy  few  from  contributing  their  just  proportion  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  and  to  lay  the  burden  on'the  labor  of  the  many 
engaged  in  other  pursuits  than  manufacttwes. 

A  system  so  unequal  and  unjust  has  been  superseded  by  the  exist- 
ing law,  which  imposes  duties  not  for  the  benefit  or  injury  of  classes  or 
pursuits,  but  distributes  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  equalizes  the  public 
btu-dens  among  all  classes  and  occupations.  The  favored  classes  who 
under  the  unequal  and  unjust  system  which  has  been  repealed  have  here- 
tofore realized  large  profits,  and  many  of  them  amassed  large  fortunes 
at  the  expense  of  the  many  who  have  been  made  tributary  to  them,  will 
have  no  reason  to  complain  if  they  shall  be  required  to  bear  their  just 
proportion  of  the  taxes  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government.  So  far 
from  it,  it  will  be  perceived  by  an  examination  of  the  existing  law  that 
discriminations  in  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  within  the  revenue  principle 
have  been  retained  in  their  favor.  The  incidental  aid  against  foreign 
competition  which  they  still  enjoy  gives  them  an  advantage  which  no 
other  pursuits  possess,  but  of  this  none  others  will  complain,  because 
the  duties  levied  are  necessary  for  revenue.  These  revenue  duties, 
including  freights  and  charges,  which  the  importer  must  pay  before  he 
can  come  in  competition  with  the  home  manufacturer  in  our  markets, 
amount  on  nearly  all  our  leading  branches  of  manufacture  to  more 
than  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  imported  article,  and  in  some  cases  tQ 
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almost  one-lialf  its  value,     With  such  advantages  it  is  not  doubted  that 
our  domestic  manufacturers  will  continue  to  prosper,  realizing  in  well- 
conducted  establishments  even  greater  profits  than  can  be  deri\*ed  from 
any  other  regular  business.     Indeed,  so  far  from  requiring  the  protection 
of  even  incidental  re\-enue  duties,  our  manufacturers  in  several  leading 
branches  are  extending  lUeir  business,  giving  evidence  of  great  inge- 
nuity and  skill  and  of  their  ability  to  compete,  with  increased  prospect 
of  success,  for  the  open  market  of  the  world.     Domestic  manufactures 
to  the  value  of  several  millions  of  dollars,  which  can  not  find  a  market  at| 
home,  are  annually  exported  to  foreign  countries.     With  such  rates  < 
duty  as  those  established  by  the  existing  law  the  system  will  probablJ^ 
be  permanent,  and  capitalists  who  are  made  or  shall  hereafter  make  thetf 
investments  in  manufactures  will  know  upon  what  to  rely.     The  conn- 
try  will  be  satisfied  with  these  rates,  because  the  advantages  which  tlie 
manufacturers  .still  enjoy  result  necessarily  from  the  collection  of  re\'e 
nue  for  the  support  of  Government.      High  protective  duties,  from  th« 
unjust  operation  upon  the  masses  of  the  people,  can  not  fail  to  give  r 
to  extensive  dissatisfaction   and   complaint   and  to  constant   efforts   I 
change  or  repeal  them,  rendering  all  investments  in  manufactures  uncei 
lain  and  precarious.     Lower  and  more  permanent  rates  of  duty,  at  tbi 
same  time  that  they  will  yield  to  the  manufacturer  fair  and  remtmCTat-* 
ing  profits,  will  secure  him  against  the  danger  of  frequent  changes  in 
the  system,  which  can  not  fail  to  niinonsly  affect  his  interests. 

Simultaneously  with  the  relaxation  of  the  restrictive  policy  by  t 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  from  whose  example  we  derived  the  &>■* 
tem,  has  relaxed  hers.  She  has  modified  her  com  laws  and  reduce 
many  other  duties  tn  moderate  revenue  rates.  After  ages  of  experience* 
the  statesmen  of  that  country  have  been  constrained  by  a  sleru  necessity 
and  by  a  public  opinion  ba\nug  its  deep  foundation  in  the  sufferings  and 
wants  of  impoverished  millions  to  abandon  a  sj-stem  the  effect  of  which 
was  to  build  up  immense  fortunes  in  the  hands  of  the  few  and  to  reduce 
the  laboring  millions  to  pauperism  and  misery.  Nearly  in  the  same  ratio 
that  labor  was  depressed  capital  was  increased  and  concentrated  by  t 
British  protective  policy. 

The  evils  of  the  system  in  Great  Britain  were  at  length  rendered  intol^ 
erable,  and  it  lias  been  abandoned,  hut  not  without  a  severe  struggle 
the  part  of  the  protected  and  favored  classes  to  retain  the  unjust  advi 
tages  which  they  have  so  long  enjoyed.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  | 
similar  struggle  would  be  made  hy  the  same  classes  in  the  United  Statd 
whenever  an  attempt  was  made  to  modify  or  abohsli  the  some  uiiju 
system  here.  The  protective  policy  had  been  in  operation  in  the  Uni 
States  for  a  much  shorter  period,  and  its  pernicious  effects  were  nol 
therefore,  so  clearly  perceived  and  felt,  Enough,  however,  was  knot 
of  these  effects  to  induce  its  rei>cal. 

It  would  be  strange  if  in  the  face  of  the  example  of  Great  Sfi 
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our  principal  foreign  customer,  and  of  the  evils  of  a  system  rendered 
manifest  in  that  country  by  long  and  painful  experience,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  immense  advantages  which  under  a  more  liberal  commercial  policy 
we  are  already  deriving,  and  must  continue  to  derive,  by  supplying  her 
starving  population  with  food,  the  United  States  should  restore  a  policy 
which  she  has  been  compelled  to  abandon,  and  thus  diminish  her  ability 
to  purchase  from  us  the  food  and  other  articles  which  she  so  much  needs 
and  we  so  much  desire  to  sell.  By  the  simultaneous  abandonment  of  the 
protective  policy  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  new  and  impor- 
tant markets  have  already  been  opened  for  our  agricultural  and  other 
products,  commerce  and  navigation  have  received  a  new  impulse,  labor 
and  trade  have  been  released  from  the  artificial  trammels  which  have  so 
long  fettered  them,  and  to  a  great  extent  reciprocity  in  the  exchange  of 
commodities  has  been  introduced  at  the  same  time  by  both  countries,  and 
greatly  for  the  benefit  of  both.  Great  Britain  has  been  forced  by  the 
pressure  of  circumstances  at  home  to  abandon  a  policy  which  has  been 
upheld  for  ages,  and  to  open  hfer  markets  for  our  immense  surplus  of 
breadstuffs,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  other  powers  of  Europe 
will  ultimately  see  the  wisdom,  if  they  be  not  compelled  by  the  pauperism 
and  sufferings  of  their  crowded  population,  to  pursue  a  similar  policy. 

Our  farmers  are  more  deeply  interested  in  maintaining  the  just  and 
liberal  policy  of  the  existing  law  than  any  other  class  of  our  citizens. 
They  constitute  a  large  majority  of  our  population,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  when  they  prosper  all  other  pursuits  prosper  also.  They  have  here- 
tofore not  only  received  none  of  the  bounties  or  favors  of  Government, 
but  by  the  unequal  operations  of  the  protective  policy  have  been  made 
by  the  burdens  of  taxation  which  it  imposed  to  contribute  to  the  boun- 
ties which  have  enriched  others. 

When  a  foreign  as  well  as  a  home  market  is  opened  to  them,  they  must 
receive,  as  they  are  now  receiving,  increased  prices  for  their  products. 
They  will  find  a  readier  sale,  and  at  better  prices,  for  their  wheat,  flour, 
rice,  Indian  com,  beef,  pork,  lard,  butter,  cheese,  and  other  articles  which 
they  produce.  The  home  market  alone  is  inadequate  to  enable  them  to 
dispose  of  the  immense  surplus  of  food  and  other  articles  which  they  are 
capable  of  producing,  even  at  the  most  reduced  prices,  for  the  manifest 
reason  that  they  can  not  be  consumed  in  the  country.  The  United  States 
can  from  their  immense  surplus  supply  not  only  the  home  demand,  but 
the  deficiencies  of  food  required  by  the  whole  world. 

That  the  reduced  production  of  some  of  the  chief  articles  of  food 
in  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  of  Europe  may  have  contributed  to 
increase  the  demand  for  our  breadstuffs  and  provisions  is  not  doubted, 
but  that  the  great  and  efficient  cause  of  this  increased  demand  and  of 
increased  prices  consists  in  the  removal  of  artificial  restrictions  hereto- 
fore imposed  is  deemed  to  be  equally  certain.  That  our  exports  of  food, 
already  increase  and  ingreasin^  beyond  former  example  under  the  mpre 
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liberal  policy  which  has  been  adopted,  will  be  still  vastly  enlarged  unless 
they  be  checked  or  prevented  by  a  restoration  of  the  protective  policy 
can  not  be  doubted.  Thai  our  commercial  and  navigating  interests 
will  be  enlarged  in  a  corresponding  ratio  with  the  increase  of  our  trade 
is  etiually  certain,  while  our  manufacturing  interests  will  still  be  the 
favored  interests  of  the  country  and  receive  the  incidental  protection 
afforded  them  by  revenue  duties;  and  more  than  this  they  can  not  justly 
demand. 

In  my  annual  message  of  December  last  a  tariff  of  re\'enue  duties 
based  upon  the  principles  of  the  existing  taw  was  recommended,  and  I 
have  seeu  no  reason  to  change  the  opinions  then  expressed.  In  view  of 
the  probable  beneficial  effects  of  that  law,  I  recommend  that  the  policy 
established  by  it  lje  maintained.  It  has  but  just  commenced  to  operate, 
and  to  abandon  or  modify  it  without  giving  it  a  fair  trial  would  be  inex- 
pedient and  unwise.  Should  defects  iu  any  of  its  details  be  ascertained, 
by  actual  experience  to  exist,  tljese  may  be  hereafter  corrected;  but  u 
such  defects  shall  become  mauifest  the  act  should  be  fairly  tested. 

It  is  submitted  for  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  proper,  1 
as  a  war  measure,  to  impose  revenue  duties  on  some  of  the  articles  now 
embraced  in  the  free  list.     Should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  impose  such 
duties  with  a  view  to  j-aise  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war  with 
Mexico  or  to  avoid  to  that  extent  the  creation  of  a  public  debt,  they  mayj 
be  repealed  when  the  emergency  which  gave  rise  to  them  shall  cease  tofl 
exist,  and  constitute  no  part  of  the  permanent  policy  of  the  country. 

The  act  of  the  6th  of  August  last,  "to  pro%-ide  for  the  better  organi- 
zation of  the  Treasurj'  and  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, ' '  has  been  carried  into  execution  a 
rapidly  as  the  delay  necessarily  arising  out  of  the  appointment  of  a 
officers,  taking  and  approving  their  bonds,  and  preparing  arid  s 
proper  places  for"  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  would  permit^ 
It  is  not  proposed  to  depart  in  any  respect  from  the  principles  or  poli< 
on  which  this  great  measure  is  founded.  There  are,  hovrever,  defects  ii 
the  details  of  the  measure,  de\elopeiI  by  its  practical  operation,  whicl 
are  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj-.  i 
which  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited.  These  defects  would  imp: 
to  some  extent  the  successful  operation  of  the  law  at  all  times,  but  an 
especially  embarrassing  when  the  country  is  engaged  in  a  war,  when  t 
expenditures  are  greatly  increased,  when  loans  are  to  be  effected  and 
the  disbursements  are  to  be  made  at  points  many  hundred  miles  distantj 
in  some  cases,  from  any  depository,  and  a  large  portion  of  them  in  i 
foreign  couutrj'.  The  modifications  suggested  in  the  report  of  the  S 
relarj-  of  the  Treasury  are  recommended  to  your  favorable  consideration.  I 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  invite  your  attention  to  ihe  ii 
tance  of  establishing  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  Nei 
York.     Two-thirds  of  llie  revenue  derived  from  customs  being  c 
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at  that  point,  the  demand  for  specie  to  pay  the  duties  will  be  large,  and 
a  branch  mint  where  foreign  coin  and  bullion  could  be  immediately 
converted  into  American  coin  would  greatly  faciUtate  the  transaction  of 
the  public  business,  enlarge  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  and  be 
at  the  same  time  a  safe  depository  of  the  pubUc  money. 

The  importance  of  graduating  and  reducing  the  price  of  such  of  the 
pubhc  lands  as  have  been  long  offered  in  the  market  at  the  minimiun 
rate  authorized  by  existing  laws,  and  remain  unsold,  induces  me  again 
to  recommend  the  subject  to  your  favorable  consideration.  Many  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  these  lands  have  been  offered  in  the  market  for  more 
than  thirty  years  and  larger  quantities  for  more  than  ten  or  twenty 
years,  and,  being  of  an  inferior  quaUty,  they  must  remain  unsalable  for 
an  indefinite  period  unless  the  price  at  which  they  may  be  piu'chased 
shall  be  reduced.  To  place  a  price  upon  them  above  their  real  value  is 
not  only  to  prevent  their  sale,  and  thereby  deprive  the  Treasury  of  any 
income  from  that  source,  but  is  unjust  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie, 
because  it  retards  their  growth  and  increase  of  population,  and  because 
they  have  no  power  to  levy  a  tax  upon  them  as  upon  other  lands  within 
their  limits,  held  by  other  proprietors  than  the  United  States,  for  the 
support  of  their  local  governments. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  the  graduation  principle  have  been  realized 
by  some  of  the  States  owning  the  lands  within  their  limits  in  which  it 
has  been  adopted.  They  have  been  demonstrated  also  by  the  United 
States  acting  as  the  trustee  of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  sale 
of  their  lands  lying  within  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  The 
Chickasaw  lands,  which  would  not  command  in  the  market  the  minimum 
price  established  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  sale  of  their 
lands,  were,  in  piu'suance  of  the  treaty  of  1834  with  that  tribe,  subse- 
quently offered  for  sale  at  graduated  and  reduced  rates  for  limited  periods. 
The  result  was  that  large  quantities  of  these  lands  were  purchased  which 
would  otherwise  have  remained  unsold.  The  lands  were  disposed  of  at 
their  real  value,  and  many  persons  of  Umited  means  were  enabled  to 
purchase  small  tracts,  upon  which  they  have  settled  with  their  families. 
That  similar  results  would  be  produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  gradua- 
tion policy  by  the  United  States  in  all  the  States  in  which  they  are  the 
owners  of  large  bodies  of  lands  which  have  been  long  in  the  market  can 
not  be  doubted.  It  can  not  be  a  sound  policy  to  withhold  large  quan- 
tities of  the  public  lands  from  the  use  and  occupation  of  our  citizens  by 
fixing  upon  them  prices  which  experience  has  shown  they  will  not  com- 
mand. On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  wise  policy  to  afford  faciUties  to  our 
citizens  to  become  the  owners  at  low  and  moderate  rates  of  freeholds  of 
their  own  instead  of  being  the  tenants  and  dependents  of  others.  If  it 
be  apprehended  that  these  lands  if  reduced  in  price  would  be  secured  in 
large  quantities  by  speculators  or  capitaUsts,  the  sales  may  be  restricted 
in  limited  quantities  to  actual  settlers  or  persons  purchasing  for  purposes 
of  cujltivati9a^ 
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lu  my  last  annual  message  I  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  present  syslem  of  managing  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  recommended  that  they  should  be  brought  into  market  and 
sold  upon  such  terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  might  pre- 
scribe. By  the  act  of  the  iith  of  July  last  "the  reser\-ed  lead  mines 
and  contiguous  lands  in  the  Stales  of  Illinois  and  Arkansas  and  Terri- 
tories of  Wisconsin  and  loiiva"  were  authorized  to  be  sold.  The  act  is 
confined  in  its  operation  to  "lead  mines  and  contiguous  lands."  A 
large  portion  of  the  public  lands,  containing  copper  and  other  ores,  is 
represented  to  be  ver>-  valuable,  and  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
authorizing  the  sale  of  these  lands  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
from  their  supposed  value  may  in  tlie  judgment  of  Congress  be  deemed 
advisable,  ha\-ing  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  such  of  our  citizens  as 
may  be  located  upon  them. 

It  will  \y£  important  during  your  present  session  to  establish  a  Terri- 
torial goveniment  and  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Our  laws  regulating  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  east  of  tlie  Rocky  Mountains  should  be 
extended  to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and  for  the  purpose  of  executing  them 
and  preserving  friendly  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  «ithin  our  limits, 
an  additional  number  of  Indian  agencies  n-ill  be  required,  and  should  be 
authorized  by  law.  The  establishment  of  custom-houses  and  of  post- 
ofGces  and  post-roads  and  provision  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
on  such  routes  as  the  public  convenience  will  surest  require  legislatii 
authority.  It  will  be  proper  also  to  estabUsh  a  surveyor-general's  ol 
in  that  Territorj'  and  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for  surveying 
public  lands  and  bringing  them  into  market.  As  our  citizens  who  m 
reside  in  that  distant  region  have  been  subjected  to  many  hardships,  pri- 
vations, and  sacrifices  in  their  emigration,  and  by  their  improvements 
have  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
settlements,  it  is  recommended  that  liberal  grants  be  made  to  them  of 
such  portions  of  these  lands  as  they  may  occupy,  and  that  similar  grants 
or  rights  of  preemption  be  made  to  all  who  may  emigrate  thither  within 
a  limited  period,  prescribed  by  law. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  contains  detailed  information  rela- 
tive to  the  several  branches  of  the  public  service  connected  with 
Department.     The  operations  of  the  Army  have  been  of  a  sati^at 
and  highly  gratifying  character.     I  recommend  to  your  earl>'  and  {ai 
able  consideration  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  ft 
speedily  filling  up  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Regular  Army,  for  its  greater 
efficiency  in  the  field,  and  for  raising  an  additional  force  to  serve  daring 
the  war  with  Mexico. 

EmharrassineiU  is  likely  lo  arise  for  want  of  legal  provision  autllor- 
i/ing  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  agents  employed  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories  to  pay  the  Revolauonar>'  and  other  pensioners 
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amounts  allowed  them  by  law.  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  this  subject.  These  agents  incur 
heavy  responsibilities  and  perform  important  duties,  and  no  reason  exists 
why  they  should  not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  to  compensation 
with  other  disbursing  ofl&cers. 

Our  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  continue  to  be  of  a  pa- 
cific character.  The  unhappy  dissensions  ^hich  have  existed  among  the 
Cherokees  for  many  years  past  have  been  healed.  Since  my  last  annual 
message  important  treaties  have  been  negotiated  with  some  of  the  tribes, 
by  which  the  Indian  title  to  large  tracts  of  valuable  land  within  the 
limits  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  extinguished  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  removing  them  to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
Between  3,000  and  4,000  of  different  tribes  have  been  removed  to  the 
country  provided  for  them  by  treaty  stipulations,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  others  to  follow. 

In  our  intercourse  with  the  several  tribes  particular  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  important  subject  of  education.  The  number  of  schools 
established  among  them  has  been  increased,  and  additional  means  pro- 
vided not  only  for  teaching  them  the  rudiments  of  education,  but  of 
instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  satisfactory 
view  of  the  operations  of  the  Department  under  his  charge  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  while  the  war  with  Mexico 
has  rendered  it  necessary  to  employ  an  unusual  number  of  our  armed  ves- 
sels on  her  coasts,  the  protection  due  to  our  commerce  in  other  quarters 
of  the  world  has  not  proved  iusufl&cient.  No  means  will  be  spared  to 
give  eflSciency  to  the  naval  service  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war;  and  I 
am  happy  to  know  that  the  officers  and  men  anxiously  desire  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  service  of  their  country  in  any  enterprise,  however 
difficult  of  execution. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  proposition  to  add  to 
each  of  our  foreign  squadrons  an  efficient  sea  steamer,  and,  as  especially 
demanding  attention,  the  establishment  at  Pensacola  of  the  necessary 
means  of  repairing  and  refitting  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  employed  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

There  are  other  suggestions  in  the  report  which  deserve  and  I  doubt 
not  will  receive  your  consideration. 

The  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service  for  the  past  year  are 
fully  presented  in  the  rejfort  of  the  Postmaster-General.  The  revenue  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June  last  amounted  to  $3,487,199,  which 
is  $802,642.45  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  payments  for 
that  Department  during  the  same  time  amounted  to  $4,084,297^.22.  Of 
this  sum  $597,097.80  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  The  disburse- 
ments for  the  year  were  $236,434.77  less  than  those  of  the  preceding 
year.  While  the  disbursements  have  been  thus  diminished,  the  mail  fa- 
cilities have  been  enlarged  by  new  mail  routes  of  5,739  miles,  an  increase 
pf  transportation  of  1,764,145  miles,  and  the  e^tabli^iment  of  418  new 
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post-ofBces.  Contractors,  postmasters,  and  others  engaged  in  this  branch 
of  the  service  have  performed  their  duties  with  energy'  and  faithfulness 
deserving  commendation.  For  many  interesting  details  connected  with 
the  operations  of  this  estabhshment  you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster- General,  and  his  suggestions  for  improving  its  revenues  are 
recommended  to  your  favorable  consideration.  I  repeat  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  my  last  annual  message  that  the  business  of  tliis  Department 
should  be  so  regulated  that  the  revenues  derived  from  it  should  be  made 
to  equal  the  expenditures,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  may  be  done  by 
proper  modifications  of  the  present  laws,  as  suggested  in  the  report  of 
the  Post  master- General,  without  changing  the  present  rates  of  postage. 

With  full  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  your  delibera- 
tions, it  will  be  my  dutj',  as  it  will  be  my  anxious  deare,  to  cooperate 
with  you  in  every  constitutional  effort  to  promote  the  welfare  and  main- 
tain  the  honor  of  our  common  country,  .  a  xruc  v  poLK 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  if,  1S46. 


I 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  and  advice  with  regard 
to  its  ratification,  a  convention  for  the  mutual  surrender  of  criminals 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Swiss  Confederation,  signed  by  their 
respective  plenipotentiaries  on  the  15th  of  September  last  at  Paris. 

1  transmit  also  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Deamber  22,  1846. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant,  I  communicate  herewith 
reports  from  the  Secretarj'  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
the  dociunents  which  accompany  them. 

These  documents  contain  all  the  "orders  or  instructions"  to  any  mili- 
tar>',  naval,  or  other  officer  of  the  Government  "in  relation  to  thee 
lishment  or  organization  of  ci\il  govenunent  in  any  portion  of  the  tq 
ritory  of  Mexico  which  has  or  might  be  takeu  possesdon  of  by  the  I. 
or  Navy  of  the  United  Stales." 

These  orders  and  instructions  were  given  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  t! 
rights  of  a  belligerent  engaged  in  actual  war  over  such  portions  of  the  tq 
titor^  gf  our  eoemy  as  \if  military  conquest  might  be  ' '  taken  f 
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of ' '  and  be  occupied  by  our  armed  forces — rights  necessarily  resulting 
from  a  state  of  war  and  clearly  recognized  by  the  laws  of  nations.  This 
was  all  the  authority  which  could«be  delegated  to  our  military  and  naval 
commanders,  and  its  exercise  was  indispensable  to  the  secure  occupa- 
tion and  possession  of  territory  of  the  enemy  which  might  be  conquered. 
The  regulations  authorized  were  temporary,  and  dependent  on  the  rights 
acquired  by  conquest.  They  were  authorized  as  belligerent  rights,  and 
were  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  military  or  naval  ofl&cers.  They  were 
but  the  amehoration  of  martial  law,  which  modem  civilization  requires, 
and  were  due  as  well  to  the  secturity  of  the  conquest  as  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  conquered  territory. 

The  documents  communicated  also  contain  the  reports  of  several 
highly  meritorious  officers  of  our  Army  and  Navy  who  have  conquered 
and  taken  possession  of  portions  of  the  enemy's  territory. 

Among  the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  will  be  found  a  *  *  form  of  government ' '  *  'established  and  organized ' ' 
by  the  military  commander  who  conquered  and  occupied  with  his  forces 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  This  document  was  received  at  the  War 
Department  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  month,  and,  as  will  be  perceived 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  not,  for  the  reasons  stated  by 
that  officer,  brought  to  my  notice  until  after  my  annual  message  of  the 
8th  instant  was  communicated  to  Congress. 

It  is  declared  on  its  face  to  be  a  *  *  temporary  government  of  the  said 
Territory,"  but  there  are  portions  of  it  which  purport  to  ^'establish  and 
organize"  a  permanent  Territorial  government  of  the  United  States  over 
the  Territory  and  to  impart  to  its  inhabitants  political  rights  which 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  can  be  enjoyed  permanently 
only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  have  not  been  **  approved 
and  recognized"  by  me.  Such  organized  regulations  as  have  been  es- 
tablished in  any  of  the  conquered  territories  for  the  seciuity  of  our  con- 
quest, for  the  preservation  of  order,  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  for  depriving  the  enemy  of  the  advantages  of  these  ter- 
ritories while  the  military  possession  of  them  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  continues  will  be  recognized  and  approved. 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  who  have  been 
required  by  the  success  which  has  crowned  their  arms  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  temporary  government  over  the  conquered  territories  that  if 
any  excess  of  power  has  been  exercised  the  departure  has  been  the  off- 
spring of  a  patriotic  desire  to  give  to  the  inhabitants  the  privileges  and 
immunities  so  cherished  by  the  people  of  our  own  country,  and  which 
they  believed  calculated  to  improve  their  condition  and  promote  their 
prosperity.  Any  such  excess  has  resulted  in  no  practical  injury,  but  can 
and  will  be  early  corrected  in  a  manner  to  alienate  as  little  as  possible 
the  ^ood  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  territory. 

JAMBS  K.  POI.K. 
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Washington,  December  jp,  18^6. 
To  Uie  Senaie  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  order  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Mexico  with  vigor  and  s 
it  is  necessary  that  authority  should  be  promptly  given  by  Congress  to 
increase  the  Regular  Armj'  and  to  remedy  existing  defects  in  its  organi- 
zation. With  this  view  your  favorable  attention  is  invited  to  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  accompanied  my  message  of  the 
8th  instant,  in  wliich  he  recommends  that  ten  additional  regiments  of 
regular  troops  shall  be  raised,  to  serve  during  the  war. 

Of  the  additional  regiments  of  volunteers  which  have  been  called  foi 
from  several  of  the  States,  some  have  been  promptly  raised;  but  this  h 
not  been  tbe  case  in  regard  to  all.    The  existing  law,  requiring  that  thi 
should  be  organized  by  the  independent  action  of  the  State  govemmentH 
has  iu  some  instances  occasioned  considerable  delay,  and  it  is  yet  u 
taiu  when  the  troops  required  can  be  ready  for  service  in  the  field. 

It  is  our  settled  policy  to  maintain  in  time  of  peace  as  small  a  Regular 
Army  as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  will  permit.  In  a  state 
of  war,  notwithstanding  the  great  advantage  with  which  our  volunteer 
citizen  soldiers  can  be  brought  into  the  field,  this  small  Regular  Army 
must  be  increased  in  its  numbers  in  order  to  render  the  whole  force 
more  efiicieut. 

Additional  officers  as  well  as  men  then  become  indispensable.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  our  service  a  peculiar  propriety  exists  for  increas- 
ing the  officers,  especially  in  the  higher  grades.  The  number  of  such 
officers  who  from  age  and  other  causes  are  rendered  incapable  of  active 
ser\'ice  in  the  field  has  seriously  impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  Army. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  appears  that  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  regimental  field  officers  are  either  per- 
manently disabled  or  are  necessarily  detached  from  their  commands  on 
other  duties.  The  long  enjoyment  of  peace  has  prevented  us  from 
experiencing  much  embarrassment  from  this  cause,  but  now,  in  a  state  J 
of  war,  conducted  in  a  foreign  country,  it  has  produced  serious  injury  ttfl 
the  public  service. 

An  efficient  organization  of  the  Army,  composed  of  regulars  and  volun- 
teers, whilst  prosecuting  the  war  in  Mexico,  it  is  believed  would  require 
the  appointment  of  a  general  officer  to  take  the  command  of  all  our  mili- 
tary forces  in  the  field.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  services  of 
such  an  officer  would  no  longer  be  necessary,  and  should  be  dispensed 
with  upon  the  reduction  of  the  Army  to  a  peace  establishment, 

I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  li>'  law  for  the  appointment  oL 
such  a  general  officer  to  serve  during  the  war. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  early  action  should  be  had  \ 
Congress  upon  the  suggestions  submitted  for  their  consideration, 
necessary  to  insure  active  and  efficient  service  in  prosecuting  the  war.  I 
fore  the  present  favorable  season  for  military  operations  in  tbe  enem^ 
country  ifa^  have  posiri  away,  j^^j^jg  ^  pQj_^ 
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Washington, /^i««^iry  4.,  1847. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Postmaster-General,  which 
contains  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  1 6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  means  which  have  been  taken  for  the 
transmission  of  letters  and  papers  to  and  from  the  oflScers  and  soldiers 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico.  In  answer  to  the 
inquiry  whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  the  speedy  trans- 
mission and  delivery  of  such  letters  and  papers,  I  refer  you  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Postmaster-General,  which  are  recommended  to  your 
favorable  consideration.  ]AMES  K.  POI<K. 

Washington,  January  11,  1847, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  ultimo,  calling 
for  information  relative  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with 
the  RepubUc  of  New  Granada  signed  on  the  20th  of  December,  1844, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ^AMBS  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /^iwi^ry  /p,  1847. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  with  the  accom- 
panying report  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th 
instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House  "the 
whole  number  of  volunteers  which  have  been  mustered  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  since  the  ist  day  of  May  last,  designating  the 
number  mustered  for  three  months,  six  months,  and  twelve  months; 
the  number  of  those  who  have  been  discharged  before  they  served  two 
months,  number  discharged  after  two  months'  service,  and  the  number  of 
volunteer  ofiScers  who  have  resigned,  and  the  dates  of  their  resignations." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /fl««^iry  20,  1847. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  received  from  the  president  of  the 
convention  of  delegates  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  transmitting  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  in  convention  assembled^  also  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  providing  for  the  calling  of  said 
convention,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  last  census,  showing  the  number  of 
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inhabitants  in  said  Territorj-,  requesting  the  President  to  ' '  lay  the  same 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  the  request  that  Congress 
act  upon  the  same  at  its  present  session.' ' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


WashinoTON, /aKwary  jy.  1S4J. 
To  ike  House  of  RepresenfaHvti  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasoiy, 
accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasurj'  prepared  iti 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th 
instant,  requesting  the  President  "to  furnish  the  House  with  a  statement 
showing  the  whole  amount  allowed  and  paid  at  the  Treasury  during  the 
year  ending  30th  Jime,  1846,  for  postages  of  the  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  and  for  the  several  officers  and  persons  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  3d  March,  1846,  to  send  or  receive  matter  through  the 
mails  free,  including  the  amount  allowed  or  allowable,  if  charged  in 
the  postages  of  any  officers  or  agents,  militar>'.  naval,  or  civil,  employed 
in  or  by  any  of  said  Departments. ' '  It  will  be  percei\'ed  that  said  state- 
ment is  as  full  and  accurate  as  can  be  made  during  the  present  ses^on 
of  Congress.  ^^^^  ^  p^LK. 

Washington,  yuwMtrrj'  so.  1847. 
To  Ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  together 
with  reports  of  the  Adjutant- Genera!  and  Pa j-master- General  of  the 
Army,  tn  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  20th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House 
"whether  any,  and.  if  any.  which,  of  the  Representatives  named  in  the 
list  annexed  have  held  any  ofBce  or  offices  under  the  United  States  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress,  designating  the  office 
or  offices  held  byeach,  and  whether  the  same  are  now  so  held,  and  iodnd- 
ing  in  said  information  the  names  of  all  who  are  now  serving  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  as  officers  and  receiving  pay  as  such,  and  when  and 
by  whom  they  were  commissioned. "  TAMES  K   POLK 


WASnWftTrts.  Fehniary  3,  1847. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Se^^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  1 
resolution  of  llie  Senate  ' '  requeslitig  the  President  to  inform  the  Seni 
whether  any  funds  of  the  Oovenimcnt,  and.  if  any,  what  amottot,  had 
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been  remitted  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  New  Orleans  or  to  the  disburs- 
ing ofiScers  of  the  American  Army  in  Mexico  since  the  ist  of  September 
last,  and,  if  any  remitted,  in  what  funds  remitted,  whether  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  Treasury  notes,  bank  notes,  or  bank  checks,  and,  if  in  whole 
or  in  part  remitted  in  gold  and  silver,  what  has  been  the  expense  to  the 
Government  of  each  of  said  remittances."  TAMES  K  POLK 


Washington,  February  10,  1847. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  their  advice  with  regard  to  its  ratification, 
**a  general  treaty  of  peace,  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  New  Granada,''  con- 
cluded at  Bogota  on  the  12th  December  last  by  Benjamin  A.  Bidlack, 
charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  on  their  part,  and  by  Manuel 
Maria  Mallarino,  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  relations,  on  the  part  of 
that  Republic. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  thirty-fifth  article  of  this  treaty  that  New 
Granada  proposes  to  guarantee  to  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States  the  right  of  passage  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  over 
the  natural  roads  and  over  any  canal  or  railroad  which  may  be  constructed 
to  unite  the  two  seas,  on  condition  that  the  United  States  shall  make  a 
'similar  guaranty  to  New  Granada  of  the  neutrality  of  this  portion  of  her 
territory  and  her  sovereignty  over  the  same. 

The  reasons  which  caused  the  insertion  of  this  important  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  will  be  fully  made  known  to  the  Senate  by  the  accompanying 
documents.  From  these  it  will  appear  that  our  charg6  d'affaires  acted 
in  this  particular  upon  his  own  responsibility  and  without  instructions. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  became  my  duty  to  decide  whether  I  would 
submit  the  treaty  to  the  Senate,  and  after  mature  consideration  I  have 
determined  to  adopt  this«course. 

The  importance  of  thjp  concession  to  the  commercial  and  political 
interests  of  the  United  States  can  not  easily  be  overrated.  The  route 
by  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  is  the  shortest  between  the  two  oceans,  and 
from  the  information  herewith  communicated  it  would  seem  to  be  the 
most  practicable  for  a  railroad  or  canal. 

The  vast  advantages  to  our  commerce  which  would  result  from  such  a 
communication,  not  only  with  the  west  coast  of  America,  but  with  Asia 
and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  are  too  obvious  to  require  any  detail. 
Such  a  passage  would  relieve  us  from  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  of 
more- than  9,000  miles  around  Cape  Horn  and  render  our  communication 
with  our  possessions  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America  comparatively 
easy  and  speedy. 

The  commtmication  across  the  Isthmus  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ever  since  the  independetic^  of 
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the  South  American  Republics.      On  the  3d  of  March.  1835,  a  resoladcd 
passed  the  Senate  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Preadent  of  the  United  States  be  respectfully  requested  t 
consider  the  eipedleiicy  of  opening  negotiations  with  the  governments  of  other 
nations,  and  particularly  with  the  Governments  of  Centra]  Anierica  and  New  Gra- 
nada, tor  the  purpase  of  effectually  protecting,  by  suitable  treaty  stipulations  nith 
them,  such  individuals  or  companies  as  may  undertake  to  open  a  communicatioB 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  by  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  a 
the  isthmus  which  connects  North  and  South  America,  and  of  securing  forever  h 
such  stipulations  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating  such  canal  to  all  nations  a 
the  payment  of  such  reasonable  tolls  as  may  be  established  to  compensate  the  capi* 
talista  who  may  engage  iu  such  undertaking  and  complete  the  work. 

No  person  can  be  more  deeply  sensible  than  myself  of  the  dangu'  « 
entangling  alliauces  with  any  foreign  nation.  That  we  should  avoid  sui 
alliances  has  become  a  maxim  of  our  policy  consecrated  by  the  raoj 
venerated  names  which  adorn  our  history  and  sanctioned  by  the  \ 
mous  voice  of  the  American  people.  Our  own  experience  has  tauglit  E 
the  wisdom  of  this  maxim  in  the  only  instance,  that  of  the  guaxanty  I 
France  of  her  American  possessions,  in  which  we  have  ever  entered  inte 
such  an  alliance.  If,  therefore,  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
present  case  do  not  greatly  impair,  if  not  altogether  destroy,  the  force  of 
this  objection,  then  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  the  stipulation,  whatever 
may  be  its  advantages.  The  general  considerations  which  have  induced 
me  to  transmit  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  for  their  ad\ice  may  be  summed 
up  in  tlie  following  particulars: 

1.  The  treaty  does  not  propose  to  guarantee  a  tenitorj'  to  a  foreign 
nation  in  which  the  United  States  will  have  no  common  interest  with 
that  nation.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  more  deeply  and  directly  interested 
in  the  subject  of  this  guaranty  than  New  Granada  herself  or  any  other 
country. 

2.  Tlie  guaranty  does  not  extend  to  the  territories  of  New  Gra 
generally,  but  is  confined  to  the  single  Province  of  the  Isthmus  of  Pai 
ama,  where  we  shall  acquire  by  the  treaty  a.common  and  coextensiifl 
right  of  passage  with  herself. 

3.  It  will  constitute  no  alliance  for  any  political  object,  but  for  a  puren 
commercial  purpose,  in  which  all  the  navigating  nations  of  the  world  havl 
a  common  interest. 

4.  In  entering  into  the  mutual  guaranties  proposed  by  the  Ihirty-fiflh 
article  of  the  treaty  neither  the  Government  of  New  Granada  nor  that 
of  the  United.  States  has  303-  narrow  or  exclusive  \'iews.  The  iilliiiiate^ 
object,  as  presented  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  tlieir  resolatioi 
lo  which  I  have  already  referred,  is  to  secure  to  all  nations  the  free  am' 
equal  right  of  passage  o\'er  the  Isthmus.  If  the  United  States,  as  the  ditq 
of  the  American  nations,  should  first  become  a  party  to  this  guaranty,  \ 
can  not  be  doubted — indeed,  it  is  confidently  expected  by  the  Govemmei 

swill  beehren  to  that  Republ 
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by  Great  Britaiu  and  France.  Should  the  proposition  thus  tendered  be 
rejected  we  may  deprive  the  United  States  of  the  just  influence  which  its 
acceptance  might  secure  to  them  and  confer  the  glory  and  benefits  of 
being  the  first  among  the  nations  in  concluding  such  an  arrangement 
upon  the  Government  either  of  Great  Britain  or  France.  •  That  either  of 
these  Governments  would  embrace  the  offer  can  not  be  doubted,  because 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  other  effectual  means  of  securing  to  all 
nations  the  advantages  of  this  important  passage  but  the  guaranty  of 
great  commercial  powers  that  the  Isthmus  shall  be  neutral  territory. 
The  interests  of  the  world  at  stake  are  so  important  that  the  security 
of  this  passage  between  the  two  oceans  can  not  be  suffered  to  depend 
upon  the  wars  and  revolutions  which  may  arise  among  different  nations. 

Besides,  such  a  guaranty  is  almost  indispensable  to  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  or  canal  across  the  territory.  Neither  sovereign  states  nor 
individuals  would  expend  their  capital  in  the  construction  of  these  expen- 
sive works  without  some  such  security  for  their  investments. 

The  guaranty  of  the  sovereignty  of  New  Granada  over  the  Isthmus  is  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  guaranty  of  its  neutrality,  and  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  other  practicable  mode  of  securing  the  neutrality  of  this 
territory.  New  Granada  would  not  consent  to  yield  up  this  Province  in 
order  that  it  might  become  a  neutral  state,  and  if  she  should  it  is  not  suf- 
ficiently populous  or  wealthy  to  establish  and  maintain  an  independent 
sovereignty.  But  a  civil  government  must  exist  there  in  order  to  protect 
the  works  which  shall  be  constructed.  New  Granada  is  a  power  which 
will  not  excite  the  jealousy  of  any  nation.  If  Great  Britain,  France,  or 
the  United  States  held  the  sovereignty  over  the  Isthmus,  other  nations 
might  apprehend  that  in  case  of  war  the  Government  would  close  up 
the  passage  against  the  enemy,  but  no  such  fears  can  ever  be  entertained 
in  regard  to  New  Granada. 

This  treaty  removes  the  heavy  discriminating  duties  against  us  in  the 
ports  of  New  Granada,  which  have  nearly  destroyed  our  commerce  and 
navigation  with  that  Republic,  and  which  we  have  been  in  vain  endeav- 
oring to  abolish  .for  the  last  twenty  years. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  twenty- 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  which  prohibits  privateering  in  case  of  war 
between  the  two  Republics,  and  also  to  the  additional  article,  which 
nationalizes  all  vessels  of  the  parties  which  *  *  shall  be  provided  by  the 
respective  Governments  with  a  patent  issued  according  to  its  laws," 
and  in  this  particular  goes  further  than  any  of  our  former  treaties. 

JAMES  K.  POI<K. 

Washington,  February  /j,  1847, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  May  last,  declared  that  "by  the 
act  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  Gov- 
ernment and  the  United  States.'*  and  **for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
M  P— vol,  rv— 35 
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Govemtnent  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  s^d  n-ar  to  a  speedy  and 
successful  tennination  "  authority  n-as  \-ested  ia  the  President  to  employ 
the  ' '  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  Vnited  States. ' ' 

It  has  been  my  unalterable  purpo^  since  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities by  Mexico  and  the  declaration  of  the  existence  of  war  bj'  Congress 
to  prosecute  the  war  in  which  the  countrj-  was  unavoidably  involved  witti 
the  utmost  energ>',  with  a  view  to  its  "speedy  and  successful  temiina- 
tlon  "  by  an  honorable  peace. 

Accordingly  all  the  operations  of  our  naval  and  militaT>'  fc-rces  bave 
been  directed  with  this  \-iew.  While  the  sword  has  been  held  in  one 
band  and  our  military  movements  pressed  forward  into  the  enemy's 
country  and  its  coasts  invested  by  our  Navy,  the  tender  of  an  honorable^ 
peace  ha.s  been  constantly  presented  to  Mexico  in  the  other. 

Hitherto  the  overtures  of  peace  which  have  been  made  by  this  C 
emment  have  not  been  accepted  by  Mexico.  With  a  \new  to  avoid  | 
protracted  war,  which  hesitancy  and  delay  on  our  part  would  be  so  wd 
calculated  to  produce,  I  informed  you  in  my  annual  message  of  the  8t| 
December  last  that  the  war  would  "continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  ^ngor^" 
as  the  best  means  of  securing  peace,"  and  recommended  to  yotu"  early 
and  favorable  consideration  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  his  report  accompanying  that  message. 

In  my  message  of  the  4th  January  last  these  and  other  measures 
deemed  to  be  essential  to  the  "speedy  and  successful  termination"  of 
the  war  and  tlie  attainment  of  a  just  and  honorable  peace  were  recom-. 
mended  to  your  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

The  worst  state  of  things  which  could  exist  in  a  war  with  such  a  p 
as  Mexico  would  be  a  course  of  indecision  and  inactivity  on  our  part.' 
Being  cliarged  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  with  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  I  have  availed  myself  of  all  the  means  at  my  command  to  prosecute 
it  with  energy  and  vigor. 

The  act  ' '  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  niilitarj'  force,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  and  which  authorizes  the  raising  of  ten  additional 
regiments  to  the  Regular  Army,  to  serve  during  the  war  and  to  be  dis- 
banded at  its  termination,  which  was  presented  to  me  on  the  nth  instant 
and  api>roved  on  that  day,  will  constitute  an  important  part  of  our  mili- 
tary force.  These  regiments  will  be  raised  and  moved  to  the  seat  of  v 
with  tlie  least  practicable  delay. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  act  makes  no  provision  for  the  organin 
tion  into  brigddes  and  divisions  of  the  increased  force  which  it  autl 
nor  for  the  appointraciit  of  general  officers  to  command  it.  It  wJll  1 
proper  that  authority  be  given  by  law  to  make  such  organization,  and  d 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  such  n 
of  major- genera  Is  and  brigadier-generals  as  the  efficiency  of  the  a 
may  demand.  The  number  of  officers  of  these  grades  now  in  service  a 
uorc  than  are  required  for  their  respective  commands;  but  furt 
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legislative  action  during  your  present  session  will,  in  my  judgment,  be 
required,  and  to  which  it  is  my  duty  respectfully  to  invite  your  attention. 

Should  the  war,  contrary  to  my  earnest  desire,  be  protracted  to  the 
close  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  volunteers  now  in  Mexico,  who  engaged 
for  twelve  months,  an  additional  volunteer  force  will  probably  become 
necessary  to  supply  their  place.  Many  of  the  volunteers  now  serving 
in  Mexico,  it  is  not  doubted,  will  cheerfully  engage  at  the  conclusion 
of  their  present  term  to  serve  during  the  war.  They  would  constitute 
a  more  eflScient  force  than  could  be  speedily  obtained  by  accepting  the 
services  of  any  new  corps  who  might  offer  their  services.  They  would 
have  the  advantage  of  the  experience  and  discipline  of  a  year's  service, 
and  will  have  become  accustomed  to  the  climate  and  be  in  less  danger 
than  new  levies  of  suffering  frpm  the  diseases  of  the  country.  I  recom- 
mend, therefore,  that  authority  be  given  to  accept  the  services  of  such 
of  the  volunteers  now  in  Mexico  as  the  state  of  the  public  service  may 
require,  and  who  may  at  the  termination  of  their  present  term  volunta- 
rily engage  to  serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  that  provision  be 
made  for  commissioning  the  oflScers.  Should  this  measure  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress,  it  is  recommended  that  a  bounty  be 
granted  to  them  upon  their  voluntarily  extending  their  term  of  service. 
This  would  not  only  be  due  to  these  gallant  men,  but  it  would  be  econ- 
omy to  the  Government,  because  if  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  twelve 
months  the  Government  would  be  bound  to  incur  a  heavy  expense  in 
bringing  them  back  to  their  homes  and  ia  sending  to  the  seat  of  war  new 
corps  of  fresh  troops  to  supply  their  place. 

By  the  act  of  the  13th  of  May  last  the  President  was  authorized  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  *  *  in  companies,  battalions,  squadrons, 
and  regiments, ' '  but  no  provision  was  made  for  filling  up  vacancies  which 
might  occur  by  death  or  discharges  from  the  service  on  account  of  sick- 
ness or  other  casualties.  In  consequence  of  this  omission  many  of  the 
corps  now  in  service  have  been  much  reduced  in  numbers.  Nor  was  any 
provision  made  for  filling  vacancies  of  regimental  or  company  officers 
who  might  die  or  resign.  Information  has  been  received  at  the  War 
Department  of  the  resignation  of  more  than  100  of  these  oflScers.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  State  authorities,  and  no  information  has  been 
received  except  in  a  few  instances  that  their  places  have  been  filled; 
and  the  eflSciency  of  the  service  has  been  impaired  from  this  cause.  To 
remedy  these  defects,  I  recommend  that  authority  be  given  to  accept  the 
services  of  individual  volunteers  to  fill  up  the  places  of  such  as  may  die 
or  become  unfit  for  the  service  and  be  discharged,  and  that  provision  be 
also  made  for  filling  the  places  of  regimental  and  company  ofiScers  who 
may  die  or  resign.  By  such  provisions  the  volunteer  corps  may  be  con- 
stantly kept  full  or  may  approximate  the  maximum  number  authorized 
and  called  into  service  in  the  first  instance. 

While  it  is  deemed  to  be  our  true  policy  to  prosecute  the  war  in  the 
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manner  indicated,  and  thus  make  the  enemy  feel  its  pressure  and  its  I 
e\-ils,  I  shall  be  at  all  times  ready,  with  the  authority  conferred  on  mc  I 
by  the  Constitution  and  with  all  the  means  which  may  be  placed  at  ray  I 
command  by  Congress,  to  conclude  a  just  and  honorable  peace. 

Of  equal  importance  with  an  energetic  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  I 
the  war  are  the  means  required  to  defray  its  expenses  and  to  uphold  andg 
maintain  the  public  credit. 

In  my  annual  message  of  the  8th  December  last  I  submitted  for  the  I 
consideration  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  imposing,  as  a  war  measure, 
revenue  duties  on  some  of  the  articles  now  embraced  in  the  free  list. 
The  principal  articles  now  exempt  from  duty  from  which  any  consider- 
able revenue  could  be  derived  are  tea  and  coffee.     A  moderate  revenue 
duty  on  these  articles  it  is  estimated  would  produce  annually  an  amount 
exceeding  $2 ,500.000.     Though  in  a  period  of  peace,  when  ample  means 
could  be  derived  from  duties  on  other  articles  for  the  support  of  the  Go\-- 
erumenl,  it  may  have  been  deemed  proper  not  to  resort  to  a  duty  on  these 
articles,  yet  when  the  country  is  engaged  in  a  foreign  ^\-ar  and  all  our 
resources  arc  demanded  to  meet  the  unavoidable  increased  expenditure 
in  maintaining  our  armies  in  the  field  no  sound  reason  is  perceived  why  J 
we  should  not  a\-ail  ourselves  of  the  revenues  which  may  be  derived  from  1 
this  source.     The  objections  which  have  heretofore'existed  to  the  impo- 
sition of  these  duties  were  applicable  to  a  state  of  peace,  when  they  were 
not  needed.    We  are  now,  however,  engaged  in  a  foreign  war.    We  need 
money  to  prosecute  it  and  to  maintain  the  public  honor  and  credit.     It 
cslH  not  be  doubted  that  the  patriotic  people  of  the  United  States  would 
cheerfully  and  without  complaint  submit  to  the  payment  of  this  addi- 
tional duty  or  auy  other  that  may  be  necessarj'  to  maintain  the  honor  of 
the  country,  provide  for  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  Government, 
and  to  uphold  the  public  credit.     It  is  recommended  that  any  duties  1 
which  may  be  imposed  on  these  articles  be  Umited  iu  their  duration  tal 
the  period  of  the  war. 

An  additional  annual  revenue,  it  is  estimated,  of  between  half  a  million 
and  a  million  of  dollars  would  be  derived  from  the  graduation  and  redac- 
tion of  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  liuids  as  have  been  long  offered  in 
the  market  at  the  minimum  price  established  by  the  existing  laws  and 
have  remained  unsold.  And  in  addition  to  other  reasons  commending^ 
the  measure  to  favorable  consideration,  it  is  recommended  as  a  Snanoal  | 
measure.  The  duty  suggested  on  tea  and  coffee  and  the  graduation  and 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  secure  an  addttiottal 
annual  revenue  to  the  Treasury  of  not  less  than  $3,000,000.  and  would 
thereby  prevent  the  necessity  of  incurring  a  public  debt  annually  to  t 
amount,  the  interest  on  which  must  be  paid  semiannually,  and  ultiinattdjfl 
the  debt  itself  by  a  tax  on  the  people. 

It  is  a  sound  policy  and  one  which  has  long  been  approved  by  the  C 
eniment  and  people  of  the  United  States  never  to  resort  to  loans  anl 
in  cases  of  great  pubhc  emergency,  and  then  only  for  the  smallest  a 
which  the  public  necessities  will  permit. 
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The  increased  revenues  which  the  measures  now  recommended  would 
produce  would,  moreover,  enable  the  Government  to  negotiate  a  loan  for 
any  additional  sum  which  may  be  found  to  be  needed  with  more  facility 
and  at  cheaper  rates  than  can  be  done  without  them. 

Under  the  injunction  of  the  Constitution  which  makes  it  my  duty 
'  *  from  time  to  time  to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  to  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures'*  as  shall 
be  judged  *  *  necessary  and  expedient,*  *  I  respectfully  and  earnestly  invite 
the  action  of  Congress  on  the  measures  herein  presented  for  their  con- 
sideration. The  public  good,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  my  responsibility  to 
our  common  constituents,  in  my  judgment  imperiously  demands  that 
I  should  present  them  for  your  enlightened  consideration  and  invoke 
favorable  action  upon  them  before  the  close  of  your  present  session. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  ij,  1847, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  the  officers  named  in  the  accompanying  communication  for 
regular  promotion  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

War  Department, 
Wtishtngton^  February  /j,  184J, 
The  President  op  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  propose  for  your  approbation  the  following- 
named  captains^  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  existing  regiments  of  the 
Army,  in  conformity  with  the  third  section  of  the  act  approved  February  11, 1847, 
which  authorizes  one  additional  major  to  each  of  the  regiments  of  dragoons,  artil- 
lery, mfantry,  and  riflemen. 

The  promotions  are  all  regular  with  one  exception,  that  of  Captain  Washington 
Seawell,  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  instead  of  Captain  Edgar  Hawkins,  of  the  same 
regiment,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  his  grade  in  the  infantry  arm.  Cap- 
tain Hawkins,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Brown,  is  passed 
over  on  the  ground  of  mental  alienation,  it  being  officially  reported  that  he  is  "in- 
sane," on  which  account  he  was  recently  sent  from  the  Army  in  Mexico.  He  is 
now  in  New  York,  and  is  reported  to  be  "unable  to  perform  any  duty."  An  officer 
just  returned  from  the  Army  in  Mexico,  and  who  had  recently  served  with  Captain 
Hawkins,  informed  the  Adjutant-General  that  he  was  quite  deranged,  but  that  he 
had  hopes  of  his  recovery,  as  the  malady  was  probably  caused  by  sickness.  Should 
these  hopes  be  realized  at  some  future  day,  Captain  Hawkins  will  then  of  course 
be  promoted  without  loss  of  rank;  meanwhile  I  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be 
passed  over,  as  the  declared  object  of  these  additional  majors  (as  set  forth  in  the 
Adjutant-Generars  report  to  this  Department  of  the  30th  of  July  last)  was  to  insure 
the  presence  of  an  adequate  number  of  efficient  field  officers  for  duty  with  the  march- 
ing regiments,  which  object  would  be  neutralized  in  part  should  Captain  Hawkins 
now  receive  the  appointment. 

I  am,  sif^  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  r    marpv 

*l4stomittca. 


5"8 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidenls 

Washington,  February  20,  1847. 


To  Ihe  Senate  of  Ike  Untied  Stales: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  with  the 
accompanying  <locuments,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  2(1  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  such  informa- 
tion in  possesion  of  the  Executive  Departments  in  relation  to  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  criminals  and  paupers  as  he  may  deem  consistent  with  J 
the  public  interests  to  communicate.  TAMF^  IC    PDT  K 


Washington,  February  26,  iS^y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  nominate  the  persons  named  in  the  accompanying  list*  of  promo-  I 
tions  and  appoiutments  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  to  the  several  I 
grades  annexed  to  their  names,  as.  proposed  by  the  Secretary-  of  War, 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Wak  Depahtmbnt,  February  i6. 1S4J. 
The  PKKsroKNT  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  liave  tile  honor  respectfully  to  propose  for  yonr  approbation  the  annexed  J 
list*  of  officers  for  regular  promotion  and  persons  for  appointment  in  the  Army  of'fl 
the  Uuited  SUtcs. 

It  having  been  decided  to  be  just  and  proper  to  restore  Grafton  D.  Hanson,  late  a  1 
lieutenant  in  tbe  Eighth  Infantry,  to  his  former  regiment  and  rank,  whose  resigna-  1 
lion  was  accepted  in  June,  1845,  contrary  to  his  wisli,  he  having  in  due  time  recalled 
the  Mine,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  reappoiiited  accordingly.  I  deem  it  proper  to 
state  that  the  vacancy  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  Eighth  Infantry,  now  proposed  to  be 
filled  hy  Mr,  Hanson's  restoration  and  reappointment,  has  been  occasioned  by  the 
appoinlment  of  the  nenior  captain  of  the  regiment  to  be  major  under  the  recent  act 
fluthoriziiig  an  additional  major  to  each  regiment,  being  an  original  vacancy,  and 
therefore  the  less  reason  for  any  objection  in  respect  to  the  general  principles 
and  usages  of  the  service,  which  guarantee  regular  promotions  to  fill  vacancies  which 
occur  by  nccidcnt,  etc. 

1  um,  sir,  with  great  respect,  jiJur  obedient  servant.  ,,.   ,     maRCY 


Washington,  February  26,  J84J. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  the  ot&eers  named  in  the  accompanj-ing  list  *  for  brevet 
promotion  iu  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  gallant  conduct  in  the, 
.cUona  ..  Montmy.  j^„j^  K.  POLK. 

Tl..  r™D,vT.  ^■*»  "«>•"">">■■'■  ■fi-»~"3-  '<■•  '««■■ 

Sir:  I  present  to  you  the  following  list"  of  officers  engaged  in  the  actio«ia*t  Mim- 
teny,  whuw  distinguished  conduct  therein  entitles  them,  in  my  judgment,  to  the 
]>r<iiuotion  by  hrci-cL  This  list  has  been  prepared  after  a  particulu-  and  C*r«fnl 
exfttni nation  of  nil  the  docuiuents  in  this  Dcpaitment  in  rehuion  to  tlw  miUtuy 
opentiotu  at  that  placo. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Garland  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs  (then  a  captain 
of  the  line)  also  behaved  in  the  actions  of  Monterey  in  a  manner  deserving  of  particu- 
lar notice,  but  as  their  names  are  now  before  the  Senate  for  colonelcies  by  brevet, 
I  have  not  presented  them  for  further  promotion.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  ofl&cer 
below  the  lineal  rank  of  colonel  has  ever  been  made  a  brigadier-general  by  brevet. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 


Washington,  February  27,  1847, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  ist  instant,  requesting  the  President  **to  com- 
municate to  the  House  of  Representatives  all  the  correspondence  with 
General  Taylor  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico  which 
has  not  yet  been  published,  and  the  publication  of  which  may  not  be 
deemed  detrimental  to  the  public  service;  also  the  correspondence  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  in  relation  to  transportation  for  General  Taylor's 
Army;  also  the  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Hamer  and  Quitman  of  the 
operations  of  their  respective  brigades  on  the  21st  of  September  last.*' 

As  some  of  these  documents  relate  to  military  operations  of  our  forces 
which  may  not  have  been  fully  executed,  I  might  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  withhold  parts  of  them  tmder  the  apprehension  that  their  publication 
at  this  time  would  be  detrimental  to  the  public  service;  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  these  operations  are  now  so  far  advanced  and  that  the  enemy  has 
already  received  so  much  information  from  other  sources  in  relation 
to  the  intended  movements  of  our  Army  as  to  render  this  precaution 

^^^^^^"^^  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  March  2,  184.7, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  27tli  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  informed  **why  the  name  of  Captain 
Theophilus  H.  Holmes  was  not  sent  in  for  brevet  promotion  amongst  the 
other  ofl&cers  who  distinguished  themselves  at  the  military  operations  at 
Monterey." 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  discloses  the  reasons  for  the  omis- 
sion of  the  name  of  Captain  Holmes  in  the  list  of  brevet  promotions  in 
my  message  of  the ultimo.  Upon  the  additional  testimony  in  Cap- 
tain Holmes's  case  which  has  been  received  at  the  War  Department,  and 
to  which  the  Secretary  of  War  refers  in  his  report,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
nominate  him  for  brevet  promotion. 
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1  therefore  nominate  Captain  Tlieophilus  H,  Holmes,  of  the  Seveutl3 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  to  he  major  by  brevet  from  the  23d  September.  ■ 
1846,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  lAMES  K   POLK 

War  Department,  March  1,  1S4;. 
The  President  op  the  United  States. 

Sir;  With  a  special  reference  to  the  resolutioii  of  the  Senate  of  the  37th  ultimo, 
requesting  to  be  informed  "why  the  name  of  Captain  Tlieophil  us  H.  Holmes  was  not 
M.-nt  in  for  brevet  promotion  amongst  the  other  officers  who  distinguished  themselves 
at  tile  military  operations  at  Monterey,"  I  have  again  examined  the  official  reporta  of 
those  operations.  I  do  not  find  that  Captain  Holmes  is  mentioned  in  General  Tay- 
lor's report,  nor  in  that  of  any  other  officer  except  the  report  of  Brigadier-General 
Worth,  The  following  extract  from  the  latter  contains  all  that  is  said  haring  relation 
to  the  conduct  of  Captain  Holmes; 

"My  thanks  are  also  especially  due  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stanford.  Eighth,  com- 
manding First  Brigade;  Major  Munroe,  chief  of  artillery,  general  stafT;  Brevet  Major 
Brown  and  Captain  J.  R.  Vinton,  artillery  battalion;  Captain  J.  B.  Scott,  artillery 
battalion,  light  troops;  Major  Scott  (commanding)  and  Captain  Merrill,  Fifth;  Cap- 
tain Miles  (commanding),Hotniea,  and  Ross,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  CaptainScreven, 
commanding  Eighth  Infantry';  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  captain  of  rifles;  Uajor 
Chevalier  and  Captain  KfcCulloeh,  of  the  Texan,  and  Captain  Blanchard,  of  the  Loui- 
Eiana,  Volunteers;  to  Lieutenant  Mackall,  commanding  Ijatterj-;  Roland,  Martin, 
Hays,  Irons,  Clark,  and  Curd,  horse  artillery;  Lieutenant  Longstreet,  comnianditig 
light  company.  Eighth;  Lieutenant  Avers,  artillery  battalion,  who  was  among  the 
first  in  the  assault  upon  the  place  and  who  secured  the  colors.  Each  of  the  officers 
named  either  beaded  special  detachments,  columns  of  attack,  storming  parties,  or 
detached  guns,  and  all  were  conspicuous  for  conduct  and  courage." 

It  will  be  percci>-ed  that  in  this  list  there  are  twenty-one  officers  (besides  the  med- 
ical staff  and  officers  of  \-olunteers)  who  iirc  highly  commended  by  General  Worth 
for  gallant  conduct.  That  they  were  justly  entitled  to  the  praise  bestowed  on  them 
is  not  doubted;  but  if  I  had  recommended  all  of  tliem  to  be  brevetted.  together  witb 
all  those  in  the  reports  of  other  generals  also  in  like  manner  highly  commended,  the 
number  of  officers  in  my  list  submitted  for  your  consideration  would  have  been  proba- 
bly trebled.  Indeed,  the  whole  Army  behaved  most  gallantly  on  that  occasion.  It 
WAS  deemed  proper  to  discriminate  and  select  from  among  the  well  deserving  those 
who  had  peculiar  claims  to  dis'inction.  In  making  this  selection  I  exercised  my  best 
judgment,  regarding  the  official  reports  as  the  authentic  somee  of  information.  Six 
or  seven  only  of  the  officers  named  in  tlie  foregoing  extract  from  General  Wortli'a 
report  were  placed  on  the  list.  A  close  examination  of  the  reports  will,  I  think,  dis- 
close the  ground  for  the  discrimination,  and  I  hope  justify  the  distinction  which  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make.  Without  dispar^etnent  to  Captain  Holmes,  whose  condoct 
WAS  highly  creditable,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  rule  of  selection  which  would  bave 
brought  him  upon  the  list  for  promotion  by  brevet  would  also  have  placed  o 
Mnie  list  nearly  everyone  named  with  him  in  Geuer^I  Worth's  report,  and  many  a 
tlie  reports  of  other  generals  not  presented  in  my  report  to  you  of  the  igtb  ultiin 
"nirrcisnot  time  before  the  adjouniment  of  the  Senate  to  make  the  thorough  e: 
nation  which  11  due  regard  to  the  reliitivc  claims  of  the  gallant  officers  uigaged  ii 
nrlinns  of  Monterey  would  require  if  the  list  of  brevet  prontotions  is  to  be  enlaiBcd  ■ 
Ihi*  extent.  Such  enlargement  would  not  accoid  with  my  own  views  on  the  sabja 
■  -f  bestowing  brevet  rewards. 

There  are  on  file  other  papers  relalive  to  Captain  Holmes.  They  were 
witli  reference  to  his  brevet  promotion,  but  for  an  appointment  in  tfa 
WfxCa.    Copies  of  those  arc  herewith  tnnaoutted.    The  letter  of  the  Hon,  W.  i 
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Mangum  inclosing  the  statement  from  Generals  Twiggs  and  Smith  is  dated  the 
26th,  and  my  report  the  19th  ultimo,  and  was  not,  consequently,  received  at  this 
Department  until  some  days  after  the  list  for  brevets  was  made  out  and  presented 
to  you. 

From  the  facts  and  recommendations  of  the  official  reports  of  the  actions  at  Mon- 
terey I  should  not  feel  warranted  in  presenting  Captain  Holmes  for  brevet  promotion 
without  at  the  same  time  including  on  the  same  list  many  others  not  recommended 
in  my  report  of  the  19th  ultimo;  but  as  his  conduct  fell  under  the  immediate  obser- 
vation of  General  Smith  (General  Twiggs  commanded  in  a  diflFerent  part  of  the  town ), 
it  may  be  proper  to  regard  their  statement,  received  since  my  former  report  was 
prepared  and  handed  to  you,  as  additional  evidence  of  his  gallantry  and  of  claims  to 
your  particular  notice.  I  therefore  recommend  him  to  be  promoted  major  by  brevet. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretary  of  War, 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

(From  Statutes  at  Large  (Uttlc  &  Brown),  Vol.  IX,  p.  looi.] 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  approved  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1845,  entitled  **An  act  regulating  commercial  inter- 
course within  the  islands  of  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre,**  it  is  provided  that 
all  French  vessels  coming  directly  from  those  islands,  either  in  ballast 
or  laden  with  articles  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  either  of  said  islands, 
and  which  are  permitted  to  be  exported  therefrom  in  American  vessels, 
may  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  payment  of  no 
higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  on  their  cargoes  aforesaid  than  are  imposed 
on  American  vessels  and  on  like  cargoes  imported  in  American  vessels, 
provided  that  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  received  satisfactory  information  that  similar 
privileges  have  been  allowed  to  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  at 
said  islands  by  the  Government  of  France  and  shall  have  made  procla- 
mation accordingly^;  and 

Whereas  satisfactory  information  has  been  received  by  me  that  similar 
privileges  have  been  allowed  to  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  at 
said  islands  by  the  Government  of  France: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  cU  French  vessels  coming 
directly  from  the  islands  of  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre,  either  in  ballast  or 
laden  with  articles  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  either  of  said  islands, 
and  which  are  permitted  to  be  exported  therefrom  in  American  vessels, 
shall  from  this  date  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  ou 
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payment  of  ao  higher  duties  on  tonnage  or  on  their  cargoes  aforesaid 
than  are  imposed  on  American  vessels  and  on  like  cargoes  importol  in 
American  vessels. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  20th  day  of  AprB 
A.  D,  1847,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  se\-entj^ 
first. 

By  the  President: 

James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  ( 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  d 
May,  i8zS,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  c 
ceniing  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost"  and  to  equalize  t 
duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,"  it  is  provided  that  upt 
satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  tlie  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  go\'emment  of  any  foreign  nation  that  uo  discriminating  duties  ot 
tonnage  or  impost  arc  imposed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  said  nation 
upon  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  upon 
the  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from 
the  United  States  or  from  any  foreign  countrj-,  the  President  is  thereby 
authorized  to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that  the  foreign  discrimi- 
nating duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the  United  States  are  and 
shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  o£ 
the  said  foreign  nation  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise 
imported  into  tlie  United  States  in  the  same  from  the  said  foreign  nation 
or  from  any  other  foreign  country,  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notification  being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  to  continue  so  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  cargoes  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  continued,  and  no  longer;  and 

Whereas  satisfactory  eridence  lias  lately  been  received  by  me  from  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  through  an  official  communication  of  Mr. 
Felippe  Jos^  Pereira  Leal,  his  cbarg6  d'affaires  in  the  United  States,  under 
date  of  the  25th  of  October,  1847,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  of  ton- 
nage and  impost  are  imposed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  Brazil  upon  ve: 
wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  and  upon  the  j 
uce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from  the  UaUJ 
States  aiid  from  any  foreign  countrj'  whatever  thji"  are  Ie\'ied  011  I 
ian  ships  and  their  cargoes  in  the  same  ports  under  like  circumsta 

Now,  therefore,  I.  James  K,  Polk,  President  of  the  United  Stateafl 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  so  much  of  the  sevenl  a 
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imposing  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the  United 
States  are  and  shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as  respects 
the  vessels  of  Brazil  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  same  from  Brazil  and  from  any 
other  foreign  country  whatever,  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  day  above  mentioned  and  to  continue  thenceforward  so  long  as  the 
reciprocal  exemption  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  the  produce, 
manufactures,  and  merchandise  imported  into  Brazil  in  the  same  as  afore- 
said shall  be  continued  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Brazil. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  4th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1847,  and  the  seventy-second  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States.  j^j^^^g  j^  ^^^^ 

By  the  President: 

Jambs  Buchanan, 

Secretary  0/  State, 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Washington,  March  2j,  iS^y, 
The  Secrktary  o^  the  Treasury. 

Sir:  The  Government  of  Mexico  having  repeatedly  rejected  the  friendly 
overtures  of  the  United  States  to  open  negotiations  with  a  view  to  the 
restoration  of  peace,  sound  policy  and  a  just  regard  to  the  interests  of 
our  own  country  require  that  the  enemy  should  be  made,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  bear  the  expenses  of  a  war  of  which  they  are  the  authors,  and 
which  they  obstinately  persist  in  protracting. 

It  is  the  right  of  the  conqueror  to  levy  contribution  upon  the  enemy  in 
their  seaports,  towns,  or  provinces  which  may  be  in  his  military  posses- 
sion by  conquest  and  to  apply  the  same  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  The  conqueror  possesses  the  right  also  to  establish  a  temporary 
mihtary  government  over  such  seaports,  towns,  or  provinces  and  to  pre- 
scribe the  conditions  and  restrictions  upon  which  commerce  with  such 
places  may  be  permitted.  He  may,  in  his  discretion,  exclude  all  trade, 
or  admit  it  with  limitation  or  restriction,  or  impose  terms  the  observance 
of  which  will  be  the  condition  of  carrying  it  on.  One  of  these  condi- 
tions may  be  the  payment  of  a  prescribed  rate  of  duties  on  tonnage  and 
imports. 

In  the  exercise  of  these  unquestioned  rights  of  war,  I  have,  on  full 
consideration,  determined  to  order  that  all  the  ports  pr  places  in  Mexico 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  actual  possession  of  our  land 
and  naval  forces  by  conquest  shall  be  opened  while  our  military  occupa- 
tion may  continue  to  the  commerce  of  all  neutral  nations,  as  well  as  our 


534  Mcsiagei  and  Paper i  ofUu  Preudemts 

cwn.  io  artida  not  oootraband  tA  war.  spoa  tbc  paymcDt  of  prca 
rates  oC  dcrtk=i,  whidi  will  fae  made  knon  and  enforced  by  otir  c 
8od  oaval  cotnmatMlcn. 

While  the  adoption  of  this  polic>'  will  be  to  impose  a  burden  on  the 
enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  to  depdi'e  them  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  trade  at  such  ports  or  places,  as  well  as  to  secure  it  to  ourselves. 
whereby  the  expenses  of  the  war  may  be  dimioisbed,  a  just  regard  to  the 
general  interests  of  commerce  and  the  obvions  advantages  of  uoiformtty 
in  the  exercise  of  these  belligerent  rights  require  that  well-constdered 
regulalioiiH  and  restrictions  should  be  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  those 
who  may  be  charged  with  carrying  it  into  effect. 

You  are  therefore  instructed  to  examine  the  existing  Mexican  tariff  of 
duties  and  report  to  me  a  scfaedale  erf  articles  of  trade  to  be  admitted  at 
such  ports  or  places  as  may  be  at  any  time  in  our  military  possession. 
with  such  rates  of  duty  on  them  and  also  on  tonnage  as  will  be  likely  to 
produce  the  greatest  amount  of  revenue.  Yon  nnll  also  communicalc 
the  considerations  which  may  recommend  the  scale  of  duties  which  you 
may  propose,  and  will  submit  such  regulations  as  you  may  deem  advisa-  _ 
ble  in  order  to  enforce  their  collection. 

As  the  le\T  of  the  contribution  proposed  is  a  miUtaiy  right,  derivi 
from  the  laws  of  nations,  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  dtHieftB 
will  Ix;  made,  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  by  the  military  and  naval  commanders  at  the  ports  or  places 
ill  Mexico  which  may  Iw  in  possession  of  our  arms.  The  report  requested 
t»  therefore  necessary  in  order  to  enable  me  to  give  the  proper  directions 
to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  TAMES  K   POLK 


Treasury  Department,  Afartk  30,  iS47\ 
The  President, 

SiK:  Your  instructions  of  the  23d  instant  h.ive  lieen  received  by  t 
Dcpartiiieiit,  and  in  conformity  thereto  I  present  j'ou  herewith,  for  5 
consideration,  a  scale  of  duties  proposed  to  be  collected  as  a  milita 
contribution  during  the  war  in  the  ports  of  Mexico  in  possession  of  o 
Army  or  Navy  by  conquest,  with  regulations  for  the  ascertainment  and 
collection  of  such  duties,  together  with  the  reasons  which  appear  to  9 
to  recommend  their  adoption. 

It  is  clear  that  we  must  either  adopt  our  oniJ  tariff  or  that  of  Mes 
or  cHtablish  n  new  system  of  duties.     Our  own  tariff  could  not  be  ado] 
hmiittae  the  Mexican  exports  and  imports  are  so  different  from  our  0 
that  different  rates  of  duties  are  indisjieiisable  in  order  to  collect  1 
Inrge.-*!  n-veinie.     Tlina  upon  many  articles  produced  in  great  abundam 
here  duties  nnist  l>c  imposed  at  the  lowest  rate  in  order  to  collect  any 
rc\'enue,  whereas  many  of  the  .'tame  articles  are  not  produced  in  Mexico, 
or  to  a  vcT)'  inconsiderable  extent,  and  would  therefore  bear  1 
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much  higher  duty  for  revenue.  A  great  change  is  also  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  proposed  exaction  of  duties  on  all  imports  to  any  Mexican 
port  in  our  possession  from  any  other  Mexican  port  occupied  by  us  in 
the  same  manner.  This  measure  would  largely  increase  the  revenue 
which  we  might  collect.  It  is  recommended,  however,  for  reasons  of 
obvious  safety,  that  this  Mexican  coastwise  trade  should  be  confined  to 
our  own  vessels,  as  well  as  the  interior  trade  above  any  port  of  entry 
in  our  possession,  but  that  in  all  other  respects  the  ports  of  Mexico  held 
by  us  should  be  freely  opened  at  the  rate  of  duties  hecein  recommended 
to  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  all  the  world.  The  ad  valorem  system  of 
duties  adopted  by  us,  although  by  far  the  most  just  and  equitable,  yet 
requires  an  appraisement  to  ascertain  the  actual  value  of  every  article. 
This  demands  great  mercantile  skill,  knowledge,  and  experience,  and 
therefore,  for  the  want  of  skillful  appraisers  (a  class  of  officers  wholly 
unknown  in  Mexico),  could, not  at  once  be  put  into  successful  operation 
there.  If  also,  as  proposed,  these  duties  are  to  be  ascertained  and  col- 
lected as  a  military  contribution  through  the  officers  of  our  Army  and 
Navy,  those  brave  men  would  more  easily  perform  almost  any  other  duty 
than  that  of  estimating  the  value  of  every  description  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise. 

The  system  of  specific  duties  already  prevails  in  Mexico,  and  may  be 
put  by  us  into  immediate  operation;  and  if,  as  conceded,  specific  duties 
should  be  more  burdensome  upon  the  people  of  Mexico,  the  more  oner- 
ous the  operation  of  these  duties  upon  them  the  sooner  it  is  likely  that 
they  will  force  their  military  rulers  to  agree  to  a  peace.  It  is  certain 
that  a  mild  and  forbearing  system  of  warfare,  collecting  no  duties  in 
their  ports  in  our  possession  on  the  Gulf  and  levying  no  contributions, 
whilst  our  armies  purchase  supplies  from  them  at  high  prices,  by  render- 
ing the  war  a  benefit  to  the  people  of  Mexico  rather  than  an  injury  has 
not  hastened  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  It  may  be,  however,  that  spe- 
cific duties,  onerous  as  they  are,  and  heavy  contributions,  accompanied  by 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  may  more  speedily  insure  that  peace 
which  we  have  failed  to  obtain  from  magnanimous  forbearance,  from 
brilliant  victories,  or  from  proffered  negotiation.  The  duties,  however, 
whilst  they  may  be  specific,  and  therefore  more  onerous  than  ad  valorem 
duties,  should  not  be  so  high  as  to  defeat  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  adopt  as  a  basis  the  tariff  of  Mexico,  because  the 
duties  are  extravagantly  high,  defeating  importation,  commerce,  and  rev- 
enue and  producing  innumerable  frauds  and  smuggling.  There  are  also 
sixty  articles  the  importation  of  which  into  Mexico  is  strictly  prohibited 
by  their  tariff,  embracing  most  of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  far  the  greater 
portion  of  our  products  and  fabrics. 

Among  the  sixty  prohibited  articles  are  sugar,  rice,  cotton,  boots  and 
half-boots,  coffee,  nails  of  all  kinds,  leather  of  most  kinds,  flour,  cotton 
yam  and  thread,  soap  of  aU  kindSj  common  earthenware,  lard,  molasses, 


526 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


timber  of  all  kinds,  saddles' of  all  kinds,  coarse  woolen  cloth,  cloths  f^ 
cloaks,  ready-made  clothing  of  all  kinds,  salt,  tobacco  of  all  kinds,  cotto 
goods  or  textures,  chiefly  such  as  are  made  by  ourselves;  pork,  fresh  c 
salted,  smoked  or  corned;  woolen  or  cottou  blankets  or  counterpanes, 
shoes  and  slippers,  wheat  and  grain  of  all  kinds.  Such  is  a  list  of  but 
part  of  the  articles  whose  importation  is  prohibited  by  the  Mexican  tariff. 
These  prohibitions  should  not  be  permitted  to  continue,  because  they 
exclude  most  of  otir  products  and  fabrics  and  prevent  the  collection  of 
revenue.  We  turn  from  the  prohibitions  to  the  actual  duties  imposed  by 
Mexico.  The  duties  are  specific  throughout,  and  almost  universallj"  by 
weight,  irrespective  of  value;  are  generally  protective  or  exorbitant,  and 
without  any  discrimination  for  revenue.  The  duties  proposed  to  be  sub- 
stituted are  moderate  when  compared  with  those  imposed  by  Mexico, 
being  generally  reduced  to  a  standard  more  than  one-half  below  the  Mex- 
ican duties.  The  duties  are  also  based  upon  a  discrimination  throughout 
for  revenue,  and,  keeping  in  \-iew  the  customs  and  habits  of  the  people 
of  Mexico,  so  different  from  our  own,  are  fixed  in  each  case  at  that  rate 
which  it  is  believed  will  produce  in  the  Mexican  ports  the  largest  amount 
of  revenue. 

In  order  to  realize  from  this  system  the  largest  amount  of  revenue,  3 
would  be  necessary  that  our  Army  and  Navy  should  seize  every  ii 
tant  port  or  place  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  California,  or  on  the  Pacifil 
and  open  the  way  through  the  interior  for  the  free  transit  of  exports  a 
imports,  and  especially  that  the  interior  passage  through  the  Mexics 
isthmus  should  be  secured  from  ocean  to  ocean,  for  the  benefit  of  c 
commerce  and  tliai  of  all  the  world.  This  measure,  whilst  it  woul^ 
greatly  increase  our  revenue  from  these  duties  and  facilitate  commtraiol 
tiou  between  our  forces  upon  the  eastern  and  western  coa.sts  of  Mexiqi 
would  probably  lead  at  the  concluaon  of  a  peace  to  results  of  incalcul 
ble  importance  to  our  own  commerce  and  to  that  of  all  the  world. 

In  the  meantime  the  Mexican  Gox'emment  monopoly  in  tobacco,  fro 
which  a  considerable  revenue  is  realized  by  Mexico,  together  with  t 
culture  there  which  yields  that  revenue,  should  be  abolished,  s 
diminish  the  resources  of  that  Government  and  augment  our  own  by  col- 
lecting the  duty  upon  all  the  imported  tobacco.  The  Mexican  interior 
transit  duties  should  also  be  alxilished,  and  also  their  internal  Go^-em- 
nient  duty  on  coin  and  bullion.  The  prohibition  of  exports  and  the 
duties  upon  exports  should  lie  annulled,  and  especially  the  hea\y  export 
duty  on  coin  and  bullion,  so  as  to  cheapen  and  facilitate  the  purchase  of 
imports  and  permit  the  precious  metals,  untaxed,  to  flow  out  freely  from 
Mexico  into  general  circulation.  Quicksilver  and  machiner>'  for  working 
the  mines  of  precious  metals  in  Mexico,  for  the  same  reasons,  should  a 
be  adnjitted  duty  free,  which,  with  the  measures  aboi'e  indicated, ' 
largely  increase  the  production  and  circulation  of  the  predous  met 
improve  our  uu'u  cuiimierce  and  industry  and  tlmt  ul  all  iieulial  p 
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In  thus  opening  the  ports  of  Mexico  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  you 
will  present  to  all  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  the  best  evidence 
of  your  desire  to  maintain  with  them  our  friendly  relations,  to  render  the 
war  to  them  productive  of  as  little  injury  as  possible,  and  even  to  advance 
their  interests,  so  far  as  it  safely  can  be  done,  by  affording  to  them  in 
common  with  ourselves  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  commerce  with  Mex- 
ico. To  extend  this  commerce,  you  will  have  unsealed  the  ports  of 
Mexico,  repealed  their  interior  transit  duties,  which  obstruct  the  passage 
of  merchandise  to  and  from  the  coast;  you  wiirhave  annulled  the  Gov- 
ernment duty  on  coin  and  bullion  and  abolished  the  heavy  export  duties 
on  the  precious  metals,  so  as  to  permit  them  to  flow  out  freely  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind;  you  will  have  expunged  the  long  list  of  their  pro- 
hibited articles  and  reduced  more  than  one-half  their  duties  on  imports, 
whilst  the  freest  scope  would  be  left  for  the  mining  of  the  precious  met- 
als. These  are  great  advantages  which  would  be  secured  to  friendly 
nations,  especially  when  compared  with  the  exclusion  of  their  commerce 
by  rigorous  blockades.  It  is  true,  the  duties  collected  from  these  im- 
ports would  be  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  Government,  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  expenses  of  the  war,  which  Mexico  insists  upon  prosecuting, 
are  borne  exclusively  by  ourselves,  and  not  by  foreign  nations.  It  can 
not  be  doubted  but  that  all  neutral  nations  will  see  in  the  adoption  of 
such  a  course  by  you  a  manifestation  of  your  good  will  toward  them  and 
a  strong  desire  to  advance  those  just  and  humane  principles  which  make 
it  the  duty  of  belligerents,  as  we  have  always  contended,  to  render  the 
war  in  which  they  are  engaged  as  little  injurious  as  practicable  to  neu- 
tral powers. 

These  duties  would  not  be  imposed  upon  any  imports  into  our  own 
country,  but  only  upon  imports  into  Mexico,  and  the  tax  would  fall 
upon  the  people  of  Mexico  in  the  enhancement  to  them  of  the  prices  of 
these  imports.  Nearly  all  our  own  products  are  excluded  by  the  Mexi- 
can tariff  even  in  time  of  peace;  they  are  excluded  also  diuing  the  war 
so  far  as  we  continue  the  system  of  blockading  any  of  the  ports  of  Mex- 
ico; and  they  are  also  excluded  even  from  the  ports  not  blockaded  in 
possession  of  Mexico;  whereas  the  new  system  would  soon  open  to  our 
commerce  all  the  ports  of  Mexico  as  they  shall  fall  into  our  military  pos- 
session. Neither  our  own  nor  foreign  merchants  are  required  to  send 
any  goods  to  Mexico,  and  if  they  do  so  voluntarily  it  will  be  because 
they  can  make  a  profit  upon  the  importation  there,  and  therefore  they 
will  have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  duties  levied  in  the  ports  of  Mexico 
upon  the  consumers  of  those  goods — ^the  people  of  Mexico.  The  whole 
money  collected  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  our  own  Government  and 
people,  to  sustain  the  war  and  to  prevent  to  that  extent  new  loans  and 
increased  taxation.  Indeed,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  is 
thrown  upon  the  ordinary  revenues  for  peace,  with  no  other  additional 
resources  but  loans  to  carry  on  the  war,  the  income  to  be  derived  from 
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a  military  contribution  through  the  agency  of  our  brave  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  who  will  no  doubt  cheerfully  and  faithfully  collect  and 
keep  these  moneys  and  account  for  them,  not  to  the  Treasury,  but  to 
the  Secretaries  of  War  or  of  the  Navy,  respectively. 

It  is  recommended  that  these  duties  be  performed  by  the  commandant 
of  the  port,  whether  naval  or  military,  aided  by  the  pa3nmaster  or  purser 
or  other  officer,  the  accounts  of  each  being  countersigned  by  the  other, 
as  a  check  upon  mistakes  or  error,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  the  case 
with  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  our  several  principal  ports,  which 
has  introduced  so  much  order  and  accuracy  in  our  system.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  as  in  some  cases  the  attention  of  the  commandant  of  the  port 
might  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of  other  duties  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  substitute  some  other  officer,  making  known  the  fact  to  the 
Secretaries  of  War  or  of  the  Navy,  and  subject  to  their  direction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Washington,  March  j/,  18^7, 

Sir:*  Being  charged  by  the  Constitution  with  the  prosecution  of  the 
existing  war  with  Mexico,  I  deem  it  proper,  in  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
doubted belligerent  right,  to  order  that  military  contributions  be  levied 
upon  the  enemy  in  such  of  their  ports  or  other  places  as  now  are  or  may 
be  hereafter  in  the  possession  of  our  land  and  naval  forces  by  conquest, 
and  that  the  same  be  collected  and  applied  toward  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  war.  As  one  means  of  effecting  this  object,  the  blockade  at  such 
conquered  ports  will  be  raised,  and  they  will  be  opened  to  our  own  com- 
merce and  that  of  all  neutral  nations  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war 
during  our  military  occupation  of  them,  and  duties  on  tonnage  and 
imports  will  be  levied  and  collected  through  the  agency  of  our  military 
and  naval  officers  in  command  at  such  ports,  acting  under  orders  from 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy 
of  a  communication  addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  23d  instant,  instructing  him  to  examine  the  existing  Mexican  tariff 
and  to  report  to  me,  for  my  consideration,  a  scale  of  duties  which  he 
would  recommend  to  be  levied  on  tonnage  and  imports  in  such  conquered 
ports,  together  with  such  regulations  as  he  would  propose  as  necessary 
and  proper  in  order  to  carry  this  policy  into  effect;  and  also  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  on  the  30th  instant  in 
answer  to  my  communication  to  him.  The  scale  of  duties  and  the  regu- 
lations for  their  collection  as  military  contributions  exacted  from  the 
enemy,  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  fhis  rq^CMt» 
have  been  approved  by  me. 

*  Addressed  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  tbe  Naij. 
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You  will,  after  consulting  with  the  Secretarj-  of  the  Na\-j-,  so  as  to 
secure  concert  of  action  between  the  War  and  Na%-j-  Departments,  issue 
the  Qecessaiy  orders  to  carry  the  measure  proposed  into  immediate  eSec 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


The  PREsmEST.  TuEAStiKv  Depabtmen-t.  Jur,e  to.  rf/7. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  vxiur  directions,  I  have  examined  the  ques- 
tions presented  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regani  lo  the  oiililary  contri- 
butions proposed  to  be  levied  in  Mexico  under  the  tariff  and  regulations 
sanctioned  by  you  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  following  modifications,  namely: 

First.  On  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  cotton  mixed  with  any 
other  material  except  wool,  worsted,  and  silk,  in  the  piece  or  in  any 
other  form,  a  duty,  as  a  militarj'  contribution,  of  30  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Second.  When  goods  on  which  the  duties  are  leried  by  weight  are  im- 
ported into  said  ports  in  the  package,  the  duties  shall  be  collected  on  the 
net  weight  only;  and  in  all  cases  an  alloi^-ance  shall  be  made  for  all  defi- 
fiendes,  leakage,  breakage,  or  damage  proved  to  have  actually  occurred 
dtuing  the  voyage  of  importation,  and  made  known  before  the  goods  are 
warehoused. 

Third.  The  period  named  in  the  eighth  of  said  regulation,'^  during 
which  the  goods  may  remain  in  warehouse  before  the  payment  of  duties 
\s  extended  from  thirty  to  ninety  days,  and  within  said  period  of  ninety 
days  any  portion  of  the  said  goods  on  which  the  duties,  as  a  militarj' 
contribution,  have  been  paid  may  be  taken,  after  such  payment,  from 
the  warehouse  and  entered  free  of  any  further  duty  at  any  other  port 
or  ports  of  Mexico  in  our  miUtar>-  possession,  the  facts  of  the  case,  with 
a  particular  description  of  said  goods  and  a  statement  that  the  duties 
thereon  have  been  paid,  being  certified  I^  the  proper  officer  of  the  port 
or  ports  of  reshipment. 

Fourth.  It  is  intended  to  provide  by  the  treaty  of  peace  that  all  goods 
imported  during  the  war  into  any  of  the  Mexican  ports  in  our  mihtary 
possession  shall  be  exempt  from  any  new  import  duty  or  confiscation  by 
Mexico  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  goods  liad  been  imported  and  p 


the  import  duties  prescribed  by  the  Government  of  Mexico. 


1  paid 


Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 


R.  J.  WALKER, 


Setretary  <<f  the  Treasnry.  j 


JrNB  li.  1S47J 
The  modifications  as  above  recommended  by  the  Secretary  dL  \ 
Treasury  are  apprxned  by  me,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  ! 
retary  of  the  Navy  will  gi^-e  the  pn^xr  orders  to  cany  them  into  eSefl 
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Treasury  Department,  November  5, 184.7. 
The  President. 

Sir:  The  military  contributions  in  the  form  of  duties  upon  imports 
into  Mexican  ports  have  been  levied  by  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy  during  the  last  six  months  under  your  order  of  the  31st  of  March 
last,  and  in  view  of  the  experience  of  the  practical  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem I  respectfully  recommend  the  following  modifications  in  some  of  its 
details,  which  will  largely  augment  the  revenue: 

That  the  duty  on  silk,  flax,  hemp  or  grass,  cotton,  wool,  worsted  or 
any  manufactures  of  the  same,  or  of  either  or  mixtiu-es  thereof;  coffee, 
teas,  sugar,  molasses,  tobacco  and  all  manufactures  thereof,  including 
cigars  and  cigarritos;  glass,  china,  and  stoneware,  iron  and  steel  and  all 
manufactures  of  either  not  prohibited,  be  30  per  cent  ad  valorem;  on  cop- 
per and  all  manufactures  thereof,  tallow,  tallow  candles,  soap,  fish,  beef, 
pork,  hams,  bacon,  tongues,  butter,  lard,  cheese,  rice,  Indian  com  and 
meal,  potatoes,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  all' other  grain,  rye  meal  and  oat 
meal,  flour,  whale  and  sperm  oil,  clocks,  boots  and  shoes,  pumps,  bootees 
and  slippers,  bonnets,  hats,  caps,  beer,  ale,  porter,  dder,  timber,  boards, 
planks,  scantling,  shingles,  laths,  pitch,  tar,  rosin,  turpentine,  spirits  of 
turpentine,  vinegar,  apples,  ship  bread,  hides,  leather  and  manufactures 
thereof,  and  paper  of  all  kinds,  20  per  cent  ad  valorem;  and  these  reduced 
rates  shall  also  apply  to  all  goods  on  which  the  duties  are  not  paid  remain- 
ing not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  deposit  in  the  Mexican  ports,  introduced 
under  previous  regulations  enforcing  military  contributions. 

Yours,  most  respectfuUy,  ^  j  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

November  6,  1847.^ 
The  modifications  as  above  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  are  approved  by  me,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  will  give  the  proper  orders  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Treasury  Department,  November  16, 1S47. 
The  President. 

Sir:  With  a  view  to  augment  the  military  contributions  now  collected 
by  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  under  your  order  of  the  31st 
of  March  last,  I  recommend  that  the  export  duty  exacted  before  the  war 
by  the  Government  of  Mexico  be  now  collected  at  the  port  of  exporta- 
tion by  the  same  officers  of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Mexican  ports  in  our  possession  who  are  authorized  to  collect  the  import 
duties,  aboUshing,  however,  the  prohibition,  of  export  established  in  cer- 
tain cases  by  the  Mexican  Government,  as  also  all  interior  transit  duties; 
dispensing  also  with  the  necessity  of  any  certificate  pf  having  paid  any 
duty  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
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THIRD  AXNTAL  MESSAGE. 

\V.\SHINGTON.  Dtcember  7,  TS47, 

/'Wi/y7i>  Citizen  ^  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Hcuse  of  Representatives: 

"K\\*'.  ntHHL'il  mtttin;(  of  Congress  is  always  an  interesting  event.  The 
r^liP- .^*nt;itivi:s  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  come  fresh  from  their 
i  f,ii'.!itn':tits  to  take  coun>el  together  for  the  common  good. 

Aft*r  an  ^xi-»tenre  of  near  three-fourths  of  a  centur>-  as  a  free  and  inde- 

IwiwUnt  ktjitihli^ ,  the  problem  no  longer  remains  to  be  solved  whether 

man  i »  rajKible  of  self-government.     The  success  of  our  admirable  system 

•4im  hisivc  refutation  of  the  theories  of  those  in  other  countries  who 
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maintain  that  a  **  favored  few'*  are  bom  to  rule  and  that  the  mass  of 
mankind  must  be  governed  by  force.  Subject  to  no  arbitrary  or  heredi- 
tary authority,  the  people  are  the  only  sovereigns  recognized  by  our  Con- 
stitution. 

Numerous  emigrants,  of  every  lineage  and  language,  attracted  by  the 
civil  and  religious  freedom  we  enjoy  and  by  our  happy  condition,  annu- 
ally crowd  to  our  shores,  and  transfer  their  heart,  not  less  than  their 
allegiance,  to  the  country  whose  dominion  belongs  alone  to  the  people. 

No  country  has  been  so  much  favored,  or  should  acknowledge  with 
deeper  reverence  the  manifestations  of  the  divine  protection.  An  all- 
wise  Creator  directed  and  guarded  us  in  our  infant  struggle  for  freedom 
and  has  constantly  watched  over  our  surprising  progress  imtil  we  have 
become  one  of  the  great  nations  of  the  earth. 

It  is  in  a  country  thus  favored,  and  under  a  Government  in  wiiich  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  hold  their  authority  for  limited  periods 
alike  from  the  people,  and  where  all  are  responsible  to  their  respective 
constituencies,  that  it  is  again  my  duty  to  communicate  with  Congress 
upon  the  state  of  the  Union  and  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs. 

During  the  past  year  the  most  gratifying  proofs  are  presented  that 
our  country  has  been  blessed  with  a  widespread  and  universal  prosper- 
ity. There  has  been  no  period  since  the  Government  was  founded  when 
all  the  industrial  pursuits  of  oiu*  people  have  been  more  successful  or 
when  labor  in  all  branches  of  business  has  received  a  fairer  or  better 
reward.  From  our  abundance  we  have  been  enabled  to  perform  the 
pleasing  duty  of  furnishing  food  for  the  starving  millions  of  less  favored 
countries. 

In  the  enjoyment  of  the  bounties  of  Providence  at  home  such  as  have 
rarely  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  people,  it  is  cause  of  congratulation  that 
our  intercourse  with  all  the  powers  of  the  earth  except  Mexico  continues 
to  be  of  an  amicable  character. 

It  has  ever  been  our  cherished  policy  to  cultivate  peace  and  good  will 
with  all  nations,  and  this  policy  has  been  steadily  pursued  by  me. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  our  relations  with  Mexico  since  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  Congress.  The  war  in  which  the  United  States 
were  forced  to  engage  with  the  Government  of  that  coimtry  still  con- 
tinues. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary,  after  the  full  exposition  of  them  contained  in 
my  message  of  the  nth  of  May,  1846,  and  in  my  annual  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  December  last,  to  reiterate 
the  serious  causes  of  complaint  which  we  had  against  Mexico  before  she 
commenced  hostilities. 

It  is  sufficient  on  the  present  occasion*  to  say  that  the  wanton  violation 
of  the  rights  of  person  and  property  of  our  citizens  committed  by  Mexico, 
her  repeated  acts  of  bad  faith  through  a  long  series  of  years,  and  her 
disregard  of  solemn  treaties  stipulating  for  indemnity  to  our  injured 
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dtuen»  DM  oiily  constitated  ample  cause  of  war  od  our  part,  but  were 
of  mich  an  aggravated  character  as  woald  ha^-e  justified  us  before  the 
whole  world  in  resorting  to  this  extreme  remedy.  With  an  anxious 
dorirc  to  avoid  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries,  we  forbore  for  yes 
to  asBcrt  our  clear  rights  by  fwce.  and  continued  to  seek  redress  for  t] 

wrongs  we  had  suffered  by  amicable  negotiation  in  ihe  hope  that  Me3      

might  yield  to  pacific  counsels  and  the  demands  of  justice.  In  this  hope 
we  were  disappointed.  Our  minister  of  peace  sent  to  Mexico  was  insult- 
ingly rejected.  The  Mexican  Government  refused  e\'en  to  hear  the 
terms  of  adjustment  which  he  was  authorized  to  propose,  and  finally, 
under  wholly  unjustifiable  pretexts,  invohed  the  two  countries  in  war 
by  invading  the  territory  of  the  State  of  Texas,  striking  the  first  blow, 
and  tthedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens  on  our  own  soil. 

Thoi\gh  the  United  Stales  were  the  aggrieved  nation,  Mexico  com- 
menced the  war,  and  we  were  compelled  in  self-defense  to  repel  the 
invader  and  to  vindicate  the  national  honor  and  interests  by  prosecuting 
it  with  \Hgor  until  we  could  obtain  a  just  and  honorable  peace. 

On  learning  tliat  hostilities  had  been  commenced  by  Mexico  I  promptly 
communicated  that  fact,  accompanied  with  a  succinct  statement  of  our 
other  causes  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  to  Congress,  and  that  body, 
by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  May,  1846,  declared  that  "by  the  act  of  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  Government  and 
the  United  States, ' '  This  act  declaring  ' '  the  war  to  exist  by  the  act 
of  the  Rqniblic  of  Mexico,"  and  making  provision  for  its  prosecution 
"to  a  s^icedy  and  successful  termination,"  was  passed  with  great  una- 
nimity by  Congress,  there  being  but  two  negative  votes  in  the  Senate 
and  Init  fourteen  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  existence  of  the  war  having  thus  been  declared  by  Congress,  it 
became  my  duty  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  to  conduct  and 
prosecute  il.  This  duty  has  been  performed,  and  though  at  everj-  stage 
of  its  progress  1  have  manifested  a  wilhngness  to  terminate  it  by  a  just 
peace,  Mexico  luis  refused  to  accede  to  any  terms  which  could  be  accepted 
by  the  I'nited  States  consistently  with  the  national  honor  and  interest. 

The  rapid  and  brilliant  successes  of  our  arms  and  the  \-ast  extent  of  the 
enemy's  territory  which  hiid  been  o\'ermn  and  conquered  before  the  close 
of  the  In.tt  sesniou  of  Congress  were  fully  known  to  that  body.  Since 
that  time  the  wnr  has  been  prosecuted  with  increased  energy,  and.  I  a 
(Cnttified  to  state,  with  a  success  which  commands  um\-ersal  admiratu 
Histur>'  presents  uo  parallel  of  so  many  glorious  Wctories  iKhievcd  ( 
f  tuition  within  so  iA\<s\.  a  i)erit)d.  Our  Army,  regulars  and  x-utni 
r»,  ha\-e  covered  themselves  with  imperishable  honors.  \\"h 
wlicrvx'er  our  forcoi  have  encountered  the  enemy,  tfaongh  he  was  nT] 
vnvtly  f^nperior  uurobetH  and  often  inlrettched  iu  fofliftcil  positions  tA  his 
own  selection  and  of  great  strrugth,  he  has  been  defeated.  Too  much 
\  CMI  not  be  bestowed  upon  •mx  officers  and  nieu,  regatUM  \ 
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volunteers,  for  their  gallantry,  discipline,  indomitable  courage,  and  per- 
severance, all  seeking  the  post  of  danger  and  vying  with  each  other  in 
deeds  of  noble  daring. 

While  every  patriot's  heart  must  exult  and  a  just  national  pride  ani- 
mate every  bosom  in  beholding  the  high  proofs  of  courage,  consummate 
military  skill,  steady  discipline,  and  humanity  to  the  vanquished  enemy 
exhibited  by  our  gallant  Army,  the  nation  is  called  to  mourn  over  the 
loss  of  many  brave  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  fallen  in  defense  of 
their  country's  honor  and  interests.  The  brave  dead  met  their  melan- 
choly fate  in  a  foreign  land,  nobly  discharging  their  duty,  and  with  their 
country's  flag  waving  triumphantly  in  the  face  of  the  foe.  Their  patri- 
otic deeds  are  justly  appreciated,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  their 
grateful  countrymen.  The  parental  care  of  the  Government  they  loved 
and  served  should  be  extended  to  their  surviving  families. 

Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  grati- 
fying intelligence  was  received  of  the  signal  victory  of  Buena  Vista,  and 
of  the  fall  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  with  it  the  strong  castle  of  San 
Juan  de  UUoa,  by  which  it  was  defended.  Believing  that  after  these 
and  other  successes  so  honorable  to  our  arms  and  so  disastrous  to  Mex- 
ico the  period  was  propitious  to  afford  her  another  opportunity,  if  she 
thought  proper  to  embrace  it,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  peace,  a 
commissioner  was  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  our  Army 
with  full  powers  to  enter  upon  negotiations  and  to  conclude  a  just  and 
honorable  treaty  of  peace.  He  was  not  directed  to  make  any  new  over- 
tures of  peace,  but  was  the  bearer  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico, 
in  reply  to  one  received  from  the  latter  of  the  22d  of  February,  1847, 
in  which  the  Mexican  Government  was  informed  of  his  appointment 
and  of  his  presence  at  the  headquarters  of  our  Army,  and  that  he  was 
invested  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  when- 
ever the  Mexican  Government  might  signify  a  desire  to  do  so.  While  I 
was  unwilling  to  subject  the  United  States  to  another  indignant  refusal, 
I  was  yet  resolved  that  the  evils  of  the  war  should  not  be  protracted  a 
day  longer  than  might  be  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  Mexican 
Government. 

Care  was  taken  to  give  no  instructions  to  the  commissioner  which  could 
in  any  way  interfere  with  our  military  operations  or  relax  our  energies  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  possessed  no  authority  in  any  manner  to 
control  these  operations.  He  was  authorized  to  exhibit  his  instructions 
to  the  general  in  command  of  the  Army,  and  in  the  event  of  a  treaty 
being  concluded  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  Mexico  he  was  directed  to 
give  him  notice  of  that  fact.  On  the  happening  of  such  contingency,  and 
on  receiving  notice  thereof,  the  general  in  command  was  instructed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  suspend  further  active  military  operations  until 
f urth^  oi:4ers.    TU^se  instructions  were  ^ven  with  a  vi^w  W  wtenait 
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hostilities  until  the  treaty  thus  ratified  by  Mexico  could  be 
to  Washington  and  receive  the  action  of  the  Go\-emment  of  the  United 
States.  The  commissioner  was  also  directed  on  reaching  the  Army  to 
deliver  to  the  general  in  command  the  dispatch  which  he  bore  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  minister  of  foreign  aSairs  of  Mexico,  and  on 
recei\"ing  it  the  general  was  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause 
it  to  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  of  the  Mexican  forces,  with  a  re- 
quest that  it  might  be  communicated  to  his  Government. 

The  commissioner  did  not  reach  the  headquarters  of  tlie  Army  until 
after  another  brilliant  ^-ictor>'  had  crowned  our  arms  at  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  dispatcli  which  he  bore  from  the  Secretarx'  of  War  to  the  general 
in  command  of  the  Army  was  received  by  that  officer,  then  at  Jalapa.  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1S47,  together  with  the  dispatch  from  the  Secretary-  of 
State  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico.  haWng  been  transmitted 
to  him  from  Vera  Cruz.  The  commissioner  arTi\-ed  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  a  few  days  afterwards.  His  presence  with  the  Army  and 
his  diplomatic  character  were  made  known  to  the  Mexican  Go\-emmeni 
from  Puebla  on  the  12th  of  June.  1S47.  by  the  transmission  of  the  dis- 
patch from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  minister  of  foreign  a&trs 
Mexico. 

Many  weeks  elapsed  after  its  receipt,  and  no  overtures  were  made 
was  any  desire  expressed  by  the  Mexican  Go\'ernment  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations for  peace. 

Our  Army  pursued  its  march  upon  the  capital,  and  as  it  approached 
it  was  met  by  formidable  resistance.  Our  forces  first  encountered  the 
enemy,  and  achieved  signal  %-ictories  in  the  se\'erely  contested  battles  of 
Contreras  and  Churubusco.  It  was  not  until  after  these  actions  had 
resulted  in  decisive  victories  and  the  capital  of  the  enemy  was  within 
ovu'  power  that  the  Mexican  Government  manifested  any  disposition  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  peace,  and  e\fen  then,  as  events  have  proved, 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  beliex-e  the>'  were  insincere,  and  that  in  agre^, 
ing  to  go  through  the  forms  of  negotiation  the  object  was  to  gain 
to  strengthen  the  defenses  of  their  capital  and  to  prepare  for  fresb 
ance. 

The  general  in  command  of  the  Army  deemed  it  expedient  to  sasp( 
hostilities  temporarily  by  entering  into  an  armistice  with  a  \-iew  to  t 
opening  of  negotiations.  Commissioners  were  appointed  on  the  pait  oJ 
Mexico  to  meet  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  Vnited  States.  The 
result  of  ibe  conferences  which  took  place  between  these  functionaries  of 
the  two  Governments  was  a  failure  to  conclude  a  treat}-  of  peace. 

The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  took  with  him  the  projcccfl 
a  treaty  already  prepared,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  indemnity  r 
by  the  United  States  was  a  cession  of  territor>'. 

It  is  well  knnu-n  lliat  the  only  indemnity  which  it  is  in  the  f 
o(  Mexico  to  niAke  in  satisfaction  of  Ibe  just  and  loog-defened  c 
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our  citizens  against  her  and  the  only  means  by  which  she  can  reimburse 
the  United  States  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  is  a  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  a  portion  of  her  territory.  Mexico'has  no  money  to  pay,  and  no 
other  means  of  making  the  required  indemnity.  If  we  refuse  this,  we 
can  obtain  nothing  else.  To  reject  indemnity  by  refusing  to  accept  a  ces^ 
sion  of  territory  would  be  to  abandon  all  our  just  demands,  and  to  wage 
the  war,  bearing  all  its  expenses,  without  a  purpose  or  definite  object. 

A  state  of  war  abrogates  treaties  previously  existing  between  the  bel- 
ligerents and  a  treaty  of  peace  puts  an  end  to  all  claims  for  indemnity  for 
tortious  acts  committed  under  the  authority  of  one  government  against 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  another  unless  they  are  provided  for  in  its  stip- 
ulations. A  treaty  of  peace  which  would  terminate  the  existing  war 
without  providing  for  indemnity  would  enable  Mexico,  the  acknowledged 
debtor  and  herself  the  aggressor  in  the  war,  to  relieve  herself  from  her 
just  liabilities.  By  such  a  treaty  our  citizens  who  hold  just  demands 
against  her  would  have  no  remedy  either  against  Mexico  or  their  own 
Government.  Our  duty  to  these  citizens  must  forever  prevent  such  a 
peace,  and  no  treaty  which  does  not  provide  ample  means  of  discharging 
these  demands  can  receive  my  sanction. 

A  treaty  of  peace  should  settle  all  existing  differences  between  the 
two  countries.  If  an  adequate  cession  of  territory  should  be  made  by 
such  a  treaty,  the  United  States  should  release  Mexico  from  all  her  lia- 
bilities and  assume  their  payment  to  our  own  citizens.  If  instead  of 
this  the  United  States  were  to  consent  to  a  treaty  by  which  Mexico 
should  again  engage  to  pay  the  heavy  amount  of  indebtedness  which  a 
just  indemnity  to  our  Government  and  our  citizens  would  impose  on 
her,  it  is  notorious  that  she  does  not  possess  the  means  to  meet  such  an 
undertaking.  From  such  a  treaty  no  result  could  be  anticipated  but 
the  same  irritating  disappointments  which  have  heretofore  attended  the 
violations  of  .similar  treaty  stipulations  on  the  part  of  Mexico.  Such  a 
treaty  would  be  but  a  temporary  cessation  of  hostilities,  without  the  res- 
toration of  the  friendship  and  good  understanding  which  should  charac- 
terize the  future  intercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

That  Congress  contemplated  the  acquisition  of  territorial  indemnity 
when  that  body  made  provision  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  is  obvi- 
ous. Congress  could  not  have  meant  when,  in  May,  1846,  they  appro- 
priated $10,000,000  and  authorized  the  President  to  employ  the  militia 
and  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  and  to  accept  the  serv- 
ices of  50,000  volunteers  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  when, 
at  their  last  session,  and  after  our  Army  had  invaded  Mexico,  they  made 
additional  appropriations  and  authorized  the  raising  of  additional  troops 
for  the  same  purpose,  that  no  indemnity  was  to  be  obtained  from  Mexico 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war;  and  yet  it  was  certain  that  if  no  Mexican 
territory  was  acquired  no  indemnity  could  be  obtained.  It  is  further 
nianifest  that  Con^;ress  contemplated  territorial  indemnity  from  tlie  fagt 
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that  at  thdr  last  session  an  act  was  passed,  upoa  the  Executive  i 
mendation,  appropriating  |;3, 000,000  with  that  express  object.  This  ap- 
propriation was  made  "to  enable  the  President  to  conclade  a  treaty  of 
peace,  limits,  and  boundaries  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  be  used  by 
him  in  the  e\'ent  that  said  treaty,  when  signed  by  the  authorized  agents 
of  the  two  GOT'emments  and  duly  ratified  by  Mexico,  shall  call  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  same  or  any  part  thereof. ' '  The  object  of  asking  this 
appropriation  was  distinctly  stated  in  the  se\'eral  messages  on  the  sub- 
ject which  I  communicated  to  Congress,  Similar  appropriations  made 
in  1S03  and  1S06,  which  were  referred  to,  were  intended  to  be  applied 
in  part  consideration  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas.  In 
hke  manner  it  was  anticipated  that  in  settling  the  terms  of  a  treaty  ol 
"limits  and  boundaries"  with  Mexico  a  cession  of  territory  estimated  to 
be  of  greater  value  than  the  amount  of  our  demands  against  her  might  be 
obtained,  and  that  the  prompt  payment  of  this  sum  in  part  consideratiotl 
for  the  territory  ceded,  on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  and  its  ratification 
on  her  part,  might  be  an  inducement  with  her  to  make  such  a  cesskn 
of  teiritory  as  would  be  satisfactor>-  to  the  United  States;  and  although 
the  failure  to  conclude  such  a  treaty  has  rendered  it  auuecessar>-  to  use 
any  part  of  the  $3,000,000  appropriated  by  that  act,  and  the  entire  sum 
remains  in  the  Treasury',  it  is  still  apphcable  to  that  object  should  the 
contingency  occur  mating  such  appUcation  proper. 

The  doctrine  of  no  territory  is  the  doctrine  of  no  indemnity,  and  tf 
sanctioned  would  be  a  public  acknowledgment  that  our  couuti>'  was 
wrong  and  that  the  war  declared  by  Congress  with  extiaordinarj-  una- 
nimity was  unjust  and  should  be  abandoned — an  admission  unfounded  tn 
fact  and  degrading  to  the  national  character. 

The  tenns  of  the  treaty  proposed  bj-  the  United  States  were  not  only 
just  to  Mexico,  but,  considering  the  character  and  amount  of  our  claims, 
the  unjustifiable  and  unprovoked  commencement  of  hostilities  by  her. 
the  expenses  of  the  war  to  which  we  have  been  subjected,  and  the  soc- 
cess  which  had  attended  our  arras,  were  deemed  to  be  of  a  most  liberal 
character. 

The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  agree  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boimdarj-  from  its  entrance  into 
the  Gulf  to  its  intersection  with  the  southern  boundary-  of  Xew  Mexico, 
in  north  latitude  about  32",  and  to  obtain  a  cession  to  the  United  States 
of  the  Provinces  of  Xew  Mexico  and  the  Califomias  and  the  privilege  of 
the  right  of  wa)'  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  The  bouudar)- 
of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  cession  to  the  United  States  of  Xew  Mexico 
and  Upper  California  constituted  an  ultimatum  which  our  commissioner 
was  under  no  circumstances  to  yield. 

That  it  might  be  manifest,  not  only  to  Mexico,  bat  to  all  other  natioos, 
that  the  United  States  were  not  disposed  to  take  adt-antsge  of  a  fcriile 
power  bj-  insisting  upon  wresting  from  her  all  the  other  Pnn'inccs,  includ- 
ing many  of  her  principal  ton-us  and  cities,  which  we  had  conquered  and 
r  military  occupatioo,  but  were  willing  to  oooclode  a  (i 
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a  spirit  of  liberality,  our  commissioner  was  authorized  to  stipulate  for 
the  restoration  to  Mexico  of  all  our  other  conquests. 

As  the  territory  to  be  acquired  by  the  boundary  proposed  might  be 
estimated  to  be  of  greater  value  than  a  fair  equivalent  for  our  just 
demands,  our  commissioner  was  authorized  to  stipulate  for  the  payment 
of  such  additional  pecimiary  consideration  as  was  deemed  reasonable. 

The  terms  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners  were 
wholly  inadmissible.  They  negotiated  as  if  Mexico  were  the  victori- 
ous, and  not  the  vanquished,  party.  They  must  have  known  that  their 
ultimatum  could  never  be  accepted.  It  required  the  United  States  to 
dismember  Texas  by  surrendering  to  Mexico  that  part  of  the  territory 
of  that  State  lying  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  included 
-within  her  limits  by  her  laws  when  she  was  an  independent  republic, 
and  when  she  was  annexed  to  the  United  States  and  admitted  by  Con- 
gress as  one  of  the  States  of  our  Union.  It  contained  no  provision  for 
the  payment  by  Mexico  of  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens.  It  required 
indemnity  to  Mexican  citizens  for  injuries  they  may  have  sustained  by 
our  troops  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  It  demanded  the  right  for 
Mexico  to  levy  and  collect  the  Mexican  tariff  of  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  her  ports  while  in  our  military  occupation  during  the  war,  and  the 
owners  of  which  had  paid  ta  oflBcers  of  the  United  States  the  military 
contributions  which  had  been  levied  upon  them;  and  it  offered  to  cede 
to  the  United  States,  for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  that  part  of  Upper 
California  lying  north  of  latitude  37®.  Such  were  the  imreasonable  terms 
proposed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners. 

The  cession  to  the  United  States  by  Mexico  of  the  Provinces  of  New 
Mexico  and  the  Califomias,  as  proposed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  believed  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  conven- 
ience and  interests  of  both  nations  than  any  other  cession  of  territory 
which  it  was  probable  Mexico  could  be  induced  to  make. 

It  is  manifest  to  all  who  have  observed  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Mexican  Government  for  some  years  past  and  at  present  that  if  these 
Provinces  should  be  retained  by  her  she  could  not  long  continue  to  hold 
and  govern  them.  Mexico  is  too  feeble  a  power  to  govern  these  Prov- 
inces, lying  as  they  do  at  a  distance  of  more  than  1,000  miles  from  her 
capital,  and  if  attempted  to  be  retained  by  her  they  would  constitute  but 
for  a  short  time  even  nominally  a  part  of  her  dominions.  This  would  be 
especially  the  case  with  Upper  Cahfomia. 

The  sagacity  of  powerful  European  nations  has  long  since  directed 
their  attention  to  the  commercial  importance  of  that  Province,  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  moment  the  United  States  shall  reUnquish 
their  present  occupation  of  it  and  their  claim  to  it  as  indemnity  an  effort 
would  be  made  by  some  foreign  power  to  possess  it,  either  by  conquest 
or  by  purchase.  If  no  foreign  government  should  acquire  it  in  either  of 
these  modes,  an  independent  revolutionary  goyenunent  would  probably 
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be  established  by  the  iuhabitants  and  such  foreigners  as  may  remain  in 
or  remove  lo  the  country  as  soon  as  it  sliall  be  knoviii  that  the  United 
States  ha\'e  abandoned  it.  Such  a  go\'emment  would  be  too  feeble  long 
to  maintain  its  separate  independent  existence,  and  nould  finally  become 
annexed  to  or  be  a  dependent  colony  of  some  more  powerful  state. 

Should  any  foreign  government  attempt  to  possess  it  as  a  colony,  or 
otherwise  to  incorporate  it  with  itself,  the  principle  avowed  by  Presi- 
dent Mom-oe  in  1824.  and  reaffirmed  in  my  first  annual  message,  that  no 
foreign  power  shall  with  our  consent  be  permitted  to  plant  or  establish 
any  new  colony  or  dominion  on  any  part  of  the  North  American  conti- 
nent must  be  maintained.  In  maintaining  this  principle  and  in  feast- 
ing its  invasion  by  any  foreign  power  we  might  be  iuvoh-ed  in  other 
wars  more  expensive  and  more  difficult  than  that  in  which  we  are  doot 
engaged. 

The  Pro\'inces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Califomias  are  contiguous  to 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  if  brought  under  the  go\"eni- 
raent  of  our  laws  their  resources — mineral,  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  commercial — would  soon  be  developed. 

Upper  California  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  our  Oregon  possessions, 
and  if  held  by  the  United  States  would  soon  be  settled  by  a  hardy, 
enterprising,  and  intelligent  portion  of  our  population.  The  Bay  of  San 
Frandsco  and  other  harbors  along  the  Cahfomian  coast  would  afford  shel- 
ter for  our  Navy,  for  our  numerous  whale  ships,  and  other  merchant 
vessels  employed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  would  in  3  sliort  period  become 
the  marts  of  an  extensive  and  profitable  commerce  with  China  and  other 
countries  of  the  East. 

These  ad\-antages,  in  which  the  whole  commercial  world  would  par- 
ticipate, would  at  once  be  secured  to  the  United  States  by  the  cession  of 
this  territorj-;  while  it  is  certain  that  as  long  as  it  remains  a  part  of  the 
Mexican  dominions  they  can  be  enjoyed  neither  by  Mexico  herself  nor 
by  any  other  nation. 

New  Mexico  is  a  frontier  Province,  and  has  never  been  of  any  considet 
able  value  to  Mexico.    From  its  locality  it  is  naturally  connected  with  oar  ■ 
Western  settlements.     The  territorial  limits  of  the  State  of  Texas,  too, 
as  defined  by  her  laws  before  her  admission  into  our  Union,  embrace  all 
that  portion  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  while  Mexico— 
still  claims  to  hold  this  territor>'  as  a  part  of  her  dominions.    Tlie  adjui 
ment  of  this  question  of  boundaiy  is  important. 

There  is  another  con^deration  which  induced  the  belief  tliat  the  Mei 
can  Government  might  even  desire  to  place  this  Province  under  t 
protection  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Numerous  bands  ol 
fierce  and  warlike  savages  wander  o\'er  it  and  upon  its  borders,  Mexio 
has  been  and  must  continue  to  tie  too  feeble  lo  restratu  them  from  com 
mitting  depredations,  rohlwries,  and  murders,  not  only  upon  the  inhabit^ 
f  Mexico  itself,  but  upon  those  of  the  other  nurthcm  Sta 
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of  Mexico.  It  would  be  a  blessing  to  all  these  northern  States  to  have 
their  citizens  protected  against  them  by  the  power  of  the  United  Statfes. 
At  this  moment  many  Mexicans,  principally  females  and  children,  are  in 
captivity  among  them.  If  New  Mexico  were  held  and  governed  by  the 
United  States,  we  could  effectually  prevent  these  tribes  from  committing 
such  outrages,  and  compel  them  to  release  these  captives  and  restore 
them  to  their  famiUes  and  friends. 

In  proposing  to  acquire  New  Mexico  and  the  Califomias,  it  was  known 
that  but  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  Mexican  people  would  be  trans- 
ferred with  them,  the  country  embraced  within  these  Provinces  being 
chiefly  an  uninhabited  region. 

These  were  the  leading  considerations  which  induced  me  to  authorize 
the  terms  of  peace  which  were  proposed  to  Mexico.  They  were  rejected, 
and,  negotiations  being  at  an  end,  hostilities  were  renewed.  An  assault 
was  made  by  our  gallant  Army  upon  the  strongly  fortified  places  near 
the  gates  of  the  City  of  Mexico  and  upon  the  city  itself,  and  after  sev- 
eral days  of  severe  conflict  the  Mexican  forces,  vastly  superior  in  number 
to  our  own,  were  driven  from  the  city,  and  it  was  occupied  by  our  troops. 

Immediately  after  information  was  received  of  the  unfavorable  result 
of  the  negotiations,  believing  that  his  continued  presence  with  the  Army 
could  be  productive  of  no  good,  I  determined  to  recall  our  commissioner. 
A  dispatch  to  this  effect  was  transmitted  to  him  on  the  6th  of  October 
last.  The  Mexican  Government  will  be  informed  of  his  recall,  and  that 
in  the  existing  state  of  things  I  shall  not  deem  it  proper  to  make  any 
further  overtures  of  peace,  but  shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  receive  and 
consider  any  proposals  which  may  be  made  by  Mexico. 

Since  the  liberal  proposition  of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  be 
made,  in  April  last,  large  expenditures  have  been  incurred  and  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  many  of  our  patriotic  fellow-citizens  has  been  shed  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  consideration  and  the  obstinate  persever- 
ance of  Mexico  in  protracting  the  war  must  influence  the  terms  of  peace 
which  it  may  be  deemed  proper  hereafter  to  accept. 

Our  arms  having  been  ever)rwhere  victorious,  having  subjected  to  our 
military  occupation  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy's  country,  including 
his  capital,  and  negotiations  for  peace  having  failed,  the  important  ques- 
tions arise,  in  what  manner  the  war  ought  to  be  prosecuted  and  what 
should  be  our  future  policy.  I  can  not  doubt  that  we  should  secure  and 
render  available  the  conquests  which  we  have  already  made,  and  that 
with  this  view  we  should  hold  and  occupy  by  our  naval  and  military 
forces  all  the  ports,  towns,  cities,  and  Provinces  now  in  our  occupation 
or  which  may  hereafter  fall  into  our  possession;  that  we  should  press 
forward  our  military  operations  and  levy  such  military  contributions 
on  the  enemy  as  may,  as  far  as  practicable,  defray  the  future  expenses 
of  the  war. 

Had  the  Government  of  Mexico  acceded  to  the  equitable  and  liberal 
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terms  proposed,  that  mode  of  adjustment  would  have  been  preferred.! 
Mexico  having  declined  to  do  this  and  failed  to  offer  any  other  termsfl 
which  could  be  accepted  by  the  United  States,  the  uational  honor,  no  less  * 
than  the  pubhc  interests,  requires  that  the  war  sliould  be  prosecuted  with 
increased  energy  and  power  until  a  just  and  satisfactory-  peace  ( 
obtained.     In  the  meantime,  as  Mexico  refuses  all  indeniaity.  we  should  ■ 
adopt  measures  to  indemnify  ourselves  by  appropriating  permanently  a 
portion  of  her  territory.    Early  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  Newl 
Mexico  and  the  Califomias  were  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces.    Our  ' 
miUtary  and  naval  commanders  were  ordered  to  conquer  and  hold  them, 
subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  treaty  of  peace. 

These  Provinces  are  now  in  our  undisputed  occupation,  and  have  been 
so  for  many  months,  all  resistance  on  the  part  of  Mexico  having  ceased 
within  their  limits.    I  am  satisfied  tliat  they  should  never  be  surrendered 
to  Mexico.     Should  Congress  concur  with  me  in  this  opinion,  and  that  ■ 
they  should  be  retained  by  the  United  States  as  indemnity,  I  can  pen;ei^*frB 
no  good  reason  why  the  civil  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  States! 
should  not  at  once  be  extended  over  them.     To  wait  for  a  treaty  of  peace  I 
sudi  as  we  are  willing  to  make,  by  whicli  our  relations  toward  them  I 
would  not  be  changed,  can  not  be  good  policy;  whilst  our  own  interest! 
and  that  of  the  people  inhabiting  them  require  that  a  stable,  responsi-  ' 
ble,  and  free  government  under  our  authority  should  as  soon  as  possible 
be  establtslied  over  them.    Should  Congress,  therefore,  determine  to  Iiold 
these  Provinces  permanently,  and  that  they  shall  hereafter  be  considered 
as  constituent  parts  of  our  country,  the  early  establistimeut  of  Territorial 
governments  over  them  will  be  important  for  the  more  perfect  protection 
of  persons  and  property;  and  I  recommend  tliat  such  Territorial  govern- 
ments be  established.     It  will  promote  peace  and  tranquilUty  among  the 
inhabitants,  by  allaying  all  apprehension  that  they  may  still  entertain  of 
being  again  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico.     I  invite  the  early 
and  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  to  this  important  subject. 

Besides  New  Mexico  and  the  Califomias,  there  are  other  Mexican 
Provinces  which  have  been  reduced  to  our  possession  by  conquest.    These 
other  Mexican  Pro\-inces  are  now  governed  by  oiu"  miUtary  and  naval 
commanders  under  the  general  authority  which  is  conferred  upon  a  con- 
queror by  the  laws  of  war.    They  should  continue  to  be  held,  as  a  means 
of  coercing  Mexico  to  accede  to  just  terms  of  peace.     Civil  as  well  a^  mill- J 
tary  oEBcers  are  required  to  conduct  such  a  government.    Adequate  com-l 
peusation.  to  be  drawn  from  contributions  levied  on  the  enemy,  should  h 
fixed  by  law  for  such  officers  as  may  be  thus  employed.    What  further  pra 
vision  may  become  necessarj'  and  what  final  disposition  it  may  be  propc 
to  make  of  them  must  depend  on  the  future  progress  of  the  war  and  thi 
course  which  Mexico  may  think  proper  hereafter  to  pursue. 

With  the  views  I  entertain  I  can  not  favor  the  policy  which  has  I 
Buggested.  either  to  withdraw  our  Army  altogether  or  to  retire  to  a  d 
ignated  line  and  simply  hold  and  defend  it.     To  withdraw  oni  t 
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altogether  from  the  conquests  they  have  made  by  deeds  of  unparalleled 
braver>^  and  at  the  expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  in  a  just  war 
on  our  part,  and  one  which,  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,  we  could  not  honor- 
ably have  avoided,  would  be  to  degrade  the  nation  in  its  own  estimation 
and  in  that  of  the  world.  To  retire  to  a  line  and  simply  hold  and  defend 
it  would  not  terminate  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  encourage 
Mexico  to  persevere  and  tend  to  protract  it  indefinitely.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  Mexico,  after  refusing  to  establish  such  a  line  as  a  perma- 
nent boundary  when  our  victorious  Army  are  in  possession  of  her  capital 
and  in  the  heart  of  her  country,  would  permit  us  to  hold  it  without  resist- 
ance. That  she  would  continue  the  war,  and  in  the  most  harassing  and 
annoying  forms,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  A  border  warfare  of  the  most 
savage  character,  extending  over  a  long  line,  would  be  unceasingly  waged. 
It  would  require  a  large  army  to  be  kept  constantly  in  the  field,  stationed 
at  posts  and  garrisons  along  such  a  line,  to  protect  and  defend  it.  The 
enemy,  relieved  from  the  pressture  of  our  anns  on  his  coasts  and  in  the 
populous  parts  of  the  interior,  would  direct  his  attention  to  this  line,  and, 
selecting  an  isolated  post  for  attack,  would  concentrate  his  forces  upon  it. 
This  would  be  a  condition  of  affairs  which  the  Mexicans,  pursuing  their 
favorite  system  of  guerrilla  warfare,  would  probably  prefer  to  any  other. 
Were  we  to  assume  a  defensive  attitude  on  such  a  line,  all  the  advantages 
of  such  a  state  of  war  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  We  could  levy 
no  contributions  upon  him,  or  in  any  other  way  make  him  feel  the  pres- 
sure of  the  war,  but  must  remain  inactive  and  await  his  approach,  being 
in  constant  uncertainty  at  what  point  on  the  Une  or  at  what  time  he  might 
make  an  assault.  He  may  assemble  and  organize  an  overwhelming  force 
in  the  interior  on  his  own  side  of  the  line,  and,  concealing  his  purpose, 
make  a  sudden  assault  upon  some  one  of  our  posts  so  distant  from  any 
other  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  timely  succor  or  reenforcements, 
and  in  this  way  our  gallant  Army  would  be  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
being  cut  off  in  detail;  or  if  by  their  unequaled  bravery  and  prowess 
everjrwhere  exhibited  during  this  war  they  should  repulse  the  enemy, 
their  numbers  stationed  at  any  one  post  may  be  too  small  to  pursue  him. 
If  the  enemy  be  repulsed  in  one  attack,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  retreat  to  his  own  side  of  the  line,  and,  being  in  no  fear  of  a  pursuing 
army,  may  reenforce  himself  at  leisure  for  another  attack  on  the  same  or 
some  other  post.  He  may,  too,  cross  the  line  between  our  posts,  make 
rapid  incursions  into  the  country  which  we  hold,  murder  the  inhabitants, 
commit  depredations  on  them,  and  then  retreat  to  the  interior  before  a 
sufficient  force  can  be  concentrated  to  pursue  him.  Such  would  probably 
be  the  harassing  character  of  a  mere  defensive  war  on  our  part.  If  our 
forces  when  attacked,  or  threatened  with  attack,  be  permitted  to  cross 
the  line,  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  conquer  him,  this  would  be  again  to 
invade  the  enemy's  country  after  having  lost  all  the  advantages  of  the 
conquests  we  have  already  made  by  having  voluntarily  abandoned  them« 
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To  hold  such  a  line  successfully  aud  in  security  it  is  far  from  being  cer- 
tain that  it  would  not  require  as  large  an  anny  as  would  be  necessar>-  to 
hold  all  the  conquests  we  have  already  made  and  to  continue  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  It  is  also  far 
from  being  certain  that  the  expenses  of  llie  war  would  be  diminished  by 
such  a  policy. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  best  means  of  vindicating  the  national  honor 
and  interest  and  of  bringing  the  war  to  ail  honorable  close  will  be  to 
prosecute  it  with  increased  enei^y  and  power  in  the  vital  parts  of  tbe^ 
enemy's  country.  ■ 

In  my  annual  message  to  Congress  of  December  last  I  declared  that — m 

The  war  has  not  been  waged  with  a  view  to  conquest,  but,  having  been  cota- 
menced  by  Uexico,  it  has  beeu  carried  iuto  lie  enemy's  country  and  will  be  vigot- 
oualy  prosecuted  Ihere  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace,  and  thereby  secure 
ample  indemnity  for  the  eipcnses  of  the  war,  as  well  as  to  our  much-injured  citizen^  ._ 
who  hold  large  pecuniary  denumds  a^inst  Mexico.  M 

Sucli,  in  my  judgment,  continues  lo  be  our  true  policy;  indeed,  thftl 
only  policy  which  will  probably  secure  a  permanent  peace.  I 

It  has  never  been  contemplate<l  by  me,  as  an  object  of  the  war,  tol 
make  a  permanent  conquest  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  or  to  annihilate:! 
her  separate  existence  as  an  independent  nation.     On  the  contraiy,  it  ' 
has  ever  been  my  desire  that  she  should  maintain  her  nationality,  and 
under  a  good  government  adapted  to  her  condition  be  a  free,  independ- 
ent, and  prosperous  Republic.     The  United  States  were  the  first  among 
the  nations  to  recognize  her  independence,  and  have  always  desired  to 
be  on  terms  of  amity  and  good  neighborhood  with  her.     This  she  would 
not  suffer.      By  her  own  conduct  we  have  been  compelled  to  engage  iu 
the  present  war.     In  its  prosecution  we  seek  not  her  o\'erthrow  as  a 
nation,  but  in  vindicating  our  national  houor  we  seek  to  obtain  redress 
for  the  wrongs  she  has  done  us  and  indemnity  for  our  just  demands 
against  her.     We  demand  an  honorable  peace,  and  that   peace  must 
bring  with  it  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future.     Hith- 
erto Mexico  has  refused  all  accommodation  by  which  such  a  peace  could- J 
be  obtained.  ■ 

Whilst  our  armies  have  advanced  from  victor>'  to  victory  from  tbefl 
commencement  of  the  war,  it  has  always  been  with  the  olive  branch  offl 
peace  in  their  hands,  and  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  Mexico  at  cveryv 
step  to  arrest  hostilities  by  accepting  it,  m 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  peace  has  nndoubtedly  ariscnl 
from  the  fact  that  Mexico  has  been  so  long  held  in  subjection  by  onefl 
faction  or  mi]itar>'  ustu^r  after  another,  and  such  has  been  the  conditioiM 
of  insecurity  in  which  their  successive  go\-cmments  have  I»«u  placcdl 
that  each  has  been  deterred  from  making  peace  lest  for  this  vexy  cAUsofl 
a  rival  faction  might  expel  it  from  power.  Such  was  the  fate  uf  Preai<fl 
deot  Heirera's  admioislratioa  in  1S45  for  being  di^iosed  e\'en  to  Ustcal 
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to  the  overtures  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  the  war,  as  is  fully  con- 
firmed by  an  oflBcial  correspondence  which  took  place  in  the  month  of 
August  last  between  him  and  his  Government,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with communicated.  **For  this  cause  alone  the  revolution  which  dis- 
placed him  from  power  was  set  on  foot '  *  by  General  Paredes.  Such  may 
be  the  condition  of  insecurity  of  the  present  Government. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  peaceable  and  well-disposed  inhabit- 
ants of  Mexico  are  convinced  that  it  is  the  true  interest  of  their  country 
to  conclude  an  honorable  peace  with  the  United  States,  but  the  appre- 
hension of  becoming  the  victims  of  some  miUtary  faction  or  usurper  may 
have  prevented  them  from  manifesting  their  feelings  by  any  public  act. 
The  removal  of  any  such  apprehension  would  probably  cause  them  to 
speak  their  sentiments  freely  and  to  adopt  the  measures  necessary  for  the 
restoration  of  peace.  With  a  people  distracted  and  divided  by  contend- 
ing  factions  and  a  Government  subject  to  constant  changes  by  successive 
revolutions,  the  continued  successes  of  our  arms  may  fail  to  secure  a  satis- 
factory peace.  In  such  event  it  may  become  proper  for  our  commanding 
generals  in  the  field  to  give  encouragement  and  assurances  of  protection 
to  the  friends  of  ,peace  in  Mexico  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  free  republican  government  of  their  own  choice,  able  and  willing 
to  conclude  a  peace  which  would  be  just  to  them  and  secure  to  us  the 
indemnity  we  demand.  This  may  become  the  only  mode  of  obtaining 
such  a  peace.  Should  such  be  the  result,  the  war  which  Mexico  has 
forced  upon  us  would  thus  be  converted  into  an  enduring  blessing  to 
herself.  After  finding  her  torn  and  distracted  by  factions,  and  ruled  by 
military  usurpers,  we  should  then  leave  her  with  a  republican  govern- 
ment in  the  enjoyment  of  real  independence  and  domestic  peace  and 
prosperity,  performing  all  her  relative  duties  in  the  great  family  of 
nations  and  promoting  her  own  happiness  by  wise  laws  and  their  faithful 
execution. 

If,  after  affording  this  encouragement  and  protection,  and  after  all  the 
persevering  and  sincere  efforts  we  have  made  from  the  moment  Mexico 
commenced  the  war,  and  prior  to  that  time,  to  adjust  our  differences  with 
her,  we  shall  ultimately  fail,  then  we  shall  have  exhausted  all  honorable 
means  in  pursuit  of  peace,  and  must  continue  to  occupy  her  country  with 
our  troops,  taking  the  full  measure  of  indemnity  into  our  own  hands, 
and  must  enforce  the  terms  which  our  honor  demands. 

To  abt  otherwise  in  the  existing  state  of  things  in  Mexico,  and  to  with- 
draw our  Army  without  a  peace,  would  not  only  leave  all  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  complain  unredressed,  but  would  be  the  signal  for  new  and 
fierce  civil  dissensions  and  new  revolutions — all  aHke  hostile  to  peaceful 
relations  with  the  United  States.  Besides,  there  is  danger,  if  our  troops 
were  withdrawn  before  a  peace  was  concluded,  that  the  Mexican  people, 
wearied  with  successive  revolutions  and  deprived  of  protection  for  their 

persons  and  property,  might  at  length  be  inclined  to  yield  to  foreign 
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influences  and  to  cast  themselves  into  the  anns  of  some  European  mon- 
arch for  protection  from  the  anarchy  and  suffering  which  would  eusue. 
This,  for  our  own  safety  and  in  pursuance  of  our  estabhshed  policj-,  we 
should  be  compelled  to  resist.  We  could  never  consent  that  Mexico 
should  be  thus  converted  into  a  monarchy  governed  by  a  foreign  prince. 

Mexico  is  our  near  neighbor,  and  her  boundaries  are  coterminous  with 
our  own  through  the  whole  extent  across  the  North  American  continent, 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  Both  politically  and  conimercially  we  have  the 
deepest  interest  in  her  regeneration  and  prosperity.  Indeed,  it  is  impos- 
sible that,  with  any  just  regard  to  our  own  safety,  we  can  ever  become  ' 
indifEerent  to  her  fate. 

It  may  be  that  the  Mexican  Government  and  people  have  misconstrued 
or  misunderstood  our  forbearance  and  our  objects  in  desiring  to  conclude 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  existing  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. They  may  have  supposed  that  we  would  submit  to  terms  degrading 
to  the  nation,  or  they  may  have  drawn  false  inferences  from  the  sup- 
posed division  of  opinion  in  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  war, 
and  may  have  calculated  to  gain  much  by  protracting  it,  and,  indeed, 
that  we  might  ultimately  abandon  it  altogether  without  insisting  on  any 
indemnity,  territorial  or  otherwise.  Whatever  may  be  the  false  impres- 
sions under  which  they  have  acted,  the  adoption  and  prosecution  of  the 
energetic  policy  proposed  must  soon  undeceive  them. 

In  the  future  prosecution  of  the  war  the  enemy  must  be  made  to  feel 
its  pressure  more  than  they  have  heretofore  done.  At  its  commence- 
ment it  was  deemed  proper  to  conduct  it  in  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and 
liberality.  With  this  end  in  view,  early  measures  were  adopted  to  con- 
ciliate, as  far  as  a  state  of  war  would  permit,  the  mass  of  the  Mextcap 
population;  to  convince  them  that  the  war  was  waged,  not  against  the 
peaceful  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  but  against  their  failbles.s  Go\'erament, 
which  had  commenced  hostihties;  to  remove  from  their  minds  the  false 
impressions  which  their  designing  and  interested  rulers  had  artfully 
attempted  to  make,  that  the  war  on  our  part  was  one  of  conquest,  that 
it  was  a  war  against  their  religion  and  their  churches,  which  were  to  be 
desecrated  and  o\'erthrown,  and  that  their  rights  of  person  and  private 
property  would  be  violated.  To  remove  these  false  impressions,  our  com- 
manders in  the  field  were  directed  scrupulously  to  respect  their  religion, 
their  churches,  and  their  chin-ch  property,  which  were  in  no  manner  to 
be  \'iolated;  they  were  directed  also  to  respect  the  rights  of  persons  and  J 
property  of  all  who  should  not  take  up  arms  against  us. 

Assurances  to  this  effect  were  given  to  the  Mexican  people  by  Majoi 
General  Taylor  in  a  proclamation  issued  in  pursuance  of  instructiot 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  month  of  June.  1846.  and  again  byj 
Major-General  Scott,  who  acted  upon  his  own  convictions  of  the  pro-^ 
prictyof  issuing  it,  in  a  proclamation  of  the  nth  of  May ^1847.     In  this 
spirit  of  liberality  and  conciliation,  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  tlie  body 
of  the  Mexican  population  from  taking  up  arms  against  us.  was  the  war 
conducted  on  our  part.     Provisions  and  other  supplies  famished  to  ouzh 


James  K.  Polk  547 

Army  by  Mexican  citizens  were  paid  for  at  fair  and  liberal  prices,  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  it  became  appar- 
ent that  these  assurances  and  this  mild  treatment  had  failed  to  produce 
the  desired  effect  upon  the  Mexican  population.  While  the  war  had 
been  conducted  on  our  part  according  to  the  most  humane  and  liberal 
principles  observed  by  civiUzed  nations,  it  was  waged  in  a  far  different 
spirit  on  the  part  of  Mexico.  Not  appreciating  our  forbearance,  the  Mex- 
ican people  generally  became  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  availed 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  commit  the  most  savage  excesses  upon 
our  troops.  Large  numbers  of  the  population  took  up  arms,  and,  engag- 
ing in  guerrilla  warfare,  robbed  and  murdered  in  the  most  cruel  manner 
individual  soldiers  or  small  parties  whom  accident  or  other  causes  had 
separated  from  the  main  body  of  our  Army;  bands  of  guerrilleros  and 
robbers  infested  the  roads,  harassed  our  trains,  and  whenever  it  was  in 
their  power  cut  off  our  supplies. 

The  Mexicans  having  thus  shown  themselves  to  be  wholly  incapable 
of  appreciating  our  forbearance  and  liberaHty,  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
change  the  manner  of  conducting  the  war,  by  making  them  feel  its  pres- 
sure according  to  the  usages  observed  under  similar  circumstances  by  all 
other  civilized  nations. 

Accordingly,  as  early  as  the  22d  of  September,  1846,  instructions  were 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-General  Taylor  to  **  draw  sup- 
plies'* for  our  Army  **from  the  enemy  without  paying  for  them,  and 
to  require  contributions  for  its  support,  if  in  that  way  he  was  satisfied 
he  could  get  abundant  supplies  for  his  forces."  In  directing  the  exe- 
cution of  these  instructions  much  was  necessarily  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  commanding  oflScer,  who  was  best  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances by  which  he  was  surrounded,  the  wants  of  the  Army,  and  the 
practicabiUty  of  enforcing  the  measure.  General  Taylor,  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1846,  replied  from  Monterey  that  **  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
ble hitherto,  and  is  so  now,  to  sustain  the  Army  to  any  extent  by  forced 
contributions  of  money  or  supplies."  For  the  reasons  assigned  by  him, 
he  did  not  adopt  the  policy  of  his  instructions,  but  declared  his  readi- 
ness to  do  so  *  *  should  the  Army  in  its  future  operations  reach  a  portion 
of  the  country  which  may  be  made  to  supply  the  troops  with  advantage.  * ' 
He  continued  to  pay  for  the  articles  of  supply  which  were  drawn  from 
the  enemy's  country. 

Similar  instructions  were  issued  to  Major-General  Scott  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1847,  who  replied  from  Jalapa  on  the  20th  of  May,  1847,  that 
if  it  be  expected  **  that  the  Army  is  to  support  itself  by  forced  contribu- 
tions levied  upon  the  coimtry  we  may  ruin  and  exasperate  the  inhabit- 
ants and  starve  ourselves."  The  same  discretion  was  given  to  him  that 
had  been  to  General  Taylor  in  this  respect.  General  Scott,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  him,  also  continued  to  pay  for  the  articles  of  supply  for 
the  Army  which  were  drawn  from  the  enemy. 

After  the  Army  had  reached  the  heart  of  the  most  wealthy  portion  of 
Mexico  it  was  supposed  that  the  obstacles  which  had  before  that  time 
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prevented  it  would  not  I>e  such  as  to  render  impracticable  the  lery  of 
forced  contributions  for  its  support,  and  on  the  ist  of  September  and 
again  on  the  6th  of  October,  1847.  the  order  was  repeated  iu  dispatches 
addressed  by  the  Secretarj-  of  War  to  General  Scott,  and  his  attention 
was  again  called  to  the  importance  of  making  the  enemy  bear  the  bar- 
dens  of  the  war  by  requiring  them  to  furnish  the  means  of  supporting  oar 
Army,  and  he  was  directed. to  adopt  this  policy  unless  by  doing  so  there 
was  danger  of  depriving  the  Army  of  the  necessary  supplies.  Copies  di 
these  dispatches  were  forwarded  to  General  Taylor  for  his  gox-emmait. 
On  the  31st  of  March  last  I  caused  an  order  to  be  issued  to  our  milt- 
tarj'  and  naval  commanders  to  levj'  and  collect  a  mihtary  contribotioa 
upon  all  vessels  and  merchandise  which  might  enter  any  of  the  ports 
of  Mexico  in  onr  military  occupation,  and  to  apply  such  contributicMlS 
toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war.  By  virtue  of  the  right  of 
conquest  and  the  laws  of  war.  the  conqueror,  consulting  his  own  safety 
or  convenience,  may  either  exclude  foreign  commerce  altogether  f 
all  such  ports  or  permit  it  upon  such  terras  and  conditions  as  he  t 
prescribe.  Before  the  principal  ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded  by  o 
Navy  the  revenue  derived  from  import  duties  under  the  laws  of  Mexico 
was  paid  into  the  Mexican  treasure-.  After  these  ports  had  fallen  into 
our  militar>'  possession  the  blockade  was  raised  and  commerce  nith  them 
permitted  upon  prescribed  terras  and  conditions.  Tliey  were  opened  to 
the  trade  of  all  nations  upon  the  pa\ment  of  duties  more  moderate  in 
their  amount  than  those  which  had  been  previously  levied  by  Mexico, 
and  the  revenue,  which  was  formerly  paid  into  the  Mexican  treasury,  i 
directed  to  be  collected  by  otu"  military  and  naval  oiEcers  and  applied  t 
the  use  of  our  Army  and  Navy.  Care  was  taken  that  the  oBioers,  s 
diers,  and  sailors  of  our  Army  and  Navy  should  be  exempted  from  tb^ 
operations  of  the  order,  and,  as  the  merchandise  imported  upon  whi 
the  order  operated  must  be  consumed  by  Mexican  citizens,  the  cuniribi 
tions  exacted  were  in  effect  the  seizure  of  the  public  revenues  of  Mej 
and  the  application  of  them  to  our  own-  use.  In  directing  this  mes 
the  object  was  to  compel  the  euemy  to  contribute  as  far  as  practicaU 
toward  the  expenses  of  the  war, 

-  For  the  amount  of  contributions  which  have  been  levied  in  this  form] 
refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  tl 
Secretary  of  the  Nav>',  by  which  it  appears  that  a  sum  exceeding  half  fl 
million  of  dollars  has  been  collected.  This  aiiiount  would  uiidoubtec 
have  been  much  larger  but  for  the  difficulty  of  keeping  ()pen  commanid 
tions  between  the  coast  and  the  interior,  so  as  to  enable  tlie  owners  ^ 
the  merchandise  imported  to  transport  and  vend  it  to  the  inbabita 
of  the  countrv-.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  this  difficulty  will  lal 
great  extent  be  soon  removed  by  our  increased  forces  which  have  t 
sent  to  the  field. 

s  have  recently  been  adopted  by  which  the  internal  as  well  J 
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the  external  revenues  of  Mexico  in  all  places  in  our  military  occupation 
will  be  seized  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  our  Army  and  Navy. 

The  poHcy  of  levying  upon  the  enemy  contributions  in  every  form 
consistently  with  the  laws  of  nations,  which  it  may  be  practicable  for 
our  miUtary  commanders  to  adopt,  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  rigidly 
enforced,  and  orders  to  this  effect  have  accordingly  been  given.  By  such 
a  policy,  at  the  same  time  that  our  own  Treasury  will  be  relieved  from  a 
heavy  drain,  the  Mexican  people  will  be  made  to  feel  the  burdens  of  the 
war,  and,  consulting  their  own  interests,  may  be  induced  the  more  readily 
to  require  their  rulers  to  accede  to  a  just  peace. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress -events  trans- 
pired in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  which  in  my  judgment  required  a 
greater  number  of  troops  in  the  field  than  had  been  anticipated.  The 
strength  of  the  Army  was  accordingly  increased  by  *  *  accepting ' '  the  serv- 
ices of  all  the  volunteer  forces  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  May, 
1846,  without  putting  a  construction  on  that  act  the  correctness  of  which 
was  seriously  questioned.  The  volunteer  forces  now  in  the  field,  with 
those  which  had  been  '* accepted"  to  ** serve  for  twelve  months'*  and 
were  discharged  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service,  exhaust  the  50,000 
men  authorized  by  that  act.  Had  it  been  clear  that  a  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  act  warranted  it,  the  services  of  an  additional  number  would 
have  been  called  for  and  accepted;  but  doubts  existing  upon  this  point, 
the  power  was  not  exercised.  It  is  deemed  important  that  Congress 
should  at  an  early  period  of  their  session  confer  the  authority  to  raise  an 
additional  regular  force  to  serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico  and  to  be 
discharged  upon  the  conclusion  and  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  I 
invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  views  presented  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  his  report  upon  this  subject. 

I  recommend  also  that  authority  be  given  by  law  to  call  for  and  ac- 
cept the  services  of  an  additional  number  of  volunteers,  to  be  exercised 
at  such  time  and  to  such  extent  as  the  emergencies  of  the  service  may 
require. 

In  prosecuting  the  war  with  Mexico,  whilst  the  utmost  care  has  been 
taken  to  avoid  every  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  neutral 
nations,  and  none  has  been  given,  liberal  privileges  have  been  granted 
to  their  commerce  in  the  ports  of  the  enemy  in  our  military  occupation. 

The  diflSculty  with  the  Brazilian  Government,  which  at  one  time 
threatened  to  interrupt  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two  coimtries, 
will,  I  trust,  be  speedily  adjusted.  I  have  received  information  that  an 
envoy  extraordinary  and  -minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States 
will  shortly  be  appointed  by  His  Imperial  Majesty,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
he  will  come  instructed  and  prepared  to  adjust  all  remaining  differences 
between  the  two  Governments  in  a  manner  acceptable  and  honorable  to 
both.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  nothing 
will  occur  to  interrupt  our  amicable  relations  with  Brazil. 
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It  has  been  my  constant  effort  to  maintam  and  ctilti\-3te  the  most  inti- 
mate relations  of  friendship  with  all  the  independent  powers  of  South 
America,  and  this  polic>'  has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  results. 
It  is  true  that  the  settlenKnt  and  pajinent  of  many  jost  ciaims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  against  these  nations  have  been  long  delayed.  The  pecniiar 
portion  in  which  they  have  been  placed  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
my  predecessors  as  well  as  myself  to  ^rant  them  tbe  utmost  iadnlgence 
have  hitherto  prevented  these  claims  from  being  oi^ed  in  a  "'»»*™^ 
demanded  by  strict  justice.  The  time  has  ani^-ed  when  they  ooght  to 
be  hnally  adjusted  and  Uquidated,  and  efforts  ai?  now  making  for  that 
purpose. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  Government  of  Pern  has  in  gc»d 
failh  paid  the  first  two  instalhnents  of  the  indemnity  of  $30,000  eacb, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  the  interest  due  thereon,  in  execution  of  the 
convention  between  that  Government  and  the  United  States  the  ixljfi- 
cations  of  which  were  exchanged  at  Lima  on  tbe  31st  of  October,  1846. 
The  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  early  in  August  Ust  cxmd- 
pleted  the  adjudication  of  the  claims  under  this  convention,  and  majde 
his  report  thereon  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  Sth  of  August.  1846. 
The  snms  to  which  the  claimants  are  respecti^^y  entitled  will  be  pud 
on  demand  at  the  Treasur>-. 

I  incite  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to  the  present  comUtioa  of 
oar  citizens  in  China.  Under  our  treaty  with  that  power  Americaii 
citizens  are  withdrawn  from  the  jurisdiction,  whether  ci\'il  or  criminal, 
of  tbe  Chinese  Government  and  placed  under  that  of  our  public  func- 
tionaries in  that  countr>-.  By  these  alone  can  our  citizens  be  tried  and 
punished  for  the  commission  of  an)'  crime;  by  these  alone  can  qucstioiis 
be  decided  between  them  invoUnng  the  rights  of  persons  and  propertj', 
and  b>'  these  alone  can  contracts  be  enforced  into  which  the>-  may  have 
entered  with  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign  powers.  The  men^tant 
\-ea6els  of  the  United  States  lying  in  the  n-aters  of  tbe  fi\-e  poets  of 
China  open  to  foreign  commerce  are  under  the  exclusive  jurisdictioa  of 
ofi&cers  of  their  own  Government.  Until  Congress  shall  establish  com* 
petent  tribunals  to  try  and  punish  crimes  and  to  exercise  jurisdictkio  in 
d\-il  cases  in  China.  American  citizens  there  are  subject  to  no  law  what- 
ever. Crimes  may  be  committed  with  impunit}'  and  debts  may  be  con- 
tracted without  any  means  to  enforce  their  painnent.  InconvemetKCs 
have  already  resulted  from  the  omission  of  Congress  to  leguilate  ttpoo  the 
subject.  ai>d  sUU  greater  are  apprehended.  Tbe  British  authorities  in 
China  ha\-e  already  complained  that  this  Government  has  not  provided 
foe  the  punishment  of  crimes  or  the  enforcement  of  contracts  against 
American  dtizetts  in  that  oountiy,  whilst  their  Go\-emmcnt  bfts  estab- 
lished tribunals  by  which  an  American  dtiicn  can  recorer  debts  doe 
from  British  subjects. 

Accastomed,  as  the  Chinese  ar«,  to  sammary  jttstice,  they  conU  n 
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be  made  to  cx)mprehend  why  criminals  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States  should  escape  with  impunity,  in  violation  of  treaty  obligations, 
whilst  the  punishment  of  a  Chinese  who  had  committed  any  crime  against 
an  American  citizen  would  be  rigorously  exacted.  Indeed,  the  conse- 
quences might  be  fatal  to  American  citizens  in  China  should  a  flagrant 
crime  be  committed  by  any  one  of  them  upon  a  Chinese,  and  should  trial 
and  punishment  not  follow  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  treaty. 
This  might  disturb,  if  not  destroy,  our  friendly  relations  with  that  Em- 
pire, and  cause  an  interruption  of  our  valuable  commerce. 

Our  treaties  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  Tripoli,  Tunis,  Morocco,  and 
Muscat  also  require  the  legislation  of  Congress  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution, though  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  may  not  be  so  urgent 
as  in  regard  to  China. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  an  estimate  to  defray  the  expense 
of  opening  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Papal  States.  The  interesting 
political  events  now  in  progress  in  these  States,  as  well  as  a  just  regard  to 
our  commercial  interests,  have,  in  my  opinion,  rendered  such  a  measure 
highly  expedient. 

Estimates  have  also  been  submitted  for  the  outfits  and  salaries  of 
charges  d'affaires  to  the  Republics  of  Bolivia,  Guatemala,  and  Ecuador. 
The  manifest  importance  of  cultivating  the  most  friendly  relations  with 
all  the  independent  States  upon  this  continent  has  induced  me  to  recom- 
mend appropriations  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  these  missions. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  be  paid  to 
the  Spanish  Government  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  among  the  claim- 
ants in  the  Amistad  case.  I  entertain  the  conviction  that  this  is  due 
to  Spain  under  the  treaty  of  the  20th  of  October,  1795,  and,  moreover, 
that  from  the  earnest  manner  in  which  the  claim  continues  to  be  urg^ 
so  long  as  it  shall  remain  unsettled  it  will  be  a  source  of  irritation  and 
discord  between  the  two  countries,  which  may  prove  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  Good  policy,  no  less  than  a  faithful 
compliance  with  our  treaty  obligations,  requires  that  the  inconsiderable* 
appropriation  demanded  should  be  made. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances  will  be  presented 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  imports  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  were  of  the  value 
of  $146,545,638,  of  which  the  amoimt  exported  was  $8,011,158,  leaving 
$138,534,480  in  the  country  for  domestic  use.  The  value  of  the  exports 
for  the  same  period  was  $158,648,622,  of  which  $150,637,464  consisted 
of  domestic  productions  and  $8,011,158  of  foreign  articles. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  $26,- 
346,790.37,  of  which  there  was  derived  from  customs  $23,747,864.66, 
from  sales  of  public  lands  $2,498,335.20,  and  from  incidental  and  mis- 
cellaneous sources  $100,570.51.  The  last  fiscal  year,  during  which  this 
amount  was  received,  embraced  five  months  under  the  operation  of  the 
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tariff  act  of  1842  and  seven  months  during  wliicli  the  tariff  act  of  1846 
was  in  force.  During  the  five  months  under  the  act  of  1842  the  amount 
received  from  customs  was  $7,842,306.90,  and  during  the  seven  months 
under  the  act  of.iS46  the  amount  received  was  $15,905,557.76. 

The  net  revenue  from  customs  during  the  year  eudiug  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1S46,  being  the  last  year  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act 
of  1842,  was  $23,971,403.10,  and  the  net  revenue  from  customs  during  J 
the  year  ending  on  tlie  1st  of  December,  1847,  being  the  first  j-ear  underl 
the  operations  of  the  tariff  act  of  1846,  was  about  $31,500,000,  being  anj 
increase  of  revenue  for  the  first  year  under  the  tariff  of  1S46  of  more  thi 
$8,500,000  over  that  of  the  last  year  under  the  tariff  of  1842. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  ytar  ending  on  the  30th  of  JuhqJ 
last  were  $59,451,177-65.  of  which  $3,522,082.37  was  on  account  ( 
payment  of  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  including  Treas-J 
ury  notes  redeemed  and  not  funded.     The  expenditures  exclusive  ofl 
payment  of  public  debt  were  $55,929,095.28. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  ' 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June.  1848,  including  the  balance  in  the  Tre&»- 
ury  on  the  ist  of  July  last,  will  amount  to  $42,886,545.80,  of  which 
$31,000,000,  it  i.s  estimated,  will  be  derived  from  customs,  $3,500,000 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  lauds,  $400,000  from  incidental  sources,  in- 
cluding sales  made  by  the  SoUcitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  $6,285,294.55  J 
from  loans  already  authorized  by  law.  which,  together  with  the  balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  of  July  last,  make  the  sum  estimated. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  if  peace  with  Mexico  shaltl 
not  be  concluded  aud  the  Army  shall  Ik;  increased  as  is  proposed,  will 
amount,  including  the  necessary  payments  on  account  of  principal  and,l 
interest  of  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  to  $58,615,660.07. 

On  the  1st  of  the  present  mouth  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  actu-J 
ally  incurred,  including  Treasury  notes,  was  $45,659,659.40.  The  pub- 
lic debt  due  on  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  including  Treasurj'  notes,  ■ 
$17,788,799.62,  and  consequently  the  addition  made  to  the  public  debt 
since  that  time  is  $27,870,859.78. 

Of  the  'oan  of  twenlj-three  millions  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  zStl 
of  January,  1847,  the  sum  of  five  millions  was.  paid  out  to  the  publ 
creditors  or  exchanged  at  par  for  specie;  the  remaining  eightet 
was  offered  for  specie  to  the  highest  bidder  not  below  par,  by  an  adver-| 
tisement  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  published  from  t 
9th  of  February  until  the  lolh  of  April,  1847,  when  it  was  awarded  I 
the  several  highest  bidders  at  premiums  varying  from  one-eighth  of  tfl 
per  cent  to  2  per  cent  above  par.  The  premium  has  l)een  paid  into  tl 
Treasurj'  and  the  sums  awarded  deposited  in  specie  in  the  Treasury  a 
fast  as  it  was  reiiuired  by  tho  wants  of  the  Gov-errnnent, 

To  meet  the  ex]>euditures  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  and  for  the 
neitt  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1849,  a  fuitbcr  loao  ii 
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the  ordinaty  revenues  of  the  Government  will  be  necessary.  Retaining 
a  sufficient  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  the  loan  required  for  the  remainder 
of  the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  about  $18,500,000.  If  the  duty  on  tea 
and  cofifee  be  imposed  and  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  shall  be  made  at  an  early  period  of  your  session,  as  recommended, 
the  loan  for  the  present  fiscal  year  may  be  reduced  to  $17,000,000.  The 
loan  may  be  further  reduced  by  whatever  amount  of  expenditures  can  be 
saved  by  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico.  The  most  vigorous 
measures  for  the  augmentation  of  these  contributions  have  been  directed 
and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  expected  from  that  source.  Its  amount 
can  not,  however,  be  calculated  with  any  certainty.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  loan  to  be  made  be  authorized  upon  the  same  terms  and  for  the 
same  time  as  that  which  was  authorized  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  28tli  of  January,  1847. 

Should  the  war  with  Mexico  be  continued  initil  the  30th  of  June,  1849, 
it  is  estimated  that  a  further  loan  of  $20,500,000  will  be  required  for 
the  fiscal ^'ear  ending  on  that  day,  in  case  no  duty  be  imposed  on  tea  and 
coffee,  and  the  public  lands  be  not  reduced  and  graduated  in  price,  and  no 
military  contributions  shall  be  collected  in  Mexico.  If  the  duty  on  tea 
and  cofifee  be  imposed  and  the  lands  be  reduced  and  graduated  in  price 
as  proposed,  the  loan  may  be  reduced  to  $17,000,000,  and  will  be  subject 
to  be  still  further  reduced  by  the  amount  of  the  military  contributions 
which  may  be  collected  in  Mexico.  It  is  not  proposed,  however,  at 
present  to  ask  Congress  for  authority  to  negotiate  this  loan  for  the  next 
fiscal  year,  as  it  is  hoped  that  the  loan  asked  for  the  remainder  of  the 
present  fiscal  year,  aided  by  military  contributions  which  may  be  col- 
lected in  Mexico,  may  be  sufficient.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectation, 
there  should  be  a  necessity  for  it,  the  fact  will  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress in  time  for  their  action  during  the  present  session.  In  no  event 
will  a  sum  exceeding  $6,000,000  of  this  amotmt  be  needed  before  the 
meeting  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  December,  1848. 

The  act  of  the  30th  of  July,  1846,  ** reducing  the  duties  on  imports,*' 
has  been  in  force  since  the  ist  of  December  last,  and  I  am  gratified  to 
state  that  all  the  beneficial  effects  which  were  anticipated  from  its  opera- 
tion have  been  fully  realized.  The  public  revenue  derived  from  customs 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  ist  of  December,  1847,  exceeds  by  more 
than  $8,000,000  the  amount  received  in  the  preceding  year  under  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  1842,  which  was  superseded  and  repealed  by  it. 
Its  efifects  are  visible  in  the  great  and  almost  unexampled  prosperity 
which  prevails  in  every  branch  of  business. 

While  the  repeal  of  the  prohibitory  and  restrictive  duties  of  the  act 
of  1842  and  the  substitution  in  their  place  of  reasonable  revenue  rates 
levied  on  articles  imported  according  to  their  actual  value  has  increased 
the  revenue  and  augmented  our  foreign  trade,  all  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  have  been  advanced  and  promoted. 
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The  great  and  important  interests  of  agriculture,  which  had  been  not 
only  too  much  neglected,  but  actually  taxed  under  the  protective  policy 
for  the  benefit  of  other  interests,  have  been  reheved  of  the  burdens 
which  that  policy  imposed  on  them;  and  our  farmers  and  planters,  under 
a  more  just  and  liberal  commercial  policy,  are  finding  new  and  profitable 
markets  abroad  for  their  augmented  products.  Our  commerce  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  is  extending  more  widely  the  circle  of  inlemational  ex- 
changes. Great  as  has  been  the  increase  of  our  imports  during  the  past 
year,  our  exports  of  domestic  products  sold  in  foreign  markets  have  been 
still  greater. 

Our  navigating  interest  is  eminently  prosperous.  The  number  of  ves- 
sels built  in  the  United  States  has  been  greater  than  during  any  pre- 
ceding period  of  equal  length.  Large  profits  have  been  derived  by  those 
who  have  constructed  as  well  as  by  those  who  have  na\ngated  them. 
Should  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  be 
progressive,  and  be  as  great  for  the  future  as  during  the  past  year,  I 
time  is  not  distant  when  our  tonnage  and  commercial  marine  will  I 
larger  than  that  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 

Whilst  the  interests  of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  and  of  na^ngatiq 
have  been  enlarged  and  invigorated,  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  o 
that  our  manufactures  are  also  in  a  prosperous  condition.     None  of  t 
ruinous  effects  upon  this  interest  which  were  apprehended  by  some  t 
the  result  of  the  operation  of  the  revenue  system  established  by  the  a 
of  1846  have  been  experienced.      On  the  contrary,  the  number  of  mam 
factories  and  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  them  is  steadily  j 
rapidly  increasing,  affording  gratifying  proofs  that  America 
and  skill  employed  in  this  branch  of  domestic  industry,  with  no  oth 
advantages  tlian  those  fairly  and  incidentally  accruing  from  a  just  systei 
of  revenue  duties,  are  abundantly  able  to  meet  successfully  all  competi- 
tion from  abroad  and  still  derive  fair  and  remunerating  profits.     While 
capital  invested  in  manufactures  is  yielding  adequate  and  fair  profits  under 
the  new  system,  the  wages  of  labor,  whether  employed  in  manufactures. 
agriculture,  commerce,  or  navigation,  have  been  augmented.     The  toil- 
ing millions  whose  daily  labor  furnishes  the  supply  of  food  and  raiment 
and  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  are  receiving  high^  wagt 
and  more  steady  and  permanent  employment  than  in  any  other  counti 
or  at  any  previous  period  of  our  own  history. 

So  successful  have  been  all  branches  of  our  industry  that  a  foreign  n 
which  generally  diminishes  the  resources  of  a  nation,  has  in  no  e 
degree  retarded  our  onward  progress  or  checked  our  general  prosperi^ 

With  such  gratifying  evidences  of  prosperity  and  of  the  successful  e 
eration  of  the  revenue  act  of  1846,  every  consideration  of  public  f 
recommends  that  it  sliall  remain  unchanged.    It  is  hoped  that  the  s; 
of  impost  duties  which  it  established  may  be  regarded  as  the  p 
policy  of  the  countr>',  and  that  the  great  interests  affected  by  it  may  q 
again  be  subject  to  be  injuriously  disturbed,  as  they  have  heretofore  b 
by  frequent  and  sometimes  sudden  changes. 
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For  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  revenue,  and  without  changing  or 
modifying  the  rates  imposed  by  the  act  of  1846  on  the  dutiable  articles 
embraced  by  its  provisions,  I  again  recommend  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration the  expediency  of  levying  a  revenue  duty  on  tea  and  coflFee. 
The  policy  which  exempted  these  articles  from  duty  during  peace,  and 
when  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  them  was  not  needed,  ceases  to 
exist  when  the  country  is  engaged  in  war  and  requires  the  use  of  all  of 
its  available  resources.  It  is  a  tax  which  would  be  so  generally  diffused 
among  the  people  that  it  would  be  felt  oppressively  by  none  and  be  com- 
plained of  by  none.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  not  in  the  list  of 
imported  articles  any  which  are  more  properly  the  subject  of  war  duties 
than  tea  and  coffee. 

It  is  estimated  that  $3,000,000  would  be  derived  annually  by  a  mod- 
erate duty  imposed  on  these  articles. 

Should  Congress  avail  itself  of  this  additional  source  of  revenue,  not 
only  would  the  amount  of  the  public  loan  rendered  necessary  by  the  war 
with  Mexico  be  diminished  to  that  extent,  but  the  public  credit  and  the 
public  confidence  in  the  ability  and  determination  of  the  Government  to 
meet  all  its  engagements  promptly  would  be  more  firmly  established,  and 
the  reduced  amount  of  the  loan  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  negotiate 
could  probably  be  obtained  at  cheaper  rates. 

Congress  is  therefore  called  upon  to  determine  whether  it  is  wiser  to 
impose  the  war  duties  recommended  or  by  omitting  to  do  so  increase 
the  public  debt  annually  $3,000,000  so  long  as  loans  shall  be  required  to 
prosecute  the  war,  and  afterwards  provide  in  some  other  form  to  pay  the 
semiannual  interest  upon  it,  and  ultimately  to  extinguish  the  principal. 
If  in  addition  to  these  duties  Congress  should  graduate  and  reduce  the 
price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  experience  has  proved  will  not  com- 
mand the  price  placed  upon  them  by  the  Government,  an  additional 
annual  income  to  the  Treasury  of  between  half  a  million  and  a  million  of 
dollars,  it  is«estimated,  would  be  derived  from  this  source.  Should  both 
measures  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  the  annual  amount  of  public 
debt  necessary  to  be  contracted  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  would 
be  reduced  near  $4,000,000.  The  duties  recommended  to  be  levied  on 
tea  and  coffee  it  is  proposed  shall  be  limited  in  their  duration  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  until  the  public  debt  rendered  necessary  to  be  contracted 
by  it  shall  be  discharged.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  to  be*  con- 
tracted should  be  limited  to  the  lowest  practicable  sum,  and  should  be 
extingtiished  as  early  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  as  the  means  of 
the  Treasury  will  permit. 

With  this  view,  it  is  recommended  that  as  soon  as  the  war  shall  be 
over  all  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  not  needed  for  other  indispensable 
objects  shall  constitute  a  sinking  fund  and  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
the  funded  debt,  and  that  authority  be  conferred  by  laws  for  that  purpose. 

The  act  of  the  6th  of  August,  1846,  ''to  estabhsh  a  warehousing  sys- 
tem,'* has  been  in  operation  more  than  a  year,  and  has  proved  to  be  an 
important  auxiliary  to  the  tariff  act  of  1846  in  augmenting  the  revenue 
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and  extending  Ihe  commerce  of  the  country.     Wliilst  it  has  tended  t 
enlarge  commerce,  it  has  been  beneficial  to  our  manufactures  by  dimio*1 
ishing  forced  sales  at  auction  of  foreign  goods  at  low  prices  to  ralsel 
the  duties  to  be  advanced  on  them,  and  by  checking  fluctuations  in  the^ 
market.      The  system,  although  sanctioned  by  the  experience  of  otherl 
countries,  was  entirely  new  in  the  United  States,  and  is  susceptible  of  ■ 
improvement  in  some  of  its  provisions.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, upon  whom  was  devolved  large  discretionary  powers  in  carrjing 
this  measure  into  effect,  has  collected  and  is  now  collating  the  practical  _ 
results  of  the  system  iu  other  countries  where  it  has  long  been  estab- J 
lished,  and  will  report  at  an  early  period  of  your  session  such  furtherJ 
regulations  suggested  by  the  investigation  as  may  render  it  still  more'" 
effective  and  beneficial. 

By  the  act  to  ■ '  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  and 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  r 
all  banks  were  discontinued  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  and  thep 
paper  curreucj'  issued  by  them  was  no  longer  permitted  to  be  received  inl 
payment  of  public  dues.  The  constitutional  treasury  created  by  this  a 
went  into  operation  on  the  isl  of  January  last.  Under  the  system  estab* 
lished  by  it  the  public  moneys  have  been  collected,  safely  kept,  and  d 
bursed  by  the  direct  agency  of  officers  of  the  Government  in  gold  and' 
silver,  and  transfers  of  large  amounts  ha\e  been  made  from  points  of  col- 
lection to  points  of  disbursement  without  loss  to  the  Treasury  or  tnjitry 
or  inconvenience  to  the  trade  of  the  country. 

While  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  have  been  conducted 
with  regularity  and  ease  under  this  system,  it  has  had  a  salutary  effect  in 
checking  and  preventing  an  undue  inflation  of  the  paper  currency  issued 
by  the  banks  which  exist  under  State  cliarters.     Requiring,  as  it  does, 
all  dues  to  the  Government  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  its  effect  is  (o 
restrain  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  by  the  hanks  disproportioned  m 
to  the  specie  in  their  vaults,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  at  all  timeaj 
liable  to  be  called  on  by  the  holders  of  their  notes  for  their  redemption  iafl 
order  to  obtain  specie  for  the  payment  of  duties  and  other  public  dues.f 
The  banks,  therefore,  must  keep  their  business  within  prudent  limits,  I 
and  be  alwa>s  in  a  condition  to  meet  such  calls,  or  run  the  hazard  o 
being  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments  and  be  thereby  discredited.J 
The  amount  of  specie  imported  into  the  United  States  during  the  las 
fiscal  year  was  $24,121,389,  of  which  there  was  retained  in  the  countr 
$22,27(1, 1 70.     Had  the  former  financial  system  prevailed  and  the  publK 
moneys  l>een  placed  on  deposit  in  the  banks,  nearly  the  whole  of  tlii^ 
amount  would  have  gone  into  their  vaults,  not  to  be  thrown  into  drc 
lation  by  them,  but  to  be  withheld  from  the  hands  of  the  people  as  a  c 
reiicy  and  made  the  basis  of  new  and  enormous  issues  of  bank  paper, 
large  i>roportion  of  the  specie  imported  has  been  paid  into  the  Tre 
for  public  dues,  and  after  having  been  to  a  great  extent  rccoined  nt  t 
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Mint  has  been  paid  out  to  the  public  creditors  and  gone  into  circulation 
as  a  currency  among  the  people.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin 
now  in  circulation  in  the  country  is  larger  than  at  any  former  period. 

The  financial  system  established  by  the  constitutional  treasury  has 
been  thus  far  eminently  successful  in  its  operations,  and  I  recommend 
an  adherence  to  all  its  essential  provisions,  and  especially  to  that  vital 
provision  which  wholly  separates  the  Government  from  all  connection 
with  banks  and  excludes  bank  paper  from  all  revenue  receipts. 

In  some  of  its  details,  not  involving  its  general  principles,  the  sys- 
tem is  defective  and  will  require  modification.  These  defects  and  such 
amendments  as  are  deemed  important  were  set  forth  in  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  These  amendments  are  again 
recommended  to  the  early  and  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

During  the  past  year  the  coinage  at  the  Mint  and  its  branches  has 
exceeded  $20,000,000.  This  has  consisted  chiefly  in  converting  the 
coins  of  foreign  countries  into  American  coin. 

The  largest  amount  of  foreign  coin  imported  has  been  received  at  New 
York,  and  if  a  branch  mint  were  established  at  that  city  all  the  foreign 
coin  received  at  that  port  could  at  once  be  converted  into  our  own  coin 
without  the  expense,  risk,  and  delay  of  transporting  it  to  the  Mint  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  amount  recoined  would  be  much  larger. 

Experience  has  proved  that  foreign  coin,  and  especially  foreign  gold 
coin,  will  not  circulate  extensively  as  a  currency  among  the  pefbple. 
The  important  measure  of  extending  our  specie  circulation,  both  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  of  diffusing  it  among  the  people  can  only  be  effected  by 
converting  such  foreign  coin  into  American  coin.  I  r^ieat  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  my  last  annual  message  for  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

All  the  public  lands  which  had  been  surveyed  and  were  ready  for 
market  have  been  proclaimed  for  sale  during  the  past  year.  The  quan- 
tity offered  and  to  be  offered  for  sale  under  proclamations  issued  since 
the  ist  of  January  last  amounts  to  9,138,531  acres.  The  prosperity 
of  the  Western  States  and  Territories  in  which  these  lands  lie  will  be 
advanced  by  their  speedy  sale.  By  withholding  them  from  market  their 
growth  and  increase  of  population  would  be  retarded,  while  thousands  of 
our  enterprising  and  meritorious  frontier  population  would  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  securing  freeholds  for  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies. But  in  addition  to  the  general  considerations  which  rendered  the 
early  sale  of  these  lands  proper,  it  was  a  leading  object  at  this  time  to 
derive  as  large  a  sum  as  possible  from  this  source,  and  thus  diminish  by 
that  amount  the  public  loan  rendered  necessary  by  the  existence  of  a 
foreign  war. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  10,000,060  acres  of  the  public  lands 
will  be  surveyed  and  be  in  a  condition  to  be  proclaimed  for  sale  during 
the  year  1848. 
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In  my  last  annual  message  I  presented  tlie  reasons  whicli  in  my  judg- 
ment rendered  it  proper  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  such  of  the 
public  lands  as  have  remained  unsold  for  long  periods  after  Ihey  had 
been  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction. 

Many  millions  of  acres  of  pubhc  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  several 
of  the  Western  States  ha\'c  been  offered  in  the  market  and  been  subject  to 
sale  at  private  entry  for  more  than  twentj-  years  and  large  quantities  for 
more  than  thirty  years  at  the  lowest  price  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  they  will  not  command  that  price.  They 
must  remain  unsold  and  uncultivated  for  an  indefinite  period  unless  the 
price  demanded  for  them  by  the  Government  shall  be  reduced.  No  satis- 
factory reason  is  perceived  why  they  should  be  longer  held  at  rates  above 
their  real  value.  At  the  present  period  an  additional  reason  exists  for 
adopting  the  measure  recommended.  When  the  country  is  engaged  in  a 
foreign  war.  and  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  loans,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  dictate  of  wisdom  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  all  our  resources 
and  thus  limit  the  amount  of  the  public  indebtedness  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible sum. 

I  recommend  that  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  of  preemption  rights 
be  amended  and  modified  so  as  to  operate  prospectively  and  to  embrace 
all  who  may  settle  upon  the  public  lands  and  make  improvements  upon 
them,  before  they  are  surveyed  as  well  as  afterwards,  in  all  cases  where 
such  settlements  may  be  made  after  the  Indian  title  shall  have  been 
extinguished. 

If  the  right  of  preemption  be  thus  extended,  it  will  embrace  a 
and  meritorious  class  of  our  citizens.  It  will  increase  the  numb»- 
small  freeholders  upon  our  borders,  who  will  be  enabled  thereby  to 
cate  their  children  and  otherwise  improve  their  condition,  while 
will  be  found  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  proved  themselves  to 
the  hour  of  danger  to  their  country,  among  our  hardiest  and  best  voli 
.  teer  soldiers,  ever  ready  to  attend  to  their  services  in  cases  of  emergen- 
cies and  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field  as  long  as  an  enemy  remains  to 
be  encountered.  Such  a  poUcy  will  also  impress  these  patriotic  pioneer 
emigrants  with  deeper  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  parental  care  of  their 
Government,  when  they  find  their  dearest  interests  secured  to  them  by 
the  permanent  laws  of  the  land  and  that  they  are  no  longer  in  danger  of 
losing  their  homes  and  hard-earned  impro\'ements  by  being  brought  into 
competition  with  a  more  wealthy  class  of  purchasers  at  the  land  sales. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  invited  at  their  last  and  the  preceding 
sessioi)  to  the  importance  of  establishing  a  Territorial  government  over 
our  possessions  in  Oregon,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  no 
legislation  on  the  subject,  Our  citizens  who  inhabit  that  distant  region 
of  countrj'  are  still  left  without  the  protection  of  our  laws,  or  any  regu- 
larly organized  govertiment.  Before  the  question  of  limits  and  boimda- 
ries  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  was  definitely  settled,  from  the 
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of  their  condition  the  inhabitants  had  established  a  temporary  govern- 
ment of  their  own.  Besides  the  want  of  legal  authority  for  continuing 
such  a  government,  it  is  wholly  inadequate  to  protect  them  in  their 
rights  of  person  and  property,  or  to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  of  other  citizens,  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  They  should  have  the  right  of  suflFrage,  be 
represented  in  a  Territorial  legislature  and  by  a  Delegate  in  Congress, 
and  possess  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  citizens  of  other  portions 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  or  may 
now  enjoy. 

Our  judicial  system,  revenue  laws,  laws  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  protection  of  our  laws  generally 
should  be  extended  over  them. 

In  addition  to  the  inhabitants  in  that  Territory  who  had  previously 
emigrated  to  it,  large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  followed  them  during 
the  present  year,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  during  the  next  and  subse- 
quent years  their  numbers  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  established  post  routes  leading  to  Ore- 
gon, and  between  different  points  within  that  Territory,  and  authorized 
the  establishment  of  post-offices  at  **  Astoria  and  such  other  places 
on  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as 
the  public  interests  may  require. ' '  Post-offices  have  accordingly  been 
established,  deputy  postmasters  appointed,  and  provision  made  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails. 

The  preservation  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  residing  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  will  render  it  proper  that  authority  should  be  given  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  an  adequate  number  of  Indian  agents  to  reside 
among  them. 

I  recommend  that  a  surveyor- general* s  office  be  established  in  that 
Territory,  and  that  the  public  lands  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  mar- 
ket at  an  early  period. 

I  recommend  also  that  grants,  upon  liberal  terms,  of  limited  quanti- 
ties of  the  public  lands  be  made  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
have  emigrated,  or  may  hereafter  within  a  prescribed  period  emigrate,  to 
Oregon  and  settle  upon  them.  These  hardy  and  adventurous  citizens, 
who  have  encountered  the  dangers  and  privations  of  a  long  and  toil- 
some journey,  and  have  at  length  found  an  abiding  place  for  themselves 
and  their  families  upon  the  utmost  verge  of  our  western  limits,  should 
be  secured  in  the  homes  which  they  have  improved  by  their  labor. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a 
detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  various  branches  of  the  public 
service  connected  with  the  Department  under  his  charge.  The  duties 
devolving  on  this  Department  have  been  unusually  onerous  and  respon- 
sible during  the  past  year,  and  have  been  discharged  with  ability  and 
success. 
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Pacific  relations  continue  to  exist  wiiJi  the  various  Indian  tribes,  and 
most  of  them  manifest  a  strong  friendship  for  the  United  States.  Some 
depredations  were  committed  during  the  past  year  upon  our  trains  trans- 
porting supplies  for  the  Army,  on  the  road  between  the  western  border 
of  Missouri  and  Santa'  Fe.  These  depredations,  which  art  supposed  to 
ha\'e  been  committed  by  bands  from  the  region  of  N'ew  Mexico,  have 
been  arrested  by  the  presence  of  a  military  force  ordered  out  for  that 
purpose.  Some  outrages  have  beeu  perpetrated  by  a  portion  of  the  north- 
western bands  upon  the  weaker  and  comparatively  defenseless  neighbor- 
ing tribes.  Prompt  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  such  occurraices 
future. 

Between  1,000  and  2,000  Indians,  belongiug  to  several  tribes, 
beeu  removed  during  the  year  from  Ihe  east  of  the  Mississippi  to 
countrj'  allotted  to  them  west  of  that  river  as  their  permanent  h< 
and  arrangements  have  Ijeen  made  for  others  to  follow. 

Since  the  treaty  of  1846  with  the  Cherokees  the  feuds  among  thent' 
appear  to  have  subsided,  and  they  have  become  more  nuited  and  con- 
tented than  they  have  been  for  many  years  past.  The  commissioners 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  June  27,  1846,  to  settle  claims  aris- 
ing under  the  treaty  of  1835-36  with  that  tribe  have  executed  their 
duties,  and  after  a  patient  investigation  aud  a  full  and  fair  examination 
of  all  the  cases  brought  before  them  closetl  their  labors  in  the  month  of 
July  last.  This  is  the  fourth  boanl  of  commissioners  which  has  been 
organized  under  this  treaty.  Ample  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to  all 
those  interested  to  bring  forward  their  claims.  No  doubt  is  entertained 
that  impartial  justice  has  been  done  by  the  late  board,  aud  that  all 
valid  claims  embraced  by  the  treaty  have  been  considered  and  allowed. 
This  resuh  and  the  final  settlement  to  be  made  with  this  tribe  under 
the  treaty  of  1846,  which  will  be  completed  and  laid  before  you  dtuitig 
your  session,  will  adjust  all  questions  of  controversy  between  them  and 
the  United  States  and  produce  a  state  of  relations  with  them  simple, 
well  defined,  and  satisfactory. 

Under  the  discretionary  authority  conferred  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  last  the  annuities  due  to  the  various  tribes  have  been  paid  during 
the  present  year  to  the  heads  of  families  instead  of  to  their  chiefs  or 
such  persons  as  they  might  designate,  as  required  by  the  law  previously 
existing.     This  mode  of  payment  has  given  general  satisfaction  to  the 
great  body  of  the  Indians.     Justice  has  been  done  to  them,  and  they 
grateful  to  the  Government  for  it.     A  few  chiefs  and  interested  pej 
may  object  to  this  mode  of  payment,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  the  onl 
mode  of  preventing  fraud  and  imposition  from  being  practiced  uponti 
great  body  of  common  Indians,  constituting  a  majority  of  all  the  tril 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  thai  a  number  of  the  tribes  have  reoeni 
manifested  an  increased  interest  in  the  establishment  of  schools  ami 
them,  and  are  making  rapid  advances  in  agriculture,  some  of  them  pi 
dndng  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  for  their  support  and  in  some  a 
a  dispose  of  to  their  neighbors.     The  comforts  by  which 
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who  have  received  even  a  very  limited  education  and  have  engaged  in 
agriculture  are  surrounded  tend  gradually  to  draw  oflF  their  less  civilized 
brethren  from  the  precarious  means  of  subsistence  by  the  chase  to  habits 
of  labor  and  civilization. 

« 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  a  sat- 
isfactory and  gratifying  account  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the 
naval  service  during  the  past  year.  Our  commerce  has  been  pursued 
with  increased  activity  and  with  safety  and  success  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe  under  the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  the  Navy  has  caused 
to  be  respected  in  the  most  distant  seas. 

In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  in  the  Pacific  the  oflScers  and  men  of 
our  squadrons  have  displayed  distinguished  gallantry  and  performed 
valuable  services.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  with  Mexico  her  ports 
on  both  coasts  were  blockaded,  and  more  recently  many  of  them  have 
been  captured  and  held  by  the  Navy.  When  acting  in  cooperation  with 
the  land  forces,  the  naval  officers  and  men  have  performed  gallant  and 
distinguished  services  on  land  as  well  as  on  water,  and  deserve  the  high 
commendation  of  the  country. 

While  other  maritime  powers  are  adding  to  their  navies  large  num- 
bers of  war  steamers,  it  was  a  wise  policy  on  our  part  to  make  similar 
additions  to  our  Navy.  The  four  war  steamers  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1847,  are  in  course  of  construction. 

In  addition  to  the  four  war  steamers  authorized  by  this  act,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  has,  in  pursuance  of  its  provisions,  entered  into  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  five  steamers  to  be  employed  in  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail ' '  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  touching  at 
Charleston,  Savannah,  and  Havana,  and  from  Havana  to  Chagres;*'  for 
three  steamers  to  be  employed  in  like  manner  from  Panama  to  Oregon, 
**so  as  to  connect  with  the  mail  from  Havana  to  Chagres  across  the 
Isthmus;"  and  for  five  steamers  to  be  employed  in  like  manner  from 
New  York  to  Liverpool.  These  steamers  will  be  the  property  of  the 
contractors,  but  are  to  be  built  **  under  the  superintendence  and  direction 
of  a  naval  constructor  in  the  employ  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  be 
so  constructed  as  to  render  them  convertible  at  the  least  possible  expense 
into  war  steamers  of  the  first  class. ' '  A  prescribed  number  of  naval  offi- 
cers, as  well  as  a  post-office  agent,  are  to  be  on  board  of  them,  and 
authority  is  reserved  to  the  Navy  Department  at  all  times  to  ''exercise 
control  over  said  steamships'*  and  *'to  have  the  right  to  take  t}iem  for 
the  exclusive  use  and  service  of  the  United  States  upon  making  proper 
compensation  to  the  contractors  therefor.'* 

Whilst  these  steamships  will  be  employed  in  transporting  the  mails  of 
the  United  States  coastwise  and  to  foreign  cou*  tries  upon  an  annual  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  to  the  owners,  they  will  be  always  ready,  upon  an 
emergency  requiring  it,  to  be  converted  into  war  steamers;  and  the  right 

^"eserved  to  take  them  for  public  use  will  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency 
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and  strength  of  this  description  of  our  naval  force.  To  the  steamers  thns 
authorized  under  contracts  made  by  the  Secretary-  of  the  Navy  should  be 
added  five  other  steamers  authorized  under  contracts  made  in  pursuance 
of  laws  by  the  Postmaster- General,  making  an  addition,  in  the  whole,  O 
eighteen  war  steamers  subject  to  be  taken  for  pubhc  use.  As  furt 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  to  foreign  countries  may  1 
authorized  by  Congress,  this  numl»er  may  be  enlarged  indefinitely. 

The  enlightened  pohcy  by  which  a  rapid  communication  with  ! 
various  distant  parts  of  the  globe  is  established,  by  means  of  Americaqj 
built  sea  steamers,  would  find  an  ample  reward  in  the  increase  of  c 
commerce  and  in  making  our  country-  and  its  resources  more  favorahij 
known  abroad;  but  the  national  advantage  is  still  greater — of  having  o 
naval  officers  made  familiar  with  steam  navigation  and  of  having  1 
privilege  of  taking  the  ships  already  equipped  for  immediate  service  a 
a  moment's  notice,  and  will  be  cheaply  purchased  by  the  eompensatiod 
to  be  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  them  over  and  abox-e  the 
postages  received. 

A  just  national  pride,  no  less  than  our  commercial  interests,  wotild 
seem  to  favor  the  policy  of  augmenting  the  number  of  this  description  o 
ves,sels.  They  can  be  built  in  our  country  cheaper  and  in  greater  nni 
bers  than  in  any  other  in  the  world. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster- General  for 
a  detailed  and  satisfactory  account  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  that 
Department  during  the  past  year.  It  is  gratif\nng  to  find  that  within 
so  short  a  period  after  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage,  and  notwith- 
standing the  great  increase  of  mail  ser\-ice,  the  re\-enue  received  for  the 
year  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses,  and  that  no  further  aid 
will  be  required  from  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  of  the  American  mail  steamers  authorized  by  the  act  of  ti 
3d  of  March,  1845,  was  completed  and  eutered  upon  the  ser\Hce  on  the  r 
of  June  last,  and  is  now  on  her  third  \'oyage  to  Bremen  and  other  inter- 
mediate ports.  The  other  vessels  authorized  under  the  provisions  of 
that  act  are  in  course  of  construction,  and  will  be  put  upon  the  line  as 
soon  as  completed.  Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  the  transport 
tion  of  the  mail  in  a  steamer  from  Charleston  to  Havana. 

A  reciprocal  and  satislactory  postal  arrangement  has  been  made  by  tbj 
Postmaster- General  with  the  authorities  of  Bremen,  and  no  difficulty  ] 
apprehended  in  making  similar  arrangements  with  all  other  powers  » 
which  we  may  have  communications  by  mail  steamers,  excei>t  with  Grc 
Britain. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  first  of  the  American  steamers  boun<l  to  Bnc 
at  Southampton,  in  the  month  of  June  last,  the  British  post-office  directed 
the  collection  of  discriminating  postages  on  all  letters  and  other  c 
able  matter  which  she  took  out  to  Great  Britain  or  which  went  into  tbj 
British  post-office  on  their  way  to  France  and  other  parts  of  Hnropt 
Tlie  e?ect  of  the  order  of  the  British  post-office  is  lo  subject  all  Iett« 
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and  other  matter  transported  by  American  steamers  to  double  postage, 
one  postage  having  been  previously  paid  on  them  to  the  United  States, 
while  letters  transported  in  British  steamers  are  subject  to  pay  but  a 
single  postage.  This  measure  was  adopted  with  the  avowed  object  of 
protecting  the  British  line  of  mail  steamers  now  running  between  Boston 
and  Liverpool,  and  if  permitted  to  continue  must  speedily  put  an  end 
to  the  transportation  of  all  letters  and  other  matter  by  American  steam- 
ers and  give  to  British  steamers  a  monopoly  of  the  business.  A  just  and 
fair  reciprocity  is  all  that  we  desire,  and  on  this  we  must  insist.  By  our 
laws  no  such  discrimination  is  made  against  British  steamers  bringing 
letters  into  our  ports,  but  all  letters  arriving  in  the  United  States  are 
subject  to  the  same  rate  of  postage,  whether  brought  in  British  or  Ameri- 
can vessels.  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  for  a 
full  statement  of  the  facts  of  th^  case  and  of  the  steps  taken  by  him  to 
correct  this  inequality.  He  has  exerted  all  the  power  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  existing  laws. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London  has  brought  the  subject 
to  the  attention  of  the  British  Government,  and  is  now  engaged  in  ne- 
gotiations for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  reciprocal  postal  arrangements 
which  shall  be  equally  just  to  both  countries.  Should  he  fail  in  conclud- 
ing such  arrangements,  and  should  Great  Britain  insist  on  enforcing  the 
unequal  and  unjust  measure  she  has  adopted,  it  will  become  necessary  to 
confer  additional  powers  on  the  Postmaster- General  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  meet  the  emergency  and  to  put  our  own  steamers  on  an  equal 
footing  with  British  steamers  engaged  in  transporting  the  mails  between 
the  two  countries,  and  I  recommend  that  such  powers  be  conferred. 

In  view  of  the  existing  state  of  our  country,  I  trust  it  may  not  be  inap- 
propriate, in  closing  this  communication,  to  call  to  mind  the  words  of  wis- 
dom and  admonition  of  the  first  and  most  illustrious  of  my  predecessors 
in  his  Farewell  Address  to  his  countrymen. 

That  greatest  and  best  of  men,  who  served  his  country  so  long  and 
loved  it  so  much,  foresaw  with  '* serious  concern"  the  danger  to  our 
Union  of  ''characterizing  parties  hy geographical  discriminations — North- 
ern and  Sotdhem,  Atlantic  and  Western — whence  designing  men  may 
endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  local  interests 
and  views,''  and  warned  his  countrymen  against  it. 

So  deep  and  solemn  was  his  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  Union 
and  of  preserving  harmony  between  its  diflFerent  parts,  that  he  declared 
to  his  countrymen  in  that  address: 

It  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of 
your  national  union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness;  that  you  should 
cherish  a  cordial,  habitual^  and  immovable  attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourselves 
to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your  political  safety  and  prosperity; 
watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  discountenancing  whatever  may 
suggest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and  indignantly 
frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our 
country  from  the  rest  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the 
various  parts. 
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After  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  these  admonitions  of  Washin^on 
fall  upou  us  with  all  the  force  of  truth.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
' '  immense  value ' '  of  our  glorious  Union  of  confederated  States,  to  which 
we  are  so  much  indebted  for  our  growth  in  population  and  wealth  and 
for  all  that  cdustitutes  us  a  great  and  a  happy  nation.  How  unimpor- 
tant are  all  our  differences  of  opinion  upon  minor  questions  of  public 
policy  compared  with  its  preservation,  and  how  scrupulously  should  we 
avoid  all  agitating  topics  which  may  tend  to  distract  and  divide  us  into 
contending  parties,  separated  by  geographical  lines ,  whereby  it  may  be 
weakened  or  endangered. 

Invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe  upou 
your  dehberations,  it  will  be  my  highest  duty,  no  less  than  my  sincere 
pleasure,  to  cooperate  with  you  in  all  measures  which  may  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  honor  and  enduring  welfare  oinnir  common  country. 

JAMES  K.  POI^. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  20,  iSfj.  ' 
To  Ike  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  and 
advice  with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Swiss  Confederation,  signed  in  this  city  by  their  respec- 
tive plenipotentiaries  on  the  i8lh  day  of  May  last,  for  the  mutual  aboli- 
tion of  the  droit  d'aubaine  and  of  taxes  on  emigration. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. J 

Washington,  December  ar,  t84J^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  constitutional  action  of 
the  Senate,  two  treaties  with  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Upper  Mississippi,  for  a  portion  of  the  lands  possessed  by  th( 
Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.     The  treaties  are  accompanied  t 
c<immunications  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Commissioner  of  Indi 
Affairs,  which  fully  explain  their  nature  and  objects. 

JAMES  K.  POLK^I 

WASHtNGTON,  December  a,  tSfj. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  in  execntioa  of 
the  act  of  3d  March  last,  relating  to  the  construction  of  floating  dry  doclui 
^^gicola,  Philadelphia,  and  Kittcry.  TAMES  K   POLE. 
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Washington, /<2««arj/  ^,  1848, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  being  in  addition  to  a  report  made  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1847,  ^^  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  ist  of  that  month,  requesting  the  President  *'to  commu- 
nicate to  the  House  of  Representatives  all  the  correspondence  with 
General  Taylor  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico 
which  has  not  yet  been  published,  and  the  publication  of  which  may 
not  be  deemed  detrimental  to  the  public  service;  also  the  correspondence 
of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  relation  to  transportation  for  General 
Taylor's  Army;  also  the  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Hamer  and  Quit- 
man of  the  operations  of  their  respective  brigades  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber  last"  (1846).  j^gg  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /<2««dtrj/  12,  1848, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that 
House  **any  instructions  which  may  have  been  given  to  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  other  persons,  in 
regard  to  the  return  of  President  General  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  or  any 
other  Mexican,  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico  prior  or  subsequent  to  the 
order  of  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  issued  in  January,  1846,  for 
the  march  of  the  Army  from  the  Nueces  River,  across  the  'stupendous 
deserts*  which  intervene,  to  the  Rio  Grande;  that  the  date  of  all  such 
instructions,  orders,  and  correspondence  be  set  forth,  together  with  the 
instructions  and  orders  issued  to  Mr.  Slidell  at  any  time  prior  or  sub- 
sequent to  his  departure  for  Mexico  as  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  that  Republic;*'  and  requesting  the  President  also  to 
"communicate  all  the  orders  and  correspondence  of  the  Government  in 
relation  to  the  return  of  General  Paredes  to  Mexico.** 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  same,  which  contain  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the 
Executive  which  it  is  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interests  to 
communicate. 

For  further  information  relating  to  the  return  of  Santa  Anna  to  Mexico 
I  refer  you  to  my  annual  message  of  December  8,  1846.  The  facts  and 
considerations  stated  in  that  message  induced  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  the  commander  of  our  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated.  This  ouder  was  issued  simul- 
taneously with  the  order  to  blockade  the  coasts  of  Mexico,  both  bearing 
date  the  13th  of  May,  18461  the  day  on  which  the  existence  of  the  war 
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with  Mexico  was  recognized  by  Congress.  It  was  issued  solely  upcMi 
the  views  of  policy  presented  in  that  message,  and  without  any  under- 
staiiding  on  the  subject,  direct  or  indirect,  with  Santa  Anna  or  any  other 
person. 

General  Paredes  evaded  the  vigilance  of  our  combined  forces  by  laud 
and  sea,  and  made  his  way  back  to  Mexico  from  the  exile  into  which  he 
had  been  driven,  landing  at  Vera  Cruz  after  that  city  and  the  cast 
San  Juan  de  UUoa  were  in  our  military  occupation,  as  will  appear  fr< 
the  accompan>nng  reports  and  diKiiments. 

The  resolution  calls  for  ihe  "instructions  and  orders  issued  to  Mr." 
Slidell  at  any  time  prior  or  subsequent  to  his  departure  for  Mexico  as 
minister  plenipotenliar>-  of  the  United  States  to  that  Republic,"  The 
customary  and  usual  reservation  contained  in  calls  of  either  House  of 
Congress  u|)on  the  Executive  for  iuformalion  relating  to  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations  ha-s  been  omitted  in  the  resolution  before  me.  The 
call  of  the  House  is  unconditional.  It  is  that  the  information  requested 
be  communicated,  and  thereby  be  made  public,  whether  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive  (who  is  charged  by  the  Constitution  with  the  duty  of 
conducting  negotiations  with  foreign  powers)  such  information,  when 
disclosed,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  or  not.  It  has  beea 
a  subject  of  serious  deliberation  with  me  whether  I  could,  consistently 
with  my  constitutional  duty  and  my  sense  of  the  public  interests  in- 
volved and  to  be  affected  by  it,  violate  an  important  principli 
heretofore  held  sacred  by  my  predecessors,  as  I  should  do  by  a  compi 
ance  with  the  recjuest  of  the  House.  President  Washington,  in  a  mesi-l 
sage  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  jotli  of  March,  1796,  declined 
to  comply  with  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  that  body,  to  lay 
before  them  ' '  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  correspondence  and  other  documents  relative  to  that  treaty, 
excepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  existing  negotiation  may  render 
improper  to  be  disclosed. ' '  In  assigning  his  reasons  for  declining  to  com- 
ply with  the  call  he  declared  that — 
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lure  of  foreign  negiilialiuns  requires  caution,  and  Ihdr  success  must  often__ 
n  secrecy;  Bud  even  when  brought  to  a  concludon  a  fall  disclosure  d 
9,  demands,  or  eventual  concessions  which  may  have  been  propo! 
contemplated  would  be  extremely  impolitic;  for  this  might  have  a  pemicioDS 
encc  on  future  negotiations,  or  produce  immediate  inconveniences,  perhaps  d 
and  mischit-f.  in  relation  toother  powers.     The  necessity  of  such  caution  and  a 
was  one  cogent  reason  for  vesting  the  power  of  making  tiealics  in    ~      ~ 
with  the  ad\'ice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  principle  on  which  that  b 
fonned  confining  it  (o  a  small  number  of  members.     To  arlmil,  then,  u  right  it 
House  of  Representative!)  to  demand  and  to  liave  as  ti  nuittcr  of  cou 
pers  respecting  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power  wonld  be  to  esUhUsh  a  1)1 
precedent. 

In  that  case  the  instructions  and  doctmients  calleil  for  related  1 
treatj'  which  had  been  concluded  and  ratified  by  the  Pn-slilcnt  andt 
foliations  tn  relation  to  it  had  been  lerminated. 


James  K,  Polk  567 

was- an  express  reservation,  too,  **  excepting ' *  from  the  call  all  such 
papers  as  related  to  *  *  any  existing  negotiations '  *  which  it  might  be  im- 
proper to  disclose.  In  that  case  President  Washington  deemed  it  to  be 
a  violation  of  an  important  principle,  the  establishment  of  a  **  dangerous 
precedent,'*  and  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests  to  comply  with  the 
call  of  the  House.  Without  deeming  it  to  be  necessary  on  the  present 
occasion  to  examine  or  decide  upon  the  other  reasons  assigned  by  him 
for  his  refusal  to  communicate  the  information  requested  by  the  House, 
the  one  which  is  herein  recited  is  in  my  judgment  conclusive  in  the  case 
under  consideration. 

Indeed,  the  objections  to  complying  with  the  request  of  the  House 
contained  in  the  resolution  before  me  are  much  stronger  than  those 
which  existed  in  the  case  of  the  resolution  in  1796.  This  resolution  calls 
for  the  ' '  instructions  and  orders ' '  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to 
Mexico  which  relate  to  negotiations  which  have  not  been  terminated, 
and  which  may  be  resumed.  The  information  called  for  respects  nego- 
tiations which  the  United  States  offered  to  open  with  Mexico  immediately 
preceding  the  commencement  of  the  existing  war.  The  instructions  given 
to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  relate  to  the  differences  between  the 
two  countries  out  of  which  the  war  grew  and  the  terms  of  adjustment 
which  we  were  prepared  to  offer  to  Mexico  in  our  anxiety  to  prevent  the 
war.  These  differences  still  remain  unsettled,  and  to  comply  with  the 
call  of  the  House  would  be  to  make  public  through  that  channel,  and  to 
communicate  to  Mexico,  now  a  public  enemy  engaged  in  war,  informa- 
tion which  could  not  fail  to  produce  serious  embarrassment  in  any  future 
negotiation  between  the  two  countries.  I  have  heretofore  communicated 
to  Congress  all  the  correspondence  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to 
Mexico  which  in  the  existing  state  of  our  relations  with  that  Republic 
can,  in  my  judgment,  be  at  this  time  communicated  without  serious  in- 
jury to  the  public  interest. 

Entertaining  this  conviction,  and  with  a  ^ncere  desire  to  furnish  any 
information  which  may  be  in  possession  of  the  executive  department, 
and  which  either  House  of  Congress  may  at  any  time  request,  I  regard 
it  to  be  my  constitutional  right  and  my  solemn  duty  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  to  decline  a  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House 
contained  in  their  resolution.  TAMPS  "K^    POT  JC 


Washingtoj^, /anuaty  21,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
bearing  date  at  the  city  of  Schwerin  on  the  9th  December,  1847,  acced- 
ing substantially  to  the  stipulations  of  our  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation with  Hanover  of  the  loth  June,  1846. 
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In  my  last  anuual  message  1  preseuted  the  reasons  which  in  my  judg- 
ment rendered  it  proper  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  such  of  the 
public  lands  as  ha\'e  remained  unsold  for  long  periods  after  they  had 
been  ofEered  for  sale  at  public  auction. 

Many  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  lying  within  the  hmits  of  sevesal 
of  the  Western  States  have  been  offered  in  the  market  and  been  subject  to 
sale  at  private  enlr>'  for  more  than  twenty  years  and  large  quantities  for 
more  than  thirty  years  at  the  lowest  price  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  they  mil  not  command  that  price.  They 
must  remain  unsold  and  uncultivated  for  an  indefinite  period  unless  the 
price  demanded  for  them  by  the  Government  shall  be  reduced.  No  satis- 
factorj-  reason  is  perceived  why  they  should  be  longer  held  at  rates  above 
their  real  value.  At  the  present  period  an  additional  reason  exists  for 
adopting  the  measure  recommended.  When  the  country'  is  engaged  in  a 
foreign  war,  and  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  loans,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  dictate  of  wisdom  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  all  our  resoun^es 
and  thus  limit  the  amount  of  the  public  indebtedness  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible sum, 

I  recommend  that  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  of  preemption  rights 
be  amended  and  modi6ed  so  as  to  operate  prospectively  and  to  embrace 
all  who  may  settle  upon  the  public  lands  and  make  improvements  upon 
them,  before  they  are  surveyed  as  well  as  afterwards,  in  all  cases  where 
such  settlements  may  be  made  after  the  Indian  title  shall  have  been 
extinguished. 

If  the  right  of  preemption  be  thus  extended,  it  will  embrace  a  large 
and  meritorious  class  of  our  citizens.  It  will  increase  the  number  of 
small  freeholders  upon  our  borders,  who  will  be  enabled  thereby  to  edu- 
cate their  children  and  otherwise  improve  their  condition,  while  they 
will  be  found  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  proved  themselves  to  be  iq 
the  hour  of  danger  to  their  country,  among  our  hardiest  and  best  volnn- 
-  teer  soldiers,  ever  ready  to  attend  to  their  services  in  cases  of  emergen- 
cies and  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field  as  long  as  an  enemy  remains  to 
be  encountered.  Such  a  policy  will  also  impress  these  patriotic  pioneer 
emigrants  with  deeper  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  parental  care  of  their 
Government,  when  they  find  their  dearest  interests  secured  to  them  by 
the  permanent  laws  of  the  land  and  that  they  are  no  longer  in  danger  <rf 
losing  their  homes  and  hard-earned  improvements  by  being  brought  inbl 
competition  vdih  a  more  wealthy  class  of  purchasers  at  the  land  sales. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  in\Hted  at  their  last  and  the  precedio] 
session  to  the  importance  of  establishing  a  Territorial  government  c 
our  posscseions  in  Oregon,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  (here  was  t 
legislation  on  the  subject.  Our  citizens  who  inhabit  that  dinlant  r 
of  countrj-  are  still  left  mihout  the  i>rotection  of  our  laws,  or  any  ri 
larly  organized  govenuuent.     Before  the  question  of  limits  and  boui 

I  Territory  of  Oregon  was  definitely  settled,  from  the  noccesid 
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of  their  cx)ndition  the  inhabitants  had  established  a  temporary  govern- 
ment of  their  own.  Besides  the  want  of  legal  authority  for  continuing 
such  a  government,  it  is  wholly  inadequate  to  protect  them  in  their 
rights  of  person  and  property,  or  to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  of  other  citizens,  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  They  should  have  the  right  of  suffrage,  be 
represented  in  a  Territorial  legislature  and  by  a  Delegate  in  Congress, 
and  possess  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  citizens  of  other  portions 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  or  may 
now  enjoy. 

Our  judicial  system,  revenue  laws,  laws  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  protection  of  our  laws  generally 
should  be  extended  over  them. 

In  addition  to  the  inhabitants  in  that  Territory  who  had  previously 
emigrated  to  it,  large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  followed  them  during 
the  present  year,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  during  the  next  and  subse- 
quent years  their  numbers  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  established  post  routes  leading  to  Ore- 
gon, and  between  different  points  within  that  Territory,  and  authorized 
the  estabHshment  of  post-oflBces  at  **  Astoria  and  such  other  places 
on  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as 
the  public  interests  may  require. '  *  Post-oflBces  have  accordingly  been 
established,  deputy  postmasters  appointed,  and  provision  made  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails. 

The  preservation  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  residing  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  will  render  it  proper  that  authority  should  be  given  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  an  adequate  number  of  Indian  agents  to  reside 
among  them. 

I  recommend  that  a  suryey or- general's  oflBce  be  established  in  that 
Territory,  and  that  the  public  lands  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  mar- 
ket at  an  early  period. 

I  recommend  also  that  grants,  upon  Uberal  terms,  of  limited  quanti- 
ties of  the  public  lands  be  made  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
have  emigrated,  or  may  hereafter  within  a  prescribed  period  emigrate,  to 
Oregon  and  settle  upon  them.  These  hardy  and  adventurous  citizens, 
who  have  encountered  the  dangers  and  privations  of  a  long  and  toil- 
some journey,  and  have  at  length  found  an  abiding  place  for  themselves 
and  their  families  upon  the  utmost  verge  of  our  western  limits,  should 
be  secured  in  the  homes  which  they  have  improved  by  their  labor. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a 
detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  various  branches  of  the  public 
service  connected  with  the  Department  under  his  charge.  The  duties 
devolving  on  this  Department  have  been  unusually  onerous  and  respon- 
sible during  the  past  year,  and  have  been  discharged  with  ability  and 
success. 
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Washington,  February  lo,  is^8. 
To  (hi  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

III  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tlie  ist  instant,  requei 
ing  lo  be  informed  whether  "any  taxes,  dnties.  or  imposts"  have  t 
"laid  and  collected  upon  goods  and  merchandise  belonging  to  citize 
of  the  United  States  exported  by  such  citizens  from  the  United  States  "* 
to  Mexico,  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  rate  of  such  duties,  and  what  a 
has  been  collected,  and  also  by  what  authority  of  law  the  same  have 
lieen  laid  and  collected,"  I  refer  the  Senate  to  my  annual  message  tA  * 
the  7th  of  December  last,  in  whicli  I  informed  Congress  tliat  ordi 
had  been  given  to  our  military  and  naval  commanders  in  Mexico  t 
ado[it  the  policy,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  levying  military  contributioi 
upon  the  enemy  for  the  support  of  our  Army. 

As  one  of  the  modes  adopted  for  levying  such  contributions,  it  i 
stated  in  that  message  that — 

On  the  31st  of  March  lost  t  caused  an  order  to  lie  issued  to  our  military  a: 
couimanderB  to  levy  and  collect  a  niilitnry  contribution  upon  all  vessels  and  ti 
chaiiilise  tvhich  might  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  in  our  military  occupation, 
and  to  apply  such  contributions  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war.      By 
virtue  of  the  right  of  conquest  an^i  the  laws  of  war,  tbe  conqueror,  consulting  bis 
own  safety  or  convenience,  may  citlier  exclude  foreign  commerce  altogether  from 
all  such  ports  or  permit  it  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  pre9cribej_! 
Before  the  principal  ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded  by  our  Navy  the  r 
derived  from  import  duties  under  the  laws  of  Mexico  was  paid  into  the  HenOI 
treasury.     After  these  ports  had  fallen  into  our  military  possession  the  blockade  » 
raised  and  conunerce  with  them  penailted  upon  prescribed  terms  and  eonditions. 
They  were  opened  to  the  trade  of  all  nations  u])oti  the  payment  of  duties  more  mod- 
erate in  their  aniouut  tlian  those  which  had  Iwen  previously  levied  by  Mexico,  and 
the  revenue,  whidi  was  formerly  paid  into  the  Meiican  treasury,  was  directed  to  baj 
collected  by  our  military  and  naval  officers  anil  applial  to  the  use  of  our  Army  a: 
Navy.     Care  was  taken  that  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  our  Army  and  Kavi 
should  be  exempted  from  ttie  operations  of  the  order,  and,  as  tl 
imported  upon  which  the  order  operated  must  be  consumed  by  Mexican  cidte 
the  contributions  exacted  were  in  effect  ttic  seizure  of  the  public  revenues  of  Mes 
and  the  application  of  tliem  to  our  o«-n  use.     In  directing  this  measure  the  ^ 
was  to  compel  the  enemy  to  contribute  as  far  as  practicable  toward  the  c 
of  the  war. 

A  copy  of  the  order  referred  to.  with  the  documeuts  accompanying' I 
has  been  communicated  to  Congre^. 

The  order  operated  upon  the  ves,sels  and  merchandise  of  all  natioi 
whether  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  lo  foreignerB.  1 
riving  in  any  of  the  ports  in  Mexico  in  our  military  occupation, 
contributions  leWed  were  a  lax  ujion  Mexican  citizens,  who  were  I 
consumers  of  the  merchandise  imported.    But  for  the  permit  or  lie* 
granted  by  the  ordrr  all  vessels  and  merchandise  belonging  to  cili 
of  the  United  States  were  neces,sarily  excluded  from  all  commerce  • 
Mexico  from  the  commencement  of  the  war.     The  coastn  and 
^  Mexico  were  ordered  to  be  placed  under  blockade  oil  the  day  Cotq 
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declared  the  war  to  exist,  and  by  the  laws  of  nations  the  blockade  ap- 
plied to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  the  vessels  of  all 
other  nations.  Had  no  blockade  been  declared,  or  had  any  of  our  mer- 
chant vessels  entered  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  not  blockaded,  they 
would  have  been  liable  to  be  seized  and  condemned  as  lawful  prize  by  the 
Mexican  authorities.  When  the  order  was  issued,  it  operated  as  a  privi- 
lege to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  those  of  foreign 
countries  to  enter  the  ports  held  by  our  arms  upon  prescribed  terms  and 
conditions.  It  was  altogether  optional  with  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  granted  upon  the 
terms  prescribed. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  and  foreigners  have  availed  themselves 
of  these  privileges. 

No  principle  is  better  established  than  that  a  nation  at  war  has  the 
right  of  shifting  the  burden  off  itself  and  imposing  it  on  the  enemy  by 
exacting  military  contributions.  The  mode  of  making  such  exactions 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  conqueror,  but  it  should  be  exercised 
in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

The  right  to  levy  these  contributions  is  essential  to  the  successful  pros- 
ecution of  war  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  practice  of  nations  has 
been  in  accordance  with  this  principle.  It  is  as  clearly  necessary  as  the 
right  to  fight  battles,  and  its  exercise  is  often  essential  to  the  subsistence 
of  the  army. 

Entertaining  no  doubt  that  the  military  right  to  exclude  commerce 
altogether  from  the  ports  of  the  enemy  in  our  military  occupation 
included  the  minor  right  of  admitting  it  under  prescribed  conditions,  it 
became  an  important  question  at  the  date  of  the  order  whether  there 
should  be  a  discrimination  between  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  neutral 
nations. 

Had  the  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
been  admitted  without  the  payment  of  any  duty,  while  a  duty  was  levied 
on  foreign  vessels  and  cargoes,  the  object  of  the  order  would  have  been 
defeated.  The  whole  commc-rct-  would  have  bc' 
can  vessels,  no  contributions  could  have  1 
would  have  been  furnished  with  goods 
any  contribution  whatever,  :iiid  would  have^ 
military  occupation,  instead  nf  Ku-inj;  made  I 
In  order  to  levy  these  contrilnitii 
support  of  the  Army,  it  becTiiic,  t 
should  be  collected  upon  imporiN 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 

It  was  deemed  proper  to  extend 
goes  belonging  to  neutral  nations.! 
commencement  of  tlie  war  witli  Me: 
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all  □eutral  nations,  and  to  afford  to  them  no  jost  cause  of  complaint;  i 
we  have  seen  the  good  consequences  of  this  policy  by  the  general  sati^ 
faction  which  it  has  given. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  as  to  the  rates  of 
duties  imposed,  I  refer  you  to  the  documents  which  accompanied  my 
annual  message  of  the  7th  of  December  last,  which  contain  the  inforu 
mation. 

From  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  f 
retary  of  the  Navy  it  will  be  seen  that  the  contributions  have  been  col-^ 
lected  on  all  vessels  and  cargoes,  whether  American  or  foreign;  but  the 
returns  to  the  Departments  do  not  show  with  exactness  the  amounts 
collected  on  American  as  distinguishable  from  foreign  vessels  and  merr| 
^^°^'^-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  10,  184S. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

lu  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ttli" 
instant.  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

No  communication  has  been  received  from  Mexico  "containing  prop- 
ositions from  the  Mexican  authorities  or  commissioners  for  a  treaty  of 
peace, ' '  except  the  ' '  counter  projel ' '  presented  by  the  Mexicau  commis- 
sioners to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  on  the  6th  of  September 
last,  a  copy  of  which,  with  the  docuigents  accompanying  it,  I  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  2d  instant.  A  copy  of 
my  communication  to  the  Senate  embracing  this  "projet"  is  herewith 
communicated.  j^j^t^g  ^  pQ^K. 

Washington.  February  //,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  a  view  to  ratifi- 
cation, a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  commerce,  and  nangation  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Peru,  concluded  and  signed  in 
_Jhis  city  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  Secretarj'  of  State  and  the  minister 
pleni potent iarj-  of  Peru,  in  behalf  of  their  respective  Governments.  I 
also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  thera  which  led  to 
""  •"'"y-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  75.  1848.  J 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary'  of  War,  t<q 
with  the  accompan>-ing  report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  in  answer  to  ti 
resolution  uf  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  calling  for  informatioo  J 
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regard  to  the  order  or  law  by  virtue  of  which  certain  words  "in  relation 

to  the  promotion  of  cadets  have  been  inserted  in  the  Army  Register  of 

the  United  States,  page  45,  in  the  year  1847." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  22,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  and  advice  as  to  its 
ratification,  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement,  signed 
at  the  city  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1848,  by 
N.  P.  Trist  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  by  plenipotentiaries 
appointed  for  that  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  that  the  recall  of  Mr.  Trist  as  com- 
missioner of  the  United  States,  of  which  Congress  was  informed  in  my 
annual  message,  was  dictated  by  a  belief  that  his  continued  presence 
with  the  Army  could  be  productive  of  no  good,  but  might  do  much  harm 
by  encouraging  the  delusive  hopes  and  false  impressions  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  that  his  recall  would  satisfy  Mexico  that  the  United  States  had 
no  terms  of  peace  more  favorable  to  offer.  Directions  were  given  that 
any  propositions  for  peace  which  Mexico  might  make  should  be  received 
and  transmitted  by  the  commanding  general  of  our  forces  to  the  United 
States. 

It  was  not  expected  that  Mr.  Trist  would  remain  in  Mexico  or  con- 
tinue in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  oflBce  of  commissioner  after 
he  received  his  letter  of  recall.  He  has,  however,  done  so,  and  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  Government  of  Mexico,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
have  concluded  with  him  this  treaty.  I  have  examined  it  with  a  full 
sense  of  the  extraneous  circumstances  attending  its  conclusion  and  sig- 
nature, which  might  be  objected  to,  but  conforming  as  it  does  substan- 
tially on  the  main  questions  of  boundary  and  indemnity  to  the  terms 
which  our  commissioner,  when  he  left  the  United  States  in  April  last, 
was  authorized  to  offer,  and  animated  as  I  am  by  the  spirit  which  has 
governed  all  my  official  conduct  toward  Mexico,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate  for  their  consideration  with  a  view  to  its 
ratification. 

To  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  there  are  serious  objections,  and  no 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Trist  contemplated  or  authorized  its  insertion. 
The  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  Texas  belong  to  that  State,  and  this 
Government  has  no  power  to  dispose  of  them  or  to  change  the  conditions 
of  grants  already  made.  All  valid  titles  to  lands  within  the  other  terri- 
tories ceded  to  the  United  States  will  remain  unaffected  by  the  change 
of  sovereignty;  and  I  therefore  submit  that  this  article  should  not  be 
ratified  as  a  part  of  the  treaty. 

There  may  be  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  ratification  of  the  "addi- 
tional and  secret  article"  might  unreasonably  delay  and  embarrass  the 
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final  action  on  the  treaty  by  Mexico.  I  therefore  submit  whether  that 
article  should  not  be  rejected  by  the  Senate.  . 

If  the  treaty  shall  be  ratified  as  proposed  to  be  amended,  the  cessions 
of  territory  made  by  it  to  the  United  States  as  indemnity,  the  provision 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  our  injured  citizens,  and  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  the  boundary  of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union 
are  objects  gained  of  great  national  importance,  while  the  magnanimous 
forbearance  exhibited  toward  Mexico,  it  is  hoped,  may  insure  a  lasting 
peace  and  good  neighborhood  between  the  two  countries. 

I  communicate  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Slidell 
in  November,  1845,  as  envoy  extraordinary'  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  Mexico;  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Trist  in  April  last,  and 
such  of  the  correspondence  of  the  latter  with  the  Department  of  State, 
not  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress,  as  will  enable  the  Senate  to 
understand  the  action  which  has  been  had  with  a  view  to  the  adjustment 
of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico.  TAMES  K   POLK 


Washington,  February  28,  1848, 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  Untied  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  instant,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  whether  the  active  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico  have  been,  and  now  are,  suspended,  and,  if  so, 
by  whose  agency  and  in  \drtue  of  what  authority  such  armistice  has 
been  effected,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  received  no  information  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  other  than  that  communicated  to  the  Senate  with  my 
executive  message  of  the  2 2d  instant.  TAMES  K    POLK 

Washington,  February  29,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  vSenate  passed  in  *  *  executive 
session"  on  yesterday,  requesting  the  President  "to  communicate  to 
the  Senate,  /;/  confidence,  the  entire  correspondence  between  Mr.  Trist 
and  the  Mexican  commissioners  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Mexico 
until  the  time  of  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  submitted  to  the  Senate; 
and  also  the  entire  correspondence  between  Mr.  Trist  and  the  Secretarj'' 
of  State  in  relation  to  his  negotiations  with  the  Mexican  commissioners; 
also  all  the  correspondence  l)etween  General  Scott  and  the  Government 
and  between  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Trist  .since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Trist 
in  Mexico  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,"  I  trans- 
mit herewith  the  correspondence  called  for.  These  documents  are  very 
voluminous,  and  presuming  that  the  Senate  desired  them  in  reference  to 
early  action  on  the  treaty  with  Mexico  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  that  body  by  my  message  of  the  2 2d  instant,  the  originals  of  several 
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of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Trist  are  herewith  communicated,  in  order  to  save 
the  time  which  would  necessarily  be  required  to  make  copies  of  them. 
These  original  letters,  it  is  requested,  may  be  returned  when  the  Senate 
shall  have  no  further  use  for  them. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Trist  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  especially  such 
of  them  as  bear  date  subsequent  to  the  receipt  by  him  of  his  letter  of 
recall  as  commissioner,  it  will  be  perceived,  contain  much  matter  that  is 
impertinent,  irrelevant,  and  highly  exceptionable.  Four  of  these  let- 
ters, bearing  date,  respectively,  the  29th  December,  1847,  January  12, 
January  22,  and  January  25,  1848,  have  been  received  since  the  treaty 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate.  In  the  latter  it  is  stated  that  the  Mexican 
commissioners  who  signed  the  treaty  derived  *  *  their  full  powers,  bear- 
ing date  on  the  30th  December,  1847,  from  the  President  ad  interim 
of  the  Republic  (General  Anaya),  constitutionally  elected  to  that  office 
in  November  by  the  Sovereign  Constituent  Congress ' '  of  Mexico.  It  is 
impossible  that  I  can  approve  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Trist  in  disobeying  the 
positive  orders  of  his  Government  contained  in  the  letter  recalling  him, 
or  do  otherwise  than  condemn  much  of  the  matter  with  which  he  has 
chosen  to  encumber  his  voluminous  correspondence.  Though  all  of  his 
acts  since  his  recall  might  have  been  disavowed  by  his  Government,  yet 
Mexico  can  take  no  such  exception.  The  treaty  which  the  Mexican 
commissioners  have  negotiated  with  him,  with  a  full  knowledge  on  their 
part  that  he  had  been  recalled  from  his  mission,  is  binding  on  Mexico. 

lyooking  at  the  actual  condition  of  Mexico,  and  believing  that  if  the 
present  treaty  be  rejected  the  war  will  probably  be  continued  at  great 
expense  of  life  and  treasure  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  considering 
that  the  terms,  with  the  exceptions  mentioned  in  my  message  of  the 
22d  instant,  conform  substantially,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  main  question 
of  boundary,  to  those  authorized  by  me  in  April  last,  I  considered  it  to 
be  my  solemn  duty  to  the  country,  uninfluenced  by  the  exceptionable 
conduct  of  Mr.  Trist,  to  submit  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  ratified,  with  the  modifications  suggested. 

Nothing  contained  in  the  letters  received  from  Mr.  Trist  since  it  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate  has  changed  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  resolution  also  calls  for  '  *  all  the  correspondence  between  General 
Scott  and  the  Government  since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Trist  in  Mexico. ' '  A 
portion  of  that  correspondence,  relating  to  Mr.  Trist  and  his  mission, 
accompanies  this  communication.  The  remainder  of  the  * '  correspond- 
ence between  General  Scott  and  the  Government  '*  relates  mainly,  if  not 
exclusively,  to  military  operations.  A  part  of  it  was  communicated  to 
Congress  with  my  annual  message,  and  the  whole  of  it  will  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  if  it  shall  be  desired  by  that  body.  As  coming  within  the 
purview  of  the  resolution,  I  also  communicate  copies  of  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-General  Butler  in  reference  to  Mr.  Trist's 
remaining  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  in  the  assumed  exercise  of 
his  powers  of  commissioner.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 
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Washington,  March  2,  1S48. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  January,  1848,  1 
communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  containing  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Wise, 
late  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Brazil,  relating  to  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade.  j^^^^^g  ^  ^^^ 

Washington,  March  2,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
accompanying  doctunents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  28th  February,  1848,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  "any 
information  he  may  at  any  time  have  received  of  the  desire  of  any  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  people  of  any  of  the  States  of  Mexico  to  be 
incorporated  within  the  limits  of  any  territory  to  be  acquired  from  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  and  particularly  that  he  communicate  any  late  prop- 
osition which  has  been  made  to  that  effect  through  General  Wool  or  any 
other  military  officer  in  Mexico."  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  March  7,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  12th  February,  1848,  from 
N.  P.  Trist,  together  with  the  authenticated  map  of  the  United  Mexican 
States  and  of  the  plan  of  the  port  of  San  Diego,  referred  to  in  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  **of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Mexican  Republic,**  which  treaty 
was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  my  message  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  8,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  this  date,  requesting  the 
President  *  *  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  terms  of  the  authority  given  to 
Mr.  Trist  to  draw  for  the  $3,000,000  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  March,  1847,"  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  accompan)dng  documents,  which  contain  the  information 

^^^^  ^^^'  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  8,  1848, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  this  date,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  * '  confidentially,  any  additiomal 
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dispatches  which  may  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Trist,  and  espe- 
cially those  which  are  promised  by  him  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
of  the  2d  of  February  last,  if  the  same  have  been  received,"  I  have  to 
state  that  all  the  dispatches  which  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Trist 
have  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

JAMES  K.  POI^K. 

Washington,  March  10,  1848, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  with  the  accompanjring  documents,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  February, 
1848,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  House  **  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major-General 
Scott,  and  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major-General  Taylor,  and 
between  Major-General  Scott  and  N.  P.  Trist,  late  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  to  Mexico,  and  between  the  latter  and  Secretary  of  State, 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  pubHshed,  and  the  publication  of  which 
may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  interest.'' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  State  govern- 
ment formed  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  6,  1846,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union." 

I  communicate  also  the  documents  accompanying  the  constitution, 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  president  of  the  convention. 

MAKCH  16,  1848.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  18,  1848, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Sudden  and  severe  indisposition  has  prevented,  and  may  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  continue  to  prevent,  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  recently  appointed 
commissioner  to  Mexico,  from  departing  on  his  mission.  The  public 
interest  requires  that  a  diplomatic  functionary  should  proceed  without 
delay  to  Mexico,  bearing  with  him  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Mexican  Republic,  lately  ratified,  with  amendments,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  is  deemed 
proper,  with  this  view,  to  appoint  an  associate  commissioner,  with  full 
powers  to  act  separately  or  jointly  with  Mr.  Sevier. 

I  therefore  nominate  Nathan  ClifiFord,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  to  be  a 
M  P— vol,  IV— 37 
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commissioner,  with  the  rank  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pla 
potentiar>',  of  the  Uuited  States  to  the  Mexican  Republic, 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington.  J/arM  22,  1S4S. 
To  Ike  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  re,iort  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  in  compHance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  24th  January,  1848,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  pubhc  interest,  the  correspond- 
ence of  Mr.  Wise,  late  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Bra- 
zil, with  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  March  24,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ijih  instant,  request- 
ing the  President  to  transmit  to  that  body  "a  copy  of  a  dispatch  to  the 
United  States  consul  at  Monterey.  T.  O.  Larkin,  esq.,  forwarded  in 
November,  1845,  by  Captain  Gillespie,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  and  which 
was  by  hiin  destroyed  before  entering  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  if  a  com- 
munication 'of  the  same  be  not,  in  his  opinion,  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,"  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretarj-  of 
State,  with  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  referred  to.  The  resolution  of  the 
Senate  appears  to  have  been  passed  in  legislative  session.  Entertaining 
the  opinion  that  the  publication  of  this  dispatch  at  this  time  will  not  be 
"compatible  with  the  public  interests,"  but  unwilling  to  withhold  from 
the  Senate  information  deemed  important  by  that  body,  I  commonicate 
a  copy  of  it  to  the  Senate  in  executive  session. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretarj-  of  State,  with  the  a<s 
compaH>ing  documents,  in  compUance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  8th  instant,  calling  for  "any  correspondence 
which  may  have  recently  taken  place  with  the  British  Government  rela- 
tive to  the  adoption  of  principles  of  reciprocity  in  the  trade  and  shipping 
of  the  two  countries." 

Marcb  24,  1848. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
panjTng  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  ai  the 
the  lytti  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  coDunaniaite  to  tlut 
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''copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  London  and  any  authorities  of  the  British  Government  in  relation  to  a 
postal  arrangement  between  the  two  countries.  *  * 

ui.^r.^     .     Q  Q  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

March  27,  1848.  •' 

Washington,  April  3,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  Congress,  for  their  information,  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch, with  the  accompanying  documents,  received  at  the  Department 
of  State  from  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  giving  official  information  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  French  Monarchy,  and  the  establishment  in  its  stead  of  a  **  pro- 
visional government  based  on  republican  principles. '  * 

This  great  event  occurred  suddenly,  and  was  accomplished  almost 
without  bloodshed.  The  world  has  seldom  witnessed  a  more  interest- 
ing or  sublime  spectacle  than  the  peaceful  rising  of  the  French  people, 
resolved  to  seciu*e  for  themselves  enlarged  liberty,  and  to  assert,  in  the 
majesty  of  their  strength,  the  great  truth  that  in  this  enlightened  age 
man  is  capable  of  governing  himself. 

The  prompt  recognition  of  the  new  Government  by  the  representative 
of  the  United  States  at  the  French  Court  meets  my  full  and  unqualified 
approbation,  and  he  has  been  authorized  in  a  suitable  manner  to  make 
known  this  fact  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  French  Republic. 

Called  upon  to  act  upon  a  sudden  emergency,  which  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  by  his  instructions,  he  judged  rightly  of  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  his  Government  and  of  his  countrymen,  when,  in 
advance  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  other  countries,  he  was  the 
first  to  recognize,  so  far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  the  free  Government 
established  by  the  French  people. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  has  ever  been  that  of  nonintervention 
in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other  countries,  leaving  to  each  to  establish  the 
form  of  government  of  its  own  choice.  While  this  wise  poUcy  will  be 
maintained  toward  France,  now  suddenly  transformed  from  a  monarchy 
into  a  republic,  all  our  sympathies  are  naturally  enlisted  on  the  side  of 
a  great  people  who,  imitating  our  example,  have  resolved  to  be  free. 
That  such  sympathy  should  exist  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  the  friends  of  free  government  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
and  especially  in  France,  is  not  remarkable.  We  can  never  forget  that 
France  was  our  early  friend  in  our  eventful  Revolution,  and  generously 
aided  us  in  shaking  off  a  foreign  yoke  and  becoming  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent people. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  our  system  of  well-regulated  self- 
government  for  near  three-fourths  of  a  century,  and  can  properly  appre- 
ciate its  value.     Our  ard^t  and  sincere  congratulations  are  extended  to 
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the  patriotic  people  of  France  upon  their  noble  and  thus  far  s 

efforts  to  found  for  their  future  government  liberal  institutions  ■amilar 

to  oar  own. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  under  the  benign  influence  of  free  institutions 
the  enlightened  statesmen  of  republican  France  will  find  it  to  be  for  her 
true  interests  and  permanent  glory  to  cultivate  with  the  United  States 
the  most  liberal  principles  of  international  intercourse  and  commercial 
reciprocity,  whereby  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  both  nations  will 
be  promoted.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  7,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  ans«'er  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  of  March.  1848,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  containing  the  information  called  for.  relatix'e  to  the 
services  of  Captain  McClellan's  company  of  Florida  volunteers  in  the  year 
'^''°-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  7, 1S48. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  1 
ting  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court-martial  in  the  case 
of  Lieutenant -Colonel  FnSmont,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  29th  February^  .848.  j^,^jgS  ^   PqLk. 

Washington,  April  to,  1848.  1 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates:  ' 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  together 
(vith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
"the  Brazilian  charg^  d'affaires  at  Washington,"  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  aSth  of  Mardi.  1848.  ~ 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  ij.  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  March,  : 
I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  transm! 
a  report  of  the  head  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  with  the  accompanyiai 
papers, relative  to  "the  repeating  firearms  in\-ented  by  Samuel  Colt." 

Such  is  the  favorable  opinion  entertained  of  the  value  of  this  arm,  par- 
ticularly for  a  mounted  corps,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  will  be  seen 
\)y  his  report,  has  contracted  with  Mr.  Colt  for  3,000  of  his  ptsttds. 
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has  offered  to  contract  for  an  additional  number  at  liberal  prices,  but  the 
inventor  is  unwilling  to  furnish  them  at  the  prices  offered. 

The  invention  for  the  construction  of  these  arms  being  patented,  the 
United  States  can  not  manufacture  them  at  the  Government  armories 
without  a  previous  purchase  of  the  right  so  to  do.  The  right  to  use  his 
patent  by  the  United  States  the  inventor  is  unwilling  to  dispose  of  at  a 
price  deemed  reasonable.  j^j^^S  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  April  25, 1848. 

To  the  House  of  RepreseniaHves  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  submitted  by  him  as  embracing  the  papers  and 
the  correspondence*  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major-General 
Scott,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
17th  mstant.  ^^^^  ^  p^j^^ 

Washington,  AprU  29,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  several  communications 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  Mr.  Justo  Sierra,  commissioner 
of  Yucatan,  and  also  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  that  State, 
representing  the  condition  of  extreme  suffering  to  which  their  country 
has  been  reduced  by  an  Insurrection  of  the  Indians  within  its  limits,  and 
asking  the  aid  of  the  United  States. 

These  communications  present  a  case  of  human  suffering  and  misery 
which  can  not  fail  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  all  civilized  nations.  From 
these  and  other  sources  of  information  it  appears  that  the  Indians  of 
Yucatan  are  waging  a  war  of  extermination  against  the  white  race.  In 
this  dvil  war  they  spare  neither  age  nor  sex,  but  put  to  death,  indis- 
criminately, all  who  fall  within  their  power.  The  inhabitants,  panic 
stricken  and  destitute  of  arms,  are  fl3dng  before  their  savage  pursuers 
toward  the  coast,  and  their  expulsion  from  their  country  or  their  exter- 
mination would  seem  to  be  inevitable  unless  they  can  obtain  assistance 
from  abroad. 

In  this  condition  they  have,  through  their  constituted  authorities,  im- 
plored the  aid  of  this  Government  to  save  them  from  destruction,  offering 
in  case  this  should  be  granted  to  transfer  the  ''dominion  and  sovereignty 
of  Jhe  peninsula'*  to  the  United  States.  Similar  appeals  for  aid  and  pro- 
tection have  been  made  to  the  Spanish  and  the  English  Governments. 

Whilst  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  any  meas- 
ure with  a  view  to  the  acquisition  of  the  ''dominion  and  sovereignty" 

*  Rdating  to  tiie  ocmdiict  of  tiie  war  ia  MeslQ9  and  Uie  rtcaUof  Geaesil  Soott  Ixtim  the  ooninft^ 
•f  theAnnj. 
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oyer  Yucatan,  yet.  according  to  our  established  policy,  we  cottM  not 
coiisent  to  a  transfer  of  this  "dominion  and  sovereigiity  "  either  to  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  European  power.  In  the  langu^:e  of  Presi- 
dent Monroe  in  his  message  of  December,  1823 — 

We  sliould  consider  any  attempt  oa  their  part  to  extend  Ib^  system 
tion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 

In  ray  annual  message  of  December,  1845,  I  declared  that — 

Near  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  the  principle  was  distinctly  annowiMd  to  ibe 
world,  in  the  annual  message  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  that  "  the  American  coati- 
nents,  by  the  free  and  independent  condition  which  they  have  assumed  and  main- 
tain, are  henceforth  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for  futtire  colonimlicm  far  a^y 
European  powers."  This  principle  will  apply  with  greatly  increased  force  dioald 
any  Huropean  power  attempt  to  establish  any  new  colony  in  North  America.  In  tbe 
existing  circumstances  of  the  world,  the  present  is  deemed  a  proper  occasioa  to 
reiterate  and  rcal!irm  the  principle  aTowed  by  TtXi.  Monroe,  and  to  state  my  cotdial 
concurrence  in  its  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  The  reassertion  of  this  principle,  espe- 
cially in  refcicncc  to  Xorth  America,  is  at  this  day  but  the  pnimalgatioa  of  a  pali^, 
whidb  no  European  power  should  cherish  the  disposition  to  resist  Existing  rigl 
ot  every  Eurooean  nation  should  be  respected,  but  it  is  due  alike  to  our  safety, 
our  interests  mat  the  ef&cient  protection  of  our  laws  should  be  extended  over 
whole  territorial  limits,  and  that  it  should  be  distinctly  announced  to  the  world  ■•' 
our  settled  policy  that  no  future  European  colony  or  dominion  shall  with  our  con- 
sent be  planted  or  established  on  any  part  of  the  North  American  continenL 

Our  own  security  requires  that  the  established  policj'  thus  announced 
should  guide  our  conduct,  and  this  applies  with  great  force  to  the  penin- 
sula of  Yucatan,  It  is  situate  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  North  Ameri- 
can continent,  and,  from  its  vicinity  to  Cuba,  to  the  capes  of  Florida,  to 
NeH'  Orleans,  and,  indeed,  to  our  whole  southwestern  coast,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  security  if  it  should  become  a  colony  of  any 
European  nation. 

We  lia\-e  now  authentic  information  that  if  the  aid  asked  from  the 
United  States  be  uot  granted  such  aid  will  probably  be  obtained  from 
some  European  power,  which  may  hereafter  assert  a  claim  to  "dotninloo 
and  so\*ereignty  "  over  Yucatan. 

Our  existing  relations  with  Yucatan  are  of  a  peculiar  character,  as 
be  perceived  from  the  note  of  the  Secretarj-of  State  to  their  commia 
dated  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
mitted.  Y'ucatan  has  ue\'er  declared  her  independence,  and  we  treat! 
her  as  a  State  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  For  this  reason  we  have  nc 
ly  received  her  commissioner;  but  whilst  this  is  the  case,  we 
considerable  extent  recognized  her  as  a  neutral  in  our  war  W 
Whilst  still  jronsidering  Yucatan  as  a  portion  of  Mexico,  if 
troops  to  spare  for  this  purpose  I  would  deem  it  proper,  during 
contintiance  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  to  occupy  and  hold  militarj'  pos- 
sesion of  her  territor>-  and  to  defend  the  white  inhabitants  against  tne 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  in  the  same  way  that  we  hare  employed  our 
troops  in  other  Stales  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  our  possession  ii 
repelling  the  attacks  of  sa\-ages  upon  the  inhabitants  who  ha\-e 
taioed  their  neutrality  in  the  war.     But,  unfortunately,  we  con  not 
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the  present  time,  without  serious  danger,  withdraw  our  forces  from  other 
portions  of  the  Mexican  territory  now  in  our  occupation  and  send  them 
to  Yucatan.  All  that  can  be  done  under  existing  circumstances  is  to 
employ  our  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  not  required  at  other  points  to  afford 
them  relief;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  adequate  protection  can 
thus  be  afforded,  as  the  operations  of  such  naval  forces  must  of  necessity 
be  confined  to  the  coast. 

I  have  considered  it  proper  to  communicate  the  information  contained 
in  the  accompanying  correspondence,  and  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  expedient  to 
prevent  Yucatan  from  becoming  a  colony  of  any  European  power,  which  in 
no  event  could  be  permitted  by  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
rescue  the  white  race  from  extermination  or  expulsion  from  their  country. 

JAMES  K.  POI.K. 

Washington,  May  5, 18^8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  correspondence  **  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Don  Justo 
Sierra,  the  representative  of  Yucatan,"  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  commtmicate  also  additional  documents  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  May  8, 1848. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United-  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  25th  April,  requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  with  copies 
of  the  accompanying  papers,  on  the  claim  made  by  the  Choctaw  Indians 
for  $5,000,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  transfer,  being 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  stock  and  the  par  value  thereof 
tiansf erred  to  them  by  the  Chickasaws  under  the  convention  of  the  17th 
of  January,  1837.  jAmES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  p,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting 
further  information  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  Yucatan,  I  transmit 
herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  accompan3dng 
copies  of  communications  from  officers  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

JAMES  K.  POI<K, 
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Washington,  May  9, 184S.    I 
To  the  Samte  of  the  UniUd  Stales:  I 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  n-ith  ftfl 
view  to  its  ratification,  a  conveutioii  for  the  extension  of  certain  stipula-fl 
tions*  contained  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  na\-igation  of  August  27,  J 
1829,  between  the  United  States  and  Austria,  concluded  and  signed  iaa 
this  city  on  the  Sth  instant  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries.  I 

JAMES  K.  P01<K.      I 

Washington,  May  75.  184S.      I 
To  Ike  Senate  of  the  United  States:  I 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy,  J 
together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  res-J 
olutiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  requesting  infonnatioa  as  tol 
the  measures  taken  for  the  protection  of  the  white  population  of  Yucatan V 
by  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States.  TAMES  K  POLK_      I 

Washington.  May  19, 1S48.      I 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates:  ' 

I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
showing  the  result  of  the  settlement  required  by  the  treaty  of  August. 
1846,  with  the  Cherokees,  and  the  appropriations  requisite  to  carry  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty  into  effect.  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  May  29.  iS^S.     I 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:  ■ 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  accompanying  memorial  and  papers,  whichl 
have  been  transmitted  to  me,  by  a  special  messenger  employed  for  thatfl 
purpose,  by  th^govemor  and  legislative  assembly  of  Oregon  Territory,  fl 
who  constitute  the  temporar>'  government  which  the  inhabitants  of  thatfl 
distant  region  of  our  country  have,  from  the  necessity  of  their  condition,  1 
organized  for  themselves.     The  memorialists  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States.      They  express  ardent  attachment  to  their  native  land,  and  in 
tbeir  present  perilous  and  distressed  situation  they  earnestly  invoke  the 
aid  and  protection  of  their  Government.  M 

They  represent  that ' '  the  proud  and  powerful  tribes  of  Indians '  *  RSid-fl 
ing  in  their  vicinity  liave  recently  raised  ' '  the  war  whoop  and  crmutooedfl 
their  tomahawks  in  the  blood  of  their  citizens;"  that  they  apprehend 
that  ' '  many  of  the  powerful  tribes  inhabiting  the  upper  valley  of  the 

*  KcliUaK  Id  diajnul  ul  pcopcity.  etc  _ 
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Columbia  have  formed  an  alliance  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hos- 
tilities against  their  settlements;*'  that  the  number  of  the  white  popula- 
tion is  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  savages;  that  they  are  deficient  in  arms 
and  money,  and  fear  that  they  do  not  possess  strength  to  repel  the  *  *  attack 
of  so  formidable  a  foe  and  protect  their  families  and  property  from  vio- 
lence and  rapine.*'  They  conclude  their  appeal  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  relief  by  declaring: 

If  it  be  at  all  the  intention  of  our  honored  parent  to  spread  her  guardian  wing  over 
her  sons  and  daughters  in  Oregon,  she  surely  witt  not  refuse  to  do  it  now,  when  they 
are  struggling  with  all  the  ills  of  a  weak  and  temporary  government,  and  when  perils 
are  daily  thickening  aroimd  them  and  preparing  to  burst  upon  their  heads.  When 
the  ensuing  summer's  sim  shall  have  di^>elled  the  snow  from  the  mountains,  we  shaU 
look  with  glowing  hope  and  restless  anxiety  for  the  coming  of  your  laws  and  your 
arms. 

In  my  message  of  the  5th  of  August,  1846,  communicating  ' '  a  copy  of 
the  convention  for  the  settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  Oregon  boimd- 
ary , ' '  I  recommended  to  Congress  that  '  *  provision  should  be  made  by 
law,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  for  the  organization  of  a  Territorial 
government  in  Oregon."  In  my  annual  message  of  December,  1846, 
and  again  in  December,  1847,  this  recommendation  was  repeated. 

The  population  of  Oregon  is  believed  to  exceed  12,000  souls,  and  it  is 
known  that  it  will  be  increased  by  a  large  number  of  emigrants  during 
the  present  season.  The  facts  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  memorial 
and  papers  show  that  the  dangers  to  which  our  fellow-dtizens  are  exposed 
are  so  imminent  that  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  again  to  impress  on  Con- 
gress the  strong  claim  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  distant  country  have 
to  the  benefit  of  our  laws  and  to  the  protection  of  our  Government. 

I  therefore  again  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  and 
recommend  that  laws  be  promptly  passed  establishing  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment and  granting  authority  to  raise  an  adequate  volunteer  force  for 
the  defense  and  protection  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  believed  that  a  regi- 
ment of  mounted  men,  with  such  .additional  force  as  may  be  raised  in 
Oregon,  will  be  sufficient  to  afford  the  required  protection.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  forces  raised  for  this  purpose  should  engage  to»serve  for 
twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that, 
with  proper  inducements  in  land  bounties,  such  a  force  can  be  raised  in 
a  short  time.  Upon  the  expiration  of  their  service  many  of  them  will 
doubtless  desire  to  remain  in  the  country  and  settle  upon  the  land  which 
they  may  receive  as  bounty.  It  is  deemed  important  that  provision  be 
made  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  Indian  agents  to  reside 
among  the  various  tribes  in  Oregon,  and  that  appropriations  be  made  to 
enable  them  to  treat  with  these  tribes  with  a  view  to  restore  and  preserve 
peace  between  them  and  the  white  inhabitants. 

Should  the  laws  recommended  be  promptly*  passed,  the  measures  for 
their  execution  may  be  completed  during  the  present  season,  and  before 
the  severity  of  winter  will  interpose  obstacles  ixx  crossing  the  Rocky 
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Mountains.     If  not  promptly  passed,  a  delay  of  another  year  will  be  the 
consequence,  and  may  prove  destructive  to  the  white  settlements  in 

^^^^^-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  May  ji,  1848, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  with  the  accompanying  correspondence,  which  contains 
the  information  called  for  by  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the  30th 
instant,  relating  to  the  existing  condition  of  affairs  in  Yucatan. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /««^  12,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  31st  ultimo,  **  requesting  the  President  to  communicate 
the  correspondence  not  heretofore  communicated  between  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  since  the  recent 
change  in  the  Government  of  France.'*  TAMES  K  POLK 

Washington, /w«^  23,  184,8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  'a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  2ist  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate, 
in  executive  session,  as  early  as  practicable,  the  papers  heretofore  in  the 
possession  of  the  Senate  and  returned  to  the  War  Department,  together 
with  a  statement  from  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army  as  to  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  claim  of  James  W.  Schaumburg  to  be  restored  to  rank 

in  the  Army.  ^KHi^  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  fuly  jr,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  such  action  as  the  Senate  shall  deem  proper,  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  suggesting  a  discrepancy  between  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  and  the  27th  ultimo,  advising  and 
consenting  to  certain  appomtment$  and  promotions  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.  j^j^^  j^  ^^^ 
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War  Department, 
The  PRESIDBNT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES.  Washington,  July  i,  184S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  Army,  inviting  attention  to  a  diflSculty  arising  from  the  terms  of  certain  confir- 
mations made  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  and  27th  ultimo,  the  former 
advising  and  consenting  to  the  reappointment  of  Captain  Edward  Deas,  Fourth  Artil- 
lery, who  had  been  dismissed  the  service,  and  the  latter  advising  and  consenting  to 
the  promotion  of  First  Lieutenant  Joseph  Roberts  to  be  captain,  vice  Deas,  dismissed, 
and  Second  Lieutenant  John  A.  Brown  to  be  first  lieutenant,  vice  Roberts,  promoted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  j    MARCY 

Secretary  of  War, 

Adjutant-Generai,*s  Office, 
Hon.  W.  L.  MARCY.  Washington,  June  .9,  'S4S. 

Secretary  of  War, 

Sir:  In  a  list  of  confirmations  of  regular  promotions  just  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, dated  the  27th  instant,  it  is  observed,  under  the  heading  **  Fourth  Regiment  of 
Artillery,"  that  First  Lieutenant  Joseph  Roberts  is  confirmed  as  a  captain,  vice  Deas, 
dismissed,  and  Second  Lieutenant  John  A.*  Brown  as  first  lieutenant,  vice  Roberts, 
promoted. 

The  President,  having  decided  to  reinstate  Captain  Deas,  nominated  him  for  resto- 
ration to  the  Senate  the  12th  instant,  withdrawing,  as  the  records  show,  at  the  same 
time  the  names  of  Lieutenants  Roberts  and  Brown.  This  nomination  of  Captain 
Deas  was  confirmed  the  15th  of  June,  and  he  has  been  commissioned  accordingly.  I 
respectfully  bring  this  matter  to  your  notice  imder  the  impression  that  as  the  reso- 
lutions of  June  15  and  Jime  27  conflict  with  each  other  it  may  be  the  wish  of  the 
Senate  to  reconcile  them  by  rescinding  that  portion  of  the  latter  which  advises  and 
consents  to  the  promotions  of  Lieutenants  Roberts  and  Brown. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ^  j^^^^^  Adjutant^General. 


Washington,  July  6, 1848. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and 
settlement  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  didy  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Queretaro,  in 
Mexico,  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1848. 

The  war  in  which  our  coimtry  was  reluctantly  involved,  in  the  nec- 
essary vindication  of  the  national  rights  and  honor,  has  been  thus  termi- 
nated, and  I  congratulate  Congress  and  our  common  constituents  upon 
the  restoration  of  an  honorable  peace. 

The  extensive  and  valuable  territories  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United 
States  constitute  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  the  brilliant  achievements 
and  signal  successes  of  our  arms  will  be  a  guaranty  of  security  for  the 
future,  by  convincing  all  nations  that  our  rights  must  be  respected.  The 
results  of  the  war  with  Mexico  have  given  to  the  United  States  a  national 
character  abroad  which  our  country  never  before  enjoyed.  Our  power 
and  our  resotm:es  have  become  known  and  are  respected  throughout  the 
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world,  aud  we  shall  probably  be  sa\'ed  from  the  necessity  of  engaging  in 
another  foreign  war  for  a  long  series  of  years.     It  is  a  subject  of  congrat- 
ulation that  we  have  passed  through  a  war  of  more  than  two  years'  dura- 
tion with  the  business  of  the  country  uninterrupted,  with  our  resourcefl 
unexhausted,  and  the  public  credit  nuiuipaired.  ^| 

I  commniiicate  for  the  information  of  Congress  the  accompanying  <lo(s| 
uments  and  correspondence,  relating  to  the  negotiation  aud  ratification  ot 
the  treaty. 

Before  the  treaty  can  be  fully  executed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
legislation  will  be  required.  J 

It  will  be  proper  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  psyw 
ment  of  the  $12,000,000  stipulated  by  the  twelfth  article  to  be  paid  t^J 
Mexico  in  four  equal  annual  installments.  Three  milhon  dollars  wenfl 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  March  3.  1847,  and  that  sum  was  paid  to  tbJB 
Mexican  Govemmeut  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  thetreatjrX 

The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  provides  that —  * 

In  order  to  designate  the  boundary  line  with  due  precision  upon  authoritadve  maps, 
and  to  establish  upon  the  ground  landmarks  which  shall  show  the  limits  of  botli 
Republics  as  described  in  the  present  article,  the  two  Govenunentf  shall  each  ap- 
point a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor,  who.  before  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  shall  meet  at  the  port  of  Saa 
Diego  and  proceed  to  run  aad  mark  the  said  boundary  in  its  whole  course  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Br.ivo  del  Norte.  H 

It  will  be  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  tl^| 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  and  surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  Unito^l 
States  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  commissioner  and  sur^'eyor  appointed 
by  Mexico  in  executing  the  stipulations  of  this  article. 

It  will  be  proper  also  to  pro\'ide  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a 
"board  of  commissioners"  to  adjudicate  and  decide  upon  all  claims  qM 
our  citizens  against  the  Mexican  Government,  which  by  the  treaty  faai^l 
been  as.sumed  by  the  United  States,  ^| 

New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  have  been  ceded  by  Mexico  to  tlie 
United  States,  and  now  constitute  a  part  of  our  countrj-.  Embracing 
nearly  ten  degrees  of  latitude,  lying  adjacent  to  the  Oregon  Territory, 
and  extendiug  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  Rio  Grande,  a  mean  dis- 
tance of  nearly  i.ooo  miles,  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  value  of 
these  posses-sious  to  the  United  States.  They  constitute  of  themselves  a 
couutn."  large  enough  for  a  great  empire,  and  their  acquisition  is  second 
only  in  importance  to  that  of  Louisiana  in  1803.  Rich  in  mineral  and 
agricultural  resources,  with  a  climate  of  great  salubrity,  they  embrace 
the  most  important  ports  on  the  whole  Pacific  coast  of  the  continent  o< 
North  America.  The  possession  of  the  ports  of  San  Diego  and  Monterey 
and  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  will  enable  the  United  States  to  command 
the  already  valuable  aud  rajridly  increasing  commerce  of  the  Pacific,  Tbe 
number  of  our  whale  ships  alone  now  employed  in  that  sea  exceeds  700, 
requiring  more  than  20,000  seamen  to  navigate  them,  while  the  capital 
invested  in  this  particular  brandi  of  cottuuerce  is  estimated  al  a 
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than  $40,cx»,ooo.  The  excellent  harbors  of  Upper  California  will  under 
our  flag  aSord  security  and  repose  to  our  commercial  marine,  and  Ameri- 
can mechanics  will  soon  furnish  ready  means  of  shipbuilding  and  repair, 
which  are  now  so  much  wanted  in  that  distant  sea. 

By  the  acquisition  of  these  possessions  we  are  brought  into  immediate 
proximity  with  the  west  coast  of  America,  from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Rus- 
sian possessions  north  of  Oregon,  with  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  by  a  direct  voyage  in  steamers  we  will  be  in  less  than  thirty  days  of 
Canton  and  other  ports  of  China. 

In  this  vast  region,  whose  rich  resources  are  soon  to  be  developed  by 
American  energy  and  enterprise,  great  must  be  the  augmentation  of  our 
commerce,  and  with  it  new  and  profitable  demands  for  mechanic  labor  in 
all  its  branches  and  new  and  valuable  markets  for  our  manufactures  and 
agricultural  products. 

While  the  war  has  been  conducted  with  great  humanity  and  forbear- 
ance and  with  complete  success  on  our  part,  the  peace  has  been  con- 
cluded on  terms  the  most  Hberal  and  magnanimous  to  Mexico.  In  her 
hands  the  territories  now  ceded  had  remained,  and,  it  is  believed,  would 
have  continued  to  remain,  almost  unoccupied,  and  of  little  value  to  her 
or  to  any  other  nation,  whilst  as  a  part  of  our  Union  they  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  vast  benefits  to  the  United  States,  to  the  commercial  world, 
and  the  general  interests  of  mankind. 

The  immediate  estabUshment  of  Territorial  governments  and  the  ex- 
tension of  our  laws  over  these  valuable  possessions  are  deemed  to  be 
not  only  important,  but  indispensable  to  preserve  order  and  the  due 
administration  of  justice  within  their  Hmits,  to  afford  protection  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  faciUtate  the  development  of  the  vast  resources  and 
wealth  which  their  acquisition  has  added  to  our  country. 

The  war  with  Mexico  having  terminated,  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  establish  or  to  continue  temporary  dvil  governments  over  these  terri- 
tories, which  existed  under  the  laws  of  nations  whilst  they  were  regarded 
as  conquered  provinces  in  our  military  occupation,  has  ceased.  By  their 
cession  to  the  United  States  Mexico  has  no  longer  any  power  over  them, 
and  until  Congress  shall  act  the  inhabitants  will  be  without  any  organ- 
ized government.  Should  they  be  left  in  this  condition,  confusion  and 
anarchy  will  be  likely  to  prevail. 

Foreign  commerce  to  a  considerable  amount  is  now  carried  on  in  the 
ports  of  Upper  California,  which  will  require  to  be  regulated  by  our  laws. 
As  soon  as  our  system  shall  be  extended  over  this  commerce,  a  revenue 
of  considerable  amount  will  be  at  once  collected,  and  it  is  not  doubted 
that  it  will  be  annually  increased.  For  these  and  other  obvious  reasons 
I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  earnestly  to  recommend  the  action  of  Congress 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

In  organizing  governments  over  these  torritories,  fraught  with  such 
vast  advantages  to  every  portion  of  our  Union,  I  invoke  that  spirit  of 
concession,  conciliation,  and  compromise  in  your  deliberations  in  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  in  which  it  should  be  administered,  and 


590  Mesiogei  and  Ihtpers  of  ike  Presidents 

which  is  so  indispenBable  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  harmony  an3 
DoioD  of  the  States.  We  should  nei-er  for^t  that  this  Union  of  confed- 
erated States  was  estabUshed  and  cemented  by  kindred  blood  and  by  the 
oommon  tt»Is,  suSenngs,  dangers,  and  triumphs  of  all  its  parts,  and  has 
been  the  eA^r-augmentit^  sonrce  of  oar  national  greatness  and  of  all  onr 


There  has.  perhaps,  been  no  period  since  the  warning  so  impressi' 
given  to  Tiis  countrjTnBi  by  Waslungton  to  guard  against  geogra] 
divisions  and  sectional  parlies  which  appeals  with  greater  force  than 
present  fo  the  patriotic,  sober-minded,  and  reflecting  of  all  parties  at»<l 
of  all  sections  of  our  country'.  Who  can  calculate  the  xalue  of  our  glo- 
rious Union?  It  is  a  model  atid  example  of  free  government  to  all  the 
world,  and  is  the  star  of  hope  and  haven  of  rest  to  the  oppressed  of  every 
clime.  By  its  preservutioa  we  have  been  rapidly  ad\-anced  as  a  nation 
to  a  height  of  strength,  power,  and  happiness  without  a  parallel  in  the 
histoT)-  of  the  world.  As  we  extend  its  blessings  over  new  regions,  shaU 
we  be  so  unwise  as  to  endai^er  its  existence  by  geographical  divisions 
and  dissoisions? 

With  a  view  to  encourage  the  early  settlement  of  these  distant  posses- 
sions, I  recommend  thai  liberal  grants  of  the  public  lands  be  sectored  to 
all  our  citizens  who  have  settled  or  maj'  in  a  Umited  period  settle  within 
their  limits. 

In  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  treatj',  orders  have  been  issued 
to  our  military  and  naval  forces  to  evacuate  without  delay  the  Mexican 
Provinces,  cities,  towns,  and  fortified  places  in  our  mihtary  occupation, 
and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  terrilories  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
The  Army  is  already  on  its  way  to  the  United  States,  That  portion  of 
it,  as  well  regulars  as  volunteers,  who  engaged  to  serve  dming  the  war 
with  Mexico  will  be  discharged  as  soon  as  they  can  be  traa^xnled  at 
marched  to  convenient  points  in  the  vicinity -of  their  homes.  A  part  of 
the  Regular  Army  will  be  employed  in  New  Mexico  and  Upper  Califoa-- 
nia  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants  and  to  guard  our  interests  in 
these  territories. 

The  old  Army,  as  it  existed  before  the  commencement  of  the  war 
Mexico,  especially  if  authority  be  gix'en  to  fill  up  the  rank  and  file  ol 
se\'enil  corps  to  the  maximum  number  authorized  during  the  wai 
believed,  will  be  a  sufficieut  force  to  be  retained  in  ser^'ice  during  a 
of  peace.     A  few  additional  officers  in  the  line  and  staff  of  the 
have  been  authorized,  and  these,  it  is  believed,  will  be  uecessar>'  ii 
peace  establishment,  and  should  be.  retained  in  the  service. 

The  number  of  the  general  officers  may  lie  reduced,  as  vacancii 
by  the  casualties  of  ibc  service,  to  what  it  was  before  the  war. 

While  the  people  of  other  countries  who  live  iiniler  forms  of 
nient  less  free  than  our  own  ha\-e  been  for  ages  oppressed  by  t 

t  large  standing  annics  in  periods  of  peace,  our  vxpcrience 
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shown  that  such  establishments  are  unnecessary  in  a  republic.  Our 
standing  army  is  to  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  society.  It  is  composed  of 
free  citizens,  who  are  ever  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  the  service  of  their 
country  when  an  emergency  requires  it.  Our  experience  in  the  war  just 
closed  fully  confirms  the  opinion  that  such  an  army  may  be  raised  upon 
a  few  weeks*  notice,  and  that  our  citizen  soldiers  are  equal  to  any  troops 
in  the  world.  No  reason,  therefore,  is  perceived  why  we  shotild  enlarge 
our  land  forces  and  thereby  subject  the  Treasury  to  an  annual  increased 
charge.  Sound  policy  requires  that  we  should  avoid  the  creation  of  a 
large  standing  army  in  a  period  of  peace.  No  public  exigency  requires  it. 
Such  armies  are  not  only  expensive  and  unnecessary,  but  may  become 
dangerous  to  Uberty. 

Besides  making  the  necessary  legislative  provisions  for  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  and  the  establishment  of  Territorial  governments  in  the 
ceded  country,  we  have,  upon  the  restoration  of  peace,  other  important 
duties  to  perform.  Among  these  I  regard  none  as  more  important  than 
the  adoption  of  proper  measures  for  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the 
national  debt.  It  is  against  sound  policy  and  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions that  a  public  debt  should  be  permitted  to  exist  a  day  longer  than 
the  means  of  the  Treasury  will  enable  the  Govenmient  to  pay  it  off.  We 
should  adhere  to  the  wise  policy  laid  down  by  President  Washington, 
of  **  avoiding  likewise  the  acciunulation  of  debt,  not  only  by  shunning 
occasions  of  expense,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  in  time  of  peace  to  dis- 
charge the  debts  which  unavoidable  wars  have  occasioned,  not  ungener- 
ously throwing  upon  posterity  the  burthen  which  we  ourselves  ought  to 
bear. '  * 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  Administration  the  public  debt 
amounted  to  $17,788,799.62.  In  consequence  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
it  has  been  necessarily  increased,  and  now  amounts  to  $65,778,450.41, 
including  the  stock  and  Treasury  notes  which  may  yet  be  issued  under 
the  act  of  January  28, 1847,  and  the  $16,000,000  loan  recently  negotiated 
under  the  act  of  March  31,  1848. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  treaty  stipulates  that  $12,- 
000,000  shall  be  paid  to  Mexico,  in  four  equal  annual  installments  of 
$3,000,000  each,  the  first  of  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30th  day  of  May, 
1849.  The  treaty  also  stipulates  that  the  United  States  shajl  **  assume 
and  pay ' '  to  our  own  citizens  *  Hhe  claims  already  liquidated  and  decided 
against  the  Mexican  Republic,**  and  **all  claims  not  heretofore  decided 
against  the  Mexican  Government,**  **to  an  amount  not  exceeding  three 
and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars.  *  *  The  *  *  liquidated  *  *  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  against  Mexico,  as  decided  by  the  joint  board  of 
commissioners  under  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico of  the  nth  of  April,  1839,  amounted  to  $2,026,139.68.  This  sum 
was  payable  in  twenty  equal  annual  installments.  Three  of  them  have 
been  paid  to  the  claimants  by  the  Mexican  Government  and  two  by  the 
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United  States,  leaving  to  be  paid  of  the  principal  of  the  liquidated  anu 
assumed  by  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $1,519,604.76,  together 
tlic  interest  thereon.  These  several  amounts  of  "liquidated"  and  un- 
liquidated claims  assumed  by  the  United  States,  it  is  belie\-ed,  may  be 
paid  as  they  fall  due  out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  without  the  issue  of 
stock  or  the  creation  of  auy  additional  public  debt. 

I  ciiu  not  too  strongly  recommend  to  Congress  the  importance  of  hus- 
banding all  our  national  resources,  of  hmitiug  the  public  expenditures 
to  nectSKary  objects,  and  of  applying  ail  the  surplus  at  any  time  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt.  I  recommend  that  authority 
he  vested  in  the  Executive  by  law  to  anticipate  the  period  of  reimbnrse- 
mcnt  of  such  portion  of  the  debt  a.s  may  not  be  now  redeemable,  and 
to  purchase  it  at  par,  or  at  the  premium  which  it  may  command  in  the 
market,  in  all  cases  in  which  that  authority  lias  not  already  been  granted. 
A  premium  has  been  obtained  by  the  Government  on  much  the  larger 
portion  of  the  loans,  and  if  when  the  Government  becomes  a  purcliaser 
of  its  own  stiK-k  it  shall  command  a  premium  in  the  market,  it  wilt  be 
Hound  policj'  to  pay  it  rather  than  to  pay  the  semiannual  interest  upon  it. 
The  interest  upon  the  debt,  if  the  outstanding  Treasury  notes  shall  be 
funded,  from  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  until  it  shall  fall  due  and  be 
rcdeeuiablc  will  be  very  nearly  equal  to  the  principal,  which  must  itself 
be  ultimately  paid. 

Without  changing  or  modifying  the  present  tariff  of  duties,  so  great 
has  l>een  the  increase  of  our  commerce  under_  its  benign  operation  that 
the  revenue  derived  from  that  source  and  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
litudn  will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  enable  the  Government  to  discharge 
aimually  several  millions  of  the  debt  and  at  the  same  time  possess  the 
means  of  meeting  necessary  appropriations  for  all  other  proper  objects, 
UnlesK  Congress  shall  authorize  largely  increased  expenditures  for  objects 
not  of  abaoliile  necessity,  the  whole  public  debt  existing  before  the  Mexi- 
can war  and  that  created  during  its  continuance  may  be  paid  off  without 
any  increa.se  of  taxation  on  the  people  long  before  it  falls  due. 

Upon  the  restoration  of  peace  we  should  adopt  the  pohc>-  suited  to  a 
Htate  of  peace,  tn  doing  this  the  earliest  practicable  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  should  be  a  cardinal  principle  of  action.  Profiting  b>'  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past,  we  shoidd  avoid  the  errors  into  which  the  country 
was  betrayed  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  warwith  Great  Britain  in 
In  n  few  years  after  tluit  i>enod  a  broad  and  latitudinous  construction 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  unfortunately  received  hut 
mucJi  countenance.  Though  the  countr>'  was  burdened  with  a 
public  debt,  large,  and  in  some  instances  unnecessarj-  and  extrai 
expenditures  were  authorized  by  Congress.  The  consequence  w 
the  payment  of  the  debt  was  postponed  for  more  tlum  twenty  years, 
ex-en  then  it  was  only  accomplislied  by  the  stern  will  and  unl 
policy  o[  Pteadeut  Jackson,  who  made  its  payment  a  leading  laeaaure 
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his  Administration.  He  resisted  the  attempts  which  were  made  to  divert 
the  public  money  from  that  great  object  and  apply  it  in  wasteful  and 
extravagant  expenditures  for  other  objects,  some  of  them  of  more  than 
doubtful  constitutional  authority  and  expediency. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  observe  a  proper  economy 
in  its  expenditures,  and  be  confined  in  its  action  to  the  conduct  of  our 
foreign  relations  and  to  the  few  general  objects  of  its  care  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution,  leaving  all  municipal  and  local  legislation  to  the  States, 
our  greatness  as  a  nation,  in  moral  and  physical  power  and  in  wealth  and 
resources,  can  not  be  calculated. 

By  pursuing  this  policy  oppressive  measures,  operating  unequally  and 
unjustly  upon  sections  and  classes,  will  be  avoided,  and  the  people,  hav- 
ing no  cause  of  complaint,  will  pursue  their  own  interests  under  the 
blessings  of  equal  laws  and  the  protection  of  a  just  and  paternal  Govern- 
ment. By  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  clearly  con- 
ferred, the  current  of  our  glorious  Union,  now  numbering  thirty  States, 
will  be  strengthened  as  we  grow  in  age  and  increase  in  population,  and 
our  future  destiny  will  be  without  a  parallel  or  example  in  the  history 

°^  ^^^^^^^-  JAMES  K.  POI.K. 


Washington, /«/y  7,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  ask  that  the  date  in  the  promotion  of  Captain  W.  J.  Hardee, 
Second  Dragoons,  to  be  major  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con- 
duct in  the  affair  at  Madellin,  Mexico,  be  changed  to  the  25th  of  March, 

1847,  t^c  ^^y  o^  which  the  action  occurred. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

War  Department, 

Washington^  July  7,  1848. 

The  President  op  the  United  States. 

Sir:  Captain  W.  J.  Hardee,  Second  Dragoons,  has  been  promoted  to  be  major  by 
brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  affair  at  Madellin,  Mexico,  to  date 
from  the  26tli  of  March,  1847.  As  this  affair  took  place  on  the  25th  of  that  month, 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Senate  be  asked  to  change  the  date  of  Captain 
Hardee's  brevet  rank  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  date  of  the  action,  to  wit,  the  25th 
of  March,  1847.  Brevets  which  have  been  conferred  upon  other  oflficers  in  the  same 
affair  take  the  latter  date. 

Very  respectfully,  yom*  obedient  servant,  ^   x     marCY  a 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington, /tt/y  12,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  June,  1848, 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
M  P— vol.  IV— 38 
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with  the  accompanying  documeuts,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
of  inquirj'  wliich  convened  at  Saltilio,  Mexico,  January'    rz,  1S4S,  and 
which  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  full  information  rel- 
ative to  an  alleged  mutiny  iu  the  camp  of  Bueua  ^'ista,  Mexico,  on  01 


1    anA         " 


about  the  15th  of  August.  1S47. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  Jtily  14 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  July  13,  1S48, 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary-  of  War  and  accompanying 
documents,  containing  all  the  proceedings  of  the  two  courts  of  inquiry  iu 
the  case  of  Major-Genera!  Pillow,  the  one  commenced  and  terminated 
in  Mexico,  the  other  commenced  iu  Mexico  and  terminated  in  the  United 
States. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  July  24.  1S4S. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ike  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
loth  instant,  requesting  information  in  relation  to  New  Mexico  and  Cal- 
ifornia, I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  the  documents  which  accompany  the  same.  These  reports 
and  documents  contain  information  upoii  the  several  points  of  inquirj- 
embraced  by  the  resolutions.  "The  proper  hmits  and  Imundaries  of 
New  Mexico  and  California"  are  delineated  on  the  inap  referred  to  in 
the  late  treaty  with  Mexico,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted; and  all  the  additional  infonnation  upon  that  subject,  and  also  the 
most  reliable  information  in  rL-siject  to  the  population  of  these  respecti\'e 
Provinces,  which  is  in  the  j^wssessiou  of  the  Executive  will  be  found  ta 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretarj-  of  State. 

The  resolutions  request  information  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  civil 
governments  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  their  "form  and  chai 
ter,"  by  "whom  instituted,"  by  "what  authority."  and  how  they 
"maintained  and  supported." 

In  my  message  of  December  aa.  1846,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
House  of  Representatives  calling  for  information  "in  relation  to  the 
^blisliinent  or  organization  of  ci^il  government  in  any  portion  of 
territory  of  Mexico  which  has  or  might  l>e  taken  possession  of  by 
Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  I  communicated  the  orders  wW 
had  been  given  to  the  ofncers  of  our  Army  and  Navj',  and  stated 
general  authority  upon  which  temporary  military  governments  bad 
established  over  the  conquered  portion  of  Me:uco  then  in  our 
occupatioD. 
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The  temporary  governments  authorized  were  instituted  by  virtue  of  ^the 
rights  of  war.  The  power  to  declare  war  against  a  foreign  coimtry,  and 
to  prosecute  it  according  to  the  general  laws  of  war ,  as  sanctioned  by 
civilized  nations,  it  will  not  be  questioned,  exists  under  our  Constitution. 
When  Congress  has  declared  that  war  exists  with  a  foreign  nation,  *  *  the 
general  laws  of  war  apply  to  our  situation,**  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  President,  as  the  constitutional  '*  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,**  to  prosecute  it. 

In  prosecuting  a  foreign  war  thus  duly  declared  by  Congress,  we  have 
the  right,  by  *  *  conquest  and  military  occupation,  *  *  to  acquire  possession  of 
the  territories  of  the  enemy,  and,  during  the  war,  to  **  exercise  the  fullest 
rights  of  sovereignty  over  it. '  *  The  sovereignty  of  the  enemy  is  in  such 
case  '  *  suspended,  *  *  and  his  laws  can  *  *  no  longer  be  rightfully  enforced '  * 
over  the  conquered  territory  *  *  or  be  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  who 
remain  and  submit  to  the  conqueror.  By  the  surrender  the  inhabitants 
pass  under  a  temporary  allegiance  *  *  to  the  conqueror,  and  are  *  *  bound  by 
such  laws,  and  such  only,  as  *  *  he  may  choose  to  recognize  and  impose. 
'  *  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  no  other  laws  could  be  obligatory  upon 
them,  for  where  there  is  no  protection  or  allegiance  or  sovereignty  there 
can  be  no  claim  to  obedience.**  These  are  well-established  principles 
of  the  laws  of  war,  as  recognized  and  practiced  by  civilized  nations,  and 
they  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  our  own 
country. 

The  orders  and  instructions  issued  to  the  officers  of  our  Army  and 
Navy,  applicable  to  such  portions  of  the  Mexican  territory  as  had  been 
or  might  be  conquered  by  our  arms,  were  in  strict  conformity  to  these 
principles.  They  were,  indeed,  ameliorations  of  the  rigors  of  war  upon 
which  we  might  have  insisted.  They  substituted  for  the  harshness  of 
military  rule  something  of  the  mildness  of  civil  government,  and  were 
not  only  the  exercise  of  no  excess  of  power,  but  were  a  relaxation  in 
favor  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  territory  who  had 
submitted  to  our  authority,  and  were  alike  politic  and  humane. 

It  is  from  the  same  source  of  authority  that  we  derive  the  unques- 
tioned right,  after  the  war  has  been  declared  by  Congress,  to  blockade 
the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  enemy,  to  capture  his  towns,  cities,  and  prov- 
inces, and  to  levy  contributions  upon  him  for  the  support  of  oiu"  Army. 
Of  the  same  character  with  these  is  the  right  to  subject  to  oiu"  temporary 
military  government  the  conquered  territories  of  our  enemy.  They  are 
all  belligerent  rights,  and  their  exercise  is  as  essential  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  a  foreign  war  as  the  right  to  fight  battles. 

New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  were  among  the  territories  con- 
quered and  occupied  by  our  forces,  and  such  temporary  governments 
were  estabHshed  over  them.  They  were  established  by  the  officers  of 
our  Army  and  Navy  in  command,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  and  in- 
structions accompanying  my  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
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December  22, 1846.  In  their  form  and  detail,  as  at  first  established,  they 
exceeded  in  some  respects,  as  was  stated  in  that  message,  the  authority 
which  had  been  given,  and  instructions  for  the  correction  of  the  error 
were  issued  in  dispatches  from  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  of  the 
nth  of  January,  1847,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
have  been  maintained  and  supported  out  of  the  military  exactions  and 
contributions  levied  upon  the  enemy,  and  no  part  of  the  expense  has 
been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  routine  of  duty  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  ^rho 
first  established  temporary  governments  in  California  and  New  Mexico 
have  been  succeeded  in  command  by  other  officers,  upon  whom  light 
duties  devolved;  and  the  agents  employed  or  designated  by  them  to 
conduct  the  temporary  governments  have  also,  in  some  instances,  been 
superseded  by  others.  Such  appointments  for  temporary  civil  duty  dur- 
ing our  military  occupation  were  made  by  the  officers  in  command  in 
the  conquered  territories,  respectively. 

On  the  conclusion  and  exchange  of  ratifications  of  a  treaty,  of  peace 
with  Mexico,  which  was  proclaimed  on  the  4th  instant,  these  temporary 
governments  necessarily  ceased  to  exist.  In  the  instructions  to  estab- 
lish a  temporary  government  over  New  Mexico,  no  distinction  was 
made  between  that  and  the  other  Pro\dnces  of  Mexico  which  might  be 
conquered  and  held  in  our  military  occupation. 

The  Province  of  New  Mexico,  according  to  its  ancient  boundaries,  as 
claimed  by  Mexico,  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande.  That  part  of 
it  on  the  east  of  that  river  was  in  dispute  when  the  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  commenced.  Texas,  by  a  successful  revolu- 
tion in  April,  1836,  achieved,  and  subsequently  maintained,  her  inde- 
pendence. By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  Texas  passed  in  December, 
1836,  her  western  boundary  was  declared  to  l)e  the  Rio  Grande  from  its 
mouth  to  its  source,  and  thence  due  north  to  the  forty-second  deg^ree 
of  north  latitude.  Though  the  Republic  of  Texas,  by  many  acts  of  sov- 
ereignty which  she  asserted  and  exercised,  some  of  which  were  stated  in 
my  annual  message  of  December,  1846,  had  established  her  clear  title  to 
the  country  west  of  the  Nueces,  and  bordering  upon  that  part  of  the  Rio 
Grande  which  lies  below  the  Pro\'ince  of  New  Mexico,  she  had  never 
conquered  or  reduced  to  actual  possession  and  brought  imder  her  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  that  part  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
which  she  claimed  to  be  within  her  limits.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  we  found  Mexico  in  possession  of  this  disputed  territory.  As  our 
Army  approached  Sante  Fe  (the  capital  of  New  Mexico)  it  was  found  to 
be  held  by  a  governor  under  Mexican  authority,  with  an  armed  force  col- 
lected to  resist  our  advance.  The  inhabitants  were  Mexicans,  acknowl- 
edging allegiance  to  Mexico.  The  boundary  in  dispute  was  the  line 
between  the  two  countries  engaged  in  actual  war,  and  the  settlement 
of  it  of  necessity  depended  on  a  treaty  of  peace.     Finding  the  Mexican 
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authorities  and  people  in  possession,  our  forces  conquered  them,  and  ex- 
tended military  rule  over  them  and  the  territory  which  they  actually  occu- 
pied, in  lieu  of  the  sovereignty  which  was  displaced.  It  was  not  possible 
to  disturb  or  change  the  practical  boundary  line  in  the  midst  of  the 
war,  when  no  negotiation  for  its  adjustment  could  be  opened,  and  when 
Texas  was  not  present,  by  her  constituted  authorities,  to  establish  and 
maintain  government  over  a  hostile  Mexican  population  who  acknowl- 
edged no  allegiance  to  her.  There  was,  therefore,  no  alternative  left  but 
to  establish  and  maintain  military  rule  during  the  war  over  the  conquered 
people  in  the  disputed  territory  who  had  submitted  to  our  arms,  or  to 
forbear  the  exercise  of  our  belligerent  rights  and  leave  them  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  without  control. 

Whether  the  country  in  dispute  rightfully  belonged  to  Mexico  or  to 
Texas,  it  was  our  right  in  the  first  case,  and  our  duty  as  well  as  our  right 
in  the  latter,  to  conquer  and  hold  it. .  Whilst  this  territory  was  in  oiu" 
possession  as  conquerors,  with  a  population  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
which  more  than  once  broke  out  in  open  insurrection,  it  was  our  unques- 
tionable duty  to  continue  our  military  occupation  of  it  until  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  and  to  establish  over  it  a  military  government,  necessary 
for  our  own  security  as  well  as  for  the  protection  of  the  conquered  people. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  i,  1845,  "for  annexing 
Texas  to  the  United  States,'*  the  **  adjustment  of  all  questions  of  bound- 
ary which  may  arise  with  other  governments**  was  reserved  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. When  the  conquest  of  New  Mexico  was  consummated  by  our 
arms,  the  question  of  boundary  remained  still  unadjusted.  Until  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  late  treaty.  New  Mexico  never  became 
an  undisputed  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  it  would  therefore  have 
been  premature  to  deliver  over  to  Texas  that  portion  of  it  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  which  she  asserted  a  claim.  However  just  the 
right  of  Texas  may  have  been  to  it,  that  right  had  never  been  reduced 
into  her  possession,  and  it  was  contested  by  Mexico. 

By  the  cession  of  the  whole  of  New  Mexico,  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  to  the  United  States,  the  question  of  disputed  boundary,  so  far 
as  Mexico  is  concerned,  has  been  settled,  leaving  the  question  as  to  the 
true  limits  of  Texas  in  New  Mexico  to  be  adjusted  between  that  State 
and  the  United  States. 

Under  the  circumstances  existing  during  the  pendency  of  the  war,  and 
while  the  whole  of  New  Mexico,  as  claimed  by  our  enemy,  was  in  our 
military  occupation,  I  was  not  unmindful  of  the  rights  of  Texas  to  that 
portion  of  it  which  she  claimed  to  be  within  her  limits.  In  answer  to  a 
letter  from  the  governor  of  Texas  dated  on  the  4th  of  January,  1847,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  by  my  direction,  informed  him  in  a  letter  of  the  12th 
of  February,  1847,  that  in  the  President's  annual  message  of  December, 
1846 — 

You  have  already  perceived  that  New  Mexico  is  at  present  m  the  temporary  occu- 
pation of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  the  government  over  it  is  military  in 
its  character.    It  is  merely  such  a  ^vemm^t  a9  must  exist  uod^  the  laws  of  naUons 
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and  of  war  to  preserve  order  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  and  will 
on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  this  temporary  government,  rcsuhing  from  necessity,  can  never  in- 
juriously affect  the  right  which  the  President  believes  to  be  justly  asserted  by  Texas 
to  the  whole  territor}-  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  whenever  the  Mexican  claim  to 
it  shall  have  been  extinguished  by  treaty.  But  this  is  a  subject  which  more  properly 
belongs  to  the  legislative  than  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is  that  Texas  had  asserted  a  right  to  that  part 
of  New  Mexicx)  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  is  believed,  tinder  the  acts 
of  Congress  for  the  annexation  and  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  and  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Texas,  to  be  well 
founded;  but  this  right  had  never  been  reduced  to  her  actual  possession 
and  occupancy.  The  General  Government,  possessing  exclusively  the 
war-making  power,  had  the  right  to  take  military'  possession  of  this  dis- 
puted territory,  and  until  the  title  to  it  was  perfected  by  a  treaty  of  peace 
it  was  their  duty  to  hold  it  and  to  establish  a  temporary  military  gov- 
ernment over  it  for  the  preservation  of  the  conquest  itself,  the  safety  of 
our  Army,  and  the  security  of  the  conquered  inhabitants. 

The  resolutions  further  request  information  whether  any  persons  have 
been  tried  and  condemned  for  ' '  treason  against  the  United  States  in  that 
part  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  since  the  same  has 
been  in  the  occupancy  of  our  Army,"  and,  if  so,  before  **  what  tribunal " 
and  '  *  by  what  authority  of  law  such  tribunal  was  established.  *  *  It  ap- 
pears that  after  the  territor}*  in  question  was  **in  the  occupancy  of  our 
Army"  some  of  the  conquered  Mexican  inhabitants,  who* had  at  first 
submitted  to  our  authority,  broke  out  in  open  insurrection,  murdering 
our  soldiers  and  citizens  and  committing  other  atrocious  crimes.  Some 
of  the  principal  oflFenders  who  were  apprehended  were  tried  and  con- 
demned 1)^'  a  tribunal  invested  with  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  which 
had  been  established  in  the  conquered  country  by  the  military  officer  in 
command.  That  the  offenders  deserved  the  punishment  inflicted  upon 
them  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  the  error  in  the  proceedings 
against  them  consisted  in  designating  and  describing  their  crimes  as 
* '  treason  against  the  United  States.  *  *  This  error  was  pointed  out,  and 
its  recurrence  thereby  prevented,  by  the  Secretar>'  of  War  in  a  dispatch 
to  the  ofhcer  in  connnand  in  New  Mexico  dated  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1847,  ^  copy  of  which,  together  with  copies  of  all  communications  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  which  have  been  received  at  the  War  Department,  is 
herewith  transmitted. 

The  resolutions  call  for  information  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  the 
public  lands  acquired  within  the  ceded  territory,  and  **how  much  of 
the  same  is  within  the  l)oundaries  of  Texas  as  defined  by  the  act  of  the 
Congress  of  tlie  Republic  of  Texas  of  the  19th  day  of  December,  1836." 
No  means  of  making  an  accurate  estimate  on  the  subject  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  executive  department.  The  information  which  is  possessed 
will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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The  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  lying  west  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  to  which  Texas  has  no  title,  is  estimated  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  contain  526,078  square  miles,  or  336,689,9aoacres. 

The  period  since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  has  been 
too  short  to  enable  the  Government  to  have  access  to  or  to  procure  ab- 
stracts or  copies  of  the  land  titles  issued  by  Spaiu  or  by  the  Republic  of 
Mexico.  Steps  will  be  taken  to  procure  this  information  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period.  It  is  estimated,  as  appears  from  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  much  the  larger  portion  of 
the  land  \vithin  the  territories  ceded  remains  vacant  and  unappropriated, 
and  will  be  subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  States.  Indeed,  a 
very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  land  embraced  in  the  cession,  it  is 
believed,  has  been  disposed  of  or  granted  either  by  Spain  or  Mexico. 

What  amount  of  money  the  United  States  may  be  able  to  realize  from 
the  sales  of  these  vacant  lauds  must  be  imcertain,  but  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  with  prudent  management,  after  making  liberal  grants  to 
emigrants  and  settlers,  it  will  exceed  the  cost  of  the  war  and  all  the  ex- 
penses to  which  we  have  been  subjected  in  acquiring  it. 

The  resolutions  also  call  for  "the  evidence,  or  any  part  thereof,  that 
the  'extensive  and  valuable  territories  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United 
States  constitute  indemnity  for  the  past.' " 

The  immense  value  of  the  ceded  country  does  not  consist  alone  in  the 
amount  of  money  for  which  the  public  lauds  may  be  sold.  If  not  a  dollar 
could  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  these  lands,  the  cession  of  the  juris- 
diction over  the  country  and  the  fact  that  it  has  become  a  part  of  our 
Union  and  can  uot  he  made  subject  to  any  European  power  constitute 
ample  "  indemnity  for  the  past "  in  the  immeuse  value  and  advantages 
which  its  acquisition  must  give  to  the  commercial,  navigating,  manufac- 
turing, and  agricultural  interests  of  our  country. 

The  value  of  the  pubhc  lands  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  ceded 
territorj',  great  as  that  value  maybe,  is  far  less  important  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  than  the  sovereignty  over  the  country.  Most  of  our 
States  contain  no  public  lands  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  yet  the 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  them  is  of  incalculable  importance  to 
the  nation.  In  the  State  of  New  York  the  United  States  is  the  owner 
of  no  public  lands,  and  yet  two-thirds  of  our  whole  revenue  is  collected 
at  the  great  port  of  that  State,  and  within  her  limits  is  found  about  one- 
seventh  of  our  entire  population.  Although  none  of  the  future  cities  on 
our  coast  of  California  may  ever  rival  the  city  of  New  York  in  wealth, 
population,  and  business,  yet  that  important  cities  will  grow  up  on  the 
magnificent  harborsof  that  coast,  with  a  rapidly  increasing  commerce  and 
population,  and  jielding  a  large  revenue,  would  seem  to  lie  certain.  By 
the  possession  of  the  safe  and  capacious  harbors  on  the  Callfornian  coast 
we  shall  have  great  advantages  in  securing  the  rich  commerce  of  the  East, 
and  shall  thus  obtain  for  our  products  new  and  increased  markets  and 
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and  of  war  to  preserve  order  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  and  will  cewB 
on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  mare 
certain  than  that  this  temporary  government,  resulting  from  necessity,  can  never  in- 
juriously affect  the  right  which  the  President  believes  to  be  justly  asserted  by  Texas 
to  tlie  whole  territory  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  whenever  the  Mexican  claim  to 
it  shall  have  been  extinguished  by  treaty.  But  this  is  a  subject  which  mor*  p«operiy 
belongs  to  the  legislative  than  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

The  result  of  the  wliole  is  that  Texas  had  asserted  a  right  to  that  part 
of  New  Mexico  east  of  the  Rio  Graiide.  which  is  beUeved,  under  the  acts 
of  Congress  for  the  annexation  and  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  and  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Texas,  to  be  well 
founded;  but  this  right  had  never  been  reduced  to  her  actual  possession 
and  occupancy.  The  General  Government,  possessing  exclusively  the 
war-niakiug  power,  had  the  right  to  take  militarj'  possession  of  this  dis- 
puted territory,  and  until  the  title  to  it  was  perfected  by  a  treaty  of  peace 
it  was  their  dutj'  to  hold  it  and  to  establish  a  temporarj'  militar>*  gov- 
ernment over  it  for  the  preser\ation  of  the  conquest  itself,  the  safety  of  ■ 
our  Army,  and  the  security  of  the  conquered  inhabitants.  | 

The  resolutions  further  request  information  whether  any  persons  have 
been  tried  and  condemned  for  "treason  against  the  United  States  in  that 
part  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  since  the  same  has 
been  in  the  occupancy  of  our  Army."  and,  if  so,  before  "  what  tribunal " 
and  ' '  by  what  authority  of  law  such  tribunal  was  established. ' '  It  ap- 
pears that  after  the  territory'  iu  question  was  ' '  in  the  occupancy  of  our 
Army"  some  of  the  conquered  Mexican  inhabitants,  who- bad  at  first 
submitted  to  our  authority,  broke  out  in  open  insurrection,  murdering 
our  soldiers  and  citizens  and  committing  other  atrocious  crimes.  Some 
of  the  principal  offenders  who  were  appreliendt-d  were  tried  and  con- 
demned by  a  tribunal  invested  with  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  which 
had  been  established  iu  the  conquered  country  by  the  military  officer  in 
command.  That  the  offenders  deser\'ed  the  pimishment  inflicted  upon 
them  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  the  error  in  the  proceedings 
against  them  consisted  in  designating  and  describing  their  crimes  as 
"treason  against  the  United  States."  Tltis  error  was  pointed  out.  and 
its  recurrence  thereby  prevented,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  a  dispatch 
to  the  officer  in  command  in  New  Mexico  dated  on  the  a6th  of  Jtme, 
1847,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  copies  of  all  communications  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  which  have  been  received  at  the  War  Department,  is 
herewith  transmitted. 

The  resolutions  call  for  information  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  the   I 
public  lands  acquired  within  the  ceded  territorj',  and  "how  miicli  of  j 
the  same  is  within  the  boundaries  of  Texas  as  defined  by  the  art  of  the  ] 
Congress  of  tlie  Republic  of  Texas  of  the  19th  day  of  December.  1836." 
No  means  of  making  an  accurate  estimate  on  the  subject  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  executive  department .     The  inf  nmiation  which  is  possessed 
wiUbe  found  in  the  accompan^'ing  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TFeasory, 


James  K.  Polk  599 

The  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  lying  west  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  to  which  Texas  has  no  title,  is  estimated  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  contain  526,078  square  miles,  or  336,689,920  acres. 

The  period  since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  has  been 
too  short  to  enable  the  Government  to  have  access  to  or  to  procure  ab- 
stracts or  copies  of  the  land  titles  issued  by  Spain  or  by  the  Republic  of 
Mexico.  Steps  will  be  taken  to  procure  this  information  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period.  It  is  estimated,  as  appears  from  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  much  the  larger  portion  of 
the  land  within  the  territories  ceded  remains  vacant  and  unappropriated, 
and  will  be  subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  States.  Indeed,  a 
very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  land  embraced  in  the  cession,  it  is 
believed,  has  been  disposed  of  or  granted  either  by  Spain  or  Mexico. 

What  amount  of  money  the  United  States  may  be  able  to  realize  from 
the  sales  of  these  vacant  lands  must  be  uncertain,  but  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  with  prudent  management,  after  making  liberal  grants  to 
emigrants  and  settlers,  it  will  exceed  the  cost  of  the  war  and  all  the  ex- 
penses to  which  we  have  been  subjected  in  acquiring  it. 

The  resolutions  also  call  for  **the  evidence,  or  any  part  thereof,  that 
the  'extensive  and  valuable  territories  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United 
States  constitute  indemnity  for  the  past.*  " 

The  immense  value  of  the  ceded  country  does  not  consist  alone  in  the 
amount  of  money  for  which  the  public  lands  may  be  sold.  If  not  a  dollar 
could  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  these  lands,  the  cession  of  the  juris- 
diction over  the  country  and  the  fact  that  it  has  become  a  part  of  our 
Union  and  can  not  be  made  subject  to  any  European  power  constitute 
ample  ** indemnity  for  the  past'*  in  the  immense  value  and  advantages 
which  its  acquisition  must  give  to  the  commercial,  navigating,  manufac- 
turing, and  agricultural  interests  of  our  country. 

The  value  of  the  public  lands  embraced  within  the  Hmits  of  the  ceded 
territory,  great  as  that  value  may  be,  is  far  less  important  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  than  the  sovereignty  over  the  country.  Most  of  our 
States  contain  no  public  lands  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  yet  the 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  them  is  of  incalculable  importance  to 
the  nation.  In  the  State  of  New  York  the  United  States  is  the  owner 
of  no  public  lands,  and  yet  two-thirds  of  our  whole  revenue  is  collected 
at  the  great  port  of  that  State,  and  within  her  limits  is  found  about  one- 
seventh  of  our  entire  population.  Although  none  of  the  future  cities  on 
our  coast  of  California  may  ever  rival  the  city  of  New  York  in  wealth, 
population,  and  business,  yet  that  important  cities  will  grow  up  on  the 
magnificent  harbors  of  that  coast,  with  a  rapidly  increasing  commerce  and 
population,  and  yielding  a  large  revenue,  would  seem  to  be  certain.  By 
the  possession  of  the  safe  and  capacious  harbors  on  the  Califomian  coast 
we  shall  have  great  advantages  in  securing  the  rich  commerce  of  the  East, 
and  shall  thus  obtain  for  our  products  new  and  increased  markets  and 
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greatly  enlarge  our  coasting  and  foreign  trade,  as  well  as  augment  otir 
tonnage  and  revenue. 

These  great  advantages,  far  more  tliao  the  simple  value  of  the  piibli^^ 
lauds  in  the  ceded  territory,  ■'constitute  our  iudemnity  for  the  past." 

JAMES  K.  POLK 


Washington,  ya/K  zS,  z84S\ 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States: 

I  liave  received  from  the  Senate  the  "convention  for  the  mutual  deliv 
erj'  of  criminals,  fugitives  from  justice,  in  certain  cases,  concluded  on 
the  sglh  of  January.  1845,  between  the  United  States  on  the  one  part 
and  Prussia  and  other  States  of  the  German  Confederation  on  the  other 
part,"  with  a  copy  of  their  resolution  of  the  21st  of  June  last,  advising 
and  consenting  to  its  ratification,  with  an  amendment  extending  the 
period  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications  until  the  2Sth  of  September,  1 8. 

I  have  taken  this  subject  into  serious  and  deliberate  consideration,  i 
regret  that  I  can  not  ratify  this  convention,  in  conformity  with  the  advj 
of  the  Senate,  without  %nolating  my  convictions  of  duty.  Having  arriJ 
at  tliis  conclusion.  I  deem  it  proper  and  respectful,  considering  the  p 
iar  circumstances  of  the  present  case  and  Ihe  intimate  relations  wW 
the  Constitution  has  established  between  the  President  and  Senate, 
make  kuo^^-n  to  you  the  reasons  which  inSuence  me  to  come  to  \ 
determination. 

On  the  i6th  of  December,  1845, 1  communicated  this  convention  to  the 
Senate  for  its  consideration,  at  the  same  time  stating  my  objections  to 
the  third  article.     I  deemed  this  to  be  a  more  proper  and  respectf 
course  toward  the  Senate,  as  well  as  toward  Prussia  and  tlie  other  j 
ties  to  it,  than  if  I  had  withheld  it  and  disapproved  it  altogether. 
the  Senate  concurred  with  me  in  opiniou  and  rejected  the  third  artid 
then  the  convention  thus  amended  woidd  ha\-e  conformed  to  our  t 
of  extradition  with  Great  Britain  and  France. 

But  the  Senate  did  not  act  upon  it  within  the  period  limited  for  \ 
exchange  of  ratifications.     From  this  I  concluded  that  they  h 
with  me  in  opinion  in  regard  lo  the  third  article,  and  had  for  this  1 
other  reasons  deemed  it  proper  to  take  no  proceedings  upon  the  convi 
tion.     After  tliis  date,  therefore,  I  considered  the  affair  as  tennitiatei 

Upon  the  presumption  that  this  was  the  fact,  new  negotiations  nJ 
the  subject  were  commenced,  and  several  conferences  were  hdd  fc 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Pru.s.stan  minister.     These  resulted  M 
protocol  signed  at  the  Department  of  Slate  on  the  27th  of  April,  1843^ 
which  the  Secretary  proposed  either  that  the  two  Governments  |] 
agree  to  extend  the  time  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  thus  n 
the  convention,  provided  the  Prussian  Government  would  prcvicntsly  ij 
»nsent  to  the  omission  of  the  third  article,  or  he  "  exprcsaedil 
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willingness  immediately  to  conclude  with  Mr.  Gerolt  a  new  convention, 
if  he  possessed  the  requisite  powers  from  his  Government,  embracing  all 
the  provisions  contained  in  that  of  the  29th  Januar}^  1845,  with  the 
exception  of  the  third  article.  To  this  Mr.  Gerolt  observed  that  he  had 
no  powers  to  conclude  such  a  convention,  but  would  submit  the  propo- 
sitions of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  the  Prussian  Government  for  further  instruc- 
tions. ' ' . 

Mr.  Gerolt  has  never  yet  communicated  in  writing  to  the  Department 
of  State  the  answer  of  his  Government  to  these  propositions,  but  the 
Secretary  of  State,  a  few  months  after  the  date  of  the  protocol,  learned 
from  him  in  conversation  that  they  insisted  upon  the  third  article  of  the 
convention  as  a  sine  qua  non.  Thus  the  second  negotiation  had  finally 
terminated  by  a  disagreement  between  the  parties,  when,  more  than  a 
year  afterwards,  on  the  21st  June,  1848,  the  Senate  took  the  original 
convention  into  consideration  and  ratified  it,  retaining  the  third  article. 

After  the  second  negotiation  with  the  Prussian  Government,  in  which 
the  objections  to  the  third  article  were  stated,  as  they  had  been  previ- 
ously in  my  message  of  the  i6th  December,  1845,  a  strong  additional 
difl&culty  was  interposed  to  the  ratification  of  the  convention;  but  I 
might  overcome  this  difficulty  if  my  objections  to  the  third  article  had 
not  grown  stronger  by  further  reflection.  For  a  statement  of  them  in 
detail  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  memorandum,  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  by  my  direction. 

I  can  not  believe  that  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union,  whose  admin- 
istration of  justice  would  be  almost  exclusively  affected  by  such  a  con- 
vention, will  ever  be  satisfied  with  a  treaty  of  extradition  under  which  if 
a  German  subject  should  commit  murder  or  any  other  high  crime  in  New 
York  or  New  Orleans,  and  could  succeed  in  escaping  to  his  own  country, 
he  would  thereby  be  protected  from  trial  and  punishment  under  the  juris- 
diction of  our  State  laws  which  he  had  violated.  It  is  true,  as  has  been 
stated,  that  the  German  States,  acting  upon  a  principle  springing  from 
the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  still  assert  the  jurisdiction  of  trying 
and  punishing  their  subjects  for  crimes  committed  in  the  United  States 
or  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  It  must,  however,  be  manifest  that 
individuals  throughout  our  extended  country  would  rarely,  if  ever,  follow 
criminals  to  Germany  with  the  necessary  testimony  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  them  to  con\nction  before  German  courts  for  crimes  com- 
mitted in  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  of  the  several  States,  would  render  it  impossible  that  crimes  com- 
mitted by  oiu-  citizens  in  Germany  could  be  tried  and  punished  in  any 
portion  of  this  Union. 

But  if  no  other  reason  existed  for  withholding  my  ratification  from  this 
treaty,  the  great  change  which  has  recently  occurred  in  the  organization 
of  the  Government  of  the  German  States  would  be  sufficient.     By  the  last 
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advices  we  learn  that  the  German  Parliament,  at  Frankfort,  ha:\-e  already 
established  a  federal  provisioual  Executive  for  all  the  States  of  Ger- 
many, and  have  elected  the  Archduke  John  of  Austria  to  be  "Adi 
istrator  of  the  Empire."  One  of  the  attributes  of  this  Executi\'e  is  "1 
represent  the  Confederation  in  its  relations  with  foreign  nations  am 
to  appoint  diplomatic  agents,  ministers,  and  consuls."  Indeed,  i 
minister  at  Berlin  has  already  suggested  tlie  propriety  of  his  transfer 
to  Frankfort.  In  case  this  convention  with  nineteen  of  the  thirty-nine 
German  States  should  be  ratified,  this  could  amount  to  nothing  more 
than  a  proposition  on  the  part  of  fbe  Senate  and  President  to  these  nine- 
teen States  who  were  originally  parties  to  the  convention  to  negotiate 
anew  on  the  subject  of  extradition.  In  the  meantime  a  central  German 
Government  has  been  provisionally  established,  which  extinguishes  the 
right  of  these  seiarate  parties  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  foreign 
Governments  on  subjects  of  several  interest  to  the  whole. 

Admitting  such  a  treaty  as  that  which  has  been  ratiBed  by  the  Senate 
to  be  desirable,  the  obvious  course  would  now  \ye  to  negotiate  with  the 
General  Government  of  Germany.  A  treaty  concluded  with  it  would 
embrace  all  the  thirty-nine  States  of  Germany,  and  its  authority,  being 
coextensive  with  the  Empire,  fugitives  from  justice  found  in  any  of  these 
States  would  lie  surrendered  up  on  the  requisition  of  our  minister  at 
Frankfort.  This  would  be  more  convenient  and  effectual  than  to  address 
such  separate  requisitions  to  each  of  the  nineteen  German  States  with 
which  the  convention  was  concluded. 

.1  communicate  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  copies  of 
a  dispatch  from  our  miiiister  at  Berlin  and  a  communication  from  our 
consul  at  Darmstadt.  ^^^^  j,   p^j^  ^ 

W.^SHINGTON,  July  2g,  1S48, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  t 
17th  instant,  requesting  the  President  "to  communicate,  if  not  incc 
sistent  with  the  public  interests,  copies  of  all  instructions  given  to  the 
Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sexier  and  Nathan  Clifford,  commissioners  appointed 
to  conduct  negotiations  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  lately  conclude 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Repubhc  of  Mexico, ' '  I  have  to  si 
that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  ' '  inconsistent  with  the  public  inter 
to  give  publicity  to  these  instructions  at  the  present  time, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  observe  that,  as  a  general  rule  ap^ 
cable  to  all  our  important  negotiations  with  foreign  [>owers,  it  could  n 
fail  to  he  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  lo  publish  the  in; 
to  our  ministers  until  some  time  had  elapsed  after  the  conclu^oa  of  s 
negotiations. 

In  the  present  case  the  object  of  the  mission  of  our  commiasionen-l 
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Mexico  has  been  accomplished.  The  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  ratified.  The  ratifications  have  been 
exchanged  and  the  treaty  has  been  proclaimed  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  No  contingency  occurred  which  made  it  either  necessary  or  proper 
for  our  commissioners  to  enter  upon  any  negotiations  with  the  Mexican 
Government  further  than  to  urge  upon  that  Government  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  in  its  amended  form.  TAMES  K  POLK 


Washington,  July  ji,  184,8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  contain- 
ing the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1848,  in  relation  **to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  MUeSy 
of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  upon  the  Government  of  Por- 
tugal for  the  payment  of  a  cargo  of  oil  taken  by  the  officers  and  applied 
to  the  uses  of  that  Government."  TAMES  K  POLK 

Washington,  July  31,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  th6  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  * '  in  confidence, 
if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  by  the  Executive  to  extinguish  the  rights  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  and 
Puget  Sound  Land  Company  within  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  such 
communications,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  received  from  the  British 
Government  in  relation  to  this  subject, '  *  I  commtmicate  herewith  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  /,  184.8. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  contain- 
ing the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  17th  July,  1848,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  Indians 
in  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico,  the  number  of  military  posts, 
the  number  of  troops  which  will  be  required  in  each,  and  *  *  the  whole  mili- 
tary force  which  should  constitute  the  peace  establishment.** 

I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  message 
to  Congress  of  the  6th  July,  1848,  transmitting  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  that  **the  old  Army,  as  it  existed  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war  with  Mexico,  especially  if  authority  be  given  to  fill  up  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  several  corps  to  the  maximum  number  authorized  during 
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the  war,  will  be  a  suflSdent  force  to  be  retained  in  service  during  a  period 
of  peace.  * ' 

The  old  Army  consists  of  fifteen  regiments.  By  the  act  of  the  13th  of 
May,  1846,  the  President  was  authorized,  by  **  voluntary  enlistments,  to 
increase  the  number  of  privates  in  each  or  any  of  the  companies  of  the 
existing  regiments  of  dragoons,  artillery,  and  infantry  to  any  nimiber 
not  exceeding  100,*'  and  to  **  reduce  the  same  to  64  when  the  exigencies 
requiring  the  present  increase  shall  cease.'*  Should  this  act  remain  in 
force,  the  maximum  number  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  author- 
ized by  it  would  be  over  16,000  men,  exclusive  of  ofl&cers.  Should  the 
authority  conferred  by  this  act  be  continued,  it  would  depend  on  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  whether  the  niunber  of  the  rank  and  file  should 
be  increased,  and,  if  so,  to  what  amoimt  beyond  the  minimimi  niunber 
of  64  privates  to  a  company. 

Allowing  64  privates  to  a  company,  the  Army  would  be  over  10,000 
men,  exclusive  of  commissioned  and  noncommissioned  officers,  a  number 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  sufficient;  but,  as  a  precautionary  measure, 
it  is  deemed  expedient  that  the  Executive  should  possess  the  power  of 
increasing  the  strength  of  the  respective  corps  should  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  be  such  as  to  require  it.  Should  these  exigencies  not  call 
for  such  increase,  the  discretionary  power  given  by  the  act  to  the  Presi- 
dent will  not  be  exercised. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  forces  will  be  employed  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and  Upper 
California;  a  portion  for  the  protection  of  the  Texas  frontier  adjoining 
the  Mexican  possessions,  and  bordering  on  the  territory  occupied  by  the 
Indian  tribes  within  her  limits.  After  detailing  the  force  necessary  for 
these  objects,  it  is  believed  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  will  remain  to 
afford  security  and  protection  to  our  Indian  frontiers  in  the  West  and 
Northwest  and  to  occupy  with  sufficient  garrisons  the  posts  on  our  north- 
em  and  Atlantic  borders. 

I  have  no  reason  at  present  to  believe  that  any  increase  of  the  number 
of  regiments  or  corps  will  be  required  during  a  period  of  peace. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  August  j,  184.8, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
witli  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  24th  July,  1848,  requesting  the  President  '*to  transmit 
to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the  two  courts  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of 
Major-General  Pillow,  the  one  commenced  and  terminated  in  Mexico,  and 
the  other  commenced  in  Mexico  and  terminated  in  the  United  States." 

JAMES  K.  POI^K, 
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Washington,  August  5,  184,8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  Andrew  J.  Donelson,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  Federal 
Government  of  Germany. 

In  submitting  this  nomination  I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Senate,  an  official  dispatch  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Darmstadt,  dated  July  10,  1848.  I  deem  it  proper  also  to  state  that  no 
such  diplomatic  agent  as  that  referred  to  by  the  consul  has  been  appointed 
by  me.  Mr.  Deverre,  the  person  alluded  to,  is  unknown  to  me  and  has 
no  authority  to  represent  this  Government  in  any  capacity  whatever. 

^  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  5,  1848. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  commimicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  of  July,  1848,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  '*a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  Mexico  touching  the  matter 
which  led  to  the  dismissal  from  the  public  service  of  Lieutenants  Joseph 
S.  Pend^e  and  George  E.  B.  Singletary,  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment 
of  volunteers,  and  all  the  correspondence  between  the  War  Department 
and  Generals  Taylor  and  Wool  in  relation  to  the  same.'* 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  8,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting 
the  President  to  inform  that  body  * '  whether  he  has  any  information  that 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  is  or  are  now  preparing  or 
intending  to  prepare  within  the  United  States  an  expedition  to  revolu- 
tionize by  force  any  part  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  or  to  assist  in  so 
doing,  and,  if  he  has,  what  is  the  extent  of  such  preparation,  and  whether 
he  has  or  is  about  to  take  any  steps  to  arrest  the  same,**  I  have  to  state 
that  the  Executive  is  not  in  possession  of  any  information  of  the  charac- 
ter called  for  by  the  resolution. 

The  late  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  has  been  and  will  be  faithfully 
observed  on  our  part.  j^j^gS  ^  ^^-^^ 

Washington,  August  8,  1848. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

It  affords  me  satisfaction  to  communicate  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Congress,  copies  of  a  decree  adopted  by  the  National  Assembly 
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of  France  in  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  passed  on  the  13th  of  April  last,  "tendering  the  congratulations 
of  the  American  to  the  French  people  upon  the  success  of  their  recent  _ 
efforts  to  consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a  republican  form  « 


government. ' 


JAMES  K.  POLK.  , 


Washington,  August  lo.  iSfS, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretaxj'  of  the  Navy,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  auswer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  i8th  July,  184S,  requesting  the  President  to  com.inunicate  to 
that  body  ' '  any  information  ^\Tiich  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Exec- 
utive relating  to  the  seizure  or  capture  of  the  American  ship  Admittance 
on  the  coast  of  California  by  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States,  and 
whether  anj-,  and  what,  proceedings  have  occurred  in  regard  to  said  ves- 
sel or  her  cargo,  and  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  copies  of  all  documents, 
papers,  and  communications  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  relal 
to  the  same. ' ' 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


relating 


Washington,  August  n, 
To  Ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  of 
July,  1848,  requesting  the  President  to  inform  that  body  what  amount 
of  pubUc  moneys  had  been  respectively  paid  to  Lewis  Ca,ss  and  Zacliary 
Taylor  from  the  time  of  their  first  entrance  into  the  public  service  up  to 
this  time.distinguishingbetween  regular  and  extra  compensation:  that  he 
also  state  what  amount  of  extra  compensation  has  been  claimed  by  either; 
the  items  composing  the  same;  when  filed;  when  and  by  whom  allowed; 
if  disallowed,  when  and  by  whom;  the  reasons  for  such  disallowance;  and 
whether  or  not  any  items  so  disallowed  were  subsequently  presented  for 
payment,  and,  if  allowed,  when  and  by  whom. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washtngton,  August  //,  fS^M 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

When  the  President  has  given  his  ofEcial  sanction  to  a  bill  which  lias 
passed  Congress,  usage  requires  that  he  shall  notify  the  House  iu  which 
it  originated  of  that  fact.  The  mode  of  giving  this  notification  has  been 
by  an  oral  message  delivered  by  his  pri\'ate  secretary. 

Hanng  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  w- 
tablish  the  Territorial  govenunent  of  Orcgoa,"  I  deem  it  proper,  t 


James  K,  Polk  607 

the  existing  circumstances,  to  communicate  the  fact  in  a  more  solemn 
form.  The  deeply  interesting  and  protracted  discussions  which  have 
taken  place  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  absorbing  interest  which 
the  subject  has  excited  throughout  the  country  justify,  in  my  judgment, 
this  departure  from  the  form  of  rtotice  observed  in  other  cases.  In  this 
communication  with  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  made  proper 
by  the  considerations  referred  to,  I  shall  frankly  and  without  reserve  ex- 
press the  reasons  which  have  constrained  me  not  to  withhold  my  signa- 
ture from  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  over  Oregon,  even  though 
the  two  territories  of  New  Mexico  and  California  are  to  be  left  for  the 
present  without  governments.  None  doubt  that  it  is  proper  to  establish 
a  government  in  Oregon.  Indeed,  it  has  been  too  long  delayed.  I  have 
made  repeated  recommendations  to  Congress  to  this  effect.  The  peti- 
tions of  the  people  of  that  distant  region  have  been  presented  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  ought  not  to  be  disregarded.  To  give  to  them  a  regularly 
organized  government  and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  which,  as  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  they  claim,  is  a  high  duty  on  our  part,  and  one  which 
we  are  bound  to  perform,  unless  there  be  controlHng  reasons  to  prevent  it. 

In  the  progress  of  all  governments  questions  of  such  transcendent 
importance  occasionally  arise  as  to  cast  in  the  shade  all  those  of  a  mere 
party  character.  But  one  such  question  can  now  be  agitated  in  this.coun- 
try,  and  this  may  endanger  our  glorious  Union,  the  source  of  our  great- 
ness and  all  our  political  blessings.  This  question  is  slavery.  With  the 
slaveholding  States  this  does  not  embrace  merely  the  rights  of  property, 
however  valuable,  but  it  ascends  far  higher,  and  involves  the  domestic 
peace  and  security  of  every  family. 

The  fathers  of  the  Constitution,  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  our  institutions,  foreseeing  the  danger  from  this  quar- 
ter, acted  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  mutual  concession  on  this  dan- 
gerous and  delicate  subject,  and  their  wisdom  ought  to  be  the  guide  of 
their  successors.  Whilst  they  left  to  the  States  exclusively  the  question 
of  domestic  slavery  within  their  respective  limits,  they  provided  that 
slaves  who  might  escape  into  other  States  not  recognizing  the  institution 
of  slavery  shs^ll  be  * '  delivered  up  on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
service  or  labor  may  be  due.'* 

Upon  this  foundation  the  matter  rested  until  the  Missouri  question 
arose. 

In  December,  18 19,  application  was  made  to  Congress  by  the  people 
of  the  Missouri  Territory  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  The 
discussion  upon  the  subject  in  Congress  involved  the  question  of  slavery, 
and  was  prosecuted  with  such  violence  as  to  produce  excitements  alarm- 
ing to  ever5rT)atriot  in  the  Union.  But  the  good  genius  of  conciliation, 
which  presided  at  the  birth  of  our  institutions,  finally  prevailed,  and 
the  Missouri  compromise  was  adopted.  The  eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  March,  1820,  ' '  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
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Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,"  etc., 

provides: 

That  in  aU  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana  which  lies  north  of  36°  30^  north  latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohibited:  Provided  alziMiys,  That  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugpitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed 
to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

This  compromise  had  the  effect  of  calming  the  troubled  waves  and 
restoring  peace  and  good  will  throughout  the  States  of  the  Union. 

The  Missouri  question  had  excited  intense  agitation  of  the  public  mind, 
and  threatened  to  divide  the  country  into  geographical  parties,  alienat- 
ing the  feelings  of  attachment  which  each  portion  of  our  Union  should 
bear  to  ever>'  other.  The  compromise  allayed  the  excitement,  tranquil- 
ized  the  popular  mind,  and  restored  confidence  and  fraternal  feelings.  Its 
authors  were  hailed  as  public  benefactors. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  a  similar  adjustment  of  the  questions  which  now 
agitate  the  public  mind  would  produce  the  same  happy  results.  If  the 
legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  other  Territories  shall  not  be 
adopted  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  countr>'  can  be  satisfied  or  that  the  most  disastrous  consequences 
shall  fail  to  ensue. 

When  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  same  spirit  of  compro- 
mise which  guided  our  predecessors  in  the  admission  of  Missouri  a  quarter 
of  a  century  before  prevailed  without  any  serious  opposition.  The  joint 
resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States,  approved  March  i , 
1845,  provides  that — 

Such  States  as  may  be  formed  out  of  that  portion  of  said  territory  Ijdng  south  of 
36°  30'  north  latitude,  commonly  known  as  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  people  of  each  State  asking 
admission  may  desire;  and  in  such  State  or  States  as  shall  be  fonned  out  of  said  ter- 
ritory north  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line  slavery  or  involuntary  ser\'itude  (except 
for  crime)  shall  be  prohibiteci. 

The  Territory  of  Oregon  lies  far  north  of  36°  30',  the  Missouri  and 
Texas  compromise  line.  Its  southern  boundary*  is  the  parallel  of  42°, 
lea\'ing  the  intermediate  distance  to  be  330  geographical  miles.  And«it 
is  because  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  if  extended  from  th^  Rio  Grande  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  that  I  havenot  felt  at  liberty  to  withhold  my  sanction. 
Had  it  embraced  territories  south  of  that  compromise,  the  question  pre- 
sented for  my  consideration  would  have  been  of  a  far  different  character, 
and  my  action  upon  it  must  have  corresponded  with  my  Qonvictions. 

Ought  we  now  to  disturb  the  Missouri  and  Texas  compromises?  Ought 
we  at  this  late  day,  in  attempting  to  annul  what  has  been  80  long  estab- 
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lished  and  acquiesced  in,  to  excite  sectional  divisions  and  jealousies,  to 
alienate  the  people  of  different  portions  of  the  Union  from  each  other, 
and  to  endanger  the  existence  of  the  Union  itself? 

From  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  during  a  period  of 
sixty  years,  our  progress  as  a  nation  has  been  without  example  in  the 
annals  of  history.  Under  the  protection  of  a  bountiful  Providence,  we 
have  advanced  with  giant  strides  in  the  career  of  wealth  and  prosperity. 
We  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  a  greater  extent  than  any 
other  people,  ancient  or  modem,  under  a  Government  wliich  has  preserved 
order  and  secured  to  every  citizen  life,  liberty,  and  property.  We  have 
now  become  an  example  for  imitation  to  the  whole  world.  The  friends 
of  freedom  in  every  clime  point  with  admiration  to  our  institutions. 
Shall  we,  then,  at  the  moment  when  the  people  of  Europe  are  devoting 
all  their  energies,  in  the  attempt  to  assimilate  their  institutions  to  our 
own,  peril  all  our  blessings  by  despising  the  lessons  of  experience  and 
refusing  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  which  our  fathers  have  trodden?  And 
for  what  cause  would  we  endanger  our  glorious  Union  ?  The  Missouri 
compromise  contains  a  prohibition  of  slavery  throughout  all  that  vast 
region  extending  twelve  and  a  half  degrees  along  the  Pacific,  from  the 
parallel  of  36°  30'  to  that  of  49°,  and  east  from  that  ocean  to  and  beyond 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Why,  then,  should  our  institu- 
tions be  endangered  because  it  is  proposed  to  submit  to  the  people  of  the 
remainder  of  our  newly  acquired  territory  lying  south  of  36**  30',  em- 
bracing less  than  four  degrees  of  latitude,  the  question  whether,  in  the 
language  of  the  Texas  compromise,  they  **  shall  be  admitted  [as  a  State] 
into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery.  *  *  Is  this  a  question  to  be  pushed 
to  such  extremities  by  excited  partisans  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  in 
regard  to  our  newly  acquired  distant  possessions  on  the  Pacific,  as  to 
endanger  the  Union  of  thirty  glorious  States,  which  constitute  our  Con- 
federacy? I  have  an  abiding  confidence  that  the  sober  reflection  and 
sound  patriotism  of  the  people  of  all  the  States  will  bring  them  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  dictate  of  wisdom  is  to  follow  the  example  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us,  and  settle  this  dangerous  question  on  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  or  some  other  equitable  compromise  which  would  re- 
spect the  rights  of  all  and  prove  satisfactory  to  the  different  portions  of 
the  Union. 

Holding  as  a  sacred  trust  the  Executive  authority  for  the  whole  Union, 
and  bound  to  guard  the  rights  of  all,  I  should  be  constrained  by  a  sense 
of  duty  to  withhold  my  official  sanction  from  any  measure  which  would 
conflict  with  these  important  objects. 

I  can  not  more  appropriately  close  this  message  than  by  quoting  from 

the  Farewell  Address  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.*    His  warning  voice 

can  never  be  heard  in  vain  by  the  American  people.     If  the  spirit  of 

prophecy  had  distinctly  presented  to  his  view  more  than  a  half  century 

ago  the  present  distracted  condition  of  his  country,  the  language  which 
M  P— vol,  IV— 39 
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He  declared : 


Tile  unity  of  government  w 


been  more  appropriate  than  it  is  to  t 


s  people  is  also  n< 


is  justly  so,  £or  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  youi  real  independence,  the  sup- 
port of  yourtranquillityathome.your  peaceabroad.of  your  safety,  of  your  prosperity, 
of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so  highly  prize.  But  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  from 
different  causes  and  from  different  quarters  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices 
employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  con\-iction  of  this  truth,  as  this  is  the  point 
ill  your  political  fortress-against  which  the  batteries  of  internal  and  external  enetnies 
will  be  most  constantly  and  actii'ely  (though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed, 
it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of  your 
national  union  to  your  coUectii'e  and  individual  happiness;  that  you  should  c^erisli 
a  cordial,  habitnal,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think 
and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your  political  safety  and  prosperity;  watching 
for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  discountenandng  whatever  may  suggest 
even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and  indignantly  frowning 
upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from 
the  rest  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the  various  ports. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  ot  sympathy  and  interest.  Citizens  by  lurth 
or  choice  of  a  common  country,  that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  ofTcc- 
tions.  The  name  of  American,  which  belongs  to  you  in  your  national  capacity,  must 
always  exalt  the  just  pride  of  patriotism  more  than  any  appellation  deriv^  fixHn 
local  discriminations.  With  slight  shades  of  difference,  you  nave  the  same  rdigimi, 
manners,  habits,  and  political  principles.  Vou  have  in  a  common  cause  fought  and 
triumphed  together.  The  independence  and  liberty  you  possess  are  the  work  of  joint 
councils  and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings,  and  successes. 

With  such  powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  union  affecting  all  parts  of  our  i 
while  eicperience  shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  impracticability,  there  wUl  alwa] 
be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who  in  any  quarter  may  endeavor  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  our  union  it  occurs  as  matter  ot 
serious  concern  that  any  ground  should  have  been  furnished  for  characterizing  peitlea 
by  geographical  discriminations — Northern  nnd  Southern,  Atlantic  and  Weitem — 
whence  designing  men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference 
of  local  interests  and  views.  One  ot  the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire  influence 
within  particular  districts  is  to  misrepresent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  districts. 
You  can  not  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jealousies  and  hearlbnmings 
which  spring  from  these  misrepresenlntion.'i;  Iheylend  to  render  alien  to  each  other 
those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection. 

JAMES  K.  POUC. 


VETO  MESSAGE." 


Washington,  December  /y,  rSiJ. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives:  • 

On  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  Coogrxiss  a  bill  entitled  "  Aa  act  to 
provide  for  continiiing  certain  works  iu  the  Territory  of  Wisconsiii,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  which  had  pa.ssed  holh  Houses,  was  presented  lo 
me  for  my  approval.     I  entertained  insuperable  objections  to  its  be 
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ing  a  law,  but  the  short  period  of  the  session  which  remained  afforded 
me  no  sufficient  opportunity  to  prepare  my  objections  and  communicate 
them  with  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  origi- 
nated. For  this  reason  the  bill  was  retained,  and  I  deem  it  proper  now 
to  state  my  objections  to  it. 

Although  from  the  title  of  the  bill  it  would  seem  that  its  main  object 
was  to  make  provision  for  continuing  certain  works  already  commenced 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  it  appears  on  examination  of  its  provi- 
sions that  it  contains  only  a  single  appropriation  of  $6,000  to  be  applied 
within  that  Territory,  while  it  appropriates  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  improvement  of  nimierous  harbors  and  rivers  lying  within 
the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  several  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

At  the  preceding  session  of  Congress  it  became  my  duty  to  return 
with  my  objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  a  bill  making 
similar  appropriations  and  involving  Uke  principles,  and  the  views  then 
expressed  remain  unchanged. 

The  circumstances  under  which  this  heavy  expenditure  of  public 
money  was  proposed  were  of  imposing  weight  in  determining  upon  its 
expediency.  Congress  had  recognized  the  existence  of  war  with  Mex- 
ico, and  to  prosecute  it  to  ''a  speedy  and  successful  termination''  had 
made  appropriations  exceeding  our  ordinary  revenues.  To  meet  the 
emergency  and  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  a  loan  of 
$23,000,000  was  authorized  at  the  same  session,  which  has  since  been 
negotiated.  The  practical  effect  of  this  bill,  had  it  become  a  law,  would 
have  been  to  add  the  whole  amotmt  appropriated  by  it  to  the  national 
debt.  It  would,  in  fact,  have  made  necessary  an  additional  loan  to  that 
amount  as  effectually  as  if  in  terms  it  had  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  borrow  the  money  therein  appropriated.  The  main  ques- 
tion in  that  aspect  is  whether  it  is  wise,  while  all  the  means  and  credit 
of  the  Government  are  needed  to  bring  the  existing  war  to  an  honorable 
close,  to  impair  the  one  and  endanger  the  other  by  borrowing  money  to 
be  expended  in  a  system  of  internal  improvements  capable  of  an  expan- 
sion sufficient  to  swallow  up  the  revenues  not  only  of  our  own  country, 
but  of  the  civilized  world?  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  by  entering 
upon  such  a  career  at  this  moment  confidence  at  home  and  abroad  in  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Government  would  be  so  far  impaired  as 
to  make  it  difficult,  without  an  immediate  resort  to  heavy  taxation,  to 
maintain  the  public  credit  and  to  preserve  the  honor  of  the  nation  and 
the  glory  of  our  arms  in  prosecuting  the  existing  war  to  a  successful 
conclusion.  Had  this  bill  become  a  law,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  largely 
increased  demands  upon  the  Treasury  would  have  been  made  at  each 
succeeding  session  of  Congress  for  the  improvements  of  numerous  other 
harbors,  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers  of  equal  importance  with  those  embraced 
by  its  provisions.  Many  millions  would  probably  have  been  added  to 
the  necessary  amount  of  the  war  debt,  the  annual  interest  on  which  must 
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also  bave  been  borrowed,  and  fiuatly  a  pennanent  national  debt  been 
fastened  on  the  country  and  entailed  on  posterit>-. 

The  policy  of  embarking  tlie  Federal  Government  in  a  general  systesn 
of  internal  improvements  had  its  origin  but  little  more  than  twent>-  years 
ago.  In  a  very  few  years  the  applications  to  Congress  for  appropriations 
in  furtherance  of  such  objects  exceeded  $200,000,000.  In  this  alarming 
crisis  President  Jackson  refused  to  approve  and  sign  the  Mays\-ille  road 
Hll,  the  Wabash  River  bill,  and  other  hills  of  similar  character.  His  in- 
terposition put  a  check  upon  the  new  policy  of  throwing  the  cost  of  local 
improvements  upon  the  National  Treasury,  preserved  the  revenues  of  the 
nation  for  their  legitimate  objects,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  extiugnish 
the  then  existing  public  debt  and  to  present  to  an  admiring  world  the 
unprecedentetl  spectacle  in  modern  times  of  a  nation  free  from  debt  and 
advancing  to  greatness  with  uneqiialed  strides  under  a  Gmemment  whidi 
was  content  to  act  within  its  appropriate  sphere  in  protecting  the  States 
and  individuals  in  their  own  chosen  career  of  improvement  and  of  enl 
prise.  Although  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes  no  appropriat 
for  a  road  or  canal,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  the  difference  in  principle 
mischievous  tendency  between  appropriations  for  making  roads  and  dig- 
ging canals  and  appropriations  to  deepen  rivers  aud  improve  harbors. 
All  are  alike  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  and  rivers 
and  harbors  alone  open  an  abyss  of  expenditure  sufficient  to  swallomr  np 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  and  load  it  with  a  debt  which  may  fetter  its  ener- 
gies aud  tax  its  industry  for  ages  to  come. 

The  experience  of  several  of  the  States,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  period  that  Congress  exercised  the  power  of  appro- 
priating the  public  money  for  internal  improvements  is  full  of  eloquent 
warnings.  It  seems  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  connected 
with  local  representation,  that  the  several  objects  presented  for  improve- 
ment sliall  be  weighed  according  to  their  respective  merits  and  appn>- 
priations  confined  to  those  whose  importance  would  justify  a  tax  on  the 
whole  community  to  effect  their  accomplishment. 

In  some  of  the  States  systems  of  internal  improvements  have  been  pro- 
jected, consisting  of  roads  and  canals,  many  of  which,  taken  separately, 
were  not  of  sufficient  public  importance  to  justify  a  tax  on  the  entire 
population  of  the  State  to  effect  tlieir  construction,  and  yet  by  a  combii 
nation  of  local  interests,  operating  on  a  majority  of  the  legislature, 
whole  have  been  authorized  and  the  States  plunged  into  hea\'y  del 
To  an  extent  so  ruiuous  has  this  system  of  legislation  been  carried 
some  portions  of  the  Union  that  the  people  have  found  it  neoessar)- 
their  own  safety  and  prosperity  to  forbid  their  legislatures,  by 
tional  restrictions,  to  contract  public  debts  for  such  purposes  wit 
their  immediate  consent. 

If  the  abuse  of  power  has  been  so  fatal  tn  the  States,  where  the 
tciiis  of  taxation  are  direct  and  the  representatives  rcsponsibh:  at 
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periods  to  small  masses  of  constituents,  how  much  greater  danger  of 
abuse  is  to  be  apprehended  in  the  General  Government,  whose  revenues 
are  raised  by  indirect  taxation  and  whose  functionaries  are  responsible 
to  the  people  in  larger  masses  and  for  longer  terms. 

Regarding  only  objects  of  improvement  of  the  nature  of  those  embraced 
in  this  bill,  how  inexhaustible  we  shall  find  them.  Let  the  imagination 
run  along  our  coast  from  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  trace 
every  river  emptying  into  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  its  source; 
let  it  coast  along  our  lakes  and  ascend  all  their  tributaries;  let  it  pass  to 
Oregon  and  explore  all  its  bays,  inlets,  and  streams;  and  then  let  it  raise 
the  curtain  of  the  future  and  contemplate  the  extent  of  this  Republic 
and  the  objects  of  improvement  it  will  embrace  as  it  advances  to  its  high 
destiny,  and  the  mind  will  be  startled  at  the  immensity  and  danger  of  the 
power  which  the  principle  of  this  bill  involves. 

Already  our  Confederacy  consists  of  twenty-nine  States.  Other  States 
may  at  no  distant  period  be  expected  to  be  formed  on  the  west  of  our 
present  settlements.  We  own  an  extensive  country  in  Oregon,  stretch- 
ing many  hundreds  of  miles  from  east  to  west  and  seven  degrees  of  lati- 
tude from  south  to  north.  By  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union 
we  have  recently  added  many  hundreds  of  miles  to  our  seacoast.  In  all 
this  vast  country,  bordering  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  there  are  many 
thousands  of  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers  equally  entitled  to  appropriations 
for  their  improvement  with  the  objects  embraced  in  this  bill. 

We  have  seen  in  our  States  that  the  interests  of  individuals  or  neigh- 
borhoods, combining  against  the  general  interest,  have  involved  their 
governments  in  debts  and  bankruptcy;  and  when  the  system  prevailed  in 
the  General  Government,  and  was  checked  by  President  Jackson,  it  had 
begun  to  be  considered  the  highest  merit  in  a  member  of  Congress  to  be 
able  to  procure  appropriations  of  pubUc  money  to  be  expended  within 
his  district  or  State,  whatever  might  be  the  object.  We  should  be  blind 
to  the  experience  of  the  past  if  we  did  not  see  abundant  evidences  that 
if  this  system  of  expenditure  is  to  be  indulged  in  combinations  of  indi- 
vidual and  local  interests  will  be  found  strong  enough  to  control  legisla- 
tion, absorb  the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  plunge  the  Government 
into  a  hopeless  indebtedness. 

What  is  denominated  a  harbor  by  this  system  does  not  necessarily  mean 
a  bay,  inlet,  or  arm  of  the  sea  on  the  ocean  or  on  our  lake  shores,  on  the 
margin  of  which  may  exist  a  commercial  city  or  town  engaged  in  for- 
eign or  domestic  trade,  but  is  made  to  embrace  waters  where  there  is 
not  only  no  such  city  or  town,  but  no  commerce  of  any  kind.  By 
it  a  bay  or  sheet  of  shoal  water  is  called  a  harbor,  and  appropriations 
demanded  from  Congress  to  deepen  it  with  a  view  to  draw  commerce 
to  it  or  to  enable  individuals  to  build  up  a  town  oil*  city  on  its  margin 
upon  ^)eculation  and  for  their  own  private  advantage. 

What  is  denominated  a  river  which  may  be  improved  in  the  system 
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is  equally  undefined  in  its  meaning.  It  may  be  the  Mississippi  or  it 
may  be  the  smallest  and  most  obsciu^  and  unimportant  stream  bearing 
the  name  of  river  which  Is  to  be  found  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Such  a  system  is  subject,  moreover,  to  be  perverted  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  worst  of  political  purposes.  During  the  tew  years  it  was  in 
full  operation,  and  which  immediately  preceded  the  veto  of  President 
Jackson  of  the  Maysville  road  bill,  instances  were  numerous  of  public 
men  seeking  to  gain  popular  favor  by  holding  out  to  the  people  inter- 
ested in  particular  localities  the  promise  of  large  disbursements  of  pub- 
lic money.  Numerous  reconnoissances  and  surveys  were  made  during 
that  period  for  roads  and  canals  through  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  each  were  led  to  believe  that  their  property 
would  be  enhanced  in  value  and  they  themselves  be  enriched  by  the 
large  expenditures  which  they  were  promised  by  the  advocates  of  the 
system  should  be  made  from  llie  Federal  Treasury'  in  their  neighbor- 
hood. Whole  sections  of  the  country  were  thus  sought  to  be  infiuenced, 
and  the  system  was  fast  becoming  one  uot  only  of  profuse  and  wasteful 
expenditure,  but  a  potent  political  engine. 

If  the  power  to  improve  a  harbor  be  admitted,  it  is  not  easy  to  per- 
ceive how  the  power  to  deepen  every  inlet  on  the  ocean  or  the  lakes  and 
make  harbors  where  there  are  none  can  be  denied.  If  the  power  to 
clear  out  or  deepen  the  channel  of  rivers  near  their  months  be  admitted, 
it  is  not  Ciisy  to  perceive  how  the  power  to  improve  them  lo  their  foun- 
tain head  and  make  them  navigable  lo  their  sources  can  be  denied. 
Where  shall  the  exercise  of  the  power,  if  it  be  assumed,  stop?  Has 
Congress  the  power  when  an  inlet  is  deep  enough  to  admit  a  scboooer 
to  deepen  it  still  more,  so  that  it  will  admit  ships  of  hea\-y  burden,  and 
has  it  not  the  power  when  an  inlet  will  admit  a  boat  to  make  it  deep 
enough  to  admit  a  schooner?  May  it  improve  rivers  deep  enough  already 
to  float  ships  and  steamboats,  and  has  it  no  power  to  injprove  those 
wliich  arc  navigable  only  for  ilatboats  and  barges?  May  the  General 
Government  exercise  power  and  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  of  a  State  con- 
sisting of  rocks  and  sand  bars  in  the  beds  of  its  ri^-ets.  and  may  tt  i 
excavate  a  canal  around  its  n-aterfalb  or  across  its  lands  for  precisely  tl 
same  object? 

Gi\nng  to  the  subject  the  most  serious  and  candid  consideratioa  i 
which  my  mind  is  capable.  I  can  not  perceive  any  intermediate  grounds. 
The  power  to  improve  harlwrs  and  rivers  for  purpoties  of  navigatioa,  by 
deepening  or  clearing  out.  by  dams  and  sluices,  by  locking  or  cattalttni 
must  be  admitted  «-ithout  any  other  limitation  than  the  dticretkn  i 
Congress,  or  it  must  l>e  denied  altogether.     If  it  be  admitted,  how  \ 
and  hwe  susce[itiWe  of  enormous  abuses  is  the  povrer  thus  x-csted  in  t 
General  Go\-cmnicnt!   There  is  nut  an  inlet  of  the  o.-i.'an  ur  the  Lakes,  i 
a  river,  creek ,  or  sttcamlet  wtttiin  the  States,  which  is  not  brougbt  fuc  tl 
pttrpose  within  the  power  and  jurisdictioii  of  the  General  GoiTrnmeBL  1 
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Speculation,  disguised  under  the  cloak  of  public  good,  will  call  on  Con- 
gress to  deepen  shallow  inlets,  that  it  may  build  up  new  cities  on  their 
shores,  or  to  make  streams  navigable  which  nature  has  closed  by  bars 
and  rapids,  that  it  may  sell  at  a  profit  its  lands  upon  their  banks.  To 
enrich  neighborhoods  by  spending  within  them  the  moneys  of  the  nation 
will  be  the  aim  and  boast  of  those  who  prize  their  local  interests  above 
the  good  of  the  nation,  and  millions  upon  millions  will  be  abstracted  by 
tariffs  and  taxes  from  the  earnings  of  the  whole  people  to  foster  specula- 
tion and  subserve  the  objects  of  private  ambition. 

Such  a  system  could  not  b6  administered  with  any  approach  to  equality 
among  the  several  States  and  sections  of  the  Union.  There  is  no  equal- 
ity among  them  in  the  objects  of  expenditure,  and  if  the  funds  were  dis- 
tributed according  to  the  merits  of  those  objects  some  would  be  enriched 
at  the  expense  of  their  neighbors.  But  a  greater  practical  evil  would  be 
found  in  the  art  and  industry  by  which  appropriations  would  be  sought 
and  obtained.  The  most  artful  and  industrious  would  be  the  most  suc- 
cessful. The  true  interests  of  the  country  would  be  lost  sight  of  in  an 
annual  scramble  for  the  contents  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Member  of 
Congress  who  could  procure  the  largest  appropriations  to  be  expended 
in  his  district  would  claim  the  reward  of  victory  from  his  enriched  con- 
stituents. The  necessary  consequence  would  be  sectional  discontents 
and  heartbtunings,  increased  taxation,  and  a  national  debt  never  to  be 
extinguished. 

In  view  of  these  portentous  consequences,  I  can  not  but  think  that  this 
course  of  legislation  should  be  arrested,  even  were  there  nothing  to  for- 
bid it  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  our  Union.  This  conclusion  is  forti- 
fied by  the  fact  that  the  Constitution  itself  indicates  a  process  by  which 
harbors  and  rivers  within  the  States  may  be  improved — a  process  not 
susceptible  of  the  abuses  necessarily  to  flow  from  the  assumption  of  the 
pcfwer  to  improve  them  by  the  General  Government,  just  in  its  operation, 
and  actually  practiced  upon,  without  complaint  or  interruption,  during 
more  than  thirty  years  from  the  organization  of  the  present  Government. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  **no  State  shall,  without  the  consent 
of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage.**  With  the  ** consent'*  of  Con- 
gress, such  duties  may  be  levied,  collected,  and  expended  by  the  States. 
We  are  not  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  objects  of  this  reservation  of  power 
to  the  States.  The  subject  was  fully  considered  by  the  Convention  that 
framed  the  Constitution.  It  appears  in  Mr.  Madison's  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  body  that  one  object  of  the  reservation  was  that 
the  States  shotdd  not  be  restrained  from  laying  duties  of  tonnage  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  harbors.  Other  objects  were  named  in  the  debates, 
and  among  them  the  support  of  seamen.  Mr.  Madison,  treating  on  this 
subject  in  the  Federalist,  declares  that — 

The  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  States  over  imports  and  exports  is  enforced  by 
aU  the  arguments  which  prove  the  necessity  of  submitting  the  r^;ttlation  of  trade  to 
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tlie  Federal  councils.  It  is  needier,  therefore,  to  remark  further  on  this  head  than 
that  tile  manner  iii  which  the  restraint  is  qualified  seems  well  calculated  at  onct:  (o 
secure  to  the  States  a  reasonable  discretion  in  providing  for  the  conveniwicj'  of  tbeir 
imports  and  exports,  and  to  the  United  States  a  reasonable  check  against  the  ftbiue 
of  this  discretion. 

The  States  may  lay  tonnage  duties  for  clearing  harbors,  improving 
rivers,  or  for  other  purposes,  but  are  restrained  from  abusing  the  power, 
because  before  such  duties  can  take  effect  tli«  " consent"  of  Congress 
must  be  obtained.  Here  is  a  safe  provision  for  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers  iu  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States  and  io  the  aid  they 
may  derive  from  duties  of  tonnage  levied  with  the  consent  of  Congress. 
Its  safeguards  are,  that  both  the  State  legislatures  and  Congress  have  to 
concur  in  the  act  of  raising  the  funds;  that  they  are  in  e\-ery  instance 
to  be  leded  upon  the  commerce  of  those  ports  which  are  to  profit  by  the 
proposed  improvement;  that  no  question  of  conflicting  power  or  jurisdic- 
tion is  involved;  that  the  expenditure,  being  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
are  to  pay  the  money  and  be  immediately  benefited,  will  be  more  care- 
fully managed  and  more  productive  of  good  than  if  the  fuuds  were  dra«Ti 
from  the  National  Treasury  and  disbursed  by  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government;  that  such  a  system  will  carry  with  it  no  enlargement  of 
Federal  power  and  patronage,  and  leave  the  States  to  be  the  sole  judges 
of  their  own  wants  and  interests,  with  only  a  conser\'ative  iiegati\-e  in 
Congress  upon  any  abuse  of  the  power  which  the  States  may  attempt. 

Under  this  wise  system  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  was 
commenced,  or  rather  continued,  from  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  present  Constitution.  Many  acts  were  passed  by  the 
several  States  levjiug  duties  of  tonnage,  and  many  were  passed  by  Con- 
gress giving  their  conseul  to  those  acts.  Such  acts  have  been  passed  by 
Mas-sachiisetts,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
CaroUna,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  have  been  sanctioned  by  the 
consent  of  Congress.  Without  enumerating  them  all,  it  may  be  instnic- 
tive  to  refer  to  some  of  them,  as  illustrative  of  the  mode  of  improving 
harbors  aud  rivers  in  the  early  periods  of  our  Government,  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

Ri  January,  1790,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  passed  a  law  levj-ing  a 
tonnage  duty  on  vessels  arriving  iu  the  port  of  Providence,  "for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  and  deepening  the  channel  of  Pro\-idence  River  and 
making  ihe  same  more  na\'igable. ' ' 

On  the  2d  of  Februar>-,  1798,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  passed  a  Ii 
levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  all  vessels,  whether  employed  in  the  foreigi 
or  coasting  trade,  which  might  enter  into  the  Kennebiuik  River,  for  tiM 
improvement  of  the  same  by  "rendering  the  passage  in  and  out  of  si  ~ 
river  less  difficult  and  dangerous."  

On  the  ist  of  April,  1805,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  passed  a  law 
le\'>i»g  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  "to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigatioo  of  the  river  Delaware  below  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 
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On  the  23d  of  January,  1804,  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  a  law  le\^'- 
ing  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  *  *  for  improving  the  navigation  of  James 
River/' 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1826,  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  a  law 
levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  **for  improving  the  navigation  of 
James  River  from  Warwick  to  Rocketts  Landing.*' 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1824,  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  a  law  levy- 
ing a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  *  *  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Appo- 
mattox River  from  Pocahontas  Bridge  to  Broadway.'* 

In  November,  182 1,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  passed  a  law  levying 
a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  *  *  for  the  piUT)ose  of  opening  an  inlet  at  the 
Iqwer  end  of  Albemarle  Sound,  near  a  place  called  Nags  Head,  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  said  sound,  with  its  branches;'*  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  an  amendatory  law  was  passed^ 

On  the  2ist  of  December,  1804,  the  State  of  South  CaroUna  passed  a 
law  levying  a  tonnage  duty,  for  the  piupose  of  **  building  a  marine  hos- 
pital in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,'*  and  on  the  17th  of  December,  18 16, 
another  law  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  for  the  ' '  main- 
tenance of  a  marine  hospital.** 

On  the  loth  of  February,  1787,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  a  law  levy- 
ing a  tonnage  duty  on  all  vessels  entering  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  for 
the  purpose  of  ** clearing**  the  Savannah  River  of  ** wrecks  and  other 
obstructions"  to  the  navigation. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1804,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  a  law 
levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  *  *  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and 
St.  Marys." 

In  April,  1783,  the  State  of  Maryland  passed  a  law  laying  a  tonnage 
duty  on  vessels,  for  the  improvement  of  the  *' basin"  and  "harbor"  of 
Baltimore  and  the  **  river  Patapsco." 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1791,  the  State  of  Maryland  passed  a  law 
levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  for  the  improvement  of  the  *  *  harbor 
and  port  of  Baltimore." 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1793,  the  State  of  Maryland  passed  a  law 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  health  officer  for  the  port  of  Baltimore, 
and  laying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  to  defray  the  expenses. 

Congress  has  passed  many  acts  giving  its  ** consent"  to  these  and 
other  State  laws,  the  first  of  which  is  dated  in  1790  and  the  last  in  1843. 
By  the  latter  act  the  **  consent"  of  Congress  was  given  to  the  law  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  laying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  and  continuing  it  in  force 
until  the  ist  day  of  June,  1850.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  such  of 
the  acts  of  the  legislatures  of  the  States  on  the  subject,  and  also  the  acts 
of  Congress  giving  its  *'  consent "  thereto,  as  have  been  collated. 

That  the  power  was  constitutionally  and  rightfully  exercised  in  these 
cases  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt. 
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The  injustice  and  inequality  resulting  from  conceding  the  power  to  both 
Govemuieuts  is  illustrated  by  se\'eral  of  the  acts  enumerated.  Take  that 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  That  improvement  is 
paid  for  exclusively  by  a  tax  on  the  commerce  of  that  dty,  but  if  an 
appropriation  be  made  from  the  National  Treasury  for  the  improvenjent 
of  the  harbor  of  Boston  it  must  be  paid  in  part  out  of  taxes  levied  oa 
the  commerce  of  Baltimore.  The  result  is  that  the  commerce  of  Balti- 
more pays  the  full  cost  of  the  harbor  improvement  designed  for  its  own 
benefit,  and  in  addition  contributes  to  the  cost  of  all  other  harbor  and 
river  improvements  in  the  Union.  The  (acts  need  but  be  stated  to  prox-e 
the  inequality  and  injustice  which  can  not  but  flow  from  the  practice  em- 
bodied in  this  bill.  Either  the  subject  should  be  left  as  it  was  during  the 
first  third  of  a  century,  or  the  practice  of  levying  tonnage  duties  by  the 
States  should  be  abandoned  altogether  and  all  harbor  and  river  impro\-e- 
ments  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  by  means  of 
direct  appropriations.  In  view  not  only  of  the  constitutional  difficulty, 
but  as  a  question  of  policy,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  whole  subject 
should  be  left  to  the  States,  aided  b>'  such  tonnage  duties  on  \-essels  navi- 
gfating  their  waters  as  their  respective  legislatures  may  think  proper  to 
propose  and  Congress  see  fit  to  sanction.  This  "consent"  of  Congress 
would  never  be  refused  in  any  case  where  the  duty  proposed  to  be  lex-icd 
by  the  State  was  reasonable  and  where  the  object  of  improvement  was 
one  of  importance.  The  funds  required  for  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  rivers  may  be  raised  in  this  mode,  as  was  done  in  the  earlier  periods 
of  the  Government,  and  thus  avoid  a  resort  to  a  strained  constmction  of 
the  Constitution  not  warranted  by  its  letter.  If  direct  appropriations 
be  made  of  the  money  in  the  Federal  Treasury  for  such  pinposes,  the 
expenditures  will  be  unequal  and  unjust.  The  money  in  the  Federal 
Treasury  is  paid  by  a  tax  on  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
if  appUed  to  the  piuposes  of  impro\ing  harbors  and  rivers  it  will  be  par- 
tially distributed  and  be  expended  for  the  adx'antage  of  particular  States, 
sections,  or  localities  at  the  expense  of  others. 

By  returning  to  the  early  and  approved  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  to  the  practice  under  it  this  inequality  and  injustice  n-ill  be 
avoided  and  at  the  same  time  all  the  really  important  improvements 
be  made,  and,  as  our  experience  has  proved,  be  better  made  and  at  lei 
cost  than  they  would  be  by  the  agency  of  officers  of  the  United  State 
The  interests  benefited  by  these  improvements,  too.  would  bear  the  o 
of  making  them,  upon  the  same  principle  that  the  expenses  of  the  Pa( 
Office  establishment  have  always  been  defrayed  by  those  who  t 
benefits  from  it.  The  power  of  appropriating  money  from  the  1 
for  such  improvements  was  not  claimed  or  exercised  for  more  1 
thirty  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Government  in  1789,  wb 
more  latitudinous  construction  was  intlicaled,  though  it  was  not  \ 
asserted  and  exercised  until  1625.     Small  appropriations  were  first  c 
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in  1820  and  182 1  for  surveys.      An  act  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  March, 

1823,  authorizing  the  President  to  **  cause  an  examination  and  survey 
to  be  made  of  the  obstructions  between  the  harbor  of  Gloucester  and  the 
harbor  of  Squam,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts/'  and  of  **the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  the  port  of  Presque  Isle,  in  Pennsylvania,**  with  a  view 
to  their  removal,  and  a  small  appropriation  was  made  to  pay  the  neces- 
sary expenses.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  harbor 
improvements  by  Congress,  thirty-four  years  after  the  Government  went 
into  operation  under  the  present  Constitution.     On  the  30th  of  April, 

1824,  an  act  was  passed  making  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  and  direct- 
ing '*  surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made  of  the  routes  of  such  roads  and 
canals*'  as  the  President  ''may  deem  of  national  importance  in  a  com- 
mercial or  military  point  of  view  or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails.**  This  act  evidently  looked  to  the  adoption  of  a  general 
system  of  internal  improvements,  to  embrace  roads  and  canals  as  well  as 
harbors  and  rivers.  On  the  26th  May,  1824,  an  act  was  passed  making 
appropriations  for  "deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of 
Presque  Isle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,**  and  to  "repair  Plymouth 
Beach,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  thereby  prevent  the  harbor  at 
that  place  from  being  destroyed.'* 

President  Monroe  yielded  his  approval  to  these  measures,  though  he 
entertained,  and  had,  in  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  4th  of  May,  1822,  expressed,  the  opinion  that  the  Constitution  had 
not  conferred  upon  Congress  the  power  to  "adopt  and  execute  a  system 
of  internal  improvements.*'  He  placed  his  approval  upon  the  ground, 
not  that  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  "adopt  and  execute"  such  a 
system  by  virtue  of  any  or  all  of  the  .enumerated  grants  of  power  in  the 
Constitution,  but  upon  the  assumption  that  the  power  to  make  appro- 
priations of  the  public  money  was  limited  and  restrained  only  by  the 
discretion  of  Congress.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion  he  avowed  that 
"in  the  more  early  stage  of  the  Government"  he  had  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  avowed  that  his  first  opinion  had  been  that  "as  the 
National  Government  is  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  it  has  no  right 
to  expend  money  except  in  the  performance  of  acts  authorized  by  the 
other  specific  g^nts,  according  to  a  strict  construction  of  their  powers," 
and  that  the  power  to  make  appropriations  gave  to  Congress  no  discre-^ 
tionary  authority  to  apply  the  public  money  to  any  other  purposes  or 
objects  except  to  "carry  into  effect  the  powers  contained  in  the  othef 
grants."  These  sound  views,  which  Mr.  Monroe  entertained  "in  the 
early  stage  of  the  Government,  *  *  he  gave  up  in  1822,  and  declared  that — 

The  right  of  appropriation  is  nothing  more  than  a  right  to  apply  the  public  money 
to  this  or  that  purpose.  It  has  no  incidental  power,  nor  does  it  draw  after  it  any 
consequences  of  that  kind.  All  that  Congress  could  do  under  it  in  the  case  of  inter- 
nal improvements  would  be  to  appropriate  the  money  necessary  to  make  them.  For 
every  act  requiring  legislative  sanction  or  support  the  State  authority  must  be  relied 
on.    The  co&dexnnatiQn  of  the  land,  if  the  proprietofs  should  refuse  to  sell  it,  the 
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establislinienl  of  tumjiikcs  and  lolls,  and  Uic  protection  of  the  work  when  finii 
must  be  done  by  the  State.     To  these  purposes  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  believed  to  be  utterly  incompetent. 

But  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  on  wliat  principle  the  power  of  appro- 
priating public  money  when  in  the  Treasurj-  can  be  construed  to  extend 
to  objects  for  which  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize  Congress  to 
levy  taxes  or  imposts  to  raise  money.  The  power  of  appropriation  is 
but  the  consequence  of  the  power  to  raise  money;  and  the  true  inquiry 
is  whether  Congress  has  the  right  to  levy  taxes  for  the  object  over 
which  power  is  claimed.    - 

During  the  four  succeeding  years  embraced  by  the  Administration  of 
President  Adams  the  i>ower  not  only  to  appropriate  money,  but  to  apply 
it,  under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  General  Government,  as 
to  the  construction  of  roads  as  to  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  ri' 
was  fully  asserted  and  exercised. 

Among  other  acts  assuming  the  power  was  one  passed  on  the  20th 
of  May,  1836,  entitled  "An  act  for  improving  certain  harbors  and  the 
navigation  of  certain  rivers  and  creeks,  and  for  authorizing  surveys  to 
be  made  of  certain  bays,  sounds,  and  ri\'ers  therein  mentioned."  By 
that  act  large  appropriations  were  made,  which  were  to  be  "applied, 
inider  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  to  numerous 
improvements  in  ten  of  the  States.  This  act,  passed  thirty-seven  years 
after  the  organ!  ation  of  the  present  Government,  contained  the  first 
appropriation  ever  made  for  the  improvement  of  a  navigable  river,  unless 
it  he  small  appropriations  for  examinations  and  sur\'eys  in  1S20.  Dur- 
ing the  residue  of  that  Administration  many  other  appropriations  of  a 
similar  character  were  made,  embracing  roads,  rivers,  harbors,  and  canals, 
and  objects  claiming  the  aid  of  Congress  multiplied  without  number. 

This  was  the  first  breach  effected  in  the  barrier  which  the  uni\'ei 
opinion  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  for  more  than  thirty  y 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  assiunption  of  this  power  by  Congress, 
general  mind  of  Congress  and  the  country  did  not  appreciate  the  di; 
tion  taken  by  President  Monroe  between  the  right  to  appropriate  moi 
for  an  object  and  the  right  to  apply  and  expend  it  without  the  embar- 
rassment and  delay  of  apphcations  to  the  State  go\'enimeuts.     ProbaUy 
no  instance  occurred  in  which  such  an  apphcation  was  made,  and  the 
flood  gates  being  thus  hoisted  the  principle  laid  down  by  him  was 
regarded,  and  applications  for  .aid  from  the  Treasurj-,  virtually  to 
harbors  as  well  as  improve  them,  clear  out  rivers,  cut  canals,  and 
struct  roads,  potu^ed  into  Congress  in  torrents  until  arrested  by  ihc  v< 
of  President  Jackson.     His  veto  of  the  Maysville  road  bill  was  foUowi 
up  by  his  refusal  to  sign  the  "Act  making  appropriations  for  hi 
light-houses,  hght-boats.  beacons,  and  monuments,  placing  buoys,  ii 
ing  harbors,  and  directing  surveys;"    "An  act  authorizing  Sttbscriptit 
for  stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Tortland  Canal  Company; "    "An  act 
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the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers;*  * 
and,  finally,  **An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  River.** 
In  his  objections  to  the  act  last  named  he  says: 

The  desire  to  embark  the  Federal  Government  in  works  of  internal  improvement 
prevailed  in  the  highest  degree  during  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  that  I 
had  the  honor  to  meet  in  my  present  situation.  When  the  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  stock  in  the  Maysville  and  I^exington 
Turnpike  Company  passed  the  two  Houses,  there  had  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  Internal  Improvements  bills  containing  appropriations  for  such  objects, 
inclusive  of  those  for  the  Cumberland  road  and  for  harbors  and  light-houses,  to 
the  amount  of  |io6,ooo,ooo.  In  this  amount  was  included  authority  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  different  companies  to  a  great 
extent,  and  the  residue  was  principally  for  the  direct  construction  of  roads  by  this 
Government.  In  addition  to  these  projects,  which  had  been  presented  to  the  two 
Houses  imder  the  sanction  and  recommendation  of  their  respective  Committees  on 
Internal  Improvements,  there  were  then  still  pending  before  the  committees  and  in 
memorials  to  Congress  presented  but  not  referred  different  projects  for  works  of  a 
similar  character,  the  expense  of  which  can  not  be  estimated  with  certainty,  but 
must  have  exceeded  J  100,000,000. 

Thus,  within  the  brief  period  of  less  than  ten  years  after  the  commence- 
ment of  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Oovemment  the  sum 
asked  for  from  the  Treasury  for  various  projects  amounted  to  more  than 
$200,000,000.  President  Jackson*  s  powerful  and  disinterested  appeals  to 
his  country  appear  to  have  put  down  forever  the  assimiption  of  power 
to  make  roads  and  cut  canals,  and  to  have  checked  the  prevalent  dispo- 
sition to  bring  all  rivers  in  any  degree  navigable  within  the  control  of 
the  General  Government.  But  an  immense  field  for  expending  the  pub- 
lic money  and  increasing  the  power  and  patronage  of  this  Government 
was  left  open  in  the  concession  of  even  a  limited  power  of  Congress  to 
improve  harbors  and  rivers — a  field  which  millions  will  not  fertilize 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  local  and  speculating  interests  by  which  these 
projects  are  in  general  gotten  up.  There  can  not  be  a  just  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  public  burdens  and  benefits  under  such  a  system,  nor  can 
the  States  be  reUeved  from  the  danger  of  fatal  encroachment,  nor  the 
United  States  from  the  equal  danger  of  consolidation,  otherwise  than 
by  an  arrest  of  the  system  and  a  return  to  the  doctrines  and  practices 
which  prevailed  during  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  Government. 

How  forcibly  does  the  history  of  this  subject  illustrate  the  tendency 
of  power  to  concentration  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government.  The 
power  to  improve  their  own  harbors  and  rivers  was  clearly  reserved  to  the 
States,  who  were  to  be  aided  by  tonnage  duties  levied  and  collected  by 
themselves,  with  the  consent  of  Congress.  For  thirty- four  years  improve- 
ments were  carried  on  under  that  system,  and  so  careful  was  Congress 
not  to  interfere,  under  any  implied  power,  with  the  soil  or  jtuisdiction 
of  the  States  that  they  did  not  even  assume  the  power  to  erect  light- 
houses or  build  piers  without  first  purchasing  the  ground,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  States,  and  obtaining  jurisdiction  over  it.    At  length,  after 


622 


Messages  and  Papers  of  (he  Presidents 


the  lapse  of  thirty-three  years,  an  act  is  passed  pro^-iding  for  the  exami- 
nation of  certain  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  one  or  two  harbors  almost 
unknown.     It  is  followed  by  acts  making  small  appropriations  for  the 
removal  of  those  obstructions,     The  obstacles  interposed  by  Preside! 
Monroe,  after  conceding  the  power  to  appropriate,  were  soon  swept  awayl 
Congress  \-irtually  assumed  jurisdiction  of  the  soil  and  waters  of  tin 
States,  without  their  consent,  for  tlie  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
and  the  eyes  of  eager  millions  were  turned  from  the  State  govemraeuts  to 
Congress  as  the  fountain  whose  golden  streams  were  to  deepen  their  har- 
bors and  rivers,  level  their  mountains,  and  fill  their  valleys  with  canals. 
To  what  consequences  this  assumption  of  power  was  rapidly  leadiug  is 
shown  by  the  veto  messages  of  President  Jackson,  and  to  what  end  it  is 
again  tending  is  witnessed  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  and  bills  of^ 
similar  character. 

In  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  General  Convention  whicj 
formed  the  Constitution  and  of  the  State  conventions  which  adopted  ifl 
nothing  is  found  to  countenance  the  idea  that  the  one  intended  to  p 
pose  or  the  others  to  concede  such  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Genei 
Government  as  the  building  up  and  maintaining  of  a  system  of  intei 
nal  improvements  within  the  States  necessarily  impUes.  Whatever  the 
General  Government  may  constitutionally  create,  it  may  lawfully  protect. 
If  it  may  make  a  road  upon  the  soil  of  the  States,  it  may  protect  it  from 
destruction  or  injury  by  penal  laws.  So  of  canals,  rivers,  and  harbors. 
If  it  may  put  a  dam  in  a  river,  it  may  protect  that  dam  from  removal 
or  injury,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  laws,  authorities,  and  people  of  the 
State  in  which  it  is  situated.  If  it  may  deepen  a  harbor,  it  may  by  its 
own  laws  protect  its  agenta  and  contractors  from  being  driven  from  their 
work  even  by  the  laws  and  authorities  of  the  State,  The  power  to  make 
a  road  or  canal  or  to  dig  up  the  bottom  of  a  harbor  or  river  implies  a 
right  in  the  soil  of  the  State  and  a  jurisdiction  over  it,  for  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  find  any  warrant. 

The  States  were  particularly  jealous  of  conceding  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment any  right  of  jurisdiction  o\-er  their  soil,  and  in  the  Constitution 
restricted  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress  to  such  places  as  might 
be  ' '  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  States  in  which  the  same  shall  be, 
for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  dockyards,  and  otlier  needful  build- 
ings," That  the  United  States  .should  be  prohibited  from  ptu^chasing 
lands  within  the  States  without  their  consent,  even  for  the  most  e 
tial  purposes  of  national  defense,  while  left  at  liberty  to  puicha 
seize  them  for  roads,  canals,  and  other  improvements  of  immeasu 
Ics-s  importance,  is  not  to  be  conceived. 

A  proposition  was  made  in  the  Convention  to  provide  for  the  ap] 
mcnt  of  a  "  Secretary  of  Domestic  Affairs, ' '  and  make  it  his  duty, 
other  things,  "to  attend  to  the  opening  of  roads  and  navigation  an 
facilitating  communications  through  the  United  States."  It  was  ref 
to  a  committee,  and  tliat  appears  to  have  been  the  last  of  it.  On  a 
sequent  occasion  a  proposition  was  made  to  confer  on  Congress  the  p 
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to  "provide  for  the  cutting  of  canals  when  deemed  necessary/'  which 
was  rejected  by  the  strong  majority  of  eight  States  to  three.  Among  the 
reasons  given  for  the  rejection  of  this  proposition,  it  was  urged  that 
*  *  the  expense  in  such  cases  will  fall  on  the  United  States  and  the  benefits 
accrue  to  the  places  where  the  canals  may  be  cut.*' 

During  the  consideration  of  this  proposition  a  motion  was  made  to 
enlarge  the  proposed  power  for  '* cutting  canals**  into  a  power  **to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation  when  the  interest  of  the  United  States  might 
require  and  the  legislative  provisions  of  the  individual  States  may  be 
incompetent;**  and  the  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Madison  for  the  proposed 
enlargement  of  the  power  was  that  it  would  *  *  secure  an  easy  communi- 
cation between  the  States,  which  the  free  intercourse  now  to  be  opened 
seemeito  call  for.  The  political  obstacles  being  removed,  a  removal  of 
the  natural  ones,  as  far  as  possible,  ought  to  follow.** 

The  original  proposition  and  all  the  amendments  were  rejected,  after 
deliberate  discussion,  not  on  the  groimd,  as  so  much  of  that  discussion 
as  has  been  preserved  indicates,  that  no  direct  grant  was  necessary,  but 
because  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  grant  it  at  all.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  who  afterwards 
participated  in  the  organization  and  administration  of  the  Government, 
advocated  and  practiced  upon  a  very  liberal  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, grasping  at  many  high  powers  as  implied  in  its  various  provisions, 
not  one  of  them,  it  is  believed,  at  that  day  claimed  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals,  or  improve  rivers  and  harbors,  or  appropriate  money 
for  that  purpose.  Among  our  early  statesmen  of  the  strict-conistruction 
class  the  opinion  was  universal,  when  the  subject  was  first  broached, 
that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power,  although  some  of  them  thought 
it  desirable. 

President  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  Congress  in  1806,  recommended 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  with  a  view  to  apply  an  anticipated 
stuplus  in  the  Treasury  *  *  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  public  education, 
roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  such  other  objects  of  public  improvement  as  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional  enumeration  of  Fed- 
eral powers.  *  *     And  he  adds: 

I  suppose  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  by  consent  of  the  States,  necessary, 
because  the  objects  now  recommended  are  not  among  those  enumerated  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  which  it  permits  the  public  moneys  to  be  applied. 

In  1825  he  repeated,  in  his  published  letters,  the  opinion  that  no  such 
power  has  been  conferred  upon  Congress. 

President  Madison,  in  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1817,  assigning  his  objections  to  a  bill  entitled  **An 
act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  certain  funds  for  internal  improvements,*' 
declares  that — 

"The  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States**  can  not  include  a 
power  to  construct  roads  and  canals  and  to  improve  the  navigation  of  water  courses 
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in  otder  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  secure  snch  a  commerce  withcnit  a  lathnde  of  ceo^ 
stmction  departing  front  tlieordinaiy  import  of  the  terms,  strengtliencd  by  the  kooiwii 
inconveniences  which  doubtless  led  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  CongicsL 
President  MoDroe,  in  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
4th  of  May,  1822,  containing  his  objections  to  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,"  declares; 

Commerce  between  independent  powers  or  communities  is  universally  Tegttlated  by 
dutiesand  imposts.  It  was  so  regulated  by  the  States  before  the  adoption  of  this  Con 
slitution,  equally  in  respect  toeat^  other  and  to  foreigu  powers.  The  goods  and  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  trade  are  the  only  subjects  €>f  regulation.  It  can  act  on  none 
other.  A  poner,  then,  to  impose  such  duties  and  imposts  in  regard  to  fcFteign  nations 
and  to  prevent  any  on  the  trade  between  the  States  was  the  only  power  granted. 

If  wc  recur  to  the  causes  which  produced  the  adoption  of  this  Constitutiou.  ne  shall 
find  that  injuries  resulting  from  the  regulation  of  trade  by  the  States  reqiectivrfy 
and  the  advantages  anticipiated  frum  the  transfer  of  the  power  to  Congress  weiv 
among  those  which  had  the  must  weight.  Instead  of  acting  as  a  nation  in  regard  to 
foreign  powers,  the  States  indi^Hdually  had  commenced  a  system  of  restraint  on  each 
other  whereby  the  interests  of  foreign  powers  were  promoted  at  their  expense.  U 
one  State  imposed  high  duties  on  the  goods  or  vessels  of  a  foreign  power  to  cottnter' 
vail  the  regulations  of  such  power,  the  next  adjoining  Slates  imposed  lighter  dutie* 
to  invite  those  articles  into  their  ports,  that  they  might  be  transferred  thence  into 
the  other  States,  securing  the  duties  to  themselves.  This  contracted  policy  in  some 
of  the  States  was  soon  counteracted  by  €)thers.  Restraints  were  immediately  laid  on 
such  commerce  by  the  snfferiDg  States;  and  thus  had  grown  up  a  state  of  affairs 
disorderly  and  unnatnral,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  destroy  the  Union  itst-U 
and  with  it  all  hope  of  realizing  those  blessings  which  we  had  anticipated  from  the 
glorious  Rc^-olution  which  had  been  so  recently  achieved.  Prom  this  deplorable 
dilemma,  or,  rather,  certain  mia.  we  were  happily  rescued  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution. 

Among  the  first  and  most  important  effects  of  this  great  Revolution  was  the  com- 
plete abolition  of  this  pernicious  polic)'.  The  States  were  brought  together  by  the 
Constitution,  as  to  commerce,  into  one  community,  equally  in  regard  to  foreign 
nations  and  each  other.  The  regulations  that  were  adopted  regarded  us  in  both 
respects  as  one  people.  The  duties  and  imposts  that  were  laid  00  the  ^-esscb  and 
merchandise  of  foreign  nations  were  all  uniform  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  intercourse  between  the  States  themselves  no  duties  of  any  kind  weic 
imposed  other  than  between  different  ports  and  counties  within  the  same  Stale. 

This  view  is  supported  by  a  series  of  measures,  all  of  a  marked  character,  preceding 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  .\s  early  as  the  year  1 7S1  Congress  rccommi 
it  to  the  States  to  vest  in  the  United  States  a  power  to  levy  a  duty  of  5  per  a 
all  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  into  the  United  States  for  tlie  tcnafl 
fifteen  years.  In  1 7S3  this  recommendation ,  with  alterations  as  to  the  Idnil  t^  alttf 
and  an  extension  of  this  term  to  twenty-five  years,  was  repeated  and  11 
urged.  Id  1784  it  was  recommended  to  tlie  States  to  authorise  Congieas  to  p 
under  certain  modifications,  the  importation  of  goods  from  foreign  powcra  int 
United  States  for  fifteen  years.  In  17S5  tlie  consideration  of  the  subject  w 
and  a  propositiou  presented  in  a  new  form,  with  an  address  tu  the  States  cxplau- 
ing  fully  the  principles  on  which  a  grant  of  the  power  to  regnlate  tmlc  w 
Indispensable.  In  1786  a  meeting  look  place  at  AnnnpoUs  of  delegates  from  tt 
of  the  States  on  this  snbject,  and  on  their  report  a  convention  wai  funned  »t  P 
delpbia  tlic  ensuing  j-ear  from  all  tlic  Stales,  to  whose  deliljcmtiona  vrc  or;  in 
(or  the  present  CouuitutioiL 

In  none  of  tlieae  measures  was  the  subject  rA  tntentat  improvement  R 
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even  glanced  at  Thoae  of  1784,  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  leading  step  by  step  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution^  had  in  view  only  the  obtaining  of  a  power  to  enable 
Congress  to  regulate  trade  with  foreign  powers.  It  is  manifest  that  the  regula- 
tion of  trade  with  the  several  States  was  altogether  a  secondary  object,  suggested  by 
and  adopted  in  connection  with  the  other.  If  the  power  necessary  to  this  system  of 
improvement  is  included  under  either  branch  of  this  grant,  I  should  suppose  that  it 
was  the  first  rather  than  the  second.  The  pretension  to  it,  however,  under  that 
branch  has  never  been  set  up.  In  support  of  the  claim  under  the  second  no  reason 
has  been  assigned  which  appears  to  have  the  least  weight. 

Such  is  a  brief  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  consequences  of  a 
system  which  for  more  than  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  tmknown.  The  greatest  embarrassment  upon  the  subject 
iX)nsists  in  the  departure  which  has  taken  place  from  the  early  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  and  the  precedents  which  are  found  in  the 
legislation  of  Congress  in  later  years.  President  Jackson,  in  his  veto  of 
the  Wabash  River  bill,  declares  that  ''to  inherent  embarrassments  have 
been  added  others  resulting  from  the  course  of  our  legislation  concerning 
it.'*  In  his  vetoes  on  the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  Rockville  rood  bill, 
the  Wabash  River  bill,  and  other  bills  of  Uke  character  he  reversed  the 
precedents  which  existed  prior  to  that  time  on  the  subject  of  internal 
improvements.  When  our  experience,  observation,  and  reflection  have 
convinced  us  that  a  legislative  precedent  is  either  unwise  or  unconstitu- 
tional, it  should  not  be  followed. 

No  express  grant  of  this  power  is  found  in  the  Constitution.  Its 
advocates  have  differed  among  themselves  as  to  the  source  from  which 
it  is  derived  as  an  incident.  In  the  progress  of  the  discussions  upon 
this  subject  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  seems  now  to  be  chiefly 
relied  upon,  especially  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  harbors  and 
rivers. 

In  relation  to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  language  of  the  grant 
in  the  Constitution  is: 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  r^ulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among 
the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

That  to  ''r^^late  commerce"  does  not  mean  to  make  a  road,  or  dig  a 

canal,  or  clear  out  a  river,  or  deepen  a  harbor  would  seem  to  be  obvious 

to  the  common  understanding.      To  "regulate''  admits  or  affirms  the 

preexistence  of  the  thing  to  be  r^^lated.     In  this  case  it  presupposes 

the  existence  of  commerce,  and,  of  course,  the  means  by  which  and  the 

channels  through  which  commerce  is  carried  on.      It  confers  no  creative 

power;  it  only  assumes  control  over  that  which  may  have  been  brought 

into  existence  through  other  agencies,  such  as  State  legislation  and  the 

industry  and  enterprise  of  individuals.      If  the  definition  of  the  word 

"regulate"  is  to  include  the  provision  of  means  to  carry  on  commerce, 

then  have  Congress  not  only  power  to  deepen  harbors,  clear  out  rivers, 

dig  canals,  and  make  roads,  but  also  to  build  ships,  railroad  cars,  and 

other  vehicles,  all  of  which  are  necessary  to  commerce.      There  is  no 
M  P— vol,  IV— 40 
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middle  ground.  If  the  power  to  regulate  can  be  legitimately  constmed 
into  a  power  to  create  or  facilitate,  then  not  only  the  bays  and  harbors, 
but  the  roads  and  canals  and  all  the  means  of  transporting  merdiandise 
among  the  several  States,  are  put  at  the  disposition  of  Congress.  This 
power  to  regulate  commerce  was  construed  and  exercised  immediately 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  been  exercised  to  the 
present  day,  by  prescribing  general  rules  by  which  commerce  should  be 
conducted.  With  foreign  nations  it  has  been  regulated  by  treaties  de- 
fining the  rights  of  citizens  and  subjects,  as  well  as  by  acts  of  Congress 
imposing  duties  and  restrictions  embracing  vessels,  seamen,  cargoes,  and 
passenge'^s.  It  has  been  regulated  among  the  States  by  acts  of  Congress 
relating  to  the  coasting  trade  and  the  vessels  employed  therein,  and  for 
the  better  security  of  passengers  in  vessels  propelled  by  steam ,  and  by  the 
removal  of  all  restrictions  upou  internal  trade.  It  has  been  regulated 
with  the  Indian  tribes  by  our  intercourse  laws,  prescribing  the  manner 
in  which  it  shall  be  carried  on.  Thus  each  branch  of  this  grant  of  power 
was  exercised  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  be  exercised  to  the  present  day.  If  a  more  extended  construc- 
tion be  adopted,  it  is  impossible  for  the  human  mind  to  fix  on  a  limit  to 
the  exercise  of  the  power  other  than  the  will  and  discrerion  of  Congress. 
It  sweeps  into  the  vortex  of  national  power  and  jurisdiction  not  only  har- 
bors and  inlets,  rivers  and  Uttle  streams,  but  canals,  turnpikes,  and  rail- 
roads— every  species  of  improvement  which  can  facilitate  or  create  trade 
and  intercourse  "with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  se\eral  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  tribes." 

Should  any  great  object  of  imprm-ement  exist  in  our  widely  extended 
country  which  can  not  be  effected  by  means  of  tonnage  duties  levied 
by  the  States  with  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  it  is  safer  and  wiser 
to  apply  to  the  States  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  for 
an  amendment  of  that  instrument  whereby  the  powers  of  the  GeneiaJ 
Government  may  be  enlarged,  with  such  HmitatioDs  and  restrictions  as 
experience  has  shown  to  be  proper,  than  to  assume  and  exercise  a  power 
which  has  not  been  granted,  or  which  may  be  regarded  as  doubtful  in 
the  opinion  of  a  large  portion  of  oiu'  constituents.  This  course  has  been 
recommended  successively  by  Presidents  Jefferson.  Madison,  Monroe,  and 
Jackson,  and  I  fully  concur  with  them  in  opinion.  If  an  enlargement 
of  power  should  be  deemed  proper,  it  will  unquestionably  be  granted  by 
the  States;  if  otherwise,  it  will  be  withheld;  and  in  either  case  their 
decision  should  be  final.  In  the  meantime  I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that 
the  investigation  of  this  subject  has  impressed  me  more  strongly  than 
ever  with  the  solemn  conviction  that  the  usefulness  and  pemianenc>-  of 
this  Government  and  the  happiness  of  the  millions  over  whom  it  spreads 
its  protection  will  be  best  promoted  by  carefully  abstaining  from  the  exer- 
cise of  all  powers  not  clearly  granted  by  the  Constitution. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
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PROCLAMATION. 

By  thb  President  op  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Mexican  Republic  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  city  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  on  the  2d  day  of  February, 
1848,  which  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
being  in  the  English  and  Spanish  languages,  is  word  for  word  as  follows: 

[Here  follows  the  treaty.] 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty,  as  amended,  has  been  duly  ratified  on 
both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged 
at  Queretaro  on  the  30th  day  of  May  last  by  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and 
Nathan  Clifford,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  Senor  Don  Luis  de  la  Rosa,  minister  of  relations 
of  the  Mexican  Republic,  on  the  part  of  that  Government: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every  clause  and  article  thereof  may  be 
observed  and  ftdfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citi- 
zens thereof. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  4th  day  of  July,  1848, 

and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  seventy- 

*^^^-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

By  the  President: 

James  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

General  Orders,  No.  9. 
War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wiishingtany  February  24.,  184.8, 

I.  The  following  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Secretary  of  War  announce  to  the  Army  the  death  of  the  illustrious 
ex-President  John  Quincy  Adams: 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Washington,  February  24,  1848. 

It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  call  hence  a  great  and  patriotic 
citizen.    John  Quincy  Adams  is  no  more.    At  the  advanced  age  of  more 


^*.  jr«r;^«: 


^  ^  ^  «       ^»  ■  « 


*^  ini  B!^    ^  ^ 


'K'z^'iJi  f^jnzrrsiz  liii  sear  36  2  ?rjfr:Vr  oc 
t:v*:!%,  '>r-  thft  21-.?.  :::£ti:ii  be  was  sraddcnlj  proEoaaed  by  ^ici  ^t^  ja^ 
the  2yi  expired.  Tritiocr  bavin^  been  rcznoTcd  inm  the  CapiaoL 
h^-d  :.II.*bC  r-jir.y  Iv^ti^r^Me  mi  restctisible  scadoos  ia  the  service  ot  fas 
crxir.tr:.'  2=c  an»a;^  Therr.  thai  oc  Prcskksxr  of  the  Uiizred  Scaxes:  and 
h*:  ':>/veii  h:=;  !'yr.^'  and  eventful  life  in  the  actual  diacharjge  at  his  duties 
aA  one  of  the  kcprescniarives  «  the  people. 

Fr^/m  sympathy  v.ith  his  relatives  and  the  American  people  for  his 
V/-:-.  and  fron:  x*z^y^*,  for  h:.^  di^tir.e-^shec  public  services,  the  President 

ord'rrs  rhjit  f*^:;^-ral  honor r.  shall  :^  paid  to  his  memory  at  each  of  the 

» •  •  • 

Th':  /".d ;»: tan t- General  v.-:!!  ^ve  the  necessar>'  instructions  for  carrv- 
irig  into  effect  the  forej^oia;^  orders.  ^-   ^    ^j  \RC V 

Secretary  0/  War. 

If.  ^'^n  the  <1ay  succeeding  the  arrival  of  this  general  order  at  each 
military  f/At  the  tr^xjps  will  be  paraded  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  and  the 
or'U.r  pad  to  thf:m,  after  which  all  lalxirs  for  the  day  will  cease. 

The  national  flaj^  will  Ix;  displayed  at  half-stafiF. 

At  dnwn  of  day  thirteen  guns  will  1^  fired,  and  afterwards,  at  inter- 
v.'ils  of  thirty  minutes  Ijetween  the  rising  and  setting  sun,  a  single  gun, 
and  at  tlif  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute  of  twentj'-nine  guns. 

'J'lu-  ofTicers  of  the  Army  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  and  on  their 
h words  anrl  the  colors  of  the  several  regiments  will  be  pat  in  mourning 
for  the  jH!rio<l  of  six  month.s. 

Hy  onlcr:  ^  j^j^^ 

Adjutant-Generate 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December  5, 18^8. 
Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Under  the  benig^nant  providence  of  Almighty  God  the  representatives 
of  the  States  and  of  the  people  are  again  brought  together  to  deliberate 
for  the  public  good.  The  gratitude  of  the  nation  to  the  Sovereign  Arbi- 
ter of  All  Human  Bvents  should  be  commensurate  with  the  boundless 
blessings  which  we  enjoy. 

Peace,  plenty,  and  contentment  reign  throughout  our  borders,  and  our 
beloved  country  presents  a  sublime  moral  spectacle  to  the  world. 

The  troubled  and  unsettled  condition  of  some  of  the  principal  Euro- 
pean powers  has  had  a  necessary  tendency  to  check  and  embarrass  trade 
and  to  depress  prices  throughout  all  commercial  nations,  but  notwith- 
standing these  causfes,  the  United  States,  with  their  abundant  products, 
have  felt  their  effects  less  severely  than  any  other  country,  and  all  our 
great  interests  are  still  prosperous  and  successful. 

In  reviewing  the  great  events  of  the  past  year  and  contrasting  the 
agitated  and  disturbed  state  of  other  countries  with  our  own  tranquil  and 
happy  condition,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  are  the  most 
favored  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  While  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries are  struggling  to  establish  free  institutions,  under  which  man  may 
govern  himself,  we  are  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  them — a  rich  inherit- 
ance from  our  fathers.  While  enlightened  nations  of  Europe  are  con- 
vulsed and  distracted  by  civil  war  or  intestine  strife,  we  settle  all  our 
political  controversies  by  the  peaceful  exercise  of  the  rights  of  freemen 
at  the  ballot  box. 

The  great  republican  maxim,  so  deeply  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  our 
people,  that  the  will  of  the  majority,  constitutionally  expressed,  shall 
prevail,  is  our  sure  safeguard  against  force  and  violence.  It  is  a  subject 
of  just  pride  that  our  fame  and  character  as  a  nation  continue  rapidly  to 
advance  in  the  estimation  of  the  civilized  world. 

To  our  wise  and  free  institutions  it  is  to  be  attributed  that  while  other 
nations  have  achieved  glory  at  the  price  of  the  suffering,  distress,  and 
impoverishment  of  their  people,  we  have  won  our  honorable  position  in 
the  midst  of  an  uninterrupted  prosperity  and  of  an  increasing  individual 
comfort  and  happiness. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  our  relations  with  all  nations  are  friendly 
and  pacific.  Advantageous  treaties  of  commerce  have  been  concluded 
within  the  last  four  years  with  New  Granada,  Peru,  the  Two  Sicilies, 
Belgium,  Hanover,  Oldenburg,  and  Mecklenburg-Schwerin.  Pursuing 
our  example,  the  restrictive  system  of  Great  Britain,  our  principal  for- 
eign customer,  has  been  relaxed,  a  more  liberal  commercial  policy  has 
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been  adopted  by  other  enlightened  nations,  and  our  trade  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  and  extended.  Our  country  stands  higher  in  the  respect  of  the 
world  tlian  at  any  former  period.  To  continue  to  occupy  this  prond 
position,  it  is  only  necessary  to  presers'e  peace  and  faithfully  adhere  to 
the  great  and  fundamental  principle  of  our  foreign  policy  of  noninter- 
ference in  the  domestic  concerns  of  other  nations.  We  recognize  in  all 
nations  the  right  which  we  enjoy  ourselves,  to  change  and  reform  their 
poUtical  institutions  according  to  their  own  will  and  pleasure.  Hence 
we  do  not  look  behind  existing  governments  capable  of  maintaining  their 
own  authority.  We  recognize  all  such  actual  governments,  not  only  from 
the  dictates  of  true  poUcy,  but  from  a  sacred  regard  for  the  independeaoe 
of  nations.  While  this  is  our  settled  policy,  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
can  ever  be  indifferent  spectators  of  the  progress  of  hberal  principles. 
The  Go\'ernnient  and  people  of  the  United  States  hailed  with  enthusiasm 
and  delight  the  establi.shment  of  the  French  Republic,  as  n-e  now  hail 
the  efforts  in  progress  to  unite  the  States  of  Germany  in  a  confederation 
similar  in  many  respects  to  our  own  Federal  Union.  If  the  great  and 
enhghtened  German  States,  occupi^ng,  as  they  do,  a  central  and  com- 
manding position  in  Europe,  sliall  succeed  in  establishing  such  a  confed- 
erated government,  securing  at  the  same  time  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  local  governments  adapted  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  each,  with 
unrestricted  trade  and  intercourse  with  each  other,  it  will  be  an  impor- 
tant era  in  the  history  of  human  events.  Whilst  it  will  consolidate  and 
strengthen  the  power  of  Germany,  it  must  essentially  promote  the  cause 
of  peace,  commerce,  dvilization,  and  constitutional  liberty  throughout  the 
world. 

With  all  the  GOT'emments  on  this  continent  our  relations,  it  is  behe\'ed, 
are  now  on  a  more  friendly  and  satisfactory  footing  than  they  have  ever 
been  at  any  former  period. 

Since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico 
our  intercourse  with  the  Government  of  that  Republic  has  been  of  the 
most  friendly  character.  The  envoj'  extraordinarj'  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  to  Mexico  has  been  received  and  accreil- 
ited,  and  a  diplomatic  representative  from  Mexico  of  similar  rank  has 
been  received  and  accredited  by  this  Government  The  amicable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  which  had  been  suspended,  hav-e  been 
happily  restored,  and  are  destined,  I  trust,  to  be  long  preserved.  The 
two  Republics,  both  situated  on  this  continent,  and  with  coterminous 
territories,  have  ever>'  motive  of  sympathy  and  of  interest  to  bind  them 
together  in  perpetual  amity. 

This  gratifying  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  renders  it  unneces- 
[Bary  for  me  to  call  your  attention  more  specifically  to  them. 

{  been  my  constant  aim  and  desire  to  cultivate  peace  and  com- 
\  with  all  nations.  Tranquillity  at  home  and  peaceful  relations 
|cousutute  the  true  penuaneut  policy  of  our  coutitTj>.     War,  the 


« 


James  K.  Polk  631 

scourge  of  nations,  sometimes  becomes  inevitable,  but  is  always  to  be 
avoided  when  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  a 
nation. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of  the  war  into  which  we  were 
recently  forced  with  a  neighboring  nation  is  the  demonstration  it  has 
afforded  of  the  military  strength  of  our  country.  Before  the  late  war 
with  Mexico  European  and  other  foreign  powers  entertained  imperfect 
and  erroneous  views  of  our  physical  strength  as  a  nation  and  of  our 
ability  to  prosecute  war,  and  especially  a  war  waged  out  of  our  own 
country.  They  saw  that  our  standing  Army  on  the  peace  establishment 
did  not  exceed  10,000  men.  Accustomed  themselves  to  maintain  in 
peace  large  standing  armies  for  the  protection  of  thrones  against  their 
own  subjects,  as  well  as  against  foreign  enemies,  they  had  not  conceived 
that  it  was  possible  for  a  nation  without  such  an  army,  well  disciplined 
and  of  long  service,  to  wage  war  successfully.  They  held  in  low  repute 
our  miUtia,  and  were  far  from  regarding  them  as  an  effective  force,  unless 
it  might  be  for  temporary  defensive  operations  when  invaded  on  our  own 
soil.  The  events  of  the  late  war  with  Mexico  have  not  only  undeceived 
them,  but  have  removed  erroneous  impressions  which  prevailed  to  some 
extent  even  among  a  portion  of  our  own  countrjrmen.  That  war  has 
demonstrated  that  upon  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  not  anticipated^ 
and  for  which  no  previous  preparation  had  been  made,  a  volunteer  army 
of  citizen  soldiers  equal  to  veteran  troops,  and  in  numbers  equal  to  any 
emergency,  can  in  a  short  period  be  brought  into  the  field.  Unlike  what 
would  have  occurred  in  any  other  country,  we  were  under  no  necessity 
of  resorting  to  drafts  or  conscriptions.  On  the  contrary,  such  was  the 
number  of  volunteers  who  patriotically  tendered  their  services  that  the 
chief  difficulty  was  in  making  selections  and  determining  who  should 
be  disappointed  and  compelled  to  remain  at  home.  Our  citizen  sol« 
diers  are  unlike  those  drawn  from  the  population  of  any  other  country. 
They  are  composed  indiscriminately  of  all  professions  and  pursuits — of 
farmers,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and 
laborers — and  this  not  only  among  the  officers,  but  the  private  soldiers  in 
the  ranks.  Our  citizen  soldiers  are  unlike  those  of  any  other  country 
in  other  respects.  They  are  armed,  and  have  been  accustomed  from  their 
youth  up  to  handle  and  use  firearms,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them, 
especially  in  the  Western  and  more  newly  settled  States,  are  expert 
marksmen.  They  are  men  who  have  a  reputation  to  maintain  at  home 
by  their  good  conduct  in  the  field.  They  are  intelligent,  and  there  is 
an  individuality  of  character  which  is  found  in  the  ranks  of  no  other 
army.  In  battle  each  private  man,  as  well  as  every  officer,  fights  not 
only  for  his  country,  but  for  glory  and  distinction  among  his  fellow- 
dtizens  when  he  shall  return  to  dvil  life. 

The  war  with  Mexico  has  demonstrated  not  only  the  ability  of  the 
Government  to  organize  a  numerous  army  upon  a  sudden  call,  but  also 
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to  provide  it  with  all  the  munitions  and  necessary  supplies  with  dt^iatdi. 
couveuience.  and  ease,  and  to  direct  its  operations  with  efiSciency.  The 
strength  of  our  institutions  has  not  only  been  displayed  in  the  valor  and 
skill  of  our  troops  engaged  iu  active  service  in  the  field,  but  in  the  or- 
ganization of  those  executive  branches  which  were  charged  with  the 
general  direction  and  conduct  of  the  war.  While  too  great  praise  can 
not  be  bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  men  who  fought  our  battles,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  withhold  from  those  officers  necessarily  stationed  at 
home,  who  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  the  Army  iu  proper 
time  and  at  proper  places  with  all  the  munitions  of  war  and  other  sup- 
plies so  necessary  to  make  it  efEcieut,  the  commendation  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  The  credit  due  to  this  class  of  our  officers  is  the  greater 
when  it  is  considered  that  no  army  iu  ancient  or  modem  times  was  e\'er 
better  appointed  or  provided  than  our  Army  in  Mexico.  Operating  in  an 
enemy's  country,  removed  2,000  miles  from  the  seat  of  the  Federal 
Government,  its  different  corps  spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  territor>', 
hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  miles  apart  from  each  other,  nothing- 
short  of  the  untiring  i.'igilance  and  extraordinary  energ>'  of  these  officers 
could  have  enabled  them  to  provide  the  Army  at  al!  points  and  in  proper 
season  with  all  that  was  required  for  the  most  efficient  service. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  declare  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
several  executive  bureaus,  all  under  the  immediate  eye  and  supervisioti 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  performed  their  respective  duties  with  abiUty. 
energy,  and  efficiency.  They  have  reaped  less  of  the  glory  of  the  war. 
not  having  been  personally  exposed  to  its  perils  in  battle,  than  their 
companions  in  arms;  but  without  their  forecast,  efficient  aid,  and  cooper- 
ation those  in  the  field  would  not  have  been  provided  with  the  ample 
means  they  possessed  of  achieving  for  themselves  and  their  country  the 
unfading  honors  which  tltey  have  won  for  both. 

When  all  these  facts  are  considered,  it  may  cease  to  be  a  matter  of  so 
much  amazement  abroad  how  it  happened  that  our  noble  Army  in  Mexico, 
regulars  and  volunteers,  were  victorious  upon  every  battlefield,  however 
fearful  the  odds  against  them. 

The  war  with  Mexico  has  thus  fully  developed  the  capacity  of  repub- 
lican govemmtnts  to  prosecute  successfully  a  just  and  necessary  foreign 
war  with  all  the  ngor  usually  attributed  to  more  arbitrary  forms  of  gov- 
ernment.     It  has  been   usual  for  writers  on  public  law  to  impute  to 
republics  a  want  of  that  imity,  concentration  of  purpose,  and  vigor  of 
execution  which  are  generally  admitted  to  belong  to  the  monarchical  and 
aristocratic  forms;  and  this  feature  of  popular  government  has  been  sup- 
posed to  display  itself  more  particularly  in  the  conduct  of  a  war  carried 
on  in  an  enemy's  terrilorj'.     The  war  with  Great  Britain  in  i8ia  was 
to  a  great  extent  confined  within  our  own  limits,  and  shed  but  Uttle  light 
on  this  subject;  but  the  war  which  we  have  just  closed  by  on  houom-     J 
ble  peace  evinces  beyond  all  doubt  that  a  popular  representative  govern^H 
ment  is  equal  to  any  emetgency  which  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  afiaint  ^^| 
a  nation.  ^^| 
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The  war  with  Mexico  has  developed  most  strikingly  and  conspicuously 
another  feature  in  our  institutions.  It  is  that  without  cost  to  the  Gov- 
ernment or  danger  to  our  liberties  we  have  in  the  bosom  of  our  society  of 
freemen,  available  in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  virtually  a  standing  army 
of  2,000,000  armed  citizen  soldiers,  such  as  fought  the  battles  of  Mexico. 
But  our  military  strength  does  not  consist  alone  in  our  capacity  for  ex- 
tended and  successful  operations  on  land.  The  Navy  is  an  important 
arm  of  the  national  defense.  If  the  services  of  the  Navy  were  not  so 
brilliant  as  those  of  the  Army  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  it  was  because 
they  had  no  enemy  to  meet  on  their  own  element.  While  the  Army  had 
opportunity  of  performing  more  conspicuous  service,  the  Navy  largely 
participated  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Both  branches  of  the  service 
performed  their  whole  duty  to  the  country.  For  the  able  and  gallant 
services  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy,  acting  independently  as 
well  as  in  cooperation  with  our  troops,  in  the  conquest  of  the  Califomias, 
the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  other  impor- 
tant positions  on  the  Gulf  and  Pacific  coasts,  the  highest  praise  is  due. 
Their  vigilance,  energy,  and  skill  rendered  the  most  effective  service  in 
excluding  munitions  of  war  and  other  suppUes  from  the  enemy,  while 
they  secured  a  safe  entrance  for  abundant  supphes  for  our  own  Arm3\ 
Our  extended  commerce  was  nowhere  interrupted,  and  for  this  immu- 
nity from  the  evils  of  war  the  country  is  indebted  to  the  Navy. 

High  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  several  executive  bureaus,  navy- 
yards,  and  stations  connected  with  the  service,  all  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  industry,  foresight,  and 
energy  with  which  ever5rthing  was  directed  and  furnished  to  give  effi- 
ciency to  that  branch  of  the  ser\nce.  The  same  vigilance  existed  in 
directing  the  operations  of  the  Navy  as  of  the  Army.  There  was  concert 
of  action  and  of  purpose  between  the  heads  of  the  two  arms  of  the  serv- 
ice. By  the  orders  which  were  from  time  to  time  issued,  our  vessels  of 
war  on  the  Pacific  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  stationed  in  proper  time 
and  in  proper  positions  to  cooperate  efficiently  with  the  Army.  By  this 
means  their  combined  power  was  brought  to  bear  successfully  on  the 
enemy. 

The  great  results  which  have  been  developed  and  brought  to  light  by 
this  war  will  be  of  immeasurable  importance  in  the  futtue  progress  of 
our  country.  They  will  tend  powerfully  to  preserve  us  from  foreign  col- 
lisions, and  to  enable  us  to  pursue  uninterruptedly  our  cherished  policy 
of  ** peace  with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances  with  none.'* 

Occupying,  as  we  do,  a  more  commanding  position  among  nations  than 
at  any  former  period,  otu  duties  and  our  responsibiUties  to  ourselves  and 
to  posterity  are  correspondingly  increased.  This  will  be  the  more  obvious 
when  we  consider  the  vast  additions  which  have  been  recently  made  to 
our  territorial  possessions  and  their  great  importance  and  value. 

Within  less  than  four  years  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union  has 
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been  consummated;  all  couflicting  title  to  the  Oregon  Territory  south  of 
the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  all  that  was  insisted  on  by 
any  of  my  predecessors,  lias  been  adjusted,  and  New  Mexico  aad  Upper 
California  have  been  acquired  by  treaty.  The  area  of  these  several  Ter- 
ritories, according  to  a  report  carefully  prepared  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  from  the  most  authentic  information  in  his  posses- 
sion, and  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  contains  1.193,061  square  miles, 
or  763,559,040  acres;  while  the  area  of  the  remaining  twenty-nine  States 
and  the  territory  not  yet  organized  into  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains contains  2,059,513  square  miles,  or  1,313,126,058  acres.  These 
estimates  show  that  the  territories  recently  acquired,  and  over  which  our 
exclusive  jurisdiction  and  dominion  have  been  extended,  constitute  a 
country  more  than  half  as  large  as  all  that  which  was  held  by  the  United 
States  before  their  acquisition.  If  Oregon  be  excluded  from  the  esti- 
mate, there  will  still  remain  within  the  limits  of  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
and  California  851,598  square  miles,  or  545,012,720  acres,  being  an 
addition  equal  to  more  than  one-third  of  all  the  territory  owned  by  the 
United  States  before  their  acquisition,  and.  including  Oregon,  nearly  as 
great  an  extent  of  territory  as  the  whole  of  Europe.  Russia  only  excepted. 
The  Mississippi,  so  lately  tlie  frontier  of  our  countrj-,  is  now  only  its 
center.  With  the  addition  of  the  late  acquisitions,  the  United  States  are 
now  estimated  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  in  the  accompanying 
report  that  the  extent  of  the  seacoast  of  Texas  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is 
upward  of  400  miles;  of  the.  coast  of  Upper  California  on  the  Pacific,  of 
970  miles,  and  of  Oregon,  including  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  of  650  miles, 
making  the  whole  extent  of  seacoast  on  the  Pacific  1.620  miles  and  the 
whole  extent  on  both  the  Pacific  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  2,020  miles. 
The  length  of  the  coast  on  the  Atlantic  from  the  northern  limits  of  the 
United  States  around  the  capes  of  Florida  to  the  Sabine,  on  the  eastern 
boundary  of  Texas,  is  estimated  to  be  3, 100  miles;  so  that  the  addition 
of  seacoast,  including  Oregon,  is  verj'  nearly  two-thirds  as  great  as  all  we 
possessed  before,  and,  excluding  Oregon,  is  an  addition  of  1,370  miles, 
being  nearly  equal  to  one-half  of  the  extent  of  coast  which  we  j 
before  these  acquisitions.  We  have  now  three  great  maritime  fronts 
on  the  Atlantic,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Pacific — making  in 
whole  an  extent  of  seacoast  exceeding  5,000  miles.  This  is  the  extent  (J 
the  seacoast  of  the  United  States,  not  including  bays,  sounds,  and  s 
irregularities  of  the  main  shore  and  of  the  sea  islands.  If  I 
included,  the  length  of  the  shore  line  of  coast,  as  estimated  by  the  Super- 
iniendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  in  his  report,  would  be  33.063  miles. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  calculate  the  value  of  these  iuuncusc  additJons 
to  our  territorial  possessions.     Texas,  lying  contiguous  to  the  w 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  embracing  within  its  limits  a  part  of  the  t 
ble  tnbutai>-  wBters  of  the  Mississippi  and  an  extensive  lieacoast,  1 
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not  long  have  remained  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  power  without  endan- 
gering the  peace  of  our  southwestern  frontier.  Her  products  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  must  have  sought  a  market 
through  these  streams,  running  into  and  through  our  territory,  and  the 
danger  of  irritation  and  collision  of  interests  between  Texas  as  a  foreign 
state  and  oiurselves  would  have  been  imminent,  while  the  embarrass- 
ments in  the  commercial  intercourse  between  them  must  have  been  con- 
stant and  unavoidable.  Had  Texas  fallen  into  the  hands  or  under  the 
influence  and  control  of  a  strong  maritime  or  military  foreign  power, 
as  she  might  have  done,  these  dangers  would  have  been  still  greater. 
They  have  been  avoided  by  her  volimtary  and  peaceful  annexation  to 
the  United  States.  Texas,  from  her  position,  was  a  nattural  and  almost 
indispensable  part  of  our  territories.  Fortunately,  she  has  been  restored 
to  our  country,  and  now  constitutes  one  of  the  States  of  our  Confed- 
eracy, '*upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States."  The  salubrity 
of  climate,  the  fertility  of  soil,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of 
some  of  our  most  valuable  staple  commodities,  and  her  commercial  advan- 
tages must  soon  make  her  one  of  our  most  populous  States. 

New  Mexico,  though  situated  in  the  interior  and  without  a  seacoast, 
is  known  to  contain  much  fertile  land,  to  aboimd  in  rich  mines  of  the 
precious  metals,  and  to  be  capable  of  sustaining  a  large  population.  Prom 
its  position  it  is  the  intermediate  and  connecting  territory  between  our 
settlements  and  our  possessions  in  Texas  and  those  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Upper  California,  irrespective  of  the  vast  mineral  wealth  recently  devel- 
oped there,  holds  at  this  day,  in  point  of  value  and  importance,  to  the  rest 
of  the  Union  the  same  relation  that  Louisiana  did  when  that  fine  terri- 
tory was  acquired  from  France  forty-five  years  ago.  Extending  nearly 
ten  degrees  of  latitude  along  the  Pacific,  and  embracing  the  only  safe 
and  commodious  harbors  on  that  coast  for  many  hundred  miles,  with  a 
temperate  climate  and  an  extensive  interior  of  fertile  lands,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  estimate  its  wealth  until  it  shall  be  brought  under  the  govern- 
ment of  our  laws  and  its  resoturces  fully  developed.  From  its  position 
it  must  command  the  rich  commerce  of  China,  of  Asia,  of  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific,  of  western  Mexico,  of  Central  America,  the  South  American 
States,  and  of  the  Russian  possessions  bordering  on  that  ocean.  A  great 
emporium  will  doubtless  speedily  arise  on  the  Califomian  coast  which 
may  be  destined  to  rival  in  importance  New  Orleans  itself.  The  depot 
of  the  vast  commerce  which  must  exist  on  the  Pacific  will  probably  be  at 
some  point  on  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  and  will  occupy  the  same  relation 
to  the  whole  western  coast  of  that  ocean  as  New  Orleans  does  to  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  To  this  depot  our  numer- 
ous whale  ships  will  resort  with  their  cargoes  to  trade,  refit,  and  obtain 
supplies.  This  of  itself  will  largely  contribute  to  build  up  a  dty,  which 
would  soon  become  the  center  of  a  great  and  rapidly  increasing  commerce. 
Situated  on  a  safe  harbor,  sufficiently  capacious  for  all  the  navies  as  well 
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as  the  marine  of  the  world,  and  convenient  to  excellent  timber  for  ship- 
building, owned  by  the  United  States,  it  must  become  our  great  Westeni 
naval  depot  . 

It  was  known  that  mines  of  the  predoos  metals  existed  to  a  consder- 
able  extent  in  California  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition.  Recent  disco\-- 
eries  render  it  probable  that  these  mines  are  more  extensi\'e  and  valuable 
than  was  anticipated.  The  accounts  of  the  abundance  of  gold  ia  that 
territory  are  of  such  an  extraordinary  character  as  would  scarcely  com- 
mand belief  were  they  not  corroborated  by  the  authentic  reports  (rf  offi- 
cers in  the  public  ser\'ice  who  have  visited  the  mineral  district  and 
derived  the  facts  which  they  detail  from  personal  observation.  Reluc- 
tant to  credit  the  reports  in  general  circulation  as  to  the  quantity  of 
gold,  the  ofBcer  commanding  our  forces  in  California  visited  the  mineral 
district  in  July  last  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  accurate  information  on 
the  subject.  IIJs  report  to  the  War  Department  of  the  result  of  his 
examination  and  the  facts  obtained  on  the  spot  is  herewitli  laid  before 
Congress.  When  he  visited  the  country-  there  were  abont  4,000  persons 
engaged  in  collecting  gold.  There  is  every  reason  to  beUe^-e  that  the 
number  of  persons  so  employed  has  since  been  augmented.  The  explo- 
rations already  made  warrant  the  belief  that  the  supply  is  ver>'  large  and 
that  gold  is  found  at  various  places  in  an  extensive  district  of  country- 

Informatiou  received  from  officers  of  the  Navy  and  other 
though  not  so  full  and  minute,  confirms  the  accounts  of  the  commai 
of  our  military  force  in  California.  It  appears  also  from  these  report* 
that  mines  of  quicksilver  are  found  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  gold  region. 
One  of  them  is  now  being  worked,  and  is  believed  to  be  among  the  most 
productive  in  the  world. 

The  effects  produced  by  the  discovery  of  these  rich  mineral  deposits 
and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  labors  of  those  who  have  resorted 
to  them  have  produced  a  surprising  change  in  the  state  of  affairs  in  Cali- 
fornia. Labor  commands  a  most  exorbitant  price,  and  all  other  pursuits 
but  that  of  searching  for  the  precious  metals  are  abandoned.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  tlie  male  population  of  the  countrj'  have  gone  to  the  gold 
districts.  Ships  arriving  on  the  coast  are  deserted  by  their  crews  and 
their  voyages  saspcnded  for  want  of  sailors.  Our  commanding  officer 
there  entettaius  apprehensions  that  soldiers  can  not  be  kept  in  the  pub? 
lie  ser\-ice  without  a  large  increase  of  pay.  Desertions  in  his  commi 
have  become  frequent,  and  he  recommends  that  those  who  shall 
stand  the  strong  temptation  and  remain  faithful  should  be  rewarded. 

This  abundance  of  gold  and  the  all-engrossing  pursuit  of  it 
already  caused  in  Califooiia  an  unprecedented  rise  in  the  price  of  all 
necessaries  of  life. 

That  we  may  the  more  speedily  and  fully  avail  oursel\'es  of  the  unde- 
veloped wealth  of  these  mines,  it  is  deemed  of  \-ast  importance  that  a 
branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  Sutes  be  authorized  to  be 
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at  your  present  session  in  California.  Among  other  signal  advantages 
which  would  result  from  such  an  establishment  would  be  that  of  raising 
the  gold  to  its  par  value  in  that  territory.  A  branch  mint  of  the  United 
States  at  the  great  commercial  depot  on  the  west  coast  would  convert 
into  our  own  coin  not  only  the  gold  derived  from  our  own  rich  mines, 
but  also  the  bullion  and  specie  which  our  commerce  may  bring  from  the 
whole  west  coast  of  Central  and  South  America.  The  west  coast  of 
America  and  the  adjacent  interior  embrace  the  richest  and  best  mines 
of  Mexico,  New  Granada,  Central  America,  Chili,  and  Peru.  The  bul- 
lion and  specie  drawn  from  these  countries,  and  especially  from  those 
of  western  Mexico  and  Peru,  to  an  amount  in  value  of  many  millions 
of  dollars,  are  now  annually  diverted  and  carried  by  the  ships  of  Great 
Britain  to  her  own  ports,  to  be  recoined  or  used  to  sustain  her  national 
bank,  and  thus  contribute  to  increase  her  ability  to  command  so  much 
of  the  commerce  of  the  world.  If  a  branch  mint  be  established  at  the 
great  commercial  point  upon  that  coast,  a  vast  amount  of  bullion  and  spe- 
cie would  flow  thither  to  be  recoined,  and  pass  thence  to  New  Orleans, 
New  York,  and  other  Atlantic  cities.  T^e  amount  of  our  constitutional 
currency  at  home  would  be  greatly  increased,  while  its  circulation  abroad 
would  be  promoted.  It  is  well  known  to  our  merchants  trading  to  China 
and  the  west  coast  of  America  that  great  inconvenience  and  loss  are  ex- 
perienced from  the  fact  that  our  coins  are  not  current  at  their  par  value 
in  those  countries. 

The  powers  of  Europe,  far  removed  from  the  west  coast  of  America 
by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  intervenes,  and  by  a  tedious  and  danger- 
ous navigation  around  the  southern  cape  of  the  continent  of  America, 
can  never  successfully  compete  with  the  United  States  in  the  rich  and 
extensive  commerce  which  is  opened  to  us  at  so  much  less  cost  by  the 
acquisition  of  California. 

The  vast  importance  and  cpmmercial  advantages  of  California  have 
heretofore  remained  undeveloped  by  the  Government  of  the  country  of 
which  it  constituted  a  part.  Now  that  this  fine  province  is  a  part 
of  our  country,  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  some  more  immediately  and 
directly  than  others,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  speedy  development  of 
its  wealth  and  resources.  No  section  of  our  country  is  more  interested 
or  will  be  more  benefited  than  the  commercial,  navigating,  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  Eastern  States.  Our  planting  and  farming 
interests  in  every  part  of  the  Union  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  it.  As 
our  commerce  and  navigation  are  enlarged  and  extended,  our  exports  of 
agricultural  products  and  of  manufactures  will  be  increased,  and  in  the 
new  markets  thus  opened  they  can  not  fail  to  command  remunerating 
and  profitable  prices. 

The  acquisition  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  the  settlement  of  the 
Oregon  boundary,  and  the  annexation  of  Texas,  extending  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  are  results  which,  combined,  are  of  greater  consequence  and 
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will  add  nKff«  to  ttte  «Rn|[th  and  wedih  of  ite  MCiai 
bowprecRled  tlma  aincc  ffae  odopdon  aC  Ae  Gonaliliii 

Bat  toeSect  tbett  great  rmUs  not  ooly  C^SoEn^  bnt  Sinr  l 
mtttt  be  broog^it  iBwlPf  Ibe  coutwl  oc  lejfBU^y  uctpiuucn  g 
Tbe  cxwthifc  coaditiMi  €<  CaGfanm  nid  of  One  part  at  'Stm  Mottaa 
lyiner  wot  of  Ibe  Rm  Gtaode  aod  witboot  the  BmiC»  of  Tea 
rtMMfy  demands  tint  Coogrcas  abotdd  at  its  presEitt  seHitn 
Territorial  giwefmi»enM  over  tbe». 

Upon  the  excbaoKc  <rf  ratifiratjons  of  the  treaty  of  peace  wi&  9 
on  the  yjth  of  May  bat,  the  tempocary  gowemiuegta  arlncii  had  been 
establisher]  over  New  Mexico  and  Califocnta  fay  oar  mifitary  and  aaval 
commimlerji  by  virtae  of  the  rights  of  war  ceased  to  derive  ai^  obSga- 
tory  force  from  that  source  of  anthority,  and  baring  beoi  ceded  to  tbe 
I'nitcrf  State*,  all  Kovernmcnt  and  control  over  them  trnder  tbe  antbority 
of  Mexico  had  ceaacd  to  exist.  Impressed  with  the  nccesBiiy  of  estab- 
liohint;  Territorial  govenuncntA  over  them,  I  recommended  tbe  aobject 
to  the  favorable  cmsideration  of  Congress  in  my  mescage  comnmaicat- 
f  ng  the  ratified  treaty  of  peace,  on  the  6th  of  July  last,  and  invoked  tbeir 
action  at  that  season,  CongrcKi  adjourned  withoat  inakdiig  any  pro- 
viiiirm  for  Ihcir  gf»vcmnient.  The  inhabitants  by  tbe  transfer  of  tbeir 
country  had  become  entitled  to  the  tjenefit  of  our  laws  and  Consdtntion. 
arid  yet  were  left  without  any  regularly  organized  government.  Since 
that  time  the  very  limited  power  possessed  by  the  Executive  has  been 
exeTciKd  to  preserve  aiu!  protect  them  from  the  inevitable  conseqoences 
of  ■  Ktatc  of  anarchy.  Tbe  only  gox-emment  which  remained  was  that 
entabli.ohed  t^y  the  military  nuthority  during  the  war.  Regarding  tbis  to 
IfC  n  de  faelo  gfn'ernmenl,  and  that  by  the  presumed  consent  of  the  to- 
habitanlN  it  might  l)c  continued  temporarily,  they  were  ad\-ised  to  coo- 
form  and  nubmit  to  it  for  the  short  inter\'ening  period  before  Congress 
would  Again  OMemblc  and  could  legislate  on  the  subject.  The  \-iew3 
etilcrlniiicd  by  the  Executive  on  this  point  are  contained  in  a  commu- 
iiiciitir^i  fjf  the  Sccrctar>-  of  State  dated  the  7th  of  October  last,  which 
wan  forwarded  for  publication  to  California  and  Xew  Mexico,  a  copy  of 
which  In  herewith  Iranimiittcd.  The  small  military  force  of  the  Regular 
Army  which  woa  serving  within  the  limits  of  the  acquired  territories  at 
tbe  cloKe  of  the  war  wax  retained  in  them,  and  additional  forces  have 
been  ordered  there  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  to  preserve 
and  twctirc  tlic  rightH  and  Interests  of  the  United  States. 

No  revenue  has  been  or  could  be  collected  at  the  ports  in  California. 
bccnii»c  CongrcKs  failed  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  custom^booses 
or  the  n|ipointnicnt  of  officers  for  tliat  purpose. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  col- 
lectors cif  the  custom])  on  the  ylh  day  of  October  last,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  excidjicd  all  tlic  power  with  which  be  was  iaveated 
by  Uw. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  August  last,  extending  the  benefit 
of  our  post-office  laws  to  the  people  of  California,  the  Postmaster-General 
has  appointed  two  agents,  who  have  proceeded,  the  one  to  California  and 
the  other  to  Oregon,  with  authority  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  canying  its  provisions  into  e£fect. 

The  monthly  line  of  mail  steamers  from  Panama  to  Astoria  has  been 
required  to  **stop  and  deliver  and  take  mails  at  San  Diego,  Monterey, 
and  San  Francisco/'  These  mail  steamers,  connected  by  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  with  the  line  of  mail  steamers  on  the  Atlantic  between  New 
York  and  Chagres,  will  establish  a  regular  mail  communication  with 
California. 

It  is  oiu"  solemn  duty  to  provide  with  the  least  practicable  delay  for 
New  Mexico  and  California  regularly  organized  Territorial  governments. 
The  causes  of  the  failure  to  do  this  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  are 
well  known  and  deeply  to  be  regretted.  With  the  opening  prospects 
of  increased  prosperity  and  national  greatness  which  the  acquisition  of 
these  rich  and  extensive  territorial  possessions  affords,  how  irrational 
it  would  be  to  forego  or  to  reject  these  advantages  by  the  agitation  of  a 
domestic  question  which  is  coeval  with  the  existence  of  our  Government 
itself,  and  to  endanger  by  internal  strifes,  geographical  divisions,  and 
heated  contests  for  political  power,  or  for  any  other  cause,  the  harmony 
of  the  glorious  Union  of  our  confederated  States — ^that  Union  which 
binds  us  together  as  one  people,  and  which  for  sixty  years  has  been  our 
shield  and  protection  against  every  danger.  In  the  eyes  of  the  world 
and  of  posterity  how  trivial  and  insignificant  will  be  all  our  internal 
divisions  and  struggles  compHred  with  the  preservation  of  this  Union 
of  the  States  in  all  its  vigor  and  with  all  its  countless  blessings!  No  pa- 
triot would  foment  and  excite  geographical  and  sectional  divisions.  No 
lover  of  his  country  would  deliberately  calculate  the  value  of  the  Union. 
Future  generations  would  look  in  amazement  upon  the  folly  of  such 
a  course.  Other  nations  at  the  present  day  would  look  upon  it  with 
astonishment,  and  such  of  them  as  desire  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
thrones  and  monarchical  or  aristocratical  principles  will  view  it  with 
exultation  and  dehght,  because  in  it  they  will  see  the  elements  of  fac- 
tion, which  they  hope  must  ultimately  overturn  our  system.  Ours  is 
the  great  example  of  a  prosperous  and  free  self-governed  republic,  com- 
manding the  admiration  and  the  imitation  of  all  the  lovers  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world.  How  solemn,  therefore,  is  the  duty,  how  impress- 
ive the  call  upon  us  and  upon  all  parts  of  our  country,  to  cultivate  a 
patriotic  spirit  of  harmony,  of  good-fellowship,  of  compromise  and  mutual 
concession,  in  the  administration  of  the  incomparable  S3rstem  of  govern- 
ment formed  by  our  fathers  in  the  midst  of  almost  insuperable  difficul- 
ties, and  transmitted  to  us  with  the  injunction  that  we  should  enjoy  its 
blessings  and  hand  it  down  unimpaired  to  those  who  may  come  after  us. 

In  view  of  the  high  and  responsible  dutie*  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
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negotiated  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws,  and  including  Treasury-  nol 
amounted  at  that  time  to  $65,778,450.41, 

Funded  stock  of  the  United  States  amounting  to  about  lialf  a  miUiolj 
of  dollars  has  been  purchased,  as  authorized  by  law.  since  that  periot 
and  the  public  debt  has  thus  been  reduced,  the  details  of  which  will  I 
presented  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Sccretarj'  of  the  Treasury'. 

The  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  submitted  by 
the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treasury',  it  is  beheved  will  be  ample  for  all  neces- 
sary purposes.  If  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  shall  not  exceed 
the  amount  estimated,  the  means  in  the  Treasury  will  be  sufBdent  to 
defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  to  pay  off  the  nest  install- 
ment of  $3,000,000  to  Mexico,  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30th  of  May 
next,  and  still  a  cousiderable  siu-plus  will  remain,  which  should  be  ap- 
phed  to  the  further  purchase  of  the  pubhc  stoct  and  reduction  of  the 
debt.  Should  enlarged  appropriations  be  made,  the  uecessarj'  conse- 
quence fA)!  be  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Though  our  debt, 
as  compared  with  that  of  most  other  nations,  is  small,  it  is  our  true  policy, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  that  we  should  pre- 
sent to  the  world  the  rare  spectacle  of  a  great  Republic,  possessing  %-ast 
resources  and  wealth,  wholly  exempt  from  public  indebtedness.  This 
would  add  stilt  more  to  our  strength,  and  gi\e  to  us  a  still  more  com^^ 
manding  position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  public  expenditures  should  be  economical,  and  be  confined  to  su( 
necessary  objects  as  are  clearly  within  the  powers  of  Congress, 
such  as  are  not  absolutely  demanded  should  be  postponed,  and  the  p 
ment  of  the  public  debt  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  should  be  1 
cardinal  principle  of  our  pubhc  policy. 

For  the  reason  assigned  in  my  last  annual  message,  I  repeat  the  rec- 
ommendation that  a  branch  of  the  Mint,  of  the  United  States  be  estab- 
lished at  the  city  of  New  York.  The  importance  of  this  measure  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  acquisition  of  the  rich  mines  of  the  precious 
metals  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  especially  in  the  latter. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  gradua- 
tion and  reduction  of  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have  been  J 
long  offered  in  the  market  and  have  remained  unsold,  and  in  favor  c 
extending  the  rights  of  preemption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  unsurvey* 
as  well  as  the  surveyed  lands. 

The  condition  and  operations  of  the  Array  and  the  state  of  other 
branches  of  the  public  ser\'ice  under  the  supervision  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment are  satisfactorily  presented  in  the  accompanj-ing  report  of  the  Sec- 
retarj'  of  War. 

On  the  return  of  peace  our  forces  were  withdrawn  from  Mexico,  and 
the  volunteers  au<l  that  portion  of  the  Regular  Army  engaged  for  the 
war  were  disbanded,  Orders  have  been  issued  for  stationing  the  forces 
of  our  permanent  establishment  at  various  portions  in  our  extended 
iitry  where  troops  may  be  r«iuJrcd.    Owing  to  the  remoteness  of  » 
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of  these  positions,  the  detachments  have  not  yet  reached  their  destina- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  our  country  and 
the  forces  required  in  the  new  territories,  it  is  confidently  believed  that 
our  present  military  establishment  is  sufficient  for  all  exigencies  so  long 
as  our  peaceful  relations  remain  undisturbed. 

Of  the  amount  of  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,  the  sum 
of  $769,650  was  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  due 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  further  sum  of  $346,369.30  has 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  unexpended  balances  still  remain  in 
the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  and  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  col- 
lection of  these  moneys.  After  the  proclamation  of  peace  no  further 
disbiursements  were  made  of  any  unexpended  moneys  arising  from  this 
source.  The  balances  on  hand  were  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
tuy,  and  individual  claims  on  the  fund  will  remain  unadjusted  until  Con- 
gress shall  authorize  their  settlement  and  payment.  These  claims  are 
not  considerable  in  number  or  amount. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  legislation 
on  this  subject. 

Our  Indian  relations  are  presented  in  a  most  favorable  view  in  the 
report  from  the  War  Department.  The  wisdom  of  our  policy  in  regard 
to  the  tribes  within  our  limits  is  clearly  manifested  by  their  improved 
and  rapidly  improving  condition. 

A  most  important  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  has  been  recently 
negotiated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AiFairs  in  person,  by  which 
all  their  land  in  the.  State  of  Wisconsin — ^being  about  4,000,000  acres — 
has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  This  treaty  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  ratification  at  an  early  period  of  your  present  session. 

Within  the  last  four  years  eight  important  treaties  have  been  nego- 
tiated with  different  Indian  tribes,  and  at  a  cost  of  $1,842,000;  Indian 
lands  to  the  amount  of  more  than  18,500,000  acres  have  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  settling  in  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  the  tribes  which  occupied  this  large 
extent  of  the  public  domain.  The  title  to  all  the  Indian  lands  within 
the  several  States  of  our  Union,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  res- 
ervations, is  now  extinguished,  and  a  vast  region  opened  for  settlement 
and  cultivation. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives  a  sat- 
isfactory exhibit  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service. 

A  ntunber  of  small  vessels,  suitable  for  entering  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
were  judiciously  purchased  during  the  war,  and  gave  great  efficiency  to 
the  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  return  of  peace,  when  no 
longer  valuable  for  naval  purposes,  and  liable  to  constant  deterioration, 
they  were  sold  and  the  money  placed  in  the  Tt^easury. 
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The  restriction  north  of  the  line  was  only  yielded  to  in  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri and  Texas  upon  a  principle  of  compromise,  made  necessarj-  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  harmony  and  possibly  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

It  was  upon  these  considerations  that  at  the  close  of  your  last  ses- 
sion I  gave  my  sanction  to  the  principle  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
line  by  appro^dng  and  signing  the  bill  to  establish  ' '  the  Territorial  go\"- 
emmenl  of  Oregon."  From  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  harmony  of 
the  Uuion,  and  iu  deference  for  the  acts  of  my  predecessors,  I  felt  con- 
strained to  yield  my  acquiescence  to  the  extent  to  which  they  bad  gone 
in  compromising  this  dehcate  and  dangerous  question.  But  if  Congress 
shall  now  reverse  the  decision  by  which  the  Missouri  compromise  was 
effected,  and  shall  propose  to  extend  the  restriction  over  the  whole  ter- 
ritory, south  as  well  as  north  of  the  parallel  of  36"  30',  it  will  cease  to 
be  a  compromiM,  and  must  be  regarded  as  an  original  question. 

If  Congress,  mstead  of  observing  the  course  of  noninterference,  leav- 
ing the  adoption  of  their  own  domestic  insritutions  to  the  people  who 
may  inhabit  these  territories,  or  if,  instead  of  extending  the  Missouri 
compromise  hue  to  the  Pacific,  shall  prefer  to  submit  the  legal  and  con- 
stitutional questions  which  may  arise  to  the  decision  of  the  judicial  tril 
nals,  as  was  proposed  in  a  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  j'our 
session,  an  adjustment  may  be  effected  in  this  mode.  If  the  whole  sal 
ject  be  referred  to  the  judiciary,  all  parts  of  the  Union  should  chi 
acquiesce  in  the  final  decision  of  the  tribunal  created  by  the  Constitutiaa 
for  the  settlement  of  all  questions  which  may  arise  under  the  Constittt* 
tion,  treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  is  earnestly  invoked,  for  the  sake  of  the  Union,  its  harmony, 
and  our  continued  prosperity  as  a  nation,  to  adjust  at  its  present  sesdoo 
this,  the  only  dangerous  question  which  hes  in  our  path,  if  not  in  some 
one  of  the  modes  suggested,  in  some  other  which  may  be  satisfactory. 

In  anticipation  of  the  establishment  of  regular  governments  over  the 
acquired  territories,  a  joint  commission  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  California  and  Oregon  for  the 
purpose  of  making  reconnoissances  and  a  report  as  to  the  proper  sites 
for  the  erection  of  fortifications  or  other  defensive  works  on  land  and  of 
suitable  situations  for  naval  stations.  The  information  which  may  be 
expected  from  a  scientific  and  skillful  examination  of  the  whole  face  oE 
the  coast  will  be  eminently  useful  to  Congress  when  they  come  to 
sider  the  propriety  of  making  appropriations  for  these  great  nati< 
objects.  Proper  defenses  on  land  will  be  necessary  for  the  security 
protection  of  our  passessious,  and  the  establishment  of  na%"j'-yards 
dock  for  the  repair  aiid  construction  of  vessels  will  be  important  al 
our  Navy  and  commercial  marine.  Without  such  establishments 
vessel,  whether  of  the  Navy  or  of  the  merchant  ser\Hce,  requiring 
must  at  great  expense  come  round  Cape  Horn  to  one  of  our  A1 
>'ards  fot  tliat  putpose.    With  such  establishments  vessels,  it  is  bdJ< 
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may  be  built  or  repaired  as  cheaply  in  California  as  upon  the  Atlantic 
coast.  They  would  give  employment  to  many  of  our  enterprising  ship- 
builders and  mechanics  and  greatly  facilitate  and  enlarge  our  commerce 
in  the  Pacific. 

As  it  is  ascertained  that,  mines  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  quicksilver 
exist  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  that  nearly  all  the  lands  where 
they  are  found  belong  to  the  United  States,  it  is  deemed  important  to 
the  public  interest  that  provision  be  made  for  a  geological  and  mineral- 
ogical  examination  of  these  regions.  Measures  should  be  adopted  to  pre- 
serve the  mineral  lands,  especially  such  as  contain  the  precious  metals, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or,  if  brought  into  market,  to  sepa- 
rate them  from  the  farming  lands  and  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner 
as  to  secure  a  large  return  of  money  to  the  Treasury  and  at  the  same 
time  to  lead  to  the  development  of  their  wealth  by  individual  proprie- 
tors and  purchasers.  To  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  an 
immediate  survey  and  location  of  the  lots.  If  Congress  should  deem 
it  proper  to  dispose  of  the  mineral  lands,  they  should  be  sold  in  small 
quantities  and  at  a  fixed  minimum  price. 

I  recommend  that  surveyors-general*sofl5ces  be  authorized  to  be  estab- 
lished in  New  Mexico  and  California  and  provision  made  for  surve3ring 
and  bringing  the  public  lands  into  market  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period.  In  disposing  of  these  lands,  I  recommend  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption be  secured  and  liberal  grants  made  to  the  early  emigrants  who 
have  settled  or  may  settle  upon  them.  # 

It  will  be  important  to  extend  our  revenue  laws  over  these  territories, 
and  especially  over  California,  at  an  early  period.  There  is  already  a 
considerable  commerce  with  California,  and  until  ports  of  entry  shall  be 
estabHshed  and  collectors  appointed  no  revenue  can  be  received. 

If  these  and  other  necessary  and  proper  measures  be  adopted  for  the 
development  of  the  wealth  and  resources  of  New  Mexico  and  California 
and  regular  Territorial  governments  be  established  over  them,  such  will 
probably  be  the  rapid  enlargement  of  our  commerce  and  navigation  and 
such  the  addition  to  the  national  wealth  that  the  present  generation  may 
live  to  witness  the  controlling  commercial  and  monetary  power  of  the 
world  transferred  from  London  and  other  European  emporiums  to  the 
city  of  New  York. 

The  apprehensions  which  were  entertained  by  some  of  our  statesmen 
in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Government  that  our  system  was  incapable 
of  operating  with  sufficient  energy  and  success  over  largely  extended 
territorial  Umits,  and  that  if  this  were  attempted  it  would  fall  to  pieces 
by  its  own  weakness,  have  been  dissipated  by  our  experience.  By  the 
division  of  power  between  the  States  and  Federal  Government  the  latter 
is  found  to  operate  with  as  much  energy  in  the  extremes  as  in  the  center. 
It  is  as  efficient  in  the  remotest  of  the  thirty  States  which  now  compose 
the  Union  as  it  was  in  the  thirteen  States  which  formed  our  Constitu- 
tion. Indeed,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  if  our  present  population 
had  been  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  original  thirteen  States  the 
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tendencies  to  centralization  and  consolidation  would  not  have  been  sticli 
as  to  have  encroached  upon  the  essential  reserved  rights  of  the  States, 
and  thus  to  have  made  the  Federal  Government  a  widely  different  one. 
practically,  from  what  it  is  in  theory  and  was  intended  to  be  by  its 
framers.  So  far  from  entertaining  apprehensions  of  the  safety  of  our 
systan  by  the  extension  of  our  territory,  the  belief  is  confidently  enter- 
tained that  each  new  State  gives  strength  and  an  additional  guaranty  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  itself. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
and  of  the  act  of  July  29,  1848.  claims  of  our  citizens,  which  had  been 
"already  liquidated  and  decided,  against  the  Mexican  Republic"  amount- 
ing, with  the  interest  thereon,  to  $2.023.832.5 1  have  been  Uquidaled  and 
paid.     There  remain  to  be  paid  of  these  claims  $74,192.26. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  having  made  uo  provision  for  executing  the 
fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty,  by  which  the  United  States  assume  to  make 
satisfaction  for  the  ' '  unliquidated  claims ' '  of  our  citizens  against  Mexico 
to  "an  amount  not  exceeding  three  and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars." 
the  subject  is  again  recommended  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  took  place  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1848.  \\'ithiu  one  year  after  that  time  the  commis- 
sioner and  sur\'eyor  which  each  Government  stipulates  to  appoint  are 
required  to  meet  ' '  at  the  port  of  San  Diego  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark 
the  said  boundary'  in  i|s  whole  course  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte. ' '  It  wiU  he  seen  from  this  provision  that  the  period  within  which 
a  commissioner  and  surveyor  of  the  respective  Governments  are  to  meet 
at  San  Diego  will  expire  on  the  30th  of  May.  1849.  Congress  at  the 
close  of  its  last  session  made  an  appropriation  for  "the  expenses  of  mu- 
lling and  marking  the  boimdary  line"  between  the  two  countries,  but 
did  not  fix  the  amount  of  salary  which  should  be  paid  to  the  cominis- 
siouer  and  surveyor  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  desirable  that  the  amount  of  compensation  which  they  shall  i 
should  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  not  left,  as  at  present,  to  Kxecutivi 
discretion. 

Measures  were  adopted  at  the  earhest  practicable  period  to  organize  ' 
the  "Territorial  government  of  Oregon."  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
i4tb  of  August  last.     The  governor  and  marshal  of  the  Territory,  accom- 
panied by  a  small  mibtary  escort,  left  the  frontier  of  Missouri  in  Septet 
ber  last,  and  took  the  southern  route,  by  the  way  of  Santa  Fe  and  I 
river  Gila,  to  California,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  thence  in  a 
our  vessels  of  war  to  their  destination.      The  governor  was  fully  advi 
of  the  great  importance  of  his  early  arrival  in  the  country,  and  it  i; 
fideutly  beheved  he  may  reach  Oregon  in  the  latter  part  of  the  f 
month  or  early  in  the  next.     The  other  officers  for  the  Tcrritor>'  1 
proceeded  by  sea. 

In  the  montii  of  May  last  I  communicated  information  to  Congnss 
that  an  Indian  war  had  broken  out  in  Oregon,  and  recommended  t 
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authority  be  given  to  raise  an  adequate  number  of  volunteers  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  assistance  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  Territory. 
The  authority  to  raise  such  a  force  not  having  been  granted  by  Congress, 
as  soon  as  their  services  could  be  dispensed  with  in  Mexico  orders  were 
issued  to  the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  to  proceed  to  JefiFerson  Bar- 
racks, in  Missouri,  and  to  prepare  to  march  to  Oregon  as  soon  as  the  nec- 
essary provision  could  be  made.  Shortly  before  it  was  ready  to  march  it 
was  arrested  by  the  provision  of  the  act  passed  by  Congress  on  the  last 
day  of  the  last  session,  which  directed  that  all  the  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates  of  that  regiment  who  had  been  in  service 
in  Mexico  should,  upon  their  application,  be  entitled  to  be  discharged. 
The  effect  of  this  provision  was  to  disband  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  before  their  places  could  be  filled  by  recruits  the  season  had  so 
far  advanced  that  it  was  impracticable  for  it  to  proceed  imtil  the  opening 
of  the  next  spring. 

In  the  month  of  October  last  the  accompanying  communication  was 
received  from  the  governor  of  the  temporary  government  of  Oregon, 
giving  information  of  the  continuance  of  the  Indian  disturbances  and 
of  the  destitution  and  defenseless  condition  of  the  inhabitants.  Orders 
were  immediately  transmitted  to  the  commander  of  our  squadron  in  the 
Pacific  to  dispatch  to  their  assistance  a  part  of  the  naval  forces  on  that 
station,  to  furnish  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  continue  to 
give  them  such  aid  and  protection  as  the  Navy  could  afford  until  the 
Army  couid  reach  the  country. 

It  is  the  policy  of  humanity,  and  one  which  has  always  been  pursued 
by  the  United  States,  to  cultivate  the  good  will  of  the  aboriginal  tribes 
of  this  continent  and  to  restrain  them  from  making  war  and  indulging 
in  excesses  by  mild  means  rather  than  by  force.  That  this  could  have 
been  done  with  the  tribes  in  Oregon  had  that  Territory  been  brought 
under  the  government  of  our  laws  at  an  earlier  period,  and  had  other 
suitable  measures  been  adopted  by  Congress,  such  as  now  exist  in  our 
intercourse  with  the  other  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  can  not  be 
doubted.  Indeed,  the  immediate  and  only  cause  of  the  existing  hostility 
of  the  Indians  of  Oregon  is  represented  to  have  been  the  long  delay  of  the 
United  States  in  making  to  them  some  trifling  compensation,  in  such 
articles  as  they  wanted,  for  the  country  now  occupied  by  our  emigrants, 
which  the  Indians  claimed  and  over  which  they  formerly  roamed.  This 
compensation  had  been  promised  to  them  by  the  temporary  government 
established  in  Oregon,  but  its  fulfillment  had  been  postponed  from  time 
to  time  for  nearly  two  years,  whilst  those  who  made  it  had  been  anxiously 
waiting  for  Congress  to  establish  a  Territorial  government  over  the  coun- 
try. Thq  Indians  became  at  length,  distrustful  of  their  good  faith  and 
sought  redress  by  plunder  and  massacre,  which  finally  led  to  the  present 
difficulties.  A  few  thousand  dollars  in  suitable  presents,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  country  which  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  our  citizens, 
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would  hav'e  satisfied  the  Indians  and  have  prevented  the  war.  A  smaO 
amount  properh-  distributed,  it  is  coofideutly  believed,  would  socm  restore 
quiet.  In  this  Indian  war  our  fellow -dtlzens  of  Oregon  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  the  field  in  their  own  defense,  have  performed  valuable 
military  services,  and  been  subjected  to  expenses  which  have  fallen  heav- 
ily upon  them.  Justice  demands  that  provision  should  be  made  by  Con- 
gress to  compensate  them  for  their  ser^'ices  and  to  refund  to  them  tJjc 
necessary  expenses  which  they  have  incurred. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  provi- 
sion be  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  Indian  agents 
to  reside  among  the  tribes  of  Oregon,  and  that  a  small  sum  be  aj^nopri- 
ated  to  enable  these  agents  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  them.  If 
this  be  done,  the  presence  of  a  small  military  force  will  be  all  that  is  nec- 
essary to  keep  them  in  check  and  preserve  peace.  I  recommend  that 
similar  provisions  be  made  as  regards  tie  tribes  inhabiting  northern 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  California,  and  the  extensive  region  Ij-ing  between 
our  settlements  in  Missouri  and  these  possessions,  as  the  most  effective 
means  of  preserving  peace  upon  our  borders  and  within  the  recently 
acquired  territories. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  present  in  his  annual  reportl 
highly  satisfactory  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances. 

The  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  00  the  30th  of  June  last  were  of 
the  value  of  $154,977,876,  of  which  the  amount  exported  was  $3 1 , 1 28,010, 
leaving  $133,849,866  in  the  countrj'  for  domestic  use.  The  Vj^lue  of  the 
exports  for  the  same  period  was  $154, 032, 131,  consisting  of  domestic  pro- 
ductions amounting  to  $133,904,131  and  $21,128,010  of  foreign  articles. 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  same  period,  exclusive  of  los 
amounted  to  $35,436,750.59,  of.which  there  was  derived  from  custai 
$3', 757-070-96-  from  sales  of  public  lauds  $3,328,642.56.  and  from  t 
cellaneous  and  incidental  sources  $351,037.07. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  revenue  from  customs  for  the  last  fis- 
cal year  exceeded  by  $757,070.96  the  estimate  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  last  annual  report,  and  that  the  aggregate  receipts  dot- 
ing the  same  period  from  customs,  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources  also 
exceeded  the  estimate  by  the  sura  of  $536,750.59,  indicating,  however, 
a  very  near  approach  in  ttie  estimate  to  the  actual  result. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June 
la-it,  including  those  for  the  war  and  exclusive  of  payments  of  principal 
and  interest  for  the  public  debt,  were  $42.81 1,970.03, 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal  >-^ 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June.  1849.  including  the  balance  in  the  Tr«i 
ury  on  the  ist  of  July  last,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $57,048,969.9 
of  which  $32,000,000.  it  is  estimated,  will  be  derivetl  from  custn 
$3,000,000  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  $1 ,200.000  from  e 
oelluieous  and  incidental  sources,  including  the  piunium  upoa  the  b 
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and  the  amount  paid  and  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  mili- 
tary contributions  in  Mexico,  and  the  sales  of  arms  and  vessels  and  other 
public  property  rendered  unnecessary  for  the  use  of  the  Government 
by  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  $20,695,435.30  from  loans  already 
negotiated,  including  Treasury  notes  funded,  which,  together  with  the 
balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  of  July  last,  make  the  sum  estimated. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  including  the  necessary  pay- 
ment on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  first  installment  due  to  Mexico  on  the  30th 
of  May  next,  and  other  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  war  to  be  paid 
during  the  present  year,  will  amount,  including  the  reimbursement  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  the  sum  of  $54,195,275.06,  leaving  an  estimated  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  of  July,  1849,  of  $2,853,694.84. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  present,  as  required  by  law,  the 
estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The 
expenditures  as  estimated  for  that  year  are  $33,213,152.73,  including 
$3,799,102.18  for  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  and  $3,540,000  for  the 
principal  and  interest  due  to  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  May,  1850,  leaving 
the  sum  of  $25,874,050.35,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  ample  for  the 
ordinary  peace  expenditures. 

The  operations  of  the  tariff  act  of  1846  have  been  such  during  the  past 
year  as  fully  to  meet  the  public  expectation  and  to  confirm  the  opin- 
ion heretofore  expressed  of  the  wisdom  of  the  change  in  our  revenue 
system  which  was  efiFected  by  it.  The  receipts  under  it  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  first  fiscal  year  after  its  enactment  exceeded  by  the  sum  of 
$5,044,403.09  the  amount  collected  during  the  last  fiscal  year  under  the 
tariff  act  of  1842,  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1846.  The  total  revenue 
realized  from  the  commencement  of  its  operation,  on  the  ist  of  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  until  the  close  of  the  last  quarter,  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  being  twenty-two  months,  was  $56,654,563.79,  being  a  much  larger 
sum  than  was  ever  brfore  received  from  duties  during  any  equal  period 
under  the  tariff  acts  of  1824,  1828,  1832,  and  1842.  Whilst  by  the 
repeal  of  highly  protective  and  prohibitory  duties  the  revenue  has  been 
increased,  the  taxes  on  the  people  have  been  diminished.  They  have 
been  relieved  from  the  heavy  amounts  with  which  they  were  burthened 
tmder  former  laws  in  the  form  of  increased  prices  or  bounties  paid  to 
favored  classes  and  pursuits. 

The  predictions  which  were  made  that  the  tariff  act  of  1846  would 
reduce  the  amount  of  revenue  below  that  collected  under  the  act  of  1842, 
and  would  prostrate  the  business  and  destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, have  not  been  verified.  With  an  increased  and  increasing  revenue, 
the  finances  are  in  a  highly  flourishing  condition.  Agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  are  prosperous;  the  prices  of  manufactured  fab- 
rics and  of  other  products  are  much  less  injuriously  affected  than  was  to 
have  been  anticipated  from  the  unprecedented  revulsions  which  during 
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tbelait  amA  the  pnmmt  year  ham  wamitdmtA  ftc  iwiitTy  aadj 
Jyaed  Ike  credit  miconmatxai  aoaamygreata 
«f  EtiKifie. 


to  tlcfircM  *Mt  often  to  sffect  ^Mitrowaly  alaKMl  etvrr  tnadi  ti  Aavu- 
cao  indnMrjr.  Tbc  temfxirarjr  depfCMicn  of  a  partial  of  anr  maamdmB- 
tarinti  iiHcraU  i>  (be  eftect  of  ioRSgn  euwe*.  and  »  far  ks  senre  tkan 
hu  |««rvail«l  oa  all  former  rinolar  nfriwn— 

It  M  bdincd  that,  IooIodk  to  the  gnat  aggre^te  at  all  onr  iiUaetfa, 
the  wbt4ecoaiitry«n»  never  mare  proaperans  than  at  tbepresetit  penod. 
and  nevtr  more  rapidljr  advancing'  in  mahb  and  populatjoa.  Xestbo- 
the  forcifn  war  in  whidi  we  have  heat  inrolved,  nor  the  loans  wUch 
have  alwirlwd  so  large  a  portion  of  our  capital,  nor  the  commercial  renil- 
■toa  in  Cfeal  Hritaiii  in  1847,  lutt  the  paTat,vsis  of  credit  and  *«*""-"*• 
thnwghottl  Rurope  in  (848,  have  aSected  injttnotisly  to  any  o 
extent  any  of  the  f^cat  intcreiitft  of  the  coantry  or  arrested  oar  0 
inarcli  to  Kreatneas,  wealth,  and  power. 

Had  the  diilnrleinm  in  Kurtipe  not  occurred,  our  oocunerce  m^mM 
tirKloulrtedly  have  beeii  still  more  extended,  and  would  have  added  still 
iii'jrc  X'l  tilt-  iiiitioiiiil  wciiltli  and  jniblic  prosperity,  But  notwithstanding 
(heac  disturbances,  the  opemtioDs  of  the  revenue  s>'Steoi  established  by 
the  tariff  act  of  1846  have  been  no  generally  beneficial  to  the  Go\-cni- 
tneiit  and  the  bttainoM  of  the  country  that  no  change  in  its  jH^cnisians 
in  deniiiudei)  t)y  a  wm  ffubUc  policy,  and  none  is  recommended. 

The  opcratiinM  of  the  conatitutional  treasury  established  by  the  act 
of  the  bth  of  August,  1846,  in  the  receipt,  cnstody,  and  disbursement  of 
the  iJublic  money  have  continued  to  be  successful.     Under  this  sys- 
tem the  public  finaucuti  have  t>een  carried  through  a  foreign  war.  in\'oiv- 
ing  the  iirccMity  of  luuna  and  extraordinary  expenditures  and  requiring 
difflaiit  trauh(erft  and  disbursements,  without  embarrassment,  and  no  loss 
luui  occurred  of  any  of  the  public  nuincy  deposited  under  its  provisions.. 
WliiUt  it  has  proved  to  be  safe  and  u.>ieful  to  the  Government,  its  effects 
luive  U-cu  moiit  beneficial  upon  the  business  of  the  countrj-.     It  has 
tended  powerfully  to  secure  au  exemption  from  that  inflation  and  fliu 
tuatltni  of  the  paper  currency  ao  injurioiui  to  domestic  industrj-  and  r 
dtriiiK  ^'  uncertain  the  rewards  of  labor,  and.  it  is  believed,  lias  largi 
cijutribiiteil  tu  preserve  tlie  whole  country  from  a  serious  cotnmei 
revul-iion,  such  as  often  occurred  luider  the  bauk  deport  system, 
the  year  1H47  there  was  a  revulsion  in  the  budness  of  Great  Britain  < 
great  extent  and  intensity,  which  wa.i  followed  hy  failiu'cs  in  that  Kini 
doiii  unprecedented  in  tmnibcT  and  amount  of  losses.    This  is  I 
lu  lie  the  fir.st  itustance  when  such  di-sastrous  baiihruptcies,  a 
in  a  country  \Wih  which  v^  have  such  extensi^'e  commerce,  prodtn 
little  i>r  no  itijttricins  effect  upon  our  trade  or  currency.     We  remained 
hut  little  nffecte*!  in  oiir  money  market,  and  our  bnsiiiess  and  indtutry 
e  still  pnMtperotts  and  p 
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During  the  present  year  nearly  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  has 
been  convulsed  by  civil  war  and  revolutions,  attended  by  numerous 
bankruptcies,  by  an  unprecedented  fall  in  their  pubUc  securities,  and  an 
almost  universal  paralysis  of  commerce  and  industry;  and  yet,  although 
our  trade  and  the  prices  of  our  products  must  have  been  somewhat 
unfavorably  afEected  by  these  causes,  we  have  escaped  a  revulsion,  our 
money  market  is  comparatively  easy,  and  pubUc  and  private  credit  have 
advanced  and  improved. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  we  have  been  saved  from  their  effect  by 
the  salutary  operation  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  It  is  certain  that 
if  the  twenty-four  millions  of  specie  imported  into  the  country  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  had  gone  into  the  banks, 
as  to  a  great  extent  it  must  have  done,  it  would  in  the  absence  of  this 
system  have  been  made  the  basis  of  augmented  bank  paper  issues,  prob- 
ably to  an  amount  not  less  than  $60,000,000  or  $70,000,000,  producing, 
as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  an  inflated  cmrency,  extravagant  prices 
for  a  time  and  wild  speculation,  which  must  have  been  followed,  on  the 
reflux  to  Europe  the  succeeding  year  of  so  much  of  that  specie,  by 
the  prostration  of  the  business  of  the  country,  the  suspension  of  the 
banks,  and  most  extensive  bankruptcies.  Occurring,  as  this  would  have 
done,  at  a  period  when  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  when 
considerable  loans  of  specie  were  required  for  distant  disbursements,  and 
when  the  banks,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  and  the  deposi- 
tories of  its  money,  were  suspended,  the  pubHc  credit  must  have  stmk, 
and  many  miUions  of  dollars,  as  was  the  case  during  the  War  of  1812, 
must  have  been  sacrificed  in  discounts  upon  loans  and  upon  the  depreci- 
ated paper  currency  which  the  Government  would  have  been  compelled 
to  use. 

Under  the  operations  of  the. constitutional  treasury  not  a  dollar  has 
been  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  The  loans  required  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico  were  negotiated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  above  par,  realizing  a  large  premium  to  the  Government.  The 
restraining  effect  of  the  system  upon  the  tendencies  to  excessive  paper 
issues  by  banks  has  saved  the  Government  from  heavy  losses  and  thou- 
sands of  our  business  men  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  wisdom  of 
the  system  has  been  tested  by  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years,  and 
it  is  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  that  it  should  remain  undistiu-bed.  The 
modifications  in  some  of  the  details  of  this  measure,  involving  none  of 
its  essential  principles,  heretofore  recommended,  are  again  presented  for 
your  favorable  consideration. 

In  my  message  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  transmitting  to  Congress  the 
ratified  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In  reiterating  that 
recommendation  I  refer  you  to  the  considerations  presented  in  that  mes- 
sage in  its  support.    The  pubUc  debt,  including  that  authorized  to  be 
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negotiated  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws,  and  including  Treasury  n 
amounted  at  tliat  time  to  $65,778,450.41. 

Funded  stock  of  the  United  States  amounting  to  about  half  a  i 
of  dollars  has  been  purchased,  as  authorized  by  law,  ance  that  peritid. 
and  the  public  debt  has  thus  been  reduced,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
presented  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

The  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  submitted  bjr 
the  Secretar)'  of  the  Treasurj-,  it  is  believed  will  be  ample  for  all  neces- 
sary purposes.  If  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  shall  not  exceed 
the  amount  estimated,  the  means  in  the  Treasury  will  be  sufficient  to 
defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  to  pay  off  tlie  oext  install- 
ment of  $3,000,000  to  Mexico,  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30th  of  May 
next,  and  still  a  considerable  surplus  will  remain,  which  shouM  be  ap- 
plied to  the  further  purchase  of  the  public  stock  and  reduction  of  the 
debt.  Should  enlarged  appropriations  be  made,  the  necessary  conse- 
quence will  be  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Though  our  debt, 
as  compared  with  that  of  most  other  nations,  is  small,  it  is  our  true  policy, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  that  we  should  pre- 
sent to  the  world  the  rare  spectacle  of  a  great  Republic,  possessing  vast 
resources  and  wealth,  wholly  exempt  from  public  indebtedness.  This 
would  add  still  more  to  our  strength,  and  give  to  us  a  still  more  c 
manding  position  among  the  nations  of  the  eartli. 

The  public  expenditures  should  be  economical,  and  be  confined  to  si 
necessary  objects  as  are  clearly  within  the  powers  of  Congress. 
such  as  are  not  absolutely  demanded  should  be  postponed,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  should  be  a 
cardinal  principle  of  our  public  policy. 

For  the  reason  assigned  in  my  last  annual  message,  I  repeat  the  r 
ommendation  that  a  branch  of  the  Mint,  of  the  United  States  be  e 
lished  at  the  city  of  New  York.  The  importance  of  this  measure  t 
greatly  increased  by  the  acquisition  of  the  rich  mines  of  the  predoua 
metals  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  especially  in  the  latter, 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  gradua- 
tion and  reduction  of  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have  fc 
long  offered  in  the  market  and  have  remained  unsold,  and  in  favor  < 
extending  the  rights  of  preemption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  unsui 
as  well  as  the  sur\'eyed  lands. 

The  condition  and  operations  of  the  Army  and  the  state  of  ott 
branches  of  the  public  service  under  the  supervision  of  the  War  I 
meut  are  satisfactorily  presented  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  S 
retary  of  War. 

On  the  return  of  peace  our  forces  were  withdrawn  from  Mexico,  and 
the  volunteers  and  that  portion  of  the  Regular  Army  engaged  for  the 
war  were  disbanded.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  stationing  llie  forces 
of  our  permanent  establishment  at  various  positions  in  our  extended 
anutry  where  troops  may  be  required.    Owing  to  th«  remoteness  of  » 


James  K.  Polk  651 

of  these  positions,  the  detachments  have  not  yet  reached  their  destina- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  our  country  and 
the  forces  required  in  the  new  territories,  it  is  confidently  beHeved  that 
our  present  military  establishment  is  sufficient  for  all  exigencies  so  long 
as  our  peaceful  relations  remain  undisturbed. 

Of  the  amount  of  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,  the  sum 
of  $769,650  was  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  due 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  further  sum  of  $346,369.30  has 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  unexpended  balances  still  remain  in 
the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  and  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  col- 
lection of  these  moneys.  After  the  proclamation  of  peace  no  further 
disbursements  were  made  of  any  unexpended  moneys  arising  from  this 
source.  The  balances  on  hand  were  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  individual  claims  on  the  fund  will  remain  unadjusted  until  Con- 
gress shall  authorize  their  settlement  and  pajrment.  These  claims  are 
not  considerable  in  number  or  amount. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  legislation 
on  this  subject. 

Our  Indian  relations  are  presented  in  a  most  favorable  view  in  the 
report  from  the  War  Department.  The  wisdom  of  our  poUcy  in  regard 
to  the  tribes  within  our  limits  is  clearly  manifested  by  their  improved 
and  rapidly  improving  condition. 

A  most  important  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  has  been  recently 
negotiated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  A£Fairs  in  person,  by  which 
all  their  land  in  the.  State  of  Wisconsin — ^bdng  about  4,000,000  acres — 
has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  This  treaty  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  ratification  at  an  early  period  of  your  present  session. 

Within  the  last  four  years  eight  important  treaties  have  been  nego- 
tiated with  different  Indian  tribes,  and  at  a  cost  of  $1,842,000;  Indian 
lands  to  the  amount  of  more  than  18,500,000  acres  have  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  settling  in  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  the  tribes  which  occupied  this  large 
extent  of  the  public  domain.  The  title  to  all  the  Indian  lands  within 
the  several  States  of  our  Union,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  res- 
ervations, is  now  extinguished,  and  a  vast  region  opened  for  settlement 
and  cultivation. 

The  accompanjring  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives  a  sat- 
isfactory exhibit  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  that  branch  of  the 
pubUc  service. 

A  number  of  small  vessels,  suitable  for  entering  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
were  judiciously  purchased  during  the  war,  and  gave  great  efficiency  to 
the  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  return  of  peace,  when  no 
longer  valuable  for  naval  purposes,  and  liable  to  constant  deterioration, 
they  were  sold  and  the  money  placed  in  the  Treasury. 
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The  number  of  men  in  the  uaval  service  authorized  by  law  during  the 
war  has  been  reduced  by  discliarges  below  the  raaximmn  fixed  for  the 
peace  establishment.  Adequate  squadrons  are  maintained  in  the  several 
quarters  of  the  globe  where  experience  has  shown  th^  services  may  be 
most  usefully  employed,  aud  the  naval  service  was  never  in  a  condition 
of  higher  discipline  or  greater  efficiency. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  KavjM 
on  the  subject  of  the  Marine  Corps.     The  reduction  of  the  Corps  at  tlMH 
end  of  the  war  required  that  four  officers  of  each  of  the  three  lowera 
grades  should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls.     A  board  of  officers  made  the 
selection,  and  those  designated  were  necessarily  dismissed,  but  withoat 
any  alleged  fault.     I  concur   in  opinion  with  the  Secretary  that  the 
service  would  be  improved  by  reducing  the  number  of  landsmen  and 
increasing  the  marines.      Such  a  measure  would  justify  an  increase  of 
the  number  of  officers  to  the  extent  of  the  reduction  by  dismissal,  and 
still  the  Corps  would  have  fewer  officers  than  a  corresponding  number  of 
men  in  the  Army. 

The  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steamships,  con- 
vertible into  war  steamers,  promise  to  realize  all  the  benefits  to  our  com- 
merce and  to  the  Navy  which  were  anticipated.  The  first  steamer  thus 
secured  to  the  Government  was  launched  in  January,  1847,  There  are 
now  seven,  and  in  another  year  there  will  probably  be  not  less  than 
seventeen  afloat.  While  this  great  national  advantage  is  secured,  our 
social  and  commercial  intercourse  is  increased  and  promoted  with  Ger- 
many, Great  Britain,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  with  all  the  countries 
on  the  west  coast  of  our  continent,  especially  with  Oregon  and  California, 
and  between  the  nortliem  and  southern  sections  of  the  United  States. 
Considerable  revenue  may  be  expected  from  postages,  but  the  connected 
line  from  New  York  to  Chagres,  and  thence  across  the  Tflhmus  to  Ore- 
gon, can  not  fail  lo  exert  a  beneficial  influence,  not  now  to  be  estimated, 
on  the  interests  of  the  manufactures,  commerce,  navigation,  and  currency 
of  the  United  States.  As  an  important  part  of  the  system.  I  reoominend 
to  your  favorable  consideration  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  line  of 
steamers  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz.  It  promises  the  most 
happy  results  in  cementing  friendship  between  the  two  Republics  and 
extending  reciprocal  benefits  to  the  trade  and  mannfactures  of  both. 

The  report  of  the  Post  master- General  will  make  known  to  j 
operations  of  that  Department  for  the  post  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  the  revenues  of  the  Department,  trader  the  r 
of  postage  now  estabhshed  by  law,  so  rapidly  iiicreasiug.  The  gross 
amount  of  postages  during  the  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to  $4,371,077. 
exceeding  the  annual  a\'erage  recei\'ed  for  the  nine  years  immediate 
preceding  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  yi  of  March,  1845.  by  the  s 
$6,453,  *"*'  exceeding  the  amount  received  for  the  year  eiidti^  the  3 
of  June,  1847,  by  the  sum  of  $435,184. 
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The  expenditures  for  the  year,  excluding  the  sum  of  $94,672,  allowed 
by  Congress  at  its  last  session  to  individual  claimants,  and  including  the 
sum  of  $100,500,  paid  for  the  services  of  the  line  of  steamers  between 
Bremen  and  New  York,  amounted  to  $4,198,845,  which  is  less  than 
the  annual  average  for  the  nine  years  previous  to  the  act  of  1845  '^y 
$300,748. 

The  mail  routes  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  were  163,208  miles  in 
extent,  being  an  increase  during  the  last  year  of  9,390  miles.  The  mails 
were  transported  over  them  during  the  same  time  41,012,579  miles, 
making  an  increase  of  transportation  for  the  year  of  2,124,680  miles, 
whilst  the  expense  was  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year  by  $4,235. 

The  increase  in  the  mail  transportation  within  the  last  three  years 
has  been  5,378,310  miles,  whilst  the  expenses  were  reduced  $456,738, 
making  an  increase  of  service  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent  and  a  reduction 
in  the  expenses  of  more  than  15  per  cent. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  employed,  imder  contracts  with 
the  Post-Ofi&ce  Department,  two  ocean  steamers  in  conveying  the  mails 
monthly  between  New  York  and  Bremen,  and  one,  since  October  last,  per- 
forming semimonthly  service  between  Charleston  and  Havana;  and  a 
contract  has  been  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  Pacific  mails  across 
the  Isthmus  from  Chagres  to  Panama. 

Under  the  authority  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  three  ocean 
steamers  have  been  constructed  and  sent  to  the  Pacific,  and  are  expected 
to  enter  upon  the  mail  service  between  Panama  and  Oregon  and  the 
intermediate  ports  on  the  ist  of  January  next;  and  a  fourth  has  been 
engaged  by  him  for  the  service  between  Havana  and  Chagres,  so  that  a 
regular  monthly  mail  line  will  be  kept  up  after  Ihat  time  between  the 
United  States  and  our  territories  on  the  Pacific. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  increase  in  the  mail  service,  should  the 
revenue  continue  to  increase  the  present  year  as  it  did  in  the  last,  there 
will  be  received  near  $450,000  more  than  the  expenditures. 

These  considerations  have  satisfied  the  Postmaster-General  that,  with 
certain  modifications  of  the  act  of  1845,  the  revenue  may  be  still  further 
increased  and  a  reduction  of  postages  made  to  a  uniform  rate  of  5  cents, 
without  an  interference  with  the  principle,  which  has  been  constantly 
and  properly  enforced,  of  making  that  Department  sustain  itself. 

A  well-digested  cheap-postage  system  is  the  best  means  of  diffusing 
intelligence  among  the  people,  and  is  of  so  much  importance  in  a  coun- 
try so  extensive  as  that  of  the  United  States  that  I  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the  Postmaster-General  for  its 
improvement. 

Nothing  can  retard  the  onward  progress  of  our  country  and  prevent 
us  from  assuming  and  maintaining  the  first  rank  among  nations  but  a 
disregard  of  the  experience  of  the  past  and  a  recurrence  to  an  unwise 
public  policy.  We  have  just  closed  a  foreign  war  by  an  honorable  peace — 
a  war  rendered  necessary  and  unavoidable  in  vindication  of  the  national 
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rights  and  honor.  The  present  condition  of  the  countrj'  is  similar  in 
some  respects  to  that  which  existed  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  in  1815,  and  the  occasion  is  deemed  to  be  a  proper 
one  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  measures  of  public  policy  which  followed 
lliat  war.  There  was  at  that  period  of  our  historj'  a  departure  from  oar 
earlier  policy.  The  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Go\'eni- 
ment  by  construction,  which  obtained,  was  not  warranted  by  any  just 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  A  few  years  after  the  close  of  that 
war  a  series  of  measures  was  adopted  which,  united  and  combined,  con- 
stituted what  was  termed  by  their  authors  and  advocates  the  ' 
system." 

The  introduction  of  the  new  pohcy  was  for  a  time  favored  by  t 
condition  of  the  country,  by  the  hea^-y  debt  which  had  been  contracted 
during  the  war,  by  the  depression  of  the  public  credit,  by  the  deranged 
State  of  the  finances  and  the  currency,  and  by  the  commercial  and  pecun- 
iary embarrassment  which  extensively  prevailed.  These  were  not  the 
only  causes  which  led  to  its  estabHshment.  The  events  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  embarrassments  which  had  attended  its  prosecu- 
tion had  left  on  the  minds  of  many  of  our  statesmen  the  impression  that 
our  Government  was  not  strong  enough,  and  that  to  wield  its  resources 
successfully  in  great  emergencies,  and  especially  in  war,  more  power 
should  be  concentrated  in  its  hands.  This  increased  power  they  did  not.  _ 
seek  to  obtain  by  the  legitimate  and  prescribed  mode — an  amendment  o£j 
the  Constitution — but  by  constnution.  They  saw  Governments  in  the  ] 
Old  World  based  upon  different  orders  of  society,  and  so  constituted  as 
to  throw  the  whole  power  of  nations  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  taxed 
and  controlled  the  many  without  responsibility  or  restraint.  In  that 
arrangement  they  conceived  the  strength  of  nations  in  war  consisted. 
There  was  also  something  fascinating  in  the  ease,  luxury,  and  display  of 
the  higher  orders,  who  drew  their  wealth  from  the  toil  of  the  laboring 
millions.  The  authors  of  the  system  drew  their  ideas  of  political  econ- 
omy from  what  they  had  witnessed  in  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Great 
Britain.  They  had  viewed  the  enormous  wealth  concentrated  in  few 
hands  and  had  seen  tlie  splendor  of  the  overgrown  establishments  of  an 
aristocracy  wliich  was  upheld  by  the  restrictive  policy.  They  forgot  to 
look  down  upon  the  poorer  classes  of  the  English  population,  upon  whose 
daily  and  yearly  labor  the  great  establishments  they  so  much  admired 
were  sustained  and  supported.  They  failed  to  perceive  that  the  scantily 
fed  and  half-clad  operatives  were  not  only  in  abject  poverty,  bnt  were 
bound  in  chains  of  oppressive  servitude  for  the  benefit  of  favored  classes, 
who  were  the  exclusive  objects  of  the  care  of  the  Government. 

It  was  not  possible  to  reconstruct  society  in  the  United  State.s  upon  the 
European  plan.      Here  there  was  a  written  Constitution,  by  which  o 
and  titles  were  not  reci>gnized  or  tolerated.     A  system  of  measures  w 
therefore  devised,  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  withdraw  power  gradl 
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ally  and  silently  from  the  States  and  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  by 
construction  to  approximate  our  Government  to  the  European  models, 
substituting  an  aristocracy  of  wealth  for  that  of  orders  and  titles. 

Without  reflecting  upon  the  dissimilarity  of  our  institutions  and  of 
the  condition  of  our  people  and  those  of  Europe,  they  conceived  the  vain 
idea  of  building  up  in  the  United  States  a  system  similar  to  that  which 
they  admired  abroad.  Great  Britain  had  a  national  bank  of  large  capi- 
tal, in  whose  hands  was  concentrated  the  controlling  monetary  and  finan- 
cial power  of  the  nation — an  institution  wielding  almost  kingly  power, 
and  exerting  vast  influence  upon  all  the  operations  of  trade  and  upon  the 
policy  of  the  Government  itself.  Great  Britain  had  an  enormous  public 
debt,  and  it  had  become  a  part  of  her  public  policy  to  regard  this  as  a 
** public  blessing.**  Great  Britain  had  also  a  restrictive  policy,  which 
placed  fetters  and  burdens  on  trade  and  trammeled  the  productive  indus- 
try of  the  mass  of  the  nation.  By  her  combined  system  of  policy  the 
landlords  and  other  property  holders  were  protected  and  enriched  by 
the  enormous  taxes  which  were  levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  country 
for  their  advantage.  Imitating  this  foreign  policy,  the  first  step  in 
establishing  the  new  system  in  the  United  States  was  the  creation  of  a 
national  bank.  Not  foreseeing  the  dangerous  power  and  countless  evils 
which  such  an  institution  might  entail  on  the  country,  nor  perceiving 
the  connection  which  it  was  designed  to  form  between  the  bank  and 
the  other  branches  of  the  miscalled  ** American  system,**  but  feeling  the 
embarrassments  of  the  Treasury  and  6f  the  business  of  the  country  con- 
sequent upon  the  war,  some  of  our  statesmen  who  had  held  different  and 
sounder  views  were  induced  to  yield  their  scruples  and,  indeed,  settled 
convictions  of  its  unconstitutionality,  and  to  give  it  their  sanction  as  an 
expedient  which  they  vainly  hoped  might  produce  reHef .  It  was  a  most 
unfortunate  error,  as  the  subsequent  history  and  final  catastrophe  of  that 
dangerous  and  corrupt  institution  have  abundantly  proved.  The  bank, 
with  its  numerous  branches  ramified  into  the  States,  soon  brought  many 
of  the  active  political  and  commercial  men  in  different  sections  of  the 
country  into  the  relation  of  debtors  to  it  and  dependents  upon  it  for 
pecuniary  favors,  thus  diffusing  throughout  the  mass  of  society  a  great 
number  of  individuals  of  power  and  influence  to  give  tone  to  public 
opinion  and  to  act  in  concert  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  corrupt  power 
of  such  a  political  engine  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  speculation,  having 
been  displayed  in  numerous  instances,  but  most  signally  in  the  political 
struggles  of  1832,  1833,  and  1834  in  opposition  to  the  public  will  repre- 
sented by  a  fearless  and  patriotic  President. 

But  the  bank  was  but  one  branch  of  the  new  system.  A  public  debt 
of  more  than  $120,000,000  existed,  and  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that 
many  of  the  authors  of  the  new  system  did  not  regard  its  speedy  pajrment 
as  essential  to  the  public  prosperity,  but  looked  upon  its  continuance  as 
no  national  evil.     Whilst  the  debt  existed  it  furnished  aliment  to  the 
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national  bank  and  rendered  increased  taxarion  necessary  to  the  amoant 
of  tlie  interest,  exceeding  §7,000,000  annually. 

This  operated  in  hannony  with  the  next  branch  of  the  new  system. 
which  was  a  high  protective  tariff.  This  was  to  afford  bounties  to 
favored  classes  and  particular  pursuits  at  the  expense  of  all  others.  A 
proposition  to  tax  the  whole  people  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  a  few 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  opeuly  made.  The  scheme  was  therefore  vei 
under  the  plausible  but  delusive  pretext  of  a  measure  to  protect  "hoi 
industry."  and  many  of  our  people  were  for  a  time  led  to  believe  that  ^\ 
tax  which  in  the  main  fell  upon  labor  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  laborer 
who  paid  it.  This  branch  of  the  system  involved  a  partnership  between 
the  Government  and  the  favored  classes,  the  former  receiving  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tax  imposed  on  articles  imported  and  the  latter  the  in- 
creased price  of  similar  articles  produced  at  home,  caused  by  sucli  tax. 
It  is  ob\-ious  that  the  portion  to  be  received  by  the  favored  classes  would, 
as  a  general  rule,  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  rates  of 
tax  imposed  and  diminished  as  those  rates  were  reduced  to  the  revenue 
standard  required  by  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The  rates  required 
to  produce  a  sufficient  revenue  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  Gov- 
ernment for  necessary  purposes  were  not  likely  to  give  to  the  private 
partners  in  this  scheme  profits  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  cupidity,  and 
hence  a  variety  of  expedients  and  pretexts  were  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enlarging  the  expenditures  and  thereby  creating  a  necessity  for 
keeping  up  a  high  protective  tariff.  The  effect  of  this  policy  was  to  in- 
terpose artificial  restrictions  upon  the  natural  course  of  the  business 
and  trade  of  the  countr>',  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  large  capital- 
ists and  monopolists  at  the  expense  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
were  taxed  to  increase  their  wealth. 

Another  branch  of  this  system  was  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  capable  of  indefinite  enlargement  and  sufficient  to 
swallow  up  as  many  millions  annually  as  could  be  exacted  from  the  for^J 
eign  commerce  of  the  country-.  This  was  a  convenient  and  nee 
adjunct  of  the  protective  tariff.  It  was  to  l>e  the  great  absorljent  of  a 
surplus  which  might  at  any  time  accumulate  in  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
taxes  leiied  on  the  people,  not  for  necessary  revenue  purposes,  but  for 
the  avowed  object  of  affording  protection  to  the  favored  classes. 

Auxiliary  to  the  same  end,  if  it  was  not  an  essential  part  of  the  systa 
itself,  was  the  scheme,  which  at  a  later  period  obtained,  for  tlLslribatiil) 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States, 
expedients  were  devised  to  take  money  out  of  the  Treasur>'  and  prevent 
its  coming  in  from  any  other  source  than  the  protective  tariff.  The 
authors  and  supporters  of  the  system  were  the  advocates  of  the  largest 
expenditures,  whether  for  necessary  or  useful  purposes  or  not.  because 
the  larger  the  expenditures  the  greater  was  the  pretext  for  high  taxes 
in  the  form  of  protective  duties. 
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These  several  measures  were  sustained  by  popular  names  and  plausi- 
ble arguments,  by  which  thousands  were  deluded.  The  bank  was  rep- 
resented to  be  an  indispensable  fiscal  agent  for  the  Government;  was 
to  equalize  exchanges  and  to  regulate  and  furnish  a  sound  currency, 
always  and  everywhere  of  uniform  value.  The  protective  tariff  was 
to  give  employment  to  ** American  labor"  at  advanced  prices;  was  to 
protect  '*home  industry"  and  furnish  a  steady  market  for  the  farmer. 
Internal  improvements  were  to  bring  trade  into  every  neighborhood 
and  enhance  the  value  of  every  man's  property.  The  distribution  of 
the  land  money  was  to  enrich  the  States,  finish  their  public  works,  plant 
schools  throughout  their  borders,  and  relieve  them  from  taxation.  But 
the  fact  that  for  every  dollar  taken  out  of  the  Treasury  for  these  objects 
a  much  larger  sum  was  transferred  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  to 
the  favored  classes  was  carefully  concealed,  as  was  also  the  tendency, 
if  not  the  ultimate  design,  of  the  system  to  build  up  an  aristocracy  of 
wealth,  to  control  the  masses  of  society,  and  monopolize  the  political 
power  of  the  country. 

The  several  branches  of  this  system  were  so  intimately  blended  to- 
gether that  in  their  operation  each  sustained  and  strengthened  the  others. 
Their  joint  operation  was  to  add  new  biuthens  of  taxation  and  to  en- 
courage a  largely  increased  and  wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money. 
It  was  the  interest  of  the  bank  that  the  revenue  collected  and  the  dis- 
bursements  made  by  the  Government  should  be  large,  because,  being  the 
depository  of  the  pubHc  money,  the  larger  the  amount  the  greater  would 
be  the  bank  profits  by  its  use.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  favored  classes, 
who  were  enriched  by  the  protective  tariff,  to  have  the  rates  of  that  pro- 
tection as  high  as  jpossible,  for  the  higher  those  rates  the  greater  would 
be  their  advantage.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  people  of  all  those  sec- 
tions and  localities  who  expected  to  be  benefited  by  expenditures  for 
internal  improvements  that  the  amount  collected  should  be  as  large  as 
possible,  to  the  end  that  the  sum  disbursed  might  also  be  the  larger. 
The  States,  being  the  beneficiaries  in  the  distribution  of  the  land  money, 
had  an  interest  in  having  the  rates  of  tax  imposed  by  the  protective  tariff 
large  enough  to  yield  a  sufficient  revenue  from  that  source  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government  without  disturbing  or  taking  from  them  the 
land  fund;  so  that  each  of  the  branches  constituting  the  system  had  a  com- 
mon interest  in  swelling  the  public  expenditures.  They  had  a  direct 
interest  in  maintaining  the  public  debt  tmpaid  and  increasing  its  amount, 
because  this  would  produce  an  annual  increased  drain  upon  the  Treas- 
ury to  the  amount  of  the  interest  and  render  augmented  taxes  necessary. 
The  operation  and  necessary  effect  of  the  whole  system  were  to  encourage 
large  and  extravagant  expenditures,  and  thereby  to  increase  the  public 
patronage,  and  maintain  a  rich  and  splendid  government  at  the  expense 
of  a  taxed  and  impoverished  people. 

It  is  manifest  that  this  scheme  of  enlarged  taxation  and  expenditures, 
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the  last  and  the  present  year  have  ovem-helmed  the  tndastry  and  paia- 
lyzed  the  credit  and  commerce  of  so  many  great  and  enlightened  nations 
of  Europe. 

Se\-ere  commercial  revnlsions  abroad  have  always  heretofore  opetated 
to  depress  and  often  to  affect  disastrously  almost  every  branch  of  Ameri- 
can industry.  The  temporary  depression  of  a  portion  of  onr  manofac- 
turiiig  interests  is  the  effect  of  foreign  causes,  and  is  far  less  severe  thaa 
has  prevailed  on  all  former  similar  occasions. 

It  is  believed  that,  looking  to  the  great  aggregate  of  all  our  interests, 
the  whole  cotmtry  was  ne\'er  more  prosperous  than  at  the  present  period, 
and  never  more  rapidly  ad\-aiKring  in  wealth  and  population.  Neither 
the  foreign  war  in  which  we  have  been  involved,  nor  the  loans  which 
have  absorbed  so  large  a  portion  of  our  capital,  nor  the  commercial  revul- 
sion in  Great  Britain  in  1847,  nor  the  paralysis  of  credit  and  commerce 
throughont  Europe  in  1848,  have  afiected  injuriously  to  any  cousideraUe 
extent  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  or  arrested  our  onward 
march  to  greatness,  wealth,  and  power. 

Had  the  disturbances  iu  Europe  not  occurred,  onr  commerce  would 
undoubtedly  have  beeu  still  more  extended,  and  would  have  added  still 
more  to  the  national  wealth  aud  public  prosperity.  But  notwithstanding 
these  disturbances,  the  operations  of  the  revenue  system  establislied  by 
the  tariff  act  of  1846  have  been  so  generally  beneficial  to  the  Go\"eni- 
ment  and  the  business  of  the  country  that  no  change  in  its  provisions 
is  demanded  by  a  wise  public  policy,  and  none  is  recommended. 

The  operations  of  the  constitutional  treasury  estabhshed  by  the  act 
of  the  6tb  of  Augtist,  1S46,  in  tlie  receipl.  custody,  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  money  lia\-e  continued  to  be  successful.  Under  this  sys- 
tem the  pubUc  finances  have  been  carried  through  a  foreign  war,  involv- 
ing the  necessity  of  loans  and  extraordinary  expenditures  and  requiring 
distant  transfers  aud  disbursements,  without  embarrassment,  and  no  loss 
has  occurred  of  any  of  the  public  money  deposited  under  its  provisions. 
Whilst  it  has  proved  to  be  safe  aud  useful  to  the  Government,  its  effects 
have  been  most  beneficial  upon  the  business  of  the  country.  It  has 
tended  powerfully  to  secure  an  exemption  from  that  iiifiation  and  fluc- 
tuation of  the  paper  currency  so  injurious  to  domestic  industry  and  ren- 
dering so  uncertain  the  rewards  of  labor,  and,  it  is  believed,  has  largely 
contributed  to  preser\'e  the  whole  countrj'  from  a  serious  conuner 
revulsion,  such  as  often  occurred  under  the  bank  deposit  system, 
the  year  1S47  there  was  a  revulsion  in  the  business  of  Great  Britain  « 
great  extent  and  intensity,  which  was  followed  by  failures  in  that  King- 
dom unprecedented  in  immber  and  amount  of  losses.  This  is  Iielievcd 
to  be  the  first  instance  when  such  disastrous  bankruptcies,  occurring 
iu  a  country  with  which  we  have  such  extensive  cmnmercc,  product 
little  or  no  injurious  effect  upon  our  trade  or  currency.  We  i 
but  little  affected  in  our  money  market,  and  onr  t 
were  still  proqterotts  and  progressive. 
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During  the  present  year  nearly  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  has 
been  convulsed  by  civil  war  and  revolutions,  attended  by  numerous 
bankruptcies,  by  an  tmprecedented  fall  in  their  public  securities,  and  an 
almost  universal  paralysis  of  commerce  and  industry;  and  yet,  although 
our  trade  and  the  prices  of  our  products  must  have  been  somewhat 
unfavorably  afEected  by  these  causes,  we  have  escaped  a  revulsion,  our 
money  market  is  comparatively  easy,  and  pubUc  and  private  credit  have 
advanced  and  improved. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  we  have  been  saved  from  their  effect  by 
the  salutary  operation  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  It  is  certain  that 
if  the  twenty-four  milUons  of  specie  imported  into  the  country  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1847^  had  gone  into  the  banks, 
as  to  a  great  extent  it  must  have  done,  it  would  in  the  absence  of  this 
system  have  been  made  the  basis  of  augmented  bank  paper  issues,  prob- 
ably to  an  amount  not  less  than  $60,000,000  or  $70,000,000,  producing, 
as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  an  inflated  cmrency,  extravagant  prices 
for  a  time  and  wild  speculation,  which  must  have  been  followed,  on  the 
reflux  to  Europe  the  succeeding  year  of  so  much  of  that  specie,  by 
the  prostration  of  the  business  of  the  country,  the  suspension  of  the 
banks,  and  most  extensive  bankruptcies.  Occurring,  as  this  would  have 
done,  at  a  period  when  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  when 
considerable  loans  of  specie  were  required  for  distant  disbursements,  and 
when  the  banks,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  and  the  deposi- 
tories of  its  money,  were  suspended,  the  pubHc  credit  must  have  sunk, 
and  many  miUions  of  dollars,  as  was  the  case  during  the  War  of  1812, 
must  have  been  sacrificed  in  discounts  upon  loans  and  upon  the  depreci- 
ated paper  currency  which  the  Government  would  have  been  compelled 
to  use. 

Under  the  operations  of  the.  constitutional  treasury  not  a  dollar  has 
been  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  The  loans  required  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico  were  negotiated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  above  par,  realizing  a  large  premiimi  to  the  Government.  The 
restraining  effect  of  the  system  upon  the  tendencies  to  excessive  paper 
issues  by  banks  has  saved  the  Government  from  heavy  losses  and  thou- 
sands of  our  business  men  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  wisdom  of 
the  system  has  been  tested  by  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years,  and 
it  is  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  that  it  should  remain  undistiu-bed.  The 
modifications  in  some  of  the  details  of  this  measure,  involving  none  of 
its  essential  principles,  heretofore  recommended,  are  again  presented  for 
your  favorable  consideration. 

In  my  message  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  transmitting  to  Congress  the 
ratified  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In  reiterating  that 
recommendation  I  refer  you  to  the  considerations  presented  in  that  mes- 
sage in  its  support.    The  pubUc  debt,  including  that  authorized  to  be 
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negotiated  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws,  and  including  Treasujy  notes, 
amounted  at  tliat  time  to  J65, 778, 450.41. 

Funded  stock  of  the  United  States  amounting  to  about  half  a  millioa 
of  dollars  has  been  purchased,  as  authorized  by  law,  since  that  period, 
and  the  public  debt  has  thus  been  reduced,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
presented  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury'. 

The  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  submitted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun,-,  it  is  beheved  will  be  ample  for  all  neces- 
sary purposes.  If  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  shall  not  exceed 
the  amount  estimated,  the  means  in  the  Treasury  will  be  sufficient  to 
defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  to  pay  oft  the  next  install- 
ment of  $3,000,000  to  Mexico,  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30th  of  May 
next,  and  still  a  considerable  surplus  will  remain,  which  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  further  purchase  of  the  public  stock  and  reduction  of  the 
debt.  Should  enlarged  appropriations  be  made,  the  necessary  conse- 
quence will  be  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Though  our  debt, 
as  compared  with  that  of  most  other  nations,  is  small,  it  is  our  true  policy, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  that  we  should  pre- 
sent to  the  world  the  rare  spectacle  of  a  great  Republic,  possessing  \'ast 
resources  and  wealth,  wholly  exempt  from  public  indebtedness.  This 
would  add  still  more  to  our  strength,  and  give  to  us  a  still  more  com^ 
manding  position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  pubhc  expenditures  should  be  economical,  and  be  confined  to  si 
necessary  objects  as  are  clearly  within  the  powers  of  Congress, 
such  as  are  not  absolutely  demanded  should  be  postponed,  and  the 
ment  of  the  public  debt  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  should 
cardinal  principle  of  our  public  policy. 

For  the  reason  assigned  in  my  last  annual  message,  I  repeat  the  rec- 
ommendation that  a  branch  of  the  Mint,  of  the  United  Sutes  be  estab- 
lished at  the  city  of  New  York.  The  importance  of  this  measure  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  acquisition  of  the  rich  mines  of  the  precious 
metals  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  especially  in  the  latter. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  gradua- 
tion and  reduction  of  the  price  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have  been 
long  offered  in  the  market  and  have  remained  unsold,  and  in  favor  of 
extending  the  rights  of  preemption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  unsurvej-ed 
as  well  as  the  surveyed  lands. 

The  condition  and  operations  of  the  Army  and  the  stale  of  other 
branches  of  the  public  service  under  the  supervision  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment are  satisfactorily  presented  in  the  accompanjing  report  of  the  Sec- 
relarj-  of  War. 

On  the  return  of  peace  our  forces  were  withdrawn  from  Mexico,  and 
the  volunteers  and  that  portion  of  the  Regular  Army  engaged  for  the 
war  were  disbanded.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  stationing  the  forces 
of  our  permanent  establish ineoi  at  various  portions  in  ottr  extended 
re  troops  may  be  required.    Onitii 
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of  these  positions,  the  detachments  have  not  yet  reached  their  destina- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  our  country  and 
the  forces  required  in  the  new  territories,  it  is  confidently  believed  that 
our  present  military  establishment  is  sufl&cient  for  all  exigencies  so  long 
as  our  peaceful  relations  remain  undisturbed. 

Of  the  amount  of  miHtary  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,  the  sum 
of  $769,650  was  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  due 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  further  sum  of  $346,369.30  has 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  unexpended  balances  still  remain  in 
the  hands  of  disbursing  ofl&cers  and  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  col- 
lection of  these  moneys.  After  the  proclamation  of  peace  no  further 
disbiu'sements  were  made  of  any  unexp^ded  moneys  arising  from  this 
source.  The  balances  on  hand  were  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
tuy ,  and  individual  claims  on  the  fund  will  remain  unadjusted  until  Con- 
gress shall  authorize  their  settlement  and  payment.  These  claims  are 
not  considerable  in  number  or  amount. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  legislation 
on  this  subject. 

Our  Indian  relations  are  presented  in  a  most  favorable  view  in  the 
report  from  the  War  Department.  The  wisdom  of  our  policy  in  regard 
to  the  tribes  within  our  limits  is  clearly  manifested  by  their  improved 
and  rapidly  improving  condition. 

A  most  important  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  has  been  recently 
negotiated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  A£Fairs  in  person,  by  which 
all  their  land  in  the.  State  of  Wisconsin — ^being  about  4,000,000  acres — 
has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  This  treaty  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  ratification  at  an  early  period  of  your  present  session. 

Within  the  last  four  years  eight  important  treaties  have  been  nego- 
tiated with  different  Indian  tribes,  and  at  a  cost  of  $1,842,000;  Indian 
lands  to  the  amotmt  of  more  than  18,500,000  acres  have  been  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  settling  in  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  the  tribes  which  occupied  this  large 
extent  of  the  public  domain.  The  title  to  all  the  Indian  lands  within 
the  several  States  of  our  Union,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  res- 
ervations, is  now  extinguished,  and  a  vast  region  opened  for  settlement 
and  cultivation. 

The  accompan3ring  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives  a  sat- 
isfactory exhibit  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service. 

A  number  of  small  vessels,  suitable  for  entering  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
were  judiciously  purchased  during  the  war,  and  gave  great  efl&ciency  to 
the  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  return  of  peace,  when  no 
longer  valuable  for  naval  purposes,  and  liable  to  constant  deterioration, 
they  were  sold  and  the  money  placed  in  the  Treasury. 


66o 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


message  for  liiin.  Mr.  Madison,  at  his  request,  did  prepare  the  draft 
of  such  a  message,  and  sent  it  to  bini  on  the  zist  of  February,  rygi. 
A  copy  of  this  original  draft,  in  Mr.  Madison's  own  handwriting,  rfas 
carefully  preserved  by  him,  and  is  among  the  papers  lately  purchased 
by  Congress.  It  is  preceded  bya  note,  written  on  the  same  sheet,  which 
is  also  in  Mr.  Madison's  handwriting,  and  is  as  follows: 

February  2i,  /t?/.— Copy  of  a  paper  made  out  and  sent  to  the  President,  at 
request,  to  be  ready  in  case  his  judgment  should  finally  decide  against  the  bill 
incorporating  a  national  bank,  the  bill  t>eing  then  before  him. 

Among  the  objections  assigned  in  this  paper  to  the  bill,  and  which 
were  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  President,  are  the  following: 

I  object  to  the  bill,  because  it  is  an  essential  principle  of  the  Govemmeat 
powers  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  can  not  be  rightfully  exercised;  becai 
the  power  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  exercised  is  not  expressly  delected, 
because  I  can  not  satisfy  myself  that  it  results  from  any  express  power  by  fair 
safe  rules  of  interpretation. 

The  weight  of  the  precedent  of  the  bank  of  1791  and  the  sanction  pf 
the  great  name  of  Washington,  wliich  has  been  so  often  invoked  tn  its 
support,  are  greatly  weakened  by  the  development  of  these  facts. 

The  experimeot  of  that  bank  satisfied  the  country  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  continued,  and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  Congress  refused  to  recharter 
it.  It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the  country,  and  saved  thousands 
from  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  had  our  public  men  of  1S16  resisted  the  tem- 
porary pressure  of  the  times  upon  our  financial  and  pecuniary  intercsls 
and  refused  to  charter  the  second  tiank.  Of  this  the  country  became 
abundantly  satisfied,  and  at  the  close  of  its  twenty  years'  duration, 
in  the  case  of  the  first  bank,  it  also  ceased  to  exist.  Under  the  repeated 
blows  of  President  Jackson  it  reeled  and  fell,  and  a  subsequent  atl 
to  charter  a  similar  institution  was  arrested  by  the  veto  of  Presi< 
Tyler. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  yielding  his  signature  to  the  charter  of  1816, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  respect  due  to  precedents;  and,  as  he  subseqi 
declared — 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  thoagh  on  the  original  qaestion  held  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional, received  the  Bxcmtii'e  signature. 

It  is  probable  that  neither  the  bank  of  1791  nor  that  of  1816  would 
have  been  chartered  but  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  Go\'em!i»ent  in 
its  finances,  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the  pecuniary  pres- 
sure which  existed,  the  first  the  consequence  of  the  War  of  the  Revt>- 
lution  and  the  second  the  consequence  of  the  War  of  iSi3.  Both  were 
resorted  to  in  the  delusive  hope  that  they  would  restore  pubUc  credit 
and  afford  relief  to  the  Government  and  to  the  btisiness  of  the  countiy,- 

Those  of  otir  public  men  who  opposed  the  whole  "American  i 
tern"  at  its  commencement  and  throughout  its  progress  foresaw  and  p 
dieted  that  it  was  fraught  with  incalculable  mischiefs  and  must  restUtil 
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serious  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  For  a  series  of  years 
their  wise  counsels  were  unheeded,  and  the  system  was  established.  It 
was  soon  apparent  that  its  practical  operation  was  unequal  and  unjust 
upon  different  portions  of  the  country  and  upon  the  people  engaged 
in  different  pursuits.  All  were  equally  entitled  to  the  favor  and  protec- 
tion of  the  Government.  It  fostered  and  elevated  the  money  power  and 
enriched  the  favored  few  by  taxing  labor,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
many.  Its  effect  was  to  *'  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer." 
Its  tendency  was  lo  create  distinctions  in  society  based  on  wealth  and 
to  give  to  the  favored  classes  undue  control  and  sway  in  our  Govern- 
ment. It  was  an  organized  money  power,  which  resisted  the  popular 
will  and  sought  to  shape  and  control  the  pubUc  policy. 

Under  the  pernicious  workings  of  this  combined  system  of  measured 
the  country  witnessed  alternate  seasons  of  temporary  apparent  prosper- 
ity, of  sudden  and  disastrous  commercial  revulsions,  of  unprecedented 
fluctuation  of  prices  and  depression  of  the  great  interests  of  agriculture, 
navigation,  and  commerce,  of  general  pecuniary  suffering,  and  of  final 
bankruptcy  of  thousands.  After  a  severe  struggle  of  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  the  system  was  overthrown. ' 

The  bank  has  been  succeeded  by  a  practical  system  of  finance,  con- 
ducted and  controlled  solely  by  the  Government.  The  constitutional 
ciurency  has  been  restored,  the  public  credit  maintained  unimpaired  even 
in  a  period  of  a  foreign  war,  and  the  whole  country  has  become  satisfied 
that  banks,  national  or  State,  are  not  necessary  as  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Government.  Revenue  duties  have  taken  the  place  of  the  protective 
tariff.  The  distribution  of  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  has  been  abandoned  and  the  corrupting  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, it  is  hoped,  has  been  effectually  checked. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  if  this  whole  train  of  measures,  designed  to  take 
wealth  from  the  many  and  bestow  it  upon  the  few,  were  to  prevail  the 
effect  would  be  to  change  the  entire  character  of  the  Government.  One 
only  danger  remains.  It  is  the  seductions  of  that  branch  of  the  system 
which  consists  in  internal  improvements,  holding  out,  as  it  does,  induce- 
ments to  the  people  of  particular  sections  and  localities  to  embark  the 
Government  in  them  without  stopping  to  calculate  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences. This  branch  of  the  system  is  so  intimately  combined  and 
linked  with  the  others  that  as  surely  as  an  effect  is  produced  by  an 
adequate  cause,  if  it  be  resuscitated  and  revived  and  firmly  established 
it  requires  no  sagacity  to  foresee  that  it  will  necessarily  and  speedily 
draw  after  it  the  reestablishment  of  a  national  bank,  the  revival  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  the  distribution  of  the  land  money,  and  not  only  the  post- 
ponement to  the  distant  future  of  the  payment  of  the  present  national 
debt,  but  its  annual  increase. 

I  entertain  the  solemn  conviction  that  if  the  internal-improvement 
branch  of  the  ''American  system ''  be  not  firmly  resisted  at  this  time  the 
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whole  (ieties  of  measures  canpoEtn^  it  Trill  be  speedily  reestaUisbed  and 
the  cuuntrj'  be  tlmnm  hack  from  its  preemt  high  stale  of  prcepcrity. 
iviiicli  tile  existing  pcdic>  has  -produced ,  and  be  destined  again  to  witness 
all  tke  e\ik,  connnerdal  rtiVuisicniE,  depression  of  prices.  andpecumar>' 
embarrassments  ihmugJi  wiidi  we  have  passed  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  >"eani. 

To  guacd  a^infit  uon sequences  so  rninoas  is  an  object  of  high  national 
inipottance,  involviag,  in  my  \aii%we3\\.,  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
ooontrj'. 

I  bave  felt  tt  to  be  an  impeiative  obligatkiti  to  inthfaold  my  constitu- 
tiona!  sancdon  ircm  two  bills  whidi  had  passed  the  tivo  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, involving  the  principle  of  the  intctDal-iinprovement  branch  of  t 
"Antcncan  stSbd"  land  condicting  in  their  provision s^th  tlie  viei 
here  expi>eaGed. 

TUs  power,  omfeFred  npon  the  Freadent  by  the  Const  Jtntion.  1 1: 
on  three  occasicMisdnriiig3nyailttiitiiattia£ionoftheexjecnri\¥  deportment 
of  the  Govgrument  deemed  it  my  duty  to  exercise, -and  on  this  last  occa- 
sicBi  of  making  to  Congress  sti  atmual  ctmununicatien  "of  the  ttatc  of 
the  Union  "  it  is  not  deemed  inappropriate  tOTcvieR-  tlie  priud)des  and 
caDsidecadons'n'hich  have  governed  my  actnon.  I  deeni  thb  the  1 
necessaiy  because,  afterthe  lapse  of  Kearhi'  sbctj'  yearssiace  the  adoptioa  _ 
of  the  Coostitutioii.  the  propriety  of  tiie  otcrciae  of  this  tmdi 
stitntiaaal  power  h^  the  Prei^iidefit  has  for  tli£  firsttime  beenthwrns 
otisly  in  question  by  a  portion  of  ni>'  feUow-cxtizeBS. 

The  Cinnsritutiun  pro\'ides  that — 

"Eveiy  bill  -wliicli  shall  liai-c  passed  thcHcmse  of  Repre»gitativiea  and  the  SMMt« 
ahall.leftrcilbecanicalBw.  bcprescMolbi  the  Prendent  of  ttat  United  Statn.  If 
lie  approve  lie  shall  sign  it.  butif  not  be  Aail  ntnro  it  witb.  his  ofcJBCtkias  lo  diat 
Houae  in  ivluch  it  shall  iuve  origiuolcd,  wlio  sludl  enter  Ike  »k^cctuias  at  luge  od 

their  Jourual  anil  proceed  to  reoansjdcr  it. 

The  presoTBrion  of  tite  ConstitMiGti  imxa  infTaction  is  thePreodoti's 
highest  duty.  Ue  is  boimd  to  diecdiai^e  tltat  duty  at  wiiatever  hazard 
of  inairriag  llie  displeasure  of  thosenrho  may  differ  with  him  in  opinkm. 
He  is  bound  to  dtscharge  it  as  wtjl  b>-  his  oUigatioiis  to  Uiepeoyrfew 
have  clothed  trim  Ti-itii  his  e^caltod  trust  as  bj-  his  oatli  of  office,  whsd 
he  may  not  disregard.  Nor  are  the  rfjltRations  of  the  President  in  1 
degree  UuMOicii  liy  the  prevalence  of  -wevn,  different  from  his  euro  n  a 
or  both  Hot»e5  of  Congress.  It  is  not  alaue  hasty  and  in 
le^iJatioii:  that  be  is  rcqniTed  to  check :  bat  if  at  any  time  Coogtessal 
afttr  apparcnth'  full  dehbecatioi] .  resolve  tm  measmt-i  wjiidi  he  d 
sulnTrsti'e  af  tlie  Ccnstitntioo  ur  of  the  vital  iniereds  uf  the  conntty.J 
i»  his  eolami  tUity  to  stand  in  the  broach  and  resist  tliem.  The  \ 
dent  is  l)oiiuil  lu  rijiprove  ur  di.sapj)rovo  everj'  bill  wfaidi  pasfies  Cot 
and  is  pcesenicil  b)  him  for  bisAijpiatnTc.  The  Coustitution  11 
:,,ASil  be  can  not  eso^  it  if  Jie  wonid.     Ucli 


James  sK.  Paik  663 

deciding  upon  any  bill  presented  to  him  he  must  exercise  his  own  best 
judgment.  If  be  can  not  approve,  the  Constitution  commands  him  to 
return  the  bill  to  the  iHouse  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections, 
and  if  he  fail  to  do  this  within  X/dxi  days  (Sundays  excepted)  it  shall 
become  a  law  without  his  signature.  Right  or  wrong,  he  may  be  over- 
ruled by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House,  and  in  th^t  event  the  bill 
becomes  a  law  without  his  sanction.  If  his  objections  be  not  thus  over- 
ruled, the  subject  is  only  postponed,  and  is  referred  to  the  States  and  the 
people  for  their  consideration  and  decision.  The  President's  power  is 
negative  merely,  and  not  aflSrmative.  He  can  enact  no  law.  The  ouly 
effect,  therefore,  of  his  withholding  his  approval  of  a  bill  passed  by  Con- 
gress is  to  suffer  the  existing  laws  to  remain  unchanged,  and  the  delay 
occasioned  is  only  that  required  to  enable  the  States  and  the  people  to 
consider  and  act  upon  the  subject  in  the  election  of  public  agents  who 
will  carry  out  their  wishes  and  instructions.  Any  attempt  to  coerce  the 
President  to  yield  his  sanction  to  measures  which  he  can  not  approve 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  palpable  and 
flagrant,  and  if  successful  would  break  down  the  independence  of  the 
executive  department  and  make  the  President,  elected  by  the  people  and 
clothed  by  the  Constitution  with  power  to  defend  their  rights,  the  mere 
instrument  of  a  majority  of  Congress.  A  surrender  on  his  part,  of  the 
powers  with  which  the  Constitution  has  invested  his  oflBce  would  effect  a 
practical  alteration  of  tiiat  instrument  without  resorting  to  the  prescribed 
process  of  amendment. 

With  the  motives  or  considerations  which  may  induce  Congress  to 
pass  any  bill  the  President  can  have  nothing  to  do.  He  must  presume 
them  to  be  as  pure  as  his  own,  and  look  only  to  the  practical  effect  of 
their  meiasures  when  compared  with  the  Constitution  or  the  public  good. 

But  it  has  been  urged  by  those  who  object  to  the  exercise  of  this  un- 
doubted cojostitutional  power  that  it  assails  the  representative  principle 
and  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves;  that  there  is  greater 
safety  in  a  numerous  representative  body  than  in  the  single  Executive 
created  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  Executive  veto  is  a  **  one-man 
power, ' '  despotic  in  its  character.  To  expose  the  fallacy  of  this  objec- 
tion it  is  only  necessary  to  consider  the  frame  and  true  character  of  our 
system.  Ours  is  not  a  consolidated  empire,  but  a  confederated  union. 
The  States  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  were  coordinate,  co- 
equal, and  separate  independent  sovereignties,  and  by  its  adoption  they 
did  not  lose  that  character.  They  clothed  the  Federal  Government  with 
certain  powers  and  reserved  all  others,  including  their  own  sovereignty, 
to  themselves.  They  guarded  their  own  rights  as  States  and  the  rights 
of  the  people  by  the  very  limitations  which  they  incorporated  into  the 
Federal  Constitution,  whereby  the  different  departments  of  the  General 
Government  were  checks  upon  each  other.  That  the  majority  should 
govern  is  a  general  principle  controverted  by  none,  but  they  must  govern 
according  to  the  Constitution,  and  not  according  to  an  undefined  and 
unrestrained  discretion,  whereby  they  may  oppress  the  minority. 
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The  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  they 
may  be  temporarily  misled,  and  that  their  representatives,  I^pLslative 
and  executive,  may  be  mistaken  or  influenced  in  their  action  by  improper 
motives.  They  have  therefore  interposed  between  themsehres  and  the 
laws  which  may  be  passed  by  their  public  agents  various  representa- 
tions, such  as  assemblies,  senates,  and  governors  in  their  several  States, 
a  House  of  Representatives,  a  Senate,  and  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  people  can  by  their  own  direct  agency  make  no  law,  nor 
can  the  House  of  Representatives,  immediately  elected  by  them,  nor  can 
the  Senate,  nor  can  both  together  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Pre^- 
dent  or  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Happily  for  themselves,  the  people  in  framing  our  admirable  -system 
of  government  were  conscious  of  the  infirmities  of  their  representatives, 
and  in  delegating  to  them  the  power  of  legislation  they  have  fenced 
them  around  with  checks  to  guard  against  the  eflFects  of  hasty  action, 
of  error,  of  combination,  and  of  possible  corruption.  Error,  selfishness, 
and  faction  have  often  sought  to  rend  asunder  this  web  of  checks  and 
subject  the  Government  to  the  control  of  fanatic  and  sinister  influences, 
but  these  efforts  have  only  satisfied  the  people  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
checks  which  they  have  imposed  and  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  them 
unimpaired. 

The  true  theory  of  our  system  is  not  to  govern  by  the  acts  or  decrees 
of  any  one  set  of  representatives.  The  Constitution  interposes  checks 
upon  all  branches  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  give  time  for  error  to 
be  corrected  and  delusion  to  pass  away;  but  if  the  people  settle  down  into 
a  firm  conviction  different  from  that  of  their  representatives  they  give 
effect  to  their  opinions  by  changing  their  public  servants.  The  checks 
which  the  jx^ople  imposed  on  their  public  servants  in  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  are  the  best  evidence  of  their  capacity  for  self-government. 
They  know  that  the  men  whom  they  elect  to  public  stations  are  of  like 
infirmities  and  passions  with  themselves,  and  not  to  be  trusted  without 
l)einjj^  restricted  by  ccKjrdinate  authorities  and  constitutional  limitations. 
Who  that  has  witnessed  the  legislation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thirty 
years  will  say  that  he  knows  of  no  instance  in  which  measures  not 
demanded  by  the  public  good  have  been  carried?  Who  will  deny  that 
in  the  vState  governments,  by  combinations  of  individuals  and  sections,  in 
derogation  of  the  general  interest,  banks  have  been  chartered,  systems 
of  internal  improvements  adopted,  and  debts  entailed  upon  the  people 
repressing  their  growth  and  impairing  their  energies  for  years  to  come? 

After  so  much  experience  it  can  not  be  said  that  absolute  unchecked 
jx)wer  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  any  one  set  of  representatives,  or  that  the 
capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government,  which  is  admitted  in  its 
broadest  extent,  is  a  conclusive  argument  to  prove  the  prudence,  v^isdom, 
and  integrity  of  their  representatives. 

The  people,  by  the  Constitution,  have  commanded  the  President,  as 
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much  as  they  have  commanded  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government, 
to  execute  their  will.  They  have  said  to  him  in  the  Constitution,  which 
they  require  he  shall  take  a  solemn  oath  to  support,  that  if  Congress 
pass  any  bill  which  he  can  not  approve  *  *  he  shall  return  it  to  the  House 
in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections. ' '  In  withholding  from  it  his 
approval  and  signature  he  is  executing  the  will  of  the  people,  constitu- 
tionally expressed,  as  much  as  the  Congress  that  passed  it.  No  bill  is 
presumed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  popular  will  until  it  shall  have 
passed  through  all  the  branches  of  the  Government  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  make  it  a  law.  A  bill  which  passes  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives may  be  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  so  a  bill  passed  by  the  Senate 
may  be  rejected  by  the  House.  In  each  case  the  respective  Houses  exer- 
cise the  veto  power  on  the  other. 

Congress,  and  each  House  of  Congress,  hold  under  the  Constitution 
a  check  upon  the  President,  and  he,  by  the  power  of  the  qualified  veto,  a 
check  upon  Congress.  When  the  President  recommends  measures  to 
Congress,  he  avows  in  the  most  solemn  form  his  opinions,  gives  his 
voice  in  their  favor,  and  pledges  himself  in  advance  to  approve  them  if 
passed  by  Congress.  If  he  acts  without  due  consideration,  or  has  been 
influenced  by  improper  or  corrupt  motives,  or  if  from  any  other  cause 
Congress,  or  either  House  of  Congress,  shall  differ  with  him  in  opinion, 
they  exercise  their  veto  upon  his  recommendations  and  reject  them;  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  their  decision  but  to  the  people  at  the  ballot 
box.  These  are  proper  checks  upon  the  Executive,  wisely  interposed  by 
the  Constitution.  None  will  be  found  to  object  to  them  or  to  wish  them 
removed.  It  is  equally  important  that  the  constitutional  checks  of  the 
Executive  upon  the  legislative  branch  should  be  preserved. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  Representatives  in  the  popular  branch  of  Con- 
gress are  chosen  directly  by  the  people,  it  is  answered,  the  people  elect 
the  President.  If  both  Houses  represent  the  States  and  the  people,  so 
does  the  President.  The  President  represents  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  as  each  member  of  the  legis- 
lative department  represents  portions  of  them. 

The  doctrine  of  restriction  upon  legislative  and  executive  power,  while 
a  well-settled  public  opinion  is  enabled  within  a  reasonable  time  to 
accomplish  its  ends,  has  made  our  country  what  it  is,  and  has  opened 
to  us  a  career  of  glory  and  happiness  to  which  all  other  nations  have 
been  strangers. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  veto  the  President  is  responsible 
not  only  to  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  but  to  the  people  of  the  whole 
Union,  who  elected  him,  as  the  representatives  in  the  legislative  branches 
who  differ  with  him  in  opinion  are  responsible  to  the  people  of  particular 
States  or  districts,  who  compose  their  respective  constituencies.  To  deny 
to  the  President  the  exercise  of  this  power  would  be  to  repeal  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  confers  it  upon  him.     To  charge  that 
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its  exercise  unduly  controls  tlw  legislative  will  is  to  complain  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself. 

If  the  Presidential  veto  Ix:  objected  to  upon  the  grouud  that  it  checks 
and  thwarts  the  popular  will,  upon  the  same  principle  the  equality  of 
representation  of  the  States  in  the  Senate  should  l>e  stricken  out  of  the 
Constitution.  The  vote  of  a  Senator  from  Delaware  has  equal  weight  in 
deciding  upon  the  most  important  measures  with  the  vote  of  a  Senator 
from  New  York,  and  yet  the  one  represents  a  State  containing,  according 
to  the  existing  apportionment  of  Representatives  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, but  one  thiny-fourth  part  of  the  population  of  the  other.  By 
the  constitutional  composition  of  the  Senate  a  majority  of  that  body  from 
the  smaller  States  represent  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  people  of  the 
Union.  There  are  thirt}'  States,  and  under  the  existing  apportionment 
of  Representatives  there  are  230  Members  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Sixteen  of  the  smaller  States  are  represented  in  that  House  by 
but  50  Members,  and  yet  the  Setiators  from  these  States  constitute  a 
majority  of  the  Senate.  So  tliat  the  President  may  recommend  a  meas- 
ure to  Congress,  and  it  may  recei\'e  the  sanction  and  appro\Til  of  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  all  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  large  States,  containing  more  than  three- fonrths  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  the  measure  may  I 
defeated  by  the  \"Otes  of  the  Senators  from  the  smaller  States.  None,  i 
is  presumed,  can  be  fotmd  ready  to  change  the  organizatiou  of  the  S 
ate  on  this  accoimt,  or  to  strike  that  body  practically  out  of  existei 
by  requiring  that  its  action  shall  be  conformed  to  the  will  of  the  nrare 
numerous  branch. 

Upon  the  same  principle  that  tlie  veto  of  the  President  shonM  be  prac- 
tically abolished  the  power  of  the  Vice-President  to  give  the  casting  votew 
upon  an  equal  division  of  the  Senate  should  be  abolished  also. 
Vice-President  exercises  the  veto  power  as  effectually  by  rejecting  a  b 
by  his  casting  vote  as  the  PreHdent  does  by  refusing  to  apprf«-c  and^^ 
sign  it.  This  power  has  been  exercised  by  the  Vice-President  in  a  few  J 
instances,  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  rejection  of  the  bill  tivl 
recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1811.  It  may  happen  that  M 
bill  may  be  passed  by  a  large  majority  of  the  House  of  Reprtsentali 
and  may  be  supported  by  the  Senators  from  the  larger  States,  and  I 
Vice-President  may  reject  it  by  gi^-ing  his  vote  with  the  Senators  i 
the  smaller  States;  and  yet  none,  it  is  presumed,  are  prepared  to  denjr 
him  the  exercise  of  this  power  under  the  Constitniion. 

But  it  is.  in  point  of  fact,  tmirue  that  an  act  passed  by  Congress  is  c 
elusive  evidence  that  it  is  an  emnnstion  of  the  popular  will.     A  nujoa 
of  the  whole  nuinl)rr  elected  to  each  House  »f  Congrew  constittitct 
quorum,  and  a  majority  of  that  quorum  is  competent  topasn  laws, 
might  happen  tlinl  n  quomm  of  tlie  Htrase  of  Reprcscntn fives,  c 
iog  of  3  single  member  more  than  half  tif  the  wliole  uunibci-  i^ln^ed  ^ 
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that  Hocwe,  ni^^fat  iMtssttbill  by  a -majority -of  a^nngle-vafte^and'hi'tiiat 
case  a  -fraction  more  than  ooe-ffmnth  of  iihe  'people  of  the 'United  States 
would  he  represented  bytinMie  ^wfao  voted  for  it.  Itrmigixt  happen  that 
the  saiae  bill  might  he  passed  by  a  toajorityof  one  of  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate,  composed  of  Senators  from  the  fifteen -amaUer  States  and  a  single 
Senator  irom  a  sixtcsenth  State;  and  if  the  .Senators  voting  for  it  hap- 
pened to  be  from  the  eight  of  .the  amallost  of  these.  States,,  it  would  be 
passed  by  the  votes  of  Senators  from  States  having  but  fourteen  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  containing  less  than  one- 
sixteenth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States.  This  extreme 
case  is  stated  to  illustrate  the  fact  that  the  mere  passage  of  a  bill  by 
Congress  is.no  conclusive  evidence  that  those  who  passed  it  represent 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  or  truly  reflect  their  will. 
If  such  an  extreme  case  is  not  likely  to  happen,  cases  that  approximate 
it  are  of  constant  occurrence.  It  is  believed  that  not  a  single  law  has 
been  passed  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  upon  which  all  the 
members  elected  to  both  Houses  have  been  present  and  voted.  Many  of 
the  most  important  acts  whi<^h  have  passed  Congress  have  been  carried 
by  a  close  vote  in  thin  "Houses.  Many  instances  of  this  might  be  given. 
Indeed,  our  experience  proves  that  many  of  the  most  important  acts  of 
Congress  are  postponed  to  the  last  days,  and  often -the  last  hours,  of  a 
session,  when  they  are  di^x)eed  of  in  haste,  «nd  by  Hoiises  bat  little 
exceeding  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  quorum. 

Besides,  in^most  of  the  States  tl^  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives are  chosen  by  ^urahties,  and  not  by  majorities  of  all  the  voters  tn 
their  respective  districts,  and  it  may  happen  that  a  majority  of  that  House 
may  be  returned  by  a  less  aggregate  vote  of  the  people  than  that  received 
by  the  minority. 

If  the  principle  insisted  on  be^ound,  then  the  Constitution  ^ould  be  so 
changed  that  no  bill  shall  become  a  law  unless  it  is  voted  for  by  members 
representing  in  eacli  Hoaase  a  majority  of  the  vehole  people  of  the  United 
States.  We  must  remodel  our  whole  system,  strike  down  and  abolish  not 
only  the  salutary  checks  lodged  in  the  executive  branch,  but  must  strike 
out  and  abolish  those  lodged  in  the  Senate  also,  and  thus  practically  invest 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government  in  a  majority  of  a  single  assembly — 
a  majority  uncontrolled  and  absolute,  and  which  may  become  despotic. 
To  conform  to  this  doctrine  of  the  right  of  majorities  to  rule,  independent 
of  the  checks  and  limitations  of  the  Constitution,  we  must  revolutionize 
our  whole  system;  we  must  destroy  the  constitutional  compact  by  which 
the  several  States  agreed  to  form  a  Federal  Union  and  rush  into  consoli- 
dation, which  must  end  m  monarchy  or  despotism.  No  one  advocates 
such  a  proposition,  and  yet  the  doctrine  maintained,  if  carried  out,  must 
lead  to  this  result. 

One  great  object  of  the  Constitution  in  conferring  upon  the  President  a 
qualified  iiegative  ujxwi  the  legislation  of  Congress  was  to  protect  minori- 
ties from  injttstice  and  oppression  by  majorities.  The  equahty  of  their 
r^resentation  in  the  Seioate  and  the  Ttto  power  of  the  President  are  the 
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constitutional  guaranties  which  the  smaller  States  have  that  their  rights 
will  be  respected.  Without  these  guaranties  all  their  interests  would  be 
at  the  mercy  of  majorities  in  Congress  representing  the  larger  States.  To 
the  smaller  and  weaker  States,  therefore,  the  preservation  of  this  power 
and  its  exercise  upon  proper  occasions  demanding  it  is  of  vital  impor- 
tance. They  ratified  the  Constitution  and  entered  into  the  Union,  secur- 
ing to  themselves  an  equal  representation  with  the  larger  States  in  the 
Senate;  and  they  agreed  to  be  bound  by  all  laws  passed  by  Congress 
upon  the  express  condition,  and  none  other,  that  they  should  be  approved 
by  the  President  or  passed,  his  objections  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses.  Upon  this  condition  they 
have  a  right  to  insist  as  a  part  of  the  compact  to  which  they  gave  their 
assent. 

A  bill  might  be  passed  by  Congress  against  the  will  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  a  particular  State  and  against  the  votes  of  its  Senators  and  all  its 
Representatives.  However  prejudicial  it  might  be  to  the  interests  of 
such  State,  it  would  be  bound  by  it  if  the  President  shall  approve  it  or  it 
shall  be  passed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses;  but  it  has  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  President  shall  exercise  his  constitutional  power  and 
arrest  it  if  his  judgment  is  against  it.  If  he  sturender  this  power,  or 
fail  to  exercise  it  in  a  case  where  he  can  not  approve,  it  would  make  his 
formal  approval  a  mere  mockery,  and  would  be  itself  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  dissenting  State  would  become  bound  by  a  law 
which  had  not  been  passed  according  to  the  sanctions  of  the  Constitution. 

The  objection  to  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  is  founded  upon  an 
idea  respecting  the  popular  will,  which,  if  carried  out,  would  annihilate 
State  sovereignty  and  substitute  for  the  present  Federal  Government  a 
consolidation  directed  by  a  supposed  numerical  majority.  A  revolution 
of  the  Government  would  be  silently  eflFected  and  the  States  would  be 
subjected  to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  g^ven  their  constitutional 
consent. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  invested  with  the  power  to 
declare,  and  has  declared,  acts  of  Congress  passed  with  the  conciurence 
of  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  approval  of  the 
President  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  yet  none,  it  is  presumed, 
can  be  found  who  will  be  disposed  to  strip  this  highest  judicial  tribunal 
under  the  Constitution  of  this  acknowledged  power — a  power  necessary 
aUke  to  its  independence  and  the  rights  of  indi\'iduals. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the  Executive  veto  should,  according  to  the 
doctrine  maintained,  be  rendered  nugatory,  and  be  practically  expunged 
from  the  Constitution,  this  power  of  the  court  should  also  be  rendered 
nugatory  and  be  expunged,  because  it  restrains  the  legislative  and  Exec- 
utive will,  and  because  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  court  may  be 
regarded  as  being  in  conflict  with  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves.     Indeed,  there  is  more  reason  for  striking  this  power  of  the 
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court  from  the  Constitution  than  there  is  that  of  the  qualified  veto  of 
the  President,  because  the  decision  of  the  court  is  final,  and  can  never  be 
reversed  even  though  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  President  should 
be  unanimous  in  opposition  to  it,  whereas  the  veto  of  the  President  may 
be  overruled  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  or  by 
the  people  at  the  polls. 

It  is  obvious  that  to  preserve  the  system  established  by  the  Constitu- 
tion each  of  the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Government — the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial — ^must  be  left  in  the  exercise  of  its  appropriate 
powers.  If  the  executive  or  the  judicial  branch  be  deprived  of  powers 
conferred  upon  either  as  checks  on  the  legislative,  the  preponderance 
of  the  latter  will  become  disproportionate  and  absorbing  and  the  others 
impotent  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  objects  for  which  they 
were  established.  Organized,  as  they  are,  by  the  Constitution,  they  work 
together  harmoniously  for  the  public  good.  If  the  Executive  and  the 
judiciary  shall  be  deprived  of  the  constitutional  powers  invested  in  them, 
and  of  their  due  proportions,  the  equilibrium  of  the  system  must  be  de- 
stroyed, and  consolidation,  with  the  most  pernicious  results,  must  ensue — 
a  consolidation  of  unchecked,  despotic  power,  exercised  by  majorities  of 
the  legislative  branch. 

The  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  each  constitutes  a  separate 
coordinate  department  of  the  Government,  and  each  is  independent  of 
the  others.  In  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties  under  the  Con- 
stitution neither  can  in  its  legitimate  action  control  the  others.  They 
each  act  upon  their  several  responsibilities  in  their  respective  spheres. 
But  if  the  doctrines  now  maintained  be  correct,  the  executive  must 
become  practically  subordinate  to  the  legislative,  and  the  judiciary  must 
become  subordinate  to  both  the  legislative  and  the  executive;  and  thus 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government  would  be  merged  in  a  single  depart- 
ment. Whenever,  if  ever,  this  shall  occur,  our  glorious  system  of  well- 
regulated  self-government  will  crumble  into  ruins,  to  be  succeeded,  first 
by  anarchy,  and  finally  by  monarchy  or  despotism.  I  am  far  from  be- 
lieving that  this  doctrine  is  the  sentiment  of  the  American  people;  and 
during,  the  short  period  which  remains  in  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
administer  the  executive  department  it  will  be  my  aim  to  maintain  its 
independence  and  discharge  its  duties  without  infringing  upon  the  pow- 
ers or  duties  of  either  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Government. 

The  power  of  the  Executive  veto  was  exercised  by  the  first  and  most 
illustrious  of  my  predecessors  and  by  four  of  his  successors  who  pre- 
ceded me  in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  it  is  beHeved  in 
no  instance  prejudicially  to  the  public  interests.  It  has  never  been  and 
there  is  but  little  danger  that  it  ever  can  be  abused.  No  President  will 
ever  desire  unnecessarily  to  place  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of 
Congress.  He  must  always  exercise  the  power  reluctantly,  and  only  in 
cases  where  his  convictions  make  it  a  matter  of  stem  duty,  which  he  can 
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not  escape;  lodeed,  there  is  mom-  danger  that  the-  Fnesidsnt,  fcom  the 
repugnanoerheiitust^alx^myB  feel  to  corns  is. oollisiDtt:mtii  Cuugnaw,  may 
fail  taeaercne^  it  in  QasKS^  where  the  poesecvatcon  oft  tiaa  Gonstitaticm 
irook  infmctioti,  or  the.  public  goo^.may  demani.  it  than  tiutber  will 
ever  exercise  it  utmeoesBarily  or  wantoaiy. 

During  the  period  I  have  administered  the  exeentxre  departmeiit  of 
the  Government  g^reat  and  impoiteat  qtiesticms}  of  pubiie  policy,  foreign 
and  domestic^  have  anaen^  ttpoa  whieh.  it  was  msf-  duty  to  act;  It-may, 
indeed)  be  truly  said,  that  my  Achninisteationi  has^  fiadkn  npen  eventful 
times;  I  have  felt  most  senaibly  the  wei^it  o£  the  high  cesponsibilities 
devolved  upon.  me.  With-  no>  other  object  than,  tiie  public  good,  the 
enduring  fame,  and.  permanent  proepcrity  of  my  comitry,  I  have  pursued 
the  convictions  of  my  own  best  jt^gment.  The  inqnurtiai  arbitrament  of 
enlightened  public  opinion,  present  and  future;  will  determixie  how  far 
the  pubUc  policy  I  have  maintained  and  the  measuices  I  have  from  time 
to  time  recommended  may  have  tended  to  advance  or  retard  the  public 
prosperity  at  home  and  to  elevate  or  depcess  the  estimate  of  our  national 
character  abroad. 

Invoking  the  blessings  of  the  Almighty  upon  yoor  del^ierations  at 
your  present  important  session,  my  ardent  hope  is  that  in  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  concord  you  may  be:  guided  to  wise  results,  and  such  as 
may  redound  to  the  happiness,  the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  our  beloved 

^^^^'  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  12,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  t/mted' States: 

I  nominate  Second  Lieutenant  Ulysses  S.  Grant  (since  promoted  first 
lieutenant),  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry',  to  be  first  lieutenant  by 
brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battle  of  Chapultepec, 
September  13,  1847,  as  proposed  in  the  accompanying  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  ^^^^^  ^   ^^^^ 

War  Department,  December  ri,  1S4S, 

The  pRKSmBNT  OP  THE  UnTTED  STATES. 

Sir:  The  brevet  of  captain  conferred  on  Second  Lieutenant  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
(since  promoted  first  lieutenant),  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate  on  the  13th  of  July,  1848,  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Chapultepec,  September  13,  1847,"  being  the  result  of  a  misappre- 
hension as  to  the  grade  held  by  that  officer  on  the  13th  of  September,  1847  (he  being 
then  a  second  lieutenant),  I  have  to  propose  that  the  brevet  of  captain  be  canceled 
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and  that  the  brevet  of  first  Ueuteimnt  '*for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the 

battle  of  Chapultepec,  September  13,  1847,'*  be  conferred  in  lieu  thereof. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  iie^pect,  yonc  obedient  sefVant, 

W.  I,.  M^OlCY. 


To  the  Senaiie  of  ike  l/niitd  Stales: 

I  transmit  k^sewitb,  for  the  cottsideradoii  and  afdxHce  of  t^  Senate 
with  fegard  toits  ratification,  a  treaty  conchktod'  on  the  6th  of  AugiiBt, 
184S,  by  I/.  B.  Fo^fell,  on  the'  pait  of  the  Umted  Stiates,  and  the  chiefs 
asd  headmen  o^  the  coosiedemted  bandis  of  ttie  Pawnee  India&s^,  tpg^ber 
witb'  a  vepBti  osf  the  GotHflNssioner  of  ItidilRii  Aftani)s  and  other  papers 
explanatory  o^  the  same.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  December  12,  184.S, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate 
with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  i8th  of  October, 
1848,  by  William  Medill,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Menomonee 
Indians,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Commissionea:  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  other  papers  explanatory  of  the  same.  TAM'ES  K   POLK 

Washington,  December  ^7,  184.8, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

m 

tn  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  nth  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  inform  that  body  *  *  whether  he  has  received 
any  information  that  American  citizens  have  been  imprisoned  or  arrested 
t^  British  authorities  m  kieknd,  and,  if  s^y  what  have  been  the  causes 
tfctereof  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  for  their  release,  and  if  not,  in 
Ms  opinion,  inconsistent  with  public  interest  to  furnish  this  House  with 
copies  of  all  correspondence  in  relation  thereto, ' '  I  communicate  here- 
with a  report  of  the  Secretary  oi  State,  together  with  the  accompanying 
oan«p<«i*m«  upon  the  s»bj«t.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

Washington,  December  2*/,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  commumcate  herewith,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contaisfted  ill 
the  resoluticm  of  the  Senate  of  tile  r9th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  accompanying  statement,  prepared  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  exhibits  the  annual  amount  appropri- 
ated on  account  of  the  Coast  Survey  from  the  commencemeat  of  s 

SttfVQV. 
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Washington,  January  z.  iSfi 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
i8th  of  December,  184S,  requesting  information  "under  what  law  or 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  what  other  authority,"  the  Secretarj- 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  "sanction  and  approval"  of  the  President, 
established  "a  tariff  of  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  Mexican  Republic 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,"  and  "by  what  legal,  constitutioual,  or 
other  authority"  the  "revenue  thus  derived"  was  appropriated  to  "th« 
support  of  the  Army  in  Mexico."  I  refer  the  House  to  my  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  7th  of  December,  1847.  to  my  message  to  the  Senate  of  the 
loth  of  February,  1848,  responding  to  a  call  of  that  body,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  communicated,  and  to  my  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  24th  of  July,  1848,  responding  to  a  call  of  that 
House.  The  resolution  assumes  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
"established  a  tariff  of  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  Mexican  Republic." 
The  contributions  collected  in  this  mode  were  not  established  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  by  a  miUtary  order  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent through  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  For  his  information  the 
President  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare  and  report 
to  him  a  scale  of  duties.  That  report  n-as  made,  and  the  President's 
military  order  of  the  31st  of  March,  1847,  was  based  upon  it.  The  docu- 
ments communicated  to  Congress  with  my  annual  message  of  December, 
1847,  show  the  true  character  of  that  order. 

The  authority  under  which  military  contributions  were  exacted  and 
collected  from  the  enemy  and  apphed  to  the  support  of  our  Army  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Mexico  was  stated  in  the  several  messages  referredi 
In  the  first  of  these  messages  I  informed  Congress  that — 


-Chan-       I 


On  the  31st  of  March  last  I  caused  an  order  to  be  issued  to  our  military  and 
commanders  to  levy  and  coUecta  military  contribution  upon  all  vessels  and  merchail> 
disc  which  might  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  in  our  military  occupation,  and 
to  apply  such  contributions  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  tlie  war.  By  virtue  of 
the  right  of  conquest  and  the  laws  of  war,  the  conqueror,  coiisuiting  his  own  safety 
or  convenience,  tnay  either  exclude  foreign  commerce  altogether  from  all  such  ports 
or  permit  it  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  prescribe-  Before  the  princi- 
pal ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded  by  our  Navy  the  revenue  derived  from  impact 
duties  under  the  laws  of  Mexico  was  paid  into  ttie  Mcicican  treasury, 
ports  had  fallen  into  our  military  possession  the  blockade  was  raised  i 
with  them  permitted  upon  prescribed  terms  and  conditions.  They  v 
the  trade  of  all  PBtions  upon  tile  pajmtent  of  duties  more  moderate  in 
than  those  which  had  been  previously  levied  by  Mexico,  and  tlie 
was  formerly  paid  into  the  Mexican  treasury,  was  directed  to  be 
military  and  naval  officers  and  applied  to  the  use  of  our  Army  and  Navy, 
taken  that  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  our  .^ntiy  and  Navy  she 
cinpted  fttim  the  operatioiu  of  tlic  order,  and,  as  the  merchatidiic 
which  tlie  otiler  operated  must  be  cousumcd  by  Mr-xican  cititcns,  the  coM 
:  in  effect  the  aeizure  of  lint  public  revenues  of  Uexica 
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tion  of  them  to  our  own  use.     In  directing  this  measure  the  object  was  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  contribute  as  far  as  practicable  toward  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

It  was  also  stated  in  that  message  that — 

Measures  have  recently  been  adopted  by  which  the  internal  as  well  as  the  exter- 
nal revenues  of  Mexico  in  all  places  in  our  military  occupation  will  be  seized  and 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  our  Army  and  Navy. 

The  policy  of  levying  upon  the  enemy  contributions  in  every  form  consistently 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  which  it  may  be  practicable  for  our  military  commanders 
to  adopt,  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  orders  to  this  effect  have 
accordingly  been  given.  By  such  a  policy,  at  the  same  time  that  our  own  Treasury 
•will  be  relieved  from  a  heavy  drain,  the  Mexican  people  will  be  made  to  feel  the 
burdens  of  the  war,  and,  consulting  their  own  interests,  may  be  induced  the  more 
readily  to  require  their  rulers  to  accede  to  a  just  peace. 

In  the  same  message  I  informed  Congress  that  the  amount  of  the 
**loan"  which  would  be  required  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war 
might  be  *  *  reduced  by  whatever  amount  of  expenditures  can  be  saved 
by  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,"  and  that  "  the  most  rig- 
orous measures  for  the  augmentation  of  these  contributions  have  been 
directed,  and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  expected  from  that  source.'* 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>',  in  his  annual  report  of  that  year,  in 
making  his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  loan  which  would  probably  be 
required,  reduced  the  sum  in  consideration  of  the  amount  which  would 
probably  be  derived  from  these  contributions,  and  Congress  authorized 
the  loan  upon  this  reduced  estimate. 

In  the  message  of  the  loth  of  February,  1848,  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
stated  that — 

No  principle  is  better  established  than  that  a  nation  at  war  has  the  right  of  shift- 
ing the  burden  off  itself  and  imposing  it  on  the  enemy  by  exacting  military  con- 
tributions. The  mode  of  making  such  exactions  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
conqueror,  but  it  should  be  exercised  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare. 

The  right  to  levy  these  contributions  is  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  war  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  practice  of  nations  has  Ijeen  in  accordance 
with  this  principle.  It  is  as  clearly  necessary  as  the  right  to  fight  battles,  and  its 
exercise  is  often  essential  to  the  subsistence  of  the  army. 

Entertaining  no  doubt  that  the  military  right  to  exclude  commerce  altogether 
from  the  ports  of  the  enemy  in  our  military  occui>ation  included  tlie  minor  right  of 
admitting  it  under  prescribed  conditions,  it  became  an  important  question  at  the  date 
of  the  order  whether  there  should  be  a  discrimination  between  vessels  and  cargoes 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  neu- 
tral nations. 

In  the  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  of  July, 
1848,  it  v/as  stated  that — 

It  is  from  the  same  source  of  authority  that  we  derive  the  unquestioned  right, 
after  the  war  has  been  declared  by  Congress,  to  blockade  the  ports  and  coasts  of  tho 
enemy,  to  captiure  his  towns,  cities,  and  provinces,  and  to  levy  contributions  upon 
him  for  the  support  of  our  Army.  Of  the  same  character  witli  these  is  tlie  right 
to  subject  to  our  temporary  mihtary  government  the  conquered  territories  of  our 
M  P— vol,  IV— 43 
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eaemy.     They  are  all  belligerent  rights,  and  their  exercise  is  as  essential  to  the  snc- 
cessful  prosecution  of  a  foreign  war  as  the  right  to  fight  battles. 

By  the  Constitution  the  power  to  **declare  war"  is  vested  in  Congress, 
and  by  the  same  instrument  it  is  provided  that  *  *  the  President  shall  be 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States ' '  and 
that  * '  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. ' ' 

When  Congress  have  exerted  their  power  by  declaring  war  against  a 
foreign  nation,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  prosecute  it.     The  Con- 
stitution has  prescribed  no  particular  mode  in  which  he  shall  perform 
this  duty.      The  manner  of  conducting  the  war  is  not  defined  by  the 
Constitution.     The  term  war  used  in  that  instrument  has  a  well- under- 
stood meaning  among  nations.     That  meaning  is  derived  from  the  laws 
<rf  nations,  a  code  which  is  recognized  by  all  civilized  powers  as  being 
obligatory  in  a  state  of  war.     The  power  is  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  manner  of  exercising  it  -is  regulated  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
When  Congress  have  declared  war,  they  in  effect  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  President  in  prosecuting  it,  by  land  and  sea,  to  resort  to  all  the 
modes  and  to  exercise  all  the  powers  and  rights  which  other  nations  at 
war  possess.     He  is  invested  with  the  same  power  in  this  respect  as  if 
lie  were  personally  present  commanding  our  fleets  by  sea  or  our  armies 
1^  land.     He  may  conduct  the  war  by  issuing  orders  for  fighting  bat- 
tles, besieging  and  capturing  cities,  conquering  and  holding  the  prov- 
inces of  the  enemy,  or  by  capturing  his  vessels  and  other  property  on 
the  hij^h  seas.      But  these  are  not  the  only  modes  of  prosecuting  war 
which  are  recognized  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  to  which  he  is  author- 
ized to  resort.     The  levy  of  contributions  on  the  enemy  is  a  right  of 
war  well  established  and  universally  acknowledged  among  nations,  and 
one  which  every  belligerent  possessing  the  ability  may  properly  exercise. 
The  most  a])proved  writers  on  public  law  admit  and  vindicate  this  right 
as  consonant  with  reason,  justice,  and  humanity. 

No  principle  is  better  established  than  that — 

We  have  a  right  to  deprive  our  cneTiiy  of  hi-;  ]K)sscssioTi«5,  of  evcni'thing  which 
may  iiugi:i.-nt  his  strength  an<l  e!Kil)lj  liini  U)  make  war.  This  everyone  endeavors 
to  accomplish  in  the  manner  most  suitable  to  him.  Whenever  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity w?  seize  on  the  cnmiy':;  property  and  convert  it  to  our  own  use,  and  thus, 
krsides  diminishing  the  en>  niy's  p  nver,  we  augment  our  own  and  obtain  at  least  a 
pnrtial  indemnification  or  equivalent,  either  for  what  constitutes  the  subject  of  the 
war  or  for  the  expenses  and  losses  incnrred  in  its  prosecution.  In  a  word,  >ve  do 
Ofurselves  justice. 

'•Instead  of  the  cnstom  of  pillaging  the  open  conntr>'  and  defenseless 
places,"  the  levy  of  contributitnis  has  been  "snbstitnted." 

Whoever  carries  on  a  just  war  has  a  right  to  make  the  enemy's  country  contribute 
to  the  support  of  his  army  and  to^-anl  defra}-ing  all  the  charges  of  the  war.  Thus 
be  obtains  a  part  of  what  is  dn  ^  to  him,  and  the  cncmyVs  subjects,  by  consentizvji^  to 
pnr  the  sum  demanded,  have  their  property  secured  from  pillage  axxl  the  oountr\-  is 
preserved. 
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These  principles,  it  is  believed,  are  uncontroverted  by  any  civilized 
nation  in  modem  times.  The  public  law  of  nations,  by  which  they  are 
recognized,  has  been  held  by  oy\x  highest  judicial  tribunal  as  a  code  which 
is  applicable  to  our  *  *  situation  "  in  a  state  of  war  and  binding  on  the 
United  States,  while  in  admiralty  and  maritime  cases  it  is  often  the  gov- 
erning rule.  It  is  in  a  just  war  that  a  nation  has  the  *' right  to  make 
the  enemy's  country  contribute  to  the  support  of  his  army. ' '  Not  doubt- 
ing that  our  late  war  with  Mexico  was  just  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  I  did  not  hesitate  when  charged  by  the  Constitution  with  its 
prosecution  to  exercise  a  power  common  to  all  other  nations,  and  Con- 
gress was  duly  informed  of  the  mode  and  extent  to  which  that  power 
had  been  and  would  be  exercised  at  the  commencement  of  their  first 
session  thereafter. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war  against  Mexico  by  Congress  the  United 
States  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  which  any  other  nation  at  war  would 
have  possessed.  These  rights  could  only  be  demanded  and  enforced  by 
the  President,  whose  duty  it  was,  as  **  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,''  to  execute  the  law  of  Congress  which 
declared  the  war.  In  the  act  declaring  war  Congress  provided  for  raising 
men  and  money  to  enable  the  President  * '  to  prosecute  it  to  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination."  Congress  prescribed  no  mode  of  conducting 
it,  but  left  the  President  to  prosecute  it  according  to  the  laws  of  nations 
as  his  guide.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  impracticable  for  Congress  to 
have  provided  for  all  the  details  of  a  campaign. 

The  mode  of  levying  contributions  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  conqueror,  subject  to  be  exercised,  however,  in  conformity 
with  the  laws  of  nations.  It  may  be  exercised  by  requiring  a  given  sum 
or  a  given  amount  of  provisions  to  be  furnished  by  the  authorities  of 
a  captured  city  or  province;  it  may  be  exercised  by  imposing  an  inter- 
nal tax  or  a  tax  on  the  enemy's  commerce,  whereby  he  may  be  deprived 
of  his  revenues,  and  these  may  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  con- 
queror. The  latter  mode  was  adopted  by  the  collection  of  duties  in  the 
ports  of  Mexico  in  our  military  occupation  during  the  late  war  with  that 
Republic. 

So  well  established  is  the  military  right  to  do  this  luider  the  laws 
of  nations  that  our  military  and  naval  oflScers  commanding  our  forces 
on  the  theater  of  war  adopted  the  same  mode  of  levying  contributions 
from  the  enemy  before  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1847,  was  issued.  The  general  in  command  of  the  Army  at  Vera  Cruz, 
upon  his  own  view  of  his  powers  and  duties,  and  without  specific  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect,  immediately  after  the  capture  of  that  city  adopted 
this  mode.  By  his  order  of  the  28th  of  March,  1847,  heretofore  commu- 
nicated to  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  directed  a  '*  temporary  and 
moderate  tariff  of  duties  to  be  established."  Such  a  tariff  was  estab- 
lished, and  contributioos  were  collected  under  it  and  applied  to  the  uses 
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of  our  Army.  At  a  still  earlier  period  the  same  power  was  exercised 
by  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  our  squadron  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
*  *  *  Not  doubting  the  authority  to  resort  to  this  mode,  the  order 
of  the  31st  of  March,  1847,  ^^^  issued,  and  was  in  effect  but  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  pre\4ous  orders  of  these  officers,  by  making  the  rates  of  con- 
tribution uniform  and  directing  their  collection  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
enemy  in  our  mihtary  occupation  and  under  our  temporary  military 
government. 

The  right  to  \t\y  contributions  upon  the  enemy  in  the  form  of  import 
and  export  duties  in  his  ports  was  sanctioned  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico.  By  that  treaty  both  Governments  recognized  *  *  =!=  and 
confirmed  the  exercise  of  that  right.  By  its  provisions  **the  custom- 
houses at  all  the  ports  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  * '  were, 
upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Mexican 
authorities,  "together  with  all  bonds  and  evidences  of  debt  for  duties 
on  importations  and  exportations  not  yet  fallen  due;''  and  **all  duties  on 
imports  and  on  exports  collected  at  such  custom-houses  or  elsewhere  in 
Mexico  by  authority  of  the  United  States'*  before  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  the  Mexican  Government  were  to  be  retained  bj-  the  United 
States,  and  only  the  net  amount  of  the  duties  collected  after  this  period 
was  to  be  *' delivered  to  the  Mexican  Government.**  By  its  pro\nsioiis 
also  all  merchandise  * '  impcMted  previously  to  the  restoration  of  the  cus- 
tom-houses to  the  Mexican  authorities**  or  "exported  from  any  Mexi- 
can port  whilst  in  the  occupation  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  * '  was 
protected  from  confiscation  and  from  the  payment  of  an}*  import  or  ex- 
port duties  to  the  Mexican  Government,  even  although  the  importation 
of  such  merchandise  '  *  be  prohibited  by  the  Mexican  tariff. ' '  The  treaty 
also  provides  that  should  the  custom-houses  be  surrendered  to  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  in  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  its  signature,  the 
rates  of  duty  on  merchandise  imposed  by  the  United  States  were  in  that 
event  to  sur\nve  the  war  until  the  end  of  this  period;  and  in  the  meantime 
Mexican  custom-house  officers  were  bound  to  \^\y  no  otlier  duties  thereon 
"than  the  duties  established  by  the  tariff  found  in  force  at  such  custom- 
houses at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of  the  same. ' '  The  * '  tariff  found 
in  force  at  such  custom-houses,"  which  is  recognized  and  sustained  by 
this  stipulation,  was  that  established  by  the  military  order  of  the  31st  of 
March,  i<S47,  as  a  mcxle  of  levying  and  collecting  military  contributions 
from  the  enemy. 

The  rij^ht  to  blockade  the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  enemy  in  war  is  no 
more  provided  for  or  prescril^ed  by  the  Constitution  than  the  right  to 
levy  and  collect  contributions  from  him  in  the  form  of  duties  or  other- 
wise, and  yet  it  has  not  Ix^en  questioned  that  the  President  had  the  power 
after  war  had  Ix^n  declared  by  Congress  to  order  our  Navy  to  blockade 
the  ports  and  coasts  of  Mexico.  The  right  in  both  cases  exists  under  the 
laws  of  nations.     If  the  President  can  not  order  military  oontributions 
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to  be  collected  without  an  act  of  CongresB,  £or  the  some  refison.  he  can 
not  order  a  blockade;  non  can  he  direct  the  enemy's  vessels  to  be  cap- 
tured oa  thie  hi^h  seas;  nor  can.  he  order  ouor  milkary  and  naval  officers 
to  invade  the  enemy's  country,  conquer,  hold,  and  subject  to otar  military 
government  his  dties  and  provinces;  nor  can  he  give  to  our  military  and 
naval  commanders  orders  to  perform  many  other  acts  essential  to  success 
in  war. 

If  when  the  City  of  Mexico  was  captured  the  commander  of  our 
forces  had  found  in  the  Mexican  treasury  public  money  which  the 
enemy  had  provided  to  support  his  army,  can  it  be  doubted  that  he 
possessed  the  right  to  seize  and  appropriate  it  for  the  use  of  our  own 
Army?  If  the  money  captured  from  the  enemy  could  have  been  thus 
lawfully  seized  and  appropriated,  it  would  have  been  by  virtue  of  the 
laws  of  war,  recognized  by  all  civilized  nations;  and  by  the  same  author- 
ity the  sources  of  revenue  and  of  supply  of  the  enemy  may  be  cut  off 
from  him,  whereby  he  may  be  weakened  and  crippled  in  his  means  of 
continuing  or  waging  the  war.  If  the  commanders  of  our  forces,  while 
acting  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
country  and  surrounded  by  a  hostile  population,  possess  none  of  these 
essential  and  indispensable  powers  of  war,  but  must  halt  the  Army  at 
every  step  of  its  progress  and  wait  for  an,  act  of  Congress  to  be  passed 
to  authorize  tiaem  to  do  that  which  every  other  nation  has  the  right  to 
do  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  nations,  then,  indeed,  is  the  Government  of 
tiie  United.  States  in  a  condition  of  imbecility  and  weakness,  which  must 
in  all  future  time  sender  it  impossil^  tx>  prosecute  a  foreign  war  in.  an 
enemy's  cotintry  saGeeasfully  or  to  vindicate  the  national  rights  and  the 
national  honor  by  war. 

The  contribntinns  levied  were  collected  in  the  enemy's  country,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  ** applied"  in  the  enemy's  country  **  toward  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  war,"  and  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress 
for  that  purpose  were  thus  relieved,  and  considerable  balances  remained 
undrawn  from  the  Treasury.  The  amount  of  contributions  remaining 
unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  war,  as  far  as  the  accounts  of  collecting 
and  disbursing  officers  have  been  settled,  have  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury in  pursuance  of  an  order  for  that  purpose,  except  the  sum  *  *  applied 
toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  dne  under  the  treaty  with 
Mexico,"  as  stated  in  my  last  annnal  message,  for  which  an  appropria- 
tion had  been  made  by  Congress.  The  accounts  of  some  of  these  officers, 
as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  accompanying  that  mes- 
sage, will  require  legislation  before  they  can  be  finally  settled. 

In  the  late  war  with  Mexico  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  levy  of 
contributions  and  the  seizure  of  the  sources  of  public  revenue  upon 
which  the  enemy  relied  to  enable  him  to  contintie  the  war  essentially 
contributed  to  hasten  peace.  By  those  means  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  Mexico  were  made  to  feel  the  pressure  of  the  war  and  to  realize 
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that  if  it  were  protracted  its  burdens  and  inconveniences  must  be  borne 
by  themselves.  Notwithstanding  the  great  success  of  our  arms,  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  an  honorable  peace  would  yet  have  been  obtained 
but  for  the  very  contributions  which  were  exacted. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  January  /,  /<?/p. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  and  advice  with  regard 
to  its  ratification,  a  convention  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  communication  by  post  between  their  respective  territories,  concluded 
and  signed  at  London  on  the  15th  December  last,  together  with  an 
explanatory  dispatch  from  our  minister  at  that  Court. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  January  2g,  184^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2  ist 
December,  1848,  requesting  the  President  *'to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
ate (if,  in  his  opinion,  not  incompatible  with  the  public  service)  a  copy 
of  the  dispatches  transmitted  tOs  the  Secretary  of  State  in  August  last 
by  the  resident  minister  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  reference  to  the  service  and 
general  conduct  of  Commodore  G.  W.  Storer,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
United  States  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. '  * 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  fanuary  29,  1849, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  20, 
1848,  requesting  the  President  * '  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  amount 
of  moneys  and  property  received  during  the  late  war  wdth  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  at  the  different  ports  of  entr3%  or  in  any  other  way  within  her  lim- 
its, and  in  what  manner  the  same  has  been  expended  or  appropriated. ' ' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  i,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Navy,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  January,  1849,  '*that  the  petition  and 
papers  of  John  B.  Emerson  be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  a  report  thereon  to  be  made  to 
the  Senate,  wherein  the  public  officer  making  such  report  shall  state  in 
what  cases,  if  any,  the  United  States  have  used  or  employed  the  invention 
of  said  Emerson  contrary  to  law,  and,  further,  whether  any  compensa- 
tion therefor  is  justly  due  to  said  Emerson,  and,  if  so,  to  what  amount  in 
each  case/'  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  February  5,  iS^g^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate  with 
regard  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  24th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1848,  by  Morgan  L.  Martin  and  Albert  G.  Ellis,  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  sachem,  councilors,  and  headmen 
of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  and  other  papers  explanatory  of  the  same. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 


Washington,  February  8,  1849, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th 
instant,  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
accompanied  with  all  the  documents  and  correspondence  relating  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  at 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  on  the  2d  February,  1848,  and  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  thereto,  as  requested  by  the  House  in  the  said  resolutions. 

Amongst  the  documents  transmitted  will  be  found  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions given  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  who  took 
to  Mexico  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  Senate  and  ratified  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  my  message  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  29th  of  July,  1848, 1  gave  as  my  reason  for  decHning  to 
furnish  these  instructions  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
that  **in  my  opinion  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests 
to  give  publicity  to  them  at  the  present  time.''  Although  it  may  still 
be  doubted  whether  giving  them  publicity  in  our  own  country,  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  in  Mexico,  may  not  have  a  prejudicial  influence 
on  our  public  interests,  yet,  as  they  have  been  again  called  for  by  the 
House,  and  called  for  in  connection  with  other  docimients,  to  the  cor- 
rect understanding  of  which  they  are  indispensable,  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  transmit  tti^in. 
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I  still  entertain  the  opmion  expreflaed  in  the  message  ccfeued  to,  that — 

As  a  general  rale  applicable  to  all  our  important  negotiatioiisirith  foreign  powers, 
it  anilfl  not  fail  to  be  prejudicial  to  thepudDbc  iatereflte  tD'pid>lisfa  the  instmctioiis  to 
our  miaisters  until  aaau^  time  had  elapsed  after  the  condiisioii  of  such  iMgotiatiflas. 

in  these  instmctioos  of  the  i8th  of  March,  1848,  it  will  he  perceived 
that— 

The  task  was  assigned  to  the  conmiissioners  of  the  United  States  of  consummating 
the  treaty  of  peace,  which  was  signed  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  on  the  2d  day  of  Feh- 
ruary  last,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  winch  on  tlie 
loth  of  March  last  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  with  amendments. 

They  were  informed  that — 

This  brief  statement  will  indicate  to  you  clearly  the  line  of  your  duty.  You  are 
not  sent  to  ^Icxico  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  any  new  treaty,  or  of  changing  in 
any  particular  the  ratified  treaty  which  you  Avill  bear  with  you.  None  of  the  amend- 
ments adopted  by  the  Senate  can  be  rejected  or  modified  except  by  the  aotihority 
of  that  bod}'.  Your  whole  duty  will,  then,  cotsist  in  using  every  honorable  e£Eort 
to  obtain  from  the  Mexican  Government  a  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  the  lorm  in 
which  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  this  with  the  least  practicable  delay. 
♦  ♦  *  For  this  purpose  it  may,  and  most  probably  will,  become  necessary  that 
you  should  explain  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  or  to  the  authorized 
agents  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  the  Senate  fn 
adopting  these  several  amendments  to  the  treaty.  This  duty  you  will  perform  as 
much  as  possible  by  personal  conferences.  Diplomatic  notes  are  to  be  avoided  unless 
in  case  of  necessity.  These  might  lead  to  endless  discussions  and  indefinite  delay. 
Besides,  they  could  not  have  any  practical  result,  as  your  mission  is  confined  to  pro- 
curing a  ratification  from  the  Mexican  Government  of  the  treaty  as  it  came  from  the 
Senate,  and  does  not  extend  to  the  slightest  modification  in  any  of  its  provisions. 

The  commissionerR  were  sent  to  Mexico  to  procure  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  Senate.  Their  instructkHis  confined  them 
to  this  pfiint.  It  was  pro])er  that  the  amendments  to  the  treaty  adopted 
by  the  United  vStates  should  he  explained  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
and  explanations  were  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  his  letter  of  the 
iSth  of  March,  1S48,  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreigTi  afFoirs,  under 
my  direction.  This  dispatch  was  communicated  to  Congress  with  my 
messaj^e  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  communicating  the  treaty  of  peace,  apd 
published  by  their  order.  This  dispatch  was  transmitted  by  our  com- 
missioners from  the  Chy  of  Mexico  t(j  the  Mexican  Government,  then  at 
Queretaro,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1.S4S,  and  its  receipt  acknowledged  on 
the  icjih  of  the  same  month.  During^  the  whole  time  that  the  treaty,  as 
amended,  was  Ixrfore  the  Congress  of  Mexico  these  explanations  of  the 
Secretur>'  of  State,  and  these  alone,  were  l)efore  them. 

Tlie  Presiderrt  of  Mexico,  on  these  explanations,  on  the  8th  day  of 
May,  1S4S,  submitted  the  amended  treaty  to  the  Mexican  CongTess.  and 
on  the  25th  of  May  that  Congress  approved  the  treaty  as  amended,  i^-ith- 
out  m(xlification  or  alteration.  The  final  action  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
gress had  taken  place  l)efore  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  had 
Ijeen  officially  received  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  or  held  any  confer- 
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ence  with  them,  or  had  any  other  communication  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty  except  to  transmit  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  their  dispatch  transmitted  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  the  6th 
•of  July  last,  communicating  the  treaty  of  peace,  dated  ''City  of  Queretaro, 
May  25,  1848,  9  o'clock  p.  m.,'*  the  commissioners  say: 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  this  city  this  afternoon  at 
about  5  o'clock,  and  that  the  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
passed  the  Mexican  Senate  about  the  hour  of  our  arrival  by  a  vote  of  33  to  5.  It  hav- 
ing previously  passed  the  House  of  Deputies,  nothing  now  remains  but  to  exchange 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  next  day  (the  26th  of  May)  the  commissioners  were  for  the 
first  time  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Republic  and  their  creden- 
tials placed  in  his  hands.  On  this  occasion  the  commissioners  delivered 
an  address  to  the  President  of  Mexico,  and  he  replied.  In  their  dispatch 
of  the  30th  of  May  the  commissioners  say: 

We  inclose  a»copy  of  our  address  to  the  President,  and  also  a  copy  of  his  reply. 
Several  conferences  afterwards  took  place  between  Messrs.  Rosa,  Cuevas,  Conto,  and 
ourselves,  which  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  recapitulate,  as  we  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  protocol,  which  contains  the  substance  of  the  conversations.  We  have  now  the 
satisfaction,to  announce  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  was  effected  to-day. 

This  dispatch  was  commtmicated  with  my  message  of  the  6th  of  July 
last,  and  published  by  order  of  Congress. 

The  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
accompanying  papers  and  the  evidence  that  in  that  form  it  had  been 
ratified  by  Mexico,  was  received  at  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1848,  and  immediately  proclaimed  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  On 
the  6th  of  July  I  communicated  to  Congress  tlie  ratified  treaty,  with 
such  accompanying  documents  as  were  deemed  material  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  Congress  might  adopt  the  legis- 
lation necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  Neither  the 
address  of  the  cofnmissioners,  nor  the  reply  of  the  President  of  Mexico 
on  the  occasion  of  their  presentation,  nor  the  memorandum  of  conversa- 
tions embraced  in  the  paper  called  a  protocol,  nor  the  correspondence 
now  sent,  were  communicated,  because  they  were  not  regarded  as  in  any 
way  material;  and  in  this  I  conformed  to  the  practice  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  rarely,  if  ever,  happens  that  all  the  correspondence,  and  espe- 
cially the  instructions  to  our  ministers,  is  communicated.  Copies  of 
these  papers  are  now  transmitted,  as  being  within  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  calling  for  all  'such  ' '  correspondence  as  appertains  to  said  treaty. '  * 

When  these  papers  were  received  at  Washington,  peace  had  been  re- 
stored, the  first  installment  of  three  millions  paid  to  Mexico,  the  block- 
ades were  raised,  the  City  of  Mexico  evacuated,  and  our  troops  on  their 
return  home.  The  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  treaty,  as  ratified  by  the 
United  States,  was  binding  on  both  parties,  and  already  executed  in  a 
great  degree.     In  this  condition  of  things  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
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the  Catholics  of  the  ceded  territories  and  their  ecclesiastical  authorities, 
**even  althotigh  such  authority  should  reside  within  the  limits  of  the 
Mexican  Republic  as  defined  by  this  treaty.  * ' 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty,  as  adopted  by  the  Senate,  is  much 
more  comprehensrve  in  its  terms  and  explicit  in  its  meaning^  and  it 
clearly  embraces  tn  comparatively  few  words  all  the  guaranties  inserted 
in  the  original  article.     It  is  as  follows: 

Mexicans  who,  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  shall  not  preserve  the  character  of  citi- 
zens of  the  Mexican  Republic,  conformably  with  what  is  stipulated  in  the  preceding 
article,  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  ctf  the  United  States  and  be  admitted  at 
the  proper  time  (to  be  judged  of  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States)  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  rights  of  citizeUs  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  meantime  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
free  enjo>'ment  of  their  liberty  and  property  and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion  without  restriction. 

This  article,  which  was  substantially  copied  from  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
provides  equally  with  the  original  article  for  the  admission  of  these  inhab- 
itants into  the  Union,  and  in  the  meantime,  whilst  they  shall  remain  in 
a  Territorial  state,  by  one  sweeping  provision  declares  that  they  **  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  prop- 
erty and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without  restriction. " 

This  guaranty  embraces  ever>^  kind  of  property,  whether  held  by  eccle- 
siastics or  laymen,  whether  belonging  to  corporations  or  individuals.  It 
secures  to  these  inhabitants  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without 
restriction,  whether  they  choose  to  place  themselves  under  the  spiritual 
authority  of  pastors  resident  within  the  Mexican  Republic  or  the  ceded 
territories.  It  was,  it  is  presumed,  to  place  this  construction  beyond  all 
question  that  the  Senate  superadded  the  words  * '  without  restriction ' '  to 
the  religious  guaranty  contained  in  the  corresponding  article  of  the  Loui- 
siana treaty.  Congress  itself  does  not  possess  the  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  make  any  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  reUgion. 

If  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty,  whether  in  its  original  or  amended 
form,  had  been  entirely  omitted  in  the  treaty,  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  either  of  them  confers  would  have  been  secured  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territories  by  tlie  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  protocol  asserts  that  *'  the  American  Government,  by  suppressing 
the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe,  did  not  in  any  way  intend 
to  annul  the  grants  of  lands  made  by  Mexico  in  the  ceded  territories;" 
that  **  these  grants,  notwithstanding  the  suppression  of  the  article  of  the 
treaty,  presen'e  the  legal  value  which  they  may  possess;  and  the  grantees 
may  cause  their  legitimate  titles  to  Ije  acknowledged  before  the  American 
tribunals;"  and  then  proceeds  to  state  that,  "conformably  to  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  legitimate  titles  to  ever>'  description  of  property,  per- 
sonal and  real,  existing  in  the  ceded  territories  are  those  which  were 
legitimate  titles  under  the  Mexican  law  in  California  and  New  Mexico 
up  to  the  i^th  of  May,  1846,  and  in  Texas  up  to  the  2d  of  March,  1836." 
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any  modification  or  chSinge  of  the  amended  treaty.     If  such  had  been  its, 
effect,  it  was  a  nullity  tmtil  approved  by  the  Mexican  Congress;  and  such 
approval  was  never  made  or  intimated  to  the  United  States.     In  the  final 
consummation  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  President  of  Mexico . 
no  reference  is  made  to  it.     On  the  contrary,  this  ratification,  which  waS; 
deUvered  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  in  the 
State  Department,  contains  a  full  and  explicit  recognition  of  the  amend-, 
ments  of  the  Senate  just  as  they  had  been  communicated  to  that  Gov- 
ernment by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  been  afterwards  approved  by  the 
Mexican  Congress.     It  declares  that — 

Having  seen  and  examined  the  sard  treaty  and  the  modifications  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having  given  an  account  thereof  to  the 
General  Congress,  conformably  to  the  requirement  in  the  fourteenth  paragraph  of 
the  one  hundred  and  tenth  article  of  the  federal  constitution  of  these  United  States,^ 
that  body  has  thought  proper  to  approve  of  the  said  treaty,  with  the  modifications 
thereto,  in  all  their  parts;  and  in  consequence  thereof,  exerting  the  power  granted 
to  me  by  the  constitution,  I  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  treaty  with  its  modifi- . 
cations,  and  promise,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  to  fulfill  and  observe  it, 
and  to  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  observed. 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  protocol,  when  it  was  received  with  the. 
ratified  treaty,  I  did  not  regard  it  as  material  or  as  in  any  way  attempt-, 
ing  to  modify  or  change  the  treaty  as  it  had  been  amended  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

The  first  explanation  which  it  contains  is: 

That  the  American  Government,  by  suppressing  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty, 
of  Guadalupe  and  substituting  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  did  not 
intend  to  diminish  in  any  way  what  was  agjreed  upon  by  the  aforesaid  article  ( ninth ) 
in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territories  ceded  by  Mexico.  Its  understanding  is , 
that  all  of  that  agreement  is  contained  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana. 
In  consequence,  all  the  privileges  and  guaranties— civil,  political,  and  religious — 
which  would  have  been  possessed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  if  the 
ninth  article  of  the  treaty  had  been  retained  will  be  enjoyed  by  them  without  any 
difference  under  the  article  which  has  been  substituted. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  original  treaty  stipulated  for  the  incorpora-. 
tion  of  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  and  their  admis- . 
sion  into  the  Union  * '  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."     It  provided  also  that  in  th^  meantime  they  should 
be  maintained  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  their  proj)erty,  and  their 
civil  rights  now  vested  in  them  according  to  the  Mexican  laws.    It  se- 
ctu-ed  to  them  similar  political  rights  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  at  least  equal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  when  they  were  in  a  Territorial  condition.     It 
then  proceeded  to  guarantee  that  ecclesiastics  and  religious  corporations . 
should  be  protected  in  the  discharge  of  the  offices  of  their  ministry  and 
the  enjoyment  of  their  property  of  every  kind,  whether  individual  or  cor-, 
porate,  and,  finally,  that  there  should  be  a  fr^  commtinication  between 
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at  the  same  time  sanctioned  and  ratified  the  last  paragraph  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty,  which  declares  that — 

In  the  said  territories  property  of  every  kind  now  belonging  to  Mexicans  not 
established  there  shall  be  inviolably  respected.  The  present  owners,  the  heirs  of 
these,  and  all  Mexicans  who  may  hereafter  acquire  said  property  by  contract  shall 
enjoy  with  respect  to  it  guaranties  equally  ample  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Without  any  stipulation  in  the  treaty  to  this  effect,  all  such  vaUd  titles 
under  the  Mexican  Government  would  have  been  protected  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  third  and  last  explanation  contained  in  the  protocol  is  that — 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  suppressing  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
article  12  of  the  treaty,  did  not  intend  to  deprive  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  free 
and  unrestrained  faculty  of  ceding,  conveying,  or  transferring  at  any  time  (as  it  may 
judge  best)  tlie  sum  of  the  1 12,000,000  which  the  same  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  to  deliver  in  the  places  designated  by  the  amended  article. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  original  twelfth  article,  thus  sup- 
pressed by  the  Senate,  is  in  the  following  language: 

Certificates  in  proper  form  for  the  said  installments,  respectively,  in  such  sums 
as  shall  be  desired  by  the  Mexican  Government,  and  transferable  by  it,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  said  Government  by  that  of  the  United  States. 

From  this  bare  statement  of  facts  the  meaning  of  the  protocol  is  ol> 
vious.  Although  the  Senate  had  decUned  to  create  a  Government  stock 
for  the  $12,000,000,  and  issue  transferable  certificates  for  the  amount  in 
such  sums  as  the  Mexican  Government  might  desire,  yet  they  could  not 
have  intended  thereby  to  deprive  that  Government  of  the  faculty  which 
every  creditor  possesses  of  transferring  for  his  own  benefit  the  oblii;a- 
tion  of  his  debtor,  whatever  this  may  be  worth,  according  to  his  will  and 
pleasure. 

It  can  not  be  doubted  that  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  as  it  now 
stands  contakis  a  positive  obligation,  **in  consideration  of  the  extension 
acquired  by  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,"  to  pay  to  the  Mexi- 
can Republic  $12,000,000  in  four  equal  annual  installments  of  three 
millions  each.  This  obligation  may  be  assigned  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  any  person  whatever,  but  the  assignee  in  such  case  would 
stand  in  no  better  condition  than  the  Government.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senate  prohibiting  the  issue  of  a  Government  transferable  stock 
for  the  amount  produces  this  effect  and  no  more. 

The  protocol  contains  nothing  from  which  it  can  be  inferred  that  the 
assignee  could  rightfully  demand  the  payment  of  the  money  in  case 
the  consideration  should  fail  which  is  stated  on  the  face  of  the  obli- 
gation. 

With  this  view  of  the  whole  protocol,  and  considering  that  the  ex- 
planations which  it  contained  were  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  I 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take  any  action  upon  the  subject.     Had  it 
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varied  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  although 
it  wotdd  even  then  have  been  a  nullity  in  itself,  yet  duty  might  have 
required  that  I  should  make  this  fact  known  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. This  not  being  the  case,  I  treated  it  in  the  same  manner  I  would 
have  done  had  these  explanations  been  made  verbally  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  aflFairs  and  communicated  in 
a  dispatch  to  the  State  Department.  TAMES  K  POLK 

Washington,  February  p,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  that  body,  in  **  execu- 
tive or  open  session,  in  his  discretion,  any  instructions  given  to  Ambrose 
H.  Sevier  and  Nathan  Clifford,  commissioned  as  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  or 
to  either  of  said  ministers,  prior  to  the  ratification  by  the  Government  of 
Mexico  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  that  Repub- 
lic,** and  certain  correspondence  and  other  papers  specified  in  the  said 
resolution,  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
together  with  copies  of  the  documents  called  for. 

Having  on  the  8th  instant,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  its  terms  more  comprehensive  than  that  of 
the  Senate,  communicated  these  and  all  other  papers  appertaining  to  the 
same  subject,  with  a  message  to  that  House,  this  communication  is  made 
to  the  Senate  in  **open'*  and  not  in  ** executive'*  session. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  12,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  December  28,  1848,  requesting  *'to  be  informed  of  the  number 
of  vessels  annually  employed  in  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  annual  cost 
thereof,  and  out  of  what  fund  they  were  paid;  also  the  number  of  per- 
sons annually  employed  in  said  Survey  who  were  not  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States;  also  the  amount  of  money  received  by  the 
United  States  for  maps  and  charts  made  under  such  Survey  and  sold 
under  the  act  of  1844."  j^mes  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  14,  1849, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  % 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 


688  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to 
that  body  the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session 
to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection  of  certain  btdldhigs  for 
the  use  of  the  Choctaw  academy;  also  the  evidence  of  the  cost  of  said 

^^^^^Ss.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  February  2j,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompan}4ng  documents,  in  compHance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  **to  transmit 
to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  service,  any  corre- 
spondence between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties in  the  island  of  Cuba  relating  to  the  imprisonment  in  said  island 
of  WilHam  Henry  Rush,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.'* 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WASHn^GTON,  February  ^7,  184.9, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  ultimo,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  list  of  all  the  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations 
conferring  upon  the  vessels  of  such  nations  the  right  of  trading  between 
the  United  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  productions  of  ever)' 
country  upon  the  same  terms  with  American  \essels,  with  the  date  of 
the  proclamation  of  such  treaties;  also  a  list  of  the  proclamations  con- 
ferring similar  rights  upon  the  vessels  of  foreign  nations  issued  hy  the 
President  of  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing discriminating  duties  on  tonnage  and  impost  and  to  equalize  the 
duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,'  '  approved  May  24.  1828. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington.  March  2,  1849, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  December.  1848,  rec^uesting  the 
President  *  *  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  House,  if  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  the  correspondence  of  George  W.  Gordon,  late,  and 
Gorham  Parks,  the  present,  consol  of  the  United  Statics  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
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with  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade; 
also  any  unpublished  correspondence  on  the  same  subject  by  the  Hon. 
Henry  A.  Wise,  our  late  minister  to  Brazil." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  March  2,  184.9, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretar>''  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President 
to  communicate  to  that  House  a  list  of  all  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and 
commercial  agents  now  in  the  ser\-ice  of  the  United  States,  their  resi- 
dence, distinguishing  such  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
such  as  are  not,  and  to  inform  the  said  House  whether  regular  returns 
of  their  fees  and  perquisites  and  the  tonnage  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  within  their  respective  consulates  or  agencies  have  been  regularly 
made  by  each,  and  to  communicate  the  amount  of  such  fees  and  perqui- 
sites for  certain  years  therein  specified,  together  with  the  number  of  ves- 
sels and  amount  of  tonnage  which  entered  and  cleared  within  each  of  the 
consulates  and  agencies  for  the  same  period;  also  the  number  of  seamen 
cC  the  United  States  who  have  been  provided  for  and  sent  home  from 
eadi  of  the  said  consulates  for  the  time  aforesaid. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  2,  1849, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, accompanying  a  report  from  the  Sohcitor  of  the  Treasur>'  present- 
ing a  view  of  the  operations  of  that  office  since  its  organization. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

[From  Senate  Journal,  Thirtieth  Congress,  second  session,  p.  349.] 

Washington,  January  2,  1849 

To  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

Sir:  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  States  requiring  that  the  Senate 
should  be  in  session  on  Monday,  the  5th  of  March  next,  to  receive  and 
act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  your  attention  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  this  city,  on  that 
day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  accordingly  requested. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
M  P— vox.  IV— 44 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  loth 
January,  1849,  entitled  **An  act  to  extend  certain  privileges  to  the  town 
of  Whitehall,  in  the  State  of  New  York/*  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>',  is 
authorized  to  extend  to  the  town  of  Whitehall  the  same  privileges  as 
■are  conferred  on  certain  ports  named  in  the  seventh  section  of  an  act 
'entitled  *  *  An  act  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  merchandise  exported 
in  the  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  and 
to  the  British  North  American  Provinces  adjoining  the  United  States," 
passed  3d  March,  1845,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  proviso  con- 
tained in  said  section;  and 

Whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  duly  recommended  to  me 
the  extension  of  the  privileges  of  the  law  aforesaid  to  the  port  of  White- 
hall, in  the  collection  district  of  Champlain,  in  the  State  of  New  York: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  port  of  Whitehall,  in 
the  collection  district  of  Champlain,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  extended  to  the  other  ports  enumer- 
ated in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  aforesaid  from  and  after  the  date 
of  this  proclamation. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afl5xed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
'-         *-'      1849,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  seventy-third.  j^j^^S  j^   ^^^^ 

By  the  President: 

James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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